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LOCAL COUPLE LAUNCH A
UNIQUE BUSINESS
Inside the Box is a mobile bar and
catering unit available for both private and
commercial hire and it’s been built right

Christmas Care
Home Competition
Count Down
Dear Sir,
Listen up all you Christmas Decorators,
remember my challenge for the best
photographs of your Nursing Homes.
Well now it is getting SERIOUS.
You only have a short time to send your
photos to Newton News for the chance to
win a lovely tin of Choccies. Come on now
Guys and Dolls, I really thought you would
ALL get into this challenge, please don’t let
me down.
I realise how busy you all are, but this is only
once a year, if you expect some surprises in
your socks or stockings, get going, make me
a happy little gnome.
Please send your care home “Christmassy”
photos to paul@newtonnews.co.uk
Thank you lots.
Pam Lovelass

R.A. TAYLOR

Clinical Dental Technician

New Dentures & Repairs
• STILL OPEN DURING LOCKDOWN •
Introducing our new associate

André Edmundson

André is a fully qualified Clinical Dental Technician
with over 30 years experience in denture design

1 Norman Terrace, Chilton DL17 0HF
Telephone: 01388 721284
R.A. Taylor GDC No: 154105 - A. Edmundson GDC No: 129799

George & Dragon
4 EAST GREEN, HEIGHINGTON
TELEPHONE: 01325 313152

OPENING TIMES
FOR TAKEAWAYS:

Friday to Saturday 4.00-8.00pm
Sunday 12noon-5.00pm
(Closed Monday to Thursday)

Please call 07368 324441

to place and pay for takeaway orders.
All menus can be viewed on our website
georgeanddragonheighingtonvillage.co.uk
and on our Facebook page

Roman at
Home Support
St. Teresa’s
Hospice

Luxury online homewares retailer, Roman
at Home (www.romanathome.com), were
delighted to donate an assortment of slate
accessories to a local charity, St. Teresa’s
Hospice, following the enforcement of a
second national lockdown which forced
charity shops and non-essential businesses
to close their doors again.
here, in Newton Aycliffe. Over the course of
Darlington based charity, St. Teresa’s
2020, Adam and his wife Sharna have been Hospice, provide amazing end of life care
working with local contractors, supporting
and support to residents of South Durham
them throughout the COVID outbreak and in- and North Yorkshire, and their carers.
turn delivering what they believe is the best
Roman at Home donated slate products
mobile bar on the market.
to the value of over £1,000 for sale in the
“Our vintage horsebox has not just had a
hospice’s charity shops to help raise much
paint job and a fridge put in it, it’s a state of
needed funds in a time of uncertainty and
the art unit with 4G broadband, contactless
difficulty. This included Afternoon Tea Sets;
payments, and draught alcohol systems, not Plaques and Chalkboards; a Variety of Place
to mention it’s full ground-up rebuild thanks
Mats and Coasters; and Garden Markers.
to the people of Aycliffe.”
Jane Bradshaw, Chief Executive at St
They have relied heavily on great contractors Teresa’s Hospice, commented: “It was
and individuals on the town to bring this
wonderful to learn of the team at Roman’s
project together including local body shops,
very generous gesture. Everyone at St.
fabricators, plumbers, electricians and even
Teresa’s Hospice is incredibly grateful that
alcohol suppliers.
they have chosen to donate over £1,000
Adam, who already works in the hospitality
worth of products at such a difficult time.
industry with his existing business, said;
We have enjoyed a close relationship with
“There is a massive gap in the market that
Roman for over 20 years and they have
needs filling in the local area, especially
been committed supporters of the Hospice,
due to the events of 2020. People are trying raising tens of thousands of pounds over that
to re-arrange weddings, missed out on
time, and donating fabulous products for us
important celebrations and are looking for
to raffle at events such as our annual Ball.
opportunities to meet up with their friends
Like many charities, St. Teresa’s survival as
and family in a safe way, once restrictions
a provider of vital services has been severely
are lifted, this bar delivers all of that.”
threatened this year due to the global
Recently completed, it is currently sited at
pandemic, and support such as this is vital to
Croft Christmas Trees, near Darlington, for
help us raise funds to keep services open for
the festive period serving a range of hot
patients needing urgent help and support”.
drinks and treats and Adam & Sharna invite
“We have always tried to support this really
you along to its first outing.
special charity and this is such a difficult
The unit is available for hire throughout 2021 time for us all” says Roman’s CEO, David
in a range of configurations but as a starting Osborne.
point, it begins life as Rory’s Bar, named
Photo: Left to right; Communications and
after their Red Labrador.
Marketing Manager at St. Teresa’s Hospice,
“We wanted to name the configuration with
John Paul Stabler with Marketing and
meaning and in a bar that is full of quirks,
Communications Manager at Roman, Sophie
our crazy lab was the perfect solution to the
Stanwix.
problem,” said Sharna.
So, if you are looking for something different,
it can fit in your back garden for a private
party, become a bar in a remote location
(NEW LANE/TRAVELLERS GREEN, NEWTON AYCLIFFE)
for a wedding or be hired out to other
(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2020
hospitality-related businesses to extend their
The Council proposes to make an Order under the Road Traffic
existing services.
Regulation Act, 1984 as amended, Section 14 (1) to prohibit all
To find out more about Inside the Box, or
vehicular traffic from proceeding on approx 200m section of New
Lane/Travellers Green, Newton Aycliffe from the junction with Gilpin
speak to Adam and Sharna, you can visit
Rd in an easterly direction to enable carriageway resurfacing works to
the website at www.thinkinsidethebox.uk or
be undertaken. No alternative route will be signposted for this closure.
The maximum duration of the Order is 18 months. The proposed
follow them on social media.
works are to commence from 9am to 3pm daily on 14/12/20 and are
anticipated to be completed in 3 days. On occasions, alternative dates
for closure may be necessary and these will be signed accordingly.
Access will be maintained for emergency service vehicles on an
emergency call.
Dated: 27th November 2020
Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services
County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL
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Festive Activities Supporting
at Greenfield Arts Families
Greenfield Arts are looking forward to
their popular free festive craft opportunity.
Join artist Dawn Belshaw for our seasonal
activity and make something wonderful from
materials found at home.
This season we are adopting ‘a climate of
change’ and are celebrating the season with
two holiday workshops suitable for age 8+.
Sessions will be held on Monday 21st
December from 10.30am - 12.00noon
(Greenfield Arts) and Tuesday 22nd
December from 1.30pm - 3:00pm (Shildon
Civic Hall).
This year we will be making crafty Christmas
trees that will be lovely to make, decorate
and share at home. Please bring an old book
with you to the session.
To find out more about our programme or
to book a place via our website just visit
greenfield-arts.co.uk and use the simple
online form to reserve your place. For further
details email info@greenfield-arts.co.uk or
call our friendly team on 01325 379048.

SIESTA BLINDS
BLINDS DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY

View online: www.siestablinds.com
Visit our showroom:
Whinfield Drive, Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AU
Book an appointment: 01325 309003
OPEN:
Monday-Thursday 8.00am-5.00pm
Friday 8.00am-4.00pm, Saturday by appointment

HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?

We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.
Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£49.00 inc VAT (per will) and Free Home Visit
During the day or evening
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE
PLANNING PRACTITIONERS
Members of the Society of Will Writers
F.Inst.PA (Qualiﬁed Paralegal)

The Supporting Families team would like to
give a huge thank you to Aldi for a supply of
nappies during this difficult Covid-19 time.
We really appreciate Aldi’s help.
We would also like to record our thanks to
Rotary Aycliffe for their kind donation which
enabled us to get a stock of nappies which
in turn helped struggling families. We really
appreciate the support.
We also need to thank Lori, Jan, Assunta,
Freda and Joyce, from Avon Court, who
donated money, toys and clothes to help us.
Sheena, Yvonne, Liz, Rachel and Bob.

elachi
indian restaurant

1 Upper Beveridge Walkway
Town Centre DL5 4EE
(next to StevenRussell)

Tel: 01325 316516

Open Every Day 5pm-10pm
Takeaway Collection Special
(During Lockdown - until 2nd December 2020)

Sunday to Thursday 40% OFF

Delivery Available
Order on our website: www.elachirestaurant.co.uk
or call 01325 316516 or 317447

Funeralcare
Providing a caring personal service
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Newton Aycliffe Funeralcare

SPECIAL OFFER:
Five Windows
+ One Door
£2880 inc. VAT

Oakcliffe Cottage,
Macmillan Road, DL5 4LH

01325 300 510

• UPVC Windows and Doors •
• Conservatories •
• Composite Doors •
• Bi-Folding Doors •

www.coop.co.uk/funeralcare

Bedroom
Image
Sliding Wardrobes

FNC0317331392-2_Newton_Aycliffe_ad.indd 1

Telephone 01325 468222
Email: info@bespoke-windows.co.uk

Manufactured in our Newton Aycliffe Factory

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors

A caring personal service, from a local family business,
Here to help you through those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST

Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

Cobblers Hall Village Centre
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

Tel: (01325) 319519

Available Free
Supporting Families have received some For
Aisha Baby Food. Mild curried chicken Dhal
with lentils (only flavour), expiry date is 8th
December 2020. Suitable for stage two, from
7 months old.
AVAILABLE FREE - please contact Sheena
on - 07725 369915 if you would like some.

www.bedrooomimage.co.uk
Visit our new studio at:
24 Cockerton Green, Darlington DL3 9EU

Telephone (01325) 464100
or
Middlesbrough and Washington
Telephone 0191 417 9174

15/05/2017
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Wheely Returned
Dear Sir,
Thank you for printing my recent letter
about our wheely bin that had been taken. I
would like to thank our postman and his dog
walking friend, who informed me of a bin that
had been left on the old railway lines, just
behind Playdays Nursery.
We found the bin dumped alongside a for
sale sign that had also been taken the same
night. There were also numerous empty
bottles and cans.
Could I also thank the lady who kindly
offered us her spare wheely bin if ours had
not been returned.
Thank you.
Name and address supplied

Contact the
Power in the Hands
Council or
of the People
Councillors First

WALKERS
BUTCHERS and BAKERS

Simpasturegate • Newton Aycliffe • 312022

Aycliffe’s Longest Established Butcher & Baker

Fresh Turkeys (and Turkey Crowns)
Fresh Chickens
Goose/Duck (to order)
Local Beef, Pork & Lamb
All cut to your requirements

We are open until Christmas Eve
from 8.00am to 3.00pm
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
to all our Newton Aycliffe Residents

£12.99 - Proceeds to charity

Available from Newton Press reception

as Gift

tm
Ideal Chris

pply

Limited Su

Dear Sir,
With reference to the letter in last weeks
Newton News, headed: ‘Fly Tipping Will
Attract Vermin Around Shops’. I would
like to thank your correspondent, Mr Bob
Forrest of Simpasture Fisheries, for raising
this fly tipping issue. However, he stated
that there had been ‘no response’ from the
authorities, I would like to point out that this
is incorrect on this particular occasion.
As with the previous correspondence
related to the ‘Damaged Sign’ in the
previous week’s edition, I would like to
confirm and provide confidence to Mr
Forrest, and your readers, that Durham
County Council did take prompt action on
this fly tipping (see photos).
I reported this on Wednesday 11th
November after being contacted by
Walkers the Butcher of Simpasture Gate.
By Thursday 12th November the Council
Warden had carried out an investigation
to try and identify the possible culprits and
called in at a number of residents homes
that live in and around that area, this was
to highlight the shopkeepers concerns
and raise awareness about the impact
of fly tipping and untidy yards on local
businesses and the environment.
The waste material was subsequently
removed and the bins emptied on week
beginning Monday 16th November.
Once again, I have demonstrated that there
is no need to contact Newton News, you
will get a quicker response by contacting
Durham County Council online at: https://
doitonline.durham.gov.uk
If you are still not satisfied with the
response from this service, please contact
your local Councillor, before raising it in the
local media.
Kind regards
Cllr Eddy Adam

Dear Sir,
I would like to congratulate the Newton News
for reporting the range of good work that
goes on in our area, ranging from community
support groups, schools and employers. I
always look forward to reading the good news
and like to see readers’ letters.
Last Autumn many letters were about Brexit
and the General Election, many voters
took the opportunity to do what some MPs
wouldn’t do. Made a decision on Brexit “leave means leave.” The people used their
collective power by voting pro-Brexit. Now we
are living through a pandemic.
My heart goes out to NHS staff, working with
patients infected with a highly contagious
killer disease. As they make their way home
after an emotionally draining, 12 hour shift, it
must be so disheartening to see people who
disregard the measures needed to stop the
spread of Covid-19.
In the first Coronavirus briefing, back in
March, the Prime Minister stated that we were
faced with a new virus, no known treatment
and no cure. Measures needed to combat the
disease would have to be based on scientific
and medical evidence.
Responses to advice would be a balance
between health and economy, and it was
likely things would change as we learn more.
It is very negative to label these responses as
u-turns.
This is a time when everyone needs to pull
together. The Government, scientists and
NHS staff can’t stop a virus which spreads by
person to person contact. WE CAN.
Like Brexit, the power is literally in the hands
of the people.
Margaret

Playday
Nursery

15 SIMPASTURE GATE
NEWTON AYCLIFFE DL5 5HH

Telephone: 01325 312050
Email: managerplayday@gmail.com

• Care for children aged 0-5 years
• Excellent outdoor play area
• CCTV throughout the building
• Exciting/creative activities
• Full or part time care
• Healthy eating home cooked food
• Fully qualified and vetted staff
• In partnership with parents
OFSTED Inspected - “Outstanding Provision”
OFSTED quote: “Playday Nursery offers an outstanding
provision with high quality teaching provided by highly
qualified staff.

www.shakencake.co.uk
OPEN: 5pm-10pm 7 DAYS A WEEK
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American Style Dining
in Your Own Home

Fancy something new this Christmas? Be bold and try something
local, choose from our broad range of tasty London Drys, our
international award-winning fruity gins, or give one of our new
festive flavours a go!
__________________________
Order a gift box of 6, 8 or 10 miniature Christmas crackers, each with a
50ml miniature bottle of gin, or a set of giant crackers each with a
200ml bottle of gin, with free local delivery! Want to try our full range?
Pick up our new miniature collection, with 12 miniature 50ml bottles!
__________________________
Cracker gift sets available from £20, 12-bottle miniature collections
available for £30, and giant crackers start from £15.
Free delivery to all DL5 postcodes, with free national delivery on orders over £60.

Visit www.theherbalgin.com to order online.

Call 01325 589066 to order over the phone.

Page 6

Newton News

Hog Blog Update
Things are quietening down, but still admitting wherever we can,
Tara and myself have twenty little or sick babies that won’t be
released before spring. Our latest admission is Matty, he is quite
poorly with mange, he will take a long time to recover and may even
lose his quills, if that happens he has a jumper specially bought for
him by Vinny, a lovely red one too.
We also have a new Facebook site, should anyone like to help us or
learn how things are going, I always check Facebook, so if anyone
has any questions, problems or need help, it is there for you and
ourselves, because sometimes we need your help too with bringing
in much needed funds.
Donations, either monetary or items to sell on our car boot stall,
however small, are greatly appreciated. We will take these little ones
into our homes, we care for them in our own time and also attending
events like car boot sales, has of course been stopped due to the
lockdown. Any help, however small, is greatly appreciated.
Hope to squeeze in another car boot sale before Christmas, fingers
crossed. Here is our new Facebook page: Prickly Haven Hedgehog
Hotel and our email address: pricklyhaven@yahoo.com
Finally, another thank you to Jane and Sonya, who regularly donate
kitten food for our lovelies, it’s gratefully appreciated.
Tip of the week: Hedgehogs that weigh less than 450 grams will not
survive the winter, rescue centres will, wherever possible, take them
in, especially if found in the daytime, hibernation is not an option so
please get help for them.

Personalised
CHRISTMAS CARDS

Create Your Own Card or use one of our designs.
Choose a verse or use your own wording.
Christmas cards, made to order, including envelopes
(minimum order 30, order before 14th December)
Call in today for more information and details
NEWTON PRESS
Blue Bridge Centre, St Cuthberts Way, Newton Aycliﬀe
Telephone: 01325 300212
Or send your order via Email: sales@newtonpress.net

Sergeant’s Blog
NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING
By Sergeant Andy Boyd

I hope this blog
finds everyone
well, under the
circumstances, and
with the Government
announcement this
week, that you are
all looking forward
to having a better
Christmas than we
anticipated a few
months ago.
Firstly, I have to
apologise for not
submitting a blog in a
few months now, but
the last eight months
have been absolutely
hectic, trying to deal
with our normal
business on top of
the problems that
Covid-19 brings.
In my 25 years of
policing, I haven’t
known a year like
it, and hope, with
vaccines around the
corner, that we don’t
have another one like it. Despite criticism from some quarters,
I am very proud of how our organisation have adapted to ever
changing guidance and law, in a role that is dangerous at normal
times, having to maintain a level of service, when many are rightly
worried about personal safety and the health of friends, family and
colleagues. As you will know, if you read my previous blogs, on the
neighbourhood team, we deal with everything from crime to antisocial behaviour and registered sex offenders, to people living in the
community with an array of mental health issues and vulnerability.
We support our colleagues on response teams that deal with the
24/7 immediate jobs, and CID who look at priority and serious crime
to problem solve around repeat callers, locations and offenders.
During the first lockdown we saw a decrease in crime and antisocial behaviour. However, when these restrictions were eased,
these figures soon returned to normal levels. We also saw rising
incidents of ASB, particularly in the Western area of Newton Aycliffe,
which we have responded to by increasing foot patrols, carrying out
dispersal orders (removing known trouble makers from the area for
a limited period), dealing robustly with known causers of ASB, and
looking at innovative ways to divert youths from getting involved in
such activity. We have also used the Operation Endurance Team to
actively target known riders of off-road bikes/quads and the areas
they cause issues. Many youths are now engaging with the Youth
Offending Team after being dealt with for a variety of offences,
and we were successful in obtaining a Criminal Behaviour Order
on one youth who is responsible for a large proportion of ASB in
the Western area (we are pleased to say that this particular youth
appears to want to make amends now for his behaviour and is
working with us on a diversionary programme for youths in the area
and some restorative measures).
So, despite some opinion from prominent members in the Western
area of Newton Aycliffe, we do care, we want to make the area a
safer place to reside, and are trying our best to work with partners
to reduce problems in this area. The community have been fantastic
recently in giving us the evidence we need to effectively do our
jobs. We have received photos/videos of off road bikes (many that
we could make an identification from), information with regards to
vulnerability that we can assist with, and intelligence with regards to
the use of drugs. As I write this, we have just executed a Magistrates
Search warrant at an address in Newton Aycliffe and recovered
drugs. All of this is not possible without your help and I thank you for
that. Please keep this coming, please help us to help you.
The winter nights are coming in, please don’t make it easy for
criminals to target your home, take the steps highlighted in the
attached poster to protect your property.
Take care of yourself and your families.
Sergeant Andy Boyd

Newton News

Pensioner Pen Pal Appeal
Dear Sir,
This project has really taken off, many thanks to those who have
responded.
The Nursing homes really appreciate you showing how much you
care for those feeling a little lonely and left out. It does not take
much to brighten up someone’s life, just write a few sentences about
yourself and ask the person if they would not mind you writing to
them (usually once a month). Give them your address, please do not
pass on your phone number as this intrudes on your privacy.
Address it to “A Pen Pal” and whichever Nursing Home you prefer.
There are seven in the town and the addresses are below:
Aycliffe Care Home
Burnhope, Horndale, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 7ER
Lindisfarne Care Home
Silverdale Place, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 7DZ
Rose Lodge Care Home
Carers Way, Cobblers Lane, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 4SE
Bethany House
Village Close, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 4UD
Defoe Court Care Home
30 Defoe Crescent, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 4JP
St. Clare’s Court
Central Avenue, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham, DL5 5QH
Woodham Grange Voyage Care
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 4PJ
You may like to post it yourself through their letter box, do not stick
the envelope down, just tuck it in, as licking it can possibly pass on a
virus. You probably will get an answer, please do not be downhearted
if you do not, some people like their privacy, just keep trying and try
not to be put off.
Many thanks for your kindness in doing this act of caring for others.
We still need a lot more people to take part, if you would like to,
please just follow the above instructions.
God bless you all.
Pam Lovelass, APA

‘Every Day Counts’ for
Greenfield Students
In a climate where the has been so many
challenges and changes for students to
overcome it has been brilliant to see the
commitment that students have shown in
many ways.
The slogan ‘Every Day Counts’ is
often shared throughout the Greenfield
community and whether students have been
at home or on the school site they have
taken their attendance seriously.
Two students who attained the best possible
attendance were recognised recently at an online awards ceremony.
Lucy Barron and Jack Heywood achieved 100% throughout their
time at Greenfield, a fantastic achievement, well done.
Following in their foot-steps students have taken part in a 10 Day
100% Attendance Challenge. “In this very difficult time 539 students
rose to the challenge of being in school for two full weeks from
5th until 16th October. This surpassed the previous record of 536
students in February 2020. Each student received 5 house points
and a small prize”. said Mr Richardson, Assistant Headteacher.
All the winners were put into a draw for prizes. The winners were,
Year 7, Maegen Cummins, Year 8, Ella Richardson, Year 9, Mitchell
Dobson, Year 10, Farah Mahjoub and Year 11, Yasmin Lau. The
overall winner was Alisha Kirby. Well done to all involved and for
recognising that every day counts!
Greenfield Community College are proud of the response by their
students and are committed to supporting students to reach their full
potential. The school promotes an inclusive curriculum encouraging
students to work together to realise an outstanding learning
experience.
If you would like to find out more visit www.greenfieldschool.net or
contact the school by emailing contact@greenfieldschool.net or by
calling 01325 300378.
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AYCLIFFE RADIO

LOCAL RADIO brought to you by LOCAL PEOPLE

Weekly Programme Schedule
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NEWTON AYCLIFFE
TOWN CENTRE MANAGEMENT
“Aycliffe Town Centre . . . Shopping for You”

Classic “Love Songs” Sun-Thurs 12 to 3am, Fri & Sat 2-4am
Updates from MP Paul Howell at 12noon daily
SATURDAY
9-10am
Eurovision Show
Simon Harding
10-12am
Moderation
Jack & Garvey
12-2pm
Kitchen Floorﬁllers
Caz BoJangles
2-4pm
Weekly Edition
Paul Baker
4-6pm
Northern & Classic Soul (R)
Kevin Sowerby
“The Saturday Night Experience” Sponsored by
Bengal Lounge Indian Restaurant & Takeaway
6-8pm
Evening Session
JimJams
8-9pm
Rock the House
Carl Booth
9-10pm
Retro Trance Mix
OZ-DJ
10-12am
Street ‘n’ Drum ‘n’ Bass
MC Supa
12-2am
Night Club Session
A DJ
SUNDAY
9-10am
Church Service
Xcel Centre
10-11am
Yesterdays Music Today
Alan Brown
11-12pm
Mystery Year
Paul Baker
12-2pm
Country & Americana Show
David Ringer
Blues Show Sponsored by Whitehouse Funeral Service
2-4pm
Bear Blues Show
Colin & Monica
4-6pm
Folk/Celtic/Rock Show
Steve & Col
6-7.30pm
Jazz Time
Mike Dixon
8-10pm
Paul’s Down Time
Paul Kjenstad
10-12am
Sean’s Sunday Set List
Sean Lawless
MONDAY to FRIDAY DAILY
10-12am
Golden Years
Paul Baker
12-1pm
A to Z of Pop (Mon, Tues & Wed)
Richard Smith
12-1pm
Call Me No 1 (Tues & Thurs)
Richard Smith
1-2pm
Memory Lane
Gary Avery
2-4pm
Afternoon Aycliffe
Paul Baker
MONDAY
6-7pm
60s Show
Karl Simons
7-8pm
70s Show
Peter Rush
8-9pm
80s Show
Gary Avery
9-10pm
90s Show
Paul Baker
10-11pm
00s Show
Producer Dan
11-12am
Teens Show
Andy Fittes
TUESDAY
6-7pm
Mystery Year
Paul Baker
7.30-9.30pm Northern & Classic Soul
Kevin Sowerby
WEDNESDAY
6-7.30pm
Joey’s Jukebox
Joey Collins
8-10pm
Alternative Aycliffe
Gaz n Alby
THURSDAY
6-8pm
The List
Colin McNeillie
8-10pm
BeatRoote
Graeme Roote
FRIDAY
6-8pm
Techno Trance Mix
PVR Studios
8-10pm
4th Dec. - Nathan Abbott Dance Classix
10-12am
Alternative Aycliffe (R)
Gaz n Alby

Check our website for full schedule

www.ayclifferadio.co.uk

Newton Broadcasting Limited (t/a Aycliffe Radio) is a Private Company Limited by Guarantee, registered on 19th February
2018 in England and Wales. Registration number 11211835. Registered ofﬁce: Aycliffe Radio, c/o Blue Bridge Centre,
St. Cuthbert’s Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 6DS. Aycliffe Radio is CIC Registered (No. 11455404)
Scheduled shows can be changed/cancelled at any time.

LISTENING OPTIONS:

www.ayclifferadio.co.uk - Free App (all formats)
TuneIn - Radios Online - Internet Radio - Alexa
UK Online Radio - Radio Garden - Online Radio Box
Streema - StreamFinder - Deezer
Radio Shaker - www.radio.net
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Entrepreneurs Response to Lib Dem Calls for Investment
Covid Opportunities Instils to End Council Tax Rises
Confidence in the Future
Dragons’ Den star Sara Davies has delivered
an upbeat assessment on the future for
North East entrepreneurs - predicting that
2021 will be the year to build upon the many
opportunities that have arisen from the
coronavirus pandemic.
The founder and CEO of Newton Aycliffebased Crafter’s Companion, who was chairing
an Entrepreneurs’ Forum event entitled ‘The
Future for Entrepreneurship’, was supported
in her positive views by a panel of business
experts.
She told the online event: “I’ve been hugely encouraged by the way
this region’s businesses have adapted and pivoted in response to
the many challenges and uncertainties of the last eight months..
“Change always generates opportunity, even when forced upon us,
and it’s the entrepreneurs who possess the right mindset and ability
to think outside the box that are best placed to react.
“Given the response of North East business leaders, I have more
confidence in the future and believe that 2021 will see a real reboot
of the entrepreneurial spirit.”
She was joined on the panel by Dean Benson, founder and CEO
of Stockton-based e-commerce experts Visualsoft; Richard Lane,
co-founder and CEO of Newcastle-based sales consultancy
durhamlane, and Dr Tim Hammond, director of commercialisation
and economic development at Durham University, and project lead
for Northern Accelerator.
Dean Benson, who is also a member of the Forum board, said:
“lessons could be learnt from the last recession when those
businesses that retained the confidence to invest in sales and
marketing had emerged in a much stronger position.”
He added: “Entrepreneurs are agile and adaptable and as a result
thrive on change. However, one of the biggest challenges is not
in starting a business but in scaling it and that’s where it’s vital to
surround yourself with a good team of management and staff.
“Running a business can also be very lonely and it’s also
important to seek the advice and support of your peers, through an
organisation like the Entrepreneurs’ Forum.”
Richard Lane told the online audience of more than 50 that
technological changes, including cloud computing, had made
starting a business much more attainable.
He added that this was reflected by a new phenomenon - the
‘furloughpreneur’, those on furlough who used the time to develop
their business ideas.
“My advice to entrepreneurs is that any reduction of sales and
marketing creates a void, that can be filled by a competitor. Above
all, look after your people, look after yourself, look after your
customers and be proactive.”
Dr Tim Hammond said that Northern Accelerator – a collaboration
between Durham, Newcastle, Northumberland, and Sunderland
universities is making a step change in how the Universities
commercialise ideas from their research base. This is particularly
critical as the Universities account for approximately a third of all
research spend in the North East.
“Covid-19 has presented many opportunities which have seen
the development of new and responsive business models and
innovation,” he added. “We are pushing to get these innovative
ideas out of the universities and, through Northern Accelerator, are
creating collaborative solutions as well as increasing engagement
with external organisations.”

whitehouse
se

ice

funeral service

Private Chapels of Rest
and Funeral Plans
Surtees House
Hilton Road
Newton Aycliffe DL5 6EN

Lib Dem Cllr, Michael Stead, is
calling for a council tax freeze
during the town council budget
process. Cllr Stead, who was
elected with an 80% vote for the
Woodham Ward of Great Aycliffe
Town Council earlier this year,
stood on a policy of fair council tax.
Michael comments, “We need to
make sure that as much money
as possible stays in the pockets of
Newton Aycliffe residents this year.
It is essential for the town that we
do not overburden our residents
with council tax hikes. The Town
Council now has the highest
reserves it has ever had. I will therefore be calling for a council tax
freeze as well as some specific investments and savings in order to
make sure that long-term our council tax bills do not rise.”
Cllr. Stead is proposing that part of the £1.3m reserves that the town
council has is allocated to invest to save projects. He explains, “There
have to be ways to bring down the cost of running Great Aycliffe Town
Council, whether it is in reducing the £20,000 water bills or moving
more of our vehicles over to electric to make long-term savings and
protect the environment. I am certain there are dozens of additional
options which we can look at.”
The Lib Dem Councillor suggests that having at least £100,000
allocated towards projects, which save money long-term, would allow
a council tax freeze for a number of years, and suggests a council
committee be repurposed to do this. Mr Stead also wants a review of
all expenditure in all departments to find any possible savings which
can be made.
He adds “We need to do this to make sure that those front line
services, which residents rely on in Newton Aycliffe, can be protected
whilst keeping money in residents pockets. Both can be achieved.”
Even after freezing council tax and investing to save, the Town
Council would still have well over £1million sat in the bank.
Michael, represents the Woodham Ward and will be standing for the
Lib Dems in the upcoming County Council elections too. He says
his policies will mean that there are more than sufficient reserves to
protect the council and keep council tax down.
As a County Councillor he has said he would continue the fight to
tackle double taxation which is crippling people in Newton Aycliffe.
Residents currently pay both the Labour-run County Council and the
Town Council for the same services whilst other parts of the County
only pay once as they have no town council.

TRADE AND RETAIL WELCOME
Unit 10, Northfield Way, Newton
DL5
6EJ
OOS Aycliffe
Busin Cards
back:Layout
www.tradeglass.uk
sales@tradeglass.uk

Telephone 01325 238019

The truly independent family
company caring for your needs

T: 01325 318600

(24 hour)
Julie
John Whitehouse
Whitehouse

Dip.
Cockerton
House,
Cockerton
House
, 111
1 WWest
est AAuckland
uckland RRoad,
oad, DDarlington
arlingF.D.
ton L.M.B.I.F.D.
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100K COV-AID FOR ‘SUPPORTIVE’ CHARITY
A CHARITY delivering independence and support throughout the
North-east is delighted to have secured a £100,000 Covid-19 helping
hand from a major community aid programme launched by Barclays.
Supportive, based in Ferryhill, County Durham, has been chosen as
one of Barclays’ UK charity partners to receive cash aimed at those
working to support vulnerable people impacted by Covid-19, and to
alleviate the associated social and economic hardship caused by the
crisis.
Part of the North-east community for 26 years, Supportive has been
working on the frontline in the fight against Covid since March and
will use the cash to enhance welfare services across its three main
areas of operation: homecare, volunteer drivers and patient transport
ambulances.
CEO John Davison said: “We are delighted to receive £100k from
Barclays and we will use the donation to make a positive contribution
to people’s lives during the Covid pandemic.”
The money is being distributed as part of Barclays’ £100m
Community Aid Package announced in April, to support charities
helping people and communities most impacted by the pandemic.
Alongside a colleague-matched fundraising initiative and £10m
pledged through their 100x100 Programme, Barclays is donating
funds to charity partners across the UK, Americas, Asia and Europe
to ensure help reaches those who need it most. In the UK, where the
bank has made 100 donations of £100,000, these partners include
those who are meeting the immediate needs of low-income families,
those facing financial hardship, isolated elderly people, NHS staff and
key workers.
Supportive has been chosen for its work across County Durham
and the wider North-east, where its services include:
• Homecare, with 12,000 visits a year delivered by 120 care staff,
including end of life support;
• Volunteer drivers, with 100,000 journeys covered each year
supporting NHS visits and local authority services, and
• Patient transport ambulances, providing more than 17,000 hours
of support in the last year.
The Barclays 100x100 UK Covid-19 Community Relief
Programme money will be used by Supportive to:
• Enhance welfare services which were established at the start
of the pandemic to support customers, volunteers and staff. The
additional contact is already having positive results;
• Offer additional support to homecare customers to minimise
social isolation. Carers will be able to spend additional time to
chat, support with appointments, give additional care, support with
shopping and, when permitted, take trips out in the community;
• Continue to support volunteer drivers, who have been provided
with Covid safety screens that fit between front and rear seats and
safety boxes containing PPE supplies. Volunteers provide a service
supporting vital journeys and the charity aims to welcome more fully
equipped volunteers to the service;
• Use technology to increase service effectiveness and reduce
Covid risk, and
• Enable patient transport teams to provide additional support
where wheelchair transport is needed.
Paul Howells MP for Sedgefield said: “Funding like this is so critical
for organisations like Supportive that are embedded within and hold
our local communities together. Their efforts are largely unseen to
many within the community but for those that know them they are a
critical lifeline. I am so pleased that Barclays have chosen to support

Government Statement
A Government spokesperson said:
“The results from the University of Oxford/AstraZeneca are very
encouraging. We have already secured early access to 100 million
doses of their vaccine for use across the UK if approved – on top of
255 million doses from other vaccine developers.
“The independent Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory
Agency will carry out their crucial work to assess whether the vaccine
meets robust standards of safety, effectiveness and quality once it
receives the full data from Oxford/AstraZeneca. If authorised, the NHS
will begin to roll out more widely, starting with those most at risk, in
line with Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation advice,
and taking into account logistics and practicality.
“Advances including rapid testing, new treatments and vaccines will
help us get back to normal but, until then, we must all continue to take
the necessary actions to keep ourselves and our loved ones safe,
including following the Hands, Face, Space guidance.”

them.”
Andrew Thompson, Barclays business manager, said: “This crisis
has had an unprecedented impact across the UK and we know this is
an incredibly challenging time for many in the North-east. By reaching
those most in need of support, local charities such as Supportive
have played a vital role in this crisis to date, and no doubt they will do
going forward. As a proud member of our community, we are doing
everything we can for our customers, clients and colleagues, and we
hope that our partnership with Supportive will allow many others to
access the help they need as this crisis develops.”

Do you want to be part of an amazing care team?
Check out the opportuni�es in Newton Aycliﬀe
and County Durham on our website or give us a call:

/ 01740 658872

141x 98mm

CHRISTMAS CARD
COMPETITION

Under 16, why not design a Christmas card?
Two winners will be awarded Lego and your design
reproduced into Christmas cards for your use.

Two age categories:
• Up to 8 years old; • Between 9-16 years old.
One design will be picked from each age group as winner.
1. Design an amazing card, anyway you like (draw, colour,
paint, collage, sketch), making it as colourful and as unique
as you can.
2. Be original - don’t copy it from another design, please do
not use an image downloaded from the internet or photos.
3. The design should fit onto an A4 sheet (210 x 297mm).
4. Make sure you have parental consent to enter.
5. Hand your design to us before the closing date, Friday 4th
December.
How to send:
Entries can be submitted via email to:
paul@newtonnews.co.uk
or post to: Christmas Card Competition, Newton News, Blue
Bridge Centre, St. Cuthberts Way, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6DS
(can also be handed in at our reception, same address).
Please ensure you enclose your name, address, age and
contact details (email and phone).

The closing date for all entries is Friday 4th
December 2020 at midnight. Good luck.
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Various Road Work Issues Happiness Hubs Roll Out
Across Durham & Darlington
Dear Sir,
MIDDRIDGE ROAD
Responding to residents’ concerns, I have twice emailed Highways
Adoption with concerns about the new roundabout being built for the
Persimmon development on Middridge Road.
Their reply is that: “the roundabout was designed as a compact
roundabout to national design standards (DMRB CD116) and has
single lane entries. The vehicle tracking plans demonstrate that a
16.5m articulated vehicle can safely negotiate the roundabout under
these conditions. Any relaxation in standards may nullify these
constraints and allow excessive vehicle entry speeds or drivers to
attempt to enter the roundabout concurrently”.
These officers are experts in their field - although they, as much as
we, are aware that sometimes things do not turn out in practice as
they appeared on the plans. In this respect, they have assured me
that there will be a Road Safety Audit after it is built, to check that it
is working safely.
With *any* change to a familiar road layout there is a danger that
people get ‘caught out’ and there are accidents until people get used
to it. PLEASE, everyone be very careful as you negotiate this new
roundabout, and it will do no harm for people’s safety if we all share
how careful one has to be.
MEADOWFIELD WAY
At this week’s GAMP meeting, members approved a scheme funded by myself and my two councillor colleagues in response
to residents’ concerns - to add road safety measures to the miniroundabout at the top of Meadowfield Way, including rumble strips
and an enhancement to the roundabout itself. This is a dangerous
junction, so please be careful, especially as we make the changes to
try to make it safer.
ALSTON CRESCENT
The GAMP meeting also approved a scheme - again, funded by
myself and my two councillor colleagues, again as a response to
residents’ complaints - to add a 7-car parking bay at the top of the
northern entrance to Alston Crescent. This road is a bus route, and
cars parked along the side of the road at this point cause congestion
which, so close to the junction, is certainly inconvenient and could
be dangerous.
ELDER GARDENS
I have contacted Planning Enforcement so many times regarding
mud on the road at the Elder Gardens (Keepmoat) site that the
officer and I are on first name terms. Keepmoat are sweeping the
road three times a day, but the road remains a mess in times of
inclement weather. Please, if you are dissatisfied with the condition
of the road, phone DCC on 03000 260 000 and add your complaints
to mine.
Cllr John D. Clare
(Aycliffe North & Middridge)

JUNCTION 7 CHRISTMAS
COMMUNITY EVENTS
This year we have three projects planned:

1
2
3

CHRISTMAS DINNER
Cooked and delivered to your door on Christmas
Day. This is for people who will be alone.
CHRISTMAS DINNER IN A BOX
This will include all the ingredients and trimmings
to cook your own dinner on Christmas Day.
TREAT HAMPER
A box of Christmas treats. This is for people who
are experiencing financial difficulties.

THERE IS NO COST FOR THESE PROJECTS
CONTACT JUNCTION7 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:
Email: junc7tion@gmail.com
Tel:
07783 539167 or 07851 723647

After an overwhelming response, health and wellbeing charity
Pioneering Care Partnership (PCP) and County Durham NHS
Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) are delighted to announce
that over £49,000 has been awarded to establish ‘Happiness Hubs’
across County Durham and Darlington.
Happiness Hubs aim to provide safe spaces for local people to
meet, make friends, talk and feel supported. The ultimate goal is to
help people to live happier, healthier lives whilst promoting mental
health and personal resilience.
Mike Brierley, Director of Commissioning, Strategy and Delivery
(Mental Health & Learning Disability), said: “This fund provides vital
support at a neighbourhood level for people who might be struggling
with their mental health and wellbeing. By routing NHS England’s
Transformation Funding through the voluntary and community sector
we hope to be able to reach out to people and prevent crisis whilst
also providing ongoing support.
In addition to the external funding, organisations have committed to
match-funding of just under £35,000 and this means that people and
communities will benefit from £84,000 of extra support.”
PCP Chief Executive, Carol Gaskarth, added, “The quality and
diversity of applications was excellent; which made the panel’s job
incredibly difficult! In this first round we were pleased to support
thirteen organisations, many of whom sought funding to extend
delivery into evenings and weekends. Incredibly, during 2021
collectively, the Happiness Hubs will engage with over 850 people
in County Durham and Darlington and help almost 100 people to
volunteer.
Naturally some of the ideas have been amended or slightly
postponed due to the pandemic, however the voluntary sector
is well-placed to provide support through virtual platforms and
organisations have been flexible and creative in their approach. We
look forward to seeing them in action, hopefully in the New Year.”
The following groups have been supported in round 1:
• Cornerstone Support Housing and Counselling
- Refresh, Rebuild Relate
• East Durham Veterans - EDV Social Inclusion
• Ferryhill Ladder Centre - Connect
• ManHealth - Man Talk
• SHAID Ltd - My Beautiful Mind
• Sunniside Community Association - Friendly Friday Club
• Teasdale Clubs - Happy Minds
• Teasdale Community Resources Hub - Happiness Café
• The Active Life Foundation - Young at Heart
• Tiny Toes Bumps and Babies C.I.C. - Support Sessions
• Trimdon Grange Community Centre - Community Reconnections
• Willington Methodist Church - Willington Open Door Café
If you would like to know more, or if you run a community space/
building and are interested in becoming a Happiness Hub, please
contact: 07715 204462 or email Happiness.Hubs@pcp.uk.net
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Flytippers Risk Being Stripped
of Vehicles this Christmas

Parliament Talk
Tel: 01325 790580 - Email: paul.howell.mp@parliament.uk
Another week of many meetings, particularly zoom and teams, some
of which have been particularly informative. Last Tuesday, along with
other local colleagues, I met with Priti Patel, the Home Secretary,
where we discussed the agenda to consolidate the custody suites
in Co. Durham. The big concern we all have, is the question as to
whether a stand-in police and crime commissioner should make
decisions of this magnitude so close to an election where he is
standing down. We also took the time to remind the Home Secretary
of the importance of keeping pressure on antisocial behaviour and
county lines drug gangs. Tuesday also saw the meeting of the BEIS
select committee, this time our focus was on the impact of Covid-19
on business and workers. Later in the week we separately had a
round table with many people from business. This was a private
session to allow contributors to speak frankly, it was cross party,
with different MPs leading separate breakout groups. This was an
enormously informing session and will be repeated over coming
weeks. We also had a Zoom call with Eddie Lister, who is the head of
staff for the Prime Minister, a very different person to his predecessor.
On a lighter note, I was able to have a virtual meeting with some
young scouts whose leader I met on Remembrance Sunday, it is
always a pleasure to engage with young people.
On Friday I had a very interesting discussion on the promotion of the
creation of a British development bank, led by Gareth Davies MP and
joined by Will Tanner, who is the director of Onward. I look forward to
learning more.
On Friday afternoon I had a catch up discussion with Sue Jacques,
who is the Chief Executive of County Durham and Darlington
Foundation Health Trust, where we were briefed on the latest position
in our hospitals. They are managing, but we must help keep Covid-19
pressure off them so they can continue other surgery. As a result of
this discussion Peter Gibson and I took the opportunity to join Sue
when she visited Darlington and Sedgefield Hospitals on Saturday
evening. It was good to see the staff who have been under incredible
pressure this year but and they are obviously pleased at the recent
progress for vaccines, which gives them some light at the end of this
tunnel.
This week I have also had the opportunity to join, virtually, two of
the Area Action Partnerships. On Tuesday it was our local Great
Aycliffe & Middridge Partnership and on Monday I was able to join
their equivalent for the East Durham Rural Corridor which looks after
places like Fishburn and Trimdon. This gives me at least a chance to
keep in touch whilst movements are limited.
Continuing what I have said before, I meet so many interesting people
and this week one of the highlights has to be a call with the army
Sergeant Major, Gavin Paton, he is the senior non-commissioned
officer in the army. He talked about many things and was enormously
interesting, he left us with the three messages he gives to his soldiers.
First, rank is an opportunity to do more for others, not for them to do
more for you; second, that soldiers do not make mistakes on purpose,
and thirdly, leave a legacy.
These messages could be applied to many people and I would
commend them to you.
As you will be aware, the government has confirmed we will come out
of lockdown on Wednesday 2nd December, but that we will enter a
tiered approach again before getting a little more space at Christmas.
In the meantime we get a little more latitude with non-essential retail,
Gyms and outdoor sport being more accessible. If we are to work
our way down these tiers it is important that everyone follows the
guidance, so please everyone, do your bit and remember
HANDS - FACE - SPACE: Wash your Hands regularly, wear a mask
on your Face where required and give people Space - follow the new
regulations for the rest of November and that will hopefully put us in a
better place for December.
Stay safe and have a good week.
Paul Howell, Member of Parliament for Sedgefield

Paul Howell
Member of Parliament
for Sedgeﬁeld

Enforcement officers are warning flytippers that they risk being
stripped of their vehicles this Christmas. The warning comes after a
number of vehicles found to have been used in flytipping incidents in
County Durham were taken off their owners for good.
Neighbourhood wardens from Durham County Council seized four
vehicles as part of Operation Stop It, which aims to educate people on
the need to dispose of waste safely and prosecute those responsible
for flytipping.
One vehicle, found to have been used in a flytipping incident, was
sold at auction while two, which were no longer roadworthy, were
crushed. Another vehicle found abandoned and similarly no longer
roadworthy was also crushed. The crushing of the vehicles took place
at North East Salvage in Peterlee on the council’s behalf.
The maximum fine for flytipping can be as much as £50,000.
Ian Hoult, the council’s neighbourhood protection manager, said:
“These vehicles were seized as part of Operation Stop It, an ongoing
investigation into flytipping. This is the sort of thing that can happen
if you are caught flytipping with your vehicle. We will take them away
from you, we will look to seize them and we will look to sell them at
auction or, if they are not roadworthy, crush them.
“Operation Stop It has been going for some time now and we have
been really pleased, overall, about the reduction in flytipping in County
Durham up to April 2020. Our residents tell us on an ongoing basis
that it is an issue for their areas and it is really important that we
continue to tackle it.”
There are currently 45 Operation Stop It investigations into flytipping
ongoing and a total of 15 vehicles have been seized as part of
investigations since April. In February this year the council invested
£500,000 in the recruitment of eleven new wardens as part of efforts
to ensure previous reductions in activities like flytipping are built on.
The £31million investment in front line services included the biggest
ever recruitment drive for wardens the council has seen. Some of
those wardens are now able to focus solely on investigating flytipping.
Residents are advised not to employ anyone to take unwanted waste
away without checking to see a registered waste carrier licence.
It is a person’s own responsibility to ensure they are disposing of
waste properly and there is no excuse not to do so. Waste can be
taken to one of Durham County Council’s Household Waste Recycling
Centres free of charge and bulky collections (large items) can be
taken away for a fee.
For more information about booking a bulky waste collection go to
https://www.durham.gov.uk/bulkywaste
Incidents of flytipping can be reported via the council’s reporting
system which is at www.doitonline@durham.gov.uk
Anyone who witnesses flytipping (and it is safe to do so), should take
a note of:
• the vehicle make, model, colour and registration number;
• what was dumped;
• a description of the flytippers.
People are advised not to look for clues in the waste, as there may be
harmful items in it.

paul.howell.mp@parliament.uk
Telephone: 020 7219 6385
Mobile: 07464 898442
Aycliffe Ofﬁce: 01325 790580
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Police Break Up Newton News
House Parties

Driving School

FOLLOW US ON
SIMPLY SEARCH newton-news

Jacks Driving School
Fully Qualified High Grade Instructors

Roofing

JK Roofing & Building

TRAILER/CARAVAN
TRAINING ALSO
AVAILABLE
Helping you to relax, enjoy and build confidence
Excellent first time pass rate - Block booking offers

All Roofing and Building work undertaken

• Full Roofs • Extensions • Felt Roofs
• UPVC Fascias/Soffits • Dry Verge/Ridge
Free estimates:

Eight people have been reported for
breaches of Covid-19 legislation after being
found at a house party.
Officers from Durham Constabulary were
called to reports of anti-social behaviour at a
property in Eastbourne Road, in Darlington,
shortly before 1am on Friday and found
eight people from different households all
gathered at the same address.
All eight, four men and four women aged
between 52 and 32 years, were reported by
police for breaches of the regulations.
The incident was one of a number attended
over the last few days by officers from
Operation Triton, Durham Constabulary’s
team dedicated to ensuring compliance with
Covid-19 regulations.
Responding to calls from the community,
these officers attended incidents in
Darlington, Durham City, Crook, Shildon
and Spennymoor over the weekend. On
Saturday night a Fixed Penalty Notice was
issued to a man in his early 20s who had
invited five people to his Ushaw Moor home
for a house party.
A spokesman for Durham Constabulary said:
“These are challenging times for everyone
but, so far, all the evidence seems to
suggest that the vast majority of the public
are still doing the right thing and are sticking
to the regulations.
“Our officers will take a reasonable and fair
approach to policing the current situation,
but make no mistake, Covid-19 remains a
potentially deadly threat and we will take
action against those who choose to put the
lives of others at risk”.

Builder

Locksmith

Jeff Horsley

SHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTOR

28 years experience

Full Build of Extensions
Porches, Garages,
Garden Walls, Patios,
Concreting and Re-Pointing

FREE ESTIMATES
Guaranteed Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01325 313939
or 07970 869967

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs
Mechanism Repair/Replacement
Door Adjustment - Door Furniture
Emergency Door Opening
Door
Repair
90% OF PARTS IN STOCK
24 Hour Emergency Call Out

Specialist

01388 741 114
07748 044 808

www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Stop Clicking Around
Visit Newton News
online for your local
DAILY news feed

www.newtonnews.co.uk

Tel: 07596 801534

Jack: 07949 195 184
Special offer: First 5 hours £90 - www.jacksdrivingschool.co.uk

or 07562 439455

Andrew’s Roofing

Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile
Repairs - Brickwork Repointed
Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling
Felting & Pointing - Guttering
Fibre glass flat roofing
With 20 Years Guarantee
Free Estimates

Tel: 01388 605489
07986 217936

Plumbing

BREWARD

01325 589224

roofing contractors

Serving the region since 1945
• New Roofs • Flat Roofs •
• High Performance Felt •
Tiling, Slating, Fibreglass Roofs
• Stone Slating • Leadwork •
• Repairs • Chimneys •
•Dry Verge Systems •
uPVC Guttering, Soffits & Facias
• Storm Damage • Velux •
Insurance Work Welcome
All Work Guaranteed
Time Served - Free Estimates
Finance Available

01388 661308 or 07967 018998

NC PLUMBING Services
All plumbing requirements undertaken
From a drip to a full bathroom refit
Complete bathroom specialist
Full tiling and wall cladding service
Full power flush service - No job too small
Central heating problems repaired

Neil 07882 233219 or 01325 589224
out of hours call out available

Aerial Installations

We now accept all major debit/credit cards
*GUARANTEED SAME DAY CALL OUT*

TV. AERIAL FITTERS

All aspects of aerial work undertaken
Quick service & fair prices
Call Richard Naylor 01325 307075
CCTV
15% OFF
with this
advert

•
•
•
•
•

Boilers Installed, repaired & serviced
Full heating systems
Bathroom refurbs
Wall and Floor Tiling
Showers • Electrics
548094

07701 359375
Time served tradesman
Over 40 years experience

W. HEATHCOTE
Plumbing
and Heating
Services

Joinery
Foster Joinery Services
All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

From inside the home: Doors, Hardwood and Laminate
Flooring, Skirting and Architrave, Staircases and
revamping what you already have, Loft entrances and
Loft Ladders.
To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.
Also Plastering Tiling and Bathroom fitting.
No job too small - Can supply all materials

Just ring 07748 967 374 for a FREE quote

C SMILLIE
• Joinery •
• Building •
• Decorating •
Established 1984
Apprenticeship Served

312024

after 6pm

For all your print
requirements

Newton
Press
300212

Boiler Installations
Boiler Servicing & Repairs
Call Out Service
Power Flushing
General Plumbing Work

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes Power Flushing
For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963
358338
waterways@talktalk.net

01325 307 052
07595 051 717
www.wheathcote.com

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs
Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing
Gas Fires
For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

Remember to tell the
advertiser you found
them in the Newton News

24 Hour Call-out
Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers
Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596
Mobile 07931 591381
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Gardening

Iron / Steel

LANDSCAPE & BLOCKPAVING
SPECIALISTS

WROUGHT IRON

Removals

Smiths
removals

Full House, Part Load
or Single Items.
Local and National
Storage Available.

01325 319842

07970 201841
or 07857 602267

GARY O’CONNOR
• Driveways • Patios • Paving
• Walling • Fencing • More

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE WITH VERY
COMPETITIVE RATES CALL GARY ON

01325 320 267
07866 561 340

VALLEY

High Quality Gates, Wall
Railings & Garden Fences

Free Estimates and Advice
Experienced Tradesmen
Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Contact Stephen on
07976 554046 anytime
E: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www. valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Man With Van
cheap removals also
household furniture
bought.
Tel 07860 560 295

Decorating

G. CROSSEN
PAINTER & DECORATOR

Your Move

Local Family Run Business
Est. 2005 - Fully Insured
Single Items from £15
3 Bed House from £99
Call Jor for a free quote

ASK Services

DJW

ELECTRICS
No Job Too Small

Installation Certificates
Fuse Board Upgrades
Rewires | Lighting
Extra Sockets
Fault Finding
Free Quotes
• EMERGENCY CALL OUTS •

Contact Dave on
Telephone:

01325 317535
07563 088 946

• Fuse Board Upgrades •
• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •
• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •
• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on

01325 313282
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)
Check out our website for monthly
deals: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

FOR ALL YOUR
PRINTING
REQUIREMENTS
Newton Press
Tel: 300212

Tel Paul on 01325 493003
Mobile: 07817 573 604 - Web: www.stainkleen.co.uk

GUTTER
CLEANING
Gutter and UPVC
Cleaning Service

No Ladders Required
Conservatory Cleaning
Also Gutters Renewed
and/or Repaired

304447 - 07340 606402

07519 376870

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm
Saturday: 8.30am - 12pm

Steve Hutchinson

GUTTER
CLEANING
SERVICE

01325 787 550 - LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE

07544 802052 or 01325 321113
www.awtreecare.co.uk

Painter and Decorator
Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.
Call today for a free estimate

01325 483 697
or 07745 037 754
C. A. Plasterers

Electrical

StainKleen

Professional Cleaning Services for Carpets, Upholstery, Rugs
and Leather Cleaning - Tiling and Grout Floor Cleaning
RAPID DRYING - FULLY INSURED

Time Served - C&G - Established 1998

Tel: 07535 362591

Man + Van, Removal,
Delivery and lots more.
Contact Paul
07399 628345

Home Services

Time Served Royal Horticultural Society Arborist
• Felling, Dismantling & Pruning • Hedge Cutting
• STUMP GRINDING AND REMOVAL
• Local Authority Approved Contractor
All Areas Covered - Free Quotations and Advice

Alexander Walker TechArborA., ND Arb., SOC Arb

Fully Insured - Professionally Trained - Aycliffe Based

Alpine Landscapes

Martin Shires

Patios, Driveways,
Fencing, Decking, Gravel,
Turfing, Walls. All work
guaranteed. 25 years
experience, est 15 years,
professional advice.
alpinelandscapes.co.uk
Alan on 07974 710351

Garden Landscaping
Services, Block Paving
Specialists. Fencing,
Decking, Patios, Walls,
Turfing, Hedges. Quality
guaranteed work.
Tel 01325 321891
or 07989 024 501

ROSEWOOD
TREE WORK

Pest Control

Felled, Pruned, Hedges
Cut, Fencing, Gravel.
All aspects of
groundwork considered.
20% off for OAPs.
Tel 01325 318679
or 07740 999075

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES
Phil Thompson

Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience
All aspects of horticultural
and tree work
Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking &
Turfing & Grasscutting

Tel: 01325 308432
Mobile: 07765 374 905

PROTECH

Direct Pest Control
Experts in industrial,
commercial & domestic
pest control. 18+ years
experience, fully insured,
free quotes.
Tel 01325 310520 or
07896 848856 (24 hours)

Pest Control

all plastering work,
artex skimmed,
small jobs, free estimates

Tel: 01388 721206

All aspects of interior
& exterior decorating,
including children’s
artwork. Over 25 years
experience. Member of
“Checked & Vetted”.
No job too small, free
estimates. During Covid
endemic I will be wearing
full PPE clothing.

Contact Colin on
07952 364426

Storage

“U” STORE

Aycliffe Business Park
Domestic and Industrial
storage. Open 6 days a
week. Large and small
containers from
£12 per week
INTERNAL STORAGE
AVAILABLE

317716, 07850 646355

CALL PESTGUARD TODAY
Newton Aycliffe Based
Fully Licensed & Insured
30+ years trading
throughout the North East

01325 301063
07790 732089
www.pestguard1.co.uk

Remember
to tell the
advertiser you
found them
in the
Newton News

• Carpet and
upholstery cleaning
• Leather cleaning
and repair
• Pressure washing
• Gutter clean & repair
• End of tenancy cleans
• Domestic and
Commercial cleaning
• Janitorial supplies
• Fully insured

07895 697 115
01325 494294

Gutters, Fascia and
Soffits cleaned.

Paul 07399 628345

‘Laundry Ladies’

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE REPAIRS
ALL MAKES OF WASHERS
TUMBLERS, MICROWAVES
DISHWASHERS
VACUUM CLEANERS
FRIDGE/FREEZERS
COOKERS
* Free Estimates
* No Call Out Charge
* Appliances Plumbed in

Telephone: 321756
DRAGON
DECORATORS

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES

PROPERTY REPAIRS
& MAINTENANCE
From Fencing & Decking to
Internal Refurbishments
All those small handyman
jobs also considered
Telephone 01325 318269
or visit our website:
www.esproperty-estate.co.uk

DO YOU NEED A
POP UP BANNER
TO PROMOTE
YOUR CLUB OR
ORGANISATION?
Prices from £60.00
Contact: Newton Press
01325 300212

Offering a wash,
dry and ironing
service (domestic
or commercial).
Free collection and
drop off included.
Tel 07928 768744 or

laundryladies16@gmail.com

‘Cleaning Angels’

For all your cleaning
needs. Commercial
cleaning available.
Domestic, end of tenancy,
holiday lets, builders
cabins, oven cleans,
office cleaning, window
cleaning (up to 8ft),
ironing service available.
Competitive rates.
Sanitising & Fogging
Find us on Facebook
Angela 07518 798 595

‘Bricklaying
Angels’

Newly qualified
bricklayer I am doing
brick BBQs, brick walls,
bird tables etc. Find us on
Facebook or Contact

Angela 07928 768744

Carpet Fitter
and vinyl flooring
specialist.
Contact Richard
on 07946 435 177

RE-UPHOLSTERY
Suites and Chairs
New Foams & Springs
Large Pattern Range
Free Estimates & Advice

TEL: 01740 655908
After hours 01325 313584

NEWAVE FURNITURE
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Tuition
NEWTON NEWS

ENJOY LEARNING
Guitar, Bass or
Drums at home.
Roger 01325 321444
Friendly, Experienced

Accommodation
39 St Barbara’s Walk

Personal

Large 3 bedroom, fully
furnished with new carpets
throughout, secure garden
front and rear with parking.
£525 per month. Please call
Neil 07770 965148

BVA Foundation
FREE
Confidential
Post Abortion
Counselling
available

Wanted

Telephone:
01642 616077

Household
Furniture Bought
Tel. 07860 560295

SAMARITANS

13 Woodland Road
Darlington.
We are here for you 24
hours a day.

Mobility Scooter

any condition
also any mobility aids
Tel 07401 133459

Freephone 116123

Opticians

Computers

Aycliffe
COMPUTERS

Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Computers Built to
your own Specification
PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades - Data Recovery
Windows 10 Installation
Broadband Installation
Networking - Anti Virus
Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

Tel: 316600
Hairdressing

No Call Out Charge Within
Newton News Circulation area

Julie’s Mobile
Hairdressing

Contact Rob
01325 310737
07841 867170

Cuts £10
Cut & Finish £20
Perms £40

aycliffecomputers@gmail.com

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER
BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

Julie 07801 192417
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New College Durham is hosting a Virtual
Recruitment Event to enlist lecturers,
curriculum support and administration staff to
its Supply Pool.
Those interested can log onto the college
website on Wednesday 2 December
2020 from 5pm to discover the range of
opportunities that are available. Visitors will
discover the benefits of joining the Supply
Pool and learn about the flexible nature of the
assignments on offer. There will be talks by
staff from different areas across the college.
Elaine Bonham, Director of HR at New
College Durham, said: “The Supply Pool
is perfect for people who are looking for
flexible work that can fit around their current
commitments or lifestyle. There are a range
of opportunities available with hours varying
from a few a week to full time working. Work
opportunities can span the full breadth of our
services, including administration, curriculum
support as well as teaching”.
Lauren Patton, who joined the supply pool
and is now undertaking a full-time Lecturing
role, said “The supply hours I have been
participating in since February 2019 have
supported me to gain experience in Early
Years lecturing alongside studying for
my PGCE. Both of which have been very
enjoyable. I have now managed to secure a

5

9

6

4
3

I took a couple of snaps, whilst out walking
my dog in the beautiful sunshine, before I
started work. With the world the way it is just
now, I think it’s so important to find time to
enjoy nature and fresh air to keep our spirits
up. Vikki Todd

6

Ltd.

Providing Safe and
Loving Day Care for your Dog

Tel: 01325 301177

Email: k9pursuitsltd@hotmail.co.uk

New Dog/Puppy Training Course starting soon
Reward based Training with Qualified Instructors

4

5
2

K9 PURSUITS
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9
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For Sale

Pets

1

4

Dear Sir,
I would like to thank the lady who helped me
at Argos recently, whilst I was trying to buy a
shopping trolley but was refused as I had not
pre-ordered the item.
There must be a lot of older people
especially, who could be caught out, when
the service Argos offer is for collection only.
If Argos has put some thought into their
service, I am sure they could have dealt with
my request better, instead of me having to
rely on a ‘stranger’ to order the item on their
phone and collect immediately.
I am calling you my Coronavirus angel . . .
as you wouldn’t accept any payment, I am
planning to give PCP the money.
A very appreciative person
Name and address supplied

It’s hard not to have a few grumbles,
During Covid-19 we’ve all had our mumbles!
Concentrate on the positives that we can still
enjoy,
And keep to Social Distancing,
Please don’t be coy.
Wear a mask in a public place,
And it’s not a rule to sit in front of a bookcase,
When you make a video call,
That really doesn’t matter at all!
But please keep in touch with friends who
are alone,
A few minutes chat on the telephone.
A couple of tins when you do your shop,
Then into the food bank’s trolley
You can them drop.
Just don’t go mad when this lockdown ends,
Or there’s a danger it will once more extend,
If we all try to help each other out,
We’ll soon thump this virus firmly on the snout!
MMK, Nov 2020

9
2

Thank You

READERS’ PHOTOGRAPHS

7

2

full-time permanent position as a lecturer and
I couldn’t be happier.”
To secure a place on the Supply Pool Virtual
Recruitment Event register today at www.
newcollegedurham.ac.uk

Covid Caution

9

2

7
4

2

Virtual Recruitment Event at
New College Durham

WE ALSO OFFER
Doggy Day Care - Dog Walking - Home Boarding - Canine Workshops
Free Puppy Sessions - Kennel Club Training Scheme
Dog Grooming - 1:1 Training Sessions

Why not call in to see us? - Check us out on Facebook

Brand New
double divan with
quilted Damask
mattress, £140.
Brand New
double headboard,
grey chenile, £40.
Immediate delivery.
Tel 07789 113343

HAVE YOU
GOT NEWS
FOR US?

We are always interested
in local news stories.
We like to feature good
news and interesting
items on achievements
& community service

Tel: Paul

01325 300212

or paul@newtonnews.co.uk
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Congratulations
Bailey Nigel Crossen
Benedict Carter Crossen

Paul Blades
27th November

Happy 18th Birthday
Hope you have the
best day ever. Lots of
love from Mam, Dad,
Jade, Grandad and all
the family xxx

Ada Lillian Ainsley-Weighell
84 Years Old
11th July 1936 - 15th November 2020

In Memoriam

It is with our deepest
sorrow that we inform
you of the death of our
beloved Wife, Mother,
Grandma and Great
Grandma Ada, who
died peacefully at home
after a long illness.
A life so beautifully
lived,
deserves
to
be
beautifully
remembered.
Loving Wife of Harry,
of 66 years, with 63
years married and
a Daughter Penny;
Grandsons
Daniel,
Jason and Samuel and 11 Great Grandchildren; her
family meant everything to her.
You will always be in our hearts.

Bobby Morrell

Doris Cassidy

26th November 2009
We are sad within our
memory, lonely are
our hearts today.
For the one we loved
so dearly, has forever
been called away.
We think of him in
silence, no eye may
see us weep, but
many silent tears are
shed, when others are
asleep.
Lots of love always,
your loving Wife
Agnes, Thomas &
Julie, Roberta &
Reggie, David &
Jenny, Stephen &
Shaun and all the
Grandkids and Great
Grandkids xxxx

19th October 1932 - 18th November 2020
Peacefully on 18th November, aged 88.

Happy 18th Birthday Brothers
Bailey and Benedict Crossen
Love from Luke, Rochelle, Cameron,
Lucy, Gerard, Hannah and Finlay

CALL YOUR
LOCAL
POLICE

101

IN AN EMERGENCY
ALWAYS CALL 999

101 is now the number to call when you want
to contact your local police - when it’s less
urgent than 999
WHEN SHOULD I CALL 101?
To report less urgent crime or disorder and for
general police enquiries, for example:
• if your car has been stolen;
• if your property has been damaged;
• when you suspect drug use or dealing;
• to report a minor traﬃc collision;
• to give information about crime in your area;
or
• if you would like to speak to your local police oﬃcer

Acknowledgement

Obituary

Beloved Wife of the
late John (Cass);
Sister of the late
Rita, Fred
and
Ann; much loved
Mother of Keith,
Julie, Fred, Maureen
& Debbie. Aunty,
Grandmother and
Great Grandmother.
To anyone wishing
to attend the funeral
of Doris Cassidy,
please be understanding that there is a limit of 30
people in the church, we have struggled to limit the
numbers and have not been able to have all of her
friends and family there and deeply hope no one
takes offence if they have not been contacted to
attend the church Service.
Anyone wishing to come along and pay their
respects, outside the church, are more than
welcome, the Service will take place on Thursday
3rd December at 1.15pm in St. Clare’s Church,
Newton Aycliffe, followed by Cremation at Wear
Valley Crematorium in Coundon at 2.30pm, and
again, anyone who has not been contacted are
welcome to come along and pay their respects
outside.
Family flowers only, by Mam’s request. If you
would like to make a donation, Doris’ chosen
charity is the Great North Air Ambulance and this
can be achieved by searching Dignity Funerals /
Doris Cassidy.

William Rowland
(Billy) 73 Years Old
Passed peacefully with his family by his side on
Thursday 19th November 2020.
A much loved Husband to the late Denise; a dearly
loved Dad to Tracey, Mark and Julie; a treasured
Grandad and Great Grandad. Also a dear Father-inLaw, Brother, Uncle and Friend.
Family and friends please meet at St. Clare’s
Church (restrictions may apply) at 12.45pm on
Thursday 10th December. Followed by burial at
West Cemetery, School Aycliffe.

Barbara Woolley

Aaron Cairns

Passed
away
at
Aycliffe Care Home
on Saturday 14th
November.
Beloved Wife of Ron
Woolley; Mother of
Debbie and Sheana;
Gran to Andrew,
Samantha and Asti;
Grandmother to Ivor,
Flyn and Milo; Step
Mam to Ian, David
and
Christopher;
Grandmother
to
Daniel,
Rebecca,
Harry, Jessica, Emily,
Ben, Bethany, Ross
and Jason and Great
Gran to Ellie-Sarah
Louise and Ivor.
Will be forever in our
hearts and will be
missed dearly xxx
Funeral
to
take
place at Wear Valley
Crematorium
on
Tuesday 1st December
at 10.30am.
Due to Covid-19
restrictions family and
some friends only.
No flowers please,
donations in lieu, if
desired to Alzheimers
Society
at
the
Crematorium.

Heartfelt thanks for
the loyal support from
his friends following
the death of Aaron
Cairns.
Gratitude to Dr Tin
and his team at
James Cook Hospital
for the incredible
treatment he received
which
significantly
lengthened his life
span. Also for the
wonderful after care
from Professor Fuat
and Carmel Surgery.
District and Macmillan
Nurses
for
their
dedicated
home
care enabling him to
remain at home.
To James and his
staff at Seaton Leng
for their care of Aaron
and
attention
to
detail for safe funeral
arrangements.

Mary Watson
Newton Aycliffe
Peacefully on 22nd
November. Mary aged
86 years.
Dearly loved Wife of
the late Eric; much
loved Mum to Jill and
Neil; dear Mother-inLaw to Darran and
beloved Grandma to
Jack.
Sadly missed by all
her family and friends.
Funeral Thursday 3rd
December. Due to
current circumstances
a small gathering
for the funeral for
family only will take
place at Wear Valley
Crematorium
at
3.30pm.
No flowers please.
Donations would be
much
appreciated
in aid of Macmillan
Cancer Support, 89
Albert Embankment,
London, SE1 7UQ

Funeral
Cards

NEWTON
PRESS
300212

George Potts
Alice, Graham and
Hilary would like to
thank family and
friends
for
their
support and messages
of condolence.
Thank you also to the
many neighbours of
Lyon Walk, who paid
their respects at the
roadside.
Many
thanks
to
Co-op
Funeralcare
and Reverend Jeff
Anderson
for
a
beautiful Service.
Finally, thank you to
all the doctors and
nurses on the Critical
Care Ward at Durham
University Hospital.
A donation has been
made to the hospital
in George’s memory.

Have You
Got News
For Us?
We are always
interested in local
news stories.
We like to feature
good news and
interesting items
on achievements
and community
service

Tel: Paul
01325 300212
or email:

paul@newtonnews.co.uk
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Dental Technician Takes on New Associate

THE WINDOW GUY
LOW PRICES ON NEW

• Doors • Windows • Conservatories •
• Porches • Guttering • Facias •
• Soffits • Brickwork • Door Canopies •

DOOR
SALE
NOW ON

We also complete all aspects of
repair work on: • Misted Units •
• Broken Locks • Leaks •

For a sensible, no obligation quotation

07816 675935 anytime or 304286 after 6pm

ELECTRICIAN

www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk
DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?
Fault Finding / Repairs
Extra Lights and Sockets
New Fuse Boards / Alarms
Rewires
Landlord Inspections

Qualiﬁed Electrician
Reliable Service
Tidy Work
Free Quote
Satisfaction Guaranteed

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

EST

1898

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk
hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

Park right outside our showroom
and shop at your leisure!

patient needing to visit a dentist.
It had always been Robert’s dream to be
able to work directly with patients. But it
was a while before the first UK training
course was set up, and by then he had
already reached retirement age. Despite
that, he was up for the challenge, and
he signed up for the very first English
course to train as a CDT.
Clearly, you can teach an old dog new
tricks, because Robert was the oldest
person to complete the three year
course and qualify. At 68 years old he
added the letters Dip CDT RCS (Eng)
after his name and registered with the
General Dental Council as a CDT. Robert
has since established a successful CDT
practice in Chilton. He sees patients
three days a week, and the rest of
the week is taken up with making the
dentures he is going to fit. But now he
has reached the grand old age of 76
he knows that he must slow down and
perhaps even think about retirement.
For some time, he looked for another
CDT to work in his practice and share
some of his workload. There are only
375 registered CDTs in the whole of the
UK, so it was never going to be easy to
find the right person.
Happily, André
Edmundson
expressed an
interest and he
and Robert soon
found that they had
a similar approach
to their profession.
André is now
working with Robert
as an associate at
the practice. André
is a fully qualified
CDT with over 30 years’ experience of
denture design.
But no sooner had André started seeing
patients, the latest Covid-19 lockdown
was announced. Because a lot of
denture wearers are in the older age
groups, the lockdown has made some of
them nervous about being fitted for new
dentures. Many people even believe,
wrongly, that during this lockdown the
practice is not seeing patients.
During the first lockdown, the practice
had to close. In part, this was because
there had not been time to put the
necessary precautions in place and
partly because the level of risk was not
well understood. Understanding of the
necessary risks and precautions has

improved and with suitable precautions
the practice is able to remain open.
The practice has invested in screens,
extra disinfection and protective
equipment, and staff training. New
social distancing measures are in place
and the practice has implemented the
precautions advised by the College of
General Dentistry and Faculty of General
Dental Practice (UK) 2020. The practice
is confident that every possible measure
to prevent the spread of the virus is in
place, not least because Robert himself,
at 76, is in one of the vulnerable groups
and needs to stay safe!
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FOLLOW US ON
SIMPLY SEARCH newton-news

Bengal..Lounge
Contemporary Indian Restaurant

Free Delivery on Orders £10+
10% Oﬀ Collections

TAKE AWAY

Robert Taylor,
now age 76, has
been a Dental
Technician for 60
years. After a local
apprenticeship, he
joined the Royal
Army Dental Corps
in the 1960s and
served in Germany,
Singapore and
Malaya. After
leaving the army he
set up in business,
and for several years had premises in
Newton Aycliffe. He moved the business
to Chilton 30 years ago.
For most of his career the law prevented
Dental Technicians from seeing
patients and fitting dentures on their
own account. Robert’s work had to be
prescribed and fitted by a dentist. In
2006 a change in British law created
a new class of dental professional. It
meant that a Dental Technician would
be able to take additional qualifications
to become a Clinical Dental Technician
(CDT for short). A CDT can make and fit
dentures to patients, often without the

BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £9.95
Available Thursday only

• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad
• Any Appetiser • Any Main Course • Any Rice or Nan
(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions apply

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk

6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

ELECTRIC and MANUAL
RECLINER SUITES
OVER 20 IN STOCK
FOR
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • 01388 772671 | 30-31 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7JJ • 01325 463303

Also
available in leather

