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FREE DELIVERY
to Newton Aycliffe

Email: info@theherbalgin.com

The Herbal Gin Co. Ltd.
Hangar 18
Northfi eld Way
Newton Aycliffe
Co. Durham DL5 6EJ
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THE TURBINIA
Aycliffe’s Award Winning Pub

WE ARE BACK!!!
Open Saturday 4th July 12noon

Then open as normal, seven days a week

For your protection:
• Screens fitted at all service areas • One way system in operation
• 2 Hand sanitiser stations in the bar • No standing/sitting at the bar
• Antibacterial soap in the toilets • Function room is strictly 2 metres
• Minimum 1 metre rule in the bar • Risk Assessment complete
• Background music, no live entertainment (yet)

PLEASE support us through these unprecedented times.
We are following all government guidelines

and allowing for social distancing to take place.

Durham County Volunteers week was cancelled due to Covid19, 
Supporting Families manager, Sheena Stephenson, decided to 
award her volunteers certificates in recognition of their hard work 
with Supporting Families over the previous year. The event took 
place, socially distanced, on a recent sunny day outdoors.
Well done everyone. Photos show Rachel Stephenson, Yvonne 
Beynon, Liz Joy and Bob Munn.

Volunteers Week 
Certificates Awarded

Renee Glover, believed to be the oldest woman in Darlington, 
marked her 106th birthday (Sunday 21 June) with 587 cards and 
special celebrations at her care home in Darlington.
Before the big day, Renee’s five-generation family launched an 
appeal for local people to send her cards to mark the occasion as 
lockdown had impacted other plans, hoping for 106 of them.
318 cards were sent in to the care home, Wilton House, and a 
collection box was added to the entrance of Tesco in Newton 
Aycliffe which received over 200 cards. The cards from the collection 
box were delivered by members from Aycliffe Bike Club who 
arranged a special procession.
Her Majesty The Queen, Prime Minister Boris Johnson and 
Darlington MP Peter Gibson also sent cards and letters with birthday 
wishes.
Renee’s family have been blown away by the public’s response, with 
enough cards being sent to decorate a whole wall in the dining room 
of her care home.
Socially distanced celebrations were planned by Renee’s 
granddaughters and care home staff. Renee’s family took it in 
turns to visit her from outside of the home while she sat in the 
dining room surrounded by all of her cards. A singer and guitarist 
performed outside for residents, Subway kindly gifted a birthday tea 
of sandwiches, crisps and cookies, and Cakes by Sarah donated a 
birthday cake.
Renee’s granddaughter Sarah said: “We have been totally 
overwhelmed by the kindness and generosity of the general 
public and local businesses which have contributed to making this 
lockdown birthday so very special.”
Emma Hardy, care home manager at Wilton House, added: “We 
have had the absolute pleasure of caring for Renee for four years. 
She is an amazing lady and deserving of every single card she 
received, which have taken over our dining room! We made her 
birthday really special despite the social distancing protections we 
have in place. It was lovely for Renee to see her family, enjoy some 
music, cake and a birthday tea. Some of our other residents also got 
to celebrate with her from a safe 2m distance.”
Renee worked at the Royal Ordinance Factory in Newton Aycliffe as 
an inspector during the war. She lived with her family before moving 
into Wilton House in 2016.

Aycliffe Angel 
Celebrates Turning 106
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Bedroom
Image

Sliding Wardrobes
Manufactured in our Newton Aycliffe Factory

www.bedrooomimage.co.uk
Visit our new studio at:

24 Cockerton Green, Darlington DL3 9EU

Telephone (01325) 464100
or

Middlesbrough and Washington
Telephone 0191 417 9174

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you through those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

Cobblers Hall Village Centre
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

Tel: (01325) 319519

Scooters from £295

Adjustable Beds from £595

• Wheelchairs, Bath Lifts and Stair Lifts
• No Obligation, FREE Home Demonstration
• Servicing and Repairs (at your home)

Lift Recline Chairs from £495

M.V. MOBILITY
MOBILE SHOWROOM
Part exchange welcome, written details on request

Call 01325 521664
or 0191 484 6172
Established 2003

All employees 

will use social 

distancing

A family firm, est. 1891 

01325 465 647 
24 hours, day and night 

Our own prepayment plans available 
 

59A Bondgate / Darlington / DL3 7JR 

elachi
indian restaurant

1 Upper Beveridge Walkway
Town Centre DL5 4EE
(next to StevenRussell)

Tel: 01325 316516

Delivery and
Collection Only
Open Daily from 5.30pm to 11.00pm

Delivery Available                                           www.elachirestaurant.co.uk
Free delivery in Aycliff e on orders over £10

Delivery outside Aycliff e small charge.
10% Discount available on collected orders

Durham BRASS will be livening up living 
rooms across County Durham and beyond 
when the festival moves online next month. 
The festival, which was scheduled to take 
place between Friday 10 and Sunday 19 
July, had to be cancelled earlier this year as 
part of the ongoing national effort to reduce 
the spread of coronavirus. 
But fans of the Durham County Council 
festival can now enjoy BRASS Online 2020, 
taking place from Monday 13 to Saturday 
18 July, via the BRASS website, www.
brassfestival.co.uk. 
The online festival will feature many of 
the BRASS favourites from around the 
world, including interactive and entertaining 
workshops hosted by the likes of Spanish 
amigos Artistas Del Gremio, Mouv ‘n’ Brass 
from France and the UK’s own Backchat 
Brass. 
There will also be special lockdown 
performances from more favourites, 
including Mr Wilson’s Second Liners, with 
their unique colour and sound bursting from 
the screen with some exclusive content for 
BRASS 2020. 
The festival team has also teamed up with 
the volunteer-run cinema co-operative Star 
and Shadow in Newcastle, which set up 
its own radio station during lockdown. On 
Monday 13 and  Friday 17 July, from 7pm to 
9pm, two special shows will be broadcast via 
the Star and Shadow and BRASS websites, 
celebrating the tradition and diversity of 
brass music and featuring musical clips, 
interviews and more.
Alongside the workshops and new 
performances, fans will be able to take 
a look back at some of the best BRASS 
moments from over the years, including 
Durham Hymns, and Durham Music Service 
will be delivering a number of tutorials over 
the course of the festival too. 
To bring the online festival to a close on 
Saturday 18 July, five of BRASS’s favourite 
street bands will perform together online, 
with a backdrop of footage from previous 
years. 
Cllr Joy Allen, Cabinet member for 
transformation, culture and tourism at the 
council, said: “For years now, Durham 
BRASS has spread the joy of music to 
communities across County Durham and 
while we can’t welcome bands to the county 
this year, we’re delighted that they’ll still be 
spreading their music online. 
“I’m sure for many people, Durham BRASS 
is part of the soundtrack to their summer 
and thanks to the festival moving online, that 
doesn’t have to change this year. We will still 
be able to enjoy our favourite bands from 
all over the world, this time from the comfort 
of our own home. I’m also sure that BRASS 
Online 2020 will make us all look forward to 
welcoming these bold and brilliant musicians 
back to the county in the future.” 
To view the full line up visit www.
brassfestival.co.uk
To find out more about Star and Shadow, 
visit www.starandshadow.org.uk

Durham’s 
Brass Festival 
Moves Online

•  UPVC Windows and Doors  •
•  Conservatories  •

•  Composite Doors  •
•  Bi-Folding Doors  •

Telephone 01325 468222
Email: info@bespoke-windows.co.uk

SPECIAL OFFER:
Five Windows

+ One Door
£2880 inc. VAT

The Supporting Families team would like to 
say a huge thank you to Melissa & her staff 
in Aldi for obtaining some safety gates during 
the Covid19 pandemic.
After trying numerous websites to order 
some safety gates online, with none being 
available, I was in Aldi shopping and 
mentioned the struggle we were having 
to get safety gates for our clients. I asked 
Melissa if she could check Aldi for some and 
the next week there just happened to be a 
baby event in Aldi so Melissa kindly kept 
some back for us.
Thank you so much, Sheena, Yvonne, Liz, 
Bob and Rachel, Supporting Families Team.

Aldi Provide 
Baby Gates 
for Supporting 
Families
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WE 
NEED 
YOUR 
HELP

Above is a photo John Williamson took of a Red Admiral butterfly 
feeding on nectar from pyracantha blossom. Send your photos to 
paul@newtonnews.co.uk

READERS’ PHOTOGRAPHS

NTH Solutions, the provider of estates and facilities services to North 
Tees and Hartlepool NHS Foundation Trust, has helped students 
return to 18 schools across the Tees Valley and surrounding areas, 
including St Joseph’s RCVA Primary School in Newton Aycliffe, with 
its NHS standard deep cleaning service. 
The NHS-owned company has partnered with schools across the 
region to deliver its Infection Control Deep Cleaning and Advisory 
Service, which provides staff, children and parents with the 
peace of mind that the schools have been deep cleaned and bio 
decontaminated to the highest possible standards.
The unique initiative offers a Reassurance Partnership to schools 
and other organisations in the North East and Yorkshire, providing 
an ongoing deep cleaning service to uphold a baseline level of 
cleanliness, all while reinvesting profits back into the NHS to support 
front-line patient care. 
In addition to the deep cleaning and bio decontamination procedures, 
the service offers retraining of existing cleaning staff, audits to ensure 
cleaning standards are being maintained, drop-in sessions to provide 
information and reassurance for staff and/or pupils, swift outbreak 
response and official certification to confirm the school has been 
decontaminated to NHS standards. 
One of the latest education trusts to partner with NTH Solutions is 
Bishop Hogarth Catholic Education Trust, which contains a total of 
18 local schools, including Newton Aycliffe-based St Joseph’s RCVA 
Primary School.
NTH Solutions has been working with the education trust to prepare 
schools in welcoming students back on 15th June and in September 
as well as providing ongoing advisory support and regular deep 
cleans to reassure staff, parents and students about safely returning 
to school amid the Covid-19 pandemic.
As well as building strong partnerships within the community, and 
to ensure the cleaning support in the hospital is not impacted, NTH 
Solutions has so far introduced 30 new jobs to the Tees Valley, with 
all staff receiving the rigorous NHS training. 
Maura Regan, Chief Executive Officer of Bishop Hogarth Catholic 
Education Trust, said: “With schools reopening in line with 
government guidelines, the safety and wellbeing of our students and 
staff is our utmost priority. 
“In addition to enforcing social distancing measures throughout our 
schools, we have worked with NTH Solutions to deep clean our 
schools for safe reopening. The benefit of partnering with an NHS 
owned company has been invaluable, as it provided us with expert 
advice in building a new environmental management plan, while also 
supporting our local NHS Trust.”
Graeme Kelly, Assistant Director of Decontamination at NTH 
Solutions, said: “As an NHS-owned company, we are fully aware of 
the importance of infection prevention and control and the associated 
hygiene practices required in the workplace. This is particularly 
important for environments where it is more difficult to social distance, 
such as schools, colleges and nurseries, which is why we are 
committed to supporting the education sector in getting back up and 
running, and most importantly supporting them in maintaining a safe 
environment.
“As organisations across the country adapt to government guidance 
surrounding Covid-19, our Infection Control Deep Cleaning and 
Advisory Service will continue to support schools and other local 
businesses and organisations in the implementation and maintenance 
of high levels of cleanliness, as well as putting measures in place to 
protect staff, pupils, customers and the wider community.” 

NHS Cleaning
Service Helps
Students
Safely Return
to School
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By Jess Webb

Greetings Fellow Newtonian’s.
So I have been interviewing and thanking 
key workers over the last couple of months 
for their commitment and hard work, 
and thought I now should look to some 
of our younger generation, to gain what 
understanding of the Coronavirus they have, 
and what they have been doing over the 
lockdown period.
I am aware there has been a lot of 
controversy around children either attending 
or not attending school. But I wanted to 
focus on, and make people aware of, the 
positive experience that some of the children 
in our local community have had attending 
their school during lockdown, and what 
they have been up to at home during this 
unprecedented period. 
I had been told about sisters Summer and 
Quinn, who have been attending one of 
the local schools within Newton Aycliffe 
throughout the lockdown period. I gained 
permission from their mother Becki Pedelty, 
who is a key worker from one of our local 
hospitals, to ask Summer and Quinn the 
following questions:
To set the scene, Summer and Quinn 
were asked their ages, why they were still 
attending school and what they understood 
about the Coronavirus. 
Quinn said she was 5 years old and in 
Reception class at school, she said she 
understood Coronavirus is very dangerous 
and that everyone must wash their hands a 
lot to prevent it spreading. Quinn said she 
needed to go to school, as her mum works 
in a hospital, and helps people get better. 
Summer said she was 9 nearly 10 and in 
year 5, and she said that Coronavirus is a 
virus that makes it hard for you to breathe, 
it’s spread by coughing. Summer also said 
that everyone must stay 2 metres apart from 
each other, and wash their hands regularly, 
and use hand gels to help keep safe. 
Summer said she had continued to attend 

HOW SCHOOL HAS BEEN FOR
CHILDREN OF KEY WORKERS

school as her mum is a keyworker and her 
dad also needed to keep going to work too. 
I think you will all agree they both have a 
good understanding of the seriousness of 
Coronavirus and what they need to do to 
keep safe, despite the age they are, well 
done Summer and Quinn!
I must add they both said they were very 
proud of their mam, and the work she was 
doing in the hospital. But I feel it’s important 
to say Summer did say she was scared 
at first that her mam would catch the virus 
at work, so it highlights how key workers 
children have been feeling during this period 
and how brave they have also been when 
worrying about their parents. 
I asked if they were both enjoying going to 
school. Quinn said she didn’t at first because 
her friends weren’t there, and she was upset 
that she had missed a school trip, but it 
helped that her sister was with her at school. 
Both Quinn and Summer agreed that they 
missed their friends not being at school, 
and looked forward to them returning. But 
Summer did go on to say that school was 
better than it normally was, and despite 
not many people attending the school, at 
least one or two of her friends have been at 
school with her so it had been ok, but she 
did say she missed her best friend. 
I asked what fun activities Summer and 
Quinn had been doing at school, and if 
they still had any of their usual lessons, 
break time and school dinners. Quinn 
said they played outside, and played lots 
of fun games, like jump start Johnny and 
Joe Wicks to keep fit. Summer mentioned 
that they were doing lots of arts and crafts 
activities, with her favourite being making a 
sock monkey. Summer said that she didn’t 
like Joe Wicks as much as Quinn, but that 
she loved just to dance. They also said they 
were loving doing lots of gardening and 
growing things. I asked if they were doing 
lessons like Maths, English and Science, 
and Quinn wasn’t sure, but Summer said 
yes, but they were much more fun. I asked 
if Quinn and Summer had missed having 
school dinners. Quinn said she was happy 
because she had got to go on packed lunch, 
and Summer said she had always been on 
packed lunch. 
I think a very important question most people 
will want to know is, if Summer and Quinn 
felt safe attending school, and what had 
the school done or been asking them to do, 
in order to keep them and other children 
safe. They both said they felt safe at school, 
and that they both had their own desk now, 
and that the classes changed depending 
on how many children were at school that 
day. They said washing their hands all the 
time, spending lots of time playing outside, 
and trying to keep 2 metres apart from 
other people. Summer said the school had 
arranged a new way in and out of the school 
too, to stop them bumping into each other. 
When asked if it was easy to follow the rules 
the school had put in place; Summer said it 
was as they had been following the rules for 
a while now and that teachers were there 

to remind them, and Quinn said when she’s 
playing she sometimes forgets, but she 
always washes her hands. 
With all the pressure on schools during 
this time, it really sounds like Summer and 
Quinn’s school, and the teachers, have been 
doing a fantastic job keeping the children 
safe, as well as making it really fun to attend. 
So I think you will all want to agree the 
school deserves a round of applause. 
I asked Summer and Quinn what they 
had being doing at home for fun during 
lockdown. They both said they had been 
doing a lot outside including being out on 
their bikes, taking their dog for walks and 
playing in the garden.  They also said they 
had been enjoying playing on the computer 
and playing games with their mam and dad. 
It sounds like they have been having a great 
time despite this situation. They also said 
they had been keeping in contact with family 
and friends through FaceTime, Summer said 
she had a phone so had a chat group with 
some of her friends, and Quinn had written a 
letter to her friend Daisy.
This interview has made me think, and 
understand, how this situation can affect 
our younger generation, and the worries 
they may have had about their key worker 
parents still attending work. But also with 
good planning from schools, family support, 
virtual communication methods with family 
and friends, together with the resilience of 
our brave children, I am hopeful that the 
younger generation can overcome this Covid 
19 period. 
Well done to Summer and Quinn’s school 
and their mother being a Key Worker, most 
of all.
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www.shakencake.co.uk
American Style Dining

in Your Own HomeOPEN: 5pm-10pm  7 DAYS A WEEK PAGE

SPONSOR

National Express’ iconic white coaches 
were back on the road this week (from 
Wednesday 1st July) following an 86 day 
break.
The last coach arrived in Birmingham from 
London at 23:55 on 5th April before a three-
month suspension of all National Express 
scheduled services in response to the 
covid-19 pandemic.
The UK’s largest coach operator will now 
resume services at a reduced frequency on 
its national network of intercity routes, with 
new covid secure measures in place to allow 
customers to travel in confidence. 
Covid secure measures include:
• Enhanced cleaning regimes in line with 
Government and industry recommendations 
will be in place in stations and on coaches, 
including regular aerosol based disinfection 
with a high performance antiviral solution -  
sometimes called ‘fogging’.
• An additional filter using three types of 
technology, including UVC radiation to 
reduce bacteria and corona type viruses, 
and a PM2.5 filter to improve air quality; 
has been installed on the air conditioning 
systems of all coaches.
• Social distancing in coach stations and 
on vehicles with the maximum capacity of 
all coaches limited to 50%. Passengers will 
be asked to fill vehicles from the back and 
empty from the front and only sit in window 
seats with aisle seats blocked off.
• Temperature screening of customers 
before allowing travel. Anyone with a high 
temperature reading (over 38o) will not be 
allowed to travel and given a full refund.
• Protective screens on vehicles and in 
coach stations along with gloves, masks and 
visors and a supply of hand sanitiser for all 
drivers and customer service teams, backed 
up with covid-19 training.
• A requirement for customers to provide 
and wear face coverings, preferably a face 
mask, when in coach stations and travelling 
on vehicles, in line with Government 
guidelines.
The first service will depart from Poole at 
05:05 on Wednesday 1 July to arrive at 
London’s Victoria coach station at 08:50. 
The new timetable will focus on major towns 
and cities, connecting over 180 locations 
across the UK and equivalent to around 
a quarter of the mileage of the pre-covid 
national intercity network.The network scope 
and frequency will be increased in response 
to demand.
For more information, visit
www.nationalexpress.com

National Express 
Coaches Back 
On The Road SEND services in County Durham have 

improved significantly in the last three years, 
a latest Ofsted and CQC inspection has 
shown. 
Between November 2017 and December 
2017, Special Educational Needs and 
Disability (SEND) services across the county 
were assessed in a joint inspection by Ofsted 
and CQC. 
During this time, the inspection team 
identified four specific areas which needed 
a Written Statement of Action (WSoA) be 
drawn up to improve local area provision.
Over the last three years, Durham County 
Council has been working closely in 
partnership to improve these four areas 
while receiving monitoring and support visits 
from the DfE Regional SEN and Disability 
Professional Adviser, and the NHS England 
Deputy Director of Quality Assurance.
All local areas with a WSoA are subject to 
a revisit from Ofsted and the CQC around 
18 months after the WSoA was signed off. 
The WSoA was¬ declared fit for purpose in 
June 2018 and the council was notified of the 
revisit in early January 2020, with inspectors 
on site between 22 and 24 January 2020.  
During the revisit, inspectors noted a 
genuine commitment to ensuring there were 
various communication and engagement 
mechanisms with families, and over 400 
parents, carers and young people contributed 
feedback during the inspection.
An outcome letter was received in March 
2020 announcing that sufficient progress 
had been made in all four areas. As a result, 
no further monitoring of progress is now 
planned.  
The letter highlighted a number of areas 
where positive changes have been made to 
SEND services. 
It noted that the partnership between 
education, health and social care leaders 
is stronger than it was in 2017 and there 
had been a determined focus on improving 
arrangements for identifying, assessing and 
meeting the needs of children and young 
people with SEND.  
Council and health services have also been 
praised for their commitment to involving 
children, young people and their families in 
shaping services, with this work “contributing 
strongly” to improvement in SEND 
arrangements.  
The letter added that groups such as the 
Making Changes Together parent and carer 
forum, the Rollercoaster Support Group, 
and eXtreme group of young people have 
been “instrumental in several significant 
developments since the initial inspection”. 
The inspection found that children and young 
people with SEND and their families have 
increasingly strong and influential voices in 

SEND SERVICES IMPROVED 
IN COUNTY DURHAM

the development of the area’s plans. There 
has also been a marked reduction in waiting 
times for specialist autism assessment and 
speech and language therapy assessment, 
with times now in line with national guidance.
Commissioning decisions, service planning 
and performance monitoring are also better 
informed by the area’s analysis of education, 
health and social care needs.  
Overall, both the council and Durham Clinical 
Commissioning Group were praised for their 
“greater collective ambition” for service users.
The council and partners are now working on 
an action plan to develop local SEND support 
even further for children and their families. 
This is being taken forward through the local 
SEND partnership.
Cllr Olwyn Gunn, Durham County Council’s 
cabinet member for children and young 
people’s services, said: “Partners across 
education, health and care services have 
worked together closely to address the 
issues that were raised in the previous 
inspection. We are immensely pleased to 
see that this work has paid off and that the 
significant improvements to the county’s 
SEND services have been acknowledged 
and praised in this inspection. 
“Going forward, it is crucial that the needs 
and views of young people and their families 
continue to be embedded at the heart of 
SEND provision, and our services are now 
working to continue developing this support 
even further.”
Cabinet will discuss a report on the recent 
inspection of local SEND services when 
they meet virtually on Wednesday, 8 July 
at 9.30am. Members of the public can 
view the meeting live via the council’s 
YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/
DurhamCouncil
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punk rock drive in
ROF59 Rear Field

Saturday 18th July 2020

from 5.00pm till 10.00pm

(Gates open 4.30pm)

Live Acts including:

The Clashed    -    Boilermaker    -    MC16    -    Zero Tolerance

Tickets Available only on

SKIDDLE.COM

£20.00 per car

(all occupants must have their own seat).

No Vans, Mini Buses or Pick Ups

All cars will be socially distanced parked

Bar will be open for drinks

Toilets available

Refreshments available

Staff /Volunteers on hand for advice

More than 30 apprenticeship vacancies at a North East local 
authority will offer new career opportunities for people looking to 
earn as they learn.
Durham County Council is recruiting apprentices across a wide 
range of occupations, with roles available from entry-level to degree-
level apprenticeships.
People have until Sunday 19 July to apply for the following 
opportunities, which are due to start in September.
• waste resource operative (Level 2)
• horticulture (Level 2)
• business administration (Level 3)
• HR support (Level 3)
• financial management (Level 3) 
• degree apprenticeships (Level 6) in civil engineering and
 quantity surveying  
The council is welcoming applicants of all ages and backgrounds to 
apply for the posts, which are advertised at www.northeastjobs.org.
uk
Twenty-year-old Josh Thorns had worked in various temporary 
roles, including casual work in leisure centres and teaching English 
to young people from other countries, before securing his current 
financial management apprenticeship with the council.
Josh started his three-year apprenticeship in September 2019, 
based at Durham’s County Hall, and is studying AAT qualifications 
with New College Durham. As he lives locally, in normal 
circumstances Josh can walk or cycle to work and his day release 
placement at college, but he is currently working from home due to 
the coronavirus pandemic.
Josh said: “I decided that rather than go to university, an 
apprenticeship would suit my career goals best. I was impressed 
with the council’s apprenticeship programme and the range of 
apprenticeships available, so I applied for several posts and was 
pleased to be appointed as a financial management apprentice.
“This has been a great way to start my career in accountancy and 
I’m really enjoying meeting new people, developing my skills and 
receiving a regular wage.”
Cllr Andrea Patterson, the council’s Cabinet member for corporate 
services and rural issues, said: “Apprenticeships can provide the 
perfect balance between practical experience and education, 
allowing people to earn whilst they work towards a recognised 
qualification at the same time.
“The impact of coronavirus means that the recruitment process for 
apprenticeship posts will be a little different this year, with interviews, 
enrolment, and induction carried out on-line, but all applicants will be 
supported throughout the whole process.
“The health and safety of the public and all our employees is priority. 
We have risk assessments and measures in place to ensure our 
existing staff and new recruits can all work safely, and I’m pleased 
that we’re still able to offer people this fantastic opportunity for 
people to start or develop their careers.”
To find out more about apprenticeship opportunities at Durham 
County Council, visit www.durham.gov.uk/apprenticeships

Applications Invited for 
Council Apprenticeships

2019 Group Shot

The mother of a young man who was killed during a night out is 
teaming up with Durham Constabulary to encourage revellers to 
drink responsibly this weekend.
The first pubs and bars are due to reopen after three months of 
lockdown on Saturday, July 4.
But Maxine Thompson-Curl is urging people to take it steady when 
they do decide to go back to the pub. 
Her son, Kristian Thompson, died after being punched in the head 
during a night out in Consett, on his 19th birthday, in 2011.
Since then, Mrs Thompson-Curl has led a campaign to raise 
awareness about the devastating impact drink-fuelled violence can 
have, while supporting other families in similar situations.
She set up One Punch North East as a campaigning group in 
2014, now a registered charity, and has spoken to thousands of 
schoolchildren across the region about what happened to Kristian.
Officers will be out in force this weekend across County Durham 
and Darlington to help keep people safe if they do decide to return 
to the pub. The force has also been working closely with its partners 
to ensure licensees are aware of their responsibilities and promote 
responsible drinking.
Chief Constable Jo Farrell said: “We are really pleased to see 
the pubs and bars reopening but we would urge people to act 
responsibly when the restrictions are lifted. Coronavirus remains 
a real risk to public health and we have seen some irresponsible 
behaviour nationally in terms of mass gatherings and antisocial 
behaviour. The vast majority of drinkers are responsible but we 
know some people will drink to excess or cause harm to others so 
we would encourage everyone in County Durham and Darlington to 
think twice about their actions and enjoy their weekend safely. The 
key advice is to know your limits and consider how you will get home 
safely.”

Drink Responsibly 
When the Pubs
Reopen This Weekend
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WALKERS
BUTCHERS and BAKERS
Simpasturegate • Newton Aycliffe • 312022

Aycliffe’s Longest Established Butcher & Baker

Your Local Family 
Butcher and Baker

FOR ALL YOUR MEAT REQUIREMENTS.
FULLY OPERATIONAL ON-SITE BAKERY.

Catering for Weddings, Funerals, Christenings, 
Private and Public Functions

(including Pie and Peas suppers)
Supplying restaurants, snack and sandwich bars.

Call for more details and quotes
www.walkersbutchers.co.uk

As Employability Day approaches, a scheme that helps people to 
learn new skills and breakdown barriers has welcomed two new 
partners on board. 
L!NKCD was launched in July 2019 and brings together community-
minded organisations and training providers to support people in 
County Durham who face multiple obstacles to gaining employment. 
Part funded by the European Social Fund (ESF), the scheme is led 
by Durham County Council’s Employability Durham service and is 
delivered in partnership with the local authority’s housing solutions 
team, Karbon Homes, Livin Housing Ltd and Changing Lives.
More than 150 people are currently receiving assistance through the 
scheme and, after recruiting two more delivery partners, it is hoped 
this number will continue to grow.
Northern Learning Trust and Bernicia Homes will join the project 
next month and are recruiting new members of staff to act as 
mentors, providing employability support to their tenants in County 
Durham.
The announcement was made ahead of Employability Day (Friday 
26 June), a nationwide campaign to celebrate and promote 
employment support led by the Employment Related Services 
Association. 
Aimed at fostering a sense of optimism and aspiration for the future, 
L!NKCD has a heavier focus on the exploration of ideas, training 
and volunteering than many other employability schemes. It is open 
to unemployed County Durham residents aged 18 and over and 
can be especially beneficial for those who do not feel ready for paid 
employment but are keen to explore the options available to them. 
One-to-one guidance is offered to identify and address barriers 
and promote wellbeing, while links are also made with other local 
organisations that can provide additional support.
Mentoring sessions are usually offered in community venues, but 
the team has adapted the way they work to ensure they continue 
to operate during the pandemic. This includes offering support via 
phone, email, video conferencing technology and social media.
Cllr Carl Marshall, Durham County Council’s Cabinet member for 
economic regeneration, said: “We are delighted Northern Learning 
Trust and Bernicia Homes are joining us as partners on the L!NKCD 
scheme. With their experience, we will be able to help even more 
people in County Durham to overcome barriers, enter the workplace 
and improve their quality of life. If you think you or someone you 
know could benefit from the scheme, I would urge you to get in 
touch and find out more about the support on offer.” 
L!NKCD is part funded by ESF as part of the 2014-2020 European 
Structural and Investment Funds Growth Programme in England.
For more information about the project, visit www.durham.gov.
uk/employability or contact the Employability Durham team on 
employability@durham.gov.uk or search for Employability Durham 
on Facebook.

New Partners Help 
Employability Scheme Expand

Thousands of passengers in the North 
East of England are set to benefit from 
more frequent, reliable rail services and 
better connections, thanks to £15 million 
of government investment, the Transport 
Secretary has announced today (Monday, 
June 29).
The new Horden Station in Durham 
opened to passengers for the first time 
this week, and will be served by one train 
per hour calling at all stations between 
Newcastle and Middlesbrough. This 
restores a vital link for up to 70,000 passengers in an area that hadn’t 
had a station over a 20 kilometre stretch, after the previous station 
was closed in the Beeching cuts in 1964.
The £10.55 million project, led by Durham County Council and 
Network Rail, has been supported by £4.4 million from the 
Department for Transport’s New Stations Fund.
The Transport Secretary has also announced £8.7million of 
investment to develop proposals for a package of enhancements 
to modernise Darlington station. These include two new platforms 
for local services, one new platform for southbound long-distance 
services and a raft of improvements to make the station more 
accessible.
A further £2.45 million has also been agreed to develop proposals 
which would see platform 2 at Middlesbrough Station extended to 
accommodate longer trains with more seats, and a new platform built, 
increasing capacity for local services and delivering more comfortable 
journeys for passengers.
Today’s announcement comes as engineering works continue on 
the £1.2 billion programme of infrastructure enhancements for the 
East Coast Main Line (ECML) that will increase capacity and reduce 
journey times. 
Power supplies north of York are being upgraded to enable more 
electric services to run, minimising the use of diesel fuel and 
reducing the impact on the environment.  The work between York 
and Newcastle is due to be completed by the end of 2022 with the 
upgrades between Newcastle and Edinburgh set to be completed 
around 12 months later.
The East Coast Main Line is also set to become Britain’s first mainline 
digital rail link with £350 million of new investment to install state-of-
the art electronic signalling designed to cut journey times and slash 
delays.
Conventional signalling will be replaced with a digital system that 
allows trains to talk to the track allowing the smooth the flow of trains, 
making journeys safer and reduce signal failures that every year result 
in thousands of hours of delays.

£15M Boost for Better Rail 
Journeys in the North East
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AYCLIFFE RADIO
LOCAL RADIO brought to you by LOCAL PEOPLE

Weekly Programme Schedule
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NEWTON AYCLIFFE
TOWN CENTRE MANAGEMENT
“Aycliffe Town Centre . . . Shopping for You”

Classic “Love Songs” Sun-Thurs 12 to 3am, Fri & Sat 2-4am

Updates from MP Paul Howell at 12noon daily
SATURDAY
9-10am Eurovision Show Simon Harding
10-12am Moderation Jack & Garvey
12-2pm Kitchen Floorfi llers Caz BoJangles
2-4pm Weekly Edition Paul Baker
4-6pm Northern & Classic Soul (R) Kevin Sowerby
“The Saturday Night Experience” Sponsored by
Bengal Lounge Indian Restaurant & Takeaway
6-8pm Evening Session JimJams
8-9pm Rock the House Carl Booth
9-10pm Retro Trance Mix OZ-DJ
10-12am Street ‘n’ Drum ‘n’ Bass MC Supa
12-2am Night Club Session
SUNDAY
9-10am Church Service Xcel Centre
10-11am Yesterdays Music Today Alan Brown
11-12pm Mystery Year Paul Baker
12-2pm Country & Americana Show David Ringer
Blues Show Sponsored by Whitehouse Funeral Service
2-4pm Bear Blues Show Colin & Monica
4-6pm Folk/Celtic/Rock Show Steve & Col
6-7.30pm Jazz Time Mike Dixon
8-10pm The Rock Show CAD
10-12am Paul’s Down Time Paul Kjenstad
MONDAY to FRIDAY DAILY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-2pm Memory Lane Gary Avery
2-4pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
MONDAY
6-7pm 60s Show Karl Simons
7-8pm 70s Show Peter Rush
8-9pm 80s Show Gary Avery
9-10pm 90s Show Paul Baker
10-11pm 00s Show Producer Dan
11-12am Teens Show Andy Fittes
TUESDAY
6-7pm Mystery Year Paul Baker
7.30-9.30pm Northern & Classic Soul Kevin Sowerby
WEDNESDAY
6-7.30pm Joey’s Jukebox Joey Collins
8-10pm Alternative Aycliffe Gaz n Alby
THURSDAY
6-8pm The List Colin McNeillie
8-10pm BeatRoote Graeme Roote
FRIDAY
6-8pm Techno Trance Mix PVR Studios
8-10pm 10th July - Martin Norris ‘Movin’ Melodies’
10-12am Alternative Aycliffe (R) Gaz n Alby

Check our website for full schedule
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk

Newton Broadcasting Limited (t/a Aycliffe Radio) is a Private Company Limited by Guarantee, registered on 19th February 
2018 in England and Wales. Registration number 11211835. Registered offi ce: Aycliffe Radio, c/o Blue Bridge Centre,

St. Cuthbert’s Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 6DS. Aycliffe Radio is CIC Registered (No. 11455404)
Scheduled shows can be changed/cancelled at any time.

LISTENING OPTIONS:
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk   -   Free App (all formats)
TuneIn   -   Radios Online   -   Internet Radio  -  Alexa
UK Online Radio   -   Radio Garden   -   Online Radio Box
Streema   -   StreamFinder   -   Deezer
Radio Shaker   -   www.radio.net
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Councils across the North East have joined forces to write to the 
region’s MPs amid an estimated £272m shortfall in government 
coronavirus financial support.
The Association of North East Councils (ANEC), which comprises all 
12 of the region’s local authorities, has this week written to all MPs 
in the North East calling on the government to commit to covering all 
costs councils face as a result of the pandemic.
The letter comes on the back of ANEC, which is chaired by Durham 
County Council Leader Cllr Simon Henig, writing to the Prime 
Minister last month.
The new letter sets out how North east local authorities have, to 
date, between them, received £166 million from the government to 
help them meet the costs of the pandemic. However the councils 
will have incurred a combined estimated £438m in costs and lost 
income by March 2021, giving a shortfall of £272m for the financial 
year 2020/21. The briefing note explains that if there are further local 
or national lockdowns the shortfall will increase.
It asks MPs that the government both: commit to fund all COViD-19 
cost and income pressures, and recognise the longer-term impact 
on council finances.
Cllr Henig said: “These figures lay bare the extent of the shortfall 
councils in the North East are facing in terms of the financial support 
provided by the government and the actual costs and lost income 
resulting from the coronavirus. While we are grateful for the funding 
we have received, it is clear that it is not anywhere near enough. 
“We have already written as ANEC to the Prime Minister asking for 
the government to cover council’s costs. We have now chosen to 
set out the financial situation our local authorities are facing to all 
our North East MPs in the hope they can support us in what we are 
asking for of government.”
The briefing note sets out the financial pressures the 12 councils 
face, namely: supporting the adult social care market by increasing 
weekly fees to finance the increased costs in relation to PPE, 
supplies and staffing costs; community support (food, support and 
advice); home to school transport costs; reductions in council tax 
and business rates income; lost income in leisure, culture and car 
parking; and trading losses. 
The note also sets out the medium and long-term issues facing 
councils as a result of the pandemic.
It says it is “essential that local government takes a leadership role” 
in the recovery of local communities and businesses as it is “best 
placed to work closely” with them. 
At the same, the note makes clear “recovery will need resourcing” 
with councils having “borne the brunt of austerity” and those in the 
North East “particularly affected”. It asks that sufficient resources 
be allocated to local government, “in a fair way” that is based on 
need, and calls for longer-term funding settlements that will “provide 
certainty.”
The briefing note speaks of the need for demand led services 
such as adults’ and children’s social care to be properly resourced, 
with recognition of the “significant” cost pressures resulting from 
increased demand for children’s social care in the North East.
It also refers to how funding raised from council tax is “inequitable” 
across the country, with percentage increases in “wealthier areas 
raising significantly more that increases in lower tax-base areas like 
the North East.”
Lastly the note calls for longer term government support for 
businesses, through wider business rates reliefs or continuing the 
furlough scheme for certain sectors.

ANEC Writes to 
Region’s MPs 
Amid £272m 
Shortfall
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BRIC-A-BRAC APPEAL
We are appealing for good quality items to use for auctions/raffles, car boot sales 
to help boost our funds and support more animals in need, as well as vert costs.

WILD BIRD APPEAL
In order to help the wild bird population over the winter months, we are appealing 
for donations of fat balls, peanuts and bird seed.

CAT FOOD APPEAL
We are in need off wet cat food, kitten food and cat litter to support the animals 
currently in our care.

DROP OFF POINTS
Any of the above items can be dropped off at Tesco’s, Honest John, Julie’s Pet 
Show or Grannies Choice - thank you for your support.

Please contact 01325 321855 or 01325 311215

N A S S L
NATIONAL ANIMAL SANTUARIES

SUPPORT LEAGUE

HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?
We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.

Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£49.00 inc VAT (per will) and Free Home Visit

During the day or evening
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE

PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

 Members of the Society of Will Writers
 F.Inst.PA (Qualifi ed Paralegal)

KEEP
YOUR
PROPERTY SAFE

All security solutions undertaken 
such as Grills, Gates, Bars,

Be-Spoke Boxes

Call DBS on 01325 307230
Mobile: Scott 07772 182357

Email: scott@dbs-fabrication.co.uk
Website: www.dbs-fabrication.co.uk

 

Contact Jon Bean
Chartered Financial Planner

Confused about
your pension

choices?
We consider your financial goals and

objectives to help plan for your
financial future. 

Whatever stage in life you're at, and
whatever your financial commitments

- and dreams - we're here for all of
life's major milestones

Email: jonb@ctwealth.co.uk

Call:
 

Contact: Jon Bean, Newton Aycliffe based Chartered Financial
Planner 07970865218
jonb@ctwealth.co.uk 
www.ctwealth.co.uk

The Supporting Families team would like to 
say a huge thank you to the Rotary Club, 
Newton Aycliffe for their kind donation which 
enabled us to buy 10 safety gates to keep 
our clients children safe from the stairs or 
the kitchen, especially as these were in short 
supply due to Covid19.
God bless you all, Sheena, Yvonne, Liz, Bob 
and Rachel, Supporting Families team.

Rotary Newton 
Aycliffe and 
Supporting 
Families

Greenfield Community College are delighted 
to announce that they have been recognised 
for their outstanding work and commitment 
to ‘student voice’.  They have achieved 
‘Runner Up’ in a national Secondary School 
Voice Award. 
Students at Greenfield Community College 
have been provided with a number of 
platforms and opportunities to ‘have their 
say’ and meaningfully contribute to their 
learning experience. This has included 
initiatives led by Greenfield Arts such as 
student leadership teams, conferences, 
projects, participation in teacher training, 
designing learning materials and taking 
part in a continual discussion and enquiry 
through their time4success lessons.
The voice of the students have also 
been communicated through their own 
‘Newhounds’ team; they are a group of 
enthusiastic and resourceful young people 
who have been instrumental in contributing 
to publications and learning resources that 
reflect the voice of their peers and support 
school improvement.
The awards highlighted the breadth of 
commitment the school has made and how 
this creates a meaningful discourse between 
staff and students.  The judge’s comments 
were exceptionally positive about the work at 
Greenfield Community College,  
The sheer scale of projects and promoting 
student voice here was arguably the most 
impressive feature; the idea of leaving 
a “footprint” in school was a particular 
highlight! I also look forward to hearing more 
from The Newshounds in the years to come, 
as well as seeing more from those featured 
in and who helped create the video. 
This school should also be highly 
commended for the mutual respect between 
staff and students that was so evident in 
their application.
Greenfield Community College is a 
Specialist Arts and Science School and 
is committed to providing opportunities to 
support students to reach their full potential.  
Greenfield Community College promotes an 
inclusive curriculum and a strong student 
voice, encouraging students to work 
together to realise an outstanding learning 
experience.
To find out more visit our website www.
greenfieldschool.net  or contact us by 
email for more information contact@
greenfieldschool.net 

Greenfield 
Recognised for 
Student Award

At this time of the year school leavers are 
usually preparing to attend a selection of 
careers fairs, maybe a small-scale event at 
their school or college or maybe a larger, 
national event. Following the Covid 19 
outbreak students are having to search online 
for information to help them with their options, 
research prospective employers or learn more 
about a specific industry.
To assist school leavers, Darlington 
Hippodrome has created a series of short 
videos giving an insight into the various roles 
available within the theatre required to ensure 
the smooth running of a successful arts 
venue. From box office management, front 
of house services and the financial aspects 
to marketing and management opportunities, 
several members of the Hippodrome staff have 
created videos based on their own position 
within the theatre.
Councillor Andy Keir, says “Working in a 
theatre is an exciting, enjoyable and fulfilling 
prospect for anyone with a passion for the 
arts with so many opportunities available 
throughout the creative arts and heritage 
sectors.”
The videos are being shared on the 
Hippodrome’s Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram feeds throughout the week.

HIPPODROME 
HOLDS VIRTUAL 
CAREERS FAIR
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John Whitehouse
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wh i tehouse
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Julie Whitehouse
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Private Chapels of Rest
and Funeral Plans

Surtees House
Hilton Road
Newton Aycli� e DL5 6EN

� e truly independent family
company caring for your needs

T: 01325 318600
(24 hour)
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A homelessness 
charity is set to prove 
the toughness of its 
furniture this weekend 
after kind-hearted 
owners of England’s 
highest pub bought 
tables ahead of its 
Saturday reopening 
event.
The world-famous Tan 
Hill Inn is situated on 
top of The Pennines in 
the North Yorkshire Dales and endures ferocious weather conditions.
Cornerstone Supported Housing and Counselling took the initiative to 
offer the Tan Hill one of its sturdy outdoor pub tables for free - asking 
for a chance to showcase its wares to the pub’s 55,000 Facebook 
followers.
But the owners went further, buying six and taking swift delivery of 
their durable tables from the Willington-based charity, last week.
The endorsement of Cornerstone’s not-for-profit furniture-making 
venture comes 24 years after the Tan Hill ‘Inn’famously boosted the 
fortunes of double glazing firm Everest.
The reopening on Saturday comes after Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson last week gave the green light for licensees of pubs and 
restaurants to return to business on July 4 under strict guidelines.
As a result, the team at the Inn has created an outdoor, safe-space, 
serving area, after being inundated with first-night bookings when the 
news was announced. 
Pub boss, Andrew Hields, took ownership of Tan Hill in June 2018 
and the spectacular fire-lit reopening is part of many exciting events 
and attractions planned for the historic venue. 
A spokesperson for the Tan Hill team took to social media, praising 
the efforts of Cornerstone and its furniture: “We are delighted with 
our new lovely tables from the charity Cornerstone. It’s so wonderful 
that Tan Hill Inn can have their urgent requirements for outside tables 
met by an organisation that is so valuable and doing such great work 
within the community. We think you will agree that these tables really 
are class!”
Cornerstone – which also has community hubs and supported 
housing in Hartlepool – developed its furniture business in 2010 to 
help it become less reliant on grant funding.
But the venture was forced to close its doors to customers for almost 
two months as a result of COVID-19 guidance and legislation.
However, after the boost of winning an £18,000 government grant 
last week that will help it to continue operating until the autumn, 
the charity is committed to working itself out of difficulty by selling 
its home and furniture, pub furniture and heavy-duty sheds and 
summerhouses.
Cornerstone provides emergency accommodation and semi-
supported living for homeless people including rough sleepers. Its 
staff and volunteers conduct regular late night and early morning 
street sweeps offering help and support to those they find.
Cornerstone also provides vocational training to help adults and 
young people not attending a traditional education facility to get into 
work – the training takes place through its joinery leaning and training 
centre and a number of its retail outlets.
Both paid staff and volunteers work at Cornerstone and some of 
the volunteers have the experience, both direct and indirect, with 
the criminal justice system. Cornerstone also provides family and 
relationship support. 
To find out more about Cornerstone visit www.cornerstone-north.org 
or The Tan Hill Inn www.tanhillinn.com

Tan Hill to Support Homeless 
Charity’s Furniture Project

Coronavirus testing has been made even easier and more 
accessible, the Health Secretary announced today. 
Six new ‘walk through’ local testing sites are now offering 
appointments to people in England, with the capacity to test 
hundreds of people each day and are all easily accessible by foot or 
on a bike. 
Three months since the first regional drive through test site was set 
up in Nottingham, there are now 68 such sites across the country, 
alongside six new walk-through sites in England, new mobile testing 
units, and special home test postboxes for safe and easy returns. 
Free and accessible testing is a cornerstone of the new NHS 
Test and Trace service, which is working to stop the spread of 
coronavirus in local communities and to support the lifting of 
restrictions so people can see more of their friends and family, help 
businesses get back on their feet and get people back in jobs. The 
NHS Test and Trace service has identified 113,925 people as recent 
close contacts since the service began on 28 May 2020.
The new walk-through sites will bring testing to the heart of 
communities, by focusing on offering appointments to people without 
cars who can safely travel on foot, without coming into contact 
with others. These sites will continue to be expanded where there 
is demand from local communities and will provide a convenient 
option, close to where people live and work.
Home testing kits can now be returned without booking a courier 
service, allowing those choosing this testing option to post their 
testing kits at any of the 30,000 Royal Mail priority postboxes across 
the UK, which will all be marked by a regionalised NHS logo by 3rd 
July.
In addition to this, 30 additional mobile testing units are now 
travelling the UK, responding to increased regional demand for 
testing, and supporting hard to reach areas. Mobile testing enables 
temporary testing sites to be set up quickly to serve communities 
on a rolling basis and target specific demand. This brings the total 
of mobile units to 147, currently staffed by military personnel, in 
England, Scotland and Wales and by civilian staff in Northern 
Ireland. This number will further increase to 236 across the United 
Kingdom by the end of July.
Specialised translation services will soon be offered across a range 
of 68 drive-through testing sites, to support people who don’t speak 
English as their first language such as Urdu, Punjabi, Bengali, 
Gujarati, Mandarin, Polish, and British Sign Language for people 
with hearing difficulties.
The expansion of testing announced today supports the existing 
NHS/PHE infrastructure, which has more than doubled its testing 
capacity since the coronavirus pandemic began, and supports our 
commitment to expand local direction of national testing resources 
and move to a more locally owned and delivered testing model. 
The Lighthouse labs were created at the same time existing NHSE/
PHE lab capacity was expanded, which allowed NHS capacity to be 
reserved to test patients and NHS staff while testing eligibility was 
broadened out through the lighthouse labs. This has meant we have 
always had the ability to test patients and were able to widen tests to 
staff, key workers and eventually everyone.
Across the UK testing capacity has been expanded to more than 
200,000 tests a day, meaning that anyone with symptoms can 
immediately book a test for free. Local Authorities in England 
will have greater autonomy to deliver different types of testing 
models which are suited to the needs of their population and local 
communities.
Anyone with symptoms of coronavirus - a high temperature, a new, 
continuous cough, or a loss or change to your sense of smell or 
taste – should book a test immediately.
In England, anyone testing positive will be contacted by NHS Test 
and Trace, to help them trace their recent contacts and further 
control the spread of the virus.

Covid-19 Testing Access 
Expanded Even Further
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IT SUPPORT & 
NETWORK SECURITY

TELECOMS  |  SECURITY
DEVELOPMENT

lucidgrp.co.uk
01325 582121  hi@lucidgrp.co.uk
Blue Bridge Centre, Horndale Ave, Newton Aycliffe,DL5 7YR

A special ‘drive-thru’ service has 
enabled the families of more 
than a hundred babies born in 
County Durham to register their 
births.
Local authorities were forced 
to suspend birth registrations in March in response to Government 
guidance on preventing the spread of coronavirus.
Changes to the rules mean that councils are now able to restart 
services but preparation work, such as the installation of protective 
screens, is needed to allow for social distancing in register offices.
Due to the demand for the service, Durham County Council has 
introduced a temporary drive-thru service to allow families to register 
their child’s births now.
Parents are given an appointment to visit Aykley Heads House 
Register Office in Durham and are asked to remain in their car when 
they arrive.
A registrar then calls the parents’ mobile and takes all the required 
information over the phone. The parents are then asked to step into 
the foyer of the building where their ID is checked, the paperwork 
signed and the birth certificate handed over – all in line with social 
distancing and handwashing measures.
In the past two weeks, 102 babies’ births have been registered in 
this way, including that of lockdown baby Theo George Todd, from 
Darlington. Theo was born on 27 April but his parents Ryan Todd 
and Kathryn Farrell had not been able to register his birth until this 
week.
Primary school teacher Kathryn, said: “We’re glad that Theo George 
is finally official after a very quick and easy registration process.”
Registrar Jade Harker, who issued Theo’s birth certificate, said: 
“It’s nice to have a bit of normality after the past few months. Being 
able to see the babies is lovely – even if it is from a distance. All the 
parents have been so grateful that their baby is now official and has 
a birth certificate – and that they can even apply for them to have 
their own passports now.”
Cllr Alan Napier, Deputy Leader of Durham County Council, said: 
“We know that many parents have been keen to register their 
babies’ births and that not being able to has been frustrating for 
them. It’s great that registrations can now take place but we do 
need to take some time to make sure that our register offices can 
accommodate social distancing and I hope that people will bear with 
us while we carry out this work.
“In the meantime, I am really pleased that we have been able to 
introduce the drive-thru service and that so many parents have 
already been able to finally collect birth certificates for their children.
“Our registration staff have been working particularly hard over the 
past few months and I would like to thank them for their dedication 
and commitment.”
To register a birth, email aykleyheadsregisteroffice@durham.gov.uk

Drive-Thru
Birth 
Registration 
Service 
Introduced

“NEWTON NEWS”
Deliverers Wanted

for all areas of the town

To put your name on our ‘Reserve List’

Telephone 01325 300212
“Earn some Pocket Money”

SUIT OVER 13 YEARS OR ACTIVE RETIREES

Greenfield Community 
College are looking 
forward to welcoming 
a group of Year 6 
students to a summer 
school as part of their 
transition to secondary 
school. 
The creative summer 
school, led by 
Greenfield Arts, is a 
lovely way for students to prepare for their new journey, becoming 
familiar with their new surroundings, meeting some of their teachers 
and forming friendships whilst learning creatively.
Previous summer schools have proven to be a great success helping 
everyone feel confident and secure in their new environment.  Last 
year’s students were given the opportunity to work with an artist and 
make their own film, sharing a positive approach and highlighting how 
to develop skills and attributes when starting school.  The film has 
been shared with students at Greenfield and is a wonderful resource 
for other students.  
This year’s summer school, ‘Future Me’, will help prepare the students 
for their new journey and develop their ability to be self-led learners.  
Greenfield will offer a safe and creative environment, taking into 
full consideration the expectations and guidelines in the current 
climate.  The students will be able to work creatively with artists and 
practitioners through their own creative project.  
This summer school offer is part of range of support and information 
provided by the school for new students and their families. Ms D 
Davis, Assistant Headteacher and Transition lead, has created a 
new webpage full of helpful information for getting ready to come to 
school, there is a virtual tour of the school to help students get familiar 
and there are weekly challenges to develop the Greenfield Learner 
attributes. Visit our webpage and look for the Transition tab for more 
www.greenfieldschool.net
In summer school and throughout their school years, students are 
developing their ability to be self-led learners.  Greenfield Community 
College promotes an inclusive curriculum and a strong student voice, 
encouraging students to work together to realise an outstanding 
learning experience.  Greenfield Community College is a Specialist 
Arts and Science school and is committed to providing opportunities 
such as summer school to support students to reach their full 
potential.  To find out more about our school please visit our website 
or contact us by email for more information contact@greenfieldschool.
net

Greenfield Summer 
School Returns
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Blue Bridge Centre, St. Cuthberts Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 6DS
Telephone: 01325 300212 (Option 6) • Fax: 01325 312893

Email: stephen@newtonpress.net 
www.newtonpress.net

.  .  .  AND ANYTHING ELSE YOU CAN DREAM UP!

YOUR PR INT OUR REPUTAT ION

Bags / Tags
Banners
Books
Brochures
Business Cards
Business Stationery
Calendars
Canvas Prints
Catalogues

Certificates
Desk Pads
Direct Mail
Draw Tickets
Event Invites
Envelopes
Embossing
Embellishing
Exhibition Displays

Flyers
Folders
Folded Leaflets
Greetings Cards
Labels
Letterheads
Magazines
Magnetic Signs / Labels
Mailers

Menus
Multi-Part Forms (NCR)
Notepads
Plastic Cards
Point of Sale
Postcards
Posters
Promotional Gifts
PVC Banners

Ring Binders
Roller Banners
Signage
Stickers / Labels
Vinyl Stickers
Wall Planners
Wedding Stationery
Window Stickers
Workwear

WE  DON’T  JUST  PR INT  THE
.  .  .  WE  DO ALL  THIS  TOO!

As a result of the Covid 19 Pandemic, the 
football season was cancelled, and also the 
end of season presentation evening, when 
we reward all of our 300+ players for their 
efforts throughout the football year. The club 
still intends to acknowledge the players for 
the season but in a smaller way. Therefore 
it was decided, by all our coaches, that as 
an FA Charter Standard Community Club, 
we should endeavour to help our local 
community in Newton Aycliffe.
We contacted both foodbanks in Newton 
Aycliffe and donated £500 each, to Junction 
7 and Durham Foodbank, for families in 
need in Newton Aycliffe. This donation was 
greatly appreciated by both organisations, 
who are doing a fabulous job in difficult times 
and we wish them all very best in their efforts 
in the future.

Youthy FC Support 
Town Foodbanks

Students in Years 10 and 11 at UTC 
South Durham are celebrating the results 
of the UKMT Intermediate Mathematical 
Challenge they participated in earlier this 
year.
The UK Maths Trust runs the annual 
competition which tests students on their 
mathematical reasoning, precision of 
thought, and fluency. Competitors achieve 
Bronze, Silver, or Gold certificates based 
on their results, and the top performers are 
invited to take part in the Pink Kangaroo, a 
follow on competition.
Of the UTC students who participated in the competition: 3 achieved gold, 4 were awarded 
silver, and a further 7 attained bronze. Those with gold certificates are in the top 6% of 
students nationally, the 4 with silver are in the top 20%, and the 7 bronze certificate holders 
are in the top 40%.
Year 11 student Rosie Stonehouse, and Year 10 students Owen Shepperson and Jayden 
Hawcroft were awarded gold. Rosie also won a certificate for achieving the best result at 
UTC, and Owen was awarded a certificate for having the best results in his year group. 
Rosie, Owen and Jayden have all qualified for the Pink Kangaroo, putting them inside the 
top 8000 students in the country.
The other students who were awarded certificates were: Sophie Simpson, Sam Bewick, 
Paul Orchard, Alisha Khan, Alycia Simpson, Darcy Abbs, Ethanial Whyvell, Harry Brown, 
Loui Kinnie, Mohib Khan, and Oscar Stockdale.
Speaking about the results, UTC Principal Tom Dower said: “Everyone at UTC is incredibly 
proud of the achievements of the students who participated in the Maths Challenge, and 
we are delighted to see that so many students have been awarded certificates. The results 
show the commitment of the UTC Maths team and the strength of their teaching.”
UTC South Durham is a specialist technical school and Sixth Form for 14-19 year olds. 
Based on the Newton Aycliffe Business Park, the school opened in September 2016 and 
focuses on STEM education.
Photo: Sophie Simpson (left) and Owen Shepperson (right) with their UKMT Maths 
Challenge certificates

UTC South Durham Students 
Excel in Maths Challenge
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Paul Howell
Member of Parliament
for Sedgefi eld

Contact:

paul.howell.mp@parliament.uk
Telephone: 020 7219 6385

Mobile: 07464 898442

PAGE
SPONSOR

A love of art, photography and the 
desire for a challenge has led two 
unlikely friends to make creative 
pieces to combat isolation during 
lockdown.
During our The Weardale Tub 
art project last year, 15-year-old 
Harry Short attended a glass 
making workshop at Killhope 
Lead Mining Museum with his 
mum, Lindsey.
A keen photographer and artist, 
Harry is home schooled due to 
a number of serious complex 
medical challenges but is 
passionate about photography 
and is involved in an art club 
which he set up in his local area.
While at the workshop at Killhope 
Lead Mining Museum, organised 
by the council’s Community Arts 
team, Harry met the project’s documentary photographer, local artist 
Elaine Vizor, and began talking to her about his own photography and 
art.
Since the workshop, with support from his mum, Harry has kept in 
contact with Elaine, who also teaches photography at Greenfield Arts in 
Newton Aycliffe, and the pair talk regularly about their love of creativity.
Combating isolation
However, at the beginning of lockdown, Harry was placed in the 
‘shielding’ category and was worried about being even more isolated 
than usual when not being able to leave the house during the 
coronavirus outbreak.
To help combat this, Elaine invited Harry to join her in her ‘TWELVE 
WEEKS’ project to create art to represent each week of the initial self-
isolation.  For the duration of the project Harry and Elaine have been 
challenging each other to create a different piece of artwork each week 
and they share their unique creations with each other.
The duo have now completed 12 weeks of creative art. Harry has 
created a variety of different pieces of art, from clay sculptures, felting 
and paintings to drawings, photography and other forms of creative art.
Meanwhile, Elaine has been creating Cyanotype images, using the 
vintage, cameraless photographic printing process that produces cyan-
blue prints, relating to different aspects of lockdown. A further challenge 
to both Harry and Elaine was to only use resources they had to hand 
already or saved from the bin as the weeks went on, strictly no buying 
in of new materials.
Bringing people together
Throughout this difficult period caused by the pandemic, Harry, Lindsey 
and Elaine have helped each other through some tough times and their 
art challenge has given them a focus and a connection despite being 
miles apart.
Cllr Joy Allen, Cabinet member for transformation, culture and tourism, 
said: “Harry and Elaine’s story is a heart-warming example of how 
creative hobbies like art and photography can bring people together 
during lockdown. Even though they can’t meet, the pair have been able 
to find something fun to share together and have been able to ease 
some of the difficulties of being isolated at this time. Supporting each 
other during this pandemic is vitally important for our communities, 
and also our physical and mental health, especially for those who are 
vulnerable or shielding during the coronavirus outbreak. I am pleased 
to see that a project set up by our Community Arts team has played its 
part in starting Harry and Elaine’s friendship which has been able to 
grow through their support for each other during lockdown and through 
their shared love of art.”

Creating the Way 
Through Lockdown 
with Supportive Art

Drug and alcohol recovery workers at County Durham Drug and 
Alcohol Recovery Services say they are “here to help” people who 
have become more dependent during the pandemic.   
Area Manager Phil Ransome said: “We believe some people may 
be misusing drink and drugs to cope with boredom, stress, anxiety 
about the future, about job insecurity and job loss. They may have 
troubles within their relationships.  
“We would like people to know we’re here to help them with any 
concerns or worries that they may have. Our friendly workers offer 
a full range of supportive services. They will work with you and 
develop a plan to deal with the issues you are facing.”  
The Global Drugs Survey (GDS) found that more than 55% of British 
drinkers who responded reported an increase in the number of days 
they consumed alcohol each week during the COVID-19 lockdown, 
with 33% of people reporting an increase in binge drinking.  
Almost 44% of British cannabis users reported the number of days 
they were using products containing THC had increased, whilst over 
a third of benzodiazepine users said the number of days they were 
using had increased.  
Having more time on your hands and being bored are given as the 
main reasons for increasing the use of THC and benzodiazepine, 
with secondary factors including addressing mood and worries. 
Phil explained that some people may not want to start to deal with 
issues or they may be worried about their safety or privacy. People 
may be thinking it wasn’t an ideal time to start dealing with this issue 
and they may also be worried about their safety should they begin 
counselling.  
“We understand just how difficult things are at the moment and as 
a service we’re committed to continue to help those people seeking 
our support.” 
Almost all appointments are taking place on the telephone, or via 
online Zoom meetings for both one to one and group discussions. 
This allows people to access services from the comfort of their home 
and to interact with others who are also receiving support.  Face-to-
face appointments are available when needed, with steps in place to 
ensure people are kept as safe as possible. 
To find out more, please call County Durham Drug and Alcohol 
Recovery Services on 03000 266 666 or email DurhamContact@
humankindcharity.org.uk for more details on how they can help. 
The GDS special edition on Covid-19 has been developed to 
understand the impact of the pandemic on people’s lives, with a 
specific focus on the use of alcohol and other drugs, mental health 
and relationships.

We’re Here for you
says County Durham
Drug and
Alcohol Service
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Storage
Space
To Let

* Subject to small business relief

First fl oor mezzanine storage space now available to let in an eco-
friendly building. Low ceiling in certain areas, hence storage only. 
Located at the entrance to Aycliff e Business Park on St. Cuthberts 
Way (old Newton Press building), easy access to A1M.

Space comes with:
 •  Secure Private Access •  Private Lockable Door
 •  Electric Points   •  LED Ligh� ng
 •  No Rates Chargeable* •  WiFi Available
 •  Communal Kitchen and Toilet Facili� es
 •  24 Hour CCTV Security in Opera� on

Approximately 40�  x 40� 
For more informa� on contact Stuart on 01325 300212

Parliament 
Talk

Another very interesting week last week, last Tuesday evening I 
joined the Aycliffe Rotary Club for their meeting as Jean Thompson 
handed over to Trish Pemberton as the new president for the 
2020/21 year. Cllr John Clare gave an interesting presentation on 
climate change and in particular the work being done in Durham. 
I wish Trish a very successful year as President, knowing her 
interests I am sure we will talk trains at some point.
On Thursday morning I attended the BEIS select committee where 
we began our discussions on the post pandemic growth inquiry. 
We started by looking at the Economic environment before the 
pandemic and discussing the impact with Professor Mariana 
Mazzucato, who is the director of UCL Institute for Innovation and 
Public Purpose and a Professor of Economics of Innovation and 
Public Purpose, and Professor Diane Coyle, who is the Bennett 
Professor of Public Policy at the University of Cambridge. 
Friday was another busy morning with back to back virtual meetings 
starting with the Chief Constable of Durham Constabulary, Jo 
Farrell, to talk in particular around antisocial behaviour and criminal 
damage issues. We followed this with a meeting of the Tees Valley 
MPs and TVCA Mayor Ben Houchen. Then it was Heart UK who 
were briefing me on CVD or cardiovascular disease. I will talk more 
on this another time but if you don’t have regular checks on your 
cholesterol levels please can I implore you to do so. After that I 
talked to local landlords about Durham County Council’s proposed 
selective licensing scheme and followed that with a call to Sue 
Jacques who is Chief Executive of County Durham and Darlington 
NHS Foundation Trust and the last call of the morning was a 
discussion around HS2.
The afternoon saw us back, looking at our new office, which is to 
be in Sydney House on the Business Park just next to Greggs. We 
are working on moving in and organising IT etc and expect to be up 
and running in a couple of weeks. I then popped into the Blue Bridge 
Centre to see the guys from Community Support and wished them 
well in their endeavours. It is wonderful to see someone picking up 
the mantle of Honest John’s work.
Over the weekend it was good to get into the town centre a couple 
of times and see the shopkeepers who are delighted to be back and 
open again, I would encourage you to go and support them.
Monday it was train to London time but before that I was able to 
catch up with people from Durham University who are undertaking 
modelling work around the impact of coronavirus. The data they are 
working with should be particularly useful as we exit this pandemic. 
In the afternoon we were debating the Business and Planning Bill 
in Chamber, during which I was also able to deliver my maiden 
speech. A very proud moment. 
This Bill is formulated around the changes to regulations that 
will temporarily allow more flexibility in areas like the creation of 
pavement cafes to allow restaurants and pubs to operate. In my 
maiden speech I thanked Phil Wilson for his efforts previously 
and wished him well. I was able to use the opportunity to strongly 
advocate for the need to make sure we continue our efforts to level 
up the UK. 
Tuesday saw me in the London office and included an online 
discussion around Climate Change with some constituents followed 
by the passing of the Immigration Bill later in the day.
As I am sure you are all aware there are significant liftings to 
lockdown restrictions starting this weekend on the Fourth of July and 
I hope we can all take the opportunity to support some of the places 
that have been shut for so long but in a sensible manner. Please 
respect the virus and continue to practice as much social distancing 
as you can. The rules are the minimums and there is nothing to stop 
you giving everyone more space if you can.
I wish you all a great week.
Stay safe and look after each other.
Paul Howell
Member of Parliament for Sedgefield 
Paul.Howell.MP@Parliament.uk   -   Tel: 020 7219 4272

Re-Usable Face Masks
Pack of 10 x Re-Usable Face Masks, Washable,
Certified Anti-Bacterial, Silver Ion Lining, UK stock.

Individually Packed

Washable at 60 degrees
For up to 50 washes.

Pack of 10 for only £30.00

Available from
Newton Press Reception

While Stocks Last
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BEAUMONT ARE HIRING
In order to fulfil our ever growing contract commitments, 
we are looking to add enthusiastic people to our team.

We are looking for experienced landscape operatives to 
work within our teams and carry out day to day tasks 
including but not limited to:
 - Grass Cutting - Strimming
 - Hedge Cutting - Litter Picking

The job will be a full time, seasonal role, with a guaranteed 
40 hours per week. Driving licence is essential and a trailer 
licence is beneficial. The applicant will need to be flexible 
and available to work overtime and weekends as required.

If you are interested in applying for a role, please send 
your CV through to sophie@beaumontgm.co.uk
Beaumont House, Groat Drive,
Aycliffe Business Park, DL5 6HY

07701 359375
548094

• Boilers Installed, repaired & serviced
• Full heating systems
• Bathroom refurbs
• Wall and Floor Tiling
• Showers • Electrics

We now accept all major debit/credit cards
*GUARANTEED SAME DAY CALL OUT*

01325 492715
01325 247364

For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338
waterways@talktalk.net

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs    Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes    Power Flushing

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596

Mobile 07931 591381

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs
Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing
Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

NC PLUMBING Services
All plumbing requirements undertaken

From a drip to a full bathroom refit
Complete bathroom specialist

Full tiling and wall cladding service
Full power flush service - No job too small

Central heating problems repaired

Neil 07882 233219 or 01325 589224
out of hours call out available

01325 589224

W. HEATHCOTE
Plumbing, Heating & Gas

Servicing and Repairs

Time served tradesman
Over 40 years experience

CALL OUT SERVICE

Boilers installed, repaired 
and serviced

Central heating systems
Power fl ushing

Bathrooms refurbished
Got a problem?
Give me a call

01325 307 052
07595 051 717

www.wheathcote.com

 
 
 

Plumbing

JK Roofing & Building
All Roofing and Building work undertaken

• Full Roofs  • Extensions  • Felt Roofs
• UPVC Fascias/Soffits  • Dry Verge/Ridge
Free estimates:

Tel: 07596 801534
or 07562 439455

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed
Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling

Felting & Pointing - Guttering
Fibre glass flat roofing

With 20 Years Guarantee
Free Estimates

Tel: 01388 605489
07986 217936

BREWARD
roofi ng contractors

Serving the region since 1945
• New Roofs • Flat Roofs •
• High Performance Felt •

Tiling, Slating, Fibreglass Roofs
• Stone Slating • Leadwork •

• Repairs • Chimneys •
•Dry Verge Systems •

uPVC Guttering, Soffi ts & Facias
• Storm Damage • Velux •
Insurance Work Welcome

All Work Guaranteed
Time Served - Free Estimates

Finance Available

01388 661308 or 07967 018998

Roofing

Jacks Driving School
Fully Qualified High Grade Instructors

 TRAILER/CARAVAN
 TRAINING ALSO
 AVAILABLE

Helping you to relax, enjoy and build confidence
Excellent first time pass rate - Block booking offers

Jack: 07949 195 184
Special offer: First 5 hours £90 - www.jacksdrivingschool.co.uk

Driving School

NEWTON NEWS
NEWTON NEWS is published and 
printed by Newton Press, which was first 
established in 1948 and incorporates “The 
Newtonian”. Visit the on-line version at 
www.newtonnews.co.uk
DISCLAIMER Newton News cannot be 
held responsible for advertisers offering 
goods or services. As a general rule we would 
advise anyone NOT to part with any money 
until the order has been completed to your 
full satisfaction. All information is correct, 
to the best of our knowledge, at the time of 
printing. Newton News accepts articles in 
good faith and takes no responsibility for 
errors and/or omissions.

Foster Joinery Services
All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

From inside the home: Doors, Hardwood and Laminate 
Flooring, Skirting and Architrave, Staircases and 

revamping what you already have, Loft entrances and 
Loft Ladders.

To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.
Also Plastering Tiling and Bathroom fitting.
No job too small - Can supply all materials

Just ring 07748 967 374 for a FREE quote

C SMILLIE
• Joinery •
• Building •

• Decorating •
Established 1984

Apprenticeship Served

312024  after 6pm

Joinery

TV.  AERIAL  FITTERS
All aspects of aerial work undertaken

01325 307075

Quick service & fair prices 

Richard NaylorCall

CCTV

15% OFF
with this 

advert

Aerial Installations

No Job Too Small
Installation Certificates

Fuse Board Upgrades
Rewires  |  Lighting

Extra Sockets
Fault Finding
Free Quotes

• EMERGENCY CALL OUTS •
Contact Dave on

Telephone:

01325 317535
07563 088 946

DJW
ELECTRICS

• Fuse Board Upgrades •
• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •

• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •
• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on 

01325 313282
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)

Check out our website for monthly
deals: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

Electrical

Caravan and Motorhome 
Servicing & Repairs 

Insurance work undertaken

01325 582005
info@ratedservicingandrepairs.co.uk

Caravan

SHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Door
Repair

Specialist

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs
Mechanism Repair/Replacement
Door Adjustment - Door Furniture
Emergency Door Opening
90% OF PARTS IN STOCK

24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114
07748 044 808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Locksmith

VALLEY
WROUGHT IRON

High Quality Gates, Wall
Railings & Garden Fences

Free Estimates and Advice
Experienced Tradesmen

Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Contact Stephen on
07976 554046 anytime

E: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www. valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Iron / Steel

Pest Control

01325 301063
07790 732089

www.pestguard1.co.uk

CALL PESTGUARD TODAY
Newton Aycliffe Based

Fully Licensed & Insured
30+ years trading

throughout the North East

PROTECH
Direct Pest Control

Experts in industrial, 
commercial & domestic 
pest control. 18+ years 

experience, fully insured, 
free quotes.

Tel 01325 310520 or 
07896 848856 (24 hours)

Pest Control

Remember to tell the 
advertiser you found 

them in the Newton News

NEWTON NEWS
NEWTON NEWS is published and 
printed by Newton Press, which was first 
established in 1948 and incorporates 
“The Newtonian”. Visit the on-line 
version at www.newtonnews.co.uk
DISCLAIMER Newton News cannot 
be held responsible for advertisers 
offering goods or services. As a general 
rule we would advise anyone NOT to 
part with any money until the order has 
been completed to your full satisfaction. 
All information is correct, to the best of 
our knowledge, at the time of printing. 
Newton News accepts articles in good 
faith and takes no responsibility for 
errors and/or omissions.

Remember to tell the 
advertiser you found 

them in the Newton News
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Time Served Royal Horticultural Society Arborist
• Felling, Dismantling & Pruning • Hedge Cutting

• STUMP GRINDING AND REMOVAL
• Local Authority Approved Contractor

All Areas Covered - Free Quotations and Advice

Alexander Walker TechArborA., ND Arb., SOC Arb
Fully Insured - Professionally Trained - Aycliffe Based

07544 802052 or 01325 321113
www.awtreecare.co.uk

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work

Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking & 

Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432

Mobile: 07765 374 905

LANDSCAPE & BLOCKPAVING 
SPECIALISTS

GARY O’CONNOR
•  Driveways  •  Patios  •  Paving

•  Walling  •  Fencing  •  More
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE WITH VERY 

COMPETITIVE RATES CALL GARY ON

01325 320 267
07866 561 340

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm
Saturday: 8.30am - 12pm

01325 787 550   -   LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE

GARDEN 
SERVICES

Lawns Cut - Hedges Trimmed
Trees & Shrubs Pruned,
Cut Back or Removed

TEL 01325 318269
www.esproperty-estate.co.uk

Gardening

Alpine Landscapes
Patios, Driveways, 

Fencing, Decking, Gravel, 
Turfing, Walls. All work 
guaranteed. 25 years 

experience, est 15 years, 
professional advice.

alpinelandscapes.co.uk 
Alan on 07974 710351

Martin Shires
Garden Landscaping 

Services, Block Paving 
Specialists. Fencing, 

Decking, Patios, Walls, 
Turfing, Hedges. Quality 

guaranteed work.
Tel 01325 321891
or 07989 024 501ROSEWOOD

TREE WORK
Felled, Pruned, Hedges 
Cut, Fencing, Gravel.

All aspects of
groundwork considered.

20% off for OAPs.
Tel 01325 318679
or 07740 999075

Full House, Part Load
or Single Items.

Local and National
Storage Available.

01325 319842
07970 201841

or 07857 602267

Smiths
removals

Your Move
Local Family Run Business

Est. 2005 - Fully Insured
Single Items from £15
3 Bed House from £99

Call Jor for a free quote
Tel: 07535 362591

ACORN 
REMOVALS

SINCE 1992

LOCAL & NATIONWIDE 
Call Tony on

07779 89 00 06

Removals

Man With Van
cheap removals also 
household furniture 

bought.
Tel 07860 560 295

Man With Van
cheap removals also 
household furniture 

bought.
Tel 07860 560 295

Storage

“U” STORE
Aycliffe Business Park
Domestic and Industrial 
storage. Open 6 days a 
week. Large and small 

containers from
£12 per week

317716, 07850 646355

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator

Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate
01325 483 697

or 07745 037 754

Decorating

C. A. Plasterers
all plastering work,

artex skimmed,
small jobs, free estimates
Tel: 01388 721206

Property Repairs 
& Maintenance
Call your Local Handyman
From Flat Pack Assembly to 
Laminate Flooring, Decking, 
Gutters Cleaned & Cleared, 
Pressure Washing, Fencing, 

Patios & Much More
Call us on 01325 318269 or 
www.espropertyservices.co.uk

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES

• Carpet and 
upholstery cleaning
• Leather cleaning 

and repair
• Pressure washing

• Gutter clean & repair
• End of tenancy cleans

• Domestic and  
Commercial cleaning
• Janitorial supplies

• Fully insured

07895 697 115
01325 494294

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE REPAIRS

ALL MAKES OF WASHERS
TUMBLERS, MICROWAVES
DISHWASHERS
VACUUM CLEANERS
FRIDGE/FREEZERS
COOKERS
* Free Estimates
* No Call Out Charge
* Appliances Plumbed in

Telephone:  321756

Revive Your Drive
High Powered Pressure Washing

Specialists in Drives, Gutter
Fascias, PVC, Sealing, Walls

Patio Repointing and Path Ways
Using the best pressure

washing system in the UK
Free Unbeatable Quote

Tel 07525 774559

PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

& REPAIRS
from Fencing & 

Decking Outside to 
Internal Refurbishments 

Inside. All Those 
Small Handyman Jobs 

Considered Too.
Call: 01325 318269

or Visit:
esproperty-estate.co.uk

Carpet Fitter
and vinyl flooring 

specialist.
Contact Richard 

on  07946 435 177

GUTTER 
CLEANING 

SERVICE
Gutters, Fascia and 

Soffits cleaned.
Paul 07399 628345

For all your 

Wedding 
Stationery  

contact

NEWTON 
PRESS
300212

sales@newtonpress.net

Remember to tell the 
advertiser you found 

them in the Newton News

StainKleen
Professional Cleaning Services for Carpets, Upholstery, Rugs

and Leather Cleaning - Tiling and Grout Floor Cleaning
RAPID DRYING - FULLY INSURED

Tel Paul on 01325 493003
Mobile: 07817 573 604   -   Web: www.stainkleen.co.uk

DRAGON 
DECORATORS
All aspects of interior 
& exterior decorating, 
including children’s 

artwork. Over 25 years 
experience. Member of 
“Checked & Vetted”. 
No job too small, free 

estimates. During Covid 
endemic I will be wearing 

full PPE clothing.

Contact Colin on 
07952 364426

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutter and UPVC
Cleaning Service

No Ladders Required
Conservatory Cleaning
Also Gutters Renewed

and/or Repaired

07519 376870

Home Services

A Darlington wine merchant has introduced 
several new measures to ensure business 
continues despite the ongoing Coronavirus 
lockdown. 
Frivolity Bottle Shop, which is located in 
Cockerton, has launched a delivery service 
to cater to customers remaining at home 
through the pandemic, as well as expanding 
its team to fulfil demand. 
A new website is also on the cards as owner 
David Tindale adapts to a growing customer 
base and a new way of sharing his wines, 
beers and spirits. 
With wholesale trade to bars and restaurants 
and twice-monthly shop events forced on 
hold, David was determined to not let the 
lockdown affect his business and took the 
steps to allow Frivolity to remain as close to 
‘business as usual’ as possible. 
Fast forward 14 weeks and deliveries are 
continuing to thrive. Now, David has enlisted 
the help of local web development company, 
Webahead Internet Ltd, to accommodate the 
ever-growing orders.
The new website will allow David to expand 

Fun and Frivolity Continues 
at Darlington Bottle Shop

his reach beyond his native Cockerton, by 
extending delivery of Frivolity’s extensive 
range of products further afield in Teesside 
and County Durham, as well as offering 
nationwide next day delivery and gift options. 
Frivolity opened in Cockerton in July 2019, 
after David made the leap to move from 
market stalls and street food markets to his 
own premises. Now, he’s looking forward to 
first birthday celebrations.
For more information on Frivolity and its 
services, visit https://frivolitybottleshop.selz.
com
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Small Unit to Let
Close to A167 & A689
Ferryhill/Aycliffe area

10m x 10m Brick
Farm situation

Suitable for builder etc
storage only, £140 month

Tel 01388 720464

Unit To Rent

Gems Freelance
Hair Styling
(Formerly of Mosaics)

All services provided:
Cuts & Colours

Perms and Wedding
Gents and Kids

Call for prices

07746 131321

Hairdressing

CHIROPODY
Mr P. Oliver

BSc (Hons)  -  M.Ch.S
for a Home Visit call

01325 320126

Chiropody

Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Opticians

BVA Foundation
FREE
Confidential
Post Abortion
Counselling 
available

Telephone:
01642 616077

SAMARITANS
13 Woodland Road

Darlington.
We are here for you 24 

hours a day.
Freephone 116123

Personal Aycliffe 
COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification

PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades  -  Data Recovery
Windows 10 Installation

Broadband Installation
Networking  -  Anti Virus

Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

No Call Out Charge Within 
Newton News Circulation area

Contact Rob
01325 310737
07841 867170

aycliffecomputers@googlemail.com

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED 
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER 

BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

Computers

Contact Katrina
at The Dog Bar

for all your grooming needs

07757 836 805

DOG 
GROOMING

Est. 2019

Pets

DOG WALKING
(Dave Oliver)

Daytime, half hour 
£5.50 per dog. Police 

checked and fully insured. 
Experienced dog handling.

Tel 07756 825637

Ron Rose Art Club
Meet Friday 1-3pm
at the RAFA Club,
Barrington Road

Public NoticeTuition

Enjoy Learning
Guitar, Bass or
Drums at home.

Roger 01325 321444
Friendly, Experienced

Secondhand Canon 
printer, MG 6650, 
copy print and scan 
facility. Perfect 
condition.  Spare ink 
cartridges, installation 
CD rom. £20. Ring 
07771 528955
New double divan with 
Damask mattress, 
delivery arranged, 
£125. Tel 07789 
113343
Wheelchair £40; 
Walking Aid with seat, 
brakes and 4 wheels, 
£25. Tel 07956 
089630

For Sale

HOUSE TO RENT 
Now available.

3 bedroom house in 
Guthrum Place, Newton 
Aycliffe.
Contact Langdale Estates 
on 01388 810500 for more 
information.

39 St Barbara’s Walk

Large 3 bedroom, fully 
furnished with new carpets 
throughout, secure garden 
front and rear with parking.
£525 per month. Please call 
Neil 07770 965148

3 BEDROOM
property for rent in Newton 

Aycliffe.
Lovely area.
With garage.

Call 07971 278250
for details

2 BEDROOM HOUSE
for rent in Carr Place,

Newton Aycliffe.
Available from 24th June.

Monthly rent £450
Plus £450 bond in advance.

Tel 07708 322474
Social distancing required 

for all viewings.

Accommodation

2 BEDROOM
First floor flat.

in Heighington with parking
Immaculate condition.

£480 pcm
Tel 07894 141553

Wanted

Household
Furniture Bought

Tel. 07860 560295

Mobility Scooter
working or not,

also any disability items
Tel 07401 133459

Have a great HAIR day 
in the comfort of your 

own home with
Marie’s Mobile
Hairdressing
22 yrs + experience
Specialist/Expertise 

with Elderly/Vulnerable 
Cuts - Perms

Colours - Shampoo/Set
Tel 07799 165707

There’s still time for County Durham gardeners to win a £30 National 
Garden Voucher in a council photography competition.
The Garden Treasures contest has been organised by Durham 
County Council and encourages people to share why their beautiful 
outside spaces are important to them.
Residents have until Monday 17 August to submit images of their 
floral displays and green spaces, along with a brief explanation of 
how gardening has helped them through the coronavirus pandemic, 
to be in with a chance of winning.
Entries can be made in any of the following five categories, up to a 
maximum of four images per person:
• Garden, either front or back 
• Yard area
• Floral containers, including baskets, tubs and troughs 
• Children’s garden area  
• Most improved (please send before and after photographs) 
One winner from each category will receive a £30 National Garden 
Voucher and their photo will be included in a public vote to decide 
the People’s Choice award.
The competition is open to all County Durham residents over the 
age of 18, with parents and guardians invited to make a nomination 
on behalf of younger gardeners.
Cllr Brian Stephens, Durham County Council Cabinet member for 
Neighbourhoods and local partnerships, said: “We’ve received some 
fantastic entries already, but we know there are many more people 
who have been busy in their gardens and we’d love them to share 
their photos with us. Green spaces have become so important to a 
lot of people during the coronavirus pandemic and we’re looking to 
celebrate the positive effect outdoor spaces can have during these 
difficult times.
“Whether it has helped people to keep active, offered a peaceful 
area to relax or become a place to share quality time with friends 
and family, we want to see what people have created and hear why 
their garden means so much to them right now.
“We’re not necessarily looking for large, grand spaces or profes-
sional standards – the competition is open to everyone, from total 
beginners to experienced gardeners, whatever the size of their 
growing space. With a £30 garden centre voucher up for grabs in 
each category, it’s definitely worth a go.”
To enter, recent photographs, no larger than 4MB and in JPG 
format, should be emailed to civicpride@durham.gov.uk along with 
contact details and a brief description of what the garden or planted 
area means to entrants at this time. 
Submissions should not be framed or contain watermarks and are 
restricted to four pictures per entry. Photographs with people in them 
will not be accepted.
Suitable entries will be uploaded to the Civic Pride Instagram page 
www.instagram.com/civicpridedurham/#GardenTreasures where 
they can be viewed and shared.
Entries for the individual categories close on Monday 17 August. 
The People’s Choice award will be open to voting from Tuesday 18 
August until midnight on Thursday 20 August.
Winners will be notified by telephone or email by Friday 28 August.

Still a Chance 
to Grab a 
Gardening 
Prize
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Whilst looking through last week’s Newton 
News I noticed an article on garden 
makeovers during lockdown.
Above are before and after images of my 
patio. The base is hand stencilled, cost £50 
in paint and sealant; and the new sofa cost 
£350. The project took me two days from 
start to finish and we absolutely love it.
I am a part time art teacher, so it was nice to 
get my hands dirty and create some art for 
us to enjoy over the weekends of lockdown 
and in the future.
We got prices, all of which we considered, 
but, with extra time on our hands, we 
decided to be thrifty. In the money we 
saved we have now been able to afford 
the materials needed for our new fence. 
Which was out of reach originally. We used 
masonry paint, a laser cut stencil, which we 
made ourselves and got to work.
Wasn’t easy going on the knees, but worth 
it, now it’s done. We bought this house two 
years ago, and I’ve always felt the need to 
apologise to people when they visit, for the 
state of the garden, as we hadn’t got round 
to doing it. But now it’s going to be the place 
I take people first. Hopefully our two young 
labradors don’t destroy it in the mean time.
Sabrina Brett
ED: Send your lockdown project details to 
paul@newtonnews.co.uk

Lockdown 

Project
Kathleen Elliott

12th June 2020

In Aycliffe Care Home, 
aged 98 years. Kathleen 
(nee Longstaff).
Loved Wife to the late 
Jimmy, beloved Mum 
to Alistair and Finlay, 
dear Sister to Jenny 
and the late Isobel.

Barbara Sutton
14/5/1932 - 3/7/2015

On this day our Mother 
and Nana and Dad and 
Grandad were back 
together again.
Our two angel’s in 
Heaven and you will be 
forever in all our hearts.
With the love you give 
us, we will never forget.
R.I.P.
All the family

Jeff Clark
Died 4th July 2002

Treasured memories 
of my dear devoted 
friend. Forever in my 
thoughts.
Joy Marie

Paul Clark
Died 8th July 2009

Memories of my dear 
friend Paul. Always in 
my thoughts.
Joy Marie

Birthday Remembrance

Maureen Savage
6th July 1938

If roses grow in Heaven Lord, pick a bunch from me. 
Please them in my Mother’s arms, tell her they are 
from me. Tell her we love and miss her and when she 
turns and smiles, place a kiss upon her cheek and tell 
her it’s from us and hold her for a while.
Because remembering you is easy, we do it every 
day. But there is a ache within all our hearts that will 
never go away.
Happy Heavenly Birthday Mam.
Love always, Kim, Yvonne, Ruth, Brian and all family

June Storey
26th June

Marilyn (Nee Sheldon) 
aged 70 years, 
following a long illness 
bravely borne.
Much loved Wife of 
Laurance; loving Mam 
of Andrea, Gemma and 
the late Craig; Mother-
in-Law of Lee and 
Michael and treasured 
Nanna of Eve, James, 
Faye and Jack.
A private family 
Funeral Service will 
take place at Wear 
Valley Crematorium on 
Monday 6th July.

Jeff Clark
Died 4th July 2002

To us you were so 
special. We only wish 
with all our hearts that 
you were here with us 
today.
From all your loving 
family xxx

Paul Clark
Died 8th July 2009

With cherished 
memories of a very 
special Husband and 
Father. Loved and 
missed so very much.
Carole, Adam, Diane, 
Finley, Matthew, Sarah, 
Emilia and all your 
loving family xxx

Jenny Lockey
Newton Aycliffe

Wife of the late Jack 
Lockey. Passed 
away peacefully in 
Lindisfarne Care Home 
on 27th June 2020.
A much loved Mam, 
Grandma and Great-
Grandma.
Thanks to Lindisfarne 
staff for their wonderful 
care.

Margaret 
Peterson

Newton Aycliffe

Suddenly, at home, on 
29th June. Margaret, 
aged 82 years. She will 
be sadly missed by all 
who knew her.
Due to current 
circumstances a small 
private gathering for 
the Funeral will be held 
in St. Clare’s Church on 
Wednesday 15th July 
at 12.30pm followed 
by interment in West 
Cemetery, School 
Aycliffe.
Margaret would 
appreciate summer 
clothing to be worn 
please.

In Memoriam

Denise Rowland
(nee Baxter)

Denise, who passed 
away peacefully 
surrounded by her 
loving family on 19th 
June 2020, aged 73 
years.
A beloved Wife to 
William; a dearly loved 
Mother and Mother-in-
Law to Tracey, Mark, 
Julie, John and George; 
also a devoted and 
much loved Nana and 
Great Nana. She will be 
sadly missed by all her 
family and friends.
Funeral to take place 
at St. Clare’s Church 
on Friday 10th July at 
11.45am, followed by 
burial at West Cemetery

Obituary

Brian Dunn
8th July 2010

It’s been the hardest 
thing to lose you, you 
meant so much to me.
But you are in my heart 
forever, and that is 
where you will always 
be.
Deeply loved and 
missed, from your 
loving Wife Margaret 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Brian Dunn
8th July 2010

The Best Little Dad and 
Granda in the world!!

We treasure all our 
memories of the happy 
times we had. With the 
wisest, most caring 
one in a million Granda 
and Dad.
Deeply missed and 
loved always, from 
all your Bairns and 
Grandbairns.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

For all your print requirements
Newton Press 300212

HAPPY 21ST BIRTHDAY
JACK HOWARTH

5TH JULY

21 years of having you as our son, now that is 
something to celebrate! Not what you had in 

mind, but enjoy anyway.
All our love Mam & Dad xxx

Happy birthday bro, have a good day, love Joe xx
Happy 21st birthday Jack. 

Lots of love Nan, Grandad, Lee & family xxx

Congratulations

Veronia (Von) Hudson
(Nee Coglan also known as Bradley)

of Newton Aycliffe, peacefully at home with her loving 
family by her side on June 27, aged 84 years.
A much loved wife of the late Robert (Bob), a dearly 
loved Mam to Angie, Phil and the late Paul; a treasured 
Gran and Ganny and a dear Sister and Friend.
Funeral service to take place at St Clares Church, 
Newton Aycliffe on Monday July 13 at 12.45 pm. 
To be followed by committal in Stephenson Way 
Cemetery.
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LOW PRICES ON NEW
• Doors • Windows • Conservatories •
• Porches • Guttering • Facias •
• Soffits • Brickwork • Door Canopies •

We also complete all aspects of
repair work on:  • Misted Units •
• Broken Locks • Leaks •

For a sensible, no obligation quotation
07816 675935 anytime or 304286 after 6pm

THE WINDOW GUYTHE WINDOW GUY
DOOR
SALE

NOW ON

Free Delivery on Orders £10+
10% Off  Collections

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

TAKEAWAY
Monday to 
Wednesday

BANQUET SPECIAL

ONLY £9.95

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

Bengal..Lounge

OPEN
NEW YEARS EVE
FROM 4.30pm

BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £9.95

Available Thursday only
• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad
• Any Appetiser   • Any Main Course  • Any Rice or Nan

(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions applyTA
KE

 A
W

AY

THALI NIGHT
TUESDAY NIGHTS ONLY
ONLY £11.95

DINE IN

VALENTINES
BOOKINGS
Now Accepted

Mother’s Day Special
Sunday 22nd March
£11.95 - Book your table now

DINE IN

DINE IN

WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY
BANQUET SPECIAL

ONLY £10.95 Per Person

OPEN Christmas Day
Taking bookings now

Call us 01325 313326 to book your table
Deposit required when booking

BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £9.95

Available Thursday only
• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad

• Any Appetiser   • Any Main Course
• Any Rice or Nan

(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions applyTA
KE

 A
W

AY

Now taking bookings for
VALENTINE’S DAY

Valentines Special 
£28.95 per couple
Poppodoms & pickles - Any two 
starters - Any two main courses 

- Any rice and naan bread
Between two people - T&C apply

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • 01388 772671  |  30-31 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7JJ • 01325 463303
Also 
available in leather

ELECTRIC and MANUAL
R EC L IN E R  SU I T E S

Park right outside our showroom 
and shop at your leisure!

OVER 20 IN STOCK 
FOR

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

Fault Finding / Repairs Qualifi ed Electrician
Extra Lights and Sockets Reliable Service
New Fuse Boards / Alarms Tidy Work
Rewires   Free Quote
Landlord Inspections  Satisfaction Guaranteed

Whilst the government strategically plan the 
next social distancing rules under the current 
covid-19 pandemic, and Newton Aycliffe 
Sports Club plan to open the clubhouse on 
July 4th using government guidelines to 
protect the public and staff, Newton Aycliffe 
RUFC are being proactive in planning for the 
coming new season.
All rugby clubs in England are guided by 
strict rules and regulations from the RFU. 
The road map for the community rugby 
game has reached phase B. This allows 
small groups of up to 6 players to train in 
preparation for match fitness. Club coach, 
Bob Malvern, is keen to get the current crop 
of players down to Moore Lane to start the 
training programme for the 2020/21 season. 
A trial session will run on Wednesday 1st 
July with a select 6 to test all the safety 
precautions before all available players can 
start pre-season training under the strict 
guidelines on subsequent Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings.
The league structure and start dates have 
still to be finalised. This said, the club are 
now actively recruiting new players.

PLAYERS WANTED 
Do you want a fresh challenge?
Returning to rugby?
Fancy a change of club?
New to Newton Aycliffe?
Newton Aycliffe is a family club, so why not 

Aycliffe Rugby Prepare 
for New Season

come and give it a try?
New players of all ages are always welcome, 
whether new to the game or experienced. 
We can offer you a place in our senior 
squads or you can help start, and be part 
of, the first ever senior ladies team which 
we are keen to introduce at Newton Aycliffe 
RUFC.
Kids rugby training will resume at the club as 
soon as the RFU guidelines allow.
For further details about senior rugby contact 
club coach Bob Malvern on 07398 167461. 
For further details about youth development 
contact Director of Rugby, Pete Ryans on 
07796 172599.
Follow Newton Aycliffe Rugby on Facebook.
https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/
newtonaycliffe


