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George & Dragon
4 EAST GREEN, HEIGHINGTON
TELEPHONE: 01325 313152

OPENING TIMES
FOR TAKEAWAYS:

Friday to Saturday 4.00-8.00pm
Sunday 12noon-5.00pm

(Closed Monday to Thursday)

Please call 07368 324441
to place and pay for takeaway orders.

All menus can be viewed on our website
georgeanddragonheighingtonvillage.co.uk

and on our Facebook page

15 SIMPASTURE GATE
NEWTON AYCLIFFE DL5 5HH

Telephone: 01325 312050
Email: managerplayday@gmail.com

• Care for children aged 0-5 years
• Excellent outdoor play area

• CCTV throughout the building
• Exciting/creative activities

• Full or part time care
• Healthy eating home cooked food

• Fully qualified and vetted staff
• In partnership with parents

Playday 
Nursery

OFSTED Inspected - “Outstanding Provision”

OFSTED quote: “Playday Nursery offers an outstanding 
provision with high quality teaching provided by highly 
qualified staff.

(MIDDRIDGE ROAD, NEWTON AYCLIFFE)
(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2020

� e Council proposes to make an Order under the Road Tra�  c 
Regulation Act, 1984 as amended, Section 14 (1) and pursuant to 
arrangements made under Section 101 of the Local Government 
Act 1972 with Darlington Borough Council, to prohibit all vehicular 
tra�  c from proceeding on 715m of Middridge Rd between its 
junctions with Chestnut Way and the road leading to Middridge 
Farms, Newton Aycli� e to enable new roundabout resurfacing works 
to be undertaken. Alt route from the eastern side of the closure 
from Green� eld Way generally southwards and continuing south on 
Horndale Ave turning south west on School Aycli� e Ln then north 
westerly on A6072 through Redworth to Shildon and northwards 
on Spout Ln to Middridge Ln  to the western side of the closure and 
vice versa. A diversion route for vehicles over 7.5t will be signed from 
School Aycli� e Ln south via Preston Rd and continuing south on 
Spring Rd then westerly on B6444 Heighington Lane to A6072. � e 
maximum duration of the Order is 18 months. � e proposed works 
are to commence from 8am on 28/11/20 and are anticipated to be 
completed in 2 days. On occasions, alternative dates for closure may 
be necessary and these will be signed accordingly. 

Dated: 20th November 2020

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

     Telephone: 01325 789589
OPENING TIMES: 8.30am-5.30pm Monday-Friday

8.30am-1.00pm Saturday
SPECIALISTS IN NEW TYRES

Servicing, MoT’s, Exhausts, Batteries, Brakes, Clutches,
Suspensions, Welding, Timing Belts and Diagnostics

ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN
No Job Too Big or Small, Give our Friendly Team a Call

Unit E460F Woodham Road, Aycliff e Business Park
Newton Aycliff e, Co. Durham DL5 6HT

01325 789589  -  Email: ayc-auto@hotmail.com

Dear Sir,
Sugar Hill staff would like to take this 
opportunity to thank parents and carers for 
their amazing support throughout these 
unprecedented times. With 453 children on 
roll, aged 3-11, we have had to make many 
changes in school to ensure staff, children 
and families stay as safe as possible.
One of the biggest changes has been how 
the children arrive and leave school. Our 
staggered morning and afternoon timings 
have significantly reduced footfall at these 
very busy times in the school day. We have 
had lots of positive feedback from parents 
regarding the new systems we have in place, 
since school re-opened fully to all children in 
September. 
We know that many parents and carers were 
anxious when school doors re-opened for 
their children following such a long time at 
home. We also recognise how challenging 
home schooling was throughout this time 
and are so grateful for all the support with 
this.
We also want to say a huge thank you 
to parents and carers for following all 
government guidance and ensuring, as 
family units, they have kept children at 
home, if family members and close contacts 
have tested positive for Covid-19. Another 
huge thank you to all families that have 
been affected and acted in a way to keep 
everyone in our school community as safe 
as possible.   
It has been a year like no other for all staff 
working in school. In the mix of dealing with 
a worldwide pandemic, we were absolutely 
delighted when the workmen still arrived this 
term to improve our school environment with 
our state of the art windows! They too have 
followed all our safety guidance to keep 
everyone safe and deserve a huge thank 
you.
Although we cannot go ahead with parents 
and carers coming into school for Christmas 
events in December, rest assured Sugar Hill 
children will have an amazing ‘Countdown 
to Christmas’ in school from week beginning 
30th November.
Amazing ‘Newton News’ stories to follow - 
watch this space!

“Thank You!”
Ask any Councillor for the biggest 
complaints in their Ward and a pound 
to a penny speeding and parking will be 
high on their list. In my Heighington and 
Coniscliffe Ward, most of the roads are 
narrow with blind summits and lots of 
tight corners to negotiate, which should 
make drivers drive with due care, but from 
complaints received few do. Recently 
I received the following letter sent to 
me by pupils from Heighington Primary 
School prompted by their concerns about 
speeding vehicles:
NO NEED FOR SPEED! 
We are reporters at Heighington CE 
Primary School and, today, we are 
representing our whole school in asking 
for your help.
Recently we have noticed that some 
people are driving much too fast in 
Heighington, particularly coming into 
the village on Redworth Road. This is 
extremely concerning because we need 
to get in and out of school safely every 
day. We are very worried that somebody, 
including yourself, could be injured. Even 
our friendly pets and wildlife are at risk.
We know that nobody wants to cause an 
accident, so we are asking you to think 
about your speed and slow down whilst 
driving in our village and anywhere else.
Please remember to ‘Think, slow down 
and keep everyone safe!’ 
Many thanks from the Children of 
Heighington CE Primary School 
Reported by: 
Heidi, Tom, Jess and Oliver (Age 10).
MILLBANK BARRIERS
Because of Covid-19 social distancing 
restrictions, our school has introduced 
a ‘one way’ system for parents taking 
or picking their children up from school, 
whereby parents assemble at the 
main school gates and leave using 
the Redworth Road gate. Exiting onto 
Redworth Road leaves some parents 
and children having to walk down the 
topside of Millbank, which does not have 
a footpath, putting them in danger as 
they cannot see oncoming traffic round 
the blind corner. Having watched parents 
having to walk as close to the tall stone 
wall until they could see if the road was 
clear, I felt that something had to be done 
to ensure the parents and their children 
could walk down Millbank safely.
Having consulted with DBC Highways, the 
school, and more recently residents living 
in the Orchard, barriers are to be installed 
in the next week or two. The barriers will 
be 1500mm from the stone wall and will 
create a safe walkway for pedestrians 
using Millbank.
Traffic leaving Hopelands from the school 
junction will turn right down the hill and 
leave via Water Lane, South View or 
Walworth Road. Access from Redworth 
Road/Hall Lane junction into Millbank will 
be for The Orchard residents only and new 
road signage will be installed accordingly.
The introduction of the pedestrian barriers 
will cause some disruption in the village, 
so I ask for your acceptance that it is 
imperative that we keep our little ones safe 
and for your patience. The Barriers are 

HEIGHINGTON MATTERS
temporary and will be removed when the 
dangers from Coronavirus has gone.
SILENT SANTA APPEAL
Thanks to all who have contributed so far. 
The Appeal is still ongoing - so do try to 
help.
Councillor Gerald G. Lee
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Bedroom
Image

Sliding Wardrobes
Manufactured in our Newton Aycliffe Factory

www.bedrooomimage.co.uk
Visit our new studio at:

24 Cockerton Green, Darlington DL3 9EU

Telephone (01325) 464100
or

Middlesbrough and Washington
Telephone 0191 417 9174

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you through those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

Cobblers Hall Village Centre
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

Tel: (01325) 319519

•  UPVC Windows and Doors  •
•  Conservatories  •

•  Composite Doors  •
•  Bi-Folding Doors  •

Telephone 01325 468222
Email: info@bespoke-windows.co.uk

SPECIAL OFFER:
Five Windows

+ One Door
£2880 inc. VAT

SIESTA BLINDS
BLINDS DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY

View online: www.siestablinds.com
Visit our showroom:

Whinfield Drive, Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AU
Book an appointment: 01325 309003

OPEN:
Monday-Thursday 8.00am-5.00pm

Friday 8.00am-4.00pm, Saturday by appointment
elachi

indian restaurant

1 Upper Beveridge Walkway
Town Centre DL5 4EE
(next to StevenRussell)

Tel: 01325 316516

Open Every Day 5pm-10pm
Takeaway Collection Special
(During Lockdown - until 2nd December 2020)
Sunday to Th ursday 40% OFF

Delivery Available
Order on our website: www.elachirestaurant.co.uk
or call 01325 316516 or 317447

HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?
We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.

Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£49.00 inc VAT (per will) and Free Home Visit

During the day or evening
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE

PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

 Members of the Society of Will Writers
 F.Inst.PA (Qualifi ed Paralegal)

After months of planning and weeks of 
packing boxes all the incredible donations 
finally left Newton Aycliffe, Thursday 12th 
November, on the first leg of their journey 
to Romania. The doors closed on the truck 
and there really wasn’t much room to spare! 
As usual everyone has been so kind and 
generous and this year we have been blown 
away with the amount people have selflessly 
given, especially in these very trying times. 
Sarah-Jane Jackman, Paws2Rescue Design 
Manager and the North East co-ordinator, 
said, “we are amazed, but not entirely 
surprised, at the amount of donations we 
have received for this very worthwhile 
appeal. Box upon box of clothes, shoes, 
coats, toys, food, toiletries and shoeboxes, 
full of treats, have been generously given 
by so many people who have given up 
their time to try and make a child or family’s 
Christmas this year. 
The children in Romania and Moldova are 
in such desperate need, this year more than 
ever. Many without even a pair of shoes, and 
certainly no chance of a Christmas present 
without the kindness of everyone in the UK. 
Every single donation really will bring a smile 
to a child in such desperate need.
This is the 7th year of this appeal and year 

Paws2Rescue Romanian Shoebox Appeal
on year we are able to help more people 
who, without the help of charities like ours, 
wouldn’t have much of a Christmas. This 
year we really didn’t expect to be able to 
send as much, with COVID-19 meaning 
more people than ever have lost their jobs, 
but we’ve pulled it out of the bag.
I would like to say a huge thank you to 
Madison Jackman for her donations and use 
of her garage for storage, Kat Brock and 
friends for boxes full of pasta, chocolate and 
many other treats and necessities, Lesley 
Smith, Adam and Shelana Stott and Barbara 
Hodgson for bags full of clothes, shoes, 
toiletries and toys, Sheena Stephenson of 
Supporting Families for hundreds of pairs 
of shoes, Susan Trohear and her husband, 
who travelled all the way from Cumbria 
to drop off dozens of boxes & bags and 
Beverley Dowson, along with her friends 
Debbie, Sarah, Gail and Liz, who brought 
over 100 shoeboxes for the children. Without 
you all we wouldn’t have achieved any of 
this.”
Paws2Rescue are a registered charity, 
1156882, primarily rescuing and providing 
shelter for the stray dogs of Romania, 
providing education to the children and 
in communities plus neuter programmes 
for cats and dogs. Re-homing dogs from 
overseas and the UK. 
For more information on all the work we do, 
please contact us via Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, Paws2Rescue@outlook.com or 
Paws2Rescue.com
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£60.00 per bag
(large dumpy bag  -  Free delivery, 15 mile Darlington)

Mix of Assorted Hardwoods

Contact Wes 07970 186738

Seasoned
Hardwood
Logs For Sale

WALKERS
BUTCHERS and BAKERS
Simpasturegate • Newton Aycliffe • 312022

Aycliffe’s Longest Established Butcher & Baker

Fresh Turkeys (and Turkey Crowns)

Fresh Chickens

Goose/Duck (to order)

Local Beef, Pork & Lamb

All cut to your requirements

We are open until Christmas Eve
from 8.00am to 3.00pm

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
to all our Newton Aycliffe Residents

Dear Sir,
Having moved to Newton Aycliffe in 2008, 
I am regularly pleasantly surprised by the 
community spirit that this wonderful town 
has.
As recently as last week, one resident’s dog 
bolted, due to fireworks going off. Hearing 
about this on social media my wife and I 
went out for a walk in the area where the 
dog was last seen. On a very cold evening, 
whilst respecting the lockdown restrictions, 
what a pleasant surprise it was to see so 
many other people out for the same reason, 
shouting the dog’s name, I think this is just 
one example of the many reasons I consider 
myself an adopted Newtonian! It was 
pleasing to hear the dog was returned safely 
the following morning.
I think everyone will agree the town needs 
more investment in the town centre and 
more amenities, but there are many reasons 
to be positive, the revitalised Big Club, 
Moore Lane Sports Club (let’s hope we get 
back there soon), not forgetting the reliability 
of Tesco and Aldi through what has been a 
tough year for everyone.
But what price community spirit that Newton 
Aycliffe has? Priceless! Remembrance Day 
is always so well attended by all ages, it was 
a shame everyone couldn’t be there this 
year, but rest assured everyone will be back 
next year.
Well done to everyone for getting their 
Christmas trees and lights up, let’s all have 
a long, fantastic Christmas 2020. Reasons 
to be positive for 2021 - great resilience and 
community spirit.
Adopted Newtonian
Name and address supplied

Great Resilience & 
Community Spirit Dear Sir,

Covid-19 is a very real disease with very 
serious consequences, be they permanent 
mobility problems, vascular issues or death. 
The CDC, WHO and the British Medical 
Journal agree that Covid-19 exists and is a 
threat to a huge number of people. Every 
person who gets the disease can die from it, 
or from complications from the symptoms. And 
if they do survive, there have been numerous 
cases of people being paralyzed, losing sense 
and suffering permanent cardiovascular 
issues.
People like Councillor Hewitson - who claim 
they speak the truth when they are ignoring 
the evidence - who is using her position 
as a councillor to further her own reckless 
agenda, or a previous writer who claimed 

“We Have to Work as a Community”
zinc supplements could keep him healthy, are 
endangering every one of us. Only by taking 
the proper precautions and actually respecting 
the gravity of the situation where our current 
Government will not, can we overcome this 
disease. Wearing a mask when you go to 
the shops is crucial, because every person 
working at the shop does not have a say in 
whether they go to work or not - they are 
putting themselves at risk every day for people 
to then turn around and demonstrate that they 
don’t care about their safety or well-being.
On this point, I would ask that those 
concerned for their grandchildren or 
grandparents, think in these times of hardship 
how much worse it would be if in your “one 
little visit” you passed the disease to them or 
someone like them nearby who then died. It 
is easier to miss a family member when you 
know that you can see them again after all of 
this is over, trust me.
We have to work as a community, like the 
Britain of the 1940s. When we went into a 
blackout, you didn’t keep your curtains open 
because “you hadn’t seen any planes”, no, 
you closed your curtains and entered a shelter 
to protect yourself, your loved ones and those 
around you. And frankly, I would not want a 
Councillor who would knowingly endanger 
their neighbours just to have a look out the 
window.
A. Kenelm
Ed: The above letter covers a topical, current 
debate, and the Newton News has followed 
its long-established practice of allowing both 
sides to be heard and present their opinion.
Newton News feel this subject has now run 
its course and will no longer accept or publish 
letters on this subject.

Firstly can we thank all finders, Pat and Liam 
who found Casey, a very young female, 
who is now next to Cerys, maybe siblings, 
Sophie and Richie who picked up a very 
small baby hog off a main road in Hartlepool. 
It’s a miracle she is alive but this lovely 
couple, who are related to lovely Lorraine 
Elliott, brought her back here where she is 
thriving, thankfully, where she should be, 
and finally Brenda who has also saved a 
lovely hedgehog who was very poorly, she 
is recovering from an internal parasite called 
thorny headed worm and it’s as painful as it 
sounds. Not to mention a donation to help 
with over winter food and care because 
they are too small to release. Also thanks to 
Sonya and Jane for their support providing us 
with lovely kitten food, which is all very much 
appreciated.
Things should hopefully quieten down but 
if you see a hedgehog out during the day, 
whatever the size, please pick him or her up, 
they are nocturnal, we shouldn’t see them 
at all really, contact a vet, or rescue centre, 
Cleveland Hedgehog Preservation Society 
have their own website, we are currently 
working on our own Prickly Haven Hedgehog 
Hotel Facebook site too. 

Weekly tip: Ring British Hedgehog 
Preservation Society on 01584 890801 
or visit the people’s trust for Endangered 
Species if you see a hog in trouble, bring it 
indoors and keep safe, warm out of the way 
of predators please.

Dear Sir,
At our Rotary Zoom meeting on Tuesday 
evening, 17th November, we were delighted 
to welcome Jo Farrell, Chief Constable of 
Durham Constabulary. Our thanks must go 
to one of our members, Marjory Elliott, who 
issued the invitation, and we were honoured 
that Mrs. Farrell accepted.
Jo informed us that she has been in the Police 
service for 29 years, firstly in Cambridgeshire 
then Northumbria force and 4 years ago 
joined Durham as Deputy Chief and last 
year was selected as Chief Constable on the 
retirement of Mike Barton. The first woman 
to be appointed to the top job in the force’s 
history, she heads a staff of over 2000, 1300 
officers and 800 civilian staff and it is clear, as 
she talks, that she is completely engaged with 
all aspects of her work.
Jo explained, “Policing has changed 
immeasurably since I joined 29 years ago. Our 
primary concern is still to protect and serve 
the public, but the focus has shifted to such 
as cyber crime, safeguarding and organised 
crime which involves drug dealing on a 
massive scale”.
She mentioned that we may have heard the 
phrase ‘county lines’ which has been in the 
news recently. The drug dealers identify a 
young and vulnerable person and use them 
to deliver drugs into areas where they are 
not known. Jo went on to say, “We are much 
more accountable and subject to scrutiny, 
transparency and the Freedom of Information 
Act, and we are inspected regularly by 
HM Inspectorate. We aim to be inclusive 
and embrace diversity, and to this end our 
leadership is based on values, positivity, well-
being and support for our officers, particularly 
psychological support, where there may be 
concerns with PTSD, and, of course, the 
pandemic has, and continues to be, a huge 
challenge as we make every effort to keep our 
officers and the public safe”.
The Chief Constable made special mention of 
the neighbourhood policing teams including 
the PCSOs and how proud she is of the 
work they do in striving to keep communities 
together and forming partnerships with 
organisations such as Rotary, schools and 
charities. Jo talked for over half an hour and it 
flew by. It was then followed by a short Q & A 
session.
Thank you, Chief Constable, for giving up your 
valuable time and agreeing to be our speaker.
We are in safe hands.

Chief Constable at 
Rotary Meeting  



Craft gin, born in Aycliffe.

For the festive season we developed a few new flavours, 
driven by feedback from our loyal customers. 

We created spiced Gingerbread using our Oriental Spiced 
London Dry gin as a base, perfect for sipping on a winter 
evening. Lemon Drizzle Cake is a completely new flavour, 
with a suprising sweetness followed by a smooth back-
ground of vanilla, much like the classic dessert it takes its 
name from. Forest fruits is a tasty and fruity distilled gin, 
sweet like our award-winning Raspberry & Vanilla 
expression, and perfect for making an easy-going and 
devilishly drinkable G&T. Finally our new Passionfruit 
flavour is the most subtle of the bunch, but with a distinct 
sharp fruitiness, ideal in cocktails or with lemonade.

Founded in March 2020 by old friends Colin and Wayne, The Herbal Gin Company is Aycliffe’s very own gin 
distillery. Creating a broad range of quality craft gins using only the finest botanicals, our products have seen 
great popularity in the local area and around the UK.

We have also launched our new range of festive gifts, 
including gift packs filled with gin-themed Christmas crack-
ers! The crackers are an exciting new development for us, 
as we can now also offer 5cl miniature bottles of our entire 
range, allowing customers to sample every flavour and find 
their favourite without breaking the bank.

Buy a 6-pack of 5cl crackers for only £20, an 8-pack for £25, 
or a 10-pack for £30. We are also offering giant novelty 
crackers, each containing one of our classic 20cl bottles - a 
fantastic stocking filler. Our full range can be sampled in our 
new miniature collections, with 12 5cl bottles of gin, ideal for 
those who can’t quite decide on their favourite.

Call 01325 589066 to order over the phone.Visit www.theherbalgin.com to order online.
Free delivery to all DL5 postcodes, with free national delivery on orders over £60.
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Dear Sir,
Archive 
collections, 
with the correct 
engagement, as 
well as simply 
providing an 
historical record, 
have a living 
value proven to 
create a sense 
of place and 
promote the health 
and wellbeing 
of residents. 
The Association 
of New Towns 
Archives and 
Museums 
(ANTAM) network 
has been set up to 
share knowledge 
between members 
about activities 
relating to new 
town archives. 
Durham County 
Council Archives 
is involved and 
it was my great honour to be asked to be on the Steering Group, 
which had its first meeting this week.
The project facilitator is a built environment and climate change 
academic. One of the four members is a Sector Development 
Manager for the National Archives; another a university researcher 
in Human Geography; and the third - formerly an Open University 
Regional Director - is Cabinet Member for Economy, Culture and 
Regeneration on Milton Keynes Council.     
An awesome group of people indeed - but only I come from the town 
that was Beveridge’s flagship and once labelled ‘Perfecto’!  
SETTING THE PROJECT PARAMETERS
The steering group’s task, in this first meeting, was to suggest the 
project’s four topics for research:
• ‘Health and Wellbeing’ came top of our list; Newton Aycliffe, 
for example, was built to provide a better place to live than the 
depressed pit villages of the area, and this topic fits perfectly with 
the preoccupations of our present times.
• Close on its heels came: ‘Environment and Sustainable Living’ - 
Newton Aycliffe was built around its ‘greens’ and designed to bring 
the countryside right into the town. We commented how poor are the 
health outcomes in many new towns, and how the open spaces that 
were hoped to engender a healthier lifestyle seem not to have done 
so - it is going to be a fascinating piece of research to understand 
why.
• We considered ‘Diversity’ a strong change-through-time topic - 
trying to observe how the original rootless ‘pioneer’ migrants have 
morphed into established multi-generational families, and what effect 
that has had upon the communities, their culture and their attitudes.
• A fourth key area seemed to be: ‘Heritage to shape the future’ 
(including collecting oral histories) … but strong arguments were 
advanced for the ‘Role of Women in shaping new towns’ (cf Miss 
Hamilton!!) and ‘Young People & Families’ (another change-through 
time topic; Newton Aycliffe has changed from a town “awash with 
children” to a town desperately trying to build more bungalows for its 
ageing population).  
OUTCOMES
The project facilitator will now construct four topics-for-investigation 
out of our discussions.  These will then be shaped into project 
proposals by working groups of experts, funding will be sought, and 
the research will be undertaken. I promised the Steering Group that 
Newtonians are proud of their past, with strong history and historic 
photograph groups … so you may well shortly find yourself being 
asked for your memories.
I will keep you in touch with progress.
Cllr. John D. Clare
(Cabinet Support, Economy & Regeneration)

Our Archived New Towns!

Students from Greenfield Community College are working alongside 
staff to show support to each other and promote kindness. Students 
are always keen to support initiatives that help others and are 
enthusiastic fundraisers, recently taking part in activities to support 
Children in Need and Hello Yellow, raising money and awareness 
for Young Minds. 
Currently, as part of National anti-bullying week, they are also 
raising awareness about being kind at school, highlighting the ways 
to prevent bullying and responding to it in an effective way. Staff 
have been provided with resources to help students recognise and 
be part of the solution if they become aware of any issues.
Young people across the nation will be taking part in activities such 
as ‘odd sock day’ a simple way to celebrate difference and show 
solidarity for the national campaign, the antibullying alliance state, 
“It’s an opportunity to encourage people to express themselves and 
celebrate their individuality and what makes us all unique!”  
Greenfield Community College are proud of the response by their 
students and are committed to supporting students to reach their full 
potential. The school promotes an inclusive curriculum encouraging 
students to work together to realise an outstanding learning 
experience.
If you would like to find out more visit www.greenfieldschool.net or 
contact the school by emailing contact@greenfieldschool.net or by 
calling 01325 300378.

Greenfield Students 
Show Kindness

I write from UTC South Durham, a STEM-based school in the North 
East, in response to Ofqual’s recent announcement on assessment 
requirements. We have been told that students are expected to 
complete all units as in a normal year.
I spoke to a Year 11 student about this yesterday. Here are his 
thoughts:
Generation on mute 
Two hundred and thirty-one days we have had reducing hope and 
no voice. Our generation is on mute.  Nothing is dearer to us than 
our future; a future that is now unstable.  We have been given 
something of a life-line – a three-week delay to exams.  But does 
anyone really think that’s enough to steady our course? 
Who is the head that decides our fate, my fate and the fate of many 
others?  As far as I know, they are not just about to take the exams 
that are set to determine their future. 
Who is the head that will listen to a generation who are drowning in 
anxiety?  As far as I know, they have not felt the confusion and fear 
of missing six months of work only to be told you will sit in front of 
invigilators and take the exams with no regard to the trauma of this 
pandemic. 
So please hear US, the generation who feel forgotten, our mouths 
taped shut as our future slips through our fingers. Please listen, 
because we are the future of this country, please listen because we 
are truly dealing with the toxic fallout of the choices of our education 
system. 
You know me as Arron, but I am confident these are the words of an 
entire generation. 
So, please do not tell me that a three-week delay is enough. 
Students are working hard, but, they have already lost so much 
education.
Please do not tell me that education continues just as well remotely. 
Students lack the opportunity to learn from their peers. My staff are 
brilliant, but they are stretched and exhausted.  
Please do not tell me that it is affordable. I have a choice between 
breaking our budget on supply staff and imposing more remote 
education.
Please work with us to create a plan which will meet the needs of 
our young people, as they work through this extraordinary time in 
their lives.
Yours sincerely
Tom Dower
Principal, UTC South Durham

Open Letter to the 
Department for Education
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CHRISTMAS CARD 
COMPETITION

Under 16, why not design a Christmas card?
Two winners will be awarded Lego and your design 
reproduced into Christmas cards for your use.

Two age categories:
•  Up to 8 years old; •  Between 9-16 years old.
One design will be picked from each age group as winner.
1. Design an amazing card, anyway you like (draw, colour, 
paint, collage, sketch), making it as colourful and as unique 
as you can.
2. Be original - don’t copy it from another design, please do 
not use an image downloaded from the internet or photos.
3. The design should fit onto an A4 sheet (210 x 297mm).
4. Make sure you have parental consent to enter.
5. Hand your design to us before the closing date, Friday 4th 
December.

How to send:
Entries can be submitted via email to:
paul@newtonnews.co.uk
or post to: Christmas Card Competition, Newton News, Blue 
Bridge Centre, St. Cuthberts Way, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6DS
(can also be handed in at our reception, same address).

Please ensure you enclose your name, address, age and 
contact details (email and phone). The closing date for all 
entries is Friday 4th December 2020 at midnight.
Good luck

Dear Sir,
This above photograph shows rubbish that has been dumped behind 
the Fish Shop in Simpasturegate.
This has been reported to Durham County Council twice, with no 
response from the authorities. I am also aware of other shop owners 
who have unsuccessfully tried to find the culprits, to no avail. I fear 
we will eventually get an infestation of vermin if it is not removed.
Bob Forrest, Simpasture Fisheries.

Fly Tipping Will Attract 
Vermin Around Shops

Yorkshire based racing driver Max Coates was back in action 
at Brands Hatch in Kent for the final rounds of the 2020 MINI 
CHALLENGE UK, taking a maiden pole position amongst strong top 
five race results.
The drivers were met with mixed conditions in Friday testing with 
Coates in the top 6 in both practice sessions. The rain came for 
Qualifying and Max, in his Primex Plastics sponsored car, put in 
the fastest lap of the session with five minutes remaining to take 
his maiden pole position in the series. With teammate Max Bird in 
second, and also pole positions in the Ginetta Junior and Supercup 
series for the Elite Motorsport team, the atmosphere was very 
positive heading into the weekends first set of races.
Surprisingly it was to be the first wet race of the season, the JiC 
Transport sponsored car didn’t make the best start. Coates dropped 
behind his teammate into turn one and then had a huge slide 
which nearly put him into the gravel. He fell back to 6th place on 
the opening lap but battled back through to 4th after a third tour of 
the Brands Hatch Indy circuit. He then began to apply pressure on 
the podium positions but couldn’t find a way through. His pace fell 
as the race progressed and he came under pressure from behind, 
eventually losing a position back to 5th where he remained to the 
chequered flag.
Race two was shown live on ITV4 as part of the BTCC programme 
and its title showdown. Coates started 6th in his NGK Spark Plugs 
and 1BR sponsored car immediately set about gaining positions 
from the start. Over the first two laps he battled with other drivers 
and sat in 5th place as the race entered a lengthy safety car period.  
With just a lap to go after the safety car, Max battled for the final 
podium spot but came out in 4th position.
After, he commented, “It was great to take our first pole position of 
the season at Brands Hatch and it felt like we were going to end 
on a real high. Unfortunately, it didn’t go that way in race one and 
that was all my own doing. I’m pleased with our solid results this 
weekend and we round out the championship 6th overall. It’s been a 
pleasure to be part of the Elite Motorsport team this year and I look 
forward to developing my relationship with them.”
“This season has been an odd one, the events have lacked the 
atmosphere I am familiar with at the BTCC and I am hopeful that we 
can welcome my partners and the fans of the sport back trackside in 
2021. I’m hugely grateful to Primex Plastics Ltd, JiC Transport, NGK 
Spark Plugs, Cirrus Research, CTL Dental, Jackson and Graham 
Accountants, Teesside Karting and all my sponsors who allow me to 
continue to pursue my racing career. I’ll take some time to consider 
some options for 2021 and make a decision on what racing we plan 
to do next year alongside my partners.”

Max Takes Maiden Mini 
Challenge Pole Position



Page 8                                                                                                                                                                          Newton News

OOS Busin Cards back:Layout 1 24/10/08 17:15 Page 1

Cockerton House   JE9 3LD notgnilraD ,daoR dnalkcuA tseW 11 ,
T 01325 482999   F 01325 482989

Surtees House
T 01325 318600

W    ku.oc.ecivreslarenufesuohetihw.www 
E enquiries@whitehousefuneralservice.co.uk

Whitehouse Funeral Service Ltd   Reg No.  6984838

T 01325 482999    F     989284 52310 
W   ku.oc.ecivreslarenufesuohetihw.www 

E enquiries@whitehousefuneralservice.co.uk

Cockerton House, 11 West Auckland Road, Darlington DL3 9EJ 

John Whitehouse
Dip. F.D. L.M.B.I.F.D.

wh i tehouse
f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e

Whitehouse Funeral Service Ltd  Registration Number:  6984838 

Julie Whitehouse
Cockerton House, 11 West Auckland Road, Darlington DL3 9EJ

T 01325 482999   F 01325 482989
Surtees House, Hilton Road, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6EN

T 01325 318600
W www.whitehousefuneralservice.co.uk

E enquiries@whitehousefuneralservice.co.uk
Whitehouse Funeral Service Ltd  Reg No. 6984838

Cockerton House   JE9 3LD notgnilraD ,daoR dnalkcuA tseW 11 ,
T 01325 482999   F 01325 482989

Surtees House
T 01325 318600

W    ku.oc.ecivreslarenufesuohetihw.www 
E enquiries@whitehousefuneralservice.co.uk

Whitehouse Funeral Service Ltd   Reg No.  6984838

T 01325 482999    F     989284 52310 
W   ku.oc.ecivreslarenufesuohetihw.www 

E enquiries@whitehousefuneralservice.co.uk

Cockerton House, 11 West Auckland Road, Darlington DL3 9EJ 

John Whitehouse
Dip. F.D. L.M.B.I.F.D.

wh i tehouse
f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e

Whitehouse Funeral Service Ltd  Registration Number:  6984838 

Julie Whitehouse
Cockerton House, 11 West Auckland Road, Darlington DL3 9EJ

T 01325 482999   F 01325 482989
Surtees House, Hilton Road, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6EN

T 01325 318600
W www.whitehousefuneralservice.co.uk

E enquiries@whitehousefuneralservice.co.uk
Whitehouse Funeral Service Ltd  Reg No. 6984838

Private Chapels of Rest
and Funeral Plans

Surtees House
Hilton Road
Newton Aycli� e DL5 6EN

� e truly independent family
company caring for your needs

T: 01325 318600
(24 hour)

PAGE
SPONSOR

FOLLOW US ON
SIMPLY SEARCH newton-news

Newton News

Order and pay online at: www.aycliffetyres.co.uk

FULL ALLOY WHEEL REFURBISHMENTS AND POWDER COATING SPECIALISTS

We have restrictions in place for social distancing…. or if you prefer you can order and 
pay online and stay in your vehicle while tyres are fitted for a total non contact experience!

Huge Range of New and Part Worn Tyres In Stock 
WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON PRICE

Call us: 01325 316826 
or email: aycliffetyres@live.co.uk

SEARCH AYCLIFFE TYRES

New tyre prices from..

175/65/14 - £36.30

195/65/15 - £42.60

205/55/16 - £41.70

225/45/17 - £47.52

225/40/18 - £47.52

Our main priority is 
keeping you safe on the 
road! Let the Nexen 
Nblue 4Season tyres 
handle all the weather 
road conditions from dry 
to wet and even snow!

Are your tyres winter ready? Call in for a  
**FREE TYRE CHECK**

 Aycliffe Tyres 
Unit 2, Brighouse Court, Burtree Road, Aycliffe Industrial Estate, DL5 6HZ

 and Exhaust Centre

al l  leading brands suppl ied and f i t ted

Why Shop Local?
Remember the small shop trader who 
supported the foodbank with stock; 
Or the small business owner who 
sponsored a youth football team with 
a new strip; The local bus company 
who sponsored free furniture for needy 
families; The hairdressing salon that 
sponsored a youth football team; 
The retail company who supported 
the Great Aycliffe Cancer Support 
Group; The restaurant who sponsored 
a sports kit; A racing driver who was 
supported by a local business owner; 
A local funeral director who sponsored the town bowls club; And not 
forgetting the great work completed by Honest John, raising over 
£250,000 in 20 years for local good causes and organisations.
Local businesses willingly put their hands in their pockets to show 
support for town organisations in need. Now, imagine that all of the 
above companies no longer existed, where would the funding for 
any of the above, and many others, come from?
We need to make an effort to help our local businesses and 
retailers, so in turn they can help others in our community. Newton 
News would like to encourage residents to SHOP LOCAL and 
support our shopkeepers and retail outlets.
The knock on effect of this is, that supporting the town’s businesses 
and retailers you are also keeping local residents in employment as 
well as supporting the local economy. Please make the effort, SHOP 
LOCAL, help employment and our community.

Mr Steve White
Acting Police, Crime and Victims’ Commissioner

Dear Steve,
RE: Durham & Darlington Constabulary – The Police Estate and 
Custody Suites
I am writing to you on behalf of the MPs for Bishop Auckland, 
Darlington, North West Durham, and Sedgefield, as well as myself 
in my capacity as a candidate for the elections initially scheduled for 
May 2020, but due to the global Coronavirus pandemic have been 
delayed until at least May 2021.
We are all deeply concerned about the proposal to close the custody 
suites at: Bishop Auckland, Durham City, Peterlee, and Darlington 
police stations and to move this to a new central £21,000,000 facility 
in Spennymoor. 
We have several major issues of concern:
1.) This proposal is taking place separately from the broader review 
of police stations across Co. Durham and Darlington. It is deeply 
concerning that custody is being treated separately when custody is 
an integral part of the broader police estate.
2.) This plan for a new central custody facility is taking place without 
public consultation. 
3.) There is a significant democratic deficit in the decision-making 
process. As Labour’s Acting PCVC you replaced Ron Hogg, who 
had been elected as Labour’s candidate for PCVC in 2016. His 
sad death meant that you took over from your previously appointed 
role as Chief Exec to the Labour PCVC for what was meant to be 6 
months but will now be 18 months without any democratic mandate 
for decisions of this scale.
As such, we have two clear requests. Firstly, that any formal 
decision or approval on the way forward regarding the custody 
facility proposal is delayed until after the PCVC elections. Secondly, 
that no decision is taken until a review of the whole police estate has 
been undertaken, in the interests of local policing, this should start 
now.
Finally, it appears that the monies for this proposed £21,000,000 
spend have come from savings in not spending money on front line 
community policing and have been squirrelled away over several 
years. As Labour’s Acting PCVC and as the appointed Chief 
Executive to the late Labour PCVC, what has the justification been 
for withholding this money from the front line in our communities for 
years to build up this funding pot for Labour’s proposal? This just 
looks like another Labour vanity project not fully thought through, 
a bit like the new £50,000,000 County Hall spend by the Labour 
administration of Durham County Council.
Your sincerely,
George Jabbour, Conservative Party Candidate for Durham & 
Darlington PCVC
Dehenna Davison MP, Bishop Auckland
Peter Gibson MP, Darlington
Richard Holden MP, North West Durham
Paul Howell MP, Sedgefield

Open Letter to Acting 
Police, Crime and 
Victims Commissioner
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AYCLIFFE RADIO
LOCAL RADIO brought to you by LOCAL PEOPLE

Weekly Programme Schedule
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NEWTON AYCLIFFE
TOWN CENTRE MANAGEMENT
“Aycliffe Town Centre . . . Shopping for You”

Classic “Love Songs” Sun-Thurs 12 to 3am, Fri & Sat 2-4am

Updates from MP Paul Howell at 12noon daily
SATURDAY
9-10am Eurovision Show Simon Harding
10-12am Moderation Jack & Garvey
12-2pm Kitchen Floorfi llers Caz BoJangles
2-4pm Weekly Edition Paul Baker
4-6pm Northern & Classic Soul (R) Kevin Sowerby
“The Saturday Night Experience” Sponsored by
Bengal Lounge Indian Restaurant & Takeaway
6-8pm Evening Session JimJams
8-9pm Rock the House Carl Booth
9-10pm Retro Trance Mix OZ-DJ
10-12am Street ‘n’ Drum ‘n’ Bass MC Supa
12-2am Night Club Session A DJ
SUNDAY
9-10am Church Service Xcel Centre
10-11am Yesterdays Music Today Alan Brown
11-12pm Random Reiki Master Phil Hawkins
12-2pm Country & Americana Show David Ringer
Blues Show Sponsored by Whitehouse Funeral Service
2-4pm Bear Blues Show Colin & Monica
4-6pm Folk/Celtic/Rock Show Steve & Col
6-7.30pm Jazz Time Mike Dixon
8-10pm Paul’s Down Time Paul Kjenstad
10-12am Sean’s Sunday Set List Sean Lawless
MONDAY to FRIDAY DAILY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop (Mon, Tues & Wed) Richard Smith
12-1pm Call Me No 1 (Tues & Thurs) Richard Smith
1-2pm Memory Lane Gary Avery
2-4pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
MONDAY
6-7pm 60s Show Karl Simons
7-8pm 70s Show Peter Rush
8-9pm 80s Show Gary Avery
9-10pm 90s Show Paul Baker
10-11pm 00s Show Producer Dan
11-12am Teens Show Andy Fittes
TUESDAY
6-7pm Mystery Year Paul Baker
7.30-9.30pm Northern & Classic Soul Kevin Sowerby
WEDNESDAY
6-7.30pm Joey’s Jukebox Joey Collins
8-10pm Alternative Aycliffe Gaz n Alby
THURSDAY
6-8pm The List Colin McNeillie
8-10pm BeatRoote Graeme Roote
FRIDAY
6-8pm Techno Trance Mix PVR Studios
8-10pm 27th Nov. - Pauly Mac (Australia) Rare Vinyl Mix
10-12am Alternative Aycliffe (R) Gaz n Alby

Check our website for full schedule
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk

Newton Broadcasting Limited (t/a Aycliffe Radio) is a Private Company Limited by Guarantee, registered on 19th February 
2018 in England and Wales. Registration number 11211835. Registered offi ce: Aycliffe Radio, c/o Blue Bridge Centre,

St. Cuthbert’s Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 6DS. Aycliffe Radio is CIC Registered (No. 11455404)
Scheduled shows can be changed/cancelled at any time.

LISTENING OPTIONS:
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk   -   Free App (all formats)
TuneIn   -   Radios Online   -   Internet Radio  -  Alexa
UK Online Radio   -   Radio Garden   -   Online Radio Box
Streema   -   StreamFinder   -   Deezer
Radio Shaker   -   www.radio.net
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As the national lockdown has 
been imposed on the UK and 
my beloved gym has closed I 
thought this a great opportunity 
to keep myself active and raise 
some money for two great 
causes. I plan to run 100K 
over the period of lockdown 
and hope you good people 
will sponsor me to do so! 
The funds raised will be split 
equally between The Royal 
British Legion and Newton 
Aycliffe FC Junior Section.
The funds that I will donate to 
the Royal British Legion will 
be to help support veterans, 
Forces personnel and their 
families who have served 
and sacrificed throughout the 
generations. The Royal British 
Legion provides aid in many 
forms, from bereavement support to homelessness and everything 
in between. I am sure you will agree, a very worthwhile cause.
Any funds I donate to NAFC Junior Section will be used to help our 
local grassroots junior football club, a non-profit charter standard 
club, who provide the opportunity for children aged from 4 to 18 
years to have fun, develop their skills and play football in a safe and 
friendly environment.
Sponsorship of any amount would be gratefully received! I’ll keep 
you all updated on my 100k progress throughout the month.
Online link for donations: https://www.gofundme.com/f/slatch039s-
100k-challenge
Thank you.
Nige Slatcher

100k Charity Run

Dear Sir,
With reference to last weeks headline ‘Damaged Sign Ignored’, 
we would like to reassure your correspondent and residents that 
Councillors, Police and Livin did not ignore this issue and do care 
and are bothered about the whole town. There is an enormous 
amount of work that goes on behind the scenes as well as the 
general efforts to keep Newton Aycliffe safe, clean and running 
smoothly.
In direct response to the cycle path sign, we would like to thank your 
correspondent for highlighting the vandalised sign, which had been 
damaged by a vehicle in early August, not as stated, twelve months 
previous. Also, your correspondent must have passed this damaged 
sign on numerous occasions, but we do not have a record of them 
reporting it!
However, I can confirm that Cllr. Kate Hopper and myself identified 
the damage on 25th August, DCC responded on 1st September 
and an order was placed for a replacement, we chased it up on 8th 
October and again last week. The highways service confirmed the 
order had been delayed, partly due to Covid-19, and that it was 
not seen as a priority at this time, which is very frustrating for all 
concerned.
Finally, our West Division residents can contact Cllr. Hopper and 
myself by using the contact details below, by text or Facebook and 
Messenger - other Aycliffe Councillors details can be found on 
Durham County Council and Great Aycliffe Town Council websites.
Also, if residents want something fixing they can use Durham 
County Council online at https://doitonline.durham.gov.uk and get an 
immediate response.
Cllr. Eddy Adam and Cllr. Kate Hopper
Tel: 07900 701966, Email: eddy.adam@durham.gov.uk
Tel: 07900 702365, Email: kate.hopper@durham.gov.uk
Representing DCC West Division

Covid-19 Delays Damaged 
Sign Replacement
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Paul Howell
Member of Parliament
for Sedgefi eld

paul.howell.mp@parliament.uk
Telephone: 020 7219 6385

Mobile: 07464 898442
Aycliffe Offi ce: 01325 790580
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A North East council is reminding its residents to be watchful for 
scams and fraud designed to target people during the coronavirus 
pandemic. 
As part of International Fraud Awareness Week, 15 November to 21 
November 2020, Durham County Council is highlighting the dangers 
of people taking advantage of the second national lockdown to 
indulge in fraudulent activity.
From sending fake government emails, designed to look like an 
offer of a support grant, council tax reduction, or Universal Credit; 
to imitating NHS Track and Trace or TV Licensing and subscription 
services, scammers have been using the uncertainty of the pandemic 
to acquire personal details. 
With the urgency to support people and the billions of pounds being 
spent from government, fraudsters are also taking advantage of this 
uncertain time for financial gain.
The council’s corporate fraud team has been verifying that money 
is being paid out to genuine people and businesses which need 
financial support during the pandemic. 
For example, a large-scale organised fraud on the covid business 
grants was uncovered which had been targeted at multiple local 
authorities nationally, including Durham County Council. 
The corporate fraud team assisted the business rates team in 
identifying that the council had been affected and worked quickly on 
a national alert to prevent payments of £695,000 following fraudulent 
applications by the same organised criminals.  
The team has also prevented 58 attempted frauds, with a value 
of circa £785,000, and is pursuing 17 known fraudulent grants in 
partnership with Durham Constabulary and the National Investigation 
Service (NATIS).
Fraud and corruption have been also added to the council’s Covid-19 
Risks list, and these are monitored with other frauds that the council’s 
corporate fraud team investigate, including adult social care, blue 
badge, business rates, council tax, insurance, procurement, schools 
and tenancy frauds.
Since the corporate fraud team was set up in June 2015 it has 
recovered or intercepted over £9.5million.
Other scams residents are being warned to look out for include 
fraudulent messages alleging to be from NHS Track and Trace in 
which alerts are being sent to members of the public claiming that 
the recipient has been in contact with someone diagnosed with 
coronavirus.
These messages will include links to fake websites that are used 
to steal personal and financial information or infect devices with 
malware.
In order to spot a scam, particularly when related to coronavirus, 
people should be on high alert if:
• The website address is inconsistent with that of the legitimate 
organisation
• The phone call, text or emails asks for financial information such 
as PINs or passwords
• A call or email appears out of the blue with an urgent request for 
personal or financial information, or to make an immediate payment
• An offer of a heavily discounted or considerably cheaper product 
compared to the original price
• There are spelling and grammar mistakes or inconsistencies in 
the story given
Cllr Andrea Patterson, Durham County Council’s Cabinet member for 
corporate services and rural issues, said: “As we are currently in a 
second national lockdown and grants have been extended, there are 
scammers who have been using public anxiety as an opportunity to 
take advantage and commit fraudulent crimes. 
“While there is a great deal of uncertainty at the moment, it is 
important that we all remain vigilant and make ourselves aware of 
potential scams we could be targeted with and the signs to look out 
for. Our corporate fraud team is working tirelessly to identify and 
prevent attempted frauds.”
For more information or to report a case of fraud, visit www.durham.
gov.uk/fraud - To find out more on ways to spot a scam, visit www.
friendsagainstscams.org.uk

Be Watchful of Scams and 
Fraud During Lockdown

Dear Sir,
Many thanks to all the people who signed the petition for more 
action regarding anti social behaviour in the Western Area. This 
received many signatures, which I will present to the Police 
Commissioner at Durham next week.
I may be told to wait until after the lockdown ends, but another 
fortnight will not be much to wait, considering we have been waiting 
at least five years for action to be taken.
Once again, thank you to all the people who signed and I can assure 
you all this anti social behaviour will be sorted.
Dorothy Bowman.

Anti-Social Petition

In these strange times we all find ourselves in, due to the Covid-19 
restrictions and with no end in sight, now is the time when we should 
all be thinking about how to spend our time more constructively and 
see what we can do to help make the world a better place to live in.
Look no further . . . beekeeping is surely a no-brainer.
Everyone in Newton Aycliffe is now fully aware of our new 
Beekeeping Association: AYCLIFFE or ABKA. We are now fully 
established with nearly 100 members, a teaching apiary at the 
St. Oswald’s allotments and HQ at the Moore Lane Eco-Centre. 
We also have the full backing of the Great Aycliffe Town Council, 
headed by Lee Williams and Steven Cooper, both of whom have 
been extremely supportive of our new venture. When we feel like a 
little more luxury we occasionally use the Oak Leaf Leisure Complex 
where we can even get a meal and a pint. Our watchwords are 
“friendly, informal and helpful”, so we are always ready to welcome 
new faces with open arms.
How do people get into beekeeping?
The first stage is to join a nice, friendly association. We are affiliated 
to Durham BKA, a well-established and successful association, 
based in Durham city, through them we are affiliated to the British 
Beekeepers’ Association (the BBKA) which is the national governing 
body. Once enrolled, members can take advantage of a wide 
range of amenities including a full training programme leading to a 
qualification which enables you to keep bees. Strangely, there are 
few restrictions to looking after bees, which can be located virtually 
anywhere, provided your neighbours don’t object and children and 
pets can be controlled safely.
Urban beekeeping is certainly on the rise, often we find that honey 
bees have better foraging options than their country cousins, who 
often find food difficult to come by and it is very often seasonal. 
Just about anybody can keep bees provided they are serious, 
conscientious and well prepared.
Our association routinely provides two courses for beginners each 
year, in the spring (usually over a weekend), and in the Autumn. 
This is a course based on facts recommended by the BBKA and 
involves a mixture of classroom-based tuition/seminars and practical 
work with the bees at the apiary. The course normally would take 
place at the Eco-Centre but because of the current restrictions 
this isn’t possible at the moment, so we plan to deliver the course 
remotely online, using Zoom technology, starting in the New Year.
The course will take place in short sharp 30-minute bursts over 
about 5/6 weekends with the first session on Saturday 9th January 
at 10.30am. We expect to be able to get through all the theory in 
about 10 sessions.
If you are interested in attending the course, please contact our 
education officer, Chris Barker, email: training.aycliffebka@gmail.
com or you can call him for an informal chat: 07421 471581 anytime.
If you’d like to know a little more about what we do, you can always 
go to our website: www.aycliffebees.com - we guarantee you’ll get a 
real BUZZ out of it!

Beekeepers Wanted
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Parliament Talk

Tel: 01325 790580   -   Email: paul.howell.mp@parliament.uk

Create Your Own Card or use one of our designs.
Choose a verse or use your own wording.

Christmas cards, made to order, including envelopes
(minimum order 30, order before 14th December)

Call in today for more information and details

NEWTON PRESS
Blue Bridge Centre, St Cuthberts Way, Newton Aycliff e

Telephone: 01325 300212
Or send your order via Email: sales@newtonpress.net

CHRISTMAS CARDS
Personalised

Last week I was forever on Zoom or Teams, most of the meetings 
I describe below were virtual and whilst on one level there is an 
efficiency, it is an intense way to meet but I much prefer physically 
meeting people.
I started with discussing broadband with the Darlington Borough 
Council team before one of my regular catch up calls with Hitachi, 
and later joining a meeting of the Northern Research Group (NRG).
On Tuesday we had a full day, starting with discussions on a 
gigabyte capable north-east that included representatives from BT, 
OpenReach and Virgin, where we challenged them on progress 
for places like Redworth, amongst others. Then it was onto a call 
with Livin to discuss their operations and approach throughout 
Sedgefield before joining the APPG for levelling up. The afternoon 
saw our third session of the APPG for Left Behind Communities, 
that I jointly chair. This time we were looking at employment, skills 
and education. Afterwards I joined an update session on digital 
data with the Minister of State for Trade Policy, Greg Hands. My 
final session of the day was speaking at another APPG, this time 
housing in the North.
Wednesday started with Age UK team briefing me, before 
speaking at a virtual discussion on the politics of community power, 
discussing how the government can support community power. 
After this a meeting of the NRG executive before an evening 
virtually joining Bishop Middleham & Mainsforth Parish Council.
Thursday was BEIS select committee, this time the subject was 
the UK Emissions trading system common framework, which 
deals with price controls in the energy networks, joined by Ofgem, 
National Grid, Citizens Advice and the Minister, Rt Hon Kwasi 
Kwarteng MP, Minister for Business, Energy and Clean Growth. 
The big question was around the need to price consumers fairly, 
whilst allowing generators the capacity to invest and deliver a 
carbon neutral future.
Then it was a briefing on the NSI Bill before joining Fishburn Parish 
Council virtually.
I finished last week with a briefing from Darlington Borough Council 
leadership and then another from Sue Jacques, who leads the 
local NHS efforts. I was reassured by her that our local NHS is 
well positioned, in that although they have more people in hospital 
with Covid-19 now than they did at the peak of the first wave, they 
are in a better place. This is because they know so much more 
about what they are dealing with and have systems and processes 
in place, so, despite Covid-19 pressures, they can continue with 
elective surgeries safely.
I am sure you will all have seen the changes taking place over 
the weekend with the special advisers in number 10, notably the 
departure of Dominic Cummings. I only see the operations of the 
team in number 10 from a distance but special advisors come 
and go and my early sense is that the new team will communicate 
better with us backbenchers. Whilst he was obviously very 
influential in the campaign that got me elected, in terms of recent 
politics, I will not miss the distraction.
Monday saw the Prime Minister coming to the NRG meeting where 
he was very impressive and committed to supporting the levelling 
up agendas. Tuesday, I met the Home Secretary, Priti Patel, along 
with the other Durham MP’s and another BEIS session which has 
moved from Thursday, but more about these next week.
We have seen more optimistic news on vaccines, but please 
remember that once these are ready to go it will be a major 
planning and logistical operation to get them to people. It is 
therefore imperative that we all continue to do all we can to 
frustrate the spread of the virus by doing the basics right.
So please remember: HANDS - FACE - SPACE, wash your 
Hands regularly, wear a mask on your Face where required 
and give people Space - continue to follow the new regulations 
for November, that will hopefully put us in a better place for 
December.
Stay safe and have a good week and if we can help please call or 
email us.
Paul Howell, Member of Parliament for Sedgefield

Another Lockdown
Another lockdown but I know we’ll make the best,
Staying healthy and safe and enjoying some rest.
Going for walks to stretch our limbs,
Determined to take it all on our chin.
Putting away our summer gear
Look out some sweaters, it’s getting colder, I fear.
Thinking of others wearing a poppy on our chest,
Giving some tins to the food bank
For they are the best.
Talking of a Christmas we hope
To anticipate,
Time with our family, (please Boris) that would be great.
What we are learning as this year goes on,
Is that we must stick together and march to the same song.
There’ll be good days and bad, but we’ll get through,
Talking on the phone or saying hi on Facetime too.
Thanking key workers as they toil so hard,
Spending hours wearing masks and stifling face guards.
They’ve done so well and should stand proud and tall,
Our wish for next year is good health and peace to all.
MMK, November 2020 
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07701 359375
548094

• Boilers Installed, repaired & serviced
• Full heating systems
• Bathroom refurbs
• Wall and Floor Tiling
• Showers • Electrics

We now accept all major debit/credit cards
*GUARANTEED SAME DAY CALL OUT*

01325 492715
01325 247364

For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338
waterways@talktalk.net

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs    Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes    Power Flushing

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596

Mobile 07931 591381

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs
Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing
Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

NC PLUMBING Services
All plumbing requirements undertaken

From a drip to a full bathroom refit
Complete bathroom specialist

Full tiling and wall cladding service
Full power flush service - No job too small

Central heating problems repaired

Neil 07882 233219 or 01325 589224
out of hours call out available

01325 589224

W. HEATHCOTE
Plumbing

and Heating
Services

Time served tradesman
Over 40 years experience

Boiler Installations
Boiler Servicing & Repairs

Call Out Service
Power Flushing

General Plumbing Work

01325 307 052
07595 051 717

www.wheathcote.com

 
 
 

Plumbing

JK Roofing & Building
All Roofing and Building work undertaken

• Full Roofs  • Extensions  • Felt Roofs
• UPVC Fascias/Soffits  • Dry Verge/Ridge
Free estimates:

Tel: 07596 801534
or 07562 439455

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed
Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling

Felting & Pointing - Guttering
Fibre glass flat roofing

With 20 Years Guarantee
Free Estimates

Tel: 01388 605489
07986 217936

BREWARD
roofi ng contractors

Serving the region since 1945
• New Roofs • Flat Roofs •
• High Performance Felt •

Tiling, Slating, Fibreglass Roofs
• Stone Slating • Leadwork •

• Repairs • Chimneys •
•Dry Verge Systems •

uPVC Guttering, Soffi ts & Facias
• Storm Damage • Velux •
Insurance Work Welcome

All Work Guaranteed
Time Served - Free Estimates

Finance Available

01388 661308 or 07967 018998

Roofing

Jacks Driving School
Fully Qualified High Grade Instructors

 TRAILER/CARAVAN
 TRAINING ALSO
 AVAILABLE

Helping you to relax, enjoy and build confidence
Excellent first time pass rate - Block booking offers

Jack: 07949 195 184
Special offer: First 5 hours £90 - www.jacksdrivingschool.co.uk

Driving School

For all your print 
requirements

Newton 
Press 

300212
Remember to tell the 
advertiser you found 

them in the Newton News

Jeff Horsley
28 years experience

Full Build of Extensions
Porches, Garages,

Garden Walls, Patios,
Concreting and Re-Pointing

FREE ESTIMATES
Guaranteed Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01325 313939
or 07970 869967

Builder

FOLLOW US ON
SIMPLY SEARCH newton-news

Newton News

SHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Door
Repair

Specialist

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs
Mechanism Repair/Replacement
Door Adjustment - Door Furniture
Emergency Door Opening
90% OF PARTS IN STOCK

24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114
07748 044 808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Locksmith

Foster Joinery Services
All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

From inside the home: Doors, Hardwood and Laminate 
Flooring, Skirting and Architrave, Staircases and 

revamping what you already have, Loft entrances and 
Loft Ladders.

To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.
Also Plastering Tiling and Bathroom fitting.
No job too small - Can supply all materials

Just ring 07748 967 374 for a FREE quote

C SMILLIE
• Joinery •
• Building •

• Decorating •
Established 1984

Apprenticeship Served

312024  after 6pm

Joinery

TV.  AERIAL  FITTERS
All aspects of aerial work undertaken

01325 307075

Quick service & fair prices 

Richard NaylorCall

CCTV

15% OFF
with this 

advert

Aerial Installations

This year the regional Culture Bridge North 
East ‘Imagine If’ conference was held 
virtually and asked cultural and educational 
leaders to imagine ways to explore creative 
learning.  
The conference invited speakers and 
delegates to address learning in the current 
climate and “Imagine if... creative arts 
and cultural experiences gave children 
and young people the ability to share, 
understand and emerge from experiences of 
the Covid-19 crisis.”
Katy Milne, Creative Director of Greenfield 
Arts, had the opportunity to speak at the 
prestigious annual conference led by Culture 
Bridge North East presenting alongside 
Lorraine Coghill, Science Outreach 
Coordinator at Durham University. The 
creative team gave delegates an opportunity 
to take part in creative learning activities 
first-hand, using prompts from recent youth 
led projects, particularly projects that have 
been designed by students at Greenfield 
Community College and explored ways to 
evolve through recent times.
Katy and Lorraine suggested new ways 
of approaching self-led learning, its place 
in emerging from lockdown and imagining 
new learning futures. They explored some 
of their collaborative work together and 
the learning that has come from this work 
which is shaping practice. Feedback from 
the conference was very positive. The whole 
conference was inspiring and encouraged 
rich discussion and potential action to take 
forward.
Katy has been working alongside students 
from Greenfield Community College for over 
15 years and is well placed to realise ways in 
which curiosity and enquiry are at the heart 
of learning techniques both in and out of 
the classroom. The school is one of the few 
secondary schools that have been awarded 
a prestigious Platinum Arts Mark Award and 
are delighted to be celebrating this during 
National Arts Mark week this month. 
Greenfield Arts are committed to delivering 
high quality arts opportunities that encourage 
creativity, curiosity and questioning and 
are continuing to work with students, 
organisations and the wider community to 
bring about positive change. As Science 
Outreach Coordinator & Ogden Regional 
Representative NE  - Durham University 
Science Outreach Lorraine creates, 
develops and cultivates opportunities for 
people to work together to explore, enquire 
and to engage others. Programmes include 
creative STEM programmes, working with 
schools, communities, businesses and 
creative practitioners across the North East.

Greenfield Arts, 
Imagine if...
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No Job Too Small
Installation Certificates

Fuse Board Upgrades
Rewires  |  Lighting

Extra Sockets
Fault Finding
Free Quotes

• EMERGENCY CALL OUTS •
Contact Dave on

Telephone:

01325 317535
07563 088 946

DJW
ELECTRICS

• Fuse Board Upgrades •
• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •

• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •
• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on 

01325 313282
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)

Check out our website for monthly
deals: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

Electrical

VALLEY
WROUGHT IRON

High Quality Gates, Wall
Railings & Garden Fences

Free Estimates and Advice
Experienced Tradesmen

Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Contact Stephen on
07976 554046 anytime

E: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www. valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Iron / Steel

Time Served Royal Horticultural Society Arborist
• Felling, Dismantling & Pruning • Hedge Cutting

• STUMP GRINDING AND REMOVAL
• Local Authority Approved Contractor

All Areas Covered - Free Quotations and Advice

Alexander Walker TechArborA., ND Arb., SOC Arb
Fully Insured - Professionally Trained - Aycliffe Based

07544 802052 or 01325 321113
www.awtreecare.co.uk

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work

Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking & 

Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432

Mobile: 07765 374 905

LANDSCAPE & BLOCKPAVING 
SPECIALISTS

GARY O’CONNOR
•  Driveways  •  Patios  •  Paving

•  Walling  •  Fencing  •  More
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE WITH VERY 

COMPETITIVE RATES CALL GARY ON

01325 320 267
07866 561 340

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm
Saturday: 8.30am - 12pm

01325 787 550   -   LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Gardening

Alpine Landscapes
Patios, Driveways, 

Fencing, Decking, Gravel, 
Turfing, Walls. All work 
guaranteed. 25 years 

experience, est 15 years, 
professional advice.

alpinelandscapes.co.uk 
Alan on 07974 710351

Martin Shires
Garden Landscaping 

Services, Block Paving 
Specialists. Fencing, 

Decking, Patios, Walls, 
Turfing, Hedges. Quality 

guaranteed work.
Tel 01325 321891
or 07989 024 501

ROSEWOOD
TREE WORK

Felled, Pruned, Hedges 
Cut, Fencing, Gravel.

All aspects of
groundwork considered.

20% off for OAPs.
Tel 01325 318679
or 07740 999075

Full House, Part Load
or Single Items.

Local and National
Storage Available.

01325 319842
07970 201841

or 07857 602267

Smiths
removals

Your Move
Local Family Run Business

Est. 2005 - Fully Insured
Single Items from £15
3 Bed House from £99

Call Jor for a free quote
Tel: 07535 362591

Removals

ASK Services
Man + Van, Removal, 

Delivery and lots more.
Contact Paul

07399 628345

Man With Van
cheap removals also 
household furniture 

bought.
Tel 07860 560 295

G. CROSSEN
PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07340 606402
Time Served  -  C&G  -  Established 1998

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator

Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate
01325 483 697

or 07745 037 754

Decorating

C. A. Plasterers
all plastering work,

artex skimmed,
small jobs, free estimates
Tel: 01388 721206

‘Laundry Ladies’
Offering a wash, 
dry and ironing 

service (domestic 
or commercial). 

Free collection and 
drop off included. 

Tel 07928 768744 or 
laundryladies16@gmail.com

‘Cleaning Angels’
For all your cleaning 
needs. Commercial 
cleaning available. 

Domestic, end of tenancy, 
holiday lets, builders 
cabins, oven cleans, 

office cleaning, window 
cleaning (up to 8ft), 

ironing service available. 
Competitive rates.

Sanitising & Fogging
Find us on Facebook
Angela 07518 798 595

‘Bricklaying 
Angels’

Newly qualified 
bricklayer I am doing 

brick BBQs, brick walls, 
bird tables etc. Find us on 

Facebook or Contact
Angela 07928 768744

FOR ALL YOUR 
PRINTING

REQUIREMENTS
Newton Press 
 Tel: 300212

DRAGON 
DECORATORS
All aspects of interior 
& exterior decorating, 
including children’s 

artwork. Over 25 years 
experience. Member of 
“Checked & Vetted”. 
No job too small, free 

estimates. During Covid 
endemic I will be wearing 

full PPE clothing.

Contact Colin on 
07952 364426

Over 17,000 Newton News magazines are 
delivered every weekend to all homes and 

businesses in Newton Aycliffe and the 
surrounding villages.

Contact us with your story:
Email: paul@newtonnews.co.uk

Telephone: 01325 300212
Website: www.newtonnews.co.uk

Facebook: NewtonNews

Visit our office:
Blue Bridge Centre, St. Cuthberts Way,
Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 6DS

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES

• Carpet and 
upholstery cleaning
• Leather cleaning 

and repair
• Pressure washing

• Gutter clean & repair
• End of tenancy cleans

• Domestic and  
Commercial cleaning
• Janitorial supplies

• Fully insured

07895 697 115
01325 494294

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE REPAIRS

ALL MAKES OF WASHERS
TUMBLERS, MICROWAVES
DISHWASHERS
VACUUM CLEANERS
FRIDGE/FREEZERS
COOKERS
* Free Estimates
* No Call Out Charge
* Appliances Plumbed in

Telephone:  321756

Carpet Fitter
and vinyl flooring 

specialist.
Contact Richard 

on  07946 435 177

GUTTER 
CLEANING 

SERVICE
Gutters, Fascia and 

Soffits cleaned.
Paul 07399 628345

StainKleen
Professional Cleaning Services for Carpets, Upholstery, Rugs

and Leather Cleaning - Tiling and Grout Floor Cleaning
RAPID DRYING - FULLY INSURED

Tel Paul on 01325 493003
Mobile: 07817 573 604   -   Web: www.stainkleen.co.uk

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutter and UPVC
Cleaning Service

No Ladders Required
Conservatory Cleaning
Also Gutters Renewed

and/or Repaired

07519 376870

Home Services

Pest Control

01325 301063
07790 732089

www.pestguard1.co.uk

CALL PESTGUARD TODAY
Newton Aycliffe Based

Fully Licensed & Insured
30+ years trading

throughout the North East

Pest Control

PROTECH
Direct Pest Control

Experts in industrial, 
commercial & domestic 
pest control. 18+ years 

experience, fully insured, 
free quotes.

Tel 01325 310520 or 
07896 848856 (24 hours)

PROPERTY REPAIRS
& MAINTENANCE

From Fencing & Decking to
Internal Refurbishments

All those small handyman
jobs also considered

Telephone 01325 318269
or visit our website:

www.esproperty-estate.co.uk

Storage

“U” STORE
Aycliffe Business Park
Domestic and Industrial 
storage. Open 6 days a 
week. Large and small 

containers from
£12 per week

INTERNAL STORAGE
AVAILABLE

317716, 07850 646355
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Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Opticians

BVA Foundation
FREE
Confidential
Post Abortion
Counselling 
available

Telephone:
01642 616077

SAMARITANS
13 Woodland Road

Darlington.
We are here for you 24 

hours a day.
Freephone 116123

Personal

Aycliffe 
COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification

PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades  -  Data Recovery
Windows 10 Installation

Broadband Installation
Networking  -  Anti Virus

Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

No Call Out Charge Within 
Newton News Circulation area

Contact Rob
01325 310737
07841 867170
aycliffecomputers@gmail.com

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED 
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER 

BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

Computers

Tuition

ENJOY LEARNING
Guitar, Bass or

Drums at home.
Roger 01325 321444
Friendly, Experienced

39 St Barbara’s Walk

Large 3 bedroom, fully 
furnished with new carpets 
throughout, secure garden 
front and rear with parking.
£525 per month. Please call 
Neil 07770 965148

Accommodation

Soduko
  2 6    7  8

 1 9   6   4

 7 4  9     1

   1   4 6 7

   4 6 1    9

 6  9 8    1

   7  5 6   4

  1   8 9 2

 8   4   9

Mobility Scooter
any condition

also any mobility aids
Tel 07401 133459

Wanted

Household
Furniture Bought
Tel. 07860 560295

Hairdressing

Julie’s Mobile 
Hairdressing

Cuts £10
Cut & Finish £20

Perms £40
Julie 07801 192417

Askrigg Close
3 Bedroom
Rent £425
Bond £425

Contact
07814 022301

Accommodation

Film/Slide scanner, 
high resolution, 
“Digit Now” with 
2.4” viewing screen. 
Converts negatives 
or slides onto digital 
memory card for TV 
viewing or transfer 
to computer. As new, 
boxed in absolutely 
perfect condition. Cost 
£60 (see any website), 
ideal gift, selling for 
£35. Will deliver for 
you to see before 
buying. Tel 01325 
316641

Jigsaws, 12 of, all 
different by Van 
Haasteren, comic type 
jigsaws, 1000 pieces. 
All as new, boxed 
and undamaged or 
marked, ideal gifts. 
Cost over £200, 
selling for £60, can 
bring for viewing. Tel 
01325 316641

For Sale

Thanks to funding from Great Aycliffe and Middridge Area Action 
Partnership and County Durham NHS Clinical Commissioning Group 
(CCG), leading local health and wellbeing charity the Pioneering 
Care Partnership (PCP) is delighted to launch a new free telephone 
Befriending Service, “Every Call Counts”.
“Every Call Counts” befrienders are trained to provide friendly, helpful 
support. They take the time to talk about how you are feeling, they 
can help you to overcome difficulties, plan more effectively or share 
hobbies and interests. The dedicated team will also use their local 
knowledge to provide information on activities and groups you might 
be interested in joining in the future.  
Carol Gaskarth, PCP’s Chief Executive, said: “What started off as a 
small project, with an emphasis on older people in the Great Aycliffe 
and Middridge area, has developed into a service which can be 
accessed by adults across County Durham, due to match funding 
from the CCG.
“Even without a pandemic, during winter months many people 
feel lonely and the days can be very long. Regular contact with a 
befriender can provide companionship, a friendly voice, reassurance 
and a listening ear. For now the support we can offer will be over 
the phone or through video-calling, but, when circumstances allow, 
our team of befrienders will be out and about meeting people and 
connecting with them in communities.” 
If you would like to access the Every Call Counts Befriending Service, 
or make a referral, please contact us by telephone on 01325 329934 
or email: befriending@pcp.uk.net
For further information about PCP please contact us at the Pioneering 
Care Centre, Carer’s Way, Newton Aycliffe, DL5 4SF tel: 01325 
321234 email: enquiries@pcp.uk.net website: www.pcp.uk.net. 
Or follow PCP on Twitter: @PioneeringCare and Facebook: @
PCPandCentre

PCP Launch New Befriending Service

NEWTON NEWS

Dear Sir,
I have received a letter from DCC Traffic Assets proposing an 
extension to the existing 40mph speed limit to cover the new access 
roundabout. Whilst this is clearly essential, I have replied making two 
points:
(1) The Extension of the Proposed 40mph Zone
It strikes me that, at just c. 25 metres, the new zone starts far too 
close to the roundabout. At Highway Code figures, this would require 
vehicles to be already travelling at 30 MPH when they meet the 
40mph sign. Someone travelling at 60mph requires three times that 
distance - 73 metres - to come to a stop.
(2) The Extension of the Proposed 40mph
I have asked that they consider extending the 40mph zone all the 
way to Middridge, which is only 750 metres further. This has been the 
request of Middridge Parish Council for many years and I note that 
this stretch of Middridge Road:
• passes a settlement of six houses at a particularly narrow point 
where there is a bus stop;
• includes three access/egress points for vehicular traffic;
• lacks verges, includes a blind brow and is subject to frequent 
flooding.
Respondong
The construction of the roundabout and the necessary amendment 
of the 40mph zone presents a real opportunity to extend the 40mph 
zone right through to Middridge, which will make this whole stretch 
of road safer, and will help to reduce speeding through Middridge 
Village. If you want to have your say on the proposal, you need to 
email ns.traffic@durham.gov.uk before Friday 4th December.
Cllr John D Clare
(Aycliffe North & Middridge)

Middridge Road Speed 
Limit Consultation
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Online Convenience Store Delivery
www.clickemart.co.uk
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SPONSOR

Dear Sir,
I would like to thank the kind person who took 
our brown wheely bin last Friday evening from 
Moule Close, obviously to empty it for me as 
it was full.
I would, however, like to have it returned 
now please. This can be done under cover of 
darkness if they wish, the same as they took 
it.
What this person doesn’t realise is, that we 
have security camera footage of the incident 
and if the bin is not returned, I will pass this 
on to the appropriate authorities.
Name and address supplied

Stolen Bin

Residents in Great 
Aycliffe & Middridge 
can find out how 
local issues are 
being tackled when 
the local area action 
partnership holds 
their next virtual 
board meeting.
The Great Aycliffe 
& Middridge 
Partnership board 
will be meeting 
virtually on Tuesday 
24 November 
2020, between 
2pm and 4pm, via 
Microsoft Teams, 
and members 
of the public are 
invited to observe 
proceedings.  
The board will be 
receiving updated 
presentations at the 
meeting in relation 
to Durham County 
Council’s medium-
term financial plan 
and budget, as 
well as information 
on their leisure 
transformation 
programme.
Anyone who would 
like to attend the 
virtual meeting 
should register in 
advance by emailing 
gampaap@durham.
gov.uk so that we 
can forward a link to 
join the meeting.  
Great Aycliffe 
& Middridge 
Partnership is one 
of 14 Area Action 
Partnerships set up 
by Durham County 
Council in 2009.

Have a 
Say on 
Local 
Issues

Obituary Congratulations

Birthday 
Remembrance

In Memoriam

Alannah Paige 
Bambridge

Happy 18th Birthday
20th November 2020
To our darling 
Daughter Alannah, 
you make us so proud, 
enjoy your day.
Lots of love,
Mam and Dad xx
Happy 18th Alannah

from  Jordan x
Happy 18th Birthday

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s 
and Best Wishes on 
your 18th birthday. 
We hope you have a 
fantastic day.
Lot’s of love,
Nanna and Grandad
Aunty Kirsty
Uncle Andy
& Eadie xxxxxx

Tony and Maureen 
O’Brien

Congratulations
to a special Mam and 
Dad on your Golden 
Wedding Anniversary 
on 21st November 
2020.
Much love to you both 
from Mark, Vanessa 
and Families xxxx

Anne Watson

19th November 2018
Dear Sister-in-Law

Time passes,
Memories stay.
Missed, but 
remembered every 
day.
Keith, Jean and Val

Jackie Blenkinsopp

Happy 60th Birthday
22nd November 1960
We hope you have a 
lovely day.
Lots of love,
Ian, Nicola, Danny, 
Graham and Kelly.
Big kisses from
Zach, Mia, Daisy
and Ellie xxxx

Kath Hall
(nee Ward)

20th November 2001

Hi Mam, another year 
has gone by and not 
like all the others, 
this one’s been a bad 
one for all. You have 
been joined by your 
Brothers Billy and 
Greave, also your 
Sister-in-Law Rose.
It would be nice to 
know that you are 
looking after them 
and enjoying their 
company.
You are always in our 
thoughts with a warm 
feeling in our hearts 
knowing you are 
watching over us.
God Bless You.
Until we meet again, 
all our love Mam,
Julie, Edward, David, 
Ali, Kim, Glenda.

Nanna Kath
Love and miss you 
loads, Shaun, Natalie, 
Rachael, Ben, Alfie, 
Matthew, Dan, 

Great Nanna Kath
Love and big hugs, 
Kate, Jazmin, Harry, 
Rose and George.

Ellen Jennings
(nee Sadler)

Ellen, of Newton 
Aycliffe, peacefully on 
11th November, aged 
73 years.
Dearly beloved Wife 
of Albert, a much 
loved Mam to Patricia, 
Christine and Albert, 
a treasured Nana and 
Great Nana.
Family and friends 
please meet for 
Service at St. Clare’s 
Church, Newton 
Aycliffe on Wednesday 
25th November at 
10.45am.

Aaron John Cairns

Passed away at home, 
after a long battle 
with cancer, on 8th 
November.
Beloved partner of 
Margaret and her 
family, dear friend of 
Neil, Kev, Dave, Nigel 
and Kath, amongst 
others.
Forever in our 
thoughts, Aaron will 
be greatly missed.
Private cremation.
No flowers, please.

Doreen Cross
(nee Caygill)

Doreen, of Newton 
Aycliffe, peacefully 
in her sleep on 10th 
November, aged 89 
years.
Dearly beloved Wife 
of Ron, a much loved 
Mam to Marjorie and 
David, a dear Nanna, 
Mother-in-Law and 
Sister.
Funeral Service to 
take place at Wear 
Valley Crematorium 
on Tuesday 24th 
November at 1.30pm.
Due to current 
circumstances a 
private Service will 
take place.
Family flowers only, 
donations in lieu, 
to the Alzheimer’s 
Society, via the 
link doreen-cross1.
muchloved.com
“Forever in our 
hearts”.

Derek Brown
(Des)

4th November, 
peacefully at home of 
Gilpin Road, Newton 
Aycliffe. Derek (Des), 
aged 73 years.
Beloved Husband of 
the late Gloria; also a 
much loved Dad and 
Grandad.
A private Funeral 
Service took place 
on Thursday 19th 
November at 
Stephenson Way 
Cemetery, Newton 
Aycliffe.

William Wilson Reid

26th November 1964
To our brother on his 
birthday.
Memories of you are 
ours to treasure,
Loving you always, 
forgetting you never.
We have so many 
memories, but we 
wish we still had you.
Loved always from 
your Sisters and 
Brothers xx

Steven Galloway
13/12/1980-
23/11/2019

Time slips by and life 
goes on, but from our 
hearts you are never 
gone.
We think about you 
always, we talk about 
you too.
We have so many 
memories, but we 
wish we still had you.
Love always, Mam, 
Dad, Caroline and 
family

Funeral
Cards 

Completed within 
24 hours

NEWTON 
PRESS
300212

Nervous 
Parents
The Learning Centre 
on Hanson Street 
reported a man across 
the way standing at 
his window for hours 
watching the centre, 
making parents 
nervous.
Police identified the 
subject as a cardboard 
cut out of Arnold 
Schwarzenegger.

Strange 
Media

FOR ALL YOUR 
PRINTING

REQUIREMENTS
Newton Press 
 Tel: 300212
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LOW PRICES ON NEW
• Doors • Windows • Conservatories •
• Porches • Guttering • Facias •
• Soffits • Brickwork • Door Canopies •

We also complete all aspects of
repair work on:  • Misted Units •
• Broken Locks • Leaks •

For a sensible, no obligation quotation
07816 675935 anytime or 304286 after 6pm

THE WINDOW GUYTHE WINDOW GUY
DOOR
SALE

NOW ON

Free Delivery on Orders £10+
10% Off  Collections

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

TAKEAWAY
Monday to 
Wednesday

BANQUET SPECIAL

ONLY £9.95

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

Bengal..Lounge

OPEN
NEW YEARS EVE
FROM 4.30pm

BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £9.95

Available Thursday only
• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad
• Any Appetiser   • Any Main Course  • Any Rice or Nan

(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions applyTA
KE

 A
W

AY

THALI NIGHT
TUESDAY NIGHTS ONLY
ONLY £11.95

DINE IN

VALENTINES
BOOKINGS
Now Accepted

Mother’s Day Special
Sunday 22nd March
£11.95 - Book your table now

DINE IN

OPEN Christmas Day
Taking bookings now

Call us 01325 313326 to book your table
Deposit required when booking

BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £9.95

Available Thursday only
• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad

• Any Appetiser   • Any Main Course
• Any Rice or Nan

(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions applyTA
KE

 A
W

AY

Now taking bookings for
VALENTINE’S DAY

Valentines Special 
£28.95 per couple
Poppodoms & pickles - Any two 
starters - Any two main courses 

- Any rice and naan bread
Between two people - T&C apply

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

Fault Finding / Repairs Qualifi ed Electrician
Extra Lights and Sockets Reliable Service
New Fuse Boards / Alarms Tidy Work
Rewires   Free Quote
Landlord Inspections  Satisfaction Guaranteed

Electric Adjustable
Bed Ranges

Est.                                           1898

BIG SIZE MENSWEAR
2XL to 8XL

huge range of designs now in stock

FROM

£599

Free Delivery

Newton Aycliffe Youth Football Club are an 
F.A. Charter Standard Community Club, 
established over 30 years ago, in 1989. 
The club provides football for over 300 boys 
and girls from four years old to adult, giving 
a clear path for the children to fulfil their 
football ambitions.
As last season was coming to an abrupt 
halt, when lockdown arrived, the football 
club started their search for a bespoke strip 
to give them a clear and unique identity. 
Sportswear companies were contacted and, 
after several discussions, the decision was 
made to build a partnership with Farrelly’s of 
Middlesbrough.
The club provided a brief of what was 
required, most importantly the main colour 
for the strip needed to be royal blue. The 
club has always played in royal blue as their 
home kit and been identified across the area 
by their royal blue colours on match day.
Club Chairman, Martin Smails, commented 
“I played for the club as a young lad, then 

Launch of Official New Youthy Strip

progressed to coaching and managing 
teams before becoming Chairman, and it 
was important to me that the new strip had 
our traditional royal blue colours”.
A team of designers at Farrelly’s offered 
14 strips with various designs, making it 
very difficult to narrow the choice down, 
but eventually the final two were chosen. 
This then went to a vote of managers and 
coaches across all our teams who made the 
final decision. As well as the outfield strip the 
designers produced two unique goalkeeper 
designs which were offered to all our goal 
keepers with a choice of colours.
All the decisions were now made, but the 
first lockdown prevented the manufacture 
of our kit to progress, as the factory staff 
were furloughed alongside the suspension of 
football.
Club Secretary, Berni Borsberry, remarked 
“this was a frustrating time for everyone at 
the club, we knew that eventually lockdown 
would be lifted and football would restart, but 
only then could manufacturing commence. 
However, the result was a unique strip that 
all our players would be proud to wear”.
As the strips started to come off the 
production line, each team started 
immediately to wear their new bespoke kit 
and all received excellent comments from 
players, parents and opposing teams.
The official launch of the strip was set for the 
weekend of 31st October 2020, just as the 
second lockdown was announced, and once 
again football would be suspended, but we 
are all hopeful that we can proudly wear our 
new strip as soon as possible.
A final comment from Jamie Nee, MD at 
Farrelly’s, “we are delighted to be the chosen 
partner for Newton Aycliffe Youth Football 
Club and delighted that we could provide a 
strip, built on the royal blue tradition of the 
football club. Hopefully this is a partnership 
between Farrelly’s and the club for many 
years to come”.
If you need any further information about any 
of the teams at the club, visit www.nayfc.com


