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SPONSOR

THE TURBINIA
* Saturday Night Live *

The Very Best of Rock  -  NO Cover Charge (unless stated)

THE BANDS ARE BACK
BE EARLY, WE WILL FILL UP VERY QUICKLY ON REDUCED CAPACITY

Saturday 19th September - “Graham Hunter” (£3 c/c)
By the age of 15 he was playing electric guitar in local bands, very soon progressing to 
becoming a local rock guitar hero in his native north east of England. It was not long after 
that before Graham found himself working with top vocalist and frontman Terry Slessor 
from Beckett and Paul Kosoff’s Back Street Crawler, Vic Malcom from Geordie, and the 
Spiders from Mars and Goldie vocalist Pete McDonald.
Graham then went on to do recordings with JOHN MILES and TERRY SLESSOR.
Probably the best rock guitar vocalist, the area has ever produced.

Saturday 26th September - T.B.A.
Saturday 3rd October - “Fossil” (£3 c/c)

Sunday 4th October - “OasisJam” (£5 c/c), 4pm

Friday is Open-Mic with some great local talent
New artistes welcome, pints for players

Please arrive early, as we must stick to social distancing and room will fill up quickly.
Because of reduced capacity, there will be a £2 cover charge, but the back room

will be open for anyone who wants to use the pub and not pay.

OUR NEW SPECIAL OFFERS
Service times 12-2.15pm & 5-7.45pm

All Children under 11 Years

EAT FREE
Monday to Saturday, from our children’s menu

(with every adult meal bought)

Light Bite dishes served from 12-2.15pm & 5-6pm

Monday to Saturday
Tables of 4 or more receive a free bottle of house wine

Wednesday Carvery
5-7pm - £7.50 per person - Booking essential

Fish Friday
Meal for 1 £8.50 - Meal for 2 £16.00

Grill Night Saturday
Meal for two with a bottle of house wine - £40

Woodham Golf & Country Club
Telephone 01325 318454

Dear Sir,
Regarding the letter 
about ‘Development 
at Middridge’ in 
last week’s Newton 
News, I would like 

New Development Not 
Part of Newton Aycliffe

to correct some 
points made by 
Great Aycliffe Town 
Councillor, Bob 
Fleming, regarding 
Middridge Parish.

Prior to 1983, 
Middridge was part 
of the Civil Parish 
of Shildon, and 
following the major 
reorganisation of 
local government 
in 1974, when 
Great Aycliffe Town 
Council (GATC) 
was first formed, 
Middridge was 
represented by two 
local Councillors 
on the new Shildon 
Town Council. 
Thus, despite any 
plans the Aycliffe 
Development 
Corporation may 
have had to include 
Middridge in Newton 
Aycliffe, in fact they 
have always been 
separate.
In the early 1980s, 
the then Sedgefield 
District Council 
encouraged and 
supported Middridge 
to become a 
Civil Parish, and 
eventually we were 
granted this status in 
1983.
Since then 
Middridge has 
had its own Parish 
Council, completely 
separate from both 
its neighbours. Thus, 
the new houses 
being built along 
Middridge Road, 
which lie wholly 
within the Middridge 
Parish boundary, are 
definitely NOT part 
of Newton Aycliffe!
Nevertheless, the 
Parish Council do 
work in partnership 
with GATC, 
particularly as 
members of the 
Great Aycliffe & 
Middridge Area 
Action Partnership 
(GAMP).
Cllr. Harold Howe
Chair of Middridge 
Parish Council

Aycliffe Village Residents Association (AVRA), in association with 
Durham Police, this week started an ongoing campaign against 
vehicles travelling in excess of the 30mph speed limit on both the 
A167 and North Road through the Village.
This has been a problem for years and at last AVRA is able to react 
and hopefully slow traffic down, especially those coming off the by-
pass into the village.
Monday morning’s session was incredibly successful and effective.
A significant number of vehicles were caught registering speeds well 
in excess of 30mph and one at nearly 50mph and also drivers using 
mobile phones, another, in particular, looking down to the left hand 
whilst texting.
These drivers will be receiving a communication from Durham Police 
regarding their transgression.
The speed checks will now occur at different times and on changing 
days for the foreseeable future, so drivers should be sure to be 
aware that 30mph is the speed limit and observe it.

Speed Watch in Aycliffe Village
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Bedroom
Image

Sliding Wardrobes
Manufactured in our Newton Aycliffe Factory

www.bedrooomimage.co.uk
Visit our new studio at:

24 Cockerton Green, Darlington DL3 9EU

Telephone (01325) 464100
or

Middlesbrough and Washington
Telephone 0191 417 9174

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you through those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

Cobblers Hall Village Centre
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

Tel: (01325) 319519

Scooters from £295

Adjustable Beds from £595

• Wheelchairs, Bath Lifts and Stair Lifts
• No Obligation, FREE Home Demonstration
• Servicing and Repairs (at your home)

Lift Recline Chairs from £495

M.V. MOBILITY
MOBILE SHOWROOM
Part exchange welcome, written details on request

Call 01325 521664
or 0191 484 6172
Established 2003

All employees 

will use social 

distancing

•  UPVC Windows and Doors  •
•  Conservatories  •

•  Composite Doors  •
•  Bi-Folding Doors  •

Telephone 01325 468222
Email: info@bespoke-windows.co.uk

SPECIAL OFFER:
Five Windows

+ One Door
£2880 inc. VAT

SIESTA BLINDS
BLINDS DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY

View online: www.siestablinds.com
Visit our showroom:

Whinfield Drive, Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AU
Book an appointment: 01325 309003

OPEN:
Monday-Thursday 8.00am-5.00pm

Friday 8.00am-4.00pm, Saturday by appointment

elachi
indian restaurant

1 Upper Beveridge Walkway
Town Centre DL5 4EE
(next to StevenRussell)

Tel: 01325 316516
Tuesdays: 50% OFF Food only

Th ursday & Sunday Banquet Special £10.95
Any Starter - Any Main - Rice Chips or Nan (except KP dishes)

Open Daily from 5.30pm to 11.00pm
Delivery Available
Free delivery in Aycliff e on orders over £10
Delivery outside Aycliff e small charge.
10% Discount available on collected orders
www.elachirestaurant.co.uk

Funeralcare

Newton Aycliffe Funeralcare 
Oakcliffe Cottage, 
Macmillan Road, DL5 4LH

01325 300 510

Providing a caring personal service  

24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

www.coop.co.uk/funeralcare

FNC0317331392-2_Newton_Aycliffe_ad.indd   1 15/05/2017   15:33

Tesco would like to take this opportunity to 
update and thank our customers for what we 
have achieved together, to support our local 
community during the Covid-19 crisis. We 
have been extremely busy trying to help as 
many of our deserving projects as we can.
Here are a few examples: Community 
Foodbank, Cat & Dog Shelter, Local Care 
Homes, Police, Elderly Customers, Local 

Shirley, The Community 
Champion at Tesco

Schools, County Durham Furniture Help 
Scheme, Play Cafe, Junction 7, Lifeline 
Community Action, Local Families and 
Endeavour Woodcraft.
We have donated flour and other ingredients 
to our local residents who have been baking 
to support our community. We have also 
donated sweets to our local surgeries and 
care homes, to give the people looking after 
us a well needed boost.
Please visit and follow our community page 
on Facebook: Supporting Newton Aycliffe - 
Shirley Community Champion. You can also 
contact or leave Shirley a text message on 
07834 993203. She will reply to any requests 
as soon as possible.
Thank you for your continued support.
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15 SIMPASTURE GATE
NEWTON AYCLIFFE DL5 5HH

Telephone: 01325 312050
Email: managerplayday@gmail.com

• Care for children aged 0-5 years
• Excellent outdoor play area

• CCTV throughout the building
• Exciting/creative activities

• Full or part time care
• Healthy eating home cooked food

• Fully qualified and vetted staff
• In partnership with parents

Playday 
Nursery

OFSTED Inspected - “Outstanding Provision”

OFSTED quote: “Playday Nursery offers an outstanding 
provision with high quality teaching provided by highly 
qualified staff.

KEEP
YOUR
PROPERTY SAFE

All security solutions undertaken 
such as Grills, Gates, Bars,

Be-Spoke Boxes

Call DBS on 01325 307230
Mobile: Scott 07772 182357

Email: scott@dbs-fabrication.co.uk
Website: www.dbs-fabrication.co.uk

HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?
We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.

Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£49.00 inc VAT (per will) and Free Home Visit

During the day or evening
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE

PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

 Members of the Society of Will Writers
 F.Inst.PA (Qualifi ed Paralegal)

Dear Sir,
I work for an amazing charity called Mental 
Health Matters and I am based at the local 
CMHT - Goodall Centre in Bishop Auckland, 
we cover South Durham, Sedgefield, 
Trimdons, Spennymoor, Bishop Auckland, 
Shildon, Newton Aycliffe and as far as Crook 
and Tow Law.
We support people suffering with or who 
have had an episode of mental ill health but 
who are on a journey of recovery and looking 
for something vocationally to do with their 
time - this can include retraining, education, 
volunteering, and for some, eventually getting 
into paid employment.
We also provide retention support for people 
in work but having time off sick due to mental 
health and wanting support to go back to 
work and are finding the employer less than 
accommodating.
We mainly receive referrals from CMHT 
and G.P. Practice’s (although the latter is 
very few) and more recently, from local job 
centres/work coaches. We have also had 
meetings with other local providers such as 
Well-Being for Life who provide health advice 
and sign-posting.
We can help with:
• Recovery Action Plans
• Completing Vocational Assessments
• Confidence Building
• Personal Development
• Skill Building
• Accessing Work Placements
• Finding Training and Qualifications
• CV and Cover Letter Skills
• Job Searching
• Finding Paid Employment
• Support to Stay in Work
• Skills to Complete Application Forms
• Advice with Interview Techniques
• Signposting to Other Agencies
• Information on Welfare Benefits.
For more information contact 07590 950233
email: info@mhm.org.uk
website: mhm.org.uk
MHM, Goodall Centre, Walker Drive
Bishop Auckland DL14 6QN

MHM - Mental 
Health Matters

HMRC Scam
Dear Sir,
I think this will be of interest for some of our 
older and more vulnerable readers.
There is an email doing the rounds, 
reportedly from the HM Courts and Tribunals 
service detailing a fixed penalty fine for 
parking a vehicle.
Beware, it is a scam!
I have contacted HMRC and they have been 
inundated with calls about this issue.
What to look out for in the email:
1. It only says United Kingdom in location.
2. It quotes that the telephone number is 
currently unavailable.
3. Spelling mistakes.
If readers receive this email - DO NOT 
click on the link but instead forward the 
email to security.custcon@hmrc.gov.uk - 
HMRC will ONLY contact you by letter with 
a photograph for any driving/fixed penalty 
fines.
You should not give out any credit card 
or bank details to any person ringing or 
emailing you.
Name & address supplied

Dear Sir,
This is written on behalf of my son.
To all the unsuspecting men out there, 
beware, as there are some very evil women 
around.
Don’t ignore the warning signs of domestic 
abuse, like I did, act on them and run as fast 
as your legs can carry you and tell people 
what your abuser is doing to you. Please 
do not keep it to yourself hoping it will stop, 
because it won’t. Things will only get worse.
Yes “men” do suffer from domestic abuse, 
it is not just women who are victims. So get 
out and report these criminals before it is too 
late.
Don’t leave it like I did, you don’t get any 
medals for putting up with it, only humiliation 
and demoralization.
Their aim is to control and belittle you, this is 
not “love” it is CRUELTY.
But with love and care from my true friends, I 
will get through this nightmare.
You might not be so lucky, so please listen 
to my advice, get out now and keep your 
sanity. Remember, there are some good 
people out there - reach out to them.
These are words of a male victim, written by 
his mother, who directly becomes a victim of 
the abuser.
Name & address supplied

Male Victim 
Abuse is Real

The Methodist Church at Neville Parade is 
reopening for its first Service on Sunday 
27th September at 10.30am.
The Service will be led by our new 
Superintendent Minister Rev David 
Payne. A warm welcome awaits.
Strict social distancing rules will be in 
place.
It is with regret that due to the present 
restrictions our Christmas Crafts & Gift 
Fair will not be taking place this year.
Take care everyone and stay safe.

Methodist Church 
Services Resume

“NEWTON NEWS”
Deliverers Wanted

for all areas of the town

To put your name on our ‘Reserve List’

Telephone 01325 300212
“Earn some Pocket Money”

SUIT OVER 13 YEARS OR ACTIVE RETIREES
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Year 6  
Virtual Open Evening  

September 2021 Intake 
Greenfield Community College would like to invite you to our Virtual 
Open Event.   

If you are interested in joining our safe, secure and successful 
learning community in September 2021, then please join our 
VIRTUAL Open Evening ONLINE from Thursday 24th September, you 
can access a detailed tour of our school via the school website 
www.greenfieldschool.net  

If this does not answer all your questions then please email 
contact@greenfieldschool.net to make an appointment to either 
chat with Miss Davis or have a short tour of the school. 

Palram DPL Ltd, a plastic fabrication company based in Newton Aycliffe, has donated 
Perspex screens to Woodham Academy.
The transparent dividers allow teachers to see their students, and employees to see their 
co-workers in a safe way that adheres to new social distancing practices. The screens have 
been used in the school’s reception and IT departments.
Andrew Bell, Headteacher, said “myself and the staff are very grateful to Palram for their 
generosity and is another example of excellent community support in the town”.

Palram Donates Safety Screens 
to Woodham Academy

Amidst the turmoil that presented itself in 
March this year, the education landscape 
changed in Newton Aycliffe as Cath Sewell 
retired from her post at the Durham School 
Centred Initial Teacher Training Programme 
(SCITT).
Cath has been a devoted servant of 
education in the town since starting her 
career at Woodham in September 1972, 
during which time she had significant 
influence over the development of 
generations of young people.
Cath’s philosophy was very simple and 
was later embraced by the school as their 
motto ‘Achievement for All’. She was a 
great advocate for creating an inclusive 
education environment in which all students 
could thrive. Her nurturing approach made 
her a firm favourite with not only students, 
but colleagues too. Cath began her time 
at Woodham as an English teacher, but it 
was in her role as Head of Year that she 
was most prominent and had the greatest 
influence in the development of students 
within the school.
Given her vast skillset, it was inevitable that 
she would be promoted to a position on 
the school leadership team. Her strategic 
awareness and ability to communicate 
and inspire staff made her an extremely 
valuable member of the team. In addition 
to all of her work within the school, Cath 
was a huge advocate of students learning 
outside of the classroom and had a great 
desire to support staff in a wide range of 
educational environments and residential 
visits. She regularly contributed to the staffing 
of overseas visits to support students in 
broadening their educational experiences.
Although she finished her teaching role at 
Woodham in 2011, she still played a huge 
part in education, sharing her expertise and 
experience by training future teachers at 
the Durham SCITT which is managed by 
Woodham Academy. There will be many 
who have benefitted from Cath’s experience 
and will be indebted to her as a result of 
her unique skillset. Whether it be staff or 
students, people will have been positively 
influenced as a result of the time they spent 
with Cath. All of her previous colleagues 
would like to wish her a very happy 
retirement and thank her for the contributions 
she has made!

Happy 
Retirement Cath
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Part Time Vacancy
(hours to be arranged)

Duties include:
• Retail sales in store;

• Some assembly of frames;
• Assisting with specialist items

Customer facing.
A history of retail preferred and 

knowledge of working with machinery.
All training given.

Apply direct to Aycliffe Framers
Telephone: 01325 321280

/ 01740 658872

Do you want to be part of an amazing care team?
Check out the opportuni�es in Newton Aycliffe 

and County Durham on our website or give us a call:

141x 98mm

Police officers will be on hand to explain the 
new rules surrounding Coronavirus to our 
communities across County Durham and 
Darlington.
From Monday, 14th September people will 
be able to gather in groups of no more than 
six, whether indoors or outdoors, other than 
a handful of exceptions.
Throughout the pandemic, Durham 
Constabulary has worked with residents to 
engage, explain and encourage people to do 
the right thing to keep themselves and their 
neighbours safe.
Enforcement action, including dispersal 
orders and fixed penalty notices, will only be 
taken to resolve the situation with those who 
refuse to comply.
Officers will continue to be out in our 
communities over the coming weeks - 
engaging, explaining and encouraging 
people to act responsibly but, when 
necessary, we will take enforcement action.

Police Will Take 
Enforcement Action

Bethany House held an In-House Flower 
Festival on Wednesday 9th September and 
would like to share the above photograph 
with everybody.
The poppy arrangement is dedicated to our 
residents who have died this year “we will 
never forget you”. Families and friends you 
are always in our prayers.
Thank You Everybody
Residents living at Bethany House would like 
to say a huge thank you to the manager, Sue 
Foster, the whole staff team and Trinity Care 
Agency, for the care given and continued 
support they have received this year.
The staff team would like to take this 
opportunity and thank all the people who 
have kindly given us masks and gloves, 
when we struggled to get supplies. Also 
beautiful pictures from local schools, gifts, 
letters of hope, candles, cakes and sweets.
We thank the fire brigade for turning up and 
clapping with us key workers. The many 
singers and entertainers, Xcel church visitors, 
for giving up their precious time to see us all 
and Aycliffe Radio for the Memory Lane show 
broadcast weekdays 1-2pm.
I cannot name everyone but you all 
know who you are, we really appreciated 
everything and the kindness shown during 
the past months.
Everyone keep smiling and keep each other 
safe.
Debbie

Bethany House 
Flower Festival

Back in March, as the country went 
into lockdown, Supportive, a registered 
charity and not for profit organisation 
founded in 1994 helping people 
to achieve a better quality of life, 
immediately started to investigate how 
they could continue to support the people 
of County Durham to get to school and to 
much needed health appointments once 
restrictions were lifted.
With over 140 volunteer drivers, 
Supportive transport adults and children 
in support of Durham County Council 
and manage the Help to Health transport 
scheme in support of the Clinical 
Commissioning Groups.
As a significant proportion of the 
volunteering team are over the age of 60, 
and many over 70, it was important to 
find a way to welcome them back safely 
as the need for journeys began again. 
In conjunction with their domiciliary care 
service, Supportive staff dedicating time 
and resource and, with the application 
of some creative thinking, ensured 
the purchase of enough PPE and 
antibacterial solutions, made possible 
with added support and donations from 
businesses and individuals.
With safety of both passenger and 
volunteer driver in mind they developed 
a ‘Safety Kit’ complete with masks, 
wipes, googles, hand gel and gloves, 
held in a wipe down box with clip closing. 
Research was also conducted to find an 
easy to clean shield style solution that 
could be fitted to the volunteer’s car 
easily and without damage to the vehicle, 
creating a barrier between the front and 
rear seats.  After a number of sample 
tests, Supportive successfully found a 
Dutch manufacturer who supplied 100 
‘Driver Bubbles’.
The safety kits have been issued to 
all drivers and the bubbles are being 
fitted now to offer reassurance to 
passengers and give them the confidence 
to volunteer once more, knowing that 
they are prepared with safety measures 
in place. We are delighted to say that 
feedback from both passengers and the 
volunteer drivers has so far been very 
positive.
If you require information about Help to 
Health or are interested in becoming a 
volunteer driver go to helptohealth.org.uk 
or supportive.org.uk for details.

Keeping People 
Safe in Volunteer 
Transport
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SOCIALLYDISTANCEDPARKING INYOUR OWNPOD/AREA

Dear Sir,
In answer to Councillor Michael Stead’s poorly-researched and 
abusive letter in last week’s issue of the Newton News. I gave the 
reasons why I voted against his motion quite fully last week.
He alleges that I do not know what I am doing on the matter of 
double taxation. As the Chairman of the Larger Local Councils 
Committee in 2009/10, I represented the committee at the Durham 
County Consultative Committee and it was agreed that double 
taxation is unfair and obtained discretionary grants for all affected 
parish councils. Great Aycliffe received grants totalling £154,000 
over four years.  
His proposal that Great Aycliffe Town Council approach Durham 
County Council on its own would be doomed to failure. Durham 
County Council would not settle the issue with one council and 
ignore the claims of many other town and parish councils in County 
Durham.  
Councillor Stead goes on to quote that ‘a raft of services are 
provided in other areas’. He quotes three areas – Chester-le-Street, 
Crook and Consett.
Chester-le-Street is largely parished and has more parish councils 
than Aycliffe, for example Waldridge Parish Council, Pelton Parish 
Council, Lumley Parish Council, among others. Only the town centre 
and the Riverside area are unparished.
Now for Crook. Has he visited Crook and identified the raft of 
services provided? When I officially visited the area a number of 
years ago, with Councillor Bill Blenkinsopp, Crook had a welfare 
recreation area at Pease West (provided by the Miners’ Welfare 
Fund) and a very nice swimming baths. I visited Crook recently and 
did not see any rafts of new services, but the swimming baths have 
been demolished.
I have not visited Consett in recent years so I am unable to comment 
on what is provided by Durham County Council there. I do know 
it received assistance from a number of agencies to help the area 
recover after the closure of its steelworks.
Councillor Stead goes on to say that unparished areas have 
wonderful flower displays, which we get from our Town Council 
for an additional cost. He should check his facts before he goes 
into print. Yes, in Newton Aycliffe we have some wonderful flower 
displays, especially at the entrance to the town from the A167, down 
Central Avenue and around St Mary’s roundabout. This wonderful 
display was originally provided by Sedgefield Borough Council, is 
planted and maintained by Durham County Council and not Great 
Aycliffe Town Council. We do provide plants in our parks and 
Aycliffe Village.  
He then goes on to claim that we are paying £250 a year more 
Council Tax than other towns, without naming them. The figure of 
£250 is deceptive, as 74% of the rate payers in Newton Aycliffe 
live in Band A-C houses and pay far less than this amount. The 
following figures are taken from a document ‘Schedule of Council 
Tax by Town and Parish Councils Within Durham County Council 
2020/2021’. At Band D, these are Great Aycliffe £250, Chilton £218, 
Easington Colliery £272, Horden £305, Peterlee £285, Seaham 
£246, Shildon £275.  
Great Aycliffe Town Council budget is £1,717,500, of which £67,000 
is paid in providing the statutory services of cemeteries and 
allotments. All other services which are provided are discretionary.  
If Councillor Stead is proposing to reduce Town Council tax he 
has two main avenues - Raise the charges to the public or reduce 
services.
As we are preparing our Medium-Term Financial Plan and next 
year’s budget, I would be pleased to receive Councillor Stead’s 
proposals on which specific charges he wishes to increase, and 
which specific services he would propose to cut. Before he does so, 
I suggest he visits those councils mentioned above and check the 
services they provide, compared to those that the residents of Great 
Aycliffe receive.
I find his comments on the Town Council not being run efficiently 
offensive. Not only to all members of the Council, but also to our 
excellent staff members. What does he base this comment on? We 
have high level, independent auditors, who examine all areas of our 
finances annually. Over the past 13 years, from 2006-7 we have had 
the highest possible results, which in audit terms are ‘unqualified’ 
which means that the auditors have no adverse comments to 
make on our finances. We have, however, received many positive 
comments, the most important being that Great Aycliffe Town 

Council provides good value to its rate payers. Has Councillor Stead 
ever studied, or even seen, the auditors’ reports before making his 
outrageous comments?
Councillor Stead has shown time and time again that he has not 
done any serious investigations to so many items in his letter, he 
has not done his homework.
As for his attack on my leadership, Councillor Stead knows so little 
about me as a person or as a councillor that I won’t even comment 
on his allegations.
Finally, Councillor Stead states that the voters do not believe a 
word that we say ‘satisfaction surveys carried out in 2017 and 
2019 showed that 79% and 87% of those responded thought Great 
Aycliffe Town Council provided very good services and value for 
money’.
In my opinion, Councillor Stead is not really interested in the £5.61 
that he pays per year to Durham County Council and double 
taxation. That is 10p per week (if he saves it for a fortnight, he will 
be able to buy a carrier bag). No, it is all about next year’s County 
Council and Town Council elections. Why do I believe that? On 
seeing the motion that Councillor Stead presented to the Council, 
I sensed that all was not as it seemed so a number of enquiries 
were made to other councils and lo and behold we discovered that 
identical (down to every sentence, letter and full stop) motions were 
also put before Spennymoor and Shildon Town Councils. When 
confronted with these facts, Councillor Stead admitted in Council 
that this was a Liberal Party motion, that was being presented to 
other councils in the area. So, did Councillor Stead compose the 
motion or was it composed by person or persons outside of Aycliffe 
in an effort to discredit the County Council and Town Council. This 
was an underhand move at the very best, so who was really trying to 
pull the wool over who’s eyes? I will leave the reader to judge.
Councillor Bob Fleming
Chairman of Policy and Resources Committee
Leader of the Council

“I Will Leave The Reader to Judge for Themselves”
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Cockerton House   JE9 3LD notgnilraD ,daoR dnalkcuA tseW 11 ,
T 01325 482999   F 01325 482989

Surtees House
T 01325 318600
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E enquiries@whitehousefuneralservice.co.uk

Whitehouse Funeral Service Ltd   Reg No.  6984838

T 01325 482999    F     989284 52310 
W   ku.oc.ecivreslarenufesuohetihw.www 

E enquiries@whitehousefuneralservice.co.uk

Cockerton House, 11 West Auckland Road, Darlington DL3 9EJ 

John Whitehouse
Dip. F.D. L.M.B.I.F.D.

wh i tehouse
f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e

Whitehouse Funeral Service Ltd  Registration Number:  6984838 

Julie Whitehouse
Cockerton House, 11 West Auckland Road, Darlington DL3 9EJ

T 01325 482999   F 01325 482989
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Dear Sir,
It has emerged that 
a waste site which 
has been on fire 
for weeks was the 
subject of numerous 
complaints from 
residents in the area 
prior to the blaze.
The former Eldon 
Brickworks site, just 
a few miles from 
Newton Aycliffe has 
been on fire since 
Monday, 31st August 
and is set to continue burning for some time.
The fire has prompted Lib Dem councillors to call for a full 
investigation into what has happened at the site and a full review of 
waste sites across County Durham. They believe more needs to be 
done to ensure potential fires are avoided in the future.
Cllr. Mark Wilkes, Lib Dem shadow portfolio holder for 
neighbourhoods and climate change on Durham County Council, 
said: “It is very clear that the Council and others have been aware 
of problems with this site for some time, and we have discovered 
that some conditions of the original planning application were not 
implemented. Given the public health impact of what has happened, 
we believe there must be a full review of all waste sites across 
County Durham to make sure that they are safe for the environment, 
for local residents, and for those working at them.”
Great Aycliffe Town Councillor, Michael Stead, who visited the site 
this week comments: “I am getting regular complaints from residents 
about the smell from the burning of this toxic waste. Some residents 
with existing health issues are really struggling. We need to know 
how much longer this is going to last.”
The waste at the site is being control-burned for safety reasons 
and fumes can be smelt across whole swathes of County Durham. 
A multi agency team is working with site owners to address the 
problem.
I appears that as much as 4000 tonnes of waste was stored at 
the site. The site was only licensed for specific types of waste but 
general household waste was being stored at the site.
Labour-run Durham County Council has been aware of problems at 
the site for some time. 
Lib Dem Cllr. Stead says, “With such serious public health issues, 
some serious questions need answering. We have asked for a 
specific investigation in to what has happened at this site. I’m really 
concerned about people’s health.
Cllr. Stead has had residents contact him including one resident in 
Woodham who says their relative is really concerned due to having 
a lung condition.
Lib Dem councillors are also questioning if national agencies have 
the resources they need and believe residents should be getting 
proper updates on the fire.
Official Opposition Leader on Durham County Council, Amanda 
Hopgood, (Lib Dem) comments, “We need to be certain that the 
Environment Agency has the resources it needs to monitor these 
sites, and we have written to them asking various questions.
“However it is also clear that residents across the south of the 
County feel there has been a lack of adequate communication by 
our Labour-run council and their partners.”
Lib Dem councillors have contacted various County Council 
Departments, the Environment Agency, Public Health and County 
Durham & Darlington Fire and Rescue Service over the issue.

Eldon Fire Could Burn 
for Some Time

GCSE results day at 
Woodham Academy is 
always a highlight for all 
concerned. The ability 
to celebrate with our 
hard working students, 
recognising the five 
year journey they have 
completed, tops off an 
often hectic academic 
calendar.
With GCSE exams being 
cancelled this year, the school felt it was vital that these students 
didn’t miss out on this experience. A staggered timetable was 
created to help maintain social distancing, but this didn’t dampen the 
spirits of those who attended.
Deputy Headteacher, Sarah Dickinson, explains “We were clear 
from the outset that the efforts of these students needed to be 
celebrated. A professional photographer was hired to capture 
the moment students revealed their grades and could celebrate 
with family and friends. GCSE results are far more than a year 11 
experience. They recognise students’ full journey, one which we are 
proud to help them with. Well done and good luck to all our outgoing 
year 11’s.”

Woodham Year 11 
Results Day

Newton Aycliffe begin their campaign in the Buildbase FA Vase this 
weekend with a home tie against Barnoldswick Town.
The FA Vase gets underway this weekend despite last season’s final 
not having been played yet. The Consett / Hebburn final should have 
been played at Wembley on Sunday 27th September. However, 
this has now been postponed by the FA following the latest govt 
restrictions.
Meanwhile the 2020/2021 competition gets underway on Saturday 
19th September. Colin Stromsoy will be hoping his side can make 
amends for their early exit from the FA Cup. Barnoldswick Town of 
the North West Counties League will be the visitors to the Beaumont 
Landscapes Stadium. It won’t be their first visit. Aycliffe beat them 
3-0 in 2015/2016 in what proved to be our most successful Vase 
season, reaching the fifth round.
Barnoldswick exited the FA Cup last Saturday so, like Aycliffe, will 
be keen to get off to a good start in the Vase.
Kick off is 3pm on Saturday with admission £6 adults & £4 
concessions. It will be pay on gate but spectators are asked to bring 
exact change if possible to minimise cash handling. All spectators 
are required to participate in Track & Trace. This couldn’t be simpler 
if you have a smartphone. All you have to do is scan a QR code at 
the gate. If you don’t have a smartphone please fill in your details on 
the list as you come into the ground.
Aycliffe earned a point in a hard fought League game at home 
to Shildon last Saturday. The visitors took the lead in the second 
half but then had a man sent off for a dangerous tackle. Aycliffe 
equalised through a cracking goal from Ben Reay, scoring against 
his old club.
Newton Aycliffe were due to travel to Whitley Bay on Tuesday 22nd 
September. However, that game has been postponed as Bay will 
be playing in the FA Cup that night. It’s one of two fixtures which 
are awaiting a new date. Please keep up to date with fixtures at our 
website www.newtonaycliffefc.co.uk - This season is shaping up to 
be as challenging for the fixtures Secretary as it is for the players. 

N.A.F.C. REPORT
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After only one week of league fixtures, the rise in Covid-19 cases in 
South Tyneside, Sunderland and Gateshead, forced the Russell Foster 
League to cancel all fixtures for the next 2 weekends. This was a huge 
disappointment to all our Saturday girls and boys teams, after a long 
lay off during lockdown. Although the Teesside Junior Alliance League 
fixture schedule starts in October, those teams that were ready could 
start their season Sunday 13 September, giving an opportunity for two 
of our boys teams to finally play some league football.  
Fishburn Park 2 v 2 Under 14 Eagles 
The opening game of the season was a long trip to Whitby for the 
boys on a very windy day and a small pitch. The Eagles were told 
to play the ball on the floor but it was the home team that took the 
lead. Undeterred the boys got the equaliser just before half time, a 
1-2 in midfield set Jack Greenwell towards goal gliding past three 
defenders before tucking the ball away into the bottom corner, half 
time 1-1. The boys were playing some great football despite the 
strong wind, however, it was Fishburn who again took the lead from 
a scrappy corner. The Eagles then stepped up a gear having several 
opportunities to score when one on one with the keeper but he was 
having an outstanding day in goal, keeping his side in the lead. With 15 
minutes to go Noah Scott hit a great shot from outside the box, giving 
the keeper no chance this time, to score the equaliser and share the 
points. Full time 2-2. A great opening day was rounded off with team 
building at the beach and fish and chips.
Acklam U 10’s 2 - 5 U10’s Eagles
First game of the new season and the boys started well, applying loads 
of pressure and it wasn’t long before they were rewarded when Jayden 
managed to bag his first goal of the day for the Eagles. Aycliffe were 
working hard tracking back as a team but Acklam managed to squeeze 
one past our defence and find the back of the net, 1-1. The boys 
continued to push . . . Jayden again found himself in front of goal and 
buried the ball into the back of the net, 1-2.
Aycliffe were playing some fantastic football using the wingers out 
wide to drive into Acklams half and making some brilliant crosses into 
the box. Evan worked so hard in central midfield, keeping possession 
and playing in his team mates. Lucas made a run down the right and 
with his quick feet took it round the Acklam defender and smashed 
the ball into the goal, 1-3. Acklam weren’t giving up though and again 
managed to get a goal back before the ref blew for half time, 2-3. 
Second half saw the boys hungry for more goals and you could tell 
they weren’t wanting to let their lead go, as they continued to play 
some great passing football. Again the Eagles attacked with Jayden 
on the ball using his strength to keep possession and take it round the 
Acklam defenders to score for his hat trick, 4-2. The boys were now 
dominating and attacking as a team creating plenty of chances in front 
of goal. Another great bit of team play when Dan C slotted through an 
inch perfect ball to Riley in front of goal to score, full time, 2-5.
Fantastic all round team performance today with every player 
contributing to the win. Working hard in all positions and a great way 
to start the new season. MOM went to Jayden, not only for his three 
goals but an outstanding performance. 
In the development game the boys continued to play great team 
football and managed a clean sheet whilst also bagging themselves six 
goals, from Krystian x 2, Riley, Lucas, Nathan and Dan C.
MOM in this game went to Carter for a fantastic defensive 
performance. All the boys were great today in both matches, great start 
to the season lads, keep up the fantastic work.
ADULTS TEAMS
Newton Aycliffe Women 2 v 6 Bishop Auckland Ladies
A disappointing result for the Women at a blustery Oakleaf, we opted 
to kick into the wind and uphill for the first half in order to make it 
easier in the second half it turned out to be a bad decision. Bishop 
went into a 0-3 lead within 15 minutes before Aycliffe hit back, Lottie 
drove the ball out of defence and played a ball over the top for Katie 
to run onto, Katie placed the ball over the on-rushing keeper to make 
it 1-3 half time, with all to play for the second half kicked off and the 
wind dropped, Bishop went on to score a further 3 goals with Aycliffe 
managing one more, Jordan with a left footed corner curled in at the 
near post.
Final score 2-6, definitely a game we all need to learn lessons from.
Redcar Athletic Under 23’s 6 v 4 Aycliffe Under 23’s
The U23s travelled away to the side expected to be in the top two in 
the league, having suffered two heavy defeats last year to the same 
team, it was a good chance to see how we have progressed. Aycliffe 
started the game kicking into the wind with the intention of defending 
deep and going into the second half still in the game.
Aycliffe found themselves on the back foot, this was mainly down to 
the wind, but our formation was keeping Redcar to long range shots 
which Carl Robinson in the Aycliffe goal was always comfortable 
dealing with. We soon put Redcar under pressure and a misplaced 
pass from their back line found Sam Thompson, he found the back 
of the net. A well worked corner from Redcar lead to their equaliser 
and right on half time they were rewarded a penalty kick which was 

converted to go in at half time 2-1.
Some strong Northern league players were brought on at half time and 
this made the difference and within five minutes of the second half we 
found ourselves 4-1 down. We continued to attack and Sam Thompson 
grabbed his second of the game. At the other end Carl Robinson was 
helped by his defence to keep us in the game.
Redcar scored their fifth but Aycliffe still refused to give in and Jay 
Bateman produced a nice turn and finish from outside the box to make 
it 5-3, with fifteen minutes to go Redcar added their 6th, again from a 
corner. With five minutes left Aycliffe added their 4th from the penalty 
spot when Richard Murray fired home. Excellent effort from every 
member of the squad.
If you need any further information on any of our boys and girls teams 
go to our web site www.nayfc.com - For information on our Wildcats 
Girls Development or Little Eagles Boys development sections for 4-8 
year olds, contact Berni 07939 045242.

Youthy Boys Teams Take Centre Stage

Tickets available on www.skiddle.com - £20.00 PER CAR (not per person)

All occupants must have their own seat, up to fi ve (No vans or mini buses)

Refreshments and full bar available; toilets & sanitiser station on site.

(Do not bring alcohol onto this licensed premises)

All cars will be socially distanced parked.

ROF59 Rear Field

Saturday 19th September

from 6.00pm till 10.00pm (gates open 5.30pm)

Cheesy Pop Party  2
Present a DRIVE IN

The Ultimate Poptastic Party Extravaganza

All The Greatest Hits and Iconic Dance 

Moves from a memorable era . . . 

A High Energy, Full Costume 

Show with classic ‘Pop’ songs.

SOCIALLY

DISTANCED

PARKING IN

YOUR OWN

POD/AREA
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ALCO DRINKS 
Budweiser - £2.69
300ml bottle, 4.5% vol

Kronenbourg 1664 - £2.35
275ml bottle, 5.0%vol               

Birra Moretti - £2.35
330ml bottle, 4.6%vol

Bulmers Crushed Berry No 17 - £2.25
500ml bottle, 4%vol

Peroni - £2.25
330ml bottle, 5.1% vol

SPIRIT AND MIXER CANS
Jack Daniels And Cola - £2.79
330ml can, 5% vol overall          

Pimms And Lemonade - £2.35
250ml, 5.4% vol overall              

Captain Morgan And Cola - £2.35
250ml can, 5% vol overall

Bacardi And Cola - £2.29
250ml can, 5%vol overall

Malibu And Cola - £2.29
250ml can, 5%vol overall

Smirnoff Vodka And Cola - £1.69
250ml can, 5% overall vol

COCKTAILS
Our very own interpretation on popular 
cocktails, menu built working with and 
inspired by Matt a US Master Bartender who 
gave us his time to develop our menu. All 
cocktails are Ice based and served with 50ml 
spirits.

Buy Any 3 x Cocktails - £10.00

Sin Gin - £4.00
Herbal Gin from the Aviator Gin Bar c/w 
mixed fruit juices. 15%abv

Less Of The Passion - £4.00
Vodka and passion fruit juice 15%abv

More Passion - £4.00
Bacardi with passion fruit juices 15%abv

Less 2 C Tennessee - £4.00
Jack Daniels with lime, mint and fruit juices 
15%abv

Ginesis - £4.00
Herbal Gin from the Aviator Gin Bar, Lime, 
Mint and fruit juices 15%abv

Strawberry Blonde - £4.00
Vodka, Strawberry fruit juices 15%abv

Strawberry Coleen - £4.00
Gin from the Aviator Gin Bar, strawberry fruit 
juices 15%abv

Pinarita - £4.00
Tequila, coconut and pineapple fruit juices 
15%abv  

S N C Daiquiri - £4.00
Bacardi & fruit juices 15%abv

Cheer Cheer - £4.00
Vodka, coconut and pineapple fruit juices 
15%abv

Bulletproof Martini - £4.00
Bacardi, soft chocolate coffee expresso

Jaydee Wake Up - £4.00
Jack Daniels, soft chocolate and coffee 
expresso 15%abv

Dis Honest - £4.00
Disaronno and soft chocolate coffee expresso 
15%abv

Irish Coffee Expresso - £4.00
Baileys, soft chocolate coffee expresso

ALCO SLUSH
We operate a strict challenge 25 policy, all 
drivers wear bodycam recording devices.

Any 4x Alco Slushes - £12.00

Herbal Gin Cola Slush - £3.79

Herbal Gin Sour Apple Slush - £3.79

Herbal Gin Blue Raspberrt Slush - £3.79

Herbal Gin Cherry Slush - £3.79

Sambuca Sour Cherry Slush - £3.65

Sambuca Cherry Slush - £3.65

Sambuca Blue Raspberry Slush - £3.65

Sambuca Cola Slush - £3.65

Vodka Cola Slush - £3.59

Vodka Sour Apple Slush - £3.59

Vodka Cherry Slush - £3.59

Vodka Blue Raspberry Slush - £3.59

Bacardi Cola Slush - £3.59

Bacardi Sour Apple Slush - £3.59

Bacardi Cherry Slush - £3.59

Bacardi Blue Raspberry Slush - £3.59

Jack Daniels Cola Slush - £3.59

Jack Daniels Cherry Slush - £3.59

Jack Daniels Blue Raspberry Slush - £3.59

Jack Daniels Sour Apple Slush - £3.59

Captain Morgan Cherry Slush - £3.59

Captain Morgan Cola Slush - £3.59

Captain Morgan Sour Apple Slush - £3.59

Captain Morgan Blue Raspberry Slush - £3.59

Tequila Cola Slush - £3.59

Tequila Sour Apple Slush - £3.59

Tequila Blue Raspberry Slush - £3.59

Tequila Cherry Slush - £3.59

Disaronno Cherry Slush - £3.59

Disaronno Blue Raspberry Slush - £3.59

Disaronno Cola Slush - £3.59

Disaronno Sour Apple Slush - £3.59

Malibu Cola Slush - £3.59

Malibu Sour Apple Slush - £3.59

Malibu Cherry Slush - £3.59

Malibu Blue Raspberry Slush - £3.59

WINES
All orders containing alcohol must be paid 
by card. Drivers carry out Challenge 25 
identification checks to comply with legislation 
and license laws. Shake’n’cake operate a strict 
no ID - no sale policy. Over 18’s only.

Prosecco 200 Ml - £3.50
Canti Prosecco 200ml single bottle 11%vol

Echo Falls White Zinfandel Rose 187 Ml - £2.85
Miniature single serving 187ml, 10.5%vol  

Echo Falls Chardonnay 187 Ml - £2.85
Miniature bottle single serving 187ml, 12.5%vol

COCKTAILCOCKTAIL
ONLINE DELIVERY SERVICE, 5-10PM, 7 DAYS A WEEK - WWW.SHAKENCAKE.CO.UK
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Newton News Editor, Paul 
Howarth, obtains a Read-For-
Free-Deal for his readers!
Starting today, ending midnight 
30th September, spread the 
word among family, friends and 
colleagues and read this exciting 
thriller novel, free of charge on 
mobile, tablet and PC devices. 
Go to, www.ardengrant.com 
- click on Promotion in the 
menu bar and enter password: 
newtonian (case sensitive).

LET THE
SECRETS
UNFOLD
With roots planted firmly in 
Newton Aycliffe, Paul Howarth, 
editor of the Newton News, 
catches up with Arden Grant, a high school friend and author of, ‘The 
Fuzidon, Will you die to live again?’ Clinching a FREE read deal for 
his avid readers in a candid conversation, Paul asks about Arden’s 
life journey and finds out where the inspiration came from to write his 
epic thriller - one that interlinks three worlds.

The Interview
Paul: “I bump into some of your siblings at times when they come 
into the shop. How many brothers and sisters do you have?”
Arden: “Four and four. I’m the second youngest of nine, making it five 
brothers. 
Paul: “When you finished school at the Avenue Comprehensive, what 
did you do? As I remember you had a passion for cars.”
Arden: “I suppose most teenagers did back then, until you pulled up 
in a van splashed with Night Owl Roadshow across it. I never figured 
you for a DJ?” (Paul laughed).
Paul: “I believe that was around the same time you opened your first 
business on Aycliffe Industrial Estate?”
Arden: “Yes, kit cars. I was a young, budding entrepreneur. It was 
short lived, though I did manage to make the front cover of some car 
magazine after exhibiting at the Great Aycliffe Show.”
Paul: “What made you decide to leave your home town?”
Arden: “That’s a loaded question.”
Paul: “Would you care to elaborate?”
Arden: “Back then I was going through a lot of soul searching. But I 
recall one specific night when I was at an all-time low. The air was 
brisk. The sky was clear. Filled with frustrations, I walked to the 
garden gate and looked to the stars. I began muttering my inner 
thoughts aloud, questioning my purpose, like one does in difficult 
times. All of a sudden, a rush of adrenalin coursed through my veins. 
My heart raced, it was hard to breath. My hands started to shake. It 
was only moments, but it scared me. I felt my life was about to come 
to an abrupt end.”
Paul: “Did this ever happen again?”
Arden: “Once in 2006. Maybe we’ll come back to that later.”
Paul: “Then let’s talk about the time between then and now. Tell me a 
bit about your life, where you were, what career path you took before 
you decided to write.
Arden: “I don’t think we’ve got a year to spare. But I’ll paint you the 

picture in broad strokes. Over the course of two decades I went in 
search of my destiny. I travelled a fair portion of the world starting in 
Europe. I connected to a few business owners. Being entrepreneurial 
I negotiated a deal paid on results. I felt I could do a better job than 
what others had been doing for them. It was a long shot but I was 
motivated. With no risk to them, it worked out and new doors of 
opportunity opened. After that, I travelled globally, both as a trainer, 
trouble shooter and sales director for companies in hospitality and 
real estate sectors.”
Paul: “Did you miss your home town?”
Arden: “I did, but when you’re living in the moment, it’s rare to get 
time for yourself, and even harder to revisit family back home.”
Paul: “Any regrets?”
Arden: “Sure, many. To others, it might seem a glorious way to live, 
in reality, it was a pressure cooker. Like New Yorkers said to me, five 
years in the Big Apple is like one in Europe.”
Paul: “So when did you realise your years went by so quickly?”
Arden: “The day I saw you again.” Arden laughed.
Paul: “Very funny. I see you never lost your sense of humour. So 
when exactly did you decide to change your career direction?” 
Arden: “That was about five years ago, that’s when I decided to write 
more seriously. But three years ago, writing became my primary 
focus.”
Paul: “Your novel is somewhat of an epic, my wife’s read it and her 
words after finishing it were, I want more! Where did the inspiration 
behind such a tale come from?”
Arden: “Well, the truth is quite unbelievable.”
Paul: “I’m sure we would all like to know.”
Arden: “Do you remember the opening scene in chapter two of my 
book?”
Paul: “I do.”
Arden: “Putting the fiction aside, that morning when cold winds blew, 
drizzle fell, and dark clouds met with crashing waves, in reality that 
was me in 2006, jogging barefoot along the beach. Just like the time 
I mentioned walking to the garden gate, a short time before I left 
Aycliffe, I spoke out once more in frustration. Actually, I screamed.”
Paul: “And is this when you felt that same sensation for the second 
time?” 
Arden: “Yes, but on this occasion as adrenalin flowed, a story so 
vivid and overwhelming gushed into mind, swamping all other 
thoughts I had. Stupefied, I froze for a few moments. Afraid I’d 
lose the narrative thrown my way, I ran to a small beach shack and 
scribbled on more than fifty paper napkins.”
Paul: “And that’s how the story came to you?”
Arden: “The skeleton outline, yes. The storyline was a gift, yet a gift 
that taunted me to write and rewrite time and time again, until it all 
made sense and I typed the words, The End. Bizarre, isn’t it, how the 
universe challenges you before it gives back?”
Paul: “Which means?”
Arden: “This is what I asked for Paul, back at 
the garden gate, all those years ago. It seems 
I had to have first lived life’s course, to become 
worthy to have been handed this particular tale!”
Paul: “Then it’s been a long journey.”
Arden: “That it has, and yet the end is just 
beginning.”
------------------------------------------------------------
Who is the Newtonian author going under 
the pseudonym Arden Grant?
Email your guess to paul@newtonnews.co.uk 
If you’re right, the author will personally reply.

Exclusive Read-For-Free-Deal For Newton News 
Readers, Plus Candid Interview With The Author
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Parliament 
Talk

Last week started with me attending what is known as a Delegated 
Legislation Committee (DL). This particular DL was on the industrial 
training levy for the engineering construction industry and enacted for the 
levy from industry to be continued to support industrial training. This was 
passed unanimously by all parties. 
Last Wednesday was National Farming Day and I was proud to be able 
to support our farmers in Westminster after Prime Ministers Questions. 
On Thursday I was pleased to join the launch of the Climate Assembly 
UK and its report on the path to ‘Net Zero’. This was an assembly of 
people from all demographics and regions and provided very valuable 
contributions to the debate on our future path. Later in the day I 
contributed to the debates on Aviation, where I supported the value of 
regional airports like Teesside, and on Tourism where my focus was on 
the difficulties facing the coach industry, and I was able to reference them 
as the glue that connects all aspects of tourism.
Friday was a “sitting Friday” which happens several times a year. I 
participated in debates and I was pleased to be able to voice my support 
on the importance of Credit Unions within communities before travelling 
back to Sedgefield. As you may have seen in the press, in the early 
evening the Prime Minister held a zoom call with many Conservative 
MP’s and I joined the call. This was to inform us personally about the 
Internal Markets Bill to be debated this week.
Over the weekend I went to see Newton Aycliffe draw 1-1 with Shildon 
at Moore Lane in the Northern League and then saw part of the young 
cricket 2nds playing Maltby. It was a lovely Saturday afternoon for 
watching and playing sport and it was great to see people enjoying 
themselves, of course with sensible social distancing employed. I hope to 
get there again next week to see the final game of the season for Newton 
Aycliffe cricket first team.
This Monday started with support for national Road Safety by firstly a 
trip to Dean Bank School to talk to an assembly, then supporting the 
neighbourhood police team in their efforts in Newton Aycliffe. 
I then travelled to Westminster for the Internal Markets Bill. There has 
been a lot of emotive debate suggesting that this was a vote to break 
the law. This is not the case, the vote was to give the Bill a second 
reading and move it to the committee stage. At this point more detail 
is examined and amendments considered. There is also a context in 
which to consider the potential scale or significance of a potential dispute 
between UK law as mandated by Parliament and EU legislation through 
the Withdrawal Agreement. The European Court of Auditors stated in 
September that 15 EU states had breached EU rules in agreeing bilateral 
commercial deals, the German courts have ruled that they had the 
ability to determine when and if Germany is subordinate to EU law. This 
Bill is working on the same premise that, as stated in section 38 of the 
European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2020, that the Parliament of the UK is 
Sovereign.
The Bill strengthens our Union in many ways and is intended to put in 
place a last resort “break glass” clause to be used as in an absolute last 
resort should the EU effectively break the law by acting in bad faith in the 
Joint Committee. I absolutely hope that negotiations will, as intended, 
find a way to resolve checks to Northern Ireland through the protocol or 
a new free trade agreement and I was pleased with the Prime Minister’s 
assurances that we will continue to use mechanisms such as the joint 
committee to resolve disputes. I voted in favour of a second reading of 
this bill.
I have received many, very vocal representations, on this Bill from 
constituents who have strong views in both directions. I will consider all 
views as we continue the debate on this over the coming days and I look 
forward to listening and learning more about this incredibly important 
subject before voting on its further stages.
We are all aware that we are seeing some increases in Covid positive 
tests, both nationally and close to our region. Please can I implore 
everyone to do the right thing to look after you, your friends and family 
and the broader population. Please wash your hands regularly, wear a 
face mask when required and give people as much space as practical. 
All of these actions are proven to drastically reduce transmission and 
increase the prospect of us all having as “normal” a life as possible.
If you need a test then information is available at www.durham.gov.uk/
coronavirus where there is information on help and assistance available 
for anyone who may struggle to self-isolate. Help can also be accessed 
by calling the County Durham Together hub on 03000 260 260 between 
9.00am until 5.00pm Monday to Friday. Testing capacity has increased 
substantially but the demand has increased even faster, if you have 
problems sourcing a test please let us know and we will do our best to 
help.
Have a good week and stay safe.
Paul Howell, Member of Parliament for Sedgefield 
Paul.Howell.MP@Parliament.uk    -    01325 790580

Dear Sir,
On Sunday 24th August a couple of dozen people - with the 
permission of the authorities - created an artwork on Palace Green, 
setting out 750 pairs of children’s shoes to illustrate the danger of 
Climate Change to the next generation. Two senior local politicians - 
the Leader of Gateshead Council and the MP for Durham City - joined 
me to congratulate and thank them.
It is beyond sanity to say that these earnest and gentle people - or 
indeed the three speakers - were trying to ‘overthrow Democracy’, as 
Mr Alastair Welsh screamed in last week’s Newton News.
NOT TRUE
Mr Welsh then went on to make some direct misrepresentations about 
me, which need correcting.
I am NOT ‘evil’, neither am I a ‘cancer’ - what kind of human being 
calls other people such things?
I am NOT a member of Momentum, neither am I a Marxist/Communist. 
Mr Welsh flings these terms as abuse-words but they have precise 
meanings. By contrast my Labour Party membership card tells me that 
politically and economically it is ‘a Democratic Socialist Party’, and that 
is the only political label he can truthfully attribute to me.
I am NOT ‘anti-capitalist’. My ‘other job’ at Durham County Council (as 
Cabinet Support: Economy and Regeneration) is to promote economic 
growth, and in 2017 I was named ‘Aycliffe Ambassador’ for the way I 
encourage local businesses. I seek a strong, resilient economy which 
provides people with fulfilling, prosperous jobs … and it is not ‘anti-
capitalist’ to want that economic model to operate in a way which does 
not ruin the climate or abandon large numbers of people to food banks, 
homelessness and in-work poverty.
ACTUAL DEMOCRACY
Being a member of Momentum, a Marxist, a Communist or anti-
capitalist are all allowed political opinions in our free society … but they 
are labels incorrectly applied to me.
Most of all, I am NOT anti-democratic. I remind readers that the 
three speakers, including myself, were all *elected* to our positions; 
by contrast, it is Mr Welsh who is the self-appointed demagogue, 
presuming to speak on behalf of a populace who have not asked him 
to represent them.
Mr Welsh – without any respect for truth or reason – simply throws 
mud in the hope that by constant repetition some of it will stick.
John D Clare

MISREPRESENTATIONS

It’s been a very 
busy week for us 
with admissions and 
releases. We have 
released quite a few, 
maybe six, with plans 
to release more by 
the end of this week, 
weather permitting.
We still have babies 
coming in and they are 
not alone with internal 
parasites, they do take 
some time to clear 
them up so if you see a 
little one out during the 
day alone please take 
action, bring him or her 
indoors out of the way 
of predators and they also need warming through.
It’s come to our attention that some people have witnessed children 
poking hedgehogs with sticks, this behaviour has to be stopped, be 
aware of what your children are doing, these mammals have quite 
enough to contend with as it is. 
We have two babies in, both under 200grams, their progress is slow 
but progress is sure.
Weekly Tip: Ring the British Hedgehog Preservation Society 
for help advice, and a rehabber, if you see a sick, orphaned or 
injured hedgehog on 01584 890801.
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Two women have raised more than £1000 for The Little Princess 
Trust after donating their long locks to the charity. 
Olivia McHale and Hillary Delve, who work at Crafter’s Companion 
based in Newton Aycliffe, recently had seven inches and 14 inches 
respectively, cut off at The Salon in Coundon. Throughout the 
past few weeks the pair have also been fundraising for the charity, 
managing to smash their £600 target by raising more than £1000. 
This is the first time Olivia has donated her hair to The Little 
Princess Trust and Hillary’s second time, the first being in March 
2018. The hair has been sent to the charity and will be made into 
special wigs. 
The Little Princess Trust provides free real hair wigs to children and 
young people, up to 24 years, who have lost their own hair through 
cancer treatment or other conditions.
Established in 2006, the charity has supplied over 8000 wigs to 
children and young people and has invested approximately £5 
million into ground-breaking childhood cancer research. 
Hillary said: “My reason for supporting The Little Princess Trust is 
that they don’t just help children and young people with just one 
particular illness. They focus on supporting the mental health of all 
children with any life-altering illness and I am overjoyed that we have 
been able to raise some money for them.”
Olivia said: “The reason I wanted to get involved was that, while we 
haven’t had childhood cancer or any sort of illnesses that causes 

Crafters Brave the Chop for The Little Princess Trust

Dear Sir,
In response to criticisms in last week’s Newton News:
(1) DECLARING AN INTEREST
Cllr. Chandran knows full well that the rules do not allow a councillor 
to take part in a decision which might affect them financially. Since 
double taxation will affect Durham County Council, which pays 
my councillor’s allowance, I consulted the DCC legal officers, who 
informed me in writing that, yes, I should declare an interest. 
I am sure Cllr. Chandran thinks he knows better. But what kind of 
councillor do you want - one who breaks the rules if it suits him, or 
councillors like the five County Councillors who listened to the legal 
advice?
The other reason I left the meeting, of course, is that DCC 
Councillors see a different side to double taxation to the Town 
Councillors, and I felt it important that, on this issue, the decision 
should be the Town Council’s alone. As it was, the Town Councillors 
saw through Cllr. Stead’s electioneering motion and turned it down; 
but can you imagine what the opposition would be saying now if any 
County Councillors’ votes had been included in that result - I suspect 
they would be shouting ‘FINANCIAL INTEREST!’ just as loudly as 
they are crying ‘DISGUSTED!’ now.
(2) DOUBLE TAXATION
I am the County Councillor whom Cllr. Robson acknowledged had 
written about double taxation “in a lucid and intelligent way” on social 
media, and you can read what I wrote here: bit.ly/DTmotion
Double Taxation is NOT a clash between councillors who care about 
Newton Aycliffe and those who do not. It is a wrangle between the 
Town Council and the County Council about which of them should 
pay for certain services.  
In short, the Town Council provides some services that, strictly, it 
need not provide, but does so because it believes that it can do so 
in a more immediate and informed way. It just thinks that the County 
Council ought to help with the costs. 
The inevitability of that matter however is that - whichever Council 
stumps up - we are going to have to hand over some of our Council 
Tax to pay for those services.
The difference it would make to our Council Tax bill is, genuinely, 
pennies.
Cllr. John D Clare

TWO RESPONSES

Dear Sir,
Cllr. Stead’s campaign to cut your council tax is a lie.
New candidates do turn up from time to time claiming this and they 
are always popular! But they are talking nonsense about things they 
do not understand. (Or do understand, but are happy to lie for the 
chance of a £13k allowance.)
HOW IS THIS?
About 15% of your ‘council tax’ bill does not go to the Council at all, 
it is the money you pay towards the Fire and Police services. Cllr. 
Stead will NOT be able to change that. Of the rest, slightly under 
three quarters goes towards funding the revenue services of Durham 
County Council (DCC).
Council services divide into two types, ‘statutory’ (services required 
by law), and ‘discretionary’ (services the council chooses to provide 
for the benefit of residents). After ten years of government cuts 
requiring savings of a quarter of a billion pounds a year by the 
County Council, almost all remaining DCC services are statutory (and 
cut to the bone). Because of this, DCC has little leeway to reduce its 
costs (and its Council Tax). Cllr. Stead will NOT be able to find any 
major savings at DCC.
Finally, the Town Council does provide some discretionary services, 
and these are included in the 11% of your overall council tax bill 
which goes to the Town Council. Therefore, as a Town Councillor, 
it is true Cllr. Stead might have some leeway to suggest some cuts 
there, which will reduce your council tax bill.
HOWEVER:
1. For all his boasts, and after three months on the Town Council, 
he sat in this year’s budget meeting and failed to come up with a 
single suggestion to reduce your council tax.
2. Don’t forget that every time the Town Council has suggested 
cutting one of its discretionary services (e.g. Santa Tours, Fireworks 
display) the opposition has whipped up an outcry to STOP it.
3. Even if Cllr. Stead gets the County Council’s Double Taxation 
grant restored, the cost of that will have to be added to the DCC 
element of your Council Tax bill, and Cllr. Clare has calculated that 
it would knock just 10p a week off the Town Council element of your 
bill.
Cllr. Stead’s campaign to reduce your council tax is a deception and 
a fraud upon your intelligence. We doubt Cllr. Stead has a clue HOW 
he intends to reduce your Council Tax Bill by any significant amount.
We challenge Cllr. Stead to come up with some costed suggestions, 
and to tell us how much they will reduce our council tax bill. We 
predict that it will boil down to dark (and untrue) mutterings about 
‘efficiency’ and mythical ‘reserves’.
(And, PS: Cllr. Stead, don’t forget to run your suggestions past your 
LibDem masters before you comment. This year the only thing they 
suggested at Budget was to spend £½ million MORE!)
Sedgefield CLP Campaigns Team

Can He Do It, No He Can’t!

hair loss in our family, I saw the effect that the chemotherapy 
treatments had on my grandma and how her confidence took a 
knock after losing her hair. 
“She had a fake hair wig that she didn’t enjoy wearing so she stuck 
to head coverings. I know that if she had a real hair wig, that was 
similar to her style, she would’ve been a lot happier. I can only 
imagine what sort of effect that losing your hair would have on a 
child or young person, so I feel really strongly about the charity and 
the work it does.”
You can support Olivia and Hillary by donating here: https://www.
justgiving.com/team/olivia-mchale
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In a quiet week, which would normally see the biggest running event 
in the north east race calendar, many members of Aycliffe Running 
Club still threw themselves into the spirit of things by running their 
own half marathon to participate in the virtual ‘Great North Run Re-
imagined’, with some members also raising money for their chosen 
charities.
The only race performances for the club came at the Castleton 
Show Run, which still went ahead despite the cancellation of the 
show itself. With club championship points on the line, first home 
for the club, and first in his age category (Vet 60), was Andy Talbot, 
who completed the undulating six-mile race in 43:32. 
Trish Kay was next across the finish line in a time of 56:10, and 
Trish was followed home by David Stothard in 58:27.     
If you have any queries about the activities of Aycliffe Running Club, 
please visit our website www.ayclifferunningclub.org.uk, or contact 
the Club’s Secretary, Donna, at ayclifferunningclub@gmail.com 
Photographs provided courtesy of David ASPIN

Greenfield Community College 
are pleased to celebrate the many 
achievements and progress made by their 
students over recent months.
The latest edition of ‘The Achiever’, 
has been published to mark the 
accomplishments and resilience 
of students as they have faced 
unprecedented challenges.  Highlights 
from the latest edition feature individual 
and group successes, including the 
recognition the school has received 
from external agencies through awards, 
success in online learning and career 
news.  
Although the last few months have been 
challenging for everyone, students have been supported throughout 
and this edition gives the staff and young people the opportunity to 
voice their appreciation.  
Executive Headteacher, David Priestley’s opening message sets 
the tone for the publication “I am delighted to see our Greenfield 
community working together to achieve the very best for our 
students and their next steps.  This edition of The Achiever 
celebrates some of the ways we are moving forward and preparing 
everyone to be future ready.”
The edition can be accessed online via the school website www.
greenfieldschool.net.  Thank you to all who have contributed and to 
ffreshcreative for design. 
Greenfield Community College are committed to supporting young 
people and providing high quality learning experiences that help 
students to be the best that they can be. The school will continue 
to offer its broad and balanced curriculum that gives students 
opportunities to reach their full potential

Greenfield Achievements 
Celebrated in Publication

Aycliffe Radio have organised a series of successful ‘Drive In’ 
events over the summer at ROF59, working closely with the county 
council and police to ensure the events were following government 
advice and offering an opportunity for residents to enjoy themselves.
During the course of these events we received visits from a 
County Licensing Enforcement Officer and the local police, all of 
who expressed their satisfaction at the way the events had been 
organised and conducted on the day.
The Aycliffe Radio team conducted regular DB level tests and were 
constantly under the recommended levels. Although a few noise 
complaints were received, this was put down to the wind carrying the 
sound or other parties/events being held elsewhere in the town.
At the time of going to print the latest government advice was that:
• Only groups of up to SIX from the same household/bubble can 
be together, however we permit up to FIVE in a car;
• Track & Trace should be completed by all that attend any events.
Not following these guidelines could see the ticket holder and their 
car being refused entry and possibly fined.
CHEESY POP PARTY 2
The first Cheesy Pop Party was a huge success, so the second has 
been ramped up with a Cheesy Pop act; 3 Steps 2 Venga who will 

SAFE TO ATTEND DRIVE IN EVENTS AT ROF59
perform two live shows on the night of Saturday 19th September 
between 6.00pm and 10.00pm (gates open 5.15pm).
Tickets for this event are £20 per car (maximum 5 occupants).
All profits from Aycliffe Radio Drive In events will be donated to 
local charities and food banks.
ROF59 ANNUAL MUSIC FESTIVAL
ROF59 present their annual Music Festival on Saturday 26th 
September, which has been extended to include a “Kids Fest” on the 
afternoon (12-4.30pm).
The Kids Fest will showcase Infinity Dance Company, singers from 
“Sing It” music school, Professor Nincompoop, Juggler, Stilt Walker, 
Aycliffe’s Got Talent winner Aimee B, Turners Fairground and, if 
available, local fire engine and police car.
The evening session (5.30-10pm), will include performances from 
local artistes The Thieves, The Happening, Hollywood Boredom, 
Harris Tweed & His Rocking Band as well as Jay Murray.
Tickets for both events can be bought online at skiddle.com or from 
ROF59 reception.
Prices are £10 per car for the afternoon session; £20 per car for the 
evening or £25 for a full day access ticket.
All events will have cars socially distance parked with room for 
your chairs and space to have a dance and enjoy yourself in 
your own socially distanced pod/area.
NOTE: Prices are per car, not per person, so five people in the 
car, gives you a full day access ticket for £5 per person.
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Stop Clicking Around
Visit Newton News
online for your local
DAILY news feed

www.newtonnews.co.uk

For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338
waterways@talktalk.net

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs    Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes    Power Flushing

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596

Mobile 07931 591381

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs
Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing
Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

NC PLUMBING Services
All plumbing requirements undertaken

From a drip to a full bathroom refit
Complete bathroom specialist

Full tiling and wall cladding service
Full power flush service - No job too small

Central heating problems repaired

Neil 07882 233219 or 01325 589224
out of hours call out available

01325 589224

W. HEATHCOTE
Plumbing

and Heating
Services

Time served tradesman
Over 40 years experience

Boiler Installations
Boiler Servicing & Repairs

Call Out Service
Power Flushing

General Plumbing Work

01325 307 052
07595 051 717

www.wheathcote.com

 
 
 

ELITE PLUMBING 
SERVICES

Dripping Taps - Problem Toilets
Replacement Taps

Radiators Repaired or Replaced
Boiler Servicing and Repair

NO JOB TOO SMALL
NO CALL OUT CHARGE

Scott 07949 054947

Plumbing

JK Roofing & Building
All Roofing and Building work undertaken

• Full Roofs  • Extensions  • Felt Roofs
• UPVC Fascias/Soffits  • Dry Verge/Ridge
Free estimates:

Tel: 07596 801534
or 07562 439455

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed
Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling

Felting & Pointing - Guttering
Fibre glass flat roofing

With 20 Years Guarantee
Free Estimates

Tel: 01388 605489
07986 217936

BREWARD
roofi ng contractors

Serving the region since 1945
• New Roofs • Flat Roofs •
• High Performance Felt •

Tiling, Slating, Fibreglass Roofs
• Stone Slating • Leadwork •

• Repairs • Chimneys •
•Dry Verge Systems •

uPVC Guttering, Soffi ts & Facias
• Storm Damage • Velux •
Insurance Work Welcome

All Work Guaranteed
Time Served - Free Estimates

Finance Available

01388 661308 or 07967 018998

Roofing

Jacks Driving School
Fully Qualified High Grade Instructors

 TRAILER/CARAVAN
 TRAINING ALSO
 AVAILABLE

Helping you to relax, enjoy and build confidence
Excellent first time pass rate - Block booking offers

Jack: 07949 195 184
Special offer: First 5 hours £90 - www.jacksdrivingschool.co.uk

Driving School

Jeff Horsley
28 years experience

Full Build of Extensions
Porches, Garages,

Garden Walls, Patios,
Concreting and Re-Pointing

FREE ESTIMATES
Guaranteed Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01325 313939
or 07970 869967

Builder

SHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Door
Repair

Specialist

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs
Mechanism Repair/Replacement
Door Adjustment - Door Furniture
Emergency Door Opening
90% OF PARTS IN STOCK

24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114
07748 044 808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Locksmith

Foster Joinery Services
All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

From inside the home: Doors, Hardwood and Laminate 
Flooring, Skirting and Architrave, Staircases and 

revamping what you already have, Loft entrances and 
Loft Ladders.

To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.
Also Plastering Tiling and Bathroom fitting.
No job too small - Can supply all materials

Just ring 07748 967 374 for a FREE quote

C SMILLIE
• Joinery •
• Building •

• Decorating •
Established 1984

Apprenticeship Served

312024  after 6pm

Joinery

TV.  AERIAL  FITTERS
All aspects of aerial work undertaken

01325 307075

Quick service & fair prices 

Richard NaylorCall

CCTV

15% OFF
with this 

advert

Aerial Installations

H&H JOINERY
& PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE
All aspects of Joinery Work,

Kitchen Fitting and
General Maintenance

Playhouses & Summerhouses
10% Discount for OAPs

Tel: 01325 497079
Mobile:  07769 903173

FLAT OUT ROOFING
All aspects of roofing

Felt, EPDM, Reroofs, Rubber, Repointing
Fascias, Soffits, Gutters, Dry Ridge, Verge Systems

Free quote 07950 465674

Woodham Academy welcomed back the 
entire school community in the first week of 
September. For the second year in a row, 
the school was oversubscribed for new 
starters. 220 new year 7 students enjoyed 
a day to themselves on the Wednesday, 
providing a settling introduction to their 
new school. Normally, students would 
have received a variety of taster days and 
transition events, but due the national school 
closures, this was not possible.
Angela Abson, Head of Learning for 
Year 7, commented “the students have 
settled in brilliantly. They all had a degree 
of nervousness, which is completely 
understandable, but this was quickly 
replaced with excitement and energy. It has 
been lovely to have them all in the building”.
Woodham has undergone some significant 
building work over the summer period, with a 
brand-new dining room being constructed to 
seat over 300 students at the same time. In 
addition, the changes seen to accommodate 
over 900 students at the same time in 
a COVID safe environment have been 
challenging.
Headteacher, Andrew Bell, has praised all of 
the staff and students “Everyone associated 
with the school was naturally apprehensive 
about returning to school. However, we have 
managed to create an education model 
which sees all students being taught their 
full timetable in their correct classrooms 
with their correct teachers. This was really 
important to us. Each year group has their 
own area of school and we have even 
managed to create a new dining room out of 
a drama hall. I must compliment all the staff, 
students, parents and carers for their support 
and words of encouragement. I always make 
sure that I share the messages I receive, 
and recently, this has been even more 
appreciated.”
Woodham Academy had planned on 
hosting a series of Year 6 Open Evenings, 
but due to the new ‘rule of 6’, this is no 
longer possible. Please keep a close eye 
on the school website (www.woodham.
org.uk) for all the information year 6 
parents / carers will require.

Woodham Academy 
Open to Students
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Newtonian”. Visit the on-line version at 
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DISCLAIMER Newton News cannot be 
held responsible for advertisers offering 
goods or services. As a general rule we would 
advise anyone NOT to part with any money 
until the order has been completed to your 
full satisfaction. All information is correct, 
to the best of our knowledge, at the time of 
printing. Newton News accepts articles in 
good faith and takes no responsibility for 
errors and/or omissions.

No Job Too Small
Installation Certificates

Fuse Board Upgrades
Rewires  |  Lighting

Extra Sockets
Fault Finding
Free Quotes

• EMERGENCY CALL OUTS •
Contact Dave on

Telephone:

01325 317535
07563 088 946

DJW
ELECTRICS

• Fuse Board Upgrades •
• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •

• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •
• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on 

01325 313282
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)

Check out our website for monthly
deals: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

Electrical

VALLEY
WROUGHT IRON

High Quality Gates, Wall
Railings & Garden Fences

Free Estimates and Advice
Experienced Tradesmen

Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Contact Stephen on
07976 554046 anytime

E: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www. valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Iron / Steel

Time Served Royal Horticultural Society Arborist
• Felling, Dismantling & Pruning • Hedge Cutting

• STUMP GRINDING AND REMOVAL
• Local Authority Approved Contractor

All Areas Covered - Free Quotations and Advice

Alexander Walker TechArborA., ND Arb., SOC Arb
Fully Insured - Professionally Trained - Aycliffe Based

07544 802052 or 01325 321113
www.awtreecare.co.uk

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work

Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking & 

Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432

Mobile: 07765 374 905

LANDSCAPE & BLOCKPAVING 
SPECIALISTS

GARY O’CONNOR
•  Driveways  •  Patios  •  Paving

•  Walling  •  Fencing  •  More
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE WITH VERY 

COMPETITIVE RATES CALL GARY ON

01325 320 267
07866 561 340

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm
Saturday: 8.30am - 12pm

01325 787 550   -   LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Gardening

Alpine Landscapes
Patios, Driveways, 

Fencing, Decking, Gravel, 
Turfing, Walls. All work 
guaranteed. 25 years 

experience, est 15 years, 
professional advice.

alpinelandscapes.co.uk 
Alan on 07974 710351

Martin Shires
Garden Landscaping 

Services, Block Paving 
Specialists. Fencing, 

Decking, Patios, Walls, 
Turfing, Hedges. Quality 

guaranteed work.
Tel 01325 321891
or 07989 024 501

ROSEWOOD
TREE WORK

Felled, Pruned, Hedges 
Cut, Fencing, Gravel.

All aspects of
groundwork considered.

20% off for OAPs.
Tel 01325 318679
or 07740 999075

Full House, Part Load
or Single Items.

Local and National
Storage Available.

01325 319842
07970 201841

or 07857 602267

Smiths
removals

Your Move
Local Family Run Business

Est. 2005 - Fully Insured
Single Items from £15
3 Bed House from £99

Call Jor for a free quote
Tel: 07535 362591

ACORN 
REMOVALS

SINCE 1992

LOCAL & NATIONWIDE 
Call Tony on

07779 89 00 06

Removals

Man With Van
cheap removals also 
household furniture 

bought.
Tel 07860 560 295

Man With Van
cheap removals also 
household furniture 

bought.
Tel 07860 560 295

Storage

“U” STORE
Aycliffe Business Park
Domestic and Industrial 
storage. Open 6 days a 
week. Large and small 

containers from
£12 per week

317716, 07850 646355

G. CROSSEN
PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07340 606402
Time Served  -  C&G  -  Established 1998

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator

Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate
01325 483 697

or 07745 037 754

Decorating

C. A. Plasterers
all plastering work,

artex skimmed,
small jobs, free estimates
Tel: 01388 721206

‘Laundry Ladies’
Offering a wash, 
dry and ironing 

service (domestic 
or commercial). 

Free collection and 
drop off included. 

Tel 07928 768744 or 
laundryladies16@gmail.com

‘Cleaning Angels’
For all your cleaning 
needs. Commercial 
cleaning available. 
Domestic, end of 

tenancy, holiday lets, 
builders cabins, oven 

cleans, office cleaning, 
window cleaning (up to 
8ft), caravan cleaning, 

ironing service available. 
Competitive rates.

Find us on Facebook
Angela 07518 798 595

‘Bricklaying 
Angels’

Newly qualified 
bricklayer I am doing 

brick BBQs, brick walls, 
bird tables etc. Find us on 

Facebook or Contact
Angela 07928 768744

Want to know all the latest 
local news, visit our website

www.newtonnews.co.uk

DRAGON 
DECORATORS
All aspects of interior 
& exterior decorating, 
including children’s 

artwork. Over 25 years 
experience. Member of 
“Checked & Vetted”. 
No job too small, free 

estimates. During Covid 
endemic I will be wearing 

full PPE clothing.

Contact Colin on 
07952 364426

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES

• Carpet and 
upholstery cleaning
• Leather cleaning 

and repair
• Pressure washing

• Gutter clean & repair
• End of tenancy cleans

• Domestic and  
Commercial cleaning
• Janitorial supplies

• Fully insured

07895 697 115
01325 494294

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE REPAIRS

ALL MAKES OF WASHERS
TUMBLERS, MICROWAVES
DISHWASHERS
VACUUM CLEANERS
FRIDGE/FREEZERS
COOKERS
* Free Estimates
* No Call Out Charge
* Appliances Plumbed in

Telephone:  321756

Carpet Fitter
and vinyl flooring 

specialist.
Contact Richard 

on  07946 435 177

GUTTER 
CLEANING 

SERVICE
Gutters, Fascia and 

Soffits cleaned.
Paul 07399 628345

StainKleen
Professional Cleaning Services for Carpets, Upholstery, Rugs

and Leather Cleaning - Tiling and Grout Floor Cleaning
RAPID DRYING - FULLY INSURED

Tel Paul on 01325 493003
Mobile: 07817 573 604   -   Web: www.stainkleen.co.uk

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutter and UPVC
Cleaning Service

No Ladders Required
Conservatory Cleaning
Also Gutters Renewed

and/or Repaired

07519 376870

Home Services

Complete Kitchen 
Installations

All major brands fi tted by 
Tradesmen with

30 years experience.
All Plumbing, Electrical, 

Heating & Gas Safe 
Undertaken.

Call for on site quote
Minor Structural Alterations

(subject to survey)
Steve Surry 07831 514146
steve.surry@btinternet.com

Suites and Chairs
New Foams & Springs
Large Pattern Range

Free Estimates & Advice

TEL: 01740 655908
After hours 01325 313584

RE-UPHOLSTERY

NEWAVE FURNITURE

Pest Control

Pest Control

01325 301063
07790 732089

www.pestguard1.co.uk

CALL PESTGUARD TODAY
Newton Aycliffe Based

Fully Licensed & Insured
30+ years trading

throughout the North East

PROTECH
Direct Pest Control

Experts in industrial, 
commercial & domestic 
pest control. 18+ years 

experience, fully insured, 
free quotes.

Tel 01325 310520 or 
07896 848856 (24 hours)
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CHIROPODY
Mr P. Oliver

BSc (Hons)  -  M.Ch.S
for a Home Visit call

01325 320126

Chiropody

Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Opticians

BVA Foundation
FREE
Confidential
Post Abortion
Counselling 
available

Telephone:
01642 616077

SAMARITANS
13 Woodland Road

Darlington.
We are here for you 24 

hours a day.
Freephone 116123

Personal

Aycliffe 
COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification

PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades  -  Data Recovery
Windows 10 Installation

Broadband Installation
Networking  -  Anti Virus

Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

No Call Out Charge Within 
Newton News Circulation area

Contact Rob
01325 310737
07841 867170

aycliffecomputers@googlemail.com

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED 
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER 

BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

Computers

Autos

Providing Safe and
Loving Day Care for your Dog

K9 PURSUITS
Ltd.

Tel: 01325 301177           Email: k9pursuitsltd@hotmail.co.uk

New Dog/Puppy Training Course starting soon
Reward based Training with Qualified Instructors

WE ALSO OFFER
Doggy Day Care  -  Dog Walking  -  Home Boarding  -  Canine Workshops

Free Puppy Sessions  -  Kennel Club Training Scheme
Dog Grooming  -  1:1 Training Sessions

Why not call in to see us?   -   Check us out on Facebook

DOG WALKING
(Dave Oliver)

Daytime, half hour 
£5.50 per dog. Police 

checked and fully insured. 
Experienced dog handling.

Tel 07756 825637

PetsTuition

Enjoy Learning
Guitar, Bass or
Drums at home.

Roger 01325 321444
Friendly, Experienced

39 St Barbara’s Walk

Large 3 bedroom, fully 
furnished with new carpets 
throughout, secure garden 
front and rear with parking.
£525 per month. Please call 
Neil 07770 965148

Accommodation

Wood Turning Lathe 
Coronet,1980 vintage, 
cast iron, size 24” 
between centres, 3  
speeds, has motor 
1/2HP, GEC, good 
quality. Asking 
£150 plus, please 
ring 01325 313220  
(Heighington). Buyer 
Collects.

Free well rotted 
manure. Tel 01325 
312116 or 07526 
387783

Brand new double 
divan bed with quilted 
Damask mattress 
and powder grey 
chenille base. Delivery 
arranged, £129. Tel 
07789 113343

Ringtons tea ware, 
plates, mugs, teapots 
etc. Singer sewing 
machine, table top. Tel 
313970

4 Dining chairs, high 
back, green leather 
look, £25. Tel 01325 
301171

Wine cooler, perfect 
condition, £25. Tel 
01325 301171

3 Wheeled walking 
aid with brakes and 
bag, VGC, £15. Tel 
07964 277265

For Sale

Soduko
 8   2 6    4

  1   8 3  6 2

 2 6  7 4  1

   6  7 8 2 1
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 7 4   1 6  2
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   1  2 7   6

Mobility Scooter
any condition

also any mobility aids
Tel 07401 133459

Wanted

Household
Furniture Bought

Tel. 07860 560295

Large 2 bedroom or 
3 bedroom house 
wanted to rent long 
term in Heighington 
Village.
Must be reasonably 
priced.
Tel: 07809 374427.

Accommodation 
Wanted

Hairdressing

Have a great HAIR day 
in the comfort of your 

own home with
Marie’s Mobile
Hairdressing
22 yrs + experience
Specialist/Expertise 

with Elderly/Vulnerable 
Cuts - Perms

Colours - Shampoo/Set
Tel 07799 165707

Julie’s Mobile 
Hairdressing

Cuts £10
Cut & Finish £20

Perms £40
Julie 07801 192417

Th e Mobile
Barber
(Gents Barber)

No more waiting in 
queue’s, just book an 
appointment and I 
will come to you.

18 years experience

£10 haircut with this ad

Text or Call Dean
07546 935532

Job Vacancy

General Labourer
Required

for hedge  and grass 
cutting, roof repairs etc.
Must be used to heights

Telephone
07546 226608

Jaguar X-type Classic

2 litre diesel, 2004, 
64700 miles, MOT 
January 2021, 
immaculate condition, 
FSH.
Sold by sealed bid.
For more information 
please contact Great 
Aycliffe Town Council 
on 01325 300700 
or visit www.great-
aycliffe.gov.uk
Bids to be submitted 
by noon 30th 
September.

Newton Aycliffe 
Cricket Club’s 1st 
Team
Sponsored by Franks 
the Flooring Store.
The first team suffered 
a big defeat away at 
Blackhall 1st XI in their 
penultimate game 
of the season in the 
NYSD 2nd division.
Electing to bowl first 
may have proved 
costly for Aycliffe 
as the home side 
scored an impressive 
186 all out after 48.1 
overs. Michael Howe 
(sponsored by Bob 
and Yvonne Wood) 
was the pick of the 
bowlers, taking a 
superb 5 for 45 and 
he was supported well 
by George Slatcher 
(3 for 45) and Matty 
Greaves (1 for 25). 
In reply Aycliffe were 

Aycliffe Cricket Club
Scoreboard Report

dismissed for a very 
poor 73 after only 22.3 
overs. All rounder 
Michael Howe top 
scored with 21 from 
19 balls, and the only 
other batsmen to 
reach double figures 
for the visitors were 
Sam Telford (20 runs) 
and Adam Randall 
(14 runs). Aycliffe’s 
first team play their 
final game of this 
unique season at 

home to Darlington 
2nd XI on Saturday 
19th September with a 
12.00pm start.
Newton Aycliffe 
Cricket Club’s 2nd 
Team
The second team 
put in a very brave 
performance and 
failed by just 17 runs 
to reach their victory 
target at home to 
second in the table 
Maltby 2nd XI in the 
NYSD 4th division. 
The visitors chose to 
bat first and scored a 
very commanding 189 
for 8 in their allotted 
40 overs. Joe Haines 
bowled well, taking a 
seasonal best 4 for 
25 and Joe Teasdale 
(sponsored by John 
Flinn Physiotherapy) 
and Thomas Dearden 
chipped in with 2 
for 37 and 1 for 39 
respectively. 
In reply Aycliffe batted 
really well to come 
close to chasing such 
a big total and were 
eventually bowled out 
for a very respectable 
173 after 37.5 overs. 
Opener Joe Teasdale 
top scored with his 
season’s best score 
of 39 from 59 balls 
faced and his innings 
included one boundary 
and three huge 
sixes. Other notable 
contributions came 
from Owen Smith (23 
runs from 22 balls), 
Matty French (19 runs 
from 39 balls), Joe 
Haines (17 runs from 
11 balls) and Charlie 
Cayless (14 runs from 
18 balls).
The second team 
visit Preston in their 
final game of the 
season on Saturday 
19th September and 
stumps are pitched at 
1.30pm. 

Photo: Second team 
batsman Joe Teasdale 
in action.
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Students from Greenfield Community 
College have been a credit to the school and 
the community as they returned to the school 
site.  Staff have worked hard and found ways 
for students to attend safely and students 
have adapted quickly, showing maturity and 
respect for the guidelines and each other. 
There has been a staggered return, ensuring 
each year group become familiar with the 
surroundings and are able to concentrate 
fully on their studies.  During their time at 
home students found new ways to work 
and are being supported to build upon their 
achievements over the past few months.
Throughout the new term students will be 
able to continue face-to-face learning in a 
safe environment, applying their skills as 
they become confident self-led learners.  
Year 7 students are settling in well following 
a comprehensive series of activities during 
their transition to secondary school.  The 
transition included a valuable summer school 
project, led by Greenfield Arts, as a group of 
students made valuable connections with the 
school and created an inspiring film working 
alongside professionals.
To keep everyone safe the school has 
introduced measures which include access 
to the site, as the school day has been 
staggered the gates will be locked until the 
last bus has left around 15:35.  There is 
currently no vehicle access to the site as 
students are leaving for the day.  Safety 
concerns has also meant that face to face 
parent’s drop-in sessions are presently 
on hold, however the senior leadership 
team welcome parents to telephone the 
main office between 15:30 and 16:30 on a 
Wednesday to talk or make an appointment.
Greenfield Community College is a 
Specialist Arts and Science School and 
is committed to providing opportunities to 
support students to reach their full potential.  
Greenfield Community College promotes an 
inclusive curriculum encouraging students 
to work together to realise an outstanding 
learning experience.
To find out more about the school and 
the forthcoming virtual open event for the 
2021 intake please visit the website www.
greenfieldschool.net or contact the school 
office by email contact@greenfieldschool.net

Students Return 
for New Term

In Memoriam

NEWTON NEWS

Birthday 
Remembrance

Congratulations

Funeral
Cards 

Completed within 
24 hours

NEWTON 
PRESS
300212

sales@newtonpress.net

Kenneth Dawson 
McIntosh

We think about you 
always, we tak about 
you still. You have 
never been forgotten 
and you never will.
We hold you close 
within our hearts and 
there you will remain.
To walk and guide us 
through our lives until 
we meet again.
Joyce, Phil, Sharon 
and Anya

Jonathan Sterling

23rd September
Treasured memories 
of a wonderful Son 
and Brother on his 
47th birthday.
No words can ever say 
how much we love 
and miss you, today 
and every day.
Your Mam and 
Brother Ian

Michael John Taylor

10/10/1944 - 21/9/19
My beloved Husband 
Mike. I love you and 
miss you with every 
part of my being. 
Always and forever, 
your loving Wife 
Angela.

God saw you getting 
tired, a cure was not 
to be. So he put His 
arms around you and 
whispered come with 
me.
With tearful eyes we 
watched you go and 
saw you fade away. 
Although we loved 
you dearly, we could 
not make you stay. A 
golden heart stopped 
beating, your tender 
arms at rest. God took 
you home to prove to 
us he only takes the 
best.
The heart of our family 
stopped beating the 
day you slipped away 
and part of us went 
with you on that heart 
breaking September 
day.
Nobody could ever 
replace you Dad, you 
were one in a million. 
Losing you changed 
everything, but time 
changes nothing, you 
will be loved forever.
Your loving 
Daughter Debbie and 
Grandchildren, Luke 
and Chelsea xxxxxx

In loving memory of
Janet Ruth Ryman

18th September 2019

Jan, a year has passed 
since you departed. 
Leaving your loved 
ones broken hearted.
Thousands of tears 
have turned into 
streams, holding 
cherished memories 
in our dreams. You 
have no pain now and 
you can rest, the Lord 
above knew what was 
best.
Jan, you touched so 
many hearts along the 
way, friends will have 
loving thoughts this 
day.
I miss your love, your 
smile and your touch. 
Because my soul 
mate, I miss you so 
much.
From Husband Al and 
families

Emily Danson

Happy 18th Birthday
We are so proud of 
you. Have a lovely day.
Love from Dad, Mam 
and Tyler xxxxx

Emily Sarah Danson

22nd September 2020
Happy 18th Birthday

Lots of love from 
Granny and Grandad 
xxxxxx

Marni-Jayne June 
Hopwood

17th September 2019
Happy 1st Birthday

To our beautiful baby 
girl.
Lots of love Mammy, 
Nana and Walter

DAUGHTER
Kirsty Sheila Hughes
22nd September 1986

We’ll miss you every 
moment from the 
breaking of the dawn, 
but celebrate with 
grateful thanks the day 
that you were born.
We loved you so 
completely from 
the moment of your 
birth. You brought us 
joy and pure delight 
throughout your time 
on earth and though 
we’ll never manage to 
get over losing you, 
we try to make the 
most of life, as you 
would want us to.
And now in Heaven’s 
glory with the angels 
sweet refrain, sleep 
peacefully dear 
Daughter, until we 
meet again.
Happy birthday Kirsty.
Love you always, 
Mam, Dad and family 
xxxxxxxxxxx

Local health and social care consumer champion, Healthwatch County 
Durham, is in the process of planning work for the next 18 months and 
would love to hear what you think the priorities should be. The Board 
have selected seven topics for you to choose from, with a focus on 
people’s experiences during the Covid-19 pandemic. The topics are:
• Care and Support at Home • Mental Health Support
• Getting Help from Your GP • NHS 111 Service
• Diagnosis and Treatment for Cancer and Other Services, 
• Non-Emergency Patient Transport
• Accessing Dental Treatment.
Tell us what you think by completing a very short survey and you 
might be in with the chance of winning a voucher, just for sharing 
your thoughts! As a thank you, one lucky person, chosen at random, 
will receive a £50 supermarket voucher. Don’t worry if you don’t have 
access to the internet you can call the helpful Healthwatch team for 
free on 0800 304 7039 and we’ll either talk you through the questions 
or send you a copy in the post. If you do prefer to tell us what you think 
online, don’t delay, go to:
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KFD2Y8M
and complete the survey today.  
The survey will run until 25th September 2020 and the voucher winner 
will be randomly selected and informed by 30th September 2020.

HELP US TO HELP YOU

In Remembrance
16th September marks the one year anniversary 
of the passing of Zainab Abbasi. Zainab was just 
6 years old, she and her family bravely dealt with 
multiple challenges to her health throughout her 
short life. We would like to respectfully acknowledge 
this anniversary with a pledge of support from our office to the 
Abbasi family during this painful time.                       Paul Howell, MP
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LOW PRICES ON NEW
• Doors • Windows • Conservatories •
• Porches • Guttering • Facias •
• Soffits • Brickwork • Door Canopies •

We also complete all aspects of
repair work on:  • Misted Units •
• Broken Locks • Leaks •

For a sensible, no obligation quotation
07816 675935 anytime or 304286 after 6pm

THE WINDOW GUYTHE WINDOW GUY
DOOR
SALE

NOW ON

Free Delivery on Orders £10+
10% Off  Collections

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

TAKEAWAY
Monday to 
Wednesday

BANQUET SPECIAL

ONLY £9.95

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

Bengal..Lounge

OPEN
NEW YEARS EVE
FROM 4.30pm

BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £9.95

Available Thursday only
• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad
• Any Appetiser   • Any Main Course  • Any Rice or Nan

(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions applyTA
KE

 A
W

AY

THALI NIGHT
TUESDAY NIGHTS ONLY
ONLY £11.95

DINE IN

VALENTINES
BOOKINGS
Now Accepted

Mother’s Day Special
Sunday 22nd March
£11.95 - Book your table now

DINE INDINE IN

WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY
BANQUET SPECIAL

ONLY £11.95 Per Person

OPEN Christmas Day
Taking bookings now

Call us 01325 313326 to book your table
Deposit required when booking

BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £9.95

Available Thursday only
• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad

• Any Appetiser   • Any Main Course
• Any Rice or Nan

(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions applyTA
KE

 A
W

AY

Now taking bookings for
VALENTINE’S DAY

Valentines Special 
£28.95 per couple
Poppodoms & pickles - Any two 
starters - Any two main courses 

- Any rice and naan bread
Between two people - T&C apply

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • 01388 772671  |  30-31 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7JJ • 01325 463303
Also 
available in leather

ELECTRIC and MANUAL
R EC L IN E R  SU I T E S

Park right outside our showroom 
and shop at your leisure!

OVER 20 IN STOCK 
FOR

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

Fault Finding / Repairs Qualifi ed Electrician
Extra Lights and Sockets Reliable Service
New Fuse Boards / Alarms Tidy Work
Rewires   Free Quote
Landlord Inspections  Satisfaction Guaranteed

U9s Juniors TJFA White Division Friendly
Sunday 13th September 2020
Newton Aycliffe U9s Juniors played their 
last friendly of preseason last week, away to 
Bishop St Mary’s Aces (TJFA Red Division). 
It was a really competitive game from the 
start, with opportunities for both sides, but 
the keepers kept clean sheets for the first 20 
minutes.
The second 20 minutes Aycliffe lost their 
shape and concentration a few times and 
Bishop capitalised. Some fantastic individual 
play from Jack saw them pull goals back but 
Bishop scored another.
The last 20 minutes saw Aycliffe back to 
their best, passing the ball around, creating 
lots of opportunities and Jack managed to 
add to the score sheet again. MOTM went to 
Sammy for some great tackles and constant 
battling.

NEWTON AYCLIFFE JUNIORS FC
Newton Aycliffe U16s Juniors TJFA 
Division 4 Friendly
Sunday 13th September 2020
U16s continued their fine pre-season form 
with a 5-0 win at home to Brompton last 
weekend. In windy conditions the players 
kept the ball on the ground and played some 
great football. It could have been double 
figures but decision making in the final third 
was the reason for that. Brennan was clinical 
scoring 4, and Lewis added one to make 5.
That’s 23 goals scored and zero conceded 
in the last 3 games. Aycliffe have a tough 
test against Bishop Auckland this weekend, 
who are two leagues higher, but judging on 
recent form Aycliffe should give them a good 
game.

Newton Aycliffe U11s Juniors TJFA White 
Division Friendly
Sunday 13th September 2020
The Under 11s were at home last weekend, 
playing Hurworth Albion FC in a friendly. 
Aycliffe started very well and took the lead 
with Thomas scoring his fifth goal of the 
pre-season. Aycliffe scored before half time 
after an excellent move starting with Jamie, 
then a clever flick from Callum fell to JJ, who 
finished it well just before half time.
Aycliffe made changes in the second half 
with Logan going in goal and Theo at left 
back due to an injury to Zeke. Aycliffe played 
some fantastic football and scored again 
after Callum’s brilliant turn and strike, James 
and Jamie were solid all morning at the 
back.
Hurworth got back into the game late on 
scoring again. An overall entertaining game. 
MOTM - Jamie

Rule of Six
Boris Johnson’s ‘rule of six,’
Has many families in a fix!
If you have three kids and are mum and dad,
Will the grandparents now feel sad?
Because you can’t all get together,
even in the garden if there’s good weather.
Our P.M., Boris and his mates,
have us all pondering our fate!
Is he playing some old board game?
Snakes and Ladders is it’s name!
Two steps forward and you can have fun, eat 
out, and at last see your mum.
Watch how you go and wear a mask, wash 
your hands or the good times won’t last!
Like a game of snakes and ladders, we think 
we’re winning,
but mustn’t feel smug and behind our masks 
start grinnning!
The snake is waiting for the next dice throw,
And soon, well, what do you know?
We’re heading back to the very beginning 
and Covid 19 is again winning.
The rules are for everyone so please pay 
heed,
Until we find a vaccine and can proceed.
MMK 2020


