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Adults Offered the Chance to Get Healthier in 2021
The Better Health campaign
comes after research found
almost seven in ten North East
adults want a healthier lifestyle
due to their experiences of the
coronavirus pandemic.
Eating more healthily, losing
weight and exercising more
were at the top of the list
of changes from the recent
country-wide survey of more
than 5,000 people.
The campaign encourages
residents to work towards a
healthier lifestyle in manageable
steps, whether losing weight
by getting active and eating
better, looking after their
mental wellbeing, or by quitting
smoking.
Support is being offered through a variety of online tools, apps and
offers, including the updated NHS 12 Week Weight Loss app at
www.nhs.uk/betterhealth
The survey also revealed the impact of the pandemic saw
behaviours in the North East change during 2020, including:
• Almost a quarter of people reported snacking on unhealthy food
and drinks at least once a day (23%)
• Almost a third said they were exercising less (31%) in the latter

half of 2020
• 16% claimed their alcohol intake had increased since the start of
the second national lockdown.
Claire Mathews, Health and Wellbeing Programme Lead for Public
Health England North East, said: “Managing all the pressures of
everyday life can mean that exercise and diet takes a back seat, but
the past year has made this even more of an issue for many people
in the North East. Our health survey has shown that seven out of ten
adults in the region want to become healthier in 2021.
“The Better Health campaign, with NHS-approved advice, shows
that making small, often simple, lifestyle changes can have a
positive impact on our health and wellbeing. Looking at what we eat,
what we drink and increasing our exercise gradually can reduce our
future risk of cancer, heart disease, diabetes and other long-term
conditions. I would urge everyone in the North East to search online
for ‘NHS Better Health’ or speak to your GP for advice and tips to
make 2021 a brighter, healthier year for you and your loved ones.”
To find out more about making healthy changes search ‘NHS Better
Health’ or visit www.nhs.uk/betterhealth

A Huge Thank You!
Cash donations
from supporters;
supermarket staff
who donated
instead of doing a
Secret Santa; free
toys and food from
supermarket - the
ROC Solid supported
housing charity team
in Newton Aycliffe
want to say a huge
thank you.
“We have been
blown away by
the generosity of
local people and
companies,” said
Service Manager,
Mandy Shaw, “their
kindness meant that
some very vulnerable
people and families
were able to enjoy a good Christmas.”
The charity operates more than 70 units of accommodation in
Newton Aycliffe and Teesside, including a house for women with
drug and alcohol issues that has been recognised as an example of
national good practice by The Prison Reform Trust.
“Staff from Sainsbury’s at Cobblers Hall opted to make a donation to
us instead of doing a Secret Santa,” said Mandy, “and two individual
women generously gave £100 and £200 towards the Christmas
effort. We always make sure everyone has a Christmas dinner and
has gifts. Some of the people we work with would have woken up to
absolutely nothing on Christmas Day, if it wasn’t for the kindness of
our supporters.”
Aldi and Tesco were also generous with food and toys. The charity
had been very busy during the pandemic. It sourced funding to
deliver 1000 home-cooked hot meals to local people and they also
provided groceries to vulnerable people outside of the charity.
It works in partnership with a wide range of organisations, including
leaving care teams, probation and drug and alcohol services. Its
co-founders, Dot and Derek Butler, are directors of Newton Aycliffe
based ROC Group, which offers a range of social care services,
including children’s homes, extra supported living for teenagers
with complex needs who are transitioning to independence, CQC
Outstanding Personal Care/Outreach for children with complex
needs and the supervision of contact between children in care and
family members.
Photo: Mandy Shaw, ROC Solid Service Manager, is pictured far left
with some of her Newton Aycliffe team.
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Greenfield Students
Follow Their Aspirations
HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?

We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.
Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£49.00 inc VAT (per will) and Free Home Visit
During the day or evening
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE
PLANNING PRACTITIONERS
Members of the Society of Will Writers
F.Inst.PA (Qualiﬁed Paralegal)

Funeralcare
Providing a caring personal service
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Newton Aycliffe Funeralcare
Oakcliffe Cottage,
Macmillan Road, DL5 4LH

Students from Greenfield Community
College are taking part in a project that
01325 300 510
will help them explore their ambitions and
aspirations. The group of young people are
www.coop.co.uk/funeralcare
working alongside artist Richard Bliss in an
Arts Council funded project supported by
Greenfield Arts that celebrates the practices
SPECIAL OFFER:
of ordinary people and how they thrived in
Five Windows
places such as Newton Aycliffe.
331392-2_Newton_Aycliffe_ad.indd 1
15:33
+ One Door 15/05/2017
Drawing
upon the heritage of Newton
£2880 inc. VAT
Aycliffe and its beginnings as a new town
the students are learning about the early
pioneers in the town and the aspirations and
• UPVC Windows and Doors •
ambitions of those that came to work and
• Conservatories •
live here. Students have been looking at the
• Composite Doors •
ethos and aspirations of ‘new towns’ and the
ambitions they faced to promote a classless
• Bi-Folding Doors •
community with ideals that could fuel a better
future.
Like the early pioneers, students are finding
the resourcefulness within themselves is
Email: info@bespoke-windows.co.uk
a positive strength and they are exploring
ways that they can look at their town with
new eyes and how they can create ambition
for themselves and others.
Artist Richard Bliss and Katy Milne, Creative
Director at Greenfield Arts, are currently
meeting students online during their T4S
(TimeforSuccess) lesson. “The students
are exploring with artist Richard Bliss, the
possibilities for their futures and the kind of
Manufactured in our Newton Aycliffe Factory
place and future they want for society. They
are interested in unity and are inspired by
the aspirations of the new town and how
we can build on these to bring about more
positive change for everyone.” We are
looking forward to sharing the results of the
project which will culminate in an exhibition
or work that will tour across the county and
continue to inspire ambition and aspirations
www.bedrooomimage.co.uk
in others.
Visit our new studio at:
“I am really pleased to be working with
24 Cockerton Green, Darlington DL3 9EU
Greenfield Arts again and with the students
Telephone (01325) 464100
from Greenfield Community College. We will
or
be working online and our collaboration will
Middlesbrough and Washington
eventually lead to us making a piece for the
Telephone 0191 417 9174
exhibition Workers Thread which will open at

Telephone 01325 468222

Bedroom
Image
Sliding Wardrobes

Ushaw later this year, and then tour to other
venues in Durham” said artist Richard Bliss.
Greenfield Community College is an
Arts and Science specialist school. The
school promotes an inclusive curriculum
encouraging students to work together to
realise an outstanding learning experience.
If you would like to find out more visit www.
greenfieldschool.net or contact the school by
emailing contact@greenfieldschool.net or by
calling 01325 300378.
This project is funded by Arts Council
England and is a partnership with Ushaw
Historic House, Chapel and Gardens, Bishop
Auckland Town Hall, Greenfield Arts and led
by artist Richard Bliss.

SIESTA BLINDS
BLINDS DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY

View online: www.siestablinds.com
Visit our showroom:
Whinfield Drive, Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AU
Book an appointment: 01325 309003
OPEN:
Monday-Thursday 8.00am-5.00pm
Friday 8.00am-4.00pm, Saturday by appointment

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors

A caring personal service, from a local family business,
Here to help you through those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST

Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

Cobblers Hall Village Centre
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

Tel: (01325) 319519
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Council Shares Knowledge on Improving Energy Efficiency
A North East council has been sharing its knowledge on improving
energy efficiency in businesses at an international conference.
Since 2016, Durham County Council has contributed to the
LOCARBO project, an interregional cooperation project which has
been looking at ways to improve low-carbon economic policies.
Led by the Municipality of Potenza, Italy, and involves partners from
Italy (Basilicata Region), Hungary (Mi6), Lithuania (University of
Kaunas), Romania (Alba Iulia Municipality), Portugal (Municipality of
Vila Nova de Gaia), and the UK (County Durham).
Its aim is to improve EU policy to increase energy efficiency and the
use of renewables in buildings through innovative methods.
The council’s involvement in LOCARBO has been led by its low
carbon economy team, with a particular focus on improving energy
efficiency within small businesses.
Specifically, the team has been working to enhance the
effectiveness of the existing European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF) project it manages – the Business Energy Efficiency Project
(BEEP).
The project has greatly supported and contributes towards the
council’s Climate Emergency Response Plan (CERP) by supporting
and working with SMEs to decarbonise their business practices.
The council’s Climate Emergency Response Plan outlines measures
it will take to reduce carbon emissions from its operations by 80 per
cent by 2030, and to take necessary action to make County Durham
carbon neutral by 2050.
Throughout the LOCARBO exchange, a conference has been

WOODHAM ACADEMY
Washington Crescent, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 4AX
Telephone: 01325 300328
Email: info@woodham.org.uk Website: www.woodham.org.uk
Headteacher: Mr. A. Bell

Covid-19 National Testing Programme
• Test Assistant
• Processor
• Co-ordinator
• Registration Assistant
• Results Recorder
Support Staﬀ Salary Spine NJC scale point – c£9.62 per hour
From January, rapid-result tests will be provided to secondary schools to
conduct testing - this will help identify those who are carrying the virus
without displaying symptoms. Woodham Academy wishes to appoint to
the positions above to undertake routine testing of staﬀ and serial testing
of pupils who are identified as a close contact of someone who has tested
positive. A link to the programme can be found at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/secondary-schools-and-colleges-toget-weekly-coronavirus-testing
Hours will vary as the requirement for testing will be dictated by the number
of positive cases within the school. However, a minimum number of hours
per week will be agreed. The role will suit those with a medical, first aid or
administrative background but full training will be provided.
Woodham is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of
children and expects all staﬀ and volunteers to share this commitment. This
post is subject to enhanced disclosure; the successful applicants will be
subject to relevant vetting checks before an oﬀer of appointment is made
Woodham Academy is an Equal Opportunities Employer. We want to
develop a more diverse workforce and we positively welcome applications
from all sections of the community. Applicants with disabilities will be
invited for interview if the essential job criteria are met.
An application form, role descriptor and person specification can be
downloaded from the school website at https://woodham.org.uk/ or for
further information please contact s.barnett@woodham.org.uk
Closing date: Friday 29th January 2021 at 9.00am.

hosted every six months in one of the partnering countries involved
in the project.
In December 2019, the council hosted the LOCARBO event in
Durham. This year, Portugal was to host, however, due to the
coronavirus pandemic, the final conference took place online.
The final conference signified the end of the LOCARBO project
and took place on 4 December, where the council discussed its
experience as partners in the initiative.
Cllr John Clare, Durham County Council’s climate change champion,
said: “It has been immensely profitable to be involved in this
international cooperation. We have learned a great deal from our
LOCARBO partners, who have shared their expertise on projects
such as ‘energy clusters’, ‘energy intensity’ in the heating sector,
low tech solutions to building efficiency, a ‘virtual power station’,
‘communities for change’, ‘behavioural economics’ and a number of
other innovative ways of working. At the same time, we were able to
share the internationally-significant initiatives our low carbon team
has been developing to help small businesses to decarbonise their
processes.”
For more information about the LOCARBO initiative, visit www.
durham.gov.uk/locarbo

“Only Time Will Tell
Who is Right”
Dear Sir,
With regard to J.D. Clare’s letter on climate change and his bucket
list of ‘things to do’ to save the planet, I think he must live on fantasy
island!
For starters there is no doubt that climate change is on its way at a
great rate of knots, but if the whole of the UK became carbon free
tomorrow it would have little, or no, effect on the world’s climate.
You’ve got China, Amercia, Australia and other smaller countries
burning fossil fuels and will continue to do so for the foreseeable
future. Oil and gas will continue to be used for years to come and in
Brazil the rain forests are being devastated to grow crops.
The biggest polluter on the planet is the human race, so consider
this, if there wasn’t a human race, would there be any pollution?
Every child born, from cradle to grave, has to be fed, watered,
clothed and housed. For the materials to do this would produce tons
of C02, with ever increasing amounts as the population increased.
What is being done about it?
Nothing, and because we are doing nothing about it, old mother
nature has decided to take a helping hand. Just going back a few
hundred years we had the bubonic plague, the Spanish flu, two
world wars and other plagues and pestilances. Now we have Covid
1 and 2 and possibly more.
As I write, on the radio it stated east Africa is being overrun with
locusts. Has it not dawned on the powers that be that nature is trying
to tell us something. We ignore it at our peril.
Birth control never gets a mention. It seems as if some people seem
to think it is OK to have as many children as they want, whether or
not they can support them.
Only time will tell who is right.
R.C. Crook
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New Business for Local Accountancy Firm
A North East accountancy firm has gone from strength to strength
over the past 12 months – thanks, in part, to the pandemic.
Stuart Hall & Co, which has branches in Middlesbrough, Bishop
Auckland and Scotland, has had a busy year with growth up 20 per
cent, an office move and a promotion.
The firm was set up in 2009 by Stuart himself, and has since grown
to 16 members of staff and three branches.
Stuart said: “We have had an exceptionally busy year, both in terms
of the support needed by existing clients and also demand from new
clients.
“Growth since March is almost 20 per cent, in part because we have
seen a number of people setting up new businesses, either because
they have been made redundant due to the pandemic, or because
they’ve seen opportunities in a changed world.
“To put this growth into context, what we have achieved in the
last six months is the equivalent to the growth we achieved in the
previous 24 months. I believe that is a testament to the standards
of service we supply to our clients, as the vast majority of the new
business has come from word-of-mouth recommendation.”
To meet the rising demand the firm has recently moved its Teesside
base from Stockton to Middlesbrough’s Riverside Park – doubling its
office space – and is now looking to make further appointments.
Stuart said: “Despite the current economic situation, we continue to
win new business and needed the extra office space for more staff;
Middlesbrough was the obvious choice and we have a number of
clients in the area.
“Additionally, being able to socially distance our staff in our offices
is important to us and so we wanted additional space sooner rather
than later to allow us to do this.”
Stuart has also recently promoted long-standing staff member
Matthew Gilmore to the role of director, to support the firm in its
continued growth plans.
Matthew, who has worked for the company for more than five years,

will split his time between the two North East offices, with a focus on
Teesside.
He said: “I’m absolutely delighted to have been promoted to director.
When I joined the company, we discussed what the future would
look like for me but I never expected this to happen - especially not
in five years.
“I am extremely grateful that I have the opportunity to be part of what
Stuart has so successfully built, and I’m incredibly excited to play
a part in its future - despite the current financial problems we have
continued to grow the business in a sustainable way.”
For more information on Stuart Hall & Co, visit www.stuarthall.co.uk
Photo: (Left to right) Founder of Stuart Hall & Co, Stuart Hall and
Director Matthew Gilmore

Luxurious Valentine’s Day gift sets
now available!

Order one of our premium gifts sets that include:
• A quality gift box
• A selection of our award-winning pink gins
• Raspberry & Vanilla | Rhubarb, Ginger & Chilli | Pink Grapefruit | Strawberry & Black Pepper
• Bespoke gin-infused craft chocolate by
• Kacao chocolaterie of Richmond
• A custom, luxury Valentine’s Day card
• An optional picture frame (+ £3)
£40 per box with 3 x 20cl bottles of gin
£45 per box with 4 x 20cl bottles of gin

Visit www.theherbalgin.com or call 01325 589066 to order
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Local Vaccination GNAAS New Kit
Sites Available
Bag Improves
Patient Care
Health officials are reassuring patients
that they will be able to get their Covid-19
vaccination locally if they prefer not to
travel to a mass vaccination site.
GPs in County Durham have stressed
that patients invited to book a vaccination
appointment at The Centre for Life, Newcastle
- the North-East’s designated mass
vaccination site - can choose to wait until they
are contacted by their local GP.
NHS County Durham Clinical Commissioning
Group (CCG), chief officer, Dr Stewart
Findlay, said: “Letters from NHS England
have been sent to people aged 80 or older
who live within a 45-minute drive of the
vaccination site in Newcastle, inviting them to
book their COVID-19 vaccination.
“If people have received this letter but would
prefer to have their vaccination locally,
then they can choose to wait until they are
contacted by their local GP service.
“We know this may cause confusion for many
vulnerable people and their families but
please be assured, anyone registered with a
County Durham GP practice will be contacted
and invited to book their COVID-19 vaccine at
a local GP vaccination hub.”
County Durham has 13 vaccination hubs
across the county, with groups of GP
practices working together in Primary Care
Networks (PCNs), delivering the COVID-19
vaccination programme.
People who are are unable to leave their
home to travel to where they are offered
an appointment, and cannot arrange for
someone to help them, will be contacted
by their local GP services to arrange a
vaccination with a GP or District Nurse.
“If people receive a letter inviting them to the
mass vaccination site and they have already
booked an appointment with their local GP
service then they should just ignore the
letter,” added Dr Findlay.
“There is nothing they need to do except to
turn up at their scheduled GP appointment.”

READERS’ PHOTOGRAPHS

A team from the Great North Air Ambulance
Service (GNAAS) has pioneered a new kit
bag aimed at making their patient care more
efficient.
When GNAAS is called out to a critically
ill patient, seconds count and since the
development of these 15kg kit bags, the
critical care team has seen shorter on-scene
times which has ultimately resulted in better
patient care.
GNAAS paramedic, Lee Salmon, was part
of the team of five who came up with the
concept. Mr Salmon said: “These new bags
contain all our medical equipment.
“They are a modular system, comprising
of two main bags, a monitoring bag, and a
procedure bag. They are also supported by
small modules that can be clipped to each
bag to change its operational capability.”
Inside the new kit bags, you can expect
to find a ventilator for protective ventilator
strategies for those patients who are critically
ill, as well as a butterfly scanner ultrasound
so the team can do scanning on patients and
see whether they have any internal bleeding.
There is also a defibrillator and monitoring
unit to look at patients’ observations.
Mr Salmon said: “The bags function as a
miniature on-the-move A&E unit, but right by
the side of the patient when they are fighting
for survival.
“They will allow us to take critical care
equipment to the scene of the patient with
ease. We can’t always walk back to the
aircraft - if we were going to a patient on a
mountain top, for example - so we will always
want to take this with us.”
Hansell Composites from Stokesley helped
GNAAS to design and manufacture the
structure of the bag and Cumbrian-based
mountain equipment manufacturer, Aiguille,
also collaborated with the team to create a
bag that can carry a heavy load, safely and
ergonomically.
Before the bags were designed, members
of GNAAS’ critical care team would have
to go back to the aircraft for certain bits of
equipment or ask the ambulance crew to
get the things that we couldn’t carry. This
essentially created a time delay.
The new bags will be used on every job
GNAAS attends, from serious head injuries to
large road traffic collisions.
Mr Salmon said: “In situations like this, the
new bag system will save lives and justifies
the time, cost, and collaborative approach to
getting it right.
“We are always looking for new ventures,
pieces of equipment, and possibilities on
how to make people’s lives better, and the
public support in this endeavour is greatly
appreciated.”
GNAAS relies on donations to survive. Please
visit www.gnaas.com or call 01768 899 150
to support the charity, which operates from
Langwathby, near Penrith.

Views around the Boating Lake by Yvonne
Wood (Newton Aycliffe FC Treasurer).

(B6444 HEIGHINGTON LANE, AYCLIFFE)
(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2021
The Council on 15/1/21 made the above Order under the Road
Traffic Regulation Act, 1984 as amended, Section 14 (1) to prohibit all
vehicular traffic from proceeding on 75m of B6444 Heighington Ln,
Aycliffe from the junction with Station Rd westwards to the entrance
to Heighington Station car park to enable barrier testing works at
Heighington Station level crossing. Alt route from the eastern side
of the closure, B6444 Heighington Ln south easterly on B6444 St
Andrews Way to A167 then southerly to A1(M) Junction 59 (Aycliffe)
Interchange, south westerly on A1(M) to Burtree Interchange (J58)
then northerly along A68 and A6072 to the roundabout junction with
B6444 leading to the western side of the closure, and vice versa. A
local (non-HGV) diversion will be signed from the eastern side of
the closure, northerly via Spring Rd and Whinbank Rd, left onto
Horndale Ave then south westerly along School Aycliffe Ln to the
A6072 roundabout junction with B6444 to the western side of the
closure and vice versa. The maximum duration of the Order is 18
months. The proposed works are to commence from 11pm on 20/1/21
until 7am on 21/1/21. On occasions, alternative dates for closure may
be necessary and these will be signed accordingly.
Dated: 22nd January 2021
Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services
County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

www.shakencake.co.uk
OPEN: 5pm-10pm 7 DAYS A WEEK
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American Style Dining
in Your Own Home
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Why Are Lockdowns and
Too Late To Avoid
Social Distancing Important Climate Change?
During the Pandemic?
Dear Sir,
As a scientist at the beginning of 2020, looking at past pandemics,
such as the Spanish Flu, Cholera and the Black Death, the potential
that this unknown rising virus had was unthinkable. At first, people
thought that it would arise to nothing, blanket statements of ‘don’t
panic’ could be heard all over the news. However, a year on since
the first recorded cases, the Coronavirus outbreak has the potential
to become one of the deadliest pandemics of all time, with millions
of deaths predicted worldwide by the end of 2021.
However, what is unnerving is the number of people who still do not
take this virus and the precautions put in place, such as lockdowns
and social distancing, seriously; “Seasonal flu kills more people than
COVID-19”, “…lockdown will do nothing…”, “...we should just let the
virus run its course...”, are among some of the statements we hear
regularly.
So why are measures such as lockdowns and social distancing
important during this pandemic?
Well, there is something called the basic reproduction number.
This is the number of people that can catch the virus from an
infected person, assuming there is no immunity. For example, if you
are infected with the virus and infect your partner, Grandma and
neighbour, then you’ve infected 3 people in total. Think of this as a
chain reaction, you infect some people, they themselves then go on
to infect others, and so the chain continues, and the infection levels
increase.
What is not known, is what the average rate of infection is for
COVID-19.
It appears that this number is variable, when we are not socially
distancing and wearing masks, that rate is higher because more
people are being infected by the virus. If there is a lockdown, and
people are isolating, then this rate will reduce and, generally, the
virus will be spread in smaller numbers. As a rule, the stronger the
lockdown, the more the rate will drop.
Now, let’s put this in the perspective of healthcare capacity. If we let
the virus roam free, with no restrictions, then the virus reproduction
number would increase. There are restricted bed spaces as well
as limited numbers of doctors and nurses, and the higher that
reproduction number gets, more people will require hospitalisation.
This will result in more people receiving inadequate treatment as a
result of an overwhelmed NHS. Put simply, if we stay at home, that
virus reproduction number decreases, and the NHS can run safely providing care to those who desperately need it.
Maria O’Hanlon
PhD Student - National Horizons Centre (Teesside University)

Dear Sir,
Paul Howell MP has indeed helped to get
Brexit DONE! And so will many electors
discover they have been, as the reality of
Brexit, as opposed to the fantasy world
portrayed by Leave supporters, becomes
increasingly apparent.
Brexit was an avoidable calamity, but we are
now stuck with it. However, it may not yet
be too late to avoid Climate Change, which
an overwhelming majority of experts agree
is a disaster that threatens everyone in the
world, and not, as with Brexit, only us here
in the UK. And John D Clare is working to try
and prevent this disaster from happening,
rather than helping to inflict one upon us.
I know whom I consider has, and is, doing
more for the town.
Alan Jordan, Middridge

“Unbelievable service today!
Who else would go into work on a Saturday
because another company had let you down?
We had a family bereavement with no service booklet
and the family were devastated by this. Newton Press
responded immediately and reassured us they would
be ready in time.
The service booklets are beautiful - Thank you so much
- you have been saviours!”
The Hilditch family

whitehouse
se

ice

funeral service

Private Chapels of Rest
and Funeral Plans
Surtees House
Hilton Road
Newton Aycliffe DL5 6EN

(October 2019 to September 2020)

We have, at last, received the signed off accounts for the last
financial year. Normally the Balance Sheet would have been
circulated in November and presented to members attending
an AGM in December. Obviously, due to the pandemic and
lockdown periods, the normal procedures couldn’t be actioned.
Any members wanting to receive a copy of the Balance Sheet
please follow the steps below:
- Email a request to: nawmcthebigclub@outlook.com
Please include your Name, Home Address, Loyalty Card
Number or Club Membership Number. Membership details will
be checked against the 2020 register before sending a Balance
Sheet.
A copy of the Balance Sheet will be emailed back in a timely
manner. If there are any questions relating to the contents
of the Balance Sheet, please submit them by replying to the
received email. This will provide a line of traceability.
Replies to questions will also be dealt with in a timely manner.
The request window is now open and will close on Sunday 31st
January 2021.
IMPORTANT NOTE: The Balance Sheet is a confidential
OOSmembers
Busin Cards
document and can only be shared with
of back:Layout
the Club. 1
Many Thanks, NAWMC Management Team.

T: 01325 318600
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Julie Whitehouse

“A dopey pot-smoker
spent her birthday
in jail - after asking
police to help her
find her drugs stash.
Shane Walker was
planning to celebrate
her 25th birthday
when she realised
her marijuana had
been stolen by
her boyfriend. She
called officers in
Charleston, West
Virginia - and even
told them she
planned to sell the
drugs to pay for a
birthday treat.”

Financial Balance Sheet

The truly independent family
company caring for your needs

(24 hour)
Julie
John Whitehouse
Whitehouse

Humorous stories
reproduced from
newspapers from
around the world

PAGE
SPONSOR

24/10/

Page 8

Newton News

AYCLIFFE RADIO

Greenfield Arts Support
a Creative Exchange

LOCAL RADIO brought to you by LOCAL PEOPLE

Weekly Programme Schedule
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NEWTON AYCLIFFE
TOWN CENTRE MANAGEMENT
“Aycliffe Town Centre . . . Shopping for You”

Classic “Love Songs” Sun-Thurs 12 to 3am, Fri & Sat 2-3am
Updates from MP Paul Howell at 12noon daily
SATURDAY
9-10am
Eurovision Show
Simon Harding
10-12am
Moderation
Jack & Garvey
12-2pm
Kitchen Floorﬁllers
Caz BoJangles
2-4pm
Weekly Edition
Paul Baker
4-6pm
Northern & Classic Soul (R)
Kevin Sowerby
“The Saturday Night Experience” Sponsored by
Bengal Lounge Indian Restaurant & Takeaway
6-8pm
Evening Session
JimJams
8-9pm
Rock the House
Carl Booth
9-10pm
Retro Trance Mix
OZ-DJ
10-12am
Street ‘n’ Drum ‘n’ Bass
MC Supa
12-2am
Night Club Session
A DJ
SUNDAY
9-10am
Church Service
Xcel Centre
10-11am
Yesterdays Music Today
Alan Brown
11-12pm
Mystery Year
Paul Baker
12-2pm
Country & Americana Show
David Ringer
Blues Show Sponsored by Whitehouse Funeral Service
2-4pm
Bear Blues Show
Colin & Monica
4-6pm
Folk/Celtic/Rock Show
Steve & Col
6-7.30pm
Jazz Time
Mike Dixon
8-10pm
Paul’s Down Time
Paul Kjenstad
10-12am
Sean’s Sunday Set List
Sean Lawless
MONDAY to FRIDAY DAILY
10-12am
Golden Years
Paul Baker
12-1pm
A to Z of Pop (Mon, Tues & Wed)
Richard Smith
12-1pm
Call Me No 1 (Tues & Thurs)
Richard Smith
1-2pm
Memory Lane
Colin McNeillie
2-4pm
Afternoon Aycliffe
Paul Baker
MONDAY
6-7pm
60s Show
Karl Simons
7-8pm
70s Show
Peter Rush
8-9pm
80s Show
Gary Avery
9-10pm
90s Show
Paul Baker
10-11pm
00s Show
Producer Dan
11-12am
Teens Show
Andy Fittes
TUESDAY
6-7pm
Mystery Year
Paul Baker
7.30-11pm
Northern & Classic Soul
Kevin Sowerby
WEDNESDAY
5-6.30pm
Joey’s Jukebox
Joey Collins
8-10pm
Alternative Aycliffe
Gaz n Alby
THURSDAY
6-8pm
The List
Colin McNeillie
8-10pm
BeatRoote
Graeme Roote
FRIDAY
6-8pm
Techno Trance Mix
PVR Studios
8-10pm
29th Jan - BeatRoote House Mix
10-12am
Alternative Aycliffe (R)
Gaz n Alby
12-2am
Night Club Session
A DJ

Check our website for full schedule

www.ayclifferadio.co.uk

Newton Broadcasting Limited (t/a Aycliffe Radio) is a Private Company Limited by Guarantee, registered on 19th February
2018 in England and Wales. Registration number 11211835. Registered ofﬁce: Aycliffe Radio, c/o Blue Bridge Centre,
St. Cuthbert’s Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 6DS. Aycliffe Radio is CIC Registered (No. 11455404)
Scheduled shows can be changed/cancelled at any time.

LISTENING OPTIONS:

www.ayclifferadio.co.uk - Free App (all formats) - TuneIn
Radios Online - Internet Radio - Alexa - UK Online Radio
Radio Garden - Online Radio Box - Streema - StreamFinder
Deezer - Radio Shaker - www.radio.net

Greenfield Arts are busy supporting creativity in the community and
are looking forward to encouraging a creative exchange that will
inspire originality and an opportunity to produce new work.
Although the arts facility is presently closed the team are working to
bring about new innovative opportunities that will quench our thirst
for creativity. Greenfield Arts are working alongside professional
photographer Elaine Vizor to publish a new magazine.
‘Our Place’ will boast a collection of images, stories and recipes with
some top tips from artist and photographer Elaine. We will be calling
out for contributions that will form a creative exchange that we can
share and support each other’s creativity.
Guidelines allowing, Elaine will be launching the new venture with
an outdoor walk where you can explore and share your photography
with others and find out tips and ideas to capture the changing
seasons. The walk is scheduled for 2 March, visit our website to find
out more and to register your interest for this one-off activity.
Greenfield Arts are committed to providing high quality arts and
creative opportunities that encourage creativity, questioning and
curiosity. To find out more about us please visit www.greenfield-arts.
co.uk

Have Your Say . . .
Residents across County Durham are being invited to take part in a
survey about digital services over the next month.
Durham County Council is hoping the survey will help to identify any
barriers facing people across the county, in a bid to improve access
for its users.
Since March, more than 26,000 residents have created an online
account to access the council’s digital services.
The results of the survey will be used to further improve access by
identifying whether better information, training or equipment would
help more people move online.
Residents have until 25 January 2021 to take part in the survey.
It can be completed online at https://wh1.snapsurveys.com/s.
asp?k=160683861188.
A paper copy of the survey can also be requested by calling 03000
260 000. These can either be posted back or dropped in to collection
boxes at Newton Aycliffe leisure centre.
They can also be returned to the following libraries: Barnard Castle,
Bishop Auckland, Chester-le-Street, Consett, Crook, Durham
Clayport, Newton Aycliffe, Peterlee, Seaham, Shildon, Spennymoor
and Stanley.
Cllr Andrea Patterson, Cabinet member for corporate services and
rural issues, said: “It is important that we continue to innovate and
improve the quality of our online services. As well as working in
better and smarter ways to support our residents, we want to be able
to remove access barriers and help more people access our online
services in a way that is convenient to them.
“Digital services provide a lot of flexibility and widen the range of ways
residents can access council services. I would encourage everyone
to complete the survey and I look forward to seeing the results in
January to help inform our next steps.”
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Reshaping the Way Maternity
Services are Delivered

The maternity service for County Durham and
Darlington is rolling out a new way of working
from this month that will mean mums to be
will have the same midwife caring for them in
pregnancy, during and after their baby’s birth.
The continuity of carer initiative will be piloted
in Stanley, County Durham, where pregnant
ladies will have one of a small team of
midwives caring for them through every step
of their journey. Each lady will also have a
second ‘buddy’ midwife.
Amy Matthews, continuity of carer team lead
and project midwife, at County Durham and
Darlington NHS Foundation Trust, explains,
“The project is part of a national drive to

R.A. TAYLOR

Clinical Dental Technician

New Dentures & Repairs
• STILL OPEN DURING LOCKDOWN •
Introducing our new associate

André Edmundson

André is a fully qualified Clinical Dental Technician
with over 30 years experience in denture design

1 Norman Terrace, Chilton DL17 0HF
Telephone: 01388 721284

improve birth outcomes for families and their
new babies and there are huge advantages
to women in having continuity of carer during
pregnancy. They and their families can get
to know their named midwife and develop
a strong relationship with them. A trusting
relationship makes it easier and more likely
they’ll raise any worries or problems they’re
experiencing that could impact them or their
baby - crucial to identifying concerns early.
While women will have a single midwife
leading their care, their ‘buddy’ midwife will
step in when their colleague can’t be with
them for whatever reason.
“The new scheme will apply whether the
baby is planned to be born in hospital or at
home. The team we’ve established - The
Infinity Team - is made up of experienced
midwives from both a community and hospital
background, plus a maternity care assistant,
and myself. We already work closely with
GP practices in Stanley, some of whom will
be involved in the pilot. We’ll also continue
working closely with health visitors and, in
most cases, will still transfer care to them at
between 10-14 days after the baby is born.
We’re very excited about the pilot which will,
in time, be extended across County Durham
and Darlington community midwifery teams we hope it will bring many benefits for families
and their babies.”

R.A. Taylor GDC No: 154105 - A. Edmundson GDC No: 129799

Playday Sensible Opinions
Nursery

15 SIMPASTURE GATE
NEWTON AYCLIFFE DL5 5HH

Telephone: 01325 312050
Email: managerplayday@gmail.com

• Care for children aged 0-5 years
• Excellent outdoor play area
• CCTV throughout the building
• Exciting/creative activities
• Full or part time care
• Healthy eating home cooked food
• Fully qualified and vetted staff
• In partnership with parents
OFSTED Inspected - “Outstanding Provision”
OFSTED quote: “Playday Nursery offers an outstanding
provision with high quality teaching provided by highly
qualified staff.

Dear Sir,
In response to Mr. Alastair P. G. Welsh,
Newton News 15 Jan 2021.
We are constantly hearing in the media
about extinctions occurring now and in the
past and one reason they say is climate
change. Scientists speculate about why most
of the dinosaurs went extinct and a very
popular theory is climate change caused by
an asteroid strike.
I really can’t see how climate change can’t
cause extinctions and as for it being a
crisis, it depends on your point of view. As
far as the fact that he will be unlucky for it
to happen in his life time, or for that matter
mine also (I’m 72), I’ll think about that.
I get a lot of my opinions from David
Attenborough, he seems like a very sensible
person. Covering so many topics, as Mr.
Welsh does, he’s bound to hit on something
true and if I was to dissect everything he
says it would fill this entire magazine.
John Parlour,
Newton Aycliffe.
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Where Have all the
Reserve Funds Gone?
Dear Sir,
Reference: Proposed Increase for Policing.
In the Newton News last week the acting Police and Crime
Commissioner is going to seek the opinion of the residents of
Durham and Darlington on the ideas and schemes we would like to
see the tax invested in.
It is also stated that he intends to increase the Police contribution
element by £15 for Band D dwellings. Whilst also mentioning that
none of the increase will go to fund the new custody suite, 21 million
pounds.
We have been told that the increases in previous council tax rises
were vital to ongoing police commitments, so how did they manage
to under spend by 21 million and still say the increases were and are
vitally warranted?
Can I point out that the increase for Band A type dwelling in 2018/19
was 7.1%, £120.83 in total. Then in 2019/20 by 13.2%, £136 in total.
This was an increase of £13.83 from the previous year and these
figures have been taken from my council tax bills. My contribution
must be going up as they do year on year.
The Commissioner states he wants the permitted maximum
increase, does this mean no increase for Band A?
Can he now tell me how a Band D is only going to pay £1.13p more
than I did last year - the figures do not seem correct?
Can we also all be reassured that he will not be starting another
slush fund (sorry, slip of the tongue) a new and better reserve fund,
this year. Can I also add that I have only seen six PCSOs since
last September, 4 of which were on the same day. What will the
numbers increase to in the coming year?
I thought that County Durham Police HQ had recently been built, did
they furnish it with kit that was obsolete or past its sell by date? So
what new equipment do they require?
To conclude, if the Police have £21 million in reserve, can we also
assume that the Fire Department, Great Aycliffe Town Council, and
not forgetting Durham County Council - have they also got reserve
funds?
Name and address supplied

WALKERS
BUTCHERS and BAKERS

Simpasturegate • Newton Aycliffe • 312022

Aycliffe’s Longest Established Butcher & Baker

Your Local Family
Butcher and Baker
FOR ALL YOUR MEAT REQUIREMENTS.
FULLY OPERATIONAL ON-SITE BAKERY.
Catering for Weddings, Funerals, Christenings,
Private and Public Functions
(including Pie and Peas suppers)
Supplying restaurants, snack and sandwich bars.
Call for more details and quotes
www.walkersbutchers.co.uk

Aycliffe Secure Centre
Praised for Outstanding
Care of its Young People

A County Durham young people’s home continues to provide
outstanding care for young people, according to Ofsted.
Aycliffe Secure Centre, which provides a secure and caring home
for vulnerable young people between the ages of 10 and 18, was
judged as outstanding across all areas in 2019 and received an
assurance visit last month from Ofsted which again highly praised
the quality of care at the home.
Findings from November’s visit praised staff for building supportive
relationships with young people and for being nurturing in their care
of young people with complex needs.
The report noted that healthcare staff at the centre, including the
commissioned mental health service, have ensured that young
people can access regular support for their physical and mental
health and wellbeing.
The centre, which is run by Durham County Council, has recently
revamped its gym facilities to include a range of high-standard
weight and cardio machines to allow young people to enjoy physical
exercise and support their emotional wellbeing.
Gym programmes are individually developed by PE teachers at
the centre’s school and all young people are provided with a gym
induction.
A park area with swings has been recently developed and includes
areas for outdoor games such as chess. This couples with a
designated horticultural area with electricity-run polytunnels for use
all year round.
The horticultural area forms part of the centre’s school curriculum
and benefits young people through their enjoyment of being able
to grow food while allowing them to develop qualifications where
appropriate.
All of these developments further enhance the opportunities for
young people at the centre to achieve life skills and qualifications for
the future.
Multi-agency staff have also been using a range of resources to
help young people to understand the changing situation of the
coronavirus pandemic.
For example, staff have been using social stories to explain the
reasons for imposed restrictions and have introduced wellness
packs to enhance young people’s well-being.
The Ofsted inspector commented that staff have proactively
supported young people to maintain relationships with families and
professionals during periods of coronavirus restrictions.

FREE DELIVERY
Craft gin born
in Aycliffe

to DL5 postcodes

Visit www.theherbalgin.com
or call us on 01325 589066
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Parliament
Talk

Xmas Drink & Drug
Drive Campaign

248 people were arrested during a
Christmas campaign across Cleveland and
Durham to target drink and drug drivers.
virtual now, demand is high and we don’t get The national Christmas drink and drug drive
Another interesting week that included me
as many opportunities as normal. As you can campaign took place from 1st December
joining two parish council meetings, one
for around a month, to tackle those who get
see I have real engagement opportunities
at Middridge and one at Fishburn. Both, of
behind the wheel whilst under the influence.
despite the constraints of Covid so if you
course, virtual. Whilst very different places
Drink and drug driving is one of the main
have something you want raising with
they both can have similar problems,
four causes of fatal collisions, alongside
ministers please get in touch.
typically things like planning and traffic. I
speeding, distraction and not wearing a
like getting to these meetings when I can as Monday was brew Monday where we met
seatbelt.
representatives from Samaritans and had
the Parish Councillors are properly in touch
A total of 991 drivers were stopped and
a virtual cuppa with them on line to both
with their local issues and at the moment it
checked for alcohol and drugs across the
promote their work and to hear how the
is difficult to get into communities to listen
two counties during the campaign.
pandemic was impacting them. For the first
myself. As I have said before the range
Officers from the Cleveland and Durham
time for a few weeks I was able to go and
of subject areas I engage in is beyond
Specialist Operations Unit carried out the
volunteer with the Play Cafe crew at the Big
interesting and this week included meeting
an energy efficiency company; a round table Club. It’s a pleasure to help them and it also tests alongside colleagues from Cleveland
Special Constabulary.
gives me the opportunity to hear the sort of
discussion on vaccine misinformation; a
issues they are trying to help. Monday ended In Durham, there were 103 arrests; 59 for
discussion on getting to zero and a briefing
drivers suspected of being over the limit for
with a meeting with the rail minister where
from the Department for International Trade
alcohol and 44 suspected of driving under
I once again promoted the need to support
on the continuity deals from leaving the EU.
the influence of drugs.
our local infrastructure needs in Ferryhill
The Foreign Secretary, Dominic Raab,
In Cleveland, there were 145 arrests made;
station and the Leamside line.
joined us at the virtual 1922 Committee. As
38 for drivers suspected of being over the
BEIS select committee this week had us
a reminder this is a committee formed from
limit for alcohol and 107 suspected of driving
questioning Alok Sharma, President of
all the back bench Conservative members
under the influence of drugs.
COP26, on progress and planning for this
of Parliament. I also had a meeting with
Inspector Jamie Bell, from the Cleveland and
critical event before then questioning the
Save the Children who wanted to discuss
Durham Specialist Operations Unit, said:
new Secretary of State for BEIS, Kwasi
the work we are doing in the Left Behind
“One driver getting behind the wheel with
Kwarteng, on the Energy White Paper and
Neighbourhoods APPG. Our next meeting
drugs or alcohol in their system is enough
other issues. These included Brexit, Covid
of the APPG is on the 26th January when
to kill someone, so to have 248 drivers
19 and the Mineworkers pension scheme. If
we will be discussing infrastructure under
you would like to watch them, these sessions suspected of being under the influence
the heading of Buses, Broadband and
throughout December in Cleveland and
are live on Parliament.tv or you can go to
Beeching. I recorded an interview for Radio
Durham is shocking.
4 on Sedgefield, the red, now blue, wall and watch later on catch up.
“It is unthinkable that drivers continue to put
Our next few weeks Sedgefield virtual
the Northern Research Group. This should
their lives and the lives of other road users
surgeries, all held at 3.00pm on Thursdays,
be broadcast in the next week or so. I am
at risk despite the warnings, and it won’t be
are to cover Covid19 specific enquiries;
a member of the NRG who are working to
tolerated in Cleveland and Durham.
Education; Benefits assistance; Council
support the government in identifying the
“Emergency services have enough to deal
Services; Crime; Community issues;
policies that are particularly important to the
with during the ongoing pandemic without
Housing and Broadband. If you want to talk
north.
unnecessary tragedies at the hands of
to us on any of these please call or email
Other discussions included with East
the office and we can book a slot. If the time irresponsible drivers.
Durham Running; EMAG (who are
“This campaign has demonstrated that
campaigning on the Equitable Life scandal). doesn’t suit you please call anyway and we
there are a minority of people out there
will sort something for you.
I also had sessions with Nadhim Zahawi,
who still think it’s acceptable to drive whilst
I am delighted that the North East are
the Vaccines minister; Mark Spencer, the
intoxicated, whatever the cost may be, so we
Chief Whip, Therese Coffey, the Secretary of leading the way on the vaccination roll out
will do everything in our power to stop them,
State for DWP and education ministers Vicky and, of course, that the UK to is one of the
put them before the courts and bring them to
best in the world at getting vaccines into
Ford and Nick Gibb. I had the opportunity
justice.”
arms. As I write we seem to be seeing a
to talk with Wingate Nursery School about
start to the infection rates falling which,
the pressures they are facing and to then
hopefully, will then manifest itself in reduced
raise these with the Secretary of State for
pressure on our NHS. It’s great that we are
Education in the chamber as I had drawn
“NEWTON NEWS”
seeing the vaccine rolling out at pace but
a question. In case you didn’t know, when
remember it takes a couple of weeks to get
it comes to questions in the House of
Deliverers Wanted
immunity in your system and we don’t know
Commons to ministers we put our names
for all areas of the town
forward and there is then a draw to see who yet whether, even if you are immunised, you
could still carry and transmit Covid to others.
gets to ask a question. As these are mostly
To put your name on our ‘Reserve List’
So whether you have been immunised or not
Telephone 01325 300212
please continue to follow the rules:
or email paul@newtonnews.co.uk
Stay Home, Save Lives and Protect our
We require your name, address, age,
contact number and email address
NHS
Paul
Howell,
Member
of
Parliament
for
FOLLOW US ON
“Earn some Pocket Money”
Sedgefield
SUIT OVER 13 YEARS OR ACTIVE RETIREES
Tel: 01325 790580 - Email: paul.howell.mp@parliament.uk

Newton News

SIMPLY SEARCH newton-news

Paul Howell
Member of Parliament
for Sedgeﬁeld

paul.howell.mp@parliament.uk
Telephone: 020 7219 6385
Mobile: 07464 898442
Aycliffe Ofﬁce: 01325 790580
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Durham Town Hall’s History
to be Preserved
Work is set to be carried out at a historic
Durham City building to preserve its heritage
for centuries to come.
Durham Town Hall has been central to the
city from as far back as the 14th century
and is a popular site to learn about County
Durham’s heritage.
The building has attracted almost 16,000
visitors since Durham County Council
opened it to the public in November 2018,
with people stopping by each Saturday to
learn about the Prince Bishops who ruled the
county from the 11th Century, the evolution
of local government, or how the town hall
developed from the first timber structure of

Roofing

JK Roofing & Building
All Roofing and Building work undertaken

• Full Roofs • Extensions • Felt Roofs
• UPVC Fascias/Soffits • Dry Verge/Ridge
Free estimates:

Tel: 07596 801534

Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile
Repairs - Brickwork Repointed
Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling
Felting & Pointing - Guttering
Rubber Fibre Glass Flat Roofing
Light Weight Conservatory Roofs
With 20 Years Guarantee
Free Estimates

Tel: 01388 605489
07986 217936

1356 to the complex building it is today.
However, under coronavirus restrictions,
Durham Town Hall has been closed to the
public since 5 November.
This closure is to be extended through
spring 2021 to allow the council to carry out
a wide range of external and internal repairs,
maintenance, conservation and restoration
to preserve the building and the artefacts
within.
Cllr Joy Allen, Durham County Council’s
Cabinet member for transformation, culture
and tourism, said: “We have some stunning
artefacts and historical pieces on display
at Durham Town Hall spanning across the
county’s rich history which, along with the
fantastic architecture of the building itself,
deserve to be preserved. These important
works are being carried out to make sure this
historical site can be enjoyed by generations
to come.
“We look forward to completing these works
and welcoming visitors back in the near
future and for many more years to follow.”

BREWARD
roofing contractors

Serving the region since 1945
• New Roofs • Flat Roofs •
• High Performance Felt •
Tiling, Slating, Fibreglass Roofs
• Stone Slating • Leadwork •
• Repairs • Chimneys •
•Dry Verge Systems •
uPVC Guttering, Soffits & Facias
• Storm Damage • Velux •
Light Weight Conservatory Roofs
Insurance Work Welcome
All Work Guaranteed
Time Served - Free Estimates
Finance Available

All aspects of aerial work undertaken
Quick service & fair prices
Call Richard Naylor 01325 307075

Driving School

Jacks Driving School
TRAILER/CARAVAN
TRAINING ALSO
AVAILABLE

Joinery

Locksmith

Jeff Horsley

SHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTOR

28 years experience

Full Build of Extensions
Porches, Garages,
Garden Walls, Patios,
Concreting and Re-Pointing

FREE ESTIMATES
Guaranteed Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01325 313939
or 07970 869967

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs
Mechanism Repair/Replacement
Door Adjustment - Door Furniture
Emergency Door Opening
Door
Repair
90% OF PARTS IN STOCK
24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114
07748 044 808

www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Foster Joinery Services
All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

Builder

Specialist

07701 359375

Plumbing
and Heating
Services

Boiler Installations
Boiler Servicing & Repairs
Call Out Service
Power Flushing
General Plumbing Work

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes Power Flushing
For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963
358338
waterways@talktalk.net

01325 307 052
07595 051 717

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs
Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing
Gas Fires
For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

Fully Qualified High Grade Instructors

Special offer: First 5 hours £95 - www.jacksdrivingschool.co.uk

Boilers Installed, repaired & serviced
Full heating systems
Bathroom refurbs
Wall and Floor Tiling
Showers • Electrics
548094

www.wheathcote.com

CCTV
15% OFF
with this
advert

Jack: 07949 195 184

•
•
•
•
•

W. HEATHCOTE

TV. AERIAL FITTERS

01388 661308 or 07967 018998

Helping you to relax, enjoy and build confidence
Excellent first time pass rate - Block booking offers

We now accept all major debit/credit cards
*GUARANTEED SAME DAY CALL OUT*

Time served tradesman
Over 40 years experience

Aerial Installations

or 07562 439455

Andrew’s Roofing

Plumbing

From inside the home: Doors, Hardwood and Laminate
Flooring, Skirting and Architrave, Staircases and
revamping what you already have, Loft entrances and
Loft Ladders.
To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.
Also Plastering Tiling and Bathroom fitting.
No job too small - Can supply all materials

Just ring 07748 967 374 for a FREE quote

C SMILLIE
• Joinery •
• Building •
• Decorating •
Established 1984
Apprenticeship Served

312024

after 6pm

For all your print
requirements

Newton
Press
300212

ELITE PLUMBING
SERVICES
Dripping Taps - Problem Toilets
Replacement Taps
Radiators Repaired or Replaced
Boiler Servicing and Repair

NO JOB TOO SMALL
NO CALL OUT CHARGE

Scott 07949 054947
NEWTON NEWS
NEWTON NEWS is published and
printed by Newton Press, which was first
established in 1948 and incorporates “The
Newtonian”. Visit the on-line version at
www.newtonnews.co.uk
DISCLAIMER Newton News cannot be
held responsible for advertisers offering
goods or services. As a general rule we
would advise NOT to part with any
money until the order has been completed
to your full satisfaction.
All information is correct, to the best of
our knowledge, at the time of printing.
Newton News accepts articles in good
faith and takes no responsibility for errors
and/or omissions.

24 Hour Call-out
Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers
Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596
Mobile 07931 591381

Storage

“U” STORE

Aycliffe Business Park
Domestic and Industrial
storage. Open 6 days a
week. Large and small
containers from
£12 per week
INTERNAL STORAGE
AVAILABLE

317716, 07850 646355
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Gardening

Decorating

LANDSCAPE & BLOCKPAVING
SPECIALISTS

G. CROSSEN

Removals

Smiths
removals

Full House, Part Load
or Single Items.
Local and National
Storage Available.

01325 319842

07970 201841
or 07857 602267

GARY O’CONNOR

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE WITH VERY
COMPETITIVE RATES CALL GARY ON

Steve Hutchinson

• Driveways • Patios • Paving
• Walling • Fencing • More

01325 320 267
07866 561 340

Man With Van

all plastering work,
artex skimmed,
small jobs, free estimates

Tel: 01388 721206

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm
Saturday: 8.30am - 12pm

Tel: 07535 362591

Man + Van, Removal,
Delivery and lots more.
Contact Paul
07399 628345

Electrical

DJW

ELECTRICS

01325 787 550 - LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Alpine Landscapes

Patios, Driveways,
Fencing, Decking, Gravel,
Turfing, Walls. All work
guaranteed. 25 years
experience, est 15 years,
professional advice.
alpinelandscapes.co.uk
Alan on 07974 710351

Martin Shires

Garden Landscaping
Services, Block Paving
Specialists. Fencing,
Decking, Patios, Walls,
Turfing, Hedges. Quality
guaranteed work.
Tel 01325 321891
or 07989 024 501

No Job Too Small

Installation Certificates
Fuse Board Upgrades
Rewires | Lighting
Extra Sockets
Fault Finding
Free Quotes
• EMERGENCY CALL OUTS •

Contact Dave on
Telephone:

01325 317535
07563 088 946

ROSEWOOD
TREE WORK

Felled, Pruned, Hedges
Cut, Fencing, Gravel.
All aspects of
groundwork considered.
20% off for OAPs.
Tel 01325 318679
or 07740 999075

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES
Phil Thompson

• Fuse Board Upgrades •
• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •
• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •
• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on

01325 313282
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)
Check out our website for monthly
deals: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

Painter and Decorator
Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.
Call today for a free estimate

C. A. Plasterers

Your Move

ASK Services

Time Served - C&G - Established 1998

01325 483 697
or 07745 037 754

cheap removals also
household furniture
bought.
Tel 07860 560 295

Local Family Run Business
Est. 2005 - Fully Insured
Single Items from £15
3 Bed House from £99
Call Jor for a free quote

PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07340 606402

Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience
All aspects of horticultural
and tree work
Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking &
Turfing & Grasscutting

Tel: 01325 308432
Mobile: 07765 374 905

Fences Erected & Repaired
For a Free Quotation
contact Sean on

07393 738755

srhfencing@yahoo.com

Aycliffe Fencing
Fence Repairs.
Posts Replaced.
New Fencing & Gates
supplied and fitted.
All hedges cut / pruned.
Weed control.
Spraying etc.

07840 674727

“NEWTON NEWS”

Deliverers Wanted
for all areas of the town

FOR ALL YOUR
PRINTING
REQUIREMENTS

Telephone 01325 300212
or email paul@newtonnews.co.uk

Newton Press
Tel: 300212

SUIT OVER 13 YEARS OR ACTIVE RETIREES

To put your name on our ‘Reserve List’

We require your name, address, age,
contact number and email address
“Earn some Pocket Money”

DRAGON
DECORATORS

All aspects of interior
& exterior decorating,
including children’s
artwork. Over 25 years
experience. Member of
“Checked & Vetted”.
No job too small, free
estimates. During Covid
endemic I will be wearing
full PPE clothing.

Contact Colin on
07952 364426
Brushstrokes
Decorators

Free no obligation quotes and
advice from a time served
painter & decorator.
Interior & exterior work,
no job too small.
End of tenancy clean up for
landlord’s. Gutters and fascias
cleaned from £60.
Discounts for OAP & NHS staff

Tel: 01325 312953
Mobile: 07587 140912

AR Plastering

All aspects of
plastering covered.
Call 07840 436756
for free estimates

Iron / Steel

VALLEY

WROUGHT IRON
High Quality Gates, Wall
Railings & Garden Fences

Free Estimates and Advice
Experienced Tradesmen
Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Contact Stephen on
07976 554046 anytime
E: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www. valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Remember to tell the
advertiser you found
them in the Newton News

Home Services

StainKleen

Professional Cleaning Services for Carpets, Upholstery, Rugs
and Leather Cleaning - Tiling and Grout Floor Cleaning
RAPID DRYING - FULLY INSURED

Tel Paul on 01325 493003
Mobile: 07817 573 604 - Web: www.stainkleen.co.uk

GUTTER
CLEANING
SERVICE
Gutters, Fascia and
Soffits cleaned.

Paul 07399 628345

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE REPAIRS
ALL MAKES OF WASHERS
TUMBLERS, MICROWAVES
DISHWASHERS
VACUUM CLEANERS
FRIDGE/FREEZERS
COOKERS
* Free Estimates
* No Call Out Charge
* Appliances Plumbed in

Telephone: 321756
PROPERTY REPAIRS
& MAINTENANCE
From Fencing & Decking to
Internal Refurbishments
All those small handyman
jobs also considered
Telephone 01325 318269
or visit our website:
www.esproperty-estate.co.uk

GUTTER
CLEANING
Gutter and UPVC
Cleaning Service

No Ladders Required
Conservatory Cleaning
Also Gutters Renewed
and/or Repaired

07519 376870

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES
• Carpet and
upholstery cleaning
• Leather cleaning
and repair
• Pressure washing
• Gutter clean & repair
• End of tenancy cleans
• Domestic and
Commercial cleaning
• Janitorial supplies
• Fully insured

07895 697 115
01325 494294

Pest Control
‘Laundry Ladies’
PROTECH

Direct Pest Control
Experts in industrial,
commercial & domestic
pest control. 18+ years
experience, fully insured,
free quotes.
Tel 01325 310520 or
07896 848856 (24 hours)

Pest Control

CALL PESTGUARD TODAY
Newton Aycliffe Based
Fully Licensed & Insured
30+ years trading
throughout the North East

01325 301063
07790 732089
www.pestguard1.co.uk

HAVE YOU
GOT NEWS
FOR US?

We are always interested
in local news stories.
We like to feature good
news and interesting
items on achievements
& community service

Tel: Paul

01325 300212

or paul@newtonnews.co.uk

Offering a wash,
dry and ironing
service (domestic
or commercial).
Free collection and
drop off included.
Tel 07928 768744 or

laundryladies16@gmail.com

‘Cleaning Angels’

For all your cleaning
needs. Commercial
cleaning available.
Domestic, end of tenancy,
holiday lets, builders
cabins, oven cleans,
office cleaning, window
cleaning (up to 8ft),
ironing service available.
Competitive rates.
Sanitising & Fogging
Find us on Facebook
Angela 07518 798 595

‘Bricklaying
Angels’

Newly qualified
bricklayer I am doing
brick BBQs, brick walls,
bird tables etc. Find us on
Facebook or Contact

Angela 07928 768744

Carpet Fitter
and vinyl flooring
specialist.
Contact Richard
on 07946 435 177

Page 14

Newton News

New Year,
Fresh Hope

Wanted
Household
Furniture Bought

January is here and fills us with hope,
A New Year begins and we know we can
cope,
We’ve learned to appreciate life anew,
We take time to ‘smell the coffee,’
Enjoy the view.
Stop on our socially distanced walk,
To say hello and have a talk.
Wave to our neighbours,
as they clear snow from their path,
Giving the children some fun and laugh,
As they sit on their sleds and shout with
glee,
Just as childhood is meant to be,
Spring is coming and the bulbs will pop
through,
Filling us with hope anew,
The circle of life continues on,
And the human spirit remains so strong,
We’re being taught to enjoy life’s small
things,
There is still so much to make our hearts
sing.
MMK January 2021

Tel. 07860 560295

Personal
BVA Foundation
FREE
Confidential
Post Abortion
Counselling
available

Telephone:
01642 616077
SAMARITANS

13 Woodland Road
Darlington.
We are here for you 24
hours a day.

Freephone 116123

Computers

Hairdressing

Aycliffe
COMPUTERS

Julie’s Mobile
Hairdressing

Computers Built to
your own Specification
PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades - Data Recovery
Windows 10 Installation
Broadband Installation
Networking - Anti Virus
Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

Cuts £10
Cut & Finish £20
Perms £40

Julie 07801 192417

Accommodation

aycliffecomputers@gmail.com

2 Bedroom house, old
part of town (Defoe
area), excellent new
kitchen and bathroom,
GCH, DG, £450.
Tel 07866 622243

Contact Rob
01325 310737
07841 867170

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER
BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

Sudoku
9
6

3
8

3

5

8
7

5

5

4

Lost & Found

2

9

LOST

9

4

Platinum
Mens
Wedding Ring with
inscription on the
inside, believed to
have been lost in the
water at West Park
near McColls, close
to the bench where
the slope is into the
water, on Sunday 17th
January whilst feeding
the ducks.
If found please contact
Newton News.

4

5
8

3
6

Tel: 316600

6

4

8

Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

8

8

5
9

2 x Prince squash
rackets,
excellent
condition, £15. Wood
drawers,
antique
display unit, wood
filing cabinet (offers).
Tel 07850 646355

Opticians

No Call Out Charge Within
Newton News Circulation area

5

For Sale

3

6
9

9

8
5

4

Light at the End of the Tunnel
Social care workers express relief at receiving Covid-19 vaccine
Keyworkers caring for some of County Durham’s most vulnerable
residents have begun to receive their Covid-19 vaccines at a new
dedicated centre.
This week, a vaccination centre opened at County Hall in Durham
City to vaccinate frontline social care workers, including those
employed by Durham County Council, the NHS and the independent
sector.
The centre will operate seven days a week, from 8am to 8pm, to
ensure those working with elderly people and children and adults
with complex needs are offered vaccines as quickly and efficiently
as possible. It is anticipated up to 10,000 social care workers will be
vaccinated at the centre over the next five weeks.
Meagan Hodgson, a home care worker at Maple Court Extra Care
facility in Consett, and Tim Carter, operations supervisor at Chester
View Extra Care facility in Ouston, near Chester-le-Street, were
among the first to receive their initial dose of the vaccine.
Meagan has worked at Maple Court for three years and is one of
a team of care workers providing domiciliary care to the facility’s
elderly tenants. This ranges from personal care and assisting with
medication, to wellbeing checks. The latter has proven particularly
important during the pandemic when the residents have been unable
to see their families and friends.
Meagan said: “It’s been a very stressful year as although we are
incredibly careful and have robust processes in place, every time I
come into work I have been worried I might inadvertently pass on
the virus to the tenants. When we heard the first vaccine had been
approved, we felt so relieved and it was the same when I was invited
to make my appointment this week. It’s just such a huge relief, not
for myself but for the protection of the vulnerable people I care for.”
Tim has been leading a team of care workers at Chester View since
September and has worked in adult social care for the council for 25
years.
“It’s been an incredibly tough time, but the vaccine means there is
finally light at the end of the tunnel,” he said.
“It’s our way of fighting back against the virus. The team here have
been working incredibly hard to keep our tenants safe and well,
and now that we are getting the vaccine, it offers that extra level of
protection.”
Along with other local authorities across the country, Durham County
Council was asked to identify frontline social care workers to be
vaccinated as part of the NHS’s national vaccination programme.
These employees have been prioritised in terms of the nature of
their role and the vulnerability of the people they are caring for and
the lists have been shared with the NHS. This week, the NHS began
to contact staff to offer appointments, with the first taking place at
County Hall yesterday (Tuesday).
All other council staff will be vaccinated in line with the NHS
guidance. Members of the public are asked not to contact the
council to request an appointment, as the centre is only providing
the vaccine to frontline social care staff who will be contacted by the
NHS directly.
Cllr Lucy Hovvels, Durham County Council’s Cabinet member
for adults and health services, said: “Our social care workers
support some of the county’s most vulnerable people and so we
are delighted to be assisting the NHS to ensure they receive their
Covid-19 vaccines as quickly as possible.
“I know how much this means to dedicated keyworkers such as Tim
and Meagan, who have continued to provide the personal care their
tenants need throughout the pandemic. These vaccinations are
about protecting the people they care for; people who are more likely
to become seriously ill if they catch coronavirus.
“The vaccination programme is a sign of great progress, but it is
important those who have had their first dose continue to follow the
rules, as they are not yet fully protected and could still pass on the
virus. This includes social distancing and wearing a face covering in
places where it is hard to stay away from other people.”
Cllr Hovvels added: “I would like to thank all of our keyworkers for
their dedication during this difficult time, the scientists who have
developed the vaccines and those working so hard to deliver the
vaccination programme that will save hundreds of thousands of
lives.”
For more information about the national vaccination programme,
visit www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirusvaccination/coronavirus-vaccine/
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Don’t Miss the Self
Assessment Deadline
HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) is
calling on the North East’s 290,700 Self
Assessment customers not to miss the 31
January deadline.
The 2019-20 tax return can be finalised at
any time up to the deadline but HMRC is
encouraging customers to complete it early
to allow for more time to pay their tax bill or
set up a payment plan.
Customers must complete a Self
Assessment return if:
• they’ve earned more than £2,500 from
renting out property
• they’ve received, or their partner has
received, Child Benefit and either of
them
had an annual income of more than
£50,000
• they’ve received more than £2,500 in
other untaxed income, for example from
tips or commission
• they are a self-employed sole trader
whose annual turnover is over £1,000
• they are an employee claiming expenses
in excess of £2,500
• they have an annual income of over
£100,000
• they have earned income from abroad
that they need to pay tax on.
HMRC’s Interim Director General of
Customer Services, Karl Khan, said: “The
31st January deadline for tax returns is still
a week away, but customers don’t have to
wait until then. We’re encouraging them
to beat the rush and get their tax returns
in now. We know that many people are

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
IN NEWTON NEWS
SALES | CONGRATULATIONS | BIRTHS | THANK YOU
ACCOMMODATION | PUBLIC NOTICES | ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEMORIAM | OBITUARY | ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Obituary

affected by the coronavirus pandemic this
year and we’re here to help if they need to
spread the cost of their tax bill. It’s quick and
easy to set up a payment plan online and
there’s no need to call us to set it up.”
Once Self Assessment customers have
completed their 2019-20 tax return, and
know how much tax is owed, they can set
up their own payment plan to help spread
the cost of their tax liabilities, up to the
value of £30,000. They can use the selfserve Time to Pay facility to set up monthly
direct debits and this can all be done online.
Interest will be applied to any outstanding
balance from 1 February 2021.
To find out if they’re eligible, customers
can visit GOV.UK to learn more about the
service.
Customers can also now check on GOV.
UK whether they need to declare, or
possibly pay tax, on any ‘casual’ income
they receive. The new interactive guidance
is quick and easy to use and explains what
individuals need to do if they receive nonPAYE income from:
• selling things, for example at car boot
sales or auctions, or online
• doing casual jobs such as gardening, food
delivery or babysitting
• charging other people for using your
equipment or tools
• renting out property or part of their home,
including for holidays (for example, through
an agency or online).
Be aware of copycat HMRC websites and
phishing scams. Customers should always
type in the full online address www.gov.uk/
hmrc to get the correct link for filing their
Self Assessment return online securely and
free of charge. They also need to be alert if
someone calls, emails or texts claiming to
be from HMRC, saying that they can claim
financial help, are due a tax refund or owe
tax. It might be a scam. Check GOV.UK for
information on how to recognise genuine
HMRC contact.

HOW TO PLACE
1

email to: paul@newtonnews.co.uk

2

we will email you with the cost and proof

3

payment by Paypal or credit/debit card

For photo ads, simply attach the photo to
your email - For Sale advertisements please
remember to add your phone number.

NO EMAIL ADDRESS?

You can drop your written advertisements
at our ofﬁce:
NEWTON PRESS OFFICES
Blue Bridge Centre, St. Cuthberts Way
Newton Aycliffe DL5 6DS

LINEAGE ADVERT 30p PER WORD
(minimum price £6.00)

Telephone: 01325 300212
TELEPHONE ORDERS NOT ACCEPTED

Congratulations
Jordan Louise
Kjenstad

Jordan Louise
Kjenstad

Happy 21st Birthday
22nd January 2021
You are the best Sister
ever, happy birthday.
Love from your
Brother, Jack xxx

21 Today
22nd January 2021
Enjoy your day and we
will eventually go out
and celebrate once we
are allowed but enjoy
your takeaway.
Love from Gran xxx
Grandad Alan xxx

Jordan Louise
Kjenstad
Happy 21st Birthday
22nd January 2021
Enjoy your special
day.
Love from Mam
and Dad xxxxx

NEWTON NEWS

Donald McKenzie
Fraser
of Newton Aycliffe.
Peacefully on 6th
January, aged 92
years.
Husband of the late
Sheila; a much loved
Dad to Lesley, Katrine
and the late Fiona; a
dear Grandad, Great
Grandad, Father-inLaw and friend to
many.
Due to the current
circumstances
a
private family funeral
Service will take place
at St. Clare's Church
on Thursday 28th
January at 1.45pm,
to be followed by
Committal at Wear
Valley, Crematorium.
Family flowers only,
donations in lieu, if so
desired, may be made
to The Royal British
Legion.

Acknowledgement
Patricia Hanson
(nee Hood)
23rd December 2020
The family of the
late Patricia "Tricia"
Hanson would like to
thank all our friends
and neighbours for the
beautiful condolence
cards which we have
received.
We would also like
to thank Daniel from
Bewick
Crescent
Surgery and the team
of Community and
Macmillan nurses for
their professional help
and support.
Thank you to Father
Cornforth for the
lovely Service and
also Bryan Shepherd
and his team at
Whitehouse Funeral
Service who were
professional, as they
battled through the
snow and blizzards.
Lastly, a thank you
to the residents in
Langley Road who
came out with shovels
to ensure the road
and path was clear
so the cortége could
proceed.

John Pollock
Passed away at home,
in the arms of his
loved ones, aged 80
years, on Thursday
14th January 2021.
Beloved Husband of
the late Frances; much
loved Dad of Cyd,
Lee and Son-in-Law
Malcolm; dearly loved
Grandad of Jordan,
Lois, Greg, Bret and
Grandson-in-Law
Daniel and loved Great
Grandad of Bayley and
Bobby.
Funeral
to
take
place on Thursday
28th
January,
3.30pm
at
Wear
Valley Crematorium,
Coundon. Family and
friends please meet at
the Crematorium.

Roy Reed
Aged 71
Passed away suddenly
on 12th January 2021.
Husband of the late
Carol; loving Dad of
Steven, Lara and the
late Julie; Father-inLaw of Stuart; Son of
Elsie and the late Roy
Reed; loving Grandad
and Great Grandpops;
loving Brother, Uncle,
Nephew and Cousin;
Brother-in-Law and
good friend to many.
Funeral to be held
on Thursday 28th
January
2021,
1.30pm at Wear Valley
Crematorium.
Family flowers only,
donations in lieu, to
Macmillan Nurses.

Terence Woodward
(Terry)
of Newton Aycliffe,
passed
away
peacefully on 8th
January.
A
much
loved
Husband, Dad, Fatherin-Law, Grandad and
Great Grandad.
Family and friends
please
meet
for
a funeral Service
at
Darlington
Crematorium
on
Tuesday 26th January
at 2.15pm.
Bright colours please
at the family’s request.

For all your print requirements

Newton Press 300212
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Anwen Construction Lays the Foundations for
Growth with Tough, Practical 3.5t FUSO Canter

ELECTRICIAN

www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk
DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?
Fault Finding / Repairs
Extra Lights and Sockets
New Fuse Boards / Alarms
Rewires
Landlord Inspections

Qualiﬁed Electrician
Reliable Service
Tidy Work
Free Quote
Satisfaction Guaranteed

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

THE WINDOW GUY
LOW PRICES ON NEW

• Doors • Windows • Conservatories •
• Porches • Guttering • Facias •
• Soffits • Brickwork • Door Canopies •

DOOR
SALE
NOW ON

We also complete all aspects of
repair work on: • Misted Units •
• Broken Locks • Leaks •

For a sensible, no obligation quotation

07816 675935 anytime or 304286 after 6pm

EST

1898

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk
hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

Park right outside our showroom
and shop at your leisure!

bearing the three-pointed star.
The operator also runs a number of vans and
a pair of tippers by other manufacturers, one
a 7.5-tonner, the other a 3.5-tonner. Whereas
the latter has van-based underpinnings, the
Canter – although it shares the same gross
weight – is built around a rugged ladder frame
chassis and has twin rear wheels.
“Given some of the rough sites on which
we work, its strength and durability were
certainly key to the Canter’s appeal,”
explained Mr Stevenson. “It’s as compact and
manoeuvrable as a van, and any member of
our team can drive it on a car licence. Make no
mistake though, this is a proper little truck, and
we’ve bought it to do a proper day’s work.”
Anwen Construction’s Canter has a 2,500mm
wheelbase – the shortest of the four available
– and offers a highly competitive payload
allowance of 980kg. Its fuel-efficient 3.0-litre
common-rail turbodiesel produces 96 kW
(130 hp) and 300 Nm of torque at 1,300-3,000
rpm, and drives through a five-speed manual
gearbox.
Anwen Construction serves local authorities
and other public sector clients, as well as
industrial concerns. However, the company’s
recent and anticipated growth owes much
to its specialisation in the provision of fully
supervised and quality-controlled sub-structure
installations for private housing and retirement
living developers.
The Canter is assigned to general duties and
carries aggregates such as gravel and sand,
as well as bricks and blocks, paving slabs
and drainage materials, to and from sites. The
operator anticipates running it for at least three
years.
“The intensive, demanding nature of our work
means that vehicles can quickly become tired,”
continued Mr Stevenson. “While they’re in
service though, it’s essential they’re always
in the right place at the right time. I’ve every
confidence that our new tipper will live up to
the FUSO brand reputation for toughness and
reliability.
“While Bell supplied the chassis from stock,
and at short notice, we were able to design

the body to our precise specification, so that
it incorporates a number of detail features
which mean it is perfectly customised to
our requirements. As a result, despite the
initial reservations you’ll always get when
implementing any kind of change, the
vehicle has been very well received by those
colleagues who are now using it.”
He added: “Bell Truck and Van’s Truck
Sales Executive, Craig Graham, provided an
excellent service. The communication was
clear, consistent and honest throughout, which
is all we would ever ask for.
“These are still early days, of course, but
our initial perceptions of the Dealer are
entirely positive. So, providing its pricing
is competitive, we’ll certainly be giving Bell
Truck and Van the opportunity to maintain our
Canter.”
www.anwenconstructionltd.com

Bengal..Lounge
Contemporary Indian Restaurant

Free Delivery on Orders £10+
10% Oﬀ Collections

TAKE AWAY

Anwen Construction has never been busier
– so the County Durham-based firm has just
commissioned its first FUSO Canter, to help it
stay on top of current and projected demand
for its groundworks services.
With many businesses reporting pandemicrelated confidence issues, the family-owned
operator’s Financial Director struck a
refreshingly optimistic note. “We’ve plenty in
hand right now and there’s lots more business
out there,” said Damian Stevenson. “We’re
currently tendering for work which, if it all came
our way, would keep us going for five or six
years. That scale of opportunity is unheard of.”
Established nearly 30 years ago by proprietor
and Managing Director Andrew Bosomworth,
Anwen Construction has a head office in
Newton Aycliffe. It works primarily in the NorthEast but has also undertaken projects as far
afield as the Scottish Borders and Manchester.
The latest addition to the company’s fleet
arrived via local dealer Bell Truck and Van.
A 3.5-tonne Canter 3C13 model, it is fitted
with a bespoke tipping dropside body built by
Dependable Bodies, of Gateshead.
Anwen Construction acquired its new truck
with the help of competitive funding from
Mercedes-Benz Finance – like other FUSO
Dealers in Britain, Bell Truck and Van also
sells and supports commercial vehicles

BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £9.95
Available Thursday only

• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad
• Any Appetiser • Any Main Course • Any Rice or Nan
(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions apply

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk

6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

ELECTRIC and MANUAL
RECLINER SUITES
OVER 20 IN STOCK
FOR
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • 01388 772671 | 30-31 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7JJ • 01325 463303

Also
available in leather

