
LOW PRICES ON NEW
• Doors • Windows • Conservatories •
• Porches • Guttering • Facias •
• Soffits • Brickwork • Door Canopies •

We also complete all aspects of
repair work on:  • Misted Units •
• Broken Locks • Leaks •

For a sensible, no obligation quotation
07816 675935 anytime or 304286 after 6pm

THE WINDOW GUYTHE WINDOW GUY
DOOR
SALE

NOW ON

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

Bengal Lounge
BANQUET SPECIAL

ONLY £9.95
Available Thursday only - Take Away
• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad
• Any Appetiser   • Any Main Course  • Any Rice or Nan

(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions apply

01325 465 647 
24 hours, day and night 

59A Bondgate / Darlington / DL3 7JR 

Bedroom
Image

Sliding Wardrobes
Manufactured in our Newton Aycliffe Factory

www.bedrooomimage.co.uk
Visit our new studio at:

24 Cockerton Green, Darlington DL3 9EU

Telephone (01325) 464100
or

Middlesbrough and Washington
Telephone 0191 417 9174

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

Fault Finding / Repairs Qualifi ed Electrician
Extra Lights and Sockets Reliable Service
New Fuse Boards / Alarms Tidy Work
Rewires   Free Quote
Landlord Inspections  Satisfaction Guaranteed

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • 01388 772671  |  30-31 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7JJ • 01325 463303
Also 
available in leather

ELECTRIC and MANUAL
R EC L IN E R  SU I T E S

Park right outside our showroom 
and shop at your leisure!

OVER 20 IN STOCK 
FOR

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

Newton News, Blue Bridge Centre, St. Cuthberts Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co Durham DL5 6DS  -  Tel: 01325 300212
Editor: paul@newtonnews.co.uk  •  Advertising: paul@newtonnews.co.uk

Incorporating “The Newtonian” - Aycliffe’s Community Newspaper

www.newtonnews.co.uk - No. 1 website for local news

Aycliffe Radio working in partnership with Newton News
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk

First Published in 1948 and still FREEFriday 19th June 2020

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you through those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

Cobblers Hall Village Centre
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

Tel: (01325) 319519

elachi
indian restaurant

1 Upper Beveridge Walkway
Town Centre DL5 4EE
(next to StevenRussell)

Tel: 01325 316516
Monday � ali Night
Dine in for £10.95
Sunday & � ursday
Banquet Special £9.95

Delivery Available                                           www.elachirestaurant.co.uk
Free delivery in Aycli� e on orders over £10

Delivery outside Aycli� e small charge.
10% Discount available on collected orders

OOS Busin Cards back:Layout 1 24/10/08 17:15 Page 1

Cockerton House   JE9 3LD notgnilraD ,daoR dnalkcuA tseW 11 ,
T 01325 482999   F 01325 482989

Surtees House
T 01325 318600

W    ku.oc.ecivreslarenufesuohetihw.www 
E enquiries@whitehousefuneralservice.co.uk

Whitehouse Funeral Service Ltd   Reg No.  6984838

T 01325 482999    F     989284 52310 
W   ku.oc.ecivreslarenufesuohetihw.www 

E enquiries@whitehousefuneralservice.co.uk

Cockerton House, 11 West Auckland Road, Darlington DL3 9EJ 

John Whitehouse
Dip. F.D. L.M.B.I.F.D.

wh i tehouse
f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e

Whitehouse Funeral Service Ltd  Registration Number:  6984838 

Julie Whitehouse
Cockerton House, 11 West Auckland Road, Darlington DL3 9EJ

T 01325 482999   F 01325 482989
Surtees House, Hilton Road, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6EN

T 01325 318600
W www.whitehousefuneralservice.co.uk

E enquiries@whitehousefuneralservice.co.uk
Whitehouse Funeral Service Ltd  Reg No. 6984838
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John Whitehouse
Dip. F.D. L.M.B.I.F.D.
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Julie Whitehouse
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‘‘e truly independent family company caring for your needs’

T: 01325 318600  (24hr)

Private Chapels of Rest

Surtees House
Hilton Road
Newton Aycli� e DL5 6EN

� e truly independent family company caring for your needs

T: 01325 318600 (24 hour)

•  UPVC Windows and Doors  •
•  Conservatories  •

•  Composite Doors  •
•  Bi-Folding Doors  •

Telephone 01325 468222
Email: info@bespoke-windows.co.uk

SPECIAL OFFER:
Five Windows

+ One Door
£2880 inc. VAT

Scooters from £295

Adjustable Beds from £595

• Wheelchairs, Bath Lifts and Stair Lifts
• No Obligation, FREE Home Demonstration
• Servicing and Repairs (at your home)

Lift Recline Chairs from £495

M.V. MOBILITY
MOBILE SHOWROOM
Part exchange welcome, written details on request

Call Michael on 01325 931032
or 0191 484 6172
Established 2003

All employees 

will use social 

distancing

Not only have Aycliffe 
Radio presenters continued 
to produce shows and keep 
local residents entertained 
during the lock-down, but 
behind locked doors they 
have also organised various 
Facebook Live events, the 
latest of which took place on 
Saturday 13th June between 
1.00pm and 4.00pm and 
included performances from 
local entertainers Micky 
Richards, Jenna Highfield 
and Neville Jones, as well as 
a special performance from 
Jay Murray a Cavern Club 
(Liverpool) resident singer.
The event took place for 
two reasons, the first being 
to celebrate the Queen’s 
birthday and the second to 
start the celebrations for 
Renee Glover who is to 
celebrate her 106th birthday 
this weekend. Renee is a 
former ‘Aycliffe Angel’, it 
was therefore very fitting 
that the event be held in 
ROF59 function room, 
which turned out to be a 
fantastic recording studio 
for the day.
Micky Richards kicked off 
the proceedings with his 
take on some cracking 80s 
tunes and party tracks.
Jenna Highfield then took 
listeners and viewers back 
in time to music from the 
1940s, followed by Neville 
Jones who entertained in his 
own inimitable way.
Jay Murray finished the 
afternoon off with a selection 
of tracks made famous by 
the Beatles.
The acts all gave their time 
and performances for free as 
they attempted to raise funds 
for the local SSAFA branch 
(Soldiers, Sailors & Airmens 
Families Association). 
Which raised nearly £400.
Aycliffe Radio would like 
to thank all the artistes, 
the back stage volunteers, 
ROF59 Activity Centre for 
the use of the facilities and 
in particular, Gary Avery 
who was the MC for the 
afternoon.
Photography was also 
donated by Pink Fairy 
Captures (Tel: 07584 
065123).

AYCLIFFE RADIO FACEBOOK 
LIVE EVENT IN AID OF SSAFA

Jay Murray

Neville Jones

Jenna Highfield

Micky Richards
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124 Recovery Company
Vehicles, Recruiting and Display

1407 Squadron Air Cadets
Drill Display and Recruiting

102 Battalion REME
Vehicles, Recruiting and Display

FREE HATS
AND
FLAGS
(while stocks last)

* Vintage Vehicles
* Singalong with Jenna
* Bagpipes at 1pm & 3pm
* MP & Mayor Visit
* Ice Cream / Face Painter
* Vintage Vehicles

Jenna Highfield
1940’s Singer and Entertainer

Sat., 15th August 2020
11.00am to 4.00pm

Aycliffe Town Centre

201 Field Hospital
Medical Treatment Facility Display

What’s Happening:Local Armed Forces displays all day11am - Aycli� e Radio11.30am - Jenna High� eld12pm - Aycli� e Radio12.30pm - Jenna High� eld1pm - Mayor Arrives + Piper1.15pm - Aycli� e Radio1.30pm - 1407 Cadets Drill2pm - Jenna High� eld2.30pm - Aycli� e Radio3pm - Piper Plays “Battle O’er”3.15pm - Jenna High� eld3.45pm - Aycli� e Radio

75th ANNIVERSARY

VE/VJ Day Celebration

WE 
NEED 
YOUR 
HELP

GARDEN MAKEOVER 
DURING LOCKDOWN

Dear Sir,
When I moved to Ashfield 
at the beginning of March 
the garden was an unloved 
area that had also been 
vandalised from when the 
house was empty. Myself, 
(Lucy Walker) and my 
partner (Gary Welford) 
were chatting one day and 
he asked me what I’d like for 
my birthday in April . . . I 
immediately responded with 
making the garden a nice 
space for us to enjoy.
Gary got straight to work 
in March and made my 
birthday request happen.
It has been an absolute life 
saver for me as I have a 
stressful job and working 
from home has been 
challenging. So, having my 
garden space to enjoy has 
been so helpful during such 
difficult times. 
The garden now has 
decking, a pergola, a dog 
kennel, artificial grass, a 
new gravelled area, a fish 
pond and even a bar! Gary 
made all of these things 
from scratch.

The flowers are blooming 
now too and the solar lights 
look gorgeous on an evening. 
This calm and relaxing area 
has been the highlight of my 
lockdown and I love sitting 
in the garden with a glass 
of wine and a good book! 
It didn’t cost a fortune and 
I just wanted to share the 
work that Gary has done 
as I am incredibly proud 
and feel very grateful for 
having such a love my space 
to enjoy during lockdown. 
Think I’d have struggled a 
lot more without it!
Gary is a self employed 
gardener and handyman 
and I am so grateful for 
him taking the time out of 
his busy schedule to make 
the garden into something 
really special. He still wants 
to add to it and improve it 
further but so far I think he’s 
done an amazing job!
Lucy Walker
ED: What home and 
garden renovations did you 
complete during lockdown? 
Send your story to paul@
newtonnews.co.uk

Residents in County 
Durham can have their say 
on how social distancing is 
maintained as emergency 
measures are being 
implemented in towns centres 
and on countywide pavements 
and cycle routes. 
In response to the coronavirus 
pandemic, plans have been 
drawn up by Durham County 
Council to allow people 
to visit town centres and 
travel on foot or by bike 
while maintaining social 
distancing.  Residents in 
the county are also being 
encouraged to have their say 
on where improvements to the 
walking and cycling network 
should be delivered. 
The first step in this combined 
approach is to deliver a range 
of measures in town centres 
to create more space for 
people and to allow social 
distancing. This work began 
on Saturday, 13 June, and 
included signage, wider 
spaces for people walking, the 
removal of some parking bays 
and taxi ranks, re-allocation 
of bus bays and pull-ins, and 
the introduction of pop up 
cycle lanes.
Not every town will see all of 
the measures put in place as 
each has its own requirements 
and has been assessed 
individually. 
These temporary measures 
are to ensure that people can 
maintain safe social distance 
as non-essential retail 
started to re-open this week. 
The short-term measures 

Plans for Maintaining 
Social Distancing in Towns 

and on Travel Routes
are being put in place to 
safeguard the general public 
and they will be continually 
monitored and adjusted as 
necessary as people begin to 
return to town centres. 
In response to the pandemic, 
across the county there has 
been a marked increase in 
people walking, running 
and cycling for exercise and 
a decrease in car use. The 
council wants to encourage 
people to continue using 
healthier forms of travel.
The council has therefore 
also applied for funding as 
part of a £2.62m Emergency 
Active Travel Fund, shared 
between seven North East 
councils.  This fund is aimed 
at emergency measures which 
will create safer spaces for 
people walking and cycling.
As the opportunity for the 
funding is conditional to 
introducing safety measures 
almost immediately, they 
have been planned to tie 
into existing popular routes, 
mainly in Durham City.  
Finally, in anticipation 
of further funding being 
made available to make 
more permanent safety 
improvements, the council has 
launched a Street Space for 
County Durham consultation 
for residents to give their 
views on where more space 
is needed to encourage more 
people to walk and cycle.
Residents are being invited 
to provide their opinion on 
where they would like to see 
more permanent measures 

via an online form which uses 
mapping features. This will 
enable residents to comment 
on issues in their local areas 
and the results will be used 
to help inform future funding 
bids.
Cllr Carl Marshall, Durham 
County Council’s cabinet 
member for economic 
regeneration, said: “We are 
looking into ways in which 
safe physical distancing can 
be maintained as lockdown 
begins to ease, and even 
beyond the coronavirus 
pandemic. 
“As town centres begin to 
reopen for business with the 
return of retail outlets this 
week, it is important that 
we have established both 
temporary and longer-term 
measures to ensure people 
will be able to carry on with 
their lives safely beyond the 
outbreak.
“However, I would also like 
to remind residents of the 
importance of continuing to 
follow social distancing and 
government guidelines at all 
times during this ongoing 
pandemic, despite the easing 
of some restrictions, to protect 
others, defeat the virus and 
ensure we can safely return to 
an everyday normality.”
The deadline for comments on 
the Street Space consultation 
is 5pm on Friday 31 July 2020.
More information about 
improvements and the 
consultation can be found 
at www.durham.gov.uk/
saferspaces

Newton Aycliffe shopping 
centre has unveiled the 
new measures which have 
been put in place to keep 
shoppers safe and able to 
socially distance from this 
week (15 June).
The centre has remained 
open throughout the 
COVID-19 crisis for 
essential retailers, but 
with the Government 
now giving the go-ahead 
for other shops to trade 
again, new guidelines for 
shoppers have been put in 
place.
This includes a one way 
system to and from the lift 
and rear car park – with 
directional arrows telling 
people the way to travel 
- and a queuing system 
outside of shops, marked 
with floor tape placed two 
metres apart.
The detailed plan for 
when the centre is fully 
reinstated will see the 
Management team and 
Maintenance staff closely 
monitoring people’s 
behaviour and if they feel 
social distancing rules are 
not being obeyed, they will 
kindly request that people 
do so.
New signage has been 
introduced throughout 
the centre which will give 
shoppers guidance on 
social distancing including 
new signage on post flags 
reminding customers to 
remain 2m apart.
The centre has also 
increased its cleaning 
which will see  dedicated 
sanitising of all touch 
point areas throughout the 
day.
“We are very pleased 
that we are able to fully 
reinstate shopping at 
Newton Aycliffe but with 
that it is very important 
that everyone abides 
by the social distancing 
rules,” said Paul Smith – 
Centre Manager.
“We have everything 
in place for that to 

TOWN CENTRE 
UNVEILS PLANS FOR 
REINSTATEMENT…

happen but it’s vital that 
shoppers take note of the 
new queueing systems 
and adheres to the 2m 
distancing, for the safety 
of both visitors and the 
staff.
“We know this is all very 
new but we would also ask 
that everyone behaves in a 
respectful manner, both to 
our employees and to each 
other.”
Trading times at the centre 
will remain unchanged, 
although individual 
retailers may be changing 
their opening hours.
“We would advise 
people to check  with the 
individual shops to see 
if they are operating at 
reduced hours,” said Paul.
The lifts will also be 
available for anyone 
needing to use them to 
access to and from the 
car park upper levels and 
again social distancing 
rules will apply with 
signage stating that only 
one person or one family 
to use them at any given 
time.
The seating in the main 
pedestrian walkways 
will still be available for 
use but it is requested 
that while using them 
customers remain 2m 
apart.
All car parks –  will be 
open, this includes the 
multi-storey at the rear of 
the centre and the single 
storey ones around the 
centre. 
“Again we are appealing 
to everyone that they make 
sure that they stick to the 
social distancing rules 
while using the car parks, 
the stairs and the lifts,” 
said Paul.
“Even though the rules 
have been relaxed in terms 
of shops being able to 
re-open, it is still vitally 
important that everyone 
acts responsibly and 
follows the new systems in 
place.”



HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?
We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.

Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£49.00 inc VAT (per will) and Free Home Visit

During the day or evening
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE

PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

 Members of the Society of Will Writers
 F.Inst.PA (Qualifi ed Paralegal)

www.newtonnews.co.uk                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      PAGE 3

“NEWTON NEWS”
Deliverers Wanted
for all areas of the town

To put your name on our ‘Reserve List’

Telephone 01325 300212
“Earn some Pocket Money”

SUIT OVER 13 YEARS OR ACTIVE RETIREES

KEEP
YOUR
PROPERTY SAFE

All security solutions undertaken 
such as Grills, Gates, Bars,

Be-Spoke Boxes

Call DBS on 01325 307230
Mobile: Scott 07772 182357

Email: scott@dbs-fabrication.co.uk
Website: www.dbs-fabrication.co.uk

A family firm, est. 1891 

01325 465 647 
24 hours, day and night 

Our own prepayment plans available 
 

59A Bondgate / Darlington / DL3 7JR 

Greenfield Community 
College have launched a 
brand-new school bulletin as 
part of their commitment to 
keep in touch with students 
and families and the wider 
community during these 
difficult times. This forms 
part of a communications 
programme to help inform 
and support learning and 
provide helpful signposting 
to relevant resources at this 
time.
It is also a chance to 
keep families up-to-date 
with any changes to the 
school arrangements 
and provide engaging 
reading, information and 
more. The Gazette is 
additional to the termly 
newsletter, The Achiever, 
which is now available 
digitally and celebrates 

GREENFIELD 
GAZETTE GOES LIVE

the many achievements of 
individual students and an 
insight into the exciting 
opportunities within the 
school. You can find a copy 
of both publications on 
the school website www.
greenfieldschool.net
Greenfield Community 
College are continuing 
to offer a range of digital 
and written resources 
whilst opening its doors 
to vulnerable students. 
Although school as we know 
it has changed students are 
continuing to take advantage 
of support from a range of 
people and places; families 
and teaching staff are finding 
new ways to support learning 
and students are taking it 
upon themselves to develop 
new knowledge to continue 
their academic studies.

Greenfield Community 
College are continuing to 
offer a range of learning 
resources, support and 
advice to families and 
students whilst they are 
studying at home.  Students 
in all year groups are 
continuing to develop their 
studies through written and 
online material with expert 
teaching, guidance and 
communication from their 
regular teaching staff.
Following government 
guidelines and in 
conjunction with 
educational advice, the 
school are preparing to offer 
some face-to-face lessons 
with Year 10 students at the 
school site. The face-to-face 
learning opportunities at 
school, are at present due to 
commence from June 18th, 
and staff are busy ensuring 
that a safe and supportive 
welcome will be in place.

Greenfield College 
Learning Opportunities

Students will be offered 
face-to-face guidance 
on the 15th, with helpful 
conversations to support 
and develop their learning, 
emotional wellbeing and 
offer extra help where 
needed. It is expected 
that a blended approach 
to learning will continue 
for the foreseeable future, 
with online lessons, digital 
learning resources, learning 
tools and some face-to-face 
as and when possible. 
Any changes will be 
carefully planned, managed 
and related to families and 
students over the coming 
months.  You can keep in 
touch with our school via 
our website and twitter 
page where regular updates 
and bulletins are available.  
You can also contact the 
school via our school email 
contact@greenfieldschool.
net

After the demise of ‘Honest’ 
John Hilton a gap opened 
in the town for a group to 
mimic John’s ideals and 
ethos.
Tom Carroll and Brian 
Agar have been busy over 
the last few months setting 
up “Community Support” 
which will follow in the 
footsteps of Mr Hilton. 
Good quality items will 
be accepted as donations 
and sold on behalf of 
organisations and charities 
in Newton Aycliffe. Small 
items of furniture are 
also available and will 
be accepted if in good 
condition.
The couple have acquired a 
first floor room in the IES 
Centre (next to the Blue 
Bridge), full address is Unit 

3A IES Centre (drive past 
Newton Press offices and 
follow the signs).
Community Support have 
been busy cleaning and 
setting up the store ready 
for the opening which will 
take place on Monday 22nd 
June at 10.00am.
There will be social 
distancing guidelines in 
place which will allow a 
maximum of six customers 
into the store at any one 
time. There will also be a 
strict “look, don’t touch” 
policy, but Brian and Tom 
will both be on hand to 
show/take the goods out of 
the cabinets and give more 
information.
The shop will be open 
Monday to Friday from 
10am to 5pm and Saturday 

Community Support Look 
to Emulate Honest John

10am to 4pm.
Tom and Brian have applied 
for charitable status and 
will run as a not for profit 
organisation.
A website is in the progress 
of being completed, but 
a Facebook page is up 
and running search for 
Community Support, 
Newton Aycliffe. You will 
also find a selection of items 
which are available for sale.
The organisation recent hit 
a set back when there van 
was stolen and written off, 
they are hoping this will be 
replaced shortly.
Contact details are as 
follows:
Tom 07512 251275
Brian 07951 947993
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The 75th anniversary year 
of Victory in Europe day is 
being celebrated in a new 
Durham City flower display.
Every summer, Durham 
County Council plants a 
decorative carpet bedding 
display in Gilesgate with a 
different theme and this year 
has chosen to pay tribute 
to those who fought for our 
freedom in the second world 
war.
Low growing bedding plants 
with coloured leaves have 
been used to spell out the 
words VE DAY 75 on one of 
the main gateways into the 
city.
Normally, the carpet bed 

planting would involve the 
community, with help from 
pupils from nearby Gilesgate 
Primary School. Due to 
the current coronavirus 
pandemic, the planting 
on this occasion has been 
undertaken solely by staff 
from the council’s clean and 
green team, in adherence 
with social distancing 
guidelines.
The display will remain in 
place for visitors to enjoy 
over the summer period, until 
late September.
Oliver Sherratt, Durham 
County Council’s head of 
environment, said: “Whilst 
we’re disappointed to not be 

able to involve local school 
children, I’m delighted that 
we are able to mark this 
historical event in this special 
way. 
“Our Gilesgate flower display 
often reflects world, national 
and regional events, and it was 
an obvious choice this year to 
commemorate the seventy 
fifth anniversary of VE Day 
and honour the service and 
sacrifice of the Second World 
War generation.
“The display is our way of 
saying thank you to those 
who gave so much, and will 
hopefully be enjoyed by 
those who live, work and visit 
Durham.”

Floral Tribute to Heroes of WW2

A County Durham woman 
whose elderly mother was 
scammed out of thousands 
of pounds has told her story 
in the hope of preventing 
others falling victim.
Thea Khamis has spoken 
out about what happened to 
her mother Mary to increase 
awareness of scams and the 
financial losses they can 
cause, as part of a national 
campaign backed by 
Durham County Council.
Scams Awareness Fortnight 
2020, which starts today, 
aims to create a network of 
confident, alert consumers 
who know what to do when 
they spot a scam. Organised 
by Citizens Advice and 
running until 28 June, the 
annual campaign is this 
year focusing on raising 
awareness of the scams that 
have emerged as a result of 
the coronavirus outbreak.
Thea has recounted how 
her retired mother, who was 
diagnosed with dementia in 
2016 and died three years 
later aged 89, was victim of 
scams totalling thousands 
of pounds. These came in 
various forms be that postal, 
phone or doorstep. They 
covered people claiming to 
be charities, running prize 
draws or catalogues, or 
selling medication; as well 
as bogus roofers.
Thea has revealed how 
Mary’s last records list 101 
different companies and 
organisations she had been 
sending money to. However 
the daughter believes the 
actual number could be 
much higher. 
Thea has told of an occasion 
where her mother had an 
issue with her boiler and the 
daughter suggested they use 
her savings to get a new one. 
Thea says her mother “made 
excuses” about the savings 
and it soon became apparent 
that her account, which had 
had over £10,000 in it, had 
been emptied to give money 
to scammers. Mary had 
also borrowed money from 
a cousin as well as a credit 
union.
One of many examples of 
the scams her mother had 
been a victim of was an 
order Mary had placed of 
almost £1,000 for “duff” 
medication.
In the last five years of 
Mary’s life, Thea tells how 
she tried to put systems in 
place to remind her that the 
scammers were only out to 
get her money. She left a 
script next to the phone so 
that her mother would tell 
callers she wouldn’t commit 
to paying for anything 
without speaking to her 
children. Call blockers were 
also installed, Mary was 
signed up to the Telephone 
Preference Service and 
scam mail returned.
However as Mary’s 
details had been shared by 
scammers, she continued 
to be contacted. And while 
there are those genuine 
services which can block 
calls, she even received 
phone calls from scammers 
purporting to offer the same.
As Mary’s dementia 
developed she became less 
able to cope with money 

unaided. Thea tried to stop 
direct debits going out to 
scam charities and used 
power of attorney and 
third party authority to 
give her control over her 
mum’s finances. Mary’s 
son also held her debit card 
in safekeeping so that she 
could no longer give out the 
number on the phone.  
During the later stages 
of Mary’s life, she finally 
stopped giving money to 
scammers as her declining 
health meant she wasn’t 
able to.
Thea said: “My mum was 
a very intelligent lady – a 
member of Mensa even, but 
it was her kind-heartedness 
and generosity that meant 
she would offer to help 
anyone, especially those 
she saw as less fortunate 
than herself. Unfortunately, 
this extended to criminals 
orchestrating the scams that 
she fell victim to. 
“It was very hard to 
convince her not to be 
scammed, especially 
when she was developing 
Alzheimer’s. Using humour 
helped. I remember joking 
with her about how many 
direct debits she had, she 
would go ‘oh yeah that is a 
lot.’ She did see that humour 
and that convinced her.
“I hope my mum’s story will 
make people aware of the 
numerous kinds of scam and 
how scammers operate and 
I would encourage anyone 
with elderly or vulnerable 
relatives to speak to them 
about the risks. I’d also say 
to people who suspect they 
are being scammed – please 
speak up – there is no need 
to feel embarrassed.”
Joanne Waller, the council’s 
head of community 
protection, said: “It is truly 
awful that unscrupulous 
scammers seek to exploit 
kind and trusting, and in 
some cases vulnerable, 
people like Mary for 
financial gain.
“Scams Awareness 
Fortnight is very timely as 
we know that some people 
are more vulnerable at the 
moment for various reasons 
as a result of the coronavirus 

pandemic, and therefore 
more likely to fall victim. 
Equally scammers out there 
know this and are trying to 
take advantage. 
“It is therefore crucial 
that we raise awareness of 
scams to help people avoid 
falling victim to them. 
We encourage anyone 
who suspects they, or 
someone they know is being 
scammed to report it.”
To see a video of Thea telling 
her mum’s story visit https://
youtu.be/KoVT45hORNg
Advice for consumers is 
available at https://www.
c i t i z e n s a dv ic e .o rg .u k /
about-us/our-campaigns/
all-our-current-campaigns/
s c a m s - a w a r e n e s s -
campaign-2019/
Further information about 
scams and how to report 
them is available at http://
www.durham.gov.uk/scams
People can become 
‘Friends Against Scams’ 
by completing a short 
e-learning course at www.
FriendsAgainstScams.org.
uk/elearning/durham

Daughter’s Story of How Her 
Mum Fell Victim to Scams

Temporary 
Chief 

Executive 
Appointed for 
PCVC’s Office
The Police and Crime Panel 
for County Durham has 
confirmed Sharon Caddell as 
temporary Chief Executive of 
the Office of the Police, Crime 
and Victims’ Commissioner 
(OPCVC.)
The panel unanimously 
recommended approval 
of the proposal by acting 
Police, Crime and Victims’ 
Commissioner (PCVC) Steve 
White.
Ms Caddell is currently 
Assistant Chief Executive at 
the North Yorkshire Office 
of the Police and Crime 
Commissioner (OPCC) and 
formerly worked within the 
Cleveland OPCC as a project 
manager.
She has been seconded to 
take over the role on an 
interim basis from Mr White, 
who was appointed Chief 
Executive in 2018 but has 
been acting PCVC since 2019. 
Ms Caddell’s appointment 
follows the decision of acting 
Chief Executive Jon Carling 
to accept a new role earlier 
this year.
A further temporary 
appointment is necessary to 
allow Mr White to continue 
as acting commissioner until 
the election of a permanent 
PCVC can take place. This 
was due to take place in May 
but was postponed because 
of the coronavirus pandemic 
and is currently expected to 
take place the same month 
next year.
Cllr Lucy Hovvels MBE, 
Chair of the Police and 
Crime Panel, said: “The 
panel was satisfied with the 
process undertaken by the 
acting PCVC for this interim 
appointment.
“We know Sharon was the 
unanimous choice of the 
interview panel from five 
very strong candidates and 
were, therefore, pleased to 
support the recommendation 
for her appointment.”
The Police and Crime Panel is 
made up of elected members 
from Durham County 
Council and Darlington 
Borough Council, alongside 
two co-opted independent 
members.

The British Horse Society 
is appealing for local people 
to come forward and help 
save thousands of miles of 
unrecorded rights of way 
which are in danger of being 
lost forever. These include 
footpaths and bridleways 
loved by the country’s dog 
walkers, ramblers and cyclists 
as well as horse-riders.
The Countryside & Rights 
of Way Act 2000 changes in 
the law mean that, come the 
1st January 2026, unrecorded 
routes will no longer be 

HELP SAVE RIGHTS OF WAY
legally accessible. In order 
to comply with the 2026 cut-
off, valid submissions (called 
Definitive Map Modification 
Order applications) are 
needed and The British Horse 
Society is hoping to rally local 
volunteers to get involved. 
There are two sides to the 
process – one is visiting these 
often-little known routes and 
the other is documenting all 
the necessary information 
needed to make an application.  
Will Steel, 2026 Project 
Manager at The British 

Horse Society says: “The 
current coronavirus crisis 
has made many more people 
recognise the importance of 
the outdoors, so it is shocking 
to know that many routes 
could be lost forever. I am 
hoping that more local people 
will get involved as it can 
all be done while observing 
social distancing. Lots of the 
research and investigative 
work required can be done 
at home as long as you have 
internet access. Most local 
authorities now have online 
rights of way mapping for 
their area, and you can also 
access online OS mapping 
that shows rights of way based 
on the local authority’s legal 
record of public paths, the 
definitive map.” 
What to do to save your 
favourite local walks, cycle 
routes and bridle paths:
•	 Check the status of the 
routes you ride or walk along 
using your Local Authority’s 
online map of rights of way or 
an OS Explorer Map via bing.
com/maps ,  streetmap.co.uk  
or via various mapping apps, 
e.g. OS Maps 
•	 Take action if there’s a 
problem with your routes. 
To help, the BHS has lots of 
useful information including 
a practical toolkit:
www.bhs.org.uk/2026
With support from Sport 
England, the BHS can 
help with grants to people 
engaging with the 2026 
project in England– to cover 
expenses like maps and 
access to records. 
h t t p s : / / w w w . b h s . o r g .
u k / o u r - w o r k / a c c e s s /
campaigns/2026/f inancial-
support-dmmo

 

Contact Jon Bean
Chartered Financial Planner

Confused about
your pension

choices?
We consider your financial goals and

objectives to help plan for your
financial future. 

Whatever stage in life you're at, and
whatever your financial commitments

- and dreams - we're here for all of
life's major milestones

Email: jonb@ctwealth.co.uk

Call:
 

Contact: Jon Bean, Newton Aycliffe based Chartered Financial
Planner 07970865218
jonb@ctwealth.co.uk 
www.ctwealth.co.uk
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Aycliffe 
COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification

PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades  -  Data Recovery
Windows 10 Installation

Broadband Installation
Networking  -  Anti Virus

Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

No Call Out Charge Within 
Newton News Circulation area

Contact Rob
01325 310737
07841 867170

aycliffecomputers@googlemail.com

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED 
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER 

BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

Programme Schedule
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NEWTON AYCLIFFE
TOWN CENTRE MANAGEMENT
“Aycliffe Town Centre . . . Shopping for You”

CLASSIC “LOVE SONGS”
Sun-Thurs 12 to 3am, Fri & Sat 2-4am

Some of our shows will be cancelled until
the Coronavirus situation is resolved

HOWEVER WE WILL CONTINUE BROADCASTING 24/7
Updates from MP Paul Howell at 12noon daily

SATURDAY
9-10am Eurovision Show Simon Harding
10-12am Moderation Jack & Garvey
12-2pm Kitchen Floorfi llers Caz BoJangles
2-4pm Weekly Edition Paul Baker
4-6pm Northern & Classic Soul (R) Kevin Sowerby
“The Saturday Night Experience” Sponsored by
Bengal Lounge Indian Restaurant & Takeaway
6-8pm Evening Session JimJams
8-9pm Rock the House Carl Booth
9-10pm Retro Trance Mix OZ-DJ
10-12am Street ‘n’ Drum ‘n’ Bass MC Supa
12-2am Night Club Session
SUNDAY
9-10am Church Service Xcel Centre
10-11am Yesterdays Music Today Alan Brown
11-12pm Random Reiki Master Phil Hawkins
12-2pm Country & Americana Show David Ringer
Blues Show Sponsored by Whitehouse Funeral Service
2-4pm Bear Blues Show Colin & Monica
4-6pm Folk/Celtic/Rock Show Steve & Col
6-7.30pm Jazz Time Mike Dixon
8-10pm The Rock Show CAD
10-12am Paul’s Down Time Paul Kjenstad
MONDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-2pm Memory Lane Gary Avery
2-4pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
6-7pm 60s Show Karl Simons
7-8pm 70s Show Peter Rush
8-9pm 80s Show Gary Avery
9-10pm 90s Show Paul Baker
10-11pm 00s Show Producer Dan
11-12am Teens Show Andy Fittes
TUESDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-2pm Memory Lane A DJ
2-4pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
6-7pm Mystery Year Paul Baker
7.30-9.30pm Northern & Classic Soul Kevin Sowerby
WEDNESDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-2pm Memory Lane A DJ
2-4pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
6-7.30pm Joey’s Jukebox Joey Collins
8-10pm Alternative Aycliffe Gaz n Alby
THURSDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-2pm Memory Lane A DJ
2-4pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
6-8pm The List Colin McNeillie
8-10pm BeatRoote Graeme Roote
FRIDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-2pm Memory Lane A DJ
2-4pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
6-8pm Techno Trance Mix PVR Studios
8-10pm 26th June - Pauly Mac (Australia)
10-12am Alternative Aycliffe (R) Gaz n Alby
12-2am Night Club Session

Check our website for full schedule
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk

Newton Broadcasting Limited (t/a Aycliffe Radio) is a Private Company Limited by 
Guarantee, registered on 19th February 2018 in England and Wales

Registration number 11211835. Registered offi ce: Aycliffe Radio, c/o Blue Bridge Centre,
St. Cuthbert’s Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 6DS.

Aycliffe Radio is CIC Registered (No. 11455404)
Scheduled shows can be changed/cancelled at any time.

LISTENING OPTIONS:
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk   -   Free App (all formats)
TuneIn   -   Radios Online   -   Internet Radio  -  Alexa

UK Online Radio   -   Radio Garden   -   Online Radio Box
Streema   -   StreamFinder   -   Deezer

Radio Shaker   -   www.radio.net

Behaviour Support Worker
Full time - NJC Grade 4 Points 5 - 8

(approx. £18,795 - £19,945 pro rata term time only plus 1 week)

Woodham Academy is seeking to appoint a Behaviour Support Worker to complement 
the work of teachers, substantially contributing to a range of social, emotional 
and behavioural teaching and learning activities and to work collaboratively with 
colleagues as part of a professional team. The successful candidate will be expected 
to plan, assess and deliver activities and strategies to support the learning of students 
who are identifi ed as having social, emotional and behavioural diffi  culties, treating 
them with respect and consideration.

The Governing Body is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and expects all staff  to share this commitment. Any off er of employment 
will be subject to receipt of a satisfactory DBS Enhanced Disclosure.

Application forms and further details are available from the school offi  ce or via the 
school website.

Closing date for applications: 9.00am Monday 29th June 2020

WOODHAM ACADEMY
Washington Crescent, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 4AX

Telephone: 01325 300328
www.woodham.org.uk
Headteacher: Mr. A. Bell

CALL YOUR
LOCAL
POLICE

IN AN EMERGENCY
ALWAYS CALL 999

101
101 is now the number to call when you want 
to contact your local police - when it’s less 
urgent than 999

WHEN SHOULD I CALL 101?
To report less urgent crime or disorder and for 
general police enquiries, for example:
• if your car has been stolen;
• if your property has been damaged;
• when you suspect drug use or dealing;
• to report a minor traffi  c collision;
• to give information about crime in your area;
or
• if you would like to speak to your local police offi  cer

Kevin and Christine Richardson part of 
our Newton Aycliffe Fundraising Group 
have raised over £500,000 in 10 years for 
Macmillan Cancer Support in the North 
East. 
Now as a result of the Covid 19 pandemic 
Kevin and Christine have set up an online 
fundraising solution called Charity 
Checkout, which also claims Gift Aid and 

Over £500,000 Raised in 10 Years 
for Macmillan Cancer Support

allows supporters to donate safely and 
easily. Kevin and Christine and the whole of 
the Macmillan North East team would very 
much appreciate the support:
Link to the page https://fal.
cn/37MMQ<https://fal.cn/37MMQ> 
If you need any help or support you can call 
Macmillan’s Support Line Service on 0808 
808 0000.

The Little
 Buddha

   “If You Have A Voice”

If you are blessed to have a voice, you will have the 
opportunity to use it to challenge ignorance and fear in all 
its many forms. A voice not fuelled anger, but inspired by 
truth and personal integrity. A voice seeking answers to 
questions others dare not ask for fear of disapproval and 
condemnation.
A voice speaking for those denied the opportunity to do so. 
Demanding truth and justice for the weak and oppressed, 
the down trodden and impoverished. A voice that will not 
accept racism or bigotry in any form, or the belief might 
is right. To speak of peace; to heal through knowledge 
and understanding, to speak of God’s without fear of 
persecution or damnation. 
A voice that may tremble in the face of great adversity, but 
when the darkness of ignorance and fear closes in and the 
light of truth dies, all that will remain is the still quiet voice 
of hope refusing to be denied.

NAS, based in Newton 
Aycliffe  are approved 
distributors for Watter BV 
Hand Sanitiser & surface 
disinfectant products,
We currently have Hand 
Sanitiser available 
immediately as follows:
100ml bottles
28 per box
£60.00 inc. vat   
200ml bottles
12 per box
£35.00 inc vat 
5 litre containers with free 
pump £36 inc vat
KEY POINTS
•	 These products are 
alcohol free – not harsh 
on skin – but equally as 
effective;
•	 Suitable for school use and 
children’s environments;
•	 Non flammable;
•	 Environmentally friendly;
Please contact me either by 
e-mail or call 07793 124851 
to express interest as we 
try to ensure safety while 
trying to return to normality 
following Covid 19.
Watter® BV Hand Sanitiser 
has been proven to eradicate 
99.99% of micro-organisms, 

Watter® - The Dutch 
Name in Disinfection

in accordance with EN1276 
and EN1650.
Watter® BV Hand Sanitiser 
does not contain alcohol, 
perfumes, aldehydes, 
parabens, dyes or any 
substance identified as 
carcinogenic.
Watter® BV Hand Sanitiser 
is hypo-allergenic, not 
flammable, is non-irritating 
to the skin and does not 
produce any toxic vapour.
Pathogenic micro-
organisms cause disease. 
For over 10 years, the Dutch 
company Watter® BV has 
used its world renowned 
technology to make reliable 
sanitisers and disinfectants 
that eradicate these micro-
organisms.
Unlike alcohol-based 
sanitisers, Watter® BV 
Hand Sanitiser is gentle on 
the skin and protects people 
of all ages against the spread 
of infections without fear of 
harming your health.
Available now in the UK via 
Newton Aycliffe firm NAS 
call 07793 124851 or via 
email to kevin.pugh@nas-
group.com
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WALKERS
BUTCHERS and BAKERS
Simpasturegate • Newton Aycliffe • 312022

Aycliffe’s Longest Established Butcher & Baker

Your Local Family 
Butcher and Baker

FOR ALL YOUR MEAT REQUIREMENTS.
FULLY OPERATIONAL ON-SITE BAKERY.

Catering for Weddings, Funerals, Christenings, 
Private and Public Functions

(including Pie and Peas suppers)
Supplying restaurants, snack and sandwich bars.

Call for more details and quotes
www.walkersbutchers.co.uk

UTC South Durham 
has been selected by the 
Department for Education 
as one of 88 new T Level 
providers from across the 
UK. The technical school 
and Sixth Form will be 
piloting the new Engineering 
and Manufacturing T Levels 
from September 2022.
T Levels, which are worth 
the equivalent of three A 
Levels, are high-quality 
technical alternatives to 
A Levels. They combine 
classroom theory and 
practical learning, alongside 
work placements. T Levels 
are designed to help students 
to develop vital technical 
skills which will support 
the UK’s engineering and 
advanced manufacturing 
sector, and help rebuild the 
economy after coronavirus. 
After completing T Levels, 
students will be able to go on 
further study, employment, 
or an apprenticeship.
UTC Principal Tom Dower 
said ‘We are excited to 
be piloting a new type of 
qualification which will 
revolutionise technical 
education. T Levels will 
give Post-16 students the 
opportunity to focus on 
developing their technical 
and professional skills 
which are vital to closing the 
skills gap and supporting the 
local and national economy. 

UTC South Durham Selected 
as T Level Provider by DfE

UTC South Durham is well 
placed to deliver the new T 
Levels as we have excellent 
engineering facilities and 
equipment, and close ties 
with over 150 businesses and 
organisations in the region.’
UTC South Durham is a 
specialist technical school 
and Sixth Form based on 
the Aycliffe Business Park. 

Dear Sir,
The police are the branch 
of the State where, perhaps 
more then any other, 
general consent is required 
for them to do their job. 
A huge number of people 
can actively dislike or 
hate a serving government 
without it having much of 
an impact on the successful 
functioning of that 
government. But the police, 
ultimately, become entirely 
useless in a democracy 
without an understanding 
in place that the majority 
of citizens trust and respect 
them. There must be a tacit 
majority acceptance of their 
right to constrain, arrest and 
detain those who break the 
law. The trust between the 
public and the police is the 
a reflection of the health of 
a democracy, a signal of its 
peaceful and harmonious 
function.
Every Country rests on 
a contract of rights and 
responsibilities between 
itself and the people. We 
accept the responsibilities 
of taxation and law in 
return for the defence of 
our rights. The police are 
the frontline, the public face 
of this contract, the people 
who appear whenever the 
contract is broken by the 
citizen (in theory).
But the State can break its 
side of the contract in one 
of two ways. It can become 
tyrannical and unjust, and 
the police little more than a 
private army enforcing that 
injustice. Under tyranny the 
law is shown to be arbitrary 
and the police become both 
political and brutal. They 
are thugs with a badge, 
and they stray into areas 
that no just police would 
trespass and no justified 
law would encompass, such 
as patrolling the private 
thoughts or emotions of its 
citizens. Where punishment 
and police reaction is applied 
it becomes a political choice, 
often used solely to buttress 
the rule of an elite or 
enforce their ideology on the 
populace, and not to protect 
that populace from harm.
The second way the police 
can break their contract 
with the people and lose 
all respect and support is 
by an undue passivity or 
uselessness, by failing to 
do their job rather than by 
doing it too fiercely. Police 
who accept bribes not to 
act, or police who ignore 
crimes, or police who refuse 
to investigate out of fear, fall 
into this category. They have 
failed in their duty, and are 
being paid for nothing.
The remarkable thing about 
the British police today 
is that they are failing in 

THE POLICING OF 
BLM RIOTS

both these ways. They 
are tyrants towards the 
weak and law abiding, 
and cowards towards the 
strong and law breaking. 
They enthusiastically go 
along with the pursuit of 
minor, trivial, or ideological 
offences from those they 
know will not resist their 
authority. They avoid 
dealing with those who will 
resist their authority. They 
police in an arbitrary fashion 
depending on the politics of 
the moment and the political 
worldview of senior officers.
They will happily issue 
speeding tickets, but they 
won’t investigate burglaries, 
violence or rape. They 
will present a stern face of 
rejection when patrolling 
an EDL march, no matter 
how peaceful it is, but 
stand back and let anything 
happen when faced with 
a BLM march, no matter 
how violent it is. They will 
issue tweets and commands 
criminalising incorrect 
thoughts and offer sinister 
warnings to those who 
think for themselves, but be 
absent, entirely ineffective 
or in the very worst cases 
actual participants when 
grooming gangs rape 
children. More and more 
people are encouraged to 
report thought crimes, whilst 
more and more people no 
longer bother to report real 
crimes because they know 
that the chances of the police 
actually doing something (or 
the courts afterwards) are 
vanishingly remote.
Whilst a generally high 
level of public support 
gradually turns to contempt, 
they signal their virtue by 
dancing at Pride or Notting 
Hill or by taking the knee at 
BLM protests. They beg for 
respect from the criminal, 
whilst they lose the respect 
of the law abiding citizen. 
They become a joke, part 
sinister thought police and 
part prancing clown. They 
go along with the false arrest 
and imprisonment of some 
whilst ignoring the law 
breaking of others. Mythical 
‘hate crimes’ are policed, 
while burglary, rape, and 
stabbings are not.
The increasingly few decent 
members of their profession 
are in despair as much as 
we are. The few decent ones 
left see students straight 
out of university promoted 
above them, on the basis 
of ideology rather than 
experience, and leave the 
job in fury. The contract is 
broken for both the citizen 
and the real professional, 
with untold negative 
consequences for society as 
a whole.
Clive Taylor-Sholl

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir, 
The 9-minute video of the 
murder of George Floyd, 
and the ‘Black Lives 
Matter’ (BLM) movement 
which it sparked in the 
US, also struck a chord 
in the UK, where it has 
long been accepted that 
many of our Black, Asian 
and Minority Ethnic 
(BAME) communities and 
citizens face deprivation, 
disadvantage and 
discrimination.   
BLM coincided in the UK 
with an NHS Blood Unit 
internal report which has 
revealed active racism; 
AND with the realisation 
that BAME citizens are 
dying of Covid at twice the 
average rate.  
This comes after the 
Grenfell and Windrush 
scandals evidenced a 
‘hostile environment’ for 
some BAME citizens; 
and after the Angiolini 
(deaths in police custody), 
McGregor-Smith (BAME 
groups in the workplace) and 
Lammy (criminal justice 
system) reports of 2017.  
Although these reports 
revealed significant levels 
of discrimination HALF A 
CENTURY after the Race 
Relations Act, nothing 
has been done to address 
their recommendations 
in the three years since 
their publication ... plus 
(as if to prove the point) 
the government this month 
published the BAME/
Covid report MINUS those 
sections which cited the 
societal barriers facing 
BAME citizens.
Nobody is saying that 
white lives do not matter, 
or that the deprived and 
disadvantaged communities 
in County Durham do not 
need immediate action.  
But – by the same argument 
– it seemed to many that 
the statement ‘Black Lives 
Matter’ was also beyond 
contradiction and so, the 
weekend before last, huge 
rallies demanded change for 
our BAME communities.  
Unacceptably, there was at 
those rallies some behaviour 
which no-one would 
condone.
THE BACKLASH
The backlash – which, 
alarmingly, some people are 
calling the ‘push-back’ (an 
indicative distinction) – was 
at first defensive, but quickly 
moved onto the offensive, 
especially aggressively on 
social media.
Wherever there was to be a 
BLM rally, and sometimes 
even when there wasn’t, 

right-wing political 
groups called for people 
to turn up ‘to defend our 
war memorials’. And last 
weekend – despite the fact 
that I have not been able to 
find a single instance of a war 
memorial being damaged or 
defaced – people did so in 
their thousands.  
Once there, they often 
found themselves standing 
shoulder-to-shoulder with 
extreme right-wing and 
racist political groups … 
and with groups such as the 
‘Football Lads’ (who have 
nothing to do with football, 
but who form the combat 
wing of the far right).  
Frighteningly, many seem 
not to have been horrified, 
despite the fact that they 
were ‘defending’ memorials 
which commemorate the 
defeat of everything their 
co-protestors represent.
As we know, the whole thing 
descended into thuggery 
and violence. But by this 
time the Police were calling 
for ALL protests to be 
banned, and many citizens 
had decided that they ‘are 
all as bad as each other’.
Which is of course a win 
for the racists and a cue for 
further inaction.
CALLING ON OUR MP
My fear is that, in all the 
ruckus, the core principle of 
BLM – that we need to look 
urgently to the well-being 
and equity of our BAME 
citizens – may get lost.  If all 
that comes out of this is that 
a couple of statues are taken 
down and put in museums, 
then we really have failed as 
a society.
Together, the Windrush, 
Angiolini, McGregor-Smith 
and Lammy Reviews made 
201 recommendations.  The 
BAME/Covid and NHS 
Blood Unit reports have 
additionally suggested 
changes to the NHS.   
These do not amount to 
the necessary root-and-
branch reversal of the 
deprivation, disadvantage 
and discrimination facing 
BAME citizens, but they are 
a start.  So I am calling on our 
MP to ask the government 
that those recommendations 
be implemented.
The Prime Minister has 
sympathised and promised 
yet another report, but 
NONE of these injustices 
will be solved by reviews 
and warm words; they need 
action and funding. 
Because, after everything, 
every decent person will 
always believe that Black 
Lives Matter.
John D Clare

Black Lives Matter

FOLLOW US ON
SIMPLY SEARCH newton-news

It opened in September 2016 
and focuses on engineering, 
technology, science and 
maths education for those 
who want to move on to 
careers in those sectors, 
either via university or 
directly into apprenticeships 
or employment.
Students in UTC South 
Durham’s electronics lab
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.  .  .  AND ANYTHING ELSE YOU CAN DREAM UP!

YOUR PR INT OUR REPUTAT ION

Bags / Tags
Banners
Books
Brochures
Business Cards
Business Stationery
Calendars
Canvas Prints
Catalogues

Certificates
Desk Pads
Direct Mail
Draw Tickets
Event Invites
Envelopes
Embossing
Embellishing
Exhibition Displays

Flyers
Folders
Folded Leaflets
Greetings Cards
Labels
Letterheads
Magazines
Magnetic Signs / Labels
Mailers

Menus
Multi-Part Forms (NCR)
Notepads
Plastic Cards
Point of Sale
Postcards
Posters
Promotional Gifts
PVC Banners

Ring Binders
Roller Banners
Signage
Stickers / Labels
Vinyl Stickers
Wall Planners
Wedding Stationery
Window Stickers
Workwear

WE  DON’T  JUST  PR INT  THE
.  .  .  WE  DO ALL  THIS  TOO!

New adult music lessons are 
offering talented performers 
and total beginners an 
opportunity to improve their 
musical skills.
Throughout the coronavirus 
pandemic, Durham County 
Council’s Music Service has 
been teaching school-age 
pupils at home, completing 
more than 9,000 lessons 
via webcam, and has now 
extended its offer to adults 
across the county for the 
first time.
Everyone, from complete 
beginners to experienced 
musicians, can now book 
to receive supportive, 
professional tuition online. 
The service is offering blocks 
of 25-minute lessons in 
vocal coaching and a number 
of instruments, including 
stringed instruments, brass 
instruments, piano and 
more.
Classes can be taught one-
to-one or in a pair, offering 
the chance to learn a new 
skill with a partner, family 
member or friend. Parents 
can even choose to share 
lessons with their child, 
providing an opportunity to 
spend some quality family 
time together.
Students will need to supply 
their own instrument, but 
tutors can teach at any level 
or standard, from beginner 

COUNCIL LAUNCHES 
VIRTUAL MUSIC 

LESSONS FOR ADULTS

to advanced, as well as 
supplying the resources to 
be able to practise between 
lessons. For those that 
want to show off their new 
talents, the service is hoping 
to perform some remote 
concerts later in the year.
Michael Summers, Manager 
of Durham Music Service, 
said: “We’ve had fantastic 
success teaching our pupils 
via webcam and have had 
great feedback from parents 
and pupils about the positive 
effect the lessons are having 
on children’s wellbeing 
during this challenging time. 
We know that lots of people 
are looking to take up new 
hobbies during lockdown 
and activities that they 
can do as a family or with 
friends.
“Introducing our new 
lessons for all age groups 

is a great way for adults to 
also experience the benefits 
of playing an instrument or 
singing, from improving 
memory, to reducing stress, 
developing multi-tasking 
skills, and best of all, it’s 
great fun.
“The classes are suitable 
for all abilities, from people 
who are already talented 
performers to those looking 
to re-learn an instrument 
they played years ago, and 
for people who have never 
even tried to play music 
before.”
More information about the 
lessons, which are priced 
at £30 for two 25-minute 
sessions, £70 for five classes, 
or £130 for ten lessons, is 
available online at www.
d u r h a m m u s i c . o r g . u k /
adult-online-music-lesson-
available-now

Greenfield Arts have been 
thrilled to be part of a 
project that gives a voice 
to the people of Shildon.  
Creative Director, Katy 
Milne, has been leading 
the project and has been 
working towards realising 
new artwork at Shildon 
Station. This will be 
informed by and reflect 
the spirit of the town, its 
significant heritage and 
most of all its people.
Individual voices from 
present and past are 
influencing the artwork 
for the future and the 
team have been intrigued 
and inspired by the many 
personal stories that the 
community have shared, 
the essence of which have 
been shared within a ‘zine’ 
and will inform the new 
artwork. 
The stories include a 
strong female voice from 
the past.   Alan Ellwood, 
a key figure who is part of 
the Shildon local history 
group, was kind enough 
to share a great deal of 
interesting information 
including the words of 19th 
Century resident Margaret 
Anna Young, who’s time 
capsules were uncovered 
from within the walls of 
Blyford House in Shildon, 
an exciting find that gives 
a unique insight into life in 
the town.
Significant female voices 
are often missing from 
the histories we read, it 
was refreshing to listen to 

Shildon in Motion, Past, Present & Future
Margaret’s very personal 
account of life in Shildon 
in the 1850s. Her curiosity 
about life and people was 
inspirational and aligns 
well with the curious 
approach that it is at the 
core of Greenfield Arts 
and the Shildon in Motion 
project.
“Curiosity, perhaps there 
are few more words which 
contain so much meaning 
– few more that result in 
such fateful and useful 
consequences – it is that 
that often prompts me to 
“say and act” and to try 
the apparently impossible 
things”
Extract from letter - 
Margaret Anna Young 
courtesy of Alan Ellwood
Margaret’s inspiring words 
and her account of Shildon 
during her lifetime will be 
captured in the essence of 
the artwork alongside being 
informed by responses 
from the many wonderful 
accounts, histories and 
thoughts of all involved in 
the project, a big thank you 
for all of the contributions 
from the wonderful people 
of Shildon.
The project is supported 
by Northern Heartlands, 
one of the sixteen Great 
Place Schemes in England, 
funded by National Lottery 
Heritage Fund and Arts 
Council England and also 
by Bishop Rail Community 
Partnership. 
Although our arts centre 
facility is closed at present 

Greenfield Arts are 
continuing to develop this 
valuable project and other 
creative work. We are also 
busy preparing for our 
20th birthday celebrations 
with a commemorative 
film, an inspirational poem 
and creative projects, 
find out more and keep in 
touch with our work and 
progress via our website 
w w w.g r e e n f i e l d - a r t s .
co.uk or by following us 
on facebook and twitter @
greenfieldArts for further 
updates.

HAVE YOU
GOT NEWS
FOR US?

We are always interested
in local news stories.

We like to feature good
news and interesting

items on achievements
& community service

Tel: Paul
01325 300212

or paul@newtonnews.co.uk
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07701 359375
548094

• Boilers Installed, repaired & serviced
• Full heating systems
• Bathroom refurbs
• Wall and Floor Tiling
• Showers • Electrics

We now accept all major debit/credit cards
*GUARANTEED SAME DAY CALL OUT*

01325 492715
01325 247364

For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338
waterways@talktalk.net

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs    Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes    Power Flushing

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596

Mobile 07931 591381

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs
Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing
Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

Plumbing

NC PLUMBING Services
All plumbing requirements undertaken

From a drip to a full bathroom refit
Complete bathroom specialist

Full tiling and wall cladding service
Full power flush service - No job too small

Central heating problems repaired

Neil 07882 233219 or 01325 589224
out of hours call out available

01325 589224

W. HEATHCOTE
Plumbing, Heating & Gas

Servicing and Repairs

Time served tradesman
Over 40 years experience

CALL OUT SERVICE

Boilers installed, repaired 
and serviced

Central heating systems
Power fl ushing

Bathrooms refurbished
Got a problem?
Give me a call

01325 307 052
07595 051 717

www.wheathcote.com

 
 
 

Pest Control

01325 301063
07790 732089

www.pestguard1.co.uk

CALL PESTGUARD TODAY
Newton Aycliffe Based

Fully Licensed & Insured
30+ years trading

throughout the North East

Pest Control

PROTECH Direct Pest 
Control. Experts in industrial, 
commercial and domestic pest 
control. 18+ years experience, 
fully insured, free quotes. 
Tel 01325 310520 or 07896 
848856 (24 hours)

Foster Joinery Services
All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

From inside the home: Doors, Hardwood and Laminate 
Flooring, Skirting and Architrave, Staircases and 

revamping what you already have, Loft entrances and 
Loft Ladders.

To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.
Also Plastering Tiling and Bathroom fitting.
No job too small - Can supply all materials

Just ring 07748 967 374 for a FREE quote

C SMILLIE
• Joinery •
• Building •

• Decorating •
Established 1984

Apprenticeship Served

312024  after 6pm

Joinery

SHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Door
Repair

Specialist

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs
Mechanism Repair/Replacement
Door Adjustment - Door Furniture
Emergency Door Opening
90% OF PARTS IN STOCK

24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114
07748 044 808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Locksmiths

VALLEY
WROUGHT IRON

High Quality Gates, Wall
Railings & Garden Fences

Free Estimates and Advice
Experienced Tradesmen

Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Contact Stephen on
07976 554046 anytime

E: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www. valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Iron / Steel

Driving School

Jacks Driving School
Fully Qualified High Grade Instructors

 TRAILER/CARAVAN
 TRAINING ALSO
 AVAILABLE

Helping you to relax, enjoy and build confidence
Excellent first time pass rate - Block booking offers

Jack: 07949 195 184
Special offer: First 5 hours £90 - www.jacksdrivingschool.co.uk

Roofing

JK Roofing & Building
All Roofing and Building work undertaken

• Full Roofs  • Extensions  • Felt Roofs
• UPVC Fascias/Soffits  • Dry Verge/Ridge
Free estimates:

Tel: 07596 801534
or 07562 439455

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed
Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling

Felting & Pointing - Guttering
Fibre glass flat roofing

With 20 Years Guarantee
Free Estimates

Tel: 01388 605489
07986 217936

BREWARD
roofi ng contractors

Serving the region since 1945
• New Roofs • Flat Roofs •
• High Performance Felt •

Tiling, Slating, Fibreglass Roofs
• Stone Slating • Leadwork •

• Repairs • Chimneys •
•Dry Verge Systems •

uPVC Guttering, Soffi ts & Facias
• Storm Damage • Velux •
Insurance Work Welcome

All Work Guaranteed
Time Served - Free Estimates

Finance Available

01388 661308 or 07967 018998

Caravan and Motorhome 
Servicing & Repairs 

Insurance work undertaken

01325 582005
info@ratedservicingandrepairs.co.uk

Caravan

ELITE PLUMBING 
SERVICES

Dripping Taps - Problem Toilets
Replacement Taps

Radiators Repaired or Replaced

NO JOB TOO SMALL
NO CALL OUT CHARGE

Scott 07949 054947

Newcastle Building Society 
customer director, Stuart 
Miller, has been appointed 
to the board of the national 
High Streets Task Force to 
help co-ordinate a response 
to generate the recovery of 
England’s high streets.
The announcement came 
as high streets minister 
Simon Clarke MP officially 
launched a range of 
support for high streets in 
England and confirmed the 
appointments to the board 
and its chair.
The High Streets Task Force 
is an alliance of subject 
matter experts focused on 
helping communities and 
local governments across 
England transform their high 
streets using data insight, 
training and practical 
support. Stuart joins nine 
other board members to help 
guide the work of the Task 
Force.
Stuart will draw on the 
Society’s experience of 
working collaboratively 
with its communities. Its 
creativity and innovative 
solutions have helped it grow 
its physical presence on high 
streets and in rural towns, 
which includes the new 
branches recently opened in 
Hawes and Wooler, ensuring 
essential access to financial 
services for local people. 
Stuart Miller said: “We 
still firmly believe in the 
future of the high street 
and its role at the heart of 
our communities. A vibrant 
high street is crucial to the 
health of the local economy 
and has a huge impact on 
people’s social connections 
and wellbeing.  
“We know the devastating 
impact a declining high 

Director Appointed 
To National High 

Streets Task Force
street and the lack of access 
to financial services has on 
its communities, which is 
why we’ve worked so hard 
to maintain and grow our 
branch network over the past 
few years. There is much 
more to be done, and it’s 
evident that the COVID-19 
pandemic has made that job 
a lot harder. 
“I’m thrilled to be joining 
the board of the High Streets 
Task Force and hope our 
experience and dedication to 
communities will play a role 
in the revitalisation of local 
economies and high streets 
across England.”
Newcastle Building Society 
is the largest Building 
Society in the north 
east and eighth largest 
in the UK. The Society 
is currently undergoing 
a multi-million branch 
investment programme and 
recently increased its branch 
numbers from 27 to 31 in 
2019.  
To meet the needs of 
vulnerable customers 
and those who don’t bank 
online, the Society has 
maintained an essential 
transactions service, 
throughout the Coronavirus 
outbreak, keeping all but 
one of its branches open 
while applying strict 
safety procedures to keep 
customers and colleagues 
safe. Its Yarm branch 
is located within the 
town library, which was 
temporarily closed.
For more information 
on the High Streets 
Task Force, visit www.
highstreetstaskforce.org.uk 
or for more information on 
Newcastle Building Society, 
visit www.newcastle.co.uk

Business owners across 
County Durham have 
spoken of their relief at 
further financial support 
being provided during 
the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic. 
Durham County Council 
extended the business 
rates grants scheme earlier 
this month, encouraging 
companies that were not 
previously able to access 
support to apply. 
The council has been 
allocated just under £5 

million of additional 
funding to fill some of the 
gaps in the original grants 
scheme, which has seen 
8,651 businesses receive 
over £96.5 million of 
support. 
To date, just over £1 million 
of that extra funding 
has been awarded to 135 
businesses which were 
previously not eligible for 
the grants scheme. 
Business owners who have 
received support so far 
have praised the council 
for providing the grants so 
quickly once the extension 
was announced, and for 
keeping in contact with 
them so effectively. 

More Businesses Being Supported by Grants Scheme
Keith Gill, who owns The 
Old Post Office bed and 
breakfast in Lanchester, 
said: “My wife and I cannot 
thank the council enough 
for their communications 
throughout what has been 
such an anxious time for 
us. I suspect that there 
are many hundreds, or 
possibly thousands, of small 
businesses like us, which 
have been helped by the 
business support grants and 
we are all so thankful not to 
have been forgotten.
“We don’t know when 
business will return to 
normal but we now have 
a financial fund that will 
help to support us until 

next spring, when I hope we 
will be in a more promising 
situation. For that, we’re 
incredibly grateful.” 
The additional funding 
prioritises small and micro 
businesses in shared offices 
or flexible workspaces, 
regular market traders 
who don’t have their own 
business rates assessments, 
bed and breakfast operators 
who pay council tax instead 
of business rates and 
charity properties in receipt 
of charitable business 
rates reliefs which would 
otherwise have been eligible 
for small business rates 
relief or rural rate relief. 
In addition to the above 
which follows the 

government guidance, 
the council’s policy also 
focuses on supporting 
private nurseries, small 
manufacturing businesses 
with small retail outlets 
within the property that sell 
to the public, and businesses 
involved in the supply chain 
to the retail, hospitality 
and leisure industry - all of 
which weren’t eligible for 
support under the previous 
scheme. 
Businesses must be able to 
demonstrate ongoing fixed 
property costs and be able 
to evidence significant loss 
of income in order to access 
the support.
Guidelines around which 
businesses are eligible for 

the grant have been set by 
the government and the 
funding is limited but the 
council is determined to 
allocate this to eligible 
businesses as quickly as 
possible. 
One of the key eligibility 
criteria is that a business 
must have been occupying 

a qualifying business 
premises at 11 March. 
Businesses can find out 
more about the financial 
support available to them, 
and apply, by visiting 
http://www.durham.gov.uk/
covid19business, emailing 
businessrates@durham.gov.
uk or calling 03000 268 997. 
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Aerial Installations

TV.  AERIAL  FITTERS
All aspects of aerial work undertaken

01325 307075

Quick service & fair prices 

Richard NaylorCall

CCTV

15% OFF
with this 

advert

Storage

“U” STORE Aycliffe Business 
Park. Domestic and Industrial 
storage. Open 6 days a week. 
Large and small containers 
from £12 per week. Tel 01325 
317716, 07850 646355

Time Served Royal Horticultural Society Arborist
• Felling, Dismantling & Pruning • Hedge Cutting

• STUMP GRINDING AND REMOVAL
• Local Authority Approved Contractor

All Areas Covered - Free Quotations and Advice

Alexander Walker TechArborA., ND Arb., SOC Arb
Fully Insured - Professionally Trained - Aycliffe Based

07544 802052 or 01325 321113
www.awtreecare.co.uk

G. CROSSEN
PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07340 606402
Time Served  -  C&G  -  Established 1998

Brushstrokes
Decorators

Free no obligation quotes and
advice from a time served

painter & decorator. 
Interior & exterior work, 

no job too small. 
End of tenancy clean up for 

landlord’s. Gutters and fascias 
cleaned from £60. 

Discounts for OAP & NHS staff
Tel: 01325 312953

Mobile: 07587 140912

Decorating

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator

Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate
01325 483 697

or 07745 037 754

Electrical

No Job Too Small
Installation Certificates

Fuse Board Upgrades
Rewires  |  Lighting

Extra Sockets
Fault Finding
Free Quotes

• EMERGENCY CALL OUTS •
Contact Dave on

Telephone:

01325 317535
07563 088 946

DJW
ELECTRICS

• Fuse Board Upgrades •
• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •

• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •
• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on 

01325 313282
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)

Check out our website for monthly
deals: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

MAN WITH VAN cheap 
removals also household 
furniture bought. Tel 07860 560 
295
ASK SERVICES Man + Van. 
Removal, delivery and lots 
more. Contact Paul 07399 
628345

Removals

Full House, Part Load
or Single Items.

Local and National
Storage Available.

01325 319842
07970 201841

or 07857 602267

Smiths
removals

Your Move
Local Family Run Business

Est. 2005 - Fully Insured
Single Items from £15
3 Bed House from £99

Call Jor for a free quote
Tel: 07535 362591

ACORN 
REMOVALS

SINCE 1992

LOCAL & NATIONWIDE 
Call Tony on

07779 89 00 06

C. A. PLASTERERS 
all plastering work, artex 
skimmed, small jobs, free 
estimates, 01388 721206
BOB HOWARD Painter and 
Decorator. Over 20 years of 
experience in all aspects of 
decorating. High standard 
of interior and exterior 
and wallpaper hanging. 
Competitive rates and free 
estimates. Tel 07966 529120 or 
07966 527833
DRAGON DECORATORS 
All aspects of interior & 
exterior decorating, including 
children’s artwork. Over 25 
years experience. Member 
of “Checked & Vetted”. No 
job too small, free estimates. 
During Coronavirus endemic 
I will be wearing full PPE 
clothing. Contact Colin on 
07952 364426

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work

Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking & 

Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432

Mobile: 07765 374 905

LANDSCAPE & BLOCKPAVING 
SPECIALISTS

GARY O’CONNOR
•  Driveways  •  Patios  •  Paving

•  Walling  •  Fencing  •  More
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE WITH VERY 

COMPETITIVE RATES CALL GARY ON

01325 320 267
07866 561 340

ALPINE LANDSCAPES.
Patios, Driveways, Fencing, 
Decking, Gravel, Turfing, 
Walls. All work guaranteed. 
25 years experience, est 15 
years, professional advice. 
www.alpinelandscapes.co.uk - 
contact Alan on 07974 710351
MARTIN SHIRES Garden 
Landscaping Services, Block 
Paving Specialists. Fencing, 
Decking, Patios, Walls, Turfing, 
Hedges. Quality guaranteed 
work. Tel 321891 or 07989 024 
501
ROSEWOOD Tree Work. 
Felled, Pruned, Hedges Cut, 
Fencing, Gravel. All aspects 
of groundwork considered. 
20% off for OAPs. Tel 01325 
318679 or 07740 999075

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm
Saturday: 8.30am - 12pm

01325 787 550   -   LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE

GARDEN 
SERVICES

Lawns Cut - Hedges Trimmed
Trees & Shrubs Pruned,
Cut Back or Removed

TEL 01325 318269
www.esproperty-estate.co.uk

Gardening

Council funding is helping a 
Durham school to work with 
a charity, to provide support 
to people with hearing 
impairments during the 
coronavirus pandemic.
Durham County Council’s 
Durham Area Action 
Partnership (AAP) awarded 
grants to two organisations 
which has helped them to 
collaborate on a project to 
help County Durham’s deaf 
residents.
Durham Deafened Support 
received £920 to reduce 
isolation amongst its 
members, from a £100,000 

Team Effort to Prevent Isolation in the Deaf Community
pot which the council 
has made available to 
countywide initiatives 
during the outbreak. 
The charity has been using 
the funding to contact people 
by post, providing a range 
of exciting and inspiring 
activities. The grant will also 
allow staff and volunteers 
from the charity to visit 
members for a ‘garden chat’, 
with a little help from a local 
secondary school.
The Garden Chat project 
will see Durham Deafened 
Support visiting its members 
for a socially distanced talk 
in the garden or outside 
people’s houses. However, 
a lot of its members rely on 
lip reading, which cannot be 
done if visitors are wearing 
protective fabric masks.
Framwellgate Moor School 
are supplying the solution 

using a £1,197 grant from 
Durham AAP.  The school 
has been using its facilities 
to make personal protective 
equipment (PPE) for local 
organisations, including 
full face visors which it is 
now providing to Durham 
Deafened Support.
The grant has been allocated 
from Durham AAP’s share 
of £1.4million, which the 
council has made available to 
the county’s 14 AAPs, to help 
community and voluntary 
groups in their area during 
the pandemic.
Jane Atkinson, from Durham 
Deafened Support, said: 
“These visors will make a 
massive difference to late-
deafened and hard of hearing 
people. They will enable 
us to do our garden chats, 
visiting members who lip 
read and need to see people’s 

full face.”
Craig Morgan, area action 
partnership coordinator for 
Durham AAP, said: “The 
social distancing measures 
introduced have left many 
of us feeling lonely and 
isolated, and it can be even 
more difficult for people who 
are deaf or hard of hearing 
who might struggle to use the 
phone, don’t use a computer 
or live alone.
“We’re delighted that our 
AAP has been able to fund 
Durham Deafened Support 

and Framwellgate School 
to help people feel part of 
a community again during 
these challenging times.”
Chair of the school’s 
Trust Board, Cllr Amanda 
Hopgood, said: “The school 
was grateful to receive a grant 
from Durham Area Action 
Partnership as it has enabled 
us to keep making vital PPE 
for local organisations and 
health care providers.  As 
I am also a member of the 
AAP Board, I was aware that 
Durham Deafened Support 

Property Repairs 
& Maintenance
Call your Local Handyman
From Flat Pack Assembly to 
Laminate Flooring, Decking, 
Gutters Cleaned & Cleared, 
Pressure Washing, Fencing, 

Patios & Much More
Call us on 01325 318269 or 
www.espropertyservices.co.uk

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES

• Carpet and 
upholstery cleaning
• Leather cleaning 

and repair
• Pressure washing

• Gutter clean & repair
• End of tenancy cleans

• Domestic and  
Commercial cleaning
• Janitorial supplies

• Fully insured

07895 697 115
01325 494294

Home Services

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE REPAIRS

ALL MAKES OF WASHERS
TUMBLERS, MICROWAVES
DISHWASHERS
VACUUM CLEANERS
FRIDGE/FREEZERS
COOKERS
* Free Estimates
* No Call Out Charge
* Appliances Plumbed in

Telephone:  321756

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS, from Fencing 
& Decking Outside to Internal Refurbishments Inside. All Those 
Small Handyman Jobs Considered Too. Call: 01325 318269 or 
Visit: www.esproperty-estate.co.uk
CARPET FITTER and vinyl flooring specialist. Contact 
Richard  on  07946 435 177
GUTTER CLEANING SERVICE Gutters, fascia and soffits 
cleaned. Contact Paul 07399 628345
LAUNDRY LADIES Offering a wash, dry and ironing service 
(domestic or commercial). Free collection and drop off included. 
Tel 07928 768744 or laundryladies16@gmail.com
CLEANING ANGELS. For all your cleaning needs. Commercial 
cleaning available. Domestic, end of tenancy, holiday lets, builders 
cabins, oven cleans, office cleaning, window cleaning (up to 8ft), 
caravan cleaning, ironing service available. Competitive rates. 
Find us on Facebook. Contact Angela 07518 798 595
‘THE BRICKLAYING ANGELS’. Newly qualified bricklayer 
I am doing brick BBQs, brick walls, bird tables etc. Find us on 
Facebook or Contact Angela on 07928 768744

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutter and UPVC
Cleaning Service

No Ladders Required
Conservatory Cleaning
Also Gutters Renewed

and/or Repaired

07519 376870

Revive Your Drive
High Powered Pressure Washing

Specialists in Drives, Gutter
Fascias, PVC, Sealing, Walls

Patio Repointing and Path Ways
Using the best pressure

washing system in the UK
Free Unbeatable Quote

Tel 07525 774559

Suites and Chairs
New Foams & Springs
Large Pattern Range

Free Estimates & Advice

TEL: 01740 655908
After hours 01325 313584

RE-UPHOLSTERY

NEWAVE FURNITURE

had also received a grant and 
when I found out they were 
struggling I immediately got 
in touch with them.”
Further information about 

all 14 of County Durham’s 
AAPs and the work they are 
doing in their communities 
can be found at www.
durham.gov.uk/aaps
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Local charity Citizens 
Advice County Durham 
says trends in changing 
advice needs could indicate 
households in the North 
East teetering on the edge 
of financial disaster – just 
when financial safety nets 
for their employers are 
starting to shrink.
Since 10th June, the current 
version of the Government’s 
‘furlough’ Job Retention 
Scheme has stopped taking 
new applicants.  New rules 
coming soon will increase 
pressure on some struggling 
businesses to contribute 
more to furlough wages, 
or risk making more staff 
redundant in order to 
survive.
Pressure for business to re-
open after months without 
trading also means staff 
feel pressured to return 
to work, even if they are 
still ‘shielding’ from 

Coronavirus or required to 
stay at home by the NHS 
Test & Trace service.
Meanwhile, Citizens 
Advice County Durham 
has seen advice cases about 
employment problems 
double, while debt cases 
have fallen every month 
since lockdown started – a 
strange trend during tough 
times.
Research & Campaigns 
Officer Lewis Kirkbride 
explains: “Temporary 
rules meant that landlords, 
councils, lenders and energy 
and telecoms companies 
couldn’t take harsh actions 
against people who fell 
behind on their payments 
during Coronavirus; but 
these rules won’t last 
forever.
“If they start collecting 
repayments again at the 
same time as more and 
more people are losing their 
jobs, we could see spiralling 
debts and hardships - and 
even evictions.  It’s really 
important to get debt advice 
now, and use the financial 

CITIZENS ADVICE 
DURHAM WARNS OF 

FINANCIAL “CLIFF EDGE”

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

in the

Your Local Community Newspaper

SALES • WANTED • PUBLIC NOTICES • JOB VACANCIES
PERSONAL • JOBS WANTED • LOST & FOUND • AUTOS

THANK YOU • IN MEMORIAM • CONGRATULATIONS
BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE • OBITUARY • PETS

ACCOMMODATION • ACKNOWLEDGEMENT • BIRTHS
HOUSE EXCHANGE • GOOD LUCK • LOST & FOUND

Private Classified Advertisements 30p per word

(Please use BLOCK CAPITALS in space below)
DO NOT FORGET YOUR TELEPHONE NUMBER 

CLASSIFICATION

Please hand advertisement and payment to:
NEWTON PRESS

Blue Bridge Centre, St Cuthbert’s Way, Aycliffe Business Park

Sorry, but we CANNOT accept telephone orders for advertisements.
However the ads can be emailed to: paul@newtonnews.co.uk

and paid by credit card or pay online at www.newtonnewsads.co.uk

TOTAL  NO. OF WORDS:          x            30p

 TOTAL AMOUNT TO PAY     £                          p

Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

OpticiansChiropody

CHIROPODY
Mr P. Oliver

BSc (Hons)  -  M.Ch.S
for a Home Visit call

01325 320126

Computers

Aycliffe 
COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification

PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades  -  Data Recovery
Windows 10 Installation

Broadband Installation
Networking  -  Anti Virus

Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

No Call Out Charge Within 
Newton News Circulation area

Contact Rob
01325 310737
07841 867170

aycliffecomputers@googlemail.com

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED 
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER 

BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

ENJOY LEARNING Guitar, 
Bass or Drums at home. 
Tel Roger 01325 321 444  - 
Friendly, Experienced, Local.

Tuition

BVA Foundation
FREE
Confidential
Post Abortion
Counselling 
available

Telephone:
01642 616077

SAMARITANS - 13 Woodland 
Road, Darlington. We are here 
for you 24 hours a day. Tel: 
Freephone 116123.

Personal

INASPIN ROADSHOW 
Discos for al l  occasions. 
Weddings, birthdays, etc. a 
speciality. State of the Art Light 
Show. Tel 01325 310646 or 
07952 244404
P R O F.  N I N C O M P O O P 
Children’s entertainer making 
bi r thday par t ies  specia l . 
Balloons, magic and tomfoolery, 
midweek discounts. Tel Gary 
on 310646 or 07952 244404. 
Websi te :  www.professor-
nincompoop.com - Facebook: 
Prof Nincompoop

Entertainment

PALLETS FREE
Collect from 

NEWTON PRESS 
at the 

Blue Bridge Centre 
(goods inward)

please ring the bell

Free

RON ROSE ART CLUB 
Meet Friday afternoon 1-3pm 
at the RAFA Club, Barrington 
Road.

Public NoticeWanted

WANTED Mobility scooter and 
wheelchair, working or not. Tel 
07401 133459
HOUSEHOLD  fu rn i tu re 
bought. Tel. 07860 560295

For Sale

SET OF 4 woods “Vitalite” 
with bowls bag and measure. 
£50 ono. Tel 01325 321750
KNITTING machine, Toyota 
KS901 with lace carriage, £50 
ono. Tel 01325 321750
FRENCH NOVA trailer tent for 
sale. £500. Tel 07917 479070
NEW  double divan with 
Damask mattress, delivery 
arranged, £125. Tel 07789 
113343.
FREE well rotted manure. Tel 
01325 312116 or 07526 387783
RUSTIC antique pine dining 
room table and 4 chairs, very 
good condition £200. Rustic 
antique pine mirror, very good 
condition £50. Pine nest of 2 
tables , excellent condition £75. 
Contact Andrew 01388 814963 
or 07702 060211.
WHEELCHAIR  £50. Tel 
07840 568670

Pets

DOG WALKING (Dave 
Oliver) Daytime, half hour 
sessions £5.50 per dog. Police 
checked and fully insured. 
Years of experience in dog 
handling. Tel 07756 825637

Contact Katrina
at The Dog Bar

for all your grooming needs

07757 836 805

DOG 
GROOMING

Est. 2019

Accommodation

HOUSE TO RENT 
Now available.

3 bedroom house in 
Guthrum Place, Newton 
Aycliffe.
Contact Langdale Estates 
on 01388 810500 for more 
information.

HAIR DESIGN Experienced 
mobile hair dresser, 
competitive rates. Call Lynn 
on 07904 219997

Hairdressing

Gems Freelance
Hair Styling
(Formerly of Mosaics)

All services provided:
Cuts & Colours

Perms and Wedding
Gents and Kids

Call for prices

07746 131321

39 St Barbara’s Walk

Large 3 bedroom, fully 
furnished with new carpets 
throughout, secure garden 
from and rear with parking.
£525 per month. Please call 
Neil 07770 965148

Small Unit to Let
Close to A167 & A689
Ferryhill/Aycliffe area

10m x 10m Brick
Farm situation

Suitable for builder etc
storage only, £140 month

Tel 01388 720464

Unit to Rent

3 BEDROOM
property for rent in 
Newton Aycliffe.

Lovely area.
With garage.

Call 07971 278250
for details

Talbot Express
2/3 berth motorhome

for sale.
£3600

Contact Dorothy
on 01325 308094

Autos

2 BEDROOM HOUSE
for rent in Carr Place,

Newton Aycliffe
Available from 24th June

Monthly rent £450
Plus £450 bond in advance

Tel 07708 322474
Social distancing required 

for all viewings

breathing room available 
right now to catch up a bit, 
if you can.”
“We’ve seen fewer people 
asking us for help accessing 
Foodbanks, which reflects 
the increase in temporary 
support available in their 
community; but if this 
means people are using 
help without seeking debt 
advice, there could still be a 
backlash from their growing 
debts when things change 
again.  It’s understandable 
to use some financial 
breathing room to pay for 
their shopping, but we can 
help people plan ahead too.”
These worrisome trends 
have emerged after Citizens 
Advice revealed on 1st May 
that nationally, 2.6million 
renters have missed or 
expect to miss payments, 
7.2million will be behind 
on Council Tax payments, 
and 7.4million will be 
behind on mobile phone and 
broadband payments.
Lewis continued: “I don’t 
think we’ve seen the worst 
yet.  Employers are clinging 
on for dear life; but the 
longer Coronavirus lasts, 
the less cash they’ll have.  
“Redundancies and closures 
look likely, so it’s absolutely 
critical that the Government 
gets things right: if the 
timing and the balance 
between removing the 
safety nets and restarting 
debt repayments is wrong, 
a lot of households in the 
North East are going to fall 
off a financial cliff edge 
when the rules change.  Our 
stats suggest this could 
happen to people who never 
needed advice before.”
Citizens Advice nationally 
has called for fairness, and 
a range of measures that 
give self-employed people 
and those who are shielding 
more access to grants and 
furlough - which can only 
be arranged at employers’ 
discretion.
Go to www.citizensadvice.
org.uk for information 
about Employment rights 
and Coronavirus rules, or 
speak to your local Citizens 
Advice charity – residents 
of County Durham can call 
Citizens Advice County 
Durham on 0300 330 
9027 where there is also a 
specialist debt team on 0300 
323 2000.
Anyone at risk of 
redundancy can call 
Citizens Advice’s Help 
to Claim Team on 0800 
144 8444 to check their 
eligibility for Universal 
Credit and avoid the pitfalls 
of uneven incomes affecting 
their payments.

NEWTON NEWS
NEWTON NEWS is published and 
printed by Newton Press, which was first 
established in 1948 and incorporates “The 
Newtonian”. Visit the on-line version at 
www.newtonnews.co.uk
DISCLAIMER Newton News cannot be 
held responsible for advertisers offering 
goods or services. As a general rule we would 
advise anyone NOT to part with any money 
until the order has been completed to your 
full satisfaction. All information is correct, 
to the best of our knowledge, at the time of 
printing. Newton News accepts articles in 
good faith and takes no responsibility for 
errors and/or omissions.
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DO YOU NEED A 
POP UP BANNER

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR CLUB OR 

ORGANISATION?
Prices from £60.00

Contact: Newton Press
01325 300212

Lester Atkinson

We lost a Father with a 
heart of gold, how much 
we miss him can never be 
told.
He shared our troubles 
and helped us along, if we 
follow in his footsteps we 
will never go wrong.
All our love forever and 
always. Stephen, Kelly 
and Michael

Syd Howarth

A Dad in a billion, you 
were always there for us, 
helping, caring, loving, 
advising, guiding and 
hugging us with gusto.
Missed every day – I wish 
I could talk to you and hug 
you once more.
Always in our thoughts.
Love, Stuart, Joanne, 
Adam & Alex.

Syd Howarth

A man who has lived well, 
laughed often and loved 
much; who has gained the 
respect of intelligent men 
and the love of children; 
who has filled his niche 
and accomplished his task.
Who leaves the world 
better than he found it, 
who has never lacked 
appreciation of earth’s 
beauty or failed to express 
it, who looked for the best 
in others and gave the best 
he had.
Forever remembered
Love, Paul and Beverley.
John-Paul, Lisa & Family
Carrie and Sebastian
Matthew

Fathers’ Day Remembrance

Syd Howarth

Things will never be the 
same without you but our 
memories keep us smiling 
whenever we think about 
you. 
We will raise a glass to 
celebrate Father’s Day the 
same as we always did.
Loved and missed always
Chris, Michelle,
Jack & Joe xx

Dear Sir,
It is now six months since 
I was elected as your 
Member of Parliament, 
and what a six months 
it has been. We entered 
Parliament with one very 
high profile agenda item, 
namely, Brexit. We could 
not have imagined that 
something would happen 
that was so significant it 
wiped Brexit away from the 
headlines. But Covid -19 
has achieved that in spades.
As with any new job, it is 
very appropriate to take 
stock after six months to 
evaluate what has happened 
and understand where best 
to focus next. So, looking 
at the last six months, it 
began with me entering the 
Palace of Westminster as a 
new Member of Parliament 
totally unfamiliar with the 
building and its processes. 
As is the case in many old 
buildings there are many 
corridors and staircases 
that seem at times to lead 
everywhere except where 
you want to go! I am 
pleased to say that I have 
my bearings now but as a 
result of Coronavirus there 
are a number of routes now 
closed off or temporarily 
designated one way so it’s 
still a challenge.
Where I have made real 
progress is in developing 
excellent working 
relationships with Senior 
Ministers which makes it 
so much easier to shout up 
for Sedgefield. You may 
have seen the questions 
that I have asked on behalf 
of the Constituency at 
Prime Ministers Questions 
or PMQ’s as it is also 
known. Whilst these are 
high profile and can be seen 
by many it is often also 
the corridor or tea-room 
conversations that can help 
make a real difference. It 
is there where you get the 
chance to socialise with 
ministers and discuss the 
importance and impacts 
of decisions they are 
considering and, hopefully 
positively influence them in 
actively considering your 
Constituency during their 
deliberations.
I am immensely pleased 
to have secured a position 
on the BEIS Select 
Committee as this gives 
me direct involvement 
in the important agendas 
that affect businesses 
and their employees. 
BEIS will be particularly 
influential as we exit this 
pandemic and, also as 
we take the necessary 
steps to exit the EU and 
regain our political and 
economic independence. 
As I mentioned last week, 
we will also be looking at 
the Committee on Climate 
Change within the context 
of Energy and Business 

which will be very 
interesting.
This week we will have the 
inaugural meeting of an All 
Party Parliamentary Group 
(APPG) that I will be 
jointly chairing with Gill 
Furniss, the Labour MP 
for Sheffield, Brightside 
and Hillsborough. APPGs 
are cross-party groups 
of MPs and Members of 
the House of Lords who 
meet to consider topics 
that reflect their concerns 
as parliamentarians. 
They examine policies 
and new developments 
and ideas that are linked 
to their topic. They also 
invite Ministers and other 
partners like Campaign 
Groups, Charities and 
other non governmental 
organisations to take 
part and become actively 
involved. 
This APPG will be 
supported by Local Trust, 
(you can find out more 
about them at www.
localtrust.org.uk) and will 
be titled “Left Behind 
Communities”. I will be 
telling you lots more about 
this very exciting initiative 
in the near future.
Back home in the 
constituency a major 
disappointment has been 
the way Coronavirus has 
stopped me from meeting 
people. Because of the size 
of the Constituency we 
decided to establish our 
base in Newton Aycliffe 
and complement it with 
pop up surgeries elsewhere. 
We had just started to 
get momentum in these 
in Ferryhill, Sedgefield, 
Middleton St George and 
Trimdon with many others 
planned for our other 
villages and communities 
when Covid hit us. 
Similarly progress stopped 
on our office efforts but 
these are finally making 
real strides now and we 
are very pleased that we 
are heading into Sydney 
House. 
One thing I am regularly 
asked is whether I am 
enjoying the role? I have 
to say that from day one 
that this has been the most 
incredible experience, 
and it is such a privilege 
that despite all of the 
unexpected pressures 
of Coronavirus, and the 
drip feed of abuse from 
those still frustrated at the 
election result, I would 
not swap it for anything 
and I hope to continue to 
represent you for many 
years to come.
As always if you want to 
reach us please use the 
details below.
Paul Howell
MP for Sedgefield 
P a u l . H o w e l l . M P @
Parliament.uk
020 7219 4272

PARLIAMENT TALK

Paul Howell, Member of Parliament for Sedgefield

The Hairy Bikers are 
encouraging people in the 
North East to host a virtual 
Cake Break to raise vital 
funds for people affected by 
multiple sclerosis (MS).
With millions still in 
lockdown, the celebrity 
chefs have teamed up with 
the MS Society to get 
friends and family together 
online to enjoy a Cake 
Break – whether via  Zoom, 
Teams or House Party – on 
Friday 26 June. 
More than 130,000 people 
live with MS in the UK, 
with a further one in four 
likely to know someone 
affected. The condition 
damages nerves in your 
body and makes it harder 
to do everyday things, like 
walk, talk, eat and think. 
Dave Myers – whose mum 
lived with MS for over 30 
years – is a proud supporter 
of the MS Society’s Cake 
Break. He says: “My mother 
lived with MS from when I 
was a boy until she died, and 
the MS Society was always 
a great support to us. Now 
more than ever, charities 
that are close to your heart 
need as much support as you 
can possibly give them.  
“As the MS Society has 
grown it’s helped an awful 
lot of people with this 
unpredictable condition 
and, before the pandemic, 
it was making incredible 
strides to Stop MS. We 
simply cannot take our eye 
off the ball, and hosting a 
virtual Cake Break will help 
keep the momentum going.”
Whether you’re lucky 
enough to get your hands 
on some flour, or plan to 
showcase some ready-made 
treats, raising any kind of 
dough could make a big 
difference. 
Dave explains: “As the 
majority of people won’t 
be able to taste each other’s 
bakes this year, now is 
the perfect time to get 

competitive and up the ante 
in your cake presentation! 
Si [Simon King] and I find 
covering cakes with icing 
sugar is a great way to 
hide imperfections without 
anybody knowing!”
Talking about life in 
lockdown, he adds: “I’ve 
been catching up on jobs 
that have needed doing for a 
decade, including cleaning 
out the food cupboard after 
we ate some popcorn that 
had expired in 2011! I’ve 
also been tinkering with 
my motorbikes and have 
taken my wife, Lil, out on 
the one we did our courting 
on. It spluttered a bit, but we 
made it home!
“This is the longest time I’ve 
gone without seeing Si since 
we met in 1992! But we talk 
most days on the phone 
and have a laugh on our 
live Instagram chats every 
Wednesday and Saturday – 
we haven’t missed a week!”
Nick Moberly, Chief 
Executive of the MS 
Society, says: “We’re 
extremely grateful to the 
Hairy Bikers for their 
support – something which 
our community needs 
more than ever. More than 
130,000 people live with 
MS in the UK, and by 
organising a virtual Cake 
Break you’ll be raising vital 
funds so we can be there for 
anyone affected by MS, with 
better treatments, support 
and information.” 
The MS Society website is 
packed with recipe ideas 
and inspiration, including 
an exclusive Blueberry 
and Banana Muffin recipe 
created by Dave and MS 
Society Ambassador and 
Paralympian, Kadeena Cox 
MBE. 
Register for a MS Society 
Cake Break fundraising 
pack at cakebreak.org.uk 
and don’t forget to share 
your virtual Cake Breaks 
using #CakeBreak2020

Hairy Bikers Host 
Virtual Cake Break

Award-winning baby class 
provider Baby Sensory™ 
offers resources to support 
baby’s development and 
well-being during stressful 
lockdown period for parents.
Baby Sensory offers sensory 
experiences and ideas for 
parents that promote infant 
well-being and support to 
their development. They 
advocate “precious early 
learning” and firmly believe 
that the experiences in 
this first stage of life lay 
the foundation for future 
learning.      
Dr Lin Day explains, “The 
newborn’s brain is only a 
quarter of adult size, but by 
the end of the first year, it 
will have doubled in volume. 
This growth is largely due 
to the trillions of neural 
connections, which allow 
messages to be passed from 
one area of the brain to 
another. These connections 
are the direct result of events 
and experiences encountered 
from birth.” 
Parental Top Tips for Infant 
Mental Health:  
ht tps://www.babysensory.
com/happysocialplay
Baby Sensory is confident 
in their approach to offer an 
environment rich in sensory 
exploration and learning 
opportunities. Every 
activity is accompanied by 
clear explanations and the 
benefits to baby’s learning 
and development. It’s clearly 
something parents appreciate 
voting Baby Sensory the 
winner of the What’s On for 
Little One’s “Best National 
Baby Activity” 2019.
While face to face sessions 
are halted, parents have been 
able to still build on baby’s 
development, create special 

one-to-one moments, gain 
play ideas and even have 
some much-needed social 
interaction with other parents 
through Baby Sensory’s 
move to online classes.   
Baby Sensory @ Home 
provides to families ideas 
for creative play, massage, 
tummy time, movement, 
visual development, textures, 
scents and music in simple 
practical ways that can be 
easily repeated at home. 
They use a combination of 
original and traditional songs 
and rhymes to develop early 
speech and language skills, 
and sensory signing activities 
to help parents and baby 
communicate from birth.
Baby Sensory Class Leader, 
Kate Lawless, in Darlington, 
“Being able to offer our 
award-winning classes 
online has been so important 
to our families because it 
has provided them with 
some much-needed social 
interaction, and a little bit 

of routine and normality 
through these strange times! 
I’d love to welcome new 
families to our Baby Sensory 
@ Home programme this 
summer.”
Baby Sensory @ Home (part 
of WOW World Group)
Find out more here and 
contact your local class 
leader here to book a class.
WOW World Group - a 
pre-school progamme 
group offering 5 expertly 
researched child 
development programmes, 
paediatric first aid classes 
for parents and practitioners, 
and professional child 
photographers. WOW 
programmes are dedicated to 
supporting the learning and 
development of every baby 
and child, and the health 
and safety needs of everyone 
who attends classes.  
Programmes: Baby Sensory, 
Toddler Sense, Reading 
Fairy, Mini Professors and 
Keepabeat.

Infant Mental Health Matters Week

Above is a photo of the “NEW” I.E.P. 4/5 for East Coast Open Access arriving at Hitachi 
Factory, by John Williamson. Send your photo to paul@newtonnews.co.uk

READERS’ PHOTOGRAPHS
Peter Mooney

Remembering you on 
Father’s Day.

Rosemary, Annette, 
Paul, Gillian, Clare

and families
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Storage
Space
To Let

* Subject to small business relief

First fl oor mezzanine storage space now available to let in an eco-
friendly building. Low ceiling in certain areas, hence storage only. 
Located at the entrance to Aycliff e Business Park on St. Cuthberts 
Way (old Newton Press building), easy access to A1M.

Space comes with:
 •  Secure Private Access •  Private Lockable Door
 •  Electric Points   •  LED Ligh� ng
 •  No Rates Chargeable* •  WiFi Available
 •  Communal Kitchen and Toilet Facili� es
 •  24 Hour CCTV Security in Opera� on

Approximately 40�  x 40� 
For more informa� on contact Stuart on 01325 300212

Max Coates took a brace of top ten finishes in the MINI 
CHALLENGE UK Official eSeries at Silverstone last 
weekend moving him to second in the real-world driver class.
Coates qualified his Elite Motorsport MINI CHALLENGE 
car 10th for the opening race of the weekend.  After climbing 
two positions early on he battled with Ryan Elliott for the 
duration and ended just behind him in 8th place.  This put him 
3rd on the grid for the second race and Coates battled at the 
front in the Primex Plastics and PLASgran Recycling backed 
car throughout the race.  On the penultimate lap Tobin Leigh 
squeezed into a MINI sized gap to take the final podium spot 
away from the Yorkshireman.
The second qualifying saw Coates in 9th, just two tenths off 
the fastest lap time.  Like the real world racing the eSeries is 
incredibly close.  The JiC Transport backed driver climbed 
two positions again, this time finishing 7th in the first of the 
two races.  He started well in the second encounter and was 
going for a move to take the lead when we was hit from behind 
into a massive slide.  Loosing significant momentum and 7 
positions he fell back outside the top 10.  The NGK Spark 
Plugs car had ground to make up and Max became daring with 
his moves to gain a top 10 slot back, ultimately finishing 9th.
The top ten finishes mean Max moves up to 2nd in the real 
racers category and 7th in the overall standings.
Coates said, “I didn’t feel quite as strong pace wise at 
Silverstone as I did at Brands Hatch, but still felt as though 
two podiums were on the cards in race two and race four, 
it just didn’t quite go my way.  I need a strong round at the 
International layout this weekend to gain valuable points back 
on Josh who is leading the real world class.”
The next round of the championship comes from the virtual 
version of Silverstone International.  The races can be watched 
via the MINI CHALLENGE UK social media channels and 
the links below.
MINI CHALLENGE UK Live Stream Links for Round 4 – 
Silverstone International:
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MINIChallengeUK/
posts/4137617159611843
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wImKJz9PkY4
&feature=youtu.be
Twitch: https://www.twitch.tv/vrracingclub
Season Calendar:
1.	Donington Park National – Saturday 23rd May
2.	Brands Hatch Indy – Saturday 30th May
3.	Silverstone National – Saturday 6th June
4.	Silverstone International – Saturday 13th June
5.	Snetterton 300 – Saturday 20th June
6.	Croft – Saturday 27th June
7.	Knockhill – Saturday 4th July
8.	Brands Hatch GP – Saturday 11th July
Event Timetable:
•	 Live streams start approximately 11:45
•	 Qualifying 1: 12:00
•	 Race 1: 12:30
•	 Race 2: 13:00 (Reverse grid top ten)
•	 Qualifying 2: 13:45
•	 Race 3: 14:15
•	 Race 4: 14:45 (Reverse grid top ten)

Photo: Max Coates in action at the MINI CHALLENGE UK 
Official eSeries at Brands Hatch

Coates up to 2nd in 
Mini Challenge eSeries

Football pitches across 
Durham County FA are 
set to be enhanced thanks 
to £142,500 worth of 
investment from a new 
scheme set up by the 
Premier League, The FA 
and Government’s Football 
Foundation.
The Pitch Preparation Fund 
was set up in support of the 
game, which is currently 
facing unprecedented 
challenges because of the 
COVID-19 outbreak.  It is 
providing grants to clubs 
that have lost out on normal 
revenue streams during 
this difficult period and 
helping them to get their 
pitches ready for when it is 
safe to play football again, 
following Government 
advice.
The Fund was greeted with 
a hugely positive response 
in the two-and-a-half weeks 
the application window was 
open during May.
As a result, £142,500 has 
been awarded to 42 clubs 
and organisations.  This 

PITCH PREPARATION FUNDING 
BENEFITS COUNTY CLUBS

will allow 165 football 
pitches to be made match-fit, 
benefiting 661 local football 
teams.
How Durham County 
FA will benefit from the 
Pitch Preparation Fund in 
numbers:
•	 A total of 62 grants 
awarded
•	 £142,500 of investment
•	 165 football pitches 
improved
•	 661 football teams 
benefiting
•	 42 grassroots clubs 
awarded grants
•	 20 clubs in the National 
League System awarded 
grants
As a result of the exposure of 
the Pitch Preparation Fund, 
the Football Foundation 
also received an increase of 
176% in its regular facility 
grant applications during 
May, compared with April.  
So many more football sites 
will be improved over and 
above those receiving Pitch 
Preparation Fund grants.
Robert Sullivan, Interim 
Chief Executive of the 
Football Foundation, said: 
“This new investment into 
Durham County FA will 
provide crucial support for 
football in the area.
“Our national game is a 
proven driver of mental and 
physical health benefits, 
so it’s important local 
pitches are match-fit in the 
event that the Government 
announces it’s safe for the 
game to start again.
“That is why we’ve worked 
with the Premier League, 
The FA, the Government 
and Sport England to set 
up the Pitch Preparation 
Fund.  These 62 grants we’re 
announcing today will help 
ensure 165 pitches across 
Durham County FA are in 

a good condition when the 
time comes.”
John Topping, Company 
Secretary of Durham 
County FA said; “We are 
delighted with the number 
of grants received from the 
scheme and in such adverse 
times it is a boost to have 
a good news message of 
support which will help our 
clubs at grass roots level. 
The Football Foundation 
Pitch Preparation Fund 
was specifically set up to 
help improve football fields 
and this will go a long with 
to help clubs and facility 
providers financially. Our 
thanks go to all concerned.”   
The grants awarded will help 
with essential maintenance 
works toward grass 
pitches, including vertical 
decompaction, slitting, 
over seeding, fertilising 
and weedkilling, as well as 
routine preparatory works 
such as grass cutting and the 
setting out and line marking 
of pitches.  For artificial 
surfaces, eligible works 
include deep cleaning, 
overmarking and FA pitch 
testing.
Clubs and other 
organisations are also being 
given access to the Football 
Foundation Groundskeeping 
Community.  This is a 
free online resource the 
Foundation developed 
with The FA and the 
Grounds Management 
Association, containing 
advice and guidance.  
Anyone in Durham County 
FA can sign up at https://
thefa .h ivelear n ing.com/
groundskeeping.
The Football Foundation 
is a charity funded by the 
Premier League, The FA and 
the Government, through 
Sport England.

The Supporting Families team would like to give a huge 
THANK YOU to Shirley, Tesco Community Champion, 
for the baby milk she donated to us to help a client last 
week.
Each time we mention what we need, she already has it in 
her cupboard for us, as if she already knows!
Thank you so much for your support, Sheena, Yvonne, Liz, 
Rachel and Bob.

Tesco Donation
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