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Private Chapels of Rest
and Funeral Plans

Surtees House
Hilton Road
Newton Aycli� e DL5 6EN

� e truly independent family
company caring for your needs

T: 01325 318600
(24 hour)

PAGE
SPONSOR

THE TURBINIA
* WE ARE BACK *

Every Saturday is

‘ROCK NIGHT’
Great Live Entertainment from Top Quality Bands

Saturday 22nd May - ‘1 0 1’
Tracks covered by: Led Zeppeling - Killers - AC/DC - Kings of Leon - Oasis - Lynyrd 
Skynyrd - Kieser Chiefs - Jam - Nirvana - Razorlight - Pink Floyd and Green Day.
Davy’s Rock Page review: “All in all, a great night with a great atmosphere and a lot of 
people dancing, so if you want to hear newer covers with a good mix of older rock, 101 
deliver.”

Saturday 29th May - ‘Graham Hunter’
Saturday 6th June - ‘Repertoire Dogs’

For more information on bands go to
www.turbiniapub.co.uk or 313034

OPEN MONDAY 17th MAY
UNDER CURRENT COVID-19 GUIDELINES

Every Thursday (Starting 20th May)

‘THIRSTY THURSDAY BINGO’
Great Fun and lots of way to win big money + Drinks Promotions

Every Thursday (Starting 21st May)

‘OPEN MIC / BUSKERS’
Fantastic Entertainers, showcasing their talents from all genres

A leading North East charity has launched a new befriending 
research project to target mental health needs across the region.
Pioneering Care Partnership (PCP), a health and wellbeing charity, 
are underway creating a befriending focused insight that will engage 
with professionals, organisations and service users in and around 
County Durham.
As it’s Mental Health Awareness Week, PCP want to shine light on 
the importance of befriending research, as it will offer a response to 
future mental health services.
Carol Gaskarth, Chief Executive of PCP and Chair of the Resilient 
Communities Group for County Durham, said: “Befriending services 
can be a lifeline for people, helping to tackle loneliness and 
isolation, and supporting people to feel part of their community whilst 
providing much needed one-to-one support. 
“Conducting research and considering the needs of our communities 
is vital; services should be developed by those who might access 
them to ensure delivery is effective.  
“The newly appointed Researchers will be very busy understanding 
what is currently available and working with people in County 
Durham to look at new opportunities and designing what could be 
offered in the future. 
“Through funding provided by the Mental Health and Learning 
Disability Partnership Board we will be able to test approaches, 
support the voluntary and community sector to develop services 
and hopefully build on the excellent work that is already happening 
across the County.”  
Befriending services typically bring together isolated individuals or 

Charity Launches Project for Mental Health Support

communities to offer them companionship and a voice.
The Befriending Research Project team is made up of Kelly Carswell 
and Victoria Dixon, who will actively engage with those connected to 
befriending services across the North East. 
Research will cover pre-Covid and post-Covid analysis of 
befriending services to create a clear timeline of the impact of 
Covid-19 and befriending mental health services.
Many befriending services throughout the UK are delivered through 
charitable organisations who rely on volunteer support. 
To get involved with the new Befriending Research Project, you 
can contact Kelly Carswell on kelly.carswell@pcp.uk.net or Victoria 
Dixon on victoria.dixon@pcp.uk.net
Visit PCP’s social media channels. PCP’s Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/PCPandCentre PCP’s
Twitter and Instagram @PioneeringCare
If you would like to find out more about PCP generally or to support 
our work please contact: Jenny Lee, Senior Marketing & Media 
Officer, jenny.lee@pcp.uk.net
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Bedroom
Image

Sliding Wardrobes
Manufactured in our Newton Aycliffe Factory

www.bedrooomimage.co.uk
Visit our new studio at:

24 Cockerton Green, Darlington DL3 9EU

Telephone (01325) 464100
or

Middlesbrough and Washington
Telephone 0191 417 9174

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you through those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

Cobblers Hall Village Centre
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

Tel: (01325) 319519

(used) Scooters from £295
All New Models Available

Adjustable Beds from £595

• Electric Wheelchairs and Bath Lifts
• No Obligation, FREE Home Demonstration
• Servicing and Repairs (at your home)

Lift Recline Chairs from £595

M.V. MOBILITY
MOBILE SHOWROOM
Part exchange welcome, written details on request

Call 01325 521664
or 0191 484 6172 Established 2003

All employees 

will use social 

distancing

•  UPVC Windows and Doors  •
•  Conservatories  •

•  Composite Doors  •
•  Bi-Folding Doors  •

Telephone 01325 468222
Email: info@bespoke-windows.co.uk

SPECIAL OFFER:
Five Windows

+ One Door
£2880 inc. VAT

SIESTA BLINDS
BLINDS DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY

View online: www.siestablinds.com
Visit our showroom:

Whinfield Drive, Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AU
Book an appointment: 01325 309003

OPEN:
Monday-Thursday 8.00am-5.00pm

Friday 8.00am-4.00pm, Saturday by appointment

HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?
We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.

Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£49.00 inc VAT (per will) and Free Home Visit

During the day or evening
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE

PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

 Members of the Society of Will Writers
 F.Inst.PA (Qualifi ed Paralegal)

MANCINI’S
PRICE CRUNCH
Two Large Chicken Parma - £14
Two Small Chicken Parma - £9

Two 8” Pizzas - £8.00
Two 10” Pizzas - £9.00
Two 12” Pizzas - £12.00
Two 16” Pizzas - £15.00

Two Donner Kebabs - £8.00
Two Chicken Kebabs - £11.00
Two House Specials - £14.00

7 St. Elizabeths Close
Woodham Village

01325 320000 or 300900
Open 5-11pm Daily

Under New Management

Dear Sir and Residents of West Ward,
I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
you, the many voters, who took time out to 
cast their vote for me and the Labour Party 
and have elected me to represent them on 
Durham County and Great Aycliffe Town 
Councils. I would also like to thank my 
colleague Kate Hopper for her support over 
these past years and to those hard working 
campaign teams that got out our positive 
messages to you, the electors, during the 
current covid 19 restrictions. I will endeavour 
to pay back your confidence and trust in me 
by delivering on my promise to make Aycliffe 
a great place to live and a great place to 
grow up in.
My final thanks goes to Julie and my family 
who have supported me throughout this and 
previous election campaigns and especially 
my time as a councillor, if it wasn’t for their 
unrelenting support I would not be able to 
deliver on those promises.
If you require help, advice or would like to 
report an issue within West ward you can 
contact me through the following ways.
Councillor Eddy Adam
Aycliffe West Ward Division
Mobile: 07900 701966
Email: eddy.adam@durham.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/Labour-for-
Aycliffe-West-100787151931663

Thank You

Sam Hansom, eldest son of Stephen and 
Claire Hansom, and now 23 years old, left 
with his family to live in the USA in February 
2013. His chosen path through High School 
and College was to progress into the Police 
and, in time, generally into Law Enforcement 
in all its aspects. 
Sam has now fulfilled the first stage of 
his ambition and graduated into the New 
Orleans Police Department with distinctions.
Photograph of Sam with fellow graduate 
Jeremiah Smith.
Sam’s Sister Katie is also doing well and is 
at University in New Hampshire studying for 
qualifications in Forensic Science. Youngest 
member of the family Alex is currently in 
High School in Franklin, their home town, in 
Massachusetts.

Former Greenfield 
Pupil Excels in USA

Dear Sir,
In response to the letter It’s Not Fair in last 
week’s publication, if I read it correctly the 
writer has a very nice motor home with 
self-contained facilities, which they believe 
they are being prevented from using under 
current Covid-19 restrictions.  
I’d like to point out that under the lockdown 
lifting procedures, individuals were allowed 
to stay away from home as long as they 
were in self-contained accommodation, ie 
caravans/motor homes, from 12th April. 
Caravan sites opened their bookings from 
that date, and in fact we have just enjoyed a 
four night break in our caravan. 
So, sadly, the writer has missed a month of 
possibly getting away by either not reading 
or not understanding the current restrictions 
and I would urge them to contact their 
favourite site to make a booking - they are 
getting full rather quickly as a lot of people 
are looking to holiday in the UK this year.
From a happy caravanner.

Happy Camping
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AYCLIFFE RADIO
LOCAL RADIO brought to you by LOCAL PEOPLE

Weekly Programme Schedule
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NEWTON AYCLIFFE
TOWN CENTRE MANAGEMENT
“Aycliffe Town Centre . . . Shopping for You”

Classic “Love Songs” Sun-Thurs 12 to 3am, Fri & Sat 1-3am

** Updates from MP Paul Howell at 12noon weekdays **
SATURDAY
9-10am Eurovision Show Simon Harding
10-12am Moderation Jack & Garvey
12-2pm Kitchen Floorfi llers Caz BoJangles
2-4pm Weekly Edition Paul Baker
4-6pm Motown, Northern & Classic Soul Kevin Sowerby
“The Saturday Night Experience” Sponsored by
Bengal Lounge Indian Restaurant & Takeaway
6-8pm Evening Session JimJams
8-9pm Rock the House Carl Booth
9-10pm Retro Trance Mix OZ-DJ
10-12am Drum ‘n’ Bass Show MC Supa
12-1am Night Club Session A DJ
SUNDAY
9-10am Church Service Xcel Centre
10-11am Yesterdays Music Today Alan Brown
11-12pm Mystery Year Paul Baker
12-2pm Dave’s Sunday Brunch David Ringer
‘Blues Show’ Sponsored by Whitehouse Funeral Service
2-4pm Bear Blues Show Colin & Monica
4-6pm Folk/Celtic/Rock Show Steve & Col
6.30-8pm Jazz Time Mike Dixon
8-10pm Paul’s Down Time Paul Kjenstad
10-12am Sean’s Sunday Set List Sean Lawless
* MONDAY to FRIDAY DAILY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop (Mon, Tues & Wed) Richard Smith
12-1pm Call Me No 1 (Tues & Thurs) Richard Smith
1-2pm Memory Lane Colin McNeillie
2-4pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
MONDAY
5-6pm Euro Chart Show Dave Graham
‘Through the Decades’ Sponsored by McDonalds Newton Park
6-7pm 60s Show Karl Simons
7-8pm 70s Show Peter Rush
8-9pm 80s Show Gary Avery
9-10pm 90s Show Paul Baker
10-11pm 00s Show Producer Dan
11-12am Teens Show Andy Fittes
TUESDAY
6-7pm Mystery Year Paul Baker
7-10pm Motown, Northern & Classic Soul Kevin Sowerby
WEDNESDAY
5-7pm Joey’s Jukebox Joey Collins
8-10pm Alternative Aycliffe Gaz n Alby
THURSDAY
6-8pm The List Colin McNeillie
8-10pm BeatRoote Graeme Roote
10-12am Rock Night Jonny Goldsmith
FRIDAY
‘Weekend Warmup’ Sponsored by Shake n Cake
4-6pm Weekend Warmup Dan Calum
6-8pm Techno Trance Mix PVR Studios
8-10pm 21st May - Nathan Abbott Dance Classix
10-12am Alternative Aycliffe (R) Gaz n Alby
12-1am Night Club Session A DJ

Check our website for full schedule
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk

Newton Broadcasting Limited (t/a Aycliffe Radio) is a Private Company Limited by Guarantee, registered on 19th February 
2018 in England and Wales. Registration number 11211835. Registered offi ce: Aycliffe Radio, c/o Blue Bridge Centre,

St. Cuthbert’s Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 6DS. Aycliffe Radio is CIC Registered (No. 11455404)
Scheduled shows can be changed/cancelled at any time.

LISTENING OPTIONS:
Free App (all formats), TuneIn, Alexa, Radios Online, Internet Radio,

Online Radio, RadioGarden, Radio Box, StreamFinder, Deezer, Radio Shaker

This week we have been utilising our e-bikes to monitor anti-social 
behaviour and increase our levels of community engagement. We 
have managed to speak to many more people within the community 
in various different locations whilst being out on the bikes and offer 
reassurance and overall a greater policing presence. 
We have had a great success in that we have seized one bike 
due to the manner of its driving and causing anti-social behaviour. 
We would like to encourage residents of Aycliffe to give us any 
information they have on the use of off-road bikes and quads by 
contacting the Police or Crime Stoppers by telephone or online, 
which can be done anonymously. The more current and specific 
information we get, the faster we can act on it. We would, however, 
encourage people to report ongoing incidents in the usual way to 
ensure appropriate resources are deployed.
Finally, have you heard of our online messaging service ‘Keep 
in the Know’? By signing up to this service for free you can find 
out what’s happening in your local area – receive regular crime 
updates, information on road closures and learn about what your 
local neighbourhood policing team is doing. You can decide what 
agencies you wish to receive messages off when you sign up to the 
service. Head over to www.keepintheknow.co.uk and click ‘Sign up’.
It doesn’t take long and you can be kept up to date with many 
different things.
DURHAM CONSTABULARY: Protecting Neighbourhoods, Tackling 
Criminals, Solving Problems … Around the Clock
NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING: Use your postcode to get access to 
local news and events from your Neighbourhood Policing Team, at 
https://www.durham.police.uk
PCSO Sarah Button

Neighbourhood Policing
By PCSO Sarah Button

Infinity Dance Company in 
Newton Aycliffe have recently 
moved into their new studios 
which has the most fantastic 
facilities for their students. 2 
Massive Studio spaces which 
has allowed for more classes 
to accommodate their growing 
school.  
Despite the challenges of the last 
year the school has managed to 
launch a second school in Shildon 
and also their popular Babies & 
Toddlers day time classes for 
Aycliffe & Shildon. 
There are now 3 elements of the school, Infinity Dance which 
offers over 30 classes a week between the 2 schools in Street, 
Commerical, Lyrical, Tap, Ballet, Musical Theatre, Jazz, adult 
classes, competition crews and much more! Infinity Babies & 
Toddlers which offers parent and child groups in Music & Movement, 
Dance & Messy Play with plans to add even more! Infinity Fitness 
our adult classes with Zumba & Yoga sessions set to start next 
week.
Principle Emily says “It’s amazing to finally have a place of our 
own even just to see our kids trophies on display is the best!! It’s 
important to me that our students have a place they can call home 
and it certainly feels like home to us now. We spent 5 wonderful 
years at St Clare’s Church, who went above and beyond for the 
dance school which I’ll be forever grateful for, they will always have 
a special place in our heart as the place where it all began!”
The Dance School would also like to take this opportunity to thank 
their parents, dancers, family and friends for the incredible support, 
encouragement and commitment throughout the last year. 
If you would like any info on the classes Infinity Dance Company 
offer, head over to their Facebook page Infinity Dance Company Ltd 
or give Emily a call on 07375 716750.

New Studios for Infinity 
Dance Company
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Craft gin born
in Aycliffe

FREE DELIVERY 
to DL5 postcodes

Visit www.theherbalgin.com
or call us on 01325 589066 

FREE DELIVERY
to Newton Aycliffe

Email: info@theherbalgin.com

The Herbal Gin Co. Ltd.
Hangar 18
Northfi eld Way
Newton Aycliffe
Co. Durham DL5 6EJ
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GREAT AYCLIFFE TOWN COUNCIL

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Notice is hereby given that:-

The Parish Meeting for the Parish of Great Aycliffe will 
take place in the Council Chamber, Council Offices, School 
Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe on:

WEDNESDAY, 26th MAY 2021
at  7.15 p.m.

The Press and Public are cordially invited to attend.

“The Public Entrance to the Council Chamber will be open 30 
minutes prior to the commencement of meetings”.

The Agenda will be available on Notice Boards, or by request 
from the Council Offices (01325 300700) or our Website: 
(www.great-aycliffe.gov.uk) from the 19th May, 2021.

Dates and Times of Statutory Meetings
of the Town Council and its Committees

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING

WEDNESDAY 19th MAY 2021 - 7.15 pm
Agendas are available on Notice Boards, by request at the 
Council Offices (01325 300700) and the Council’s Website 
on the Friday afternoon preceding the meeting. 
(www.great-aycliffe.gov.uk)

The Press and Public are cordially invited to attend.

“The Public Entrance to the Council Chamber will be open 
30 minutes prior to the commencement of meetings”.

Great Aycliffe                     Town Council

Newton Aycliffe’s town clerk will spend his 
final day at the helm this week after stepping 
into retirement. Andrew Bailey will work his 
last day at Great Aycliffe Town Council on 
Friday 14th May, after 32 years with the local 
authority, 15 of which as town clerk.
The experienced local government officer 
has enjoyed a colourful career which has 
taken him around the North-East, the 
country and the world. But after spending 
so long with Aycliffe’s parish authority, 
he looks back on a number of stand out 
achievements during his time in the town. 
And he’s particularly pleased with community 
developments delivered by the local 
authority, including several popular MUGAs, 
BMX tracks and the nine-hole extension to 
Aycliffe’s public golf course.
Andrew was schooled in Sunderland then 
later in Houghton-le-Spring Grammar 
School and Sixth Form. His employment 
in local government started in 1973 as a 
local government management trainee 
with Sunderland Council. While holding 
various roles there, Andrew continued 
his professional education at college in 
London to study for the Institute of Sport and 
Recreation professional membership and 
diploma levels. 
“During this time I was also awarded a 
scholarship to study abroad,” said Andrew. 
“This involved a period of study in British 
Columbia, Canada.”
In 1977, Andrew took up a post with one of 
the largest leisure facilities in the country, 
Crowtree Leisure Centre in Sunderland, 
before his next move took him further afield, 
working at the King Abdul Aziz Naval Base 
in Saudi Arabia, in support services, working 
with Saudi counterparts.
On his return to the UK in 1984, Andrew 
again entered local government and leisure 
services at the King’s Sports Centre in mid-
Sussex before returning to his native North-
East in 1985 as Chester-le-Street District 
Council’s leisure manager.
After gaining a post-graduate diploma 
in management studies from Teesside 
University, Andrew landed his first role with 
Great Aycliffe Town Council in 1989 as 
director of parks and leisure services.
Andrew explained: “The position required 
the management of all the sports, leisure, 
parks and cemeteries, allotments, golf 
course, driving range and events, as well as 
play groups. However, this was also to be 
undertaken while subjecting the council’s 
grounds maintenance to compulsory 
competitive tendering of the service, followed 
shortly after with the tendering of the Sports 
Complex.  
“During this period, I also undertook the role 
of Health & Safety Officer for the council, 
having obtained a NEEBOSH qualification.”
Andrew’s job title changed to director of 
leisure and environment before a period of 
further studying in 1996 with the Cheltenham 
and Gloucester College, gaining the Local 

End of an Era as Aycliffe Town Clerk Retires
Policy Certificate, the 
recognised qualification 
for parish and town 
clerks. He was then 
promoted to town clerk 
with GATC in 2006.
“My standout memories 
in both roles are 
probably the major 
projects which were 
completed in my 
time, they include 
the refurbishment of 
the Sports Complex, 
building a nine-hole extension and 
installation of irrigation to the golf course, 
the building of a much-needed works depot 
facility, development of the programme of 
events and permanent structures and art 
work for the 50th anniversary of the town, 
the development of the Great Aycliffe Way 
and later extending and adding a further 
loop. We also updated and provided new, 
modern and exciting play areas, BMX tracks 
and MUGAs; we designed and managed 
the construction of the Town Park, which is 
now a well-loved and used facility, as well as 
the design and development of the Aycliffe 
Angels Memorial Garden at St. Clare’s 
Church and Sheila’s Garden at St. Oswald’s 
Park.”
As town clerk, much of the work goes 
unseen, but is equally important - including 
production of an asset management plan, 
which informs the council’s budget plans and 
spending, registering all of the council’s land 
holdings and dealing with legal aspects such 
as leases.
Andrew added: “The town clerk is also 
responsible for overseeing the smooth 
operation of the council, its committees and 
sub-committees, and implementing their 
decisions, as well as leading and offering 
support to a dedicated team of managers 
and staff. Over my long career with the town 
council, I have seen the town grow and 
improve,” he smiled.
“New housing has continued to be built on 
large sites, as well as infill sites. We have 
also had new housing developments which 
are not within the parish of Great Aycliffe, 
including in Heighington and Middridge 
parishes, but they are within metres of the 
boundary. The business park continues to 
expand and provides additional employment 
for residents and surrounding areas.  
“Many new facilities, such as bars, gyms, 
cafes and leisure facilities have also sprung 
up and added a new dimension to what was 
originally an industrial/manufacturing trading 
estate.”
Andrew has high hopes that Newton Aycliffe 
and surrounding areas within the parish will 
continue to grow and develop in the future.
“While there is limited expansion available 
to the west and north of the town, there is 
considerable housing development planned 
to the east of the A167,” he said. “Within 

this development will come an increased 
demand for services, whether on the site 
of the development or existing facilities in 
the town. Aycliffe Business Park continues 
to increase in size towards the A1(M), with 
large units becoming the norm. Hopefully 
this will provide further employment 
opportunities for residents.”
Upon retirement, Andrew says he hopes to 
eventually see more of the world, once Covid 
restrictions allow. But he added: “Initially, 
any plans will revolve around tasks at home, 
with a number of projects in the pipeline.
“My brother, who is a farmer, has already 
made it clear he can use any spare time 
I have! In the longer term, as the Covid 
pandemic recedes, I would like to think I 
could have one or two last ski trips before 
I become too old. My travel ambition is to 
visit Japan, see the country and people and 
hopefully visit some friends who live there.”
And with that, Andrew signs off on his time 
in Aycliffe, after overseeing an eventful and 
progressive period in the town’s history, and 
adding a significant contribution that cannot 
be understated.
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www.shakencake.co.uk
American Style Dining

in Your Own HomeOPEN: 5pm-10pm  7 DAYS A WEEK PAGE

SPONSOR

(HAMSTERLEY ROAD, NEWTON AYCLIFFE)
(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2021

� e Council on 10/5/21 made the above Order under the Road 
Tra�  c Regulation Act, 1984 as amended, Section 14 (1) to prohibit 
all vehicular tra�  c from proceeding on 20m of road at 7 – 9 (front) 
Hamsterley Rd, Newton Aycli� e to enable manhole frame and 
lid replacement works to be undertaken. No alt route available to 
vehicular tra�  c during the works period. � e maximum duration of 
the Order is 18 months. � e proposed works are to commence from 
8am to 4pm on 20/5/21 and are anticipated to be completed in 1 day. 
On occasions, alternative dates for closure may be necessary and these 
will be signed accordingly.

Dated: 14th May 2021 

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

R.A. TAYLOR
Clinical Dental Technician

New Dentures & Repairs
• STILL OPEN DURING LOCKDOWN •

Introducing our new associate
André Edmundson

André is a fully qualified Clinical Dental Technician 
with over 30 years experience in denture design

1 Norman Terrace, Chilton DL17 0HF
Telephone: 01388 721284

R.A. Taylor GDC No: 154105 - A. Edmundson GDC No: 129799

Lib Dem candidates Michael Stead and Nev 
Jones have rocked local Labour with shock 
wins in the 2021 Durham County Council 
elections. The pair stormed to comfortable 
victories in their Aycliffe wards, with both 
taking seats from Labour.
Popular Nev, co-owner of Aycliffe bus firm 
J&C Coaches, stormed to a landslide win in 
Aycliffe East, polling 966 votes. The nearest 
to him was Labour candidate, Jim Atkinson, 
who retained the seat he won four years ago 
with 556 votes.
Labour had hoped Wendy Hilary could have 
retained Labour’s other seat in the ward, 
previously held by Sarah Iveson, but she 
finished fifth in the poll behind Conservative 
and Lib Dem candidates.
“I’m absolutely made up, elated” said Nev, 
“This is just the start, I have plans and I 
want to make a real change. I’m passionate 
about Aycliffe, I’ve lived there all my life, 
and I just wanted the opportunity to make a 
difference, so I’m absolutely thrilled. But it 
isn’t just about me. I’ve had so much help. 
My family especially, my kids helping me 
deliver leaflets, the Lib Dem party have been 
amazing. Too many to mention but I thank 
them all for a great team effort.”
In the Aycliffe North & Middridge ward, 
declared earlier on Friday, Stead, with 1130 
votes, finished second to Tory candidate 
David Sutton-Lloyd, who polled 1,269. With 
Tony Stubbs from the Tories getting 905 
votes, and his party retaining their two seats 
in the ward, Stead effectively took John 
Clare’s seat from Labour.
“I’m absolutely over the moon,” said Stead, 
who was elected to Aycliffe Town Council in a 
2020 by-election.
“We’ve put a lot of hard work in, that seems to 
have paid off. The turn-out was a lot higher, 
so I’m over the moon the people of Aycliffe 
North, Woodham and Middridge understand 
what we’re trying to do. I’m passionate about 
the simple stuff, litter picking, dog fouling, 
which is bringing rats on to the town. And 
the bigger stuff like we have a school with 
porta cabins, lots of things happening and 
questions need to be asked on every level, 
and I’m looking forward to doing that” said 
Michael.

Lib Dem Pair 
Stun with Big 
Wins in Aycliffe

Dear Sir,
As one of the newly elected Conservative 
Durham County Councillors for Aycliffe North 
& Middridge Ward, I would like to sincerely 
thank everyone who took the time to vote for 
me.
It is a great opportunity to deliver on the 
aspirations and policies that so many have 
endorsed.
As promised, I will endeavour to work with 
the other progressive County Councillors 
who share a vision for the future built on co-
operation, rather than conflict.
Once again thank you all.
Cllr. David Sutton-Lloyd
Conservative Party

Thank You

Dear Sir, 
I would like to thank all those Newton Aycliffe 
residents who put their faith in me and their 
polling slips in the ballot box last week. I am 
humbled that residents of Newton Aycliffe 
elected me as not only a Durham County 
Councillor but also a Town Councillor to 
represent them on Great Aycliffe Town 
Council.
I have made a commitment to this town, 
which I love and wish to serve you to the 
best of my ability. To this end you will see 
me walking around various parts of my ward 
making myself available for a chat so please 
do not hesitate to approach me with any 
issues you may have. If I don’t have a ready 
answer for you, I will make it my business 
to find out. Councillors’ surgeries will also 
be available for you to attend and my phone 
number will appear in the local press. I do 
not want anyone saying that they haven’t a 
chance to meet me as I feel fervently that I 
work for you, not a party.
Can I ask that you point out issues which I 
may not be aware of, if you think that I may 
be able to help. Once again thank you for 
putting your trust in me.
Cllr Ken Robson 
West Ward - Tel: 01325 321471

I am Humbled

Dear Sir,
On Sunday the 9th May I was privileged to 
be elected as an Independent Councillor for 
the Neville Ward and I would like to extend 
my thanks to everyone who voted for me.
Once the necessary post election formalities 
are complete I will begin to work on the best 
way to represent and serve the residents of 
the Neville Ward. One way I feel is absolutely 
necessary is for me to walk the ward on a 
regular basis in order to gain a clear picture 
of current positive developments and any 
issues that need to be addressed.
In my election leaflet I made it quite clear 
I only have one policy and one promise. 
The policy is my commitment to the best 
interests of the community and my one and 
only promise is to do the best that I can to 
achieve that aim. I won’t always be able to 
give the answer people want to hear and a 
quick fix may be the most popular thing to do, 
but a pleasing quick fix is not the same as a 
solution to a complex problem.
We are all the eyes and ears of the 
community and I want everyone in the Neville 
Ward and the community as a whole to feel 
they can approach me with their thoughts 
and concerns so that together we can work 
on improving the things that need to change 
and begin to make a real difference in our 
community.
Cllr Phillip Hawkins
Neville Ward

Walking the Ward
Dear Sir, 
I would like to give personal thanks to all 
of the good people of Aycliffe North and 
Middridge, for giving me their vote and 
putting their faith and trust in me to represent 
them within Durham County Council.
I will be making myself visible amongst 
community groups and associations and I 
hope to meet you all in person at some point 
around the town. Please take note of my 
contact details below and feel free to contact 
me anytime, Tel: 07765 783698
Email: tony.stubbs@durham.gov.uk
Twitter: @CllrTony

Election Thanks
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Durham County Council:
7 Seats Available
Aycliffe East - 2  Seats
Tony Armstrong LIB 449
Jim Atkinson LAB  556 Elected
Bob Fleming IND  376
John Grant REF  114
Brian Haigh IND  197
Wendy Hilary LAB  417
Neville Jones LIB  966 Elected
Martin Peeke CON 518

Aycliffe North & Middridge - 3 Seats
Kathryn Beetham LAB 494
Dorothy Bowman  IND 447
John Clare LAB  823
Sandra Haigh IND 197
Jed Hilary LAB  474
Andrea Miller LIB  621
John Moore IND  462
Maureen Shelton LIB 633
Michael Stead LIB 1130 Elected
Tony Stubbs CON 905 Elected
David Sutton-Lloyd CON 1269 Elected

Aycliffe West - 2 Seats
Eddy Adam LAB  539 Elected
Michaela Banthorpe FRE 40
George Gray IND  354
Kate Hopper LAB  434
Elizabeth Maw CON 350
Ken Robson IND  439 Elected
James Walsh LIB  196
Paul Whiting LIB  259

---------------------------------

Great Aycliffe Town Council
30 Seats Available
Aycliffe Central - 3 Seats
Jim Atkinson LAB  220 Elected
Kath Beetham LAB 137
Jed Hilary LAB  144 Elected
Joanne Jones LIB 340 Elected

Aycliffe Village - 1 Seat
Carl Robinson IND Elected
 
Byerley Park, Horndale & Cobblers Hall
6 Seats
Peter Bergg LAB  357 Elected
Dorothy Bowman IND 494 Elected
John Clare LAB  459 Elected
Ian Gray LAB  292 Elected
Brian Hall LAB  329 Elected
Andrea Miller LIB  531 Elected
Kane Shaw LAB  265
Neville - 2 Seats
Phil Hawkins IND  170 Elected
Simon Hocking LAB 154
Neville Jones LIB  305 Elected

Shafto St Mary’s - 4 Seats
Tony Armstrong LIB 365 Elected
David Elliott IND  238
Bob Fleming IND  365 Elected
Brian Haigh IND  269 Elected
Wendy Hilary LAB 278 Elected

Simpasture - 2 Seats
John Clark LAB  221 Elected
David Hardaker LAB 204 Elected
Paul Whiting LIB  185

West - 6 Seats
Eddy Adam LAB  416 Elected
Martin Ashcroft IND 410 Elected
Arun Chandran IND 378 Elected
George Gray IND  431 Elected
Kate Hopper LAB  380 Elected
Ken Robson IND  478 Elected
James Walsh LIB  281
Neil Whittaker LAB 270

Woodham - 6 Seats
Barbara Clare LAB Elected
Neil Collinson LAB Elected
Sandra Haigh IND Elected                     
John Moore IND  Elected
Maureen Shelton LIB Elected 
Michael Stead LIB Elected

ELECTED TO TOWN COUNCIL:
11 IND, 13 LAB, 6 LIB
ELECTED TO COUNTY COUNCIL
2 CON, 1 IND, 2 LAB, 2 LIB  
List complied by Cllr Arun Chandran

Local Election Results for 
Great Aycliffe Area - May 2021

Great Aycliffe           Town Council

Casual Pre-School
Assistant
Salary Scale Point 4
Hourly Rate £9.81

This is a casual post to provide cover as and when 
required.  It is likely that lunch time cover will be 
required as a minimum.
Due to unprecedented demand for our services and 
Covid 19 restrictions we are looking for 2 casual 
members of staff to join our busy pre-school team 
in a dedicated setting within the St. Oswald’s Park.  
We are looking for someone with previous 
experience of working with children who holds a 
Level 3 or higher childcare qualification, with sound 
knowledge of the Early Years Foundation Stage.  
Ideally you have previously worked in an early years 
setting and experience of working with SEN children 
will be beneficial.
St. Oswald’s Pre-School provides care and education 
during school term time only for children from 2 years 
of age.  
The successful applicant must apply for a Disclosure 
and Barring Service check.
Application forms can be obtained by telephoning 
01325 300700, e-mailing info@great-aycliffe.gov.uk  
or from the Council’s web site www.great-aycliffe.
gov.uk

Closing Date:
12 Noon, Monday 17 May 2021

Shortlisting:
Tuesday 18 May 2021

Interviews:
THURSDAY 20 MAY 2021

For further details or an informal discussion about 
the post, please contact Louise Downton on mobile 
07968 379009 or by email to:
louise.downton@great-aycliffe.gov.uk

We will be taking the Junction 7 surplus food 
that we rescue from the supermarkets to a 
different area in Aycliffe, Neville Community 
Centre Neville Parade this Tuesday 18th 
May between 10.30am-1.30pm we will have 
surplus food for anyone to take. 
This is part of our food rescue project funded 
by GAMP
We will also have a drop in. You can come in 
for a free cuppa and chat and find out more 
about the Junction 7 services.
We can help with an emergency food parcel, 
furniture, clothing and other services through 
our referral team.
Everyone is welcome. 
We will still need to adhere to social 
distancing and government guidelines.
junc7tion@gmail.com 
Or find us on Facebook Junction 7

Junction 7 on Tour

Dear Residents of Aycliffe West,
I just want to thank everyone who voted and 
supported me in the recent Town and County 
Elections, I am humbled by your support and 
I am sorry that we didn’t manage to get over 
the line. We really were a Liberal Democrat 
Team in Aycliffe and I am delighted that 
Michael Stead and Nev Jones were elected 
to Town and County, and equally Andrea, Jo, 
Maureen and Tony who will also serve on the 
Town Council. To my Lib Dem colleagues I 
say, “we have put Newton Aycliffe on a map 
of political achievements and I will continue 
to support your efforts to achieve positive 
change for the Town”.
I particularly want to congratulate Eddy Adam 
and Ken Robson for their victory in West for 
County, you have been handed the honour 
of representing the Ward and I hope that 
you are successful in representing the views 
of everyone, even those that did not elect 
you. Cllr Adam and I may have disagreed 
recently about a particular property in Arncliffe 
Place and indeed there is nothing wrong 
with disagreeing, but Eddy I respect your 
work as a local councillor, that’s clearly why 
your supporters went out and re-elected you 
and I apologise if you felt I showed a lack of 
courtesy towards you. I do though want to 
address one issue which has risen throughout 
the campaign, from a number of sources, 
about where Paul Whiting and myself live. 
The mantra that ‘we do not live in the area’ 
is a disappointing one and sounds more like 
something to come from the TV programme 
The League of Gentlemen! Newton Aycliffe is 
better than that and, I hope, now the elections 
are over, those who commented on where 
we live consider what it says about them as 
individuals and how it reflects on encouraging 
people to live, work, learn and socialise in the 
Town. In Paul’s case, suggesting that School 
Aycliffe is a divided community seemed 
particularly churlish. I moved to Brafferton in 
1997 and have always found the North East 
to be a place which was warm, friendly and 
accommodating, as we move forward as a 
Town please do embrace those values of 
inclusivity and tolerance of each other. “Each 
of us was given grace” Ephesians 4:7.
James Walsh
Liberal Democrat Candidate, Aycliffe West

Each of Us Was 
Given Grace
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Do you want to work with the 
elderly and vulnerable people in 

Newton Aycliffe?

Do you want to support them and 
enable them to remain safely in 

their own homes?

Just call us on

01388 768271
and speak to Sophie

or email
sophie.bullough@dalecare.co.uk

or visit www.dalecare.co.uk/careers

INTERESTED IN PEOPLE AND PLACES?
Hi everyone, now that we’re coming out of lock down, I’d like to let 
you know about this club, based in Co Durham called The Friendship 
Force.  We are a branch of the international club started by President 
Carter forty-five years ago, with clubs all over the world.
We travel as a group, stay with members in other countries, do and 
see so much more than travelling independently, have a great social 
time, a full week of people, places, and experiences you never forget.  
Yearly we travel, sometimes long haul, when we will stay with two or 
three clubs for a week at a time.
Last year and this year, due to Covid-19, we are staying safe but 
next year a visit to the Belgian Coast Club is planned when we will 
use train and Eurostar. The same club hope to visit us when we will 
highlight our County and places of interest. Apart from travel, we 
meet locally for social gatherings, coffee, bar, lunches etc, keeping in 
touch, comparing ideas, and discussing travel plans, safety in numbers 
features widely for people on their own, and couples. 
The build up to hosting and travel is great as, through email, you get to 
be well acquainted with whoever you host or will be staying with. Firm 
friendships are made through these encounters and wonderful travel 
experiences. If you are interested, please telephone me and I will let 
you know of two occasions when you might like to find out more.
Cynthia 01325 313055.

The Friendly Travel Club
Why is our MP calling for people to fill in a questionnaire for 
Levelling Up Funds for the town centre?
Mr Wilson, our last MP, received funding. Shops and businesses 
were demolished at both ends plus those up the ramp and the toilets 
removed, this was also a regeneration grant in 2008.
Promises were made on how he was going to get the main stream 
shops to occupy the empty units and bring the town centre back 
to life.. But the promised influx of top named shops failed to 
materialise. I did a quick count of shops, 50 in total, 19 were vacant, 
varying in size: 31 occupied, of which a bank is leaving this month. 
Maybe the next to go will be the Halifax as it was omitted from the 
town centre model displayed in 2008.
The outdoor market was stopped, I heard it was to prevent the new 
paving being damaged by vehicles and carts during set up and 
take down. There were a lot of residents who complained about the 
closure.
The town centre was sold off many years ago to a private concern 
based in London. So why is more public money being squandered to 
possibly increase their profits?
Isn’t it their job to attract investment into their business?
If we had a retail park, that would be in direct competition with them, 
then maybe rents would be reduced and incentives would also be 
given to retain the shopkeepers. Is it true that there are plans afoot 
to build new housing which will increase the population by 20% - 
There are also lots of small areas on the periphery of Aycliffe being 
built on, besides the ones mentioned.
The town bus could incorporate the route for people without their 
own transport, like other towns have done to encourage shopping 
here.
It has to be said that the council can’t do anything that will adversely 
affect the traders, why is a private company being ring fenced and 
protected?
Name and address supplied

Town Centre Regeneration
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Billingham Girls 3 v Aycliffe U16 Girls 2
The girls arrived at a very cold, very wet Billingham to play a team 
in the mix to win the league. Billingham had early chances but the 
girls defended well. Then as Aycliffe grew into the game a superb 
through ball from Morgan splits the defence and Hattie sticks it into 
the bottom corner.  Aycliffe were putting in blocks to stop Billingham 
having any free shots but an unlucky bounce and Billingham 
equalise before half time, 1-1. As the rain got heavier the girls were 
still battling but Billingham scored from close range. Then from a 
tight angle they get a 3rd, but the game wasn’t over. First a superb 
double save from Laila kept us in the game, 5 mins later Hattie 
drives past the full back and gets a cross in, before being clattered, 
and Ruby heads home. It was Billingham now looking for the final 
whistle. Aycliffe drove forward and a shot from Hattie curls past the 
post, as the final whistle blew. 
Hebburn 0 - Aycliffe U12 Girls 2
The girls played excellent football, battling against the wind in the 
first half was a challenge. The passing was great and making runs 
off the ball was a lot better. Hebburn could not manage a shot on 
target due to our defence who were solid covering each other, 
allowing our midfielders to push up the pitch. Safiye, in goal, had not 
much to do, but deserves a mention as it’s the hardest position to 
play in very wet and windy conditions, but when called upon she was 
alert. Goals today Bailey and Freya, POTM - Chloe.
Aycliffe U12’s Eagles 1 v Hetton Juniors 1
Ridiculous conditions at The Oakleaf, windy, wet and extremely 
cold. The Eagles really struggled first half playing against the wind 
and couldn’t get the ball up field. Hetton took the lead with a good 
goal. 0-1. HT. Second half Aycliffe were more attacking but despite 
their best efforts and plenty of shots they couldn’t find the net until 
awarded a penalty for a hand ball. Kaiden stepped up and smashed 
the ball past the Hetton keeper, 1-1. The boys were really starting to 
feel the cold and trying to run, but it was very difficult for both teams 
and the final score remained 1-1. MOTM went to Will. 
FC Hartlepool v Aycliffe U10’s Eagles
The Eagles started well, scoring within the first minute as Evan 
controlled the ball and fizzed it past the keeper. A minute later, 2 
up as Riley played a perfect cross to Krystian who smashed it past 
the keeper. However, Hartlepool hit back with 3 goals before HT. 
Then Aiden passed to Jack who shot, parried by the keeper but Dan 
knocks in the rebound. Next, Jack sprints forward and scores but 
Hartlepool again applied the pressure and got a goal back to square 
the match. Some great play led to Aiden picking the ball up and he 
hammered it into the net to win the game.
MOM Evan who had a fantastic game.
Other results:
Aycliffe U7 Wildcats (win) v FC Hartlepool
Bishop Auckland Girls (win) v Aycliffe U11 Angels Blue
Aycliffe U9 Wildcats (win) v Hetton Girls
Kader U11’s v Aycliffe U11’s Boys (draw)
Aycliffe U15’s 2 v 4 Hardwick Youth
FC Hartlepool 1 v Aycliffe U14 Eagles 2

Aycliffe Youth Football News
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Paul Howell
Member of Parliament for Sedgefi eld

paul.howell.mp@parliament.uk

Telephone: 020 7219 6385

Aycliffe Offi ce: 01325 790580

Great news, from Tuesday 18th May we will start having our 
regular meetings, get togethers etc., at the Big Club, Newton 
Aycliffe from 2.00pm to 4.30pm.
During lockdown did you get fed up talking to yourself?
If so why not join us, talk to different people and make new 
friends?
And, when restrictions allow, we will be able to have our 
Mystery Coach Trips, and also 2-3 day breaks and indoor 
activities, which include bingo, quizzes, etc.
Looking forward to welcoming our old friends back.
For more details please contact Dorothy Bowman on 01325 
308094 or 07967 901477.

New Friends, New Places

Many thanks to Shirley, Community Champion, from Tesco for the 
donation towards baby packs for Darlington Memorial Hospital that 
Aglow and Supporting Families have since passed on.

Thank You Tesco

Heighington AFC U9s
Heighington FC 2 - Spennymoor Town Castle 4
The lads were up against an in form top of the league side today and 
were also drenched by the icy rain from the first whistle until the last. 
Heighington were up for this one and started the game on the 
front foot and were the more positive team for the first 20 minutes, 
creating chance after chance but somehow found themselves 2 nil 
down shortly before half time. That is until Matty struck another of 
his famous goal kicks and managed to find the opposition net from 
his box.
The second half kicked off with Heighington behind but young Will 
Farrow found himself on the ball just inside his own half and danced 
through the opposition midfield before unleashing a low, long range, 
shot which was always destined for the bottom corner of the net, 
2-2. 
The weather conditions and cold saw Heighington playing with a 
makeshift defence for the rest of the game but nothing could be 
done about the 2 remarkable long range strikes from the opposition 
which took home the points. Fair play to the Spennymoor boys also 
who played in great spirits with some nice comments from their 
manager about the heart our team showed today.
Not our day result wise, but by no means 2nd best today. The boys 
gave everything and are looking more and more confident and are 
learning fast. It was an entertaining game that had everything. Every 
one of our boys left that field soaked and feezing but also with their 
pride fully intact. I couldn’t have asked any more from them today.
MOM: Will Farrow, played every minute in the rain, dominated the 
midfield and played with passion and fire with a memorable solo run 
and strike to back it up.
Well done all, one proud coach, onwards to next week.
Many thanks to our sponsor and the guys over at Sash for our 
fantastic kits this season.
Heighington AFC U11s
Catchgate Cobra’s 4 - Heighington AFC 4
Mega proud of the Red and Blacks. With the rain lashing down and 
freezing cold temperatures the lads battled hard on what was a bad 
pitch (grass was way too long). 
After going 3 nil down and after a bit of battling we pulled it back to 
3-2 only for Catchgate to then punish us on the break to score their 
4th. 
The lads literally refused to give up in horrendous conditions and 
their efforts were repaid by getting a couple more goals to make it 
4-4. Both teams had chances to win it, and there was some brilliant 
football on show. Massive well done to everyone (including the 
parents). 
Goals scored: Coleby, Joshua, Jack and Ted.
MOM went to Luca, for the second game running. They were 
impressed with his tireless running and composure on the ball.

Heighington AFC News

Greenfield Community College 
are busy working alongside 
primary school staff and Year 
6 students to ensure a smooth 
and enjoyable transition as they 
become an integral part of the 
Greenfield Community. 
#TransitionMission 2021 is being 
led by Assistant Headteacher 
Ms Davis who is supporting our 
new cohort by offering a range of 
activities and learning resources 
to support the move to secondary 
school.  Students are finding out 
about the Greenfield learning attributes that will help them in the 
coming months and years and how they can learn creatively.  
Students will find out more about the inspiring vision of the school 
and how they can ‘Try, Achieve and Inspire’ during their time at 
Greenfield.  The students will focus on valuable attributes such as 
resilience, collaboration and kindness and how they can impact and 
support their self-led learning.
The current Year 6 students have recently been creating some 
amazing images of the school logo as a fun way to get involved and 
there are a number of videos and activities planned for the young 
people.  Thank you to all of the students and staff of primary schools 
who are making this possible and supporting the move.  You can 
find out more about the school transition activities and the school by 
visiting www.greenfieldschool.net 
Greenfield Community College are committed to supporting 
students to reach their full potential. The school promotes an 
inclusive curriculum encouraging students to work together to 
realise an outstanding learning experience.  If you would like further 
information visit www.greenfieldschool.net or contact the school by 
emailing contact@greenfieldschool.net or by calling 01325 300378.

Greenfield Welcome Students
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Parliament 
Talk

Tel: 01325 790580   -   Email: paul.howell.mp@parliament.uk

The council elections gave me the opportunity 
to get out and talk to a number of you whilst 
campaigning for our candidates in Newton 
Aycliffe. I was delighted to see David Sutton-
Lloyd and Tony Stubbs elected into Aycliffe 
North & Middridge. In Aycliffe we now have 
two Conservative, two Lib Dems, two Labour 
and one Independent County Councillors. 
This is a marked difference to the seven 
Labour County Councillors we had as 
recently as 2017. I look forward to working 
with this group of seven, five of whom are 
newly elected, as well as the Town Council 
members to deliver more for Aycliffe. Whilst 
not a Conservative member I am also pleased 
to see my ex-neighbour, Nev Jones, as an 
elected member. It will be interesting to see 
how the County Council control plays out 
over coming months as the numbers have 
dramatically changed with Labour dropping 
to 53 out of 126 councillors, meaning they 
no longer have absolute control. Although 
Conservatives increased from 10 to 24, they 
are the second party and the Lib Dems have 
17, there are also 32 Independents. Some of 
them are individuals but some are in groups 
and how this will consolidate with the political 
groupings for a leadership team will be 
fascinating.
I also joined the Minister for International 
Trade, Ranil Jayawardena, on a visit to 
Kromek at NetPark in Sedgefield to show 
him the leading-edge work Kromek do in 
areas like radiation and virus detection. 
We also had the usual weekly briefs from 
both Matt Hancock and Nadhim Zahawi as 
the vaccine roll out and lockdown release 
programmes continue to be successfully 
delivered. I was part of a small group meeting 
with Oliver Dowden, Secretary of State for 
Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, where we 
discussed everything from Broadband roll out 
to sporting events as well as how we need 
to encourage cultural developments where 
opportunities are limited. I had the opportunity 
to visit Gestamp and meet the management 
team to learn how they have managed 
through Covid and where Government could 
support them further. As an employer of over 
a thousand people they are a key business for 
our town.
Tuesday saw me at the State Opening of 
Parliament where the legislative programme 
for the next session is presented and I was 
lucky enough to draw a place in the ballot to 
attend. Normally all MPs would be there but 
Covid-19 has meant a reduced number can 
attend. I stood in Central Lobby to observe. 
The Queen’s Speech is an important part of 
the State Opening of Parliament Ceremony, 
which marks the start of the parliamentary 
year. State Opening is the main ceremonial 
event in the parliamentary calendar. For 
over 500 years, it has served as a symbolic 
reminder of the unity of Parliament’s three 
parts: The Sovereign, the House of Lords and 
the House of Commons.
Normally, the ceremony begins with a 
procession, in which the Queen travels 
from Buckingham Palace to Westminster - 
usually by carriage. The Queen’s Speech 
usually happens once a year, in Spring or 
after a general election. The last one was 
in December 2019, which enabled Boris 
Johnson to set out his agenda when he won 

the election. 
The Queen’s Speech is written by the 
government. It sets out the Government 
agenda for Parliament’s new session, and 
the laws the Government wants Parliament to 
approve.
The speech is read out by the Queen from 
the Throne in the House of Lords chamber 
and normally takes about 10 minutes. This 
year the ceremony will be scaled down due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic. The Queen will 
arrive by car at Westminster, and seating will 
be restricted - 74 will be allowed in the Lords 
Chamber, whilst 34 further MPs and Peers 
will be able to participate from the gallery. To 
prevent the spread of the virus, mask-wearing 
and testing will be enforced, and the Lord 
Chancellor will not directly pass the speech to 
the Queen but will place it on a table.
Key points of the Queen’s Speech were:
• measures to support the health and 
wellbeing of the nation, including tackling 
obesity, improving mental health and 
proposals on social care reform
• overseeing the fastest ever increase in 
public funding for research and development
• strengthening the economic ties across 
the union; investing in and improving national 
infrastructure (rail and bus network)
• supporting a lifetime skills guarantee that 
will enable access to high quality education 
for all
• simplify procurement in the public sector 
by streamlining more than 350 EU-derived 
regulations
• achieving net zero greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2050
• bringing forward legislation to ensure 
the United Kingdom has, and promotes, the 
highest standards of animal welfare
• addressing racial and ethnic disparities, 
including a ban on conversion therapy
• introducing law to ensure the integrity of 
elections, protect freedom of speech and 
restore the balance of power between the 
executive, legislature and the courts
• legislation to increase sentences for the 
most serious and violent offenders
• government to provide the Armed Forces 
with the biggest spending increase in 30 
years.
There will then be several days of debates 
following the contents of the speech, and 
the proposed legislation. This year, there 
will be six days of debate. At the end of the 
debating, there is a vote. This is usually 
seen as symbolic, as it is extremely rare for 
the Government to lose it (the last time was 
1924)! After this long debate, bills start to get 
introduced, and the year’s work of debating, 
amending, and passing legislation begins. 
This week saw our vaccination team at 
Cobblers Hall pass over 30,000 jabs 
delivered, an incredible performance for the 
team. Their contribution, along with everyone 
else associated to the vaccine roll out, has 
meant we have now confirmed the next stage 
of the restriction lifting process from Monday.
Please remember to continue to be sensible 
and whilst mandatory precautions are 
reducing, common sense tells you that it is 
best to continue the Hands, Face, Space and 
Fresh Air protocols for a while yet - Stay Safe.
Paul Howell
Member of Parliament for Sedgefield

The board of Aycliffe Business Park 
Community (ABPC) is looking to appoint an 
individual or company on a consultancy basis 
to support the implementation of its ‘On the 
Map’ business engagement project.
Aycliffe Business Park is the largest in the 
North-East, with an estimated 500 companies 
employing more than 10,000 people.
ABPC was originally set up eight years ago 
as an informal group, but was formalised 
into a limited company in 2016 with the 
appointment of several unpaid directors.
Five years since launching officially, ABPC 
now wants to engage with more companies 
on Aycliffe Business Park by appointing its 
first paid-for role, initially on a six-month term.
The objectives of ABPC’s ‘On the Map’ 
project are to raise awareness among 
businesses on the park that may not yet have 
engaged with ABPC, increase the number of 
businesses that engage with ABPC events 
and activities, gather feedback and views of 
businesses to help inform future activities, 
and ensure ABPC is meeting the needs of 
businesses based on the park.
The scope of the work required from the 
three-month project, due to start on 1st July, 
is to visit businesses on the park, gather 
basic information about what the business 
does, design a simple set of survey questions 
to ask businesses visited in order to gather 
feedback and views and inform them of the 
opportunities on the ABPC website.
The remit will also be to increase the visibility 
of businesses, showcase their offer to other 
companies on the park and ensure they’re 
aware of the external support available and 
how it can be accessed.
All work is to be carried out under the Aycliffe 
Business Park Community brand, working 
closely with the ABPC board.
The successful candidate would be expected 
to produce a monthly written report outlining 
the number of businesses contacted per 
month, the numbers engaged, information 
gathered and business feedback/views, as 
well as attending monthly board meetings 
and the regular news and networking 
meetings.
The candidate could either be an individual 
consultant, or from a consultancy business. 
Those interested are invited to submit a short 
proposal outlining their experience, how 
they would approach the work, the number 
of days proposed, and their hourly or daily 
rate. Proposals can be submitted by email to 
hello@aycliffebusinesspark.co.uk by Friday 
1st June, 2021.

Consultant Wanted

Dear Sir, 
As a prospective customer to one of the 
companies who advertise through your 
illustrious magazine, I have a question . . . 
When you advertise that ‘no job is too small’ 
for you to be interested, why do you not have 
the decency to at least return my calls?
Four times I called this company and I am 
still awaiting a common courtesy reply to at 
least tell me you are either:
1: Too busy, or
2: You can’t do the job.
Just replying to my calls would have satisfied 
my enquiry. I have since found another 
company, that not only replied, but are going 
to do the work.
A very disgusted not to be customer

No Job Too Small
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HC-One, the Kind Care Company, is offering 
photography students a unique opportunity 
to enhance their portfolios with an exciting 
photography project.
The UK’s largest care home provider is 
looking for local photography students 
who would like to gain some hands-on 
experience within the health and social care 
sector.
The project will involve visiting Defoe 
Court Care Home in Newton Aycliffe, 
where participants will stage rooms and 
take photographs of the care home, both 
internally and externally.
COVID-19 precautions will be in place 
throughout the project, including wearing 
PPE and a rigorous testing system upon 
entry into our care home.
Participants would require access to 
camera equipment and the ability to send 
the finished images to HC-One. Photo 

Snap-Happy Project at Defoe

Staff at Sugar Hill are so proud of Year 
3 pupil Riley, as on 25th March, Riley’s 
grandad had a cardiac arrest at work. The 
amazing team at Gestamp acted fast and 
kept him alive until the paramedics arrived. 
He was then taken to James Cook Hospital.
Riley has always loved drawing so, to say 
thank you, he drew a helicopter and wrote, 
‘Thank you for saving my Grandad’s life’.
Riley’s family then messaged the Great 
North Air Ambulance Service and they were 
absolutely over the moon! They put it all 
over their social media accounts and also 
requested the original copy to be put in their 
headquarters.
Riley was so proud of himself and rightly so. 
It’s lovely to hear that Riley’s Grandad is on 
the road to recovery.
Well done Riley, you are a fabulous 
Grandson and pupil at Sugar Hill.

So Proud! JK Roofing & Building
All Roofing and Building work undertaken

• Full Roofs  • Extensions  • Felt Roofs
• UPVC Fascias/Soffits  • Dry Verge/Ridge
Free estimates:

Tel: 07596 801534
07562 439455 or 01325 350618

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed
Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling

Felting & Pointing - Guttering
Rubber Fibre Glass Flat Roofing

Light Weight Conservatory Roofs
With 20 Years Guarantee

Free Estimates

Tel: 01388 605489
07986 217936

BREWARD
roofi ng contractors

Serving the region since 1945
• New Roofs • Flat Roofs •
• High Performance Felt •

Tiling, Slating, Fibreglass Roofs
• Stone Slating • Leadwork •

• Repairs • Chimneys •
•Dry Verge Systems •

uPVC Guttering, Soffi ts & Facias
• Storm Damage • Velux •

Light Weight Conservatory Roofs
Insurance Work Welcome

All Work Guaranteed
Time Served - Free Estimates

Finance Available

01388 661308 or 07967 018998

Roofing

Jacks Driving School
Fully Qualified High Grade Instructors

 TRAILER/CARAVAN
 TRAINING ALSO
 AVAILABLE

Helping you to relax, enjoy and build confidence
Excellent first time pass rate - Block booking offers

Jack: 07949 195 184
Special offer: First 5 hours £95 - www.jacksdrivingschool.co.uk

Driving School

For all your 

Wedding 
Stationery  

contact

NEWTON 
PRESS
300212

sales@newtonpress.net Jeff Horsley
28 years experience

Full Build of Extensions
Porches, Garages,

Garden Walls, Patios,
Concreting and Re-Pointing

FREE ESTIMATES
Guaranteed Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01325 313939
or 07970 869967

Builder

SHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Door
Repair

Specialist

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs
Mechanism Repair/Replacement
Door Adjustment - Door Furniture
Emergency Door Opening
90% OF PARTS IN STOCK

24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114
07748 044 808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Locksmith

Foster Joinery Services
All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

From inside the home: Doors, Hardwood and Laminate 
Flooring, Skirting and Architrave, Staircases and 

revamping what you already have, Loft entrances and 
Loft Ladders.

To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.
Also Plastering Tiling and Bathroom fitting.
No job too small - Can supply all materials

Just ring 07748 967 374 for a FREE quote

C SMILLIE
• Joinery •
• Building •

• Decorating •
Established 1984

Apprenticeship Served

312024  after 6pm

Joinery

TV.  AERIAL  FITTERS
All aspects of aerial work undertaken

01325 307075

Quick service & fair prices 

Richard NaylorCall

CCTV

15% OFF
with this 

advert

Aerial Installations

No Job Too Small
Fuse Board Upgrades
Rewires  |  Lighting

Extra Sockets
Fault Finding
Free Quotes

Contact Dave on
Telephone:

07563
088 946

01325 317535

DJW
ELECTRICS

• Fuse Board Upgrades •
• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •

• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •
• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on 

01325 313282
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)

Check out our website for monthly
deals: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

Electrical

editing software would be beneficial but not 
essential and no previous experience is 
required, but a keen interest in photography 
would be desirable.
Sarah Todd, Home Manager, commented: 
“This is a wonderful opportunity for local 
budding photographers to hone their skills 
and gain experience in a health and social 
care environment.”
If you would like more information regarding 
this photography opportunity, please contact 
HC-One via marketing@hc-one.co.uk
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For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338
waterways@talktalk.net

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs    Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes    Power Flushing

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596

Mobile 07931 591381

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs
Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing
Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

W. HEATHCOTE
Plumbing

and Heating
Services

Time served tradesman
Over 40 years experience

Boiler Installations
Boiler Servicing & Repairs

Call Out Service
Power Flushing

General Plumbing Work

01325 307 052
07595 051 717

www.wheathcote.com

 
 
 VALLEY

WROUGHT IRON
High Quality Gates, Wall

Railings & Garden Fences

Free Estimates and Advice
Experienced Tradesmen

Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Contact Stephen on
07976 554046 anytime

E: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www. valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Iron / Steel

Time Served Royal Horticultural Society Arborist
• Felling, Dismantling & Pruning • Hedge Cutting

• STUMP GRINDING AND REMOVAL
• Local Authority Approved Contractor

All Areas Covered - Free Quotations and Advice

Alexander Walker TechArborA., ND Arb., SOC Arb
Fully Insured - Professionally Trained - Aycliffe Based

07544 802052 or 01325 321113
www.awtreecare.co.uk

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work

Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking & 

Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432

Mobile: 07765 374 905

Gardening

Alpine Landscapes
Patios, Driveways, 

Fencing, Decking, Gravel, 
Turfing, Walls. All work 
guaranteed. 25 years 

experience, est 15 years, 
professional advice.

alpinelandscapes.co.uk 
Alan on 07974 710351

ROSEWOOD
TREE WORK

Felled, Pruned, Hedges 
Cut, Fencing, Gravel.

All aspects of
groundwork considered.

20% off for OAPs.
Tel 01325 318679
or 07740 999075

Full House, Part Load
or Single Items.

Local and National
Storage Available.

01325 319842
07970 201841

or 07857 602267

Smiths
removals

Your Move
Local Family Run Business

Est. 2005 - Fully Insured
Single Items from £15
3 Bed House from £99

Call Jor for a free quote
Tel: 07535 362591

Removals

ASK Services
Man + Van, Removal, 

Delivery and lots more.
Contact Paul

07399 628345

Storage

“U” STORE
Aycliffe Business Park
Domestic and Industrial 
storage. Open 6 days a 
week. Large and small 

containers from
£12 per week

INTERNAL STORAGE
AVAILABLE

317716, 07850 646355

G. CROSSEN
PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07340 606402
Time Served  -  C&G  -  Established 1998

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator

Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate
01325 483 697

or 07745 037 754

Decorating

C. A. Plasterers
all plastering work,

artex skimmed,
small jobs, free estimates
Tel: 01388 721206

‘Laundry Ladies’
Offering a wash, 
dry and ironing 

service (domestic 
or commercial). 

Free collection and 
drop off included. 

Tel 07928 768744 or 
laundryladies16@gmail.com

‘Cleaning Angels’
For all your cleaning 
needs. Commercial 
cleaning available. 

Domestic, end of tenancy, 
holiday lets, builders 
cabins, oven cleans, 

office cleaning, window 
cleaning (up to 8ft), 

ironing service available. 
Competitive rates.

Sanitising & Fogging
Find us on Facebook
Angela 07518 798 595

‘Bricklaying 
Angels’

Newly qualified bricklayer 
I am doing brick BBQs, 
brick walls, bird tables 

etc. Find us on Facebook 
or Contact

Angela 07928 768744

FOR ALL YOUR 
PRINTING

REQUIREMENTS
Newton Press 
 Tel: 300212

For all your print 
requirements

Newton 
Press 

300212
Remember to tell the advertiser you 

found them in the Newton News

DRAGON 
DECORATORS
All aspects of interior 
& exterior decorating, 
including children’s 

artwork. Over 30 years 
experience. Member of 
“Checked & Vetted”. 
No job too small, free 

estimates. During Covid 
endemic I will be wearing 

full PPE clothing.

Contact Colin on 
07952 364426

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES

• Carpet and 
upholstery cleaning
• Leather cleaning 

and repair
• Pressure washing

• Gutter clean & repair
• End of tenancy cleans

• Domestic and  
Commercial cleaning
• Janitorial supplies

• Fully insured

07895 697 115
01325 494294

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE REPAIRS

ALL MAKES OF WASHERS
TUMBLERS, MICROWAVES
DISHWASHERS
VACUUM CLEANERS
FRIDGE/FREEZERS
COOKERS
* Free Estimates
* No Call Out Charge
* Appliances Plumbed in

Telephone:  321756

GUTTER 
CLEANING 

SERVICE
Gutters, Fascia and 

Soffits cleaned.
Paul 07399 628345

StainKleen
Professional Cleaning Services for Carpets, Upholstery, Rugs

and Leather Cleaning - Tiling and Grout Floor Cleaning
RAPID DRYING - FULLY INSURED

Tel Paul on 01325 493003
Mobile: 07817 573 604   -   Web: www.stainkleen.co.uk

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutter and UPVC
Cleaning Service

No Ladders Required
Conservatory Cleaning
Also Gutters Renewed

and/or Repaired

07519 376870

Home Services

Pest Control

01325 301063
07790 732089

www.pestguard1.co.uk

CALL PESTGUARD TODAY
Newton Aycliffe Based

Fully Licensed & Insured
30+ years trading

throughout the North East

Pest Control

PROTECH
Direct Pest Control

Experts in industrial, 
commercial & domestic 
pest control. 18+ years 

experience, fully insured, 
free quotes.

Tel 01325 310520 or 
07896 848856 (24 hours)

Fences Erected & Repaired

For a Free Quotation
contact Sean on 

07393 738755
srhfencing@yahoo.com

Aycli� e Fencing
Fence Repairs.

Posts Replaced.
New Fencing & Gates
supplied and fitted.

All hedges cut / pruned.
Weed control.
Spraying etc.

07840 674727
Funeral
Cards 

Completed within 
24 hours

NEWTON 
PRESS
300212

sales@newtonpress.net

Plumbing

Carpets Fitted
and Refitted by

Time Served fitter.
Call Paul on

07985 350188
or 317928

Men Talking Together meet every 
Monday, 11.00am at Unit 14, IES Centre, 
Newton Aycliffe (behind Newton Press).
If you are sat at home lonely or bored 
come and join us, Senior Citizens 
welcome. We go on outings to various 
places, have a cup of tea and food. If you 
need advice we will be able to point you 
in the right direction.
Ring 308094 or 07967 901477.

Men Talking Together
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Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Opticians

BVA Foundation
FREE
Confidential
Post Abortion
Counselling 
available

Telephone:
01642 616077

SAMARITANS
13 Woodland Road

Darlington.
We are here for you 24 

hours a day.
Freephone 116123

Personal

Aycliffe 
COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification

PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades  -  Data Recovery
Windows 10 Installation

Broadband Installation
Networking  -  Anti Virus

Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

No Call Out Charge Within 
Newton News Circulation area

Contact Rob
01325 310737
07841 867170
aycliffecomputers@gmail.com

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED 
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER 

BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

Computers

Tuition

ENJOY LEARNING
Guitar, Bass or

Drums at home.
Roger 01325 321444
Friendly, Experienced

Sudoku
     1

       1 2 7

  2 7    4

        9 4

 9   3

    5 4    6

 4     7  3

   3  8

 8    2  5 6

For Sale

Brand New double 
divan with quilted 
Damask mattress, 
£140: New Single 
divan with quilted 
Damask mattress £95. 
Immediate delivery 
arranged. Tel: 07789 
113343

Glass Vodka skull 
head, new £10. Tel 
01325 312518

Black console table, 
curved legs, 43" (L) 
x 14" (W) x 31" (H). 
Small drawer at front, 
new, £50 OBO. Tel 
01325 312518

Apollo Belmont gents 
bike, never used, 
£100. Tel 07784 
480702

EK Bookkeeping & Admin Services
A small self employed bookkeeping company

helping with your accounts and self assessments
Contact Wendy 07855 544858
email: ekbook.keeping@gmail.com

Bookkeeper

PET PRIDE
Dog Grooming

Services by Robbie
Est. 2009

Mob 07903 996 649
Tel 01325 315 215

Email petpride@live.co.uk

Pets

Mobility Scooter
/ Wheelchair etc.

any condition
Tel 07401 133459

WANTED
Off road motorbikes

running or not
Tel 07860 560295

Wanted

Lynn’s Mobile 
Hairdressing

Over 25 years experience
For a friendly reliable service 

Call Lynn 07904 219997

Hairdressing

Julie’s Mobile 
Hairdressing

Cuts £10
Cut & Finish £20

Perms £40
Julie 07801 192417

2 Bedroom House
Old part of town

Shafto Way, £450pcm
Tel: 07970 690305

Furnished Room
To Rent

near Business Park
Newton Aycliffe.

Ideal for professional 
tenant. Enquire at

jdmproperties@outlook.com
or call 01677 930070

Accommodation

3 Bedroom
Family Home

Fully Refurbished
£550 PCM

Tel: 01325 351212

4 Bedroom
Single garage 
detached house for 
rent in Cobbler's 
Hall with easy access 
to local amenities. 
Double glazed with 
central heating. Partly 
furnished with private 
and spacious garden. 
£840 PCM, open to 
offers. Tel: 07872 
618178.

Have you always wanted to learn to run?
Improve your fitness?
Join a new group - ladies only! 
Brand new beginners, starting Monday 
14th June 2021 at 6.30pm. We run from 
Tesco Park for the 10 weeks, 0-3 miles!
£25 for 10 weeks and you receive a medal 
on week 10!
Call/text Jules on 07966 968388 to secure 
your place!

Sisters Are Doing It
Beginners Running

Greenfield Arts are excited to share a full 
programme of creative activity with you 
this summer and continue to offer creative 
opportunities that inspire new ways of 
seeing and being. The programme offers 
exhibitions, projects and activities both within 
our arts centre facility and online and will 
reflect and build upon a ‘climate of change’. 
Our offer to young people and families 
includes projects and activities that are free 
of charge and will appeal to our ‘Creative 

Greenfield Arts Summer Season

Explorers’.  Led by artist Dawn Belshaw this 
is a brand-new summer art project that will 
run over four weeks with crafty workshops to 
spark curiosity through fun crafty sessions.
There is also a free school holiday activity 
through our ‘Finders, Seekers’ project both 
at Newton Aycliffe and Shildon. Artist Paul 
Theo Murray will be leading the session, be 
an eco-warrior and make something to take 
home in these hands-on sessions inspired 
by nature. During the summer holidays we 
will be offering one off sessions for young 
people including painting and drawing, 
young yoga and fun with photography - 
exciting opportunities suitable for aged 8+.
Our projects ‘Shout About Shildon’ and 
‘Shildon in Motion’ are reaching an exciting 
finale with celebrations and our Cree groups 
are enjoying a full programme of activity.
We are welcoming our community into 
our arts centre facility from Monday 17 
May in a safe and creative environment 
with a full programme that includes three 
new exhibitions in The Greenfield Gallery 
with opportunities and creative challenges 
running alongside.
We are thrilled to reopen our Arts Centre 
facility to extend and add to our existing 
vibrant offer. We reopen with a new artwork 
‘Made at Home’, by artist Helen Lane, 
that celebrates community creativity and 
collaboration. The textile piece reflects the 
way our community have turned to arts and 
creativity and collaboration.
The programme and opportunities include 
an artist talk and taster with Elaine Vizor and 
a sketching workshop with artist Graham 
Stead to develop skills and learn more about 
capturing the world around us. Our well-
being and learning continue with our yoga 
inspired sessions and the chance to broaden 
your horizons through learning Spanish as a 
language. To find out more and reserve your 
place visit our website www.greenfield-arts.
co.uk or contact our team by emailing info@
greenfield-arts.co.uk or by calling 01325 
379048 
Greenfield Arts provide and stimulate 
creativity, questioning and enquiry to 
encourage our community to explore a 
greater understanding of themselves and 
the world around them. To achieve this we 
collaborate to produce and commission high 
quality dynamic and stimulating arts and 
creativity.
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HAVE YOU
GOT NEWS
FOR US?

We are always interested
in local news stories.

We like to feature good
news and interesting

items on achievements
& community service

Tel: Paul
01325 300212

or paul@newtonnews.co.uk

NEWTON NEWS

Obituary

In Memoriam

Birthday 
Remembrance

Congratulations

Ellie Kate Masson

Happy 16th Birthday
11th May 2021

Happy sweet 16th 
birthday to our girl, 
have a lovely day.
Lots of love, Mam, 
Dad, your Brother 
Brad and fur Brother, 
Teddy xxxx

Peter Woodhead

20th May
I wish that I could see 
you Dad, for just a 
little while. I wish that 
I could hug you and 
see your lovely smile.
But wishing gets me 
nowhere, and longing 
is in vain. So I will 
hold you in my heart, 
until we meet again.
Happy birthday Dad.
All our love always 
and forever.
Mandy & John xxxx

Peter Woodhead

20th May
I miss your smile, your 
kindly ways. With you 
I spent happy days. 
I miss you when I 
need a friend, on you I 
always could depend.
If only you were here 
today, then this to 
you I would say, God 
bless you Dad on your 
birthday.
All my love, Gary xxxx

Barbara Sutton

14th May 1932
Birthday wishes we 
all send to our special 
angel in Heaven.
But all wish you were 
here to enjoy it.
Love always,
All the family xx

Lee Hoar

13th May 2019
Miss our walks and 
the nonsense talks. 
You’re always close to 
my heart, miss you.
Love, Kate xx

Margaret Henderson

22/11/46 - 10/5/202
Always in our 
thoughts, forever in 
our hearts.
Missed by all the 
family

Eileen Roach

Newton Aycliffe
11th May, peacefully 
in Defoe Court Care 
Home. Eileen, aged 
95 years. Formerly of 
Middridge.
Dear Sister to 
Nora; beloved Aunt 
to Stephen and 
Jonathan; Great-Aunt 
to Philip, Rowan, 
Thomas and Katy.
A Service of 
Thanksgiving will be 
held in Neville Parade 
Methodist Church on 
Friday 21st May at 
2.15pm.
Would friends kindly 
meet at the church 
where the family 
will join you all on 
their return from the 
Crematorium.
Family flowers only 
please, donations 
in lieu would be 
much appreciated 
in aid of The Stroke 
Association.

Charles Edward 
Bussey

Peacefully on 9th May 
2021, Charlie, aged 91 
years.
Beloved Husband of 
the late Margaret; 
much loved Dad of 
Michael, Peter and 
David; a dear Father-
in-Law; a treasured 
Grandad to Emma, 
Anna, Jonathan, Joe 
and Matthew and a 
good friend to many.
Funeral Service to take 
place in St. Mary's 
Roman Catholic 
Church on Wednesday 
26th May at 10.45am, 
followed by a private 
cremation.
Family flowers only 
please, donations in 
lieu, if so desired, to 
Cancer Research UK.
Any enquiries to 
John Meynell Funeral 
Directors, Tel: 01325 
301405.

Press Report – Wednesday, 12th May 2021
Just three Members turned out for the Club 
this week, though all in very different events, 
in what was another quiet week for racing. 
On Saturday, 8th May 2021, Jez LADBURY 
took on the Hardmoors Wainstones 13.1 
Trail Race. The Hardmoors Race Series, 
which usually includes a marathon, half 
marathon and 10K option on each race 
weekend, takes place on and around the 
North Yorkshire Moors, and the races are 
usually longer than the advertised distance, 
the organisers being proud to give you 
more for your money! On this occasion the 
13.1 Trail Race was actually 16.5 miles, 
and featured 3630ft of elevation, which Jez 
completed in 4:02:01. 
The following day, Sunday, 9th May 2021, 
Carley COOPER took part in the Durham 
Trail 10, hosted by the Trail Outlaws as part 
of their Urban Trail Series. The race started 
in Durham City, and provided runners with 
the opportunity to run on the trails and 
through the woodland surrounding the city 
itself. Carley completed the 10 mile race in 
2:10:13.
Later that afternoon, John SURTEES 
donned his spikes for the 1500m race in the 
North East Counties Athletics Association 
Open Meeting at Middlesbrough. Running in 
Heat 6, John came home in 4:23.25, which 
was a new PB for John, and set a new Club 
Record in his Age Category (M35-39) for the 
distance.   
If you have any queries about the activities 
of Aycliffe Running Club, please visit our 
website www.ayclifferunningclub.org.uk, 
or contact the Club’s Secretary, Donna, at 
ayclifferunningclub@gmail.com

All hedgehogs in Rescue are making 
excellent progress but have a bit to go before 
we start releasing, the weather conditions 
are very difficult for them, dry one minute, 
then wet, too wet for nest making and food 
sources are getting submerged. The more 
food we provide for them in our gardens 
the better the outcome for these very cute 
mammals. 
We have had a lot of support, as usual, from 
Sonia, Bev, Angie and, not forgetting, June 
and Valerie for continuing to knit lots of lovely 
animals for us to sell. We have also received 
a cash donation anonymously, thank you all.
Because it has been very cold this May we 
are admitting before any releasing can be 
done and other rescues local to us are able 
to step in and help. We are also attending 
car boot sales to raise funds to stay afloat 
with food, medical supplies and bedding. 
Antibiotics don’t come cheap but it’s being 
able to act in any emergency that is essential 
to rescue centres. When we receive a hog 
into rescue, not knowing what their problems 
are some detective work is necessary, time 
is of the essence, the sooner we get them in, 
the better the outcome.  
In this last week we have admitted six poorly 
hedgehogs. Bonnie is already nice and 
settled here and having treatment for parasite 
burden, Ken and Kathleen brought her in and 
also left a cash donation towards her care, 
she has a poorly eye but it will be sorted. 
Also a cash donation has been received 
from Holly’s finder, she is doing very well 
and has completed her treatment, poor soul 
was freezing cold and hypothermic on arrival 
but 24 hours in our vivarium soon made her 
better.  Finally Rebecca also got in touch with 
us about a very weak hog, just admitted an 
hour ago, he or she will be allowed to sleep, 
get used to captivity and treatment starting 
later today. 
Maxine, Tara and Tyra

Dear Sir,
I would like to use the Newton News to say 
a Very BIG Thank You to the people of the 
West Ward who voted for me in the May 6th 
elections for the Town Council. 
As I have done in years past, I will represent 
you to the best of my ability, if you have any 
local problems, I am here for you and if I can 
solve them I will. 
I have never door knocked and instead have 
always used my banner since the 2003 
election and every four years since. 2021 
will be the last time that I will be standing, It 
is, and has been an honour to serve as your 
local Councillor, so thank you once again for 
your support over the last 30 years.
Take Care - Stay Safe. 
Alderman George C Gray 
Councillor For The West Ward 

Huge Thank You
Fun sessions with songs, puppets and 
props, learning British sign language with 
your little one!
The next set of sessions starts on 
Tuesday 25th May for six weeks at The 
Fish Tank on Aycliffe Business Park.
£40 for 6 weeks.
Contact Jules on 07966 968388

Sign ‘n’ Sing Sessions
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LOW PRICES ON NEW
• Doors • Windows • Conservatories •
• Porches • Guttering • Facias •
• Soffits • Brickwork • Door Canopies •

We also complete all aspects of
repair work on:  • Misted Units •
• Broken Locks • Leaks •

For a sensible, no obligation quotation
07816 675935 anytime or 304286 after 6pm

THE WINDOW GUYTHE WINDOW GUY
DOOR
SALE

NOW ON

Free Delivery on Orders £10+
10% Off  Collections

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

TAKEAWAY
Monday to 
Wednesday

BANQUET SPECIAL

ONLY £9.95

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

Bengal..Lounge

OPEN
NEW YEARS EVE
FROM 4.30pm

BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £9.95

Available Thursday only
• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad
• Any Appetiser   • Any Main Course  • Any Rice or Nan

(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions applyTA
KE

 A
W

AY

THALI NIGHT
TUESDAY NIGHTS ONLY
ONLY £11.95

DINE IN

VALENTINES
BOOKINGS
Now Accepted

Mother’s Day Special
Sunday 22nd March
£11.95 - Book your table now

DINE IN

OPEN Christmas Day
Taking bookings now

Call us 01325 313326 to book your table
Deposit required when booking

BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £9.95

Available Thursday only
• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad

• Any Appetiser   • Any Main Course
• Any Rice or Nan

(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions applyTA
KE

 A
W

AY

Now taking bookings for
VALENTINE’S DAY

Valentines Special 
£28.95 per couple
Poppodoms & pickles - Any two 
starters - Any two main courses 

- Any rice and naan bread
Between two people - T&C apply

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

Fault Finding / Repairs Qualifi ed Electrician
Extra Lights and Sockets Reliable Service
New Fuse Boards / Alarms Tidy Work
Rewires   Free Quote
Landlord Inspections  Satisfaction Guaranteed

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • 01388 772671  |  30-31 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7JJ • 01325 463303
Also 
available in leather

ELECTRIC and MANUAL
R EC L IN E R  SU I T E S

Park right outside our showroom 
and shop at your leisure!

OVER 20 IN STOCK 
FOR

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

Cash 4 Clothes

DROP OFF POINT
Unit 23 FlexSpace
Ayclife DL5 6ZF
Open: 10.00-4pm Mon-Friday

07496 280830

OPEN NOW

U8’s Whites took on Hebburn Town on 
Saturday in awful conditions and were 
outstanding in the first half. They did 
everything but find the back of the net, Josh 
and Oscar hitting the woodwork several 
times. Second half didn’t go their way, the 
highlight being Oscar nearly scoring a worldy 
from half way. MOTM went to William. Well 
played by all despite a frustrating result.
U8’s TJFA travelled to Leven Juniors with 
a much improved performance from the 
reverse fixture 2 weeks ago. They didn’t get 
the result they wanted but a great goal from 
Fin put a smile on the lad’s faces. MOTM 
Findlay for a great defensive display.
Our U9 Blacks played Hetton Juve on 
Saturday in horrendous conditions. They 
never gave up and played some great 
football. With conditions starting to tell, it was 
not going to be their day. An amazing effort, 
leaving the coaches extremely proud. MOTM 
went to Charlie John for never giving up 
and showing great all round improvement. A 
special mention to the whole team for their 
perseverance.
The U9 Juniors played host to Guisborough 
this week, in what was a really tight game. 
Jack scoring just on half time for Aycliffe. 
The away keeper was in inspired form and 
a world class save at the end prevented a 
draw. MOTM Mason, a mature, solid display.
U11s played hosts to Riverside Juniors in 
a thrilling match which saw lots of goals 
and exciting end to end football. A fantastic 
second half saw Callum grab a brilliant hat 
trick from the bench. MOTM awarded to 
Theo.
U12 Blacks travelled to top of the league 
Headworth and were unlucky to be on the 
wrong end of a 3-1 scoreline. Despite the 
result, it was a fantastic performance with 
Aycliffe outplaying the league leaders for 
most of the game. Some great feedback 
after the game from the hosts, leaving the 
coaches and parents really proud of the 
team.

N.A.F.C. JUNIORS

U12 Whites were at home, hosting a very 
good Leven side who unfortunately ran out 
8-3 winners. Aycliffe did score 3 great goals, 
with Jack scoring 1 and Jake grabbing 2. 
Ellis worked tirelessly in defence and was 
rewarded with the man of the match.
U13s Whites made the short trip to 
Darlington to play Spraire Lads on Sunday 
in a local derby. Aycliffe were simply 
outstanding all game, and the football was 
fantastic, running out 4-2 winners. Goals 
coming from Mason x2, Jayden and Niall. 
MOTM was awarded to Harvey.
U14s travelled to top of the table Darlo 
RA in what promised to be an enthralling 
encounter. An awesome 3-0 win for the 
juniors with a goal from Josh followed by two 
from Tom A maintained their 100% start to 
the season, closing the gap to 3 points on 
the leaders with games in hand.
U16s played host to Cargo Fleet on Sunday 
at Woodham. A real team display, playing 
some great football, running out 4-2 winners. 
A hat trick from Brennan F and 1 from Jack 
C.


