
     Telephone: 01325 789589
OPENING TIMES: 8.30am-5.30pm Monday-Friday

8.30am-1.00pm Saturday
SPECIALISTS IN NEW TYRES

Servicing, MoT’s, Exhausts, Batteries, Brakes, Clutches,
Suspensions, Welding, Timing Belts and Diagnostics

ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN
No Job Too Big or Small, Give our Friendly Team a Call

Unit E460F Woodham Road, Aycliff e Business Park
Newton Aycliff e, Co. Durham DL5 6HT

01325 789589  -  Email: ayc-auto@hotmail.com

LOW PRICES ON NEW
• Doors • Windows • Conservatories •
• Porches • Guttering • Facias •
• Soffits • Brickwork • Door Canopies •

We also complete all aspects of
repair work on:  • Misted Units •
• Broken Locks • Leaks •

For a sensible, no obligation quotation
07816 675935 anytime or 304286 after 6pm

THE WINDOW GUYTHE WINDOW GUY
DOOR
SALE

NOW ON

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

Bengal Lounge
BANQUET SPECIAL

ONLY £9.95
Available Thursday only - Take Away
• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad
• Any Appetiser   • Any Main Course  • Any Rice or Nan

(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions apply

Bedroom
Image

Sliding Wardrobes
Manufactured in our Newton Aycliffe Factory

www.bedrooomimage.co.uk
Visit our new studio at:

24 Cockerton Green, Darlington DL3 9EU

Telephone (01325) 464100
or

Middlesbrough and Washington
Telephone 0191 417 9174ELECTRICIAN

www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk
DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE

TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

Fault Finding / Repairs Qualifi ed Electrician
Extra Lights and Sockets Reliable Service
New Fuse Boards / Alarms Tidy Work
Rewires   Free Quote
Landlord Inspections  Satisfaction Guaranteed

Electric Adjustable
Bed Ranges

Est.                                           1898

BIG SIZE MENSWEAR
2XL to 8XL

huge range of designs now in stock

FROM

£599

Free Delivery

Newton News, Blue Bridge Centre, St. Cuthberts Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co Durham DL5 6DS  -  Tel: 01325 300212
Editor: paul@newtonnews.co.uk  •  Advertising: paul@newtonnews.co.uk

Incorporating “The Newtonian” - Aycliffe’s Community Newspaper

www.newtonnews.co.uk - No. 1 website for local news

Aycliffe Radio working in partnership with Newton News
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk

First Published in 1948 and still FREEFriday 15th May 2020

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you through those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

Cobblers Hall Village Centre
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

Tel: (01325) 319519

elachi
indian restaurant

1 Upper Beveridge Walkway
Town Centre DL5 4EE
(next to StevenRussell)

Tel: 01325 316516
Monday � ali Night
Dine in for £10.95
Sunday & � ursday
Banquet Special £9.95

Delivery Available                                           www.elachirestaurant.co.uk
Free delivery in Aycli� e on orders over £10

Delivery outside Aycli� e small charge.
10% Discount available on collected orders
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Surtees House
T 01325 318600
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E enquiries@whitehousefuneralservice.co.uk

Whitehouse Funeral Service Ltd   Reg No.  6984838

T 01325 482999    F     989284 52310 
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E enquiries@whitehousefuneralservice.co.uk

Cockerton House, 11 West Auckland Road, Darlington DL3 9EJ 

John Whitehouse
Dip. F.D. L.M.B.I.F.D.

wh i tehouse
f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e

Whitehouse Funeral Service Ltd  Registration Number:  6984838 

Julie Whitehouse
Cockerton House, 11 West Auckland Road, Darlington DL3 9EJ

T 01325 482999   F 01325 482989
Surtees House, Hilton Road, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6EN

T 01325 318600
W www.whitehousefuneralservice.co.uk
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‘‘e truly independent family company caring for your needs’

T: 01325 318600  (24hr)

Private Chapels of Rest

Surtees House
Hilton Road
Newton Aycli� e DL5 6EN

� e truly independent family company caring for your needs

T: 01325 318600 (24 hour)

•  UPVC Windows and Doors  •
•  Conservatories  •

•  Composite Doors  •
•  Bi-Folding Doors  •

Telephone 01325 468222
Email: info@bespoke-windows.co.uk

SPECIAL OFFER:
Five Windows

+ One Door
£2880 inc. VAT

Scooters from £295

Adjustable Beds from £595

• Wheelchairs, Bath Lifts and Stair Lifts
• No Obligation, FREE Home Demonstration
• Servicing and Repairs (at your home)

Lift Recline Chairs from £495

M.V. MOBILITY
MOBILE SHOWROOM
Part exchange welcome, written details on request

Call Michael on 01325 931032
or 0191 484 6172
Established 2003

All employees 

will use social 

distancing

VE DAY CELEBRATIONS 
AT ROSE LODGE HOME

Friday 8th May should have 
been a day to celebrate the 
75th Anniversary of VE Day 
(Victory in Europe). Instead 
the whole country was on 
lockdown, however, some 
were able to celebrate this 
momentous event in their 
own way or with socially 
distant neighbours.
Aycliffe Radio were no 
exception, they set up at 
Rose Lodge Care Home and 
between 1.00pm and 4.00pm 
entertained the residents 
with music and songs from 
the 1940s and 1950s.
At 2.00pm Amy Harrison 
then sang a selection of war 
songs made famous by the 
likes of Vera Lynn and the 
Andrew Sisters as well as a 
rendition of ‘God Save the 
Queen’.
Joining Amy were WO2 
Tracy Downs and WO2 
David Tomlinson from 
the town’s REME (Royal 
Electrical and Mechanical 
Engineers).
Aycliffe Radio presenter 
Gary Avery played a 
selection of songs, music, 
adverts and Pathe news clips 
from the 1940s. Although the 
station could not publicise 
the event, permission was 
obtained from the Police and 
Paul Howell MP.
There were a few onlookers 
and Sainsbury shoppers who 
stayed a while (at a distance) 
and watched as the afternoon 
unfolded, with Piper Neil 
Thain playing two tracks at 
3pm, ‘Battles O’er’ and ‘VE 
Day 75’. ‘Battles O’er’ is the 
traditional tune played by 
pipers at the end of battle and 
‘VE Day 75’ was specially 
written to commemorate the 
day. After the pipes was a 
moving poem ‘Just Another 
Soldier’.
One onlooker commented 
“What a fantastic day, I 
haven’t seen my mother in 

six weeks. To be able to 
come along today, enjoy the 
nice weather, have a dance 
and see my mother was 
great”.
The new Memory Lane 
show broadcasts Monday to 
Friday 1.00pm to 2.00pm 
on Aycliffe Radio. Gary 
will present a live show on 
a Monday playing requests 
and dedications - to place 
a request email info@
ayclifferadio.co.uk or text 

07512 253333.
Once we get back to some 
normality, Gary will be 
visiting the homes, talking 
to residents, taking requests 
and dedications for any 
upcoming celebrations.

Think You 
Have What 

it Takes?
Want to shake up your 
life with a career like no 
other?
We are one of the top-
performing police forces 
in the country and will be 
opening recruitment for 
police officers on Friday 
29th May.
Get all your questions 
answered LIVE on 
Monday, 18th May, on 
Facebook at 2.00pm.
Think you’ve got what it 
takes to join us?
Find out more here: www.
durham.police.uk/Join-
us/Police-Officers/Pages/
default.aspx
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124 Recovery Company
Vehicles, Recruiting and Display

1407 Squadron Air Cadets
Drill Display and Recruiting

102 Battalion REME
Vehicles, Recruiting and Display

FREE HATS
AND
FLAGS
(while stocks last)

* Vintage Vehicles
* Singalong with Jenna
* Bagpipes at 1pm & 3pm
* MP & Mayor Visit
* Ice Cream / Face Painter
* Vintage Vehicles

Jenna Highfield
1940’s Singer and Entertainer

Sat., 15th August 2020
11.00am to 4.00pm

Aycliffe Town Centre

201 Field Hospital
Medical Treatment Facility Display

What’s Happening:Local Armed Forces displays all day11am - Aycli� e Radio11.30am - Jenna High� eld12pm - Aycli� e Radio12.30pm - Jenna High� eld1pm - Mayor Arrives + Piper1.15pm - Aycli� e Radio1.30pm - 1407 Cadets Drill2pm - Jenna High� eld2.30pm - Aycli� e Radio3pm - Piper Plays “Battle O’er”3.15pm - Jenna High� eld3.45pm - Aycli� e Radio

75th ANNIVERSARY

VE/VJ Day Celebration

WE 
NEED 
YOUR 
HELP

North East-based Orca 
Cleaning Services Ltd 
is making its own major 
contribution to the fight 
against Coronavirus, 
by offering free fogging 
services for communal 
areas in care homes across 
the area.
The fogging process takes 
effect within 10 minutes 
of application and remains 
active for up to 28 days - 
even in frequently touched 
areas. As such, it’s a vital 
resource in controlling and 
reducing the spread of the 
virus, particularly in high 
risk places such as care 
homes and schools.
Steven Holmes, director 
at Orca said: “We’re really 
keen to help the people who 
are most vulnerable during 
this pandemic. In care 
homes, if the virus gets in 
then it can spread quickly 
with devastating effects and 
we want to do everything 
we can to prevent that.
“Our fogging service is 
proven to kill the virus, so 
could make a real difference 

in protecting our older 
people.”
Initially available to care 
homes in DH and DL 
postcodes, the free fogging 
service is provided directly 
by Orca via its team of 10 
members of staff.
Offering a full range 
of industrial cleaning 
services including high 
level cleaning, industrial 
pressure washing and 
guano (bird muck) removal, 
Orca was founded in 2016 
and has ambitious plans to 
quadruple in size over the 
next five years. It already 
works with companies 
including the Forestry 
Commission, Gestamp 
Tallent, AKS Precision 
Ball, NSK Bearings, 
Mission Food, JLM Global 
Foods, Overbury and 
Tolent.
Free fogging for care homes 
is available by contacting 
Hollie Holmes on hollie@
orcacleaningservices.co.uk 
or 0800 304 7436.
For more information, see 
orcacleaningservices.co.uk

ORCA OFFER FREE 
FOGGING SERVICE

Dozens of people have 
applied for jobs in the 
adult social care sector 
following a recruitment 
drive prompted by the 
coronavirus pandemic.
County Durham Care 
Academy launched the 
fast-track recruitment and 
training programme at the 
beginning of last month in 
response to pressures being 
placed on the sector by the 
crisis.
More than 60 applicants 
responded to the appeal, 
many of whom have now 
completed their training and 
undergone pre-employment 
checks.
Their details have been sent 
on to potential employers, 
with many now undergoing 
interviews for roles as care 
workers, domestic assistants 
and kitchen assistants.
The Care Academy was 
launched last year by 
Durham County Council to 
support the development of 
a skilled and valued adult 
social care workforce in the 
county.
Cllr Lucy Hovvels MBE, 
Durham County Council’s 
Cabinet member for adult 
and health services, said: 
“We all know that the 
coronavirus pandemic has 
had a significant impact on 
the social care sector, with 
staff working incredibly 
hard to help some of our 
most vulnerable residents.
“It has inevitably created 
a need for additional staff 
to support this important 
work and by introducing 
this fast-track recruitment 
and training programme we 
are able to meet this need 
quickly and efficiently.
“Not only does this mean 
we are able assist providers 
in filling vacancies 
and improving their 
resilience, but we are also 
helping individuals find 
employment at a time when 
some may have lost their 
jobs or are struggling to 
earn a wage.”
There are more than 
100 independent sector 
care providers in County 

Durham, supporting adults 
with social and physical 
activities including 
household tasks, personal 
care and attending 
appointments. 
The academy is in regular 
contact with many of 
these employers in order 
to match applicants to 
opportunities in their 
local area. This makes 
the recruitment process 
easier for the county’s care 
providers, while supporting 
people to access local job 
opportunities.
The Care Academy is 
also working with day 
care providers who are no 
longer operating during the 
coronavirus pandemic to 
provide appropriate training 
for staff so that they can be 
redeployed into other care 
positions when needed.
Kathryn Cooper, manager 
of Devonshire House, 
West Auckland, and Chair 
of the County Durham 
Residential Registered 
Managers Network, said: 
“This is a very busy time 
for the care sector and this 
recruitment initiative by the 
Care Academy has certainly 
helped me, I don’t have 
much time for recruitment 
at the moment and to know 
that these candidates have 
already been vetted by the 
local authority and received 
some training is reassuring. 
The process was simple and 
I look forward to welcoming 
our new recruit this week.”
The Care Academy is now 
launching a second round of 
recruitment, with applicants 
invited to fill in an online 
application form before 
completing online training.
Opportunities are available 
for anyone wishing to 
work in adult social care, 
including those without 
prior experience. Further 
information is available 
at www.durham.gov.uk/
careacademyrecruitment. 
Regular updates on the 
care academy’s Facebook 
page www.Facebook.com/
C a r eAc a d e myD u r h a m /
recruitment

Dozens Apply for Fast-
Track to Care Jobs

Budding engineers and 
electricians are being invited 
to apply for new full time 
courses and apprenticeships 
starting this September at 
a leading County Durham 
training provider. South 
West Durham Training, 
which has been training 
young engineers for more 
than 50 years and is graded 
‘outstanding’ by Ofsted, is 
launching new electrical, 
engineering and mechanical 
training provision and is 
taking applications and 
expressions of interest 
now. It is one of the first in 
the North East to offer the 
new Level 4 Engineering 
Manufacturing Technician 
Higher Apprenticeship. The 
three year standard is aimed 
at engineers already with a 
Level 3 BTEC or equivalent, 
who will qualify with a 
Higher National Certificate 
(HNC) in Engineering or 
Manufacturing. Both school 
leavers and those already 
employed who have a GCSE 
in Engineering will also this 
autumn for the first time be 
able to directly enrol onto a 
Level 3 Extended Diploma 
in Engineering at SWDT, 
another new addition. 
The Newton Aycliffe 
engineering training 
provider, part of the Bishop 
Auckland College Group, is 
also launching a new Level 
2 Diploma in Electrical 
Installation, a one year 

full time course aimed at 
young people looking at 
a career as a domestic or 
commercial electrician 
who do not yet have an 
employer. Stuart Johnson, 
CEO of SWDT, said: 
“Whether you are a school 
leaver with an engineering 
GCSE or simply have an 
interest in becoming an 
electrician - or are already 
working in engineering 
or manufacturing and 
are looking for a higher 
education qualification - 
these new additions to our 
training offer could be the 
ideal next step for you. 
“Similarly, we would like 
to hear from employers 
in the engineering and 
manufacturing sectors who 
are interested in upskilling 
their staff. You don’t 
have to be in traditional 
engineering; it could also 
be food and drink, supply 
chain logistics etc. “We 
are offering the Level 4 
Higher Apprenticeship at 
a very competitive rate 
and the Level 3 Extended 
Diploma in Engineering can 
be studied on day release 
with your apprentice in the 
workplace up to four days 
per week.”
Thomas Lavender, 
20, of Billingham, is 
in the third year of an 
Advanced Apprenticeship 
(Engineering Design and 

New Courses & 
Apprenticeships for Budding 

Engineers & Electricians

Draughtsperson) with 
SWDT, which will give him 
a Level 4 HNC qualification. 
His employer is M5tec, 
a bespoke engineering 
design solutions company 
specialising in areas 
including nuclear, oil and 
gas, and renewable energies.
Thomas left school unsure 
as to which Engineering 
pathway he wanted to go 
down either the academic or 
vocational. He said: “I chose 
a mix of the two, and went 
and did a two-year BTEC 
Level 3 in Engineering. 
When the opportunity of 
an Apprenticeship as CAD 
designer came up locally, I 
took it.
“As M5tec have invested 
their time in me, and 
continue to do so, I feel I 
am an integral part of its 
ongoing growth.” For more 
information on the new 
qualifications visit swdt.
co.uk or contact admin@
swdt.co.uk or call (01325) 
313194. Alternatively, 
take part in the Virtual 
Open Evening being held 
from 5pm to 7pm today 
(Thursday May 7th) where 
engineering tutors will be 
available to give advice 
‘face to face’ by Zoom 
video conferencing, over 
the phone or via our Live 
Chat facility. To register 
visit bacoll.ac.uk/Events/
virtualmay

Aycliffe Angels 
Website Relaunched
Dear Sir,
One lovely thing came out of my article in last week’s 
Newton News about the Aycliffe Angels, inasmuch as I 
was contacted by Andrew Hutton.  
Andrew Hutton, you will remember, was the Northern 
Echo community web editor who brought the ‘Aycliffe 
Angels’ to the public’s attention twenty years ago. As 
part of that campaign he had compiled a website on 
the Aycliffe Angels (now lapsed), and he kindly gave 
me permission to re-host it on my own educational 
website.
I have transcribed it, brought it up to date, and added 
some extra materials. My website averages more than a 
million unique visitors a year, so many school students 
across the world will now be able access the refreshed 
site from http://www.johndclare.net and learn about 
our Aycliffe Angels.
Andrew himself has resurrected the domain name, 
so you can also access the site direct from http://
aycliffeangels.org.uk
People have already contacted me with new materials 
for the site, which stands as a testimony to the bravery 
and contribution of these amazing women, to whom we 
owe so much.
John D Clare



HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?
We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.

Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£49.00 inc VAT (per will) and Free Home Visit

During the day or evening
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE

PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

 Members of the Society of Will Writers
 F.Inst.PA (Qualifi ed Paralegal)

IT SUPPORT & 
NETWORK SECURITY

TELECOMS  |  SECURITY
DEVELOPMENT

lucidgrp.co.uk
01325 582121  hi@lucidgrp.co.uk
Blue Bridge Centre, Horndale Ave, Newton Aycliffe,DL5 7YR
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Funeralcare

Newton Aycliffe Funeralcare 
Oakcliffe Cottage, 
Macmillan Road, DL5 4LH

01325 300 510

Providing a caring personal service  

24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

www.coop.co.uk/funeralcare

FNC0317331392-2_Newton_Aycliffe_ad.indd   1 15/05/2017   15:33

KEEP
YOUR
PROPERTY SAFE

All security solutions undertaken 
such as Grills, Gates, Bars,

Be-Spoke Boxes

Call DBS on 01325 307230
Mobile: Scott 07772 182357

Email: scott@dbs-fabrication.co.uk
Website: www.dbs-fabrication.co.uk

Minnie Puttock
Minnie was born on 16th 
May 1920 in Lowlands, 
Cockfield and celebrates 
her 100th birthday this 
weekend.
She attended Ramshaw 
School in Evenwood and 
went on to join the ATS in 
service at West Kirby in 
Anglesey as a cook in the 
officers mess.
Minnie met her Husband, 
Bill, in Lea-on-Sea and 
married in 1943 and had 
three children.
The couple moved to 

Newton Aycliffe in 1953 
and lived in Henderson 
Road, Oakfield and Bewick 
Crescent. Minnie currently 
lives with her Daughter, Joy, 
in Oakfield.
Minnie was employed at 
Yardley and Flymo.
She enjoys meeting with 
friends at the RAFA Club 
and Methodist Wives Club.
The family has grown 
over the years to three 
grandchildren, six great 
grandchildren and one great 
granddaughter.

Happy Birthday Minnie 

100th BIRTHDAY
GREETINGS

Reading is key at Greenfield 
Community College 
and students are reaping 
the benefits of the many 
opportunities and resources 
that have been available to 
them. During this time of 
uncertainty, reading is an 
activity that can provide a 
space to enjoy both fiction 
and non-fiction, both of 
which can offer a wonderful 
learning experience in the 
home and a form of freedom 
to explore new ideas and 
escape to other worlds. 
Every week there is a 
‘Reading in Lockdown’ 
document shared with 
all students with reading 
links and ideas including 
items from short uplifting 
articles to more challenging 
podcasts. Students at 
Greenfield can find 
this work posted in the 
‘English’ work files along 
with a shared ‘reading and 
listening resources’ folder 
for students and families to 
dip into (see the ‘Reading 
Resources’ link on our 
webpage).
Ofsted have continually 
highlighted the correlation 
between reading, writing 
and the benefits it can bring 
across the curriculum and 
this is also a vital component 
of their ‘deep dive’ strategy 
in schools. Students at 
Greenfield Community 
College are progressing and 
nurturing a love of reading 
which will allow them to 
access a wide range of 
opportunities. Improved 
reading ability is essential 
in supporting students to 
successfully approach the 
new G.C.S.E. framework 
but it is also crucial in 

equipping our students 
with the vocabulary they 
need to become confident 
young adults. Greenfield 
Community College are 
committed to encourage 
and develop reading 
through expert teaching and 
providing the opportunities 
and resources for students 
to read and to inspire a love 
of reading. 
Whilst at school, time is 
allotted each day in T4S 
(Time for Success) lesson, 
where students are given 
space and time to read a 
book of choice and the 
school have worked hard 
to widen the range of 
materials available during 
this time with form tutors.  
There are also reading 
initiatives such as ‘star 
reading’ to enable students 
and staff understand and 
evaluate levels of reading 
and encourage progress.  
Greenfield has a well-
stocked library with 
dedicated librarians on hand 
to advise and encourage 
students.  Novels and plays 
within the curriculum are 
studied in-depth with many 
opportunities to discuss 
and study texts including 
external visits and trips to 
live theatre to continually 
inspire reading and deepen 
knowledge. Forty-five 
students trained as peer-
reading mentors during the 
autumn term and we hope 
that they will play a key 

GREENFIELD STUDENTS INSPIRED
Household Waste Recycling 
Centres (HWRCs) in 
County Durham will reopen 
in the next two weeks in line 
with government guidance. 
Last week, the Secretary 
of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local 
Government, Robert 
Jenrick, announced that he 
would be issuing guidance 
to councils to begin 
reopening HWRCs. 
Since the announcement, 
Durham County Council 
has been working with its 
contractor, HW Martins, 
to look at the possibility of 
safely reopening its main 
sites and this week received 
new guidance from central 
government. 
The council has now 
confirmed that it is planning 
for all 12 of its main sites to 
be reopened on Monday 18 
May and will also resume 
its bulky waste goods 
collections from this day.
However, government 
guidance has emphasised 
that residents should only 
take waste to HWRCs if it 
cannot be stored safely at 
home and no alternative 
disposal options are 
available. 
A number of significant 
safety measures have been 
considered in order to be 
able to reopen the sites in a 
way that ensures the safety 
of all staff and residents 
during the coronavirus 
outbreak. 
Sites are expected to be 
extremely busy once the 
HWRCs reopen. The 
council is currently working 
to implement traffic 
management schemes, such 
as temporary road closures, 
where necessary for sites 
that risk blocking main 

Household Waste Recycling 
Centres to be Reopened

highways and access for key 
services. 
To ensure social distancing, 
people will be asked to 
keep two metres apart at all 
times and a limited number 
of cars will be allowed on 
site at a time. This will be 
determined on a site-by-
site basis and residents are 
being asked to be patient at 
sites where there are queues. 
Visitors may also be turned 
away if sites are too busy.
Changes to the way the sites 
are used will also be made. 
For example, no lifting 
assistance will be available 
from staff on site, with users 
being responsible for this, 
and residents are advised 
to take a passenger from 
the household if required. 
Residents will also be asked 
to wash their hands before 
and after their visit. 
Vehicles such as vans, 
pickups, minibuses or 
vehicles towing trailers, 
will still be able to use the 
site with a waste permit. 
These can be applied for 
on the council’s website. 
As usual, car users will not 
need to apply for a permit.
While the main sites will 
reopen, some services may 
remain closed initially such 
as the mobile recycling 
centre at Frosterley and the 
trade waste facility and re-
use shop at Stainton. The 
council is working to reopen 
these as soon as possible.
Bulky waste collections 
can be booked from 9am on 
Tuesday 12 May at www.
durham.gov.uk/bulkywaste 
or by calling us on 03000 
260 000. Bookings cannot 
be taken until this date. 
Items should be placed at 
your kerbside bin collection 
point, where your rubbish 

bins are collected from, 
ready for collection.
The HWRC sites are 
expected to be extremely 
busy once reopened and 
the council is asking 
residents to only use the 
site if necessary and expect 
queues.
Cllr Brian Stephens, 
Cabinet member for 
neighbourhoods and local 
partnerships, said: “We 
are pleased to announce 
that we have plans to re-
open all 12 of our HWRCs 
in the coming weeks, as 
well as resume our bulky 
waste goods collections, 
while also following the 
government’s guidance on 
being able to operate them 
safely.
“We want to have the re-
opening as close to our 
normal service as possible 
which means that a number 
of significant safety 
measures will need to be 
put in place to ensure that 
all staff and residents can 
protect themselves, and 
others, while using the 
facilities. 
“I would like to stress, 
however, the importance 
of following government 
guidance about using these 
sites. This means asking 
residents to spread out their 
visits to HWRCs as much 
as possible, be patient when 
using the sites, and to bring 
materials only if they cannot 
be safely stored at home.”
Further details on sites, 
such as changes to opening 
times, can be found online 
at www.durham.gov.uk/
hwrc

role in supporting students 
and promoting reading 
when we return to school.  
Last half-term some of the 
reading mentors began their 
role by supporting a break-
time reading drop in for our 
Year 7 and 8 students who 
enjoyed listening to stories 
read by staff including Mr. 
Moffatt, Ms Silverwood and 
Mr. Mark. 
More recently, to celebrate 
world book evening, 
staff have been sharing 
their reading on social 
media, releasing a video 
to encourage students to 
explore their own reading 
tastes and gain a light-
hearted insight into the 
choices staff are making. 
We have also continued 
to mark events such as 
V.E. Day with reading 
recommendations posted on 
Twitter, students who would 
like to forward their own 

book recommendations 
should email Ms. Rose.
This week the school are 
inviting students to enter 
a competition to design 
a National Book Token. 
See @GreenfieldTweet for 
more, there will also be an 
online book club and a new 
competition coming up so 
please keep in touch.
Greenfield is committed 
to encouraging reading 
and promoting a broad 
and balanced curriculum 
enabling each and every 
student to reach their full 
potential.  In the words of 
author Neil Gaiman,  we 
‘hope we can give our 
children a world in which 
they will read, and be 
read to, and imagine, and 
understand’ because we 
know that ‘once a child finds 
their happy place in a book, 
they will have this gift for 
the rest of their lives’.

Dear Sir,
In these unprecedented 
and challenging times, we 
would like to say a huge 
thank you to all Dogs Trust 
supporters and players of 
People’s Postcode Lottery 
in the local area, for their 
continued support.
We are currently looking 
after 45 dogs at Dogs Trust 
Darlington and without 
the help of the dog loving 
public, we would not be able 
to give our wonderful dogs 
everything they need whilst 
they are in our care waiting 
to head off to their forever 
homes. For many that wait 
is going to be longer than 
usual due to the current 
lockdown.
However, regardless of how 
long they have to wait, we 
can assure you that thanks 
to our supporters and 
players of People’s Postcode 
Lottery, all of our dogs have 
everything they need, every 
single day they are with us.
More than £13 million has 
been awarded to Dogs Trust 
since the partnership with 
People’s Postcode Lottery 
first began in 2013. This 
has meant we have been 
able to invest in additional 
highly skilled staff such 
as behaviourists, canine 
carers and veterinary staff, 
expand initiatives such 
as our Home from Home 
fostering scheme, invest in 
our volunteers and improve 
facilities at our rehoming 
centres, all of which has 
lasting benefits for our four-
legged friends.

We know all of our 
supporters share our vision 
to improve the dog welfare 
landscape in the UK and 
although at the moment we 
don’t know the financial 
implications of Coronavirus 
on Dogs Trust as it is an 
evolving situation, we are 
certain that the coming 
months are likely to see 
an increased demand 
for our services. That is 

CARING FOR OUR FOUR 
LEGGED FRIENDS

why we want to take this 
opportunity to thank dog 
lovers in the region for their 
vital continued support. 
If you would like to find 
out more about how Dogs 
Trust is helping dog owners 
during this difficult time, or 
if you would like to make a 
donation, please go to www.
dogstrust.org.uk
Thank you. 
Dogs Trust Darlington



PAGE 4                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       www.newtonnews.co.uk   

CALL YOUR
LOCAL
POLICE

IN AN EMERGENCY
ALWAYS CALL 999

101
101 is now the number to call when you want 
to contact your local police - when it’s less 
urgent than 999

WHEN SHOULD I CALL 101?
To report less urgent crime or disorder and for 
general police enquiries, for example:
• if your car has been stolen;
• if your property has been damaged;
• when you suspect drug use or dealing;
• to report a minor traffi  c collision;
• to give information about crime in your area;
or
• if you would like to speak to your local police offi  cer

Greenfield Arts have 
been working with the 
community to celebrate 
creativity and to help make 
their birthday film. The arts 
team, who are presently 
working from home, would 
like to say a big thank you 
to all for the wonderful 
contributions so far that 
help mark their twentieth 
birthday.
The campaign has 
inspired people to share 
their superhero talents, 
recall a creative moment 
or experience or just to 
remember a time or activity 
at Greenfield Arts. Katy 
Milne, Creative Director 
and Filmmaker Laura 
Degnan have been working 
online to bring together 

your contributions and are 
excited to be making a film 
that reflects the community 
which is at its heart.

Greenfield Arts Create 
Community Film

Crafter’s Companion 
has enlisted the help of 
its customers and local 
community to provide scrub 
bags for care workers in 
County Durham. 
Customers and staff at the 
Newton Aycliffe-based 
craft retailer have created 
more than 250 scrub bags 
for Countrywide Extra Care 
Homes across the County 
Durham area. Sara Davies, 
founder and creative 
director of the company, 
presented the scrubs to Julie 
Parkin, Countrywide Extra 
Care Manager.
This initiative follows 
Sara’s appearance on This 
Morning, to teach the nation 
how to create scrub bags at 
home by upcycling 100% 
cotton materials. The bags 
enable the country’s key 
workers to take their scrubs 
home in a safe way, allowing 
them to place the bag 
directly into the washing 
machine and also reducing 
the use of plastic bags. 
Sara said: “Creating scrub 
bags is the perfect way to 
stay busy at home whilst 
providing much-needed 

Crafter’s Companion 
Responds to Appeal

materials for our NHS staff 
and key workers.
“It’s been great to see 
so many people getting 
involved and the bags are so 
easy to make. We have all of 
the information you need to 
get started on our website 
so I would urge anyone who 
would like to help to have a 
go!”
Cllr Lucy Hovvels MBE, 
Durham County Council 
Cabinet member for adult 
and health services, said: 
“It is wonderful to see 
everyone rallying together 
in these difficult times to 
support our key workers 
and the vital role they are 
playing in tackling this 
pandemic. Our care workers 
are doing such an important 
job in supporting County 
Durham residents and it’s 
very positive to see that 
these scrub bags will help 
to support them in their 
journey home from work.”   
For more information on 
how to make the scrubs 
bags and the address to send 
finished bags to, please visit  
www.crafterscompanion.
co.uk/sew-a-scrub-bag

Videos helping children to 
hone their music skills at 
home have received more 
5,000 views on YouTube.
Last month, Durham Music 
Service (DMS) moved all of 
its teaching sessions online 
to allow schoolchildren to 
continue to their lessons 
during the lockdown.
In normal circumstances, 
DMS provides small group 
lessons to more than 4,000 
primary and secondary 
school pupils across County 
Durham and Darlington per 
week. It also delivers whole 
school sessions, which see 
18,000 young musicians 
try their hand at everything 
from brass and woodwind, 
to singing and the ukulele.
By using video conferencing 
technology, DMS, which is 
partly funded by Durham 
County Council, Darlington 
Borough Council and Arts 
Council England, has been 
able to continue to deliver 
these sessions to pupils.
The team is also regularly 
uploading fun-filled music 
videos on its YouTube 
channel, with hundreds of 
families tuning in each day.  
In April, the videos 
received more than 4,000 
views, and this figure now 
stands at almost 6,000. 
Many children and families 
have also been creating 
their own music clips and 
sharing them on social 
media using the hashtag 

# D M S h o m e s e s s i o n s . 
Among the highlights so far 
has been a father and son 
duet of ‘Somewhere Over 
the Rainbow’ performed 
on the trumpet during the 
weekly clap for keyworkers.
Michael Summers, manager 
of DMS, said: “We have 
been overwhelmed by 
the response to our new 
YouTube channel and 
#DMShomesessions. When 
we moved our regular 
lessons online, we were 
keen to do something the 
whole family could enjoy 
together, while also serving 
as a useful tool for parents 
and carers teaching children 
at home.
“I am delighted the videos 
have been so popular and 
have also inspired other 
people to create and share 
their own. Music can be 
incredibly uplifting, and it is 
important we all find ways 
to relax, enjoy ourselves and 
look after our mental health 

MAKING MUSIC AND 
MEMORIES IN LOCKDOWN

A warning has been issued 
to County Durham residents 
not to give out personal 
information over the phone as 
scam callers take advantage 
of the coronavirus pandemic.
The trading standards and 
corporate fraud teams at 
Durham County Council 
are urging residents to be on 
their guard as opportunist 
criminals exploit the 
uncertainty surrounding the 
current outbreak.
Reports have been received 
of hoax telephone calls 
claiming to be from council 
services, including registrars 
and the County Durham 
Together community hub.
A member of the public 
received a call claiming to 
be from Durham County 
Council Registration 
services. The cold caller 
advised of the need to take 
card payment to register the 
birth of a child.
Residents are being reminded 
that Durham County Council 
would not make calls out of 
the blue or seek for payment 
to be made or ask for personal 
and credit card information 
for birth registrations. No 
births are currently being 
registered anywhere in the 
UK. Deaths however are 
being registered over the 
phone, but there is a strict 
verification method that they 
are adhering to. 
Anne Robson, superintendent 
registrar with Durham 
County Council, said: “We 
would never contact the 
public seeking information 
and payment in this way.”
Callers pretending to be from 
the authority’s community 
hub and requesting bank 
account/bank card details are 
also being reported. 
The County Durham 
Together hub offers support 
and guidance to people 
during the pandemic, 
including support around 
essential food supplies, 

linking people to existing 
local services where possible. 
Where there is no other 
support available, the 
community hub may provide 
a food parcel or, for people 
with specific dietary needs, 
essential shopping. If this is 
the case, payment procedures 
will be discussed during the 
conversation. However, the 
hub will never ask for bank 
or bank card details. Anyone 
asking for such details is a 
scammer, and no personal 
information or payment 
should be given.
Joanne Waller, head of 
community protection with 
Durham County Council, 
said: “In these changing 
times we would urge the 
public and business to take 
care when contacted by 
people by phone, email or 
letter seeking payments 
or personal and financial 
information. Take the time 
to check out the person or 
organisation making the 
request to confirm that they 
are in fact genuine.”
Paul Bradley, chief internal 
auditor and corporate fraud 
manager said: “Fraudsters 
are taking advantage of these 
unprecedented times, with 
the fraud threat higher in 
emergency situations. We 
encourage anyone who has 
any concerns to report fraud 
and scams to Durham County 
Council. Your information 
will be taken seriously 
and will be investigated. If 
you wish you can remain 
anonymous.”
Details on how to report 
fraud and help from Durham 
County Council can be found 
at www.durham.gov.uk/
fraud or by phoning 03000 
266 745.
Details of how to protect 
yourself and family from 
frauds and scams, including 
current coronavirus scams, 
can be found at  www.
friendsagainstscams.org.uk

Warning Against 
Scam Cold Callers

The overall film is 
inspired by a piece of 
poetry by spoken word 
artist, Tony Gadd, who 
was commissioned 
by Greenfield Arts to 
capture the essence of 
the organisation, its work 
and its place within the 
community as part of its 
twentieth birthday plans.  
We would be thrilled if 
you could help us illustrate 
this through doodles and 
illustrations that reflect 
nature or creativity.  
Our Greenfield Arts 
Community film campaign 
can be found on our social 
media sites (Facebook and 
Twitter) or you can email 
the team by contacting 
info@greenfield-arts.co.uk

during this difficult time.”
Cllr Olwyn Gunn, Durham 
County Council’s Cabinet 
member for children 
and young people’s 
services, said: “In these 
unprecedented and 
uncertain times, when our 
daily lives have changed so 
dramatically, it is important 
we try to provide a sense 
of normality for children. 
By enabling youngsters to 
continue with their music 
lessons, DMS is doing just 
that. It is wonderful to see 
so many families engaging 
with the videos and making 
their own music together.”
For more information about 
DMS and how to get involved 
in #DMShomesessions 
visit www.durhammusic.
org.uk or follow @
D u r h a m m u s i c o n l i n e 
on Facebook and @
TrustDurham on Twitter.
To view DMS videos on 
YouTube visit www.youtube.
com/c/DurhamMusic
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Programme Schedule
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NEWTON AYCLIFFE
TOWN CENTRE MANAGEMENT
“Aycliffe Town Centre . . . Shopping for You”

CLASSIC “LOVE SONGS”
Sun-Thurs 12 to 3am, Fri & Sat 2-4am

Some of our shows will be cancelled until
the Coronavirus situation is resolved

HOWEVER WE WILL CONTINUE BROADCASTING 24/7
Updates from MP Paul Howell at 12noon daily

SATURDAY
9-10am Eurovision Show Simon Harding
10-12am Moderation Jack & Garvey
12-2pm Kitchen Floorfi llers Cazbo Jangles
2-4pm Weekly Edition Paul Baker
4-6pm Northern & Classic Soul (R) Kevin Sowerby
“The Saturday Night Experience” Sponsored by
Bengal Lounge Indian Restaurant & Takeaway
6-8pm Evening Session JimJams
8-9pm Rock the House Carl Booth
9-10pm Retro Trance Mix OZ-DJ
10-12am Street ‘n’ Drum ‘n’ Bass MC Supa
12-2am Night Club Session
SUNDAY
9-10am Church Service Xcel Centre
10-11am Yesterdays Music Today Alan Brown
11-12pm Random Reiki Master Phil Hawkins
12-2pm Country & Americana Show David Ringer
Blues Show Sponsored by Whitehouse Funeral Service
2-4pm Bear Blues Show Colin & Monica
4-6pm Folk/Celtic/Rock Show Steve & Col
6-7.30pm Jazz Time Mike Dixon
8-10pm The Rock Show CAD
10-12am Paul’s Down Time Paul Kjenstad
MONDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-2pm Memory Lane Gary Avery
2-4pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
6-7pm 60s Show Karl Simons
7-8pm 70s Show Peter Rush
8-9pm 80s Show Gary Avery
9-10pm 90s Show Paul Baker
10-11pm 00s Show Producer Dan
11-12am Teens Show Andy Fittes
TUESDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-2pm Memory Lane A DJ
2-4pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
6-7pm All About the 60s Honest John
7.30-9.30pm Northern & Classic Soul Kevin Sowerby
WEDNESDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-2pm Memory Lane A DJ
2-4pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
8-10pm Alternative Aycliffe Gaz n Alby
THURSDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-2pm Memory Lane A DJ
2-4pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
6-8pm The List Colin McNeillie
8-10pm BeatRoote Graeme Roote
FRIDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-2pm Memory Lane A DJ
2-4pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
6-8pm Techno Trance Mix PVR Studios
8-10pm 22nd May - Pauly Mac - Rare Vinyl Mix
10-12am Alternative Aycliffe (R) Gaz n Alby
12-2am Night Club Session

Check our website for full schedule
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk

Newton Broadcasting Limited (t/a Aycliffe Radio) is a Private Company Limited by 
Guarantee, registered on 19th February 2018 in England and Wales

Registration number 11211835. Registered offi ce: Aycliffe Radio, c/o Blue Bridge Centre,
St. Cuthbert’s Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 6DS.

Aycliffe Radio is CIC Registered (No. 11455404)
Scheduled shows can be changed/cancelled at any time.

LISTENING OPTIONS:
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk   -   Free App (all formats)
TuneIn   -   Radios Online   -   Internet Radio  -  Alexa

UK Online Radio   -   Radio Garden   -   Online Radio Box
Streema   -   StreamFinder   -   Deezer

Radio Shaker   -   www.radio.net

 

Contact Jon Bean
Chartered Financial Planner

Confused about
your pension

choices?
We consider your financial goals and

objectives to help plan for your
financial future. 

Whatever stage in life you're at, and
whatever your financial commitments

- and dreams - we're here for all of
life's major milestones

Email: jonb@ctwealth.co.uk

Call:
 

Contact: Jon Bean, Newton Aycliffe based Chartered Financial
Planner 07970865218
jonb@ctwealth.co.uk 
www.ctwealth.co.uk

Hi everyone, Jess Webb here 
again to introduce you to 
the next key worker I have 
interviewed from our town; 
Lisa Peart. 
Lisa has been a social worker 
for the last 10 years, where 
she reports to have provided 
a high-quality service in 
relation to all aspects of 
the assessment and care 
management process, whilst 
also meeting the needs of 
vulnerable adults. 
Within her role she is very 
committed to involving 
people, their careers, 
families and friends in every 
issue related to their care. 
She also strives to ensure that 
the people who she supports 
are able to identify, build and 
use their own strengths and 
abilities. 
Lisa feels that lived 
experiences are important 
for her role, and that her own 
experiences have helped 
her to become a good social 
worker as this has allowed 
her to be able to empathise 
with others and provide the 
appropriate support when it 
is needed.
When asked what she needed 
to do to get into social care, 
Lisa said she completed a 
number of courses including 
an access course in BTEC 
care. She also attended 
Teesside University and 
completed a 3 year degree 
in Social Work and Mental 
Health Nursing.
Her previous jobs have 
mostly included working 
in care environments, such 
as a nanny, care assistant, 
and even an activity care 
coordinator in an older 
person’s care home. These 
previous jobs gave Lisa a 
range of opportunities to 
gain the experience needed 
for her current job and 
benefited her hugely.
For Lisa’s job, you require:
•	 Problem solving skills 
to advise people on the best 
support for them;
•	 Digital skills to keep 
records and find information 
online;
•	 The ability to stay calm 
under pressure;
•	 Team working skills to 
work with other social care 

and health professionals; 
•	 Good communication 
and listening skills.
When asked what she 
likes most about her job, 
Lisa said “I get a sense 
of happiness when I have 
worked with individuals that 
need additional support, to 
complete goals which they 
wished to do. Also being 
able to protect and safeguard 
individuals from exploitation 
due to their vulnerabilities”
However, when asked 
what she likes least about 
her job, she replied “It is 
heartbreaking watching 
individuals in crisis 
situations and when an 
individual you have worked 
with becomes very unwell 
and needs to go into 
hospital”.
It is essential that everyone 
considers their work life 
balance to promote their own 
well-being, and when asked 
what Lisa likes to do in her 
spare time, she reported that 
she enjoys going for bike 
rides, spending time with 
her grandchildren, and of 
course spa days with friends! 
She also told me that her 
favourite film to watch is 
Grease and to go with this 
she loves cheese and wine, 
which I hope is in moderate 
amounts!
Hope Lisa’s interview might 
provide some inspiration for 
pursuing a career in social 
care.
I am sure you would like to 
join me in thanking Lisa, and 
recognising the key and vital 
role that she plays in society. 
Thank you Lisa!

Newton Aycliffe Key 
Worker Recognition

A new volunteering unit 
has been set up in County 
Durham to provide 
more support to local 
organisations and charities 
during the coronavirus 
pandemic. 
The unit builds on the 
work of County Durham 
Together, the community 
hub operated by Durham 
County Council to support 
people and families who 
are vulnerable and in need 
during these unprecedented 
times. 
It will provide a 
central location where 
organisations needing 
additional help or practical 
resources can go to register 
that need.
The aim of the unit is to 
help manage offers of 
support from businesses 
and individuals who have 
volunteered their services 
and resources in County 
Durham.
Staff will be able to match 
them to groups across 
the county’s voluntary 
and community sector 
who have requested help 
in a number of different 
areas. For example, 
many organisations are 
in need of extra staff, 
equipment, premises, 
vehicles, IT support and 
communications and 
marketing skills. 
The team is also working 
with key organisations 
including local charities 
and the care sector to assess 
their needs and establish 
where additional support 

County Volunteering 
Unit Launches

may be needed. 
Cllr Brian Stephens, 
Cabinet member for 
neighbourhoods and local 
partnerships, said: 
“We are thankful for all 
of the volunteering that is 
going on in the county and 
the feedback we are getting 
is that the groups involved 
are doing some truly 
amazing work in difficult 
circumstances. However as 
the challenge of the virus 
could go on for some time 
and as some volunteers 
will be going back to work 
once restrictions are eased, 
we are conscious that these 
groups are likely to need 
support – if only to give 
some of their volunteers a 
well earned break.
“While our community 
hub will continue to offer 
support to the vulnerable, 
this unit will seek to provide 
similar to our amazing army 
of volunteers.”		
Any businesses which 
are able to offer support 
to charity groups or local 
organisations should fill 
in a form on the council’s 
website: 
https://www.durham.gov.
uk/volunteerunit
Any organisation or 
charity in need of either 
IT, financial, telephone and 
customer services support, 
or in need or resources 
such as premises, vehicles, 
drivers or other essential 
equipment, can also request 
help online at the same page 
https://www.durham.gov.
uk/volunteerunit

Brave Hearts is a North 
East of England based 
community interest group 
founded by Dr Adebola 
Adisa as a WhatsApp group 
in May 2018. This was in 
response to her friends’ 
request to join her in the 
Darlington 2018 5K Race for 
Life. Whilst she felt a huge 
sense of achievement during 
her first race in 2017, she 
thought more could be done 
to encourage women from 
ethnic minority backgrounds 
to join the CRUK cause and 
run with thousands of other 
ladies.
The group which has since 
grown to over 20 members, 
most of whom participated in 
the 2019 Darlington 5K Race 
for Life. The Darlington 
based Hinds Building 
Services(HBS) sponsored 
our branded pink T-shirts for 
the race. 
We are now a registered 
community interest 
company; “Brave Hearts 
North East CIC”
Brave Hearts has held various 
programmes including a 
Family Sports Fun Day in 
July 2019, the Darlington 
Women’s Health Talk in 
September 2019, Career talk 
and launch of our mentorship 
programme in February 
2020, which was attended 
by the Mayor of Darlington, 
Mayor Nick Wallis.
We also organised a virtual 
5K event in May 2020
Our other activities include; 
group Sunday morning 
exercises, in the warmer 
months of the year at our 
beautiful South Park; meet 
ups at different churches, 
kids’ birthday parties, house 
parties and BBQs, movies, 
pick your own vegetables 
dates, sightseeing events, 
soft plays and individual 
playdates.
Our adopted charity is 
the County Durham and 
Darlington NHS Foundation 
Trust Charity and 100% of 
funds raised through us, goes 
to them.
So far, we have raised a total 
of £299, through our various 
events.
Brave Hearts is committed 
to building strong 

friendships and inspiring our 
community. 
You can join our community 
on our face book page @
braveheartsnortheast or send 

BRAVE HEARTS 
COMMUNITY GROUP

an email to braveheartsne@
gmail.com
Dr Adebola Adisa
GP and Founder-Brave 
Hearts North East CIC
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“NEWTON NEWS”
Deliverers Wanted
for all areas of the town

To put your name on our ‘Reserve List’

Telephone 01325 300212
“Earn some Pocket Money”

SUIT OVER 13 YEARS OR ACTIVE RETIREES

OFFICE
UNITS 
TO LET

* Subject to small business relief

Fully refurbished offi  ces now available to let in an eco-friendly 
building. Located at the entrance to Aycliff e Business Park on St. 
Cuthberts Way (old Newton Press building), easy access to A1M.

Offi  ce comes with:
 •  Secure Private Access •  Private Lockable Door
 •  24 Hour Access  •  Parking
 •  Mul� ple Electric Points •  LED Ligh� ng
 •  New Ceilings   •  Eco Friendly Hea� ng
 •  No Rates Chargeable* •  Fi� ed Carpets
 •  Internet and Telephone Ready
 •  Communal Kitchen and Toilet Facili� es
 •  24 Hour CCTV Security in Opera� on

From 42m2 (500� 2) to 89m2 (958� 2)
For more informa� on contact Stuart on 01325 300212

ONLY ONE 

UNIT LEFT

North East based IT services 
provider Lucid Technology 
Solutions is offering some 
peace of mind to its clients 
during the Coronavirus 
pandemic, by providing 
them with access to free 
24/7 remote support.
Lucid, which has offices in 
Newton Aycliffe, Stockton 
and Team Valley, has 
extended its external IT 
support service, which it 
usually operates 8am – 6pm 
Monday to Friday, to help 
clients at any hour of the 
day at no extra cost, in a bid 
to help businesses continue 
to operate efficiently and 
securely during the crisis.
Lucid works with over 100 
clients across the North 
East operating in a variety 
of sectors including legal, 
healthcare, accountancy 
and manufacturing, many 
of whom have transitioned 
to home working since 
lockdown measures were 
declared in March.  The 
business will be offering 
the enhanced service to 
its clients who currently 
receive IT support from this 
week delivered by its team 
of 16 IT specialists. 
Cheryl Spears, sales 
director at Lucid 
Technology Solutions, said: 
“The whole ethos of our 
business is geared around 
helping clients to operate 
as effectively and efficiently 
as possible through the 
best use of IT technology 
and this has never been 
more important during 
these challenging times, 
especially when many 
clients have had to adapt to 
home working. 
“We recognise that working 
from home can bring 
additional IT challenges 
and clients may need extra 
support until they can 
resume their usual working 
practices. We’re also 

LUCID INTRODUCES 
FREE ROUND THE 
CLOCK SUPPORT

finding that people are not 
necessarily working typical 
office hours and are either 
starting earlier or finishing 
later as they work around 
other commitments such 
as home schooling, so we 
wanted to offer a completely 
flexible service at no extra 
cost to give something back 
to our loyal client base at 
this difficult time.”
Jonathan Fletcher, 
managing director of 
PG Legal, said: “Lucid’s 
support during this difficult 
period has been invaluable 
to my business.  Not only 
did they ensure that the 
entire team were able to 
work from home with full 
remote access at the start of 
the lockdown but their offer 
of free 24/7 support as an 
enhancement to our existing 
support package has meant 
that all of the team have 
been able to access Lucid’s 
expertise at any time of the 
day or night.”
Lucid Technology 
Solutions, formerly known 
as Yarm Computers Ltd, 
has been operating for over 
30 years and offers a full 
suite of business technology 
solutions including; 
IT support, software 
development, telecoms, 
CCTV, access control, and 
security solutions.  The 
company’s IT support 
package includes proactive 
maintenance and monitor 
of all IT systems to reduce 
tech calls and business 
disruption, working to the 
principle that prevention is 
better than cure.  
For further information 
about Lucid Technology 
Solutions contact Tel: 01642 
792 567 (Stockton office), 
0191 792 567 (Team Valley 
office) or 01325 792 567, 
hi@lucidgrp.co.uk or visit 
the website www.lucidgrp.
co.uk

An online theatre festival 
aimed at celebrating 
creativity during the 
lockdown will showcase 
County Durham talent to a 
global audience this June.
The Gala Theatre has 
teamed up with Durham 
University for Onstage: 
Online, a digital festival that 
will bring together a series 
of theatre shorts and longer 
productions created while 
the UK stays at home.
Theatre companies and 
performing arts groups in 
the county are being invited 
to apply for the festival, 

CURTAIN TO RISE ON NEW 
ONLINE THEATRE FESTIVAL

with funding and mentoring 
available to those selected.
Onstage: Online will take 
place from Thursday 11 to 
Sunday 14 June and will see 
live sessions streamed each 
day on the Gala Theatre’s 
YouTube channel, along 
with scheduled pre-recorded 
content. The videos will also 
be shared on social media 
and will remain available 
for people to enjoy when the 
festival is over on both the 
Gala Theatre and Durham 
University’s YouTube 
channels. 
In line with Government 

guidance, the Gala Theatre, 
which is owned by Durham 
County Council, and the 
Assembly Rooms Theatre, 
which is the main venue used 
by Durham University’s 
Durham Student Theatre, 
have temporarily closed 
to help slow the spread of 
coronavirus.
However, both teams are 
determined to continue to 
provide a platform for local 
theatre-makers to showcase 
their work, while also 
promoting the mental health 
benefits creativity can bring.
Cllr Joy Allen, the council’s 
Cabinet member for 
transformation, culture and 
tourism, said: “Onstage: 
Online is a wonderful 
opportunity to use our time 
in lockdown to be creative, 
while also celebrating what a 
great place County Durham 
is with people around the 
world. 
“It is well known that 
watching theatre and 
engaging in the arts can be 

incredibly beneficial to our 
mental health and wellbeing, 
and finding things that lift 
our spirits is especially 
important right now. 
“I know the team at the Gala 
Theatre is really enjoying 
working with our partners 
at Durham University, and 
I can’t wait to see what 
theatrical gems the project 
produces.”
Kate Barton, head of 
student theatre at Durham 
University, said: “We are 
thrilled to be running a joint 
festival bringing creativity 
from Durham to the world. 
“We want to programme 
the best of the North East 
and appeal to a wide range 
of audiences and ages and 
are particularly interested 
in work that will appeal to 
a family audience, though 
all applications will be 

considered.”
Theatre companies with 
projects selected for the 
festival will receive up to 
£250 to help create their 
production and a dedicated 
slot in the event programme. 
Emerging theatre companies 
can also take advantage of 
free mentoring.
The deadline for applications 
is Monday 11 May. For more 
information or to request an 
application form, contact 
Kate Barton on 0191 334 4316 
or email assemblyrooms.
theatre@durham.ac.uk 
To find out more about the 
Gala Theatre, visit www.
galadurham.co.uk 
For more information 
about theatre events 
involving Durham 
University visit www.
theassemblyroomstheatre.
org

It is good to see that we are in 
a position to consider taking 
steps towards a new normal 
and that we can contemplate 
a future post lockdown.
There were a number of 
clear points from the speech 
last Sunday firstly from 
Wednesday we were able 
to exercise outside more 
frequently but only with 
your own household or one 
other person with social 
distancing. It’s hoped that 
by June schools and shops 
may be reopening and by 
July restaurants may start 
reopening but only if it can 
be done safely.
He also said that where it is 
safe a planned return to work 
is encouraged and this will 
need to be worked through by 
employees and employers.
Outside of that the rules are 
basically the same stay home 
as much as possible, work 
from home if you can, limit 
your contact with others, 
and keep your 2m distance 
in addition you should 
continue to wash your hands 
regularly and self isolate if 
anyone in your household 
has symptoms.
It is important that we all do 
what the Prime Minister said, 
be cautious, so if you have 
any doubt as to whether you 
can do something, assume 
you can’t. It’s important that 
people do not try to interpret 
things as loosely as possible 
but rather as conservatively 
as possible and we continue 
to consider everyone around 
us. I know that there will be 
a multitude of questions as 
the release develops and if 
you would like us to answer 
any specifics for you please 
get in touch. I think it is 
worth noting that there is an 
inherent requirement that as 
we progress we all display 
common sense, it is very easy 
to look at the government 

PARLIAMENT TALK

Paul Howell, Member of Parliament for Sedgefield

messages and try to spin 
them as not clear if you are 
expecting a full and precise 
statement of what to do in 
every situation, we are all 
better than that.
My weeks continue as before 
with my team dealing with 
the in box and working 
on supporting you all. We 
have had our first BEIS 
(Business, Energy and 
Industrial Strategy) select 
committee meeting with the 
new chair and we will be 
very busy here looking at 
things like the governments 
plans for supporting business 
and workers as we exit the 
pandemic. I continue with 
regular Zoom conferences 
with a number of Secretaries 
of State and lobby for our 
area on all of these. I am 
pleased to see the Chancellor 
has extended the furlough 
scheme and indicated that 
some additional flexibility 
will shortly be introduced. 
This flexibility is something I 
have been lobbying for after 
numerous representations. 
Last week I also initiated 
a meeting with the 
Council leaders and 
other Conservative 
MP’s to coordinate our 
representations and we had 
good positive discussions. 
The way forward is to work 
together not to look for 
selective interpretations to 
undermine the great work 
that is happening.
I have also had our first 
remote vote in Parliament, a 
historic step, my expectation 
is that we will be mostly back 
in Westminster in June.
So for now, stay alert, follow 
the rules and we can control 
this virus to save lives.
Please look after you and 
yours
Stay safe
Paul Howell MP
MP for Sedgefield
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.  .  .  AND ANYTHING ELSE YOU CAN DREAM UP!

YOUR PR INT OUR REPUTAT ION

Bags / Tags
Banners
Books
Brochures
Business Cards
Business Stationery
Calendars
Canvas Prints
Catalogues

Certificates
Desk Pads
Direct Mail
Draw Tickets
Event Invites
Envelopes
Embossing
Embellishing
Exhibition Displays

Flyers
Folders
Folded Leaflets
Greetings Cards
Labels
Letterheads
Magazines
Magnetic Signs / Labels
Mailers

Menus
Multi-Part Forms (NCR)
Notepads
Plastic Cards
Point of Sale
Postcards
Posters
Promotional Gifts
PVC Banners

Ring Binders
Roller Banners
Signage
Stickers / Labels
Vinyl Stickers
Wall Planners
Wedding Stationery
Window Stickers
Workwear

WE  DON’T  JUST  PR INT  THE
.  .  .  WE  DO ALL  THIS  TOO!

New virtual storytelling 
sessions are to continue 
throughout May following 
their initial success.
Durham County Council’s 
library service recently 
began teaming up with 
artists to create video 
recitals of popular stories 
and poems which children 
and their families can enjoy 
online.
The sessions are just one 
of many online services 
libraries in the county are 
offering, all free of charge, 
to help residents through the 
coronavirus pandemic.
The online sessions began 
in April and the first four 
have been viewed hundreds 
of times each so far.
On the back of that success, 
the library service has lined 
up four more, in partnership 
with theatre company for 
young audiences Kitchen 
Zoo – stars of two of 
April’s recordings, and 
North East actors Shelley 
O’Brien, from Mad Alice 
Theatre Company, and Stan 
Hodgson.
The classic tales, retold by 
regional artists, will go live 
on the council’s YouTube 
channel www.durham.gov.
uk/youtubelibraryonline on 
the following days:
•	 Thursday 21 May: 
Kitchen Zoo reading The 
Boy who Cried Wolf
•	 Thursday 28 May: 

Popular Online Stories to 
Continue Through May

Shelley O’Brien reading 
The Magic Porridge Pot by 
Brothers Grimm
Cllr Joy Allen, the council’s 
Cabinet member for 
transformation, culture 
and tourism, said: “We 
started these story videos 
to give children and their 
families something to enjoy 
at home while the very 
necessary restrictions are in 
place to slow the spread of 
coronavirus.
“We’re thrilled that the first 
four have gone down so 
well and equally delighted 
to have four more to release 
in the coming weeks.
“I hope everyone really 
enjoys them.”
Shelley said: “I’m so excited 
to be telling this classic 
tale, it’s one of my all time 
favourites. Children can 
come and join the poor 
old farmer and his wife 
whose cupboards are bare 
and pockets are empty but 
whose happiness and good 
fortune is restored by a 
friendly and clever porridge 
pot! A wonderful classic 
story to be enjoyed by 
young and old.”
Stan added: “These stories 
are such a fun and important 
way of bringing people 
together.  I’m delighted 
to be re-telling one of the 
North East’s most famous 
tales, children might even 
like to sing along too!”

All libraries in County 
Durham remain closed in 
response to government 
guidance on coronavirus.
People who are not already 
members of the library 
service can sign up at 
https://www.durham.gov.
uk/libraryonline for free 
access to daily enewspapers, 
eMagazines and eComics.
Library Online also gives 
access to thousands of free 
eBooks and eAudiobooks 
online. Content can be 
downloaded online or via 
the Borrowbox app, which 
is available in the App Store 
and Google Play. 
Library Online is also 
offering free online access 
to family history site 
Ancestry (Library Edition), 
through which members 
can browse historical 
documents and photographs 
plus local history, oral 
histories, indexes and other 
resources.

No awkward silences please: Take a moment to talk about 
organ donation during Dying Matters Awareness Week
On the 20th May the law around organ donation is changing 
in England, subject to finalising the Parliamentary process, 
and we want to encourage everyone to consider the options 
and register or share their decision. 
Under the new law, all adults in England will be considered 
as having agreed to donate their own organs when they 
die unless they record a decision not to donate, (known as 
‘opting out’), or are in one of the excluded groups. 
Those excluded will be people under 18, those who lack 
the mental capacity to understand the new arrangements 
and take the necessary action; people who have lived in 
England for less than 12 months or who are not living here 
voluntarily and those who have nominated someone else to 
make the decision on their behalf.
It is important that people know they will still have a choice 
whether or not to donate. Families will still be consulted, 
and people’s faith, beliefs and culture will continue to 
be respected. Where the individual hasn’t expressed a 
decision, specialist nurses will support their families to 
make a decision, based on what their loved ones would have 
wanted. If the decision is not to donate, this will be honoured 
and upheld.
Very few people die in the circumstances where organ 
donation is possible so every organ donor is precious. 
Organ donation will not go ahead if a potential donor tests 
positive for Covid-19. However, there are still life saving 
organ transplants taking place at this time, bringing hope to 
seriously ill patients on the Transplant Waiting List.
Anthony Clarkson, Director of Organ and Tissue Donation 
and Transplantation at NHS Blood and Transplant, said: 
“This year during Dying Matters Awareness Week, we are 
asking everyone to talk about organ donation. Not only is 
it important to register your choice but also to discuss your 
decision with your family and friends.
“Even though the law around organ donation is changing on 
the 20th May, there is no deadline to making your donation 
decision, you can register your choice at any time. 
“Your family will always be involved in discussions about 
the possibility of donation, so it is vital you share your 
choice with them, whether you are with them in person, or 
are staying connected via a chat over the phone or on family 
Zoom or Skype calls.”
The main theme for this year’s Dying Matters Awareness 
Week (May 11th – 17th) is ‘Dying to be heard’. It encourages 

Organ Donation Law Change

us to also consider the other side of conversation – not just 
talking but listening too. If you’ve already made your organ 
donation decision, do you know the decision of those around 
you? 
If organ donation becomes a possibility, relatives find it 
much easier to support a loved one’s decision if they already 
know what they wanted.
If you haven’t already, please make your choice now, register 
it on the NHS Organ Donor Register and tell your family. 
For more information and to register your decision, whether 
you decide to opt in or opt out, visit: www.organdonation.
nhs.uk
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07701 359375
548094

• Boilers Installed, repaired & serviced
• Full heating systems
• Bathroom refurbs
• Wall and Floor Tiling
• Showers • Electrics

We now accept all major debit/credit cards
*GUARANTEED SAME DAY CALL OUT*

01325 492715
01325 247364

For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338
waterways@talktalk.net

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs    Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes    Power Flushing

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596

Mobile 07931 591381

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs
Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing
Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

Plumbing

NC PLUMBING Services
All plumbing requirements undertaken

From a drip to a full bathroom refit
Complete bathroom specialist

Full tiling and wall cladding service
Full power flush service - No job too small

Central heating problems repaired

Neil 07882 233219 or 01325 589224
out of hours call out available

01325 589224

W. HEATHCOTE
Plumbing, Heating & Gas

Servicing and Repairs

Time served tradesman
Over 40 years experience

CALL OUT SERVICE

Boilers installed, repaired 
and serviced

Central heating systems
Power fl ushing

Bathrooms refurbished
Got a problem?
Give me a call

01325 307 052
07595 051 717

www.wheathcote.com

 
 
 

Pest Control

01325 301063
07790 732089

www.pestguard1.co.uk

CALL PESTGUARD TODAY
Newton Aycliffe Based

Fully Licensed & Insured
30+ years trading

throughout the North East

Pest Control

PROTECH Direct Pest 
Control. Experts in industrial, 
commercial and domestic pest 
control. 18+ years experience, 
fully insured, free quotes. 
Tel 01325 310520 or 07896 
848856 (24 hours)

Foster Joinery Services
All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

From inside the home: Doors, Hardwood and Laminate 
Flooring, Skirting and Architrave, Staircases and 

revamping what you already have, Loft entrances and 
Loft Ladders.

To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.
Also Plastering Tiling and Bathroom fitting.
No job too small - Can supply all materials

Just ring 07748 967 374 for a FREE quote

C SMILLIE
• Joinery •
• Building •

• Decorating •
Established 1984

Apprenticeship Served

312024  after 6pm

Joinery

SHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Door
Repair

Specialist

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs
Mechanism Repair/Replacement
Door Adjustment - Door Furniture
Emergency Door Opening
90% OF PARTS IN STOCK

24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114
07748 044 808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Locksmiths

VALLEY
WROUGHT IRON

High Quality Gates, Wall
Railings & Garden Fences

Free Estimates and Advice
Experienced Tradesmen

Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Contact Stephen on
07976 554046 anytime

E: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www. valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Iron / Steel

Driving School

Jacks Driving School
Fully Qualified High Grade Instructors

 TRAILER/CARAVAN
 TRAINING ALSO
 AVAILABLE

Helping you to relax, enjoy and build confidence
Excellent first time pass rate - Block booking offers

Jack: 07949 195 184
Special offer: First 5 hours £90 - www.jacksdrivingschool.co.uk

Roofing

JK Roofing & Building
All Roofing and Building work undertaken

• Full Roofs  • Extensions  • Felt Roofs
• UPVC Fascias/Soffits  • Dry Verge/Ridge
Free estimates:

Tel: 07596 801534
or 07562 439455

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed
Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling

Felting & Pointing - Guttering
Fibre glass flat roofing

With 20 Years Guarantee
Free Estimates

Tel: 01388 605489
07986 217936

BREWARD
roofi ng contractors

Serving the region since 1945
• New Roofs • Flat Roofs •
• High Performance Felt •

Tiling, Slating, Fibreglass Roofs
• Stone Slating • Leadwork •

• Repairs • Chimneys •
•Dry Verge Systems •

uPVC Guttering, Soffi ts & Facias
• Storm Damage • Velux •
Insurance Work Welcome

All Work Guaranteed
Time Served - Free Estimates

Finance Available

01388 661308 or 07967 018998

Caravan and Motorhome 
Servicing & Repairs 

Insurance work undertaken

01325 582005
info@ratedservicingandrepairs.co.uk

Caravan

ELITE PLUMBING 
SERVICES

Dripping Taps - Problem Toilets
Replacement Taps

Radiators Repaired or Replaced

NO JOB TOO SMALL
NO CALL OUT CHARGE

Scott 07949 054947

New advice has been issued to 
households in County Durham 
to help answer questions over 
whether maintenance or 
servicing work can still be 
carried out in the home during 
the Covid-19 lockdown.
According to a survey 
conducted before the 
pandemic, over half of UK 
homeowners were planning 
to have work completed on 
their property during 2020, at 
a total cost of £55bn*.
Many households may now be 
asking whether their plans can 
still go ahead in the current 
climate and, in response, 
OFTEC, the registration 
body for off-grid heating 
work, has answered some of 
the most common questions 
to help homeowners in 
County Durham comply with 
government advice and stay 
safe. These include:
Can work continue in my 
home?
• Repair and maintenance 
work can be carried out by 
a tradesperson providing 
no one in your, or the 
tradesperson’s, family are 
showing any Covid-19 
symptoms. However, two 
metre social distancing 
rules must be followed and 
regular handwashing is 
recommended. It may also be 
worth considering whether 
it may be better to postpone 
‘non-essential work’. OFTEC 
has advised technicians to 
undertake additional risk 
assessments and many 
businesses have signalled 
that they will only carry out 
emergency work.
Are there circumstances 
when work must not be 
carried out in my home?
• Work should not be carried 
out in households where 
occupants are self-isolating 
or being ‘shielded’. If there 
is an urgent need to address 
a direct risk to those living 
in the property, such as 
emergency plumbing or repair 
work, this can go ahead if the 
tradesperson is willing to do 
so. Additional precautions 
may also need to be put in 
place.
If it is safe to carry out work 
in my home, what should I 
expect?
• Many tradespeople have 
introduced additional 
precautionary measures and 
it is important to follow these 

Can Tradespeople Still 
Work in my Home?

carefully. They may include:
o Asking you to stay in a 
separate room whilst the work 
is completed
o Requesting doors and 
windows are open to increase 
ventilation
o Adapting payment methods 
e.g. no paper invoices or cash 
payments
o Wearing Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE)
o Regularly washing their 
hands and bringing their own 
towel
o Declining refreshments
Can I still have heating oil 
delivered?
• Yes. There are 16,000 
households in County 
Durham who rely on oil 
to heat their homes and, 
fortunately, the price of oil 
has plummeted which is a 
welcome relief when many 
incomes have been reduced. 
However, delivery times 
may be slightly longer than 
normal so regularly check 
your oil level to ensure you 
don’t run out. Some oil 
delivery firms are prioritising 
vulnerable households so 
ask your provider if you 
fall into this category. More 
information is available from 
the liquid fuel distribution 
trade association’s website: 
UKIFDA.
Malcolm Farrow of OFTEC, 
commented: “It is a very 
unsettling time for many 
households and there is 
a lot of confusion about 
tradespeople working in 
homes. The government 
advice is regularly being 
updated so ensure you check 
their website for the latest 
information.
“Most tradespeople are 
also introducing new safety 
measures as a precaution for 
both your and their benefit 
so don’t take it personally 
if they change the way 
they work! If you have any 
questions or concerns, don’t 
hesitate to raise them with 
the tradesperson. Remember, 
always ask to see an ID badge 
to check their credentials 
such as whether they are 
OFTEC (for oil and solid fuel) 
or GasSafe (for mains gas) 
registered. This will ensure 
the work is completed safely 
and to a high standard.”
More information and advice 
is available on the OFTEC 
website.

Over 17,000 Newton News papers are delivered every 
weekend to all homes and businesses in Newton 
Aycliffe and the surrounding villages.
Contact us with your story:

Email: paul@newtonnews.co.uk
Telephone: 01325 300212

Website: www.newtonnews.co.uk
Facebook: NewtonNews

Visit our office:
Blue Bridge Centre, St. Cuthberts Way,
Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 6DS

Guidance for the safe 
operation of builders’ 
merchants in the North 
East during Covid-19 
has been produced by an 
industry trade body.
The Builders Merchants 
Federation (BMF) has 
produced an 18-page 
document, setting out 
guidelines and additional 
precautions for builders’ 
merchant staff to follow 
in the office and trade 
counter, for customer 
and supplier deliveries, 

customer collection and 
for tool hire during the 
Covid-19 outbreak. 
Two-metre social 
distancing is absolute 
between staff, customers 
and suppliers - and 
information is included 
on detailed cleaning 
routines and mandatory 
compliance to avoid 
transmission of the virus.
John Newcomb, BMF 
chief executive, said: 
“This is a comprehensive 
document which sets out 
how to achieve minimum 
Covid-19 spread by 
developing a new 
operating model.
“That model centres 

New Guidelines for Builders’ Merchants
around phone, click/
call and collect and pre-
arranged orders, with no 
public access into shop or 
products.
“As a trade association, 
the BMF does not have 
the authority to instruct 
members to remain 
open, or to close, their 
businesses.  We all 
understand that in current 
circumstances, it is not 
‘business as usual’ and 
difficult decisions must be 
made at every level. 
“The number one priority 
is to minimise the risk of 
transmitting coronavirus.
“The safety of staff, 
suppliers and customers is 

paramount, and the risks 
can be managed if safe 
systems of work are in 
place and remain effective 
until further notice.” 
The guidance has 
been endorsed by the 
Construction Leadership 
Council (CLC), which has 
created a Construction 
Industry Task Force to 
provide a focal point 
for co-ordinating the 
industry’s response to the 
Covid-19 crisis.
BMF is a member of 
the Task Force, which 
comprises of leading trade 
associations representing 
both large and small 
firms in the construction 
sector, contractors, 

specialist contractors, 
home builders, product 
m a n u f a c t u r e r s , 
merchants and associated 
professional services, 
as well as Government 
Departments and major 
clients of the industry.
Mr Newcomb added: “The 
Government has made 
it clear that merchants 
are a vital part of the 
construction supply chain 
and it is important they 
continue to support the 
construction industry to 
operate on sites, and to 
provide the link between 
product manufacturers and 
the firms and tradespeople 
that use and install the 
products they make.”
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BRIC-A-BRAC APPEAL
We are appealing for good quality items to use for auctions/raffles, car boot sales 
to help boost our funds and support more animals in need, as well as vert costs.

WILD BIRD APPEAL
In order to help the wild bird population over the winter months, we are appealing 
for donations of fat balls, peanuts and bird seed.

CAT FOOD APPEAL
We are in need off wet cat food, kitten food and cat litter to support the animals 
currently in our care.

DROP OFF POINTS
Any of the above items can be dropped off at Tesco’s, Honest John, Julie’s Pet 
Show or Grannies Choice - thank you for your support.

Please contact 01325 321855 or 01325 311215

N A S S L
NATIONAL ANIMAL SANTUARIES

SUPPORT LEAGUE

For all your print requirements
Newton Press 300212

Property Repairs 
& Maintenance
Call your Local Handyman
From Flat Pack Assembly to 
Laminate Flooring, Decking, 
Gutters Cleaned & Cleared, 
Pressure Washing, Fencing, 

Patios & Much More
Call us on 01325 318269 or 
www.espropertyservices.co.uk

Aerial Installations

TV.  AERIAL  FITTERS
All aspects of aerial work undertaken

01325 307075

Quick service & fair prices 

Richard NaylorCall

CCTV

15% OFF
with this 

advert

Storage

“U” STORE Aycliffe Business 
Park. Domestic and Industrial 
storage. Open 6 days a week. 
Large and small containers 
from £12 per week. Tel 01325 
317716, 07850 646355

Time Served Royal Horticultural Society Arborist
• Felling, Dismantling & Pruning • Hedge Cutting

• STUMP GRINDING AND REMOVAL
• Local Authority Approved Contractor

All Areas Covered - Free Quotations and Advice

Alexander Walker TechArborA., ND Arb., SOC Arb
Fully Insured - Professionally Trained - Aycliffe Based

07544 802052 or 01325 321113
www.awtreecare.co.uk

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES

• Carpet and 
upholstery cleaning
• Leather cleaning 

and repair
• Pressure washing

• Gutter clean & repair
• End of tenancy cleans

• Domestic and  
Commercial cleaning
• Janitorial supplies

• Fully insured

07895 697 115
01325 494294

Home Services

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE REPAIRS

ALL MAKES OF WASHERS
TUMBLERS, MICROWAVES
DISHWASHERS
VACUUM CLEANERS
FRIDGE/FREEZERS
COOKERS
* Free Estimates
* No Call Out Charge
* Appliances Plumbed in

Telephone:  321756

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS, from Fencing 
& Decking Outside to Internal Refurbishments Inside. All Those 
Small Handyman Jobs Considered Too. Call: 01325 318269 or 
Visit: www.esproperty-estate.co.uk
CARPET FITTER and vinyl flooring specialist. Contact 
Richard  on  07946 435 177
GUTTER CLEANING SERVICE Gutters, fascia and soffits 
cleaned. Contact Paul 07399 628345
LAUNDRY LADIES Offering a wash, dry and ironing service 
(domestic or commercial). Free collection and drop off included. 
Tel 07928 768744 or laundryladies16@gmail.com
CLEANING ANGELS. For all your cleaning needs. Commercial 
cleaning available. Domestic, end of tenancy, holiday lets, builders 
cabins, oven cleans, office cleaning, window cleaning (up to 8ft), 
caravan cleaning, ironing service available. Competitive rates. 
Find us on Facebook. Contact Angela 07518 798 595
‘THE BRICKLAYING ANGELS’. Newly qualified bricklayer 
I am doing brick BBQs, brick walls, bird tables etc. Find us on 
Facebook or Contact Angela on 07928 768744

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutter and UPVC
Cleaning Service

No Ladders Required
Conservatory Cleaning
Also Gutters Renewed

and/or Repaired

07519 376870

G. CROSSEN
PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07340 606402
Time Served  -  C&G  -  Established 1998

Brushstrokes
Decorators

Free no obligation quotes and
advice from a time served

painter & decorator. 
Interior & exterior work, 

no job too small. 
End of tenancy clean up for 

landlord’s. Gutters and fascias 
cleaned from £60. 

Discounts for OAP & NHS staff
Tel: 01325 312953

Mobile: 07587 140912

Decorating

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator

Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate
01325 483 697

or 07745 037 754

Electrical

No Job Too Small
Installation Certificates

Fuse Board Upgrades
Rewires  |  Lighting

Extra Sockets
Fault Finding
Free Quotes

• EMERGENCY CALL OUTS •
Contact Dave on

Telephone:

01325 317535
07563 088 946

DJW
ELECTRICS

• Fuse Board Upgrades •
• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •

• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •
• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on 

01325 313282
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)

Check out our website for monthly
deals: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

MAN WITH VAN cheap 
removals also household 
furniture bought. Tel 07860 560 
295
ASK SERVICES Man + Van. 
Removal, delivery and lots 
more. Contact Paul 07399 
628345

Removals

Full House, Part Load
or Single Items.

Local and National
Storage Available.

01325 319842
07970 201841

or 07857 602267

Smiths
removals

Your Move
Local Family Run Business

Est. 2005 - Fully Insured
Single Items from £15
3 Bed House from £99

Call Jor for a free quote
Tel: 07535 362591

ACORN 
REMOVALS

SINCE 1992

LOCAL & NATIONWIDE 
Call Tony on

07779 89 00 06

C. A. PLASTERERS 
all plastering work, artex 
skimmed, small jobs, free 
estimates, 01388 721206
BOB HOWARD Painter and 
Decorator. Over 20 years of 
experience in all aspects of 
decorating. High standard 
of interior and exterior 
and wallpaper hanging. 
Competitive rates and free 
estimates. Tel 07966 529120 or 
07966 527833
DRAGON DECORATORS 
All aspects of interior & 
exterior decorating, including 
children’s artwork. Over 25 
years experience. Member 
of “Checked & Vetted”. No 
job too small, free estimates. 
During Coronavirus endemic 
I will be wearing full PPE 
clothing. Contact Colin on 
07952 364426

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work

Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking & 

Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432

Mobile: 07765 374 905

LANDSCAPE & BLOCKPAVING 
SPECIALISTS

GARY O’CONNOR
•  Driveways  •  Patios  •  Paving

•  Walling  •  Fencing  •  More
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE WITH VERY 

COMPETITIVE RATES CALL GARY ON

01325 320 267
07866 561 340

ALPINE LANDSCAPES.
Patios, Driveways, Fencing, 
Decking, Gravel, Turfing, 
Walls. All work guaranteed. 
25 years experience, est 15 
years, professional advice. 
www.alpinelandscapes.co.uk - 
contact Alan on 07974 710351
MARTIN SHIRES Garden 
Landscaping Services, Block 
Paving Specialists. Fencing, 
Decking, Patios, Walls, Turfing, 
Hedges. Quality guaranteed 
work. Tel 321891 or 07989 024 
501
ROSEWOOD Tree Work. 
Felled, Pruned, Hedges Cut, 
Fencing, Gravel. All aspects 
of groundwork considered. 
20% off for OAPs. Tel 01325 
318679 or 07740 999075

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm
Saturday: 8.30am - 12pm

01325 787 550   -   LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE

GARDEN 
SERVICES

Lawns Cut - Hedges Trimmed
Trees & Shrubs Pruned,
Cut Back or Removed

TEL 01325 318269
www.esproperty-estate.co.uk

Gardening

Health officials across 
County Durham are urging 
people to contact their GP 
if they have a symptom 
they are worried about as 
urgent GP hospital referrals 
for suspected cancer fall by 
44% during the Coronavirus 
pandemic.
The plea is being made 
amid fears that people with 
cancer symptoms are not 
coming forward as they 
worry about seeking help 
during the lockdown.
Dr Stewart Findlay, 
Chief Officer, NHS 

County Durham Clinical 
Commissioning Group, 
said, “Contracting 
Coronavirus or passing it 
to loved ones are reasons 
people are not coming 
forward when they have 
cancer symptoms. If you 
notice something out of the 
ordinary you must tell your 
doctor. The chances are it is 
nothing serious but finding 
it early makes it more 
treatable.”
“We are doing everything 
we can to protect 
patients, with routine GP 
appointments taking place 
remotely by telephone or 
video call, minimising face-
to-face appointments. When 
someone does need to be 
seen, there will have been 
a shared decision about the 

NHS Urges People to Seek Help for Cancer Symptoms
consequent balance of risk 
between the patient and a 
member of the GP team. 
We are using carefully 
controlled access into the 
GP surgery, with staggered 
appointment times to avoid 
waiting in communal 
areas and using personal 
protective equipment (PPE) 
to stop the spread of any 
possible infection.”
A major public information 
campaign has been 
launched to encourage 
people to contact their GP 
or 111 if they have urgent 
care needs and to go to 
hospital if they are told they 
should. Lives are saved if 
cancer is detected as early 
as possible, if referrals by 
GPs to cancer specialists 
for further investigation are 

down this suggests people 
are not coming forward for 
help.
County Durham and 
Darlington NHS Foundation 
Trust cancer lead Sue 
Green, said, ‘At the Trust 
we would usually receive 
about 489 referrals over a 
six week period from GPs 
for further investigation if 
cancer is suspected, that is 
down to about 215 which 
is a dramatic reduction. We 
really welcome the NHS 
campaign encouraging 
people to contact their GP 
if they have any symptoms 
of cancer, unexplained 
changes to your body such 
as the appearance of a 
lump, blood in your urine, 
changes to your usual bowel 
habits, changes to moles, 

unexplained weight loss, 
are all symptoms that you 
should see your GP about. 
More information about 
symptoms can be found at 
www.nhs.uk/cancer
“We want to reassure people 
that we have worked really 
hard to minimise the risk 
to patients of contracting 
Coronavirus and that every 
precaution is being taken 
to keep patients safe with 
very clear Covid-19 and non 
Covid-19 areas in hospital 
and the use of personal 
protective equipment 
(PPE) to stop the spread of 
infection.”
To support this, the NHS 
has announced the set up 
of a dedicated ‘cancer hub’ 
in the region to coordinate 
cancer treatment and ensure 

it can continue safely during 
the pandemic. The ‘cancer 
hub’ will support hospitals 
across the NHS and the 
independent sector to work 
together to make sure 
people receive the care that 
they need. The ‘cancer hub’ 
will be managed from two 
locations, one in the south, 
managed collaboratively 
by South Tees Hospitals 
NHS Foundation Trust, 
North Tees and Hartlepool 
NHS Foundation Trust 
and County Durham and 

Darlington NHS Foundation 
Trust and one in Newcastle, 
responsible for coordinating 
cancer treatment at a safe, 
COVID-free location.
The key message from the 
NHS is, if you need medical 
help you should still contact 
your GP practice, use NHS 
111 online or call 111 and if 
you are told to go to hospital 
it is important that you go. 
If you are concerned about 
your health, please don’t put 
it off, we’ll give you the care 
you need.
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Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Opticians

Chiropody

CHIROPODY
Mr P. Oliver

BSc (Hons)  -  M.Ch.S
for a Home Visit call

01325 320126

Computers

Aycliffe 
COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification

PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades  -  Data Recovery
Windows 10 Installation

Broadband Installation
Networking  -  Anti Virus

Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

No Call Out Charge Within 
Newton News Circulation area

Contact Rob
01325 310737
07841 867170

aycliffecomputers@googlemail.com

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED 
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER 

BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

BVA Foundation
FREE
Confidential
Post Abortion
Counselling 
available

Telephone:
01642 616077

SAMARITANS - 13 Woodland 
Road, Darlington. We are here 
for you 24 hours a day. Tel: 
Freephone 116123.

Personal

INASPIN ROADSHOW 
Discos for al l  occasions. 
Weddings, birthdays, etc. a 
speciality. State of the Art Light 
Show. Tel 01325 310646 or 
07952 244404
P R O F.  N I N C O M P O O P 
Children’s entertainer making 
bi r thday par t ies  specia l . 
Balloons, magic and tomfoolery, 
midweek discounts. Tel Gary 
on 310646 or 07952 244404. 
Websi te :  www.professor-
nincompoop.com - Facebook: 
Prof Nincompoop

Entertainment

Providing Safe and
Loving Day Care for your Dog

K9 PURSUITS
Ltd.

Tel: 01325 301177           Email: k9pursuitsltd@hotmail.co.uk

New Dog/Puppy Training Course starting soon
Reward based Training with Qualified Instructors

WE ALSO OFFER
Doggy Day Care  -  Dog Walking  -  Home Boarding  -  Canine Workshops

Free Puppy Sessions  -  Kennel Club Training Scheme
Dog Grooming  -  1:1 Training Sessions

Why not call in to see us?   -   Check us out on Facebook

DOG WALKING (Dave 
Oliver) Daytime, half hour 
sessions £5.50 per dog. Police 
checked and fully insured. 
Years of experience in dog 
handling. Tel 07756 825637

Pets

Contact Katrina
at The Dog Bar

for all your grooming needs

07757 836 805

DOG 
GROOMING

Est. 2019

Accommodation

HOUSE TO RENT 
Now available.

3 bedroom house in 
Guthrum Place, Newton 
Aycliffe.
Contact Langdale Estates 
on 01388 810500 for more 
information.

HAIR DESIGN Experienced 
mobile hair dresser, 
competitive rates. Call Lynn 
on 07904 219997

Hairdressing

Gems Freelance
Hair Styling
(Formerly of Mosaics)

All services provided:
Cuts & Colours

Perms and Wedding
Gents and Kids

Call for prices

07746 131321

Health chiefs are warning 
that delaying childhood 
immunisations, during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, could 
lead to outbreaks of vaccine-
preventable diseases.
Public health experts, 
and GPs, across County 
Durham are urging parents 
and carers to continue to 
vaccinate their children to 

prevent against deadly and 
highly contagious childhood 
diseases including measles 
and whooping cough.
Dr Stewart Findlay, 
chief officer of NHS 
County Durham Clinical 
Commissioning Group 
(CCG), said: “While 
preventing the spread of 
Covid-19 and caring for 
those infected is a priority, 
we need parents and carers to 
ensure that they continue to 
get their children immunised 
to protect them against 
other diseases that can be 
extremely serious in a young 
child. “Vaccines save lives 
and ensuring children are 
properly immunised is one 
of the most important things 
a parent can do. “Delaying 
immunisations, even for a 
short period, could result 
in increased numbers of 
children exposed to infection 
and raise the possibility of a 
deadly outbreak of vaccine-
preventable diseases.”
Public Health officials are 
advising that as long as 
a child, everyone in the 

Delaying Childhood Vaccinations 
Could Lead to Deadly Outbreaks

household, and the one 
parent or carer bringing the 
child to the appointment 
are well, and not showing 
signs of coronavirus, 
then it’s safe to attend 
GP practices for planned 
routine vaccinations. All GP 
surgeries have procedures in 
place to separate potentially 
infected and non-infected 
parents and children. They 
will ensure social distancing 
is implemented, so parents 
can be sure that it is safer 
to take their child to the 
surgery for immunisation 
than to wait and to put 
them at risk of childhood 
diseases including measles, 
mumps, whooping cough, 
meningitis and polio. 
Durham County Council 
public health consultant 
Chris Allen added: “Routine 
immunisation continues 
to be the very best way of 
protecting children against 
serious diseases. “Even 
during these unprecedented 
times, where the country is 
dealing with Covid-19, we 
still need parents and carers 
to ensure their children 
are immunised “Having 
your child vaccinated helps 
guard them against a host of 
serious diseases and ensures 
they get the best protection 
possible.”

For all your print requirements
Newton Press 300212
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Bonny and Clyde Cunningham

Golden Wedding AnniversaryCongratulations Mam and Dad on your Golden Wedding
Anniversary on 1st January 2011. With all our love forever,
Sons, Daughters, Grandchildren and Great Grandchildren

Alice Springs

Happy 21st Birthday
10-10-10

to our beautiful Daughter on 

your 21st birthday. Lots of 

love from Mam & Dad xxx

Let them know you are thinking about them
with a PhotoAd in the Newton News
Photoads and all other personal advertising can be placed at:
our office at: NEWTON PRESS
Blue Bridge Centre, Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6DS

Adverts can also be placed online at www.newtonnewsads.co.uk
or via email directly to paul@newtonnews.co.uk

SMALL PHOTOAD £25.00 (Photo and up to 20 words)

LARGE PHOTOAD £40.00 (Photo and up to 30 words)
Extras words are charged at 30p per word. Photographs can be collected from Newton Press offices
after publication and are held on file for six months. Please ensure all copy is written clearly.

Remember, we onlycharge 30p per word for Personal Lineage advertisements and 40p per 
word for Business Ads(boxes are extra)

PhotoAds are suitable for
any announcement and are

preserved forever on our website
www.newtonnews.co.uk

We are currently working on an
archive site which will bring you

ALL the past issues of the Newton
News as far back as 1948!

Birthday 
Remembrance

Obituary

Peter Woodhead

20th May
On this special day
Words seem so little
I miss you dad
I miss my best friend
I miss my rock
You will always live in my 
heart
And forever in my soul.
All my love Gary xxxx

Peter Woodhead

20th May
As you’re now watching 
over me,
I hope that you can see
How much those 
memories we made
Will always mean to me.
Happy birthday Dad
All our love Mandy
& John xxxxx

Barry Hodgson

21st February 1965
Newton Aycliffe

Barry, who passed away 
peacefully on the 8th May 
in Darlington Memorial 
Hospital, aged 55.
He was a loving Husband 
to Sharon; Father to 
Anthony and Christopher; 
Father-in-Law to Natalie; 
Grandad to Declan, 
Emmie and Freddie and 
also the younger Brother 
of Joe, Chris, Geoff, Ann, 
Alan and Angie.
He will be sadly missed by 
all his family and friends.
Due to current 
circumstances the Funeral 
will take place at Wear 
Valley Crematorium 
on Friday 22nd May at 
11.30am. Friends can 
meet at the crematorium 
although social distancing 
will be adhered to with the 
Service being broadcast 
around the outer building’s 
and car park through the 
speaker system.

●	 Searches for ‘how can 
I help my neighbour?’ and 
‘community volunteering’ 
see huge uplifts
●	 Norwich residents 
named friendliest 
neighbours in the UK
With the country spending 
more time at home, 
many are lacking daily 
interactions with family 
and friends. And now more 
than ever UK residents 
are turning to their local 
community to offer help or 
seek vital support despite 
previous reservations 
about befriending their 
neighbours.
Research by pension 
advice specialist, Portafina, 
suggests that before the 
government implemented 
a nationwide lockdown, 
many of us avoided our 
neighbours, with one in 
five (22%)¹ getting less than 
an hour of ‘facetime’ with 
their neighbours each year.
Many Brits (40%) admit 
to previously only striking 
up conversation with a 
neighbour because they 
had taken in a parcel. But 
during lockdown, we’re 
now keen to make sure the 
elderly and vulnerable are 
ok, despite not wanting 
to invade our neighbour’s 
privacy topping the reasons 
we would usually put off 
speaking to our neighbours 
(22%).
Despite only a quarter (25%) 
of Brits making the effort 
to strike up a conversation 
with their neighbours once 
or twice a week, community 
spirit rated highly at 6.7/10 
amongst the nation. This 
rises to 7.2/10 for people 
living in smaller villages, 
with one in five people in 
these areas (20%) seeing 
their neighbours as friends.
While pre-lockdown 
neighbourly bonds may 
have been fading, with one 
in six (15%) worrying they 
had nothing in common, 
concern for the welfare 
for others is contributing 
towards more interaction 
with our neighbours than 
ever before. In recent 
months there has been a 
huge increase in online 
searches for ‘how can I 
help my neighbour?’ with 
an uplift of 50%², whilst 

‘community volunteering’ 
has increased by nearly 
200% since last year.
Echoing these findings, 
Frances, 27, from Leeds, 
explains how she and her 
fiancé built a relationship 
with their neighbour during 
lockdown: “I bought my 
first house three years ago 
with my fiancé and apart 
from a brief hello on the 
driveway we haven’t really 
built up a relationship 
with our neighbours. But 
once the lockdown came 
into place, we noticed our 
elderly neighbours’ car had 
not moved off the driveway 
for around a week and we 
hadn’t seen them pottering 
in the garden.
“So we contacted our 
milkman and increased 
our weekly delivery and 
left milk and eggs on our 
neighbours doorstep along 
with a note with my mobile 
number and an offer to do 
any further shopping trips 
they needed. My neighbour 
called my phone straight 
away to say thank you 
for the offer and we had a 
good chat about how they 
are getting on during this 
time. We’ve been catching 
up every week or so since 
and especially during the 
weekly Clap for Carers 
where we often chat out of 
the window to one another.” 
Interestingly, the amount of 
time we are willing to spend 
speaking to neighbours 
varies from city to city. 
Across the whole of the 
UK, the five locations with 
the friendliest neighbours 
(based on time spent 
chatting with next door on 
average, per month) are:
1.	 Norwich (50 minutes)
2.	 Glasgow (43 minutes)
3.	 Dublin (40 minutes)
4.	 Nottingham (40 minutes)
5.	 Newcastle (37 minutes)
For those interested in 
building a relationship 
with neighbours during 
lockdown, there are 
opportunities to do so. 
Jamie Smith-Thompson, 
managing director of 
Portafina, says: “While 
visiting neighbours for a 
proper introduction isn’t 
currently an option, there 
are ways you can still 
make yourself known. 

EVERYBODY NEEDS 
GOOD NEIGHBOURS

Research reveals how lockdown is bringing local communities closer together

If you have elderly or 
vulnerable neighbours, 
consider posting your 
contact details through the 
door so they know you’re 
contactable if they need any 
support. There are various 
downloadable templates 
that can be used. And with 
limited access to family and 
caregivers, this is a gesture 
that could go a long way 
with those who need the 
help.
“If you’re new to an area, 
going out a few minutes 
early to the weekly 
Thursday 8pm NHS clap 
will help you to meet 

some of your neighbours 
while adhering to social 
distancing. You’ll instantly 
have something in common 
and the conversation will 
flow easily.
“During these 
unprecedented times, we 
have seen big disruption 
to our everyday lives 
and routines. It is really 
encouraging to see how 
well the British public can 
come together in times of 
crisis.

Police have drawn 
up Certificates of 
Achievement for school 
pupils across County 
Durham and Darlington 
to thank them for playing 
their part in keeping 
people safe during 
lockdown.
Most children have been 
at home for nearly seven 
weeks as part of measures 
put in place to reduce 
the spread of COVID-19 

and protect the most 
vulnerable people in our 
society.
To acknowledge their 
co-operation, Chief 
Constable Jo Farrell 
felt it was important to 
recognise not only their 
efforts, but equally the 
role the children of key 
workers have played in 
continuing to go into the 
classroom.
All children in 

Police Issue Certificates 
of Achievement to 

School Pupils
primary and secondary 
schoolchildren are eligible 
for one of our specially-
created colour certificates, 
which will be distributed 
by officers out on patrol or 
can be downloaded from 
our social media sites by 
parents or carers to present 
to their children.
A black and while version 
has also been created for 
youngsters who enjoy 
colouring and want to put 
their own creative stamp 
on it.
Chief Constable Farrell 
said: “A lot has changed 
for our children in the 
last few weeks and it can’t 
have been easy for them. 
I think it is important we 
recognise their hard work 
and co-operation.
“I understand many of 
them are bored, missing 
their friends and hobbies 
and desperate to swap 
home schooling for life 
back in the classroom, but 
despite this they continue 
to do us all proud. 
“Many of our children 
will not truly comprehend 
what is going on right now 
but I want them to know 
how much we appreciate 
what they are doing and 
the important role they 
are playing in helping to 
tackle the pandemic.
“As many of our officers 
and staff are parents, it 
very much at the forefront 
of our minds that key 
worker children have still 
been attending school.
“They might think it is 
unfair, but I hope they 
realise the importance 
of the work their parents 
are doing as these people 
really are at the forefront 
of this battle.
“Unfortunately given the 
circumstances we can’t 
present them in person, 
but we hope parents, 
carers and teachers will 
ensure all children receive 
one.
“We are all doing our bit 
to keep everyone safe - 
please make sure your 
children know how much 
of a fantastic job they are 
doing and for that we say 
thank you.”

Dear Sir,
It was frustrating to see the Labour politicians finding 
nuances in the funding to Durham Council as a means to 
try to politicise the allocations at a time when we should be 
focusing on the prize of defeating the virus. 
They have been active in the press and social media claiming 
Durham has been disadvantaged compared to Surrey et al in 
the 2nd tranche of the £1.6 billion paid to local authorities. 
To share the facts with you, on a per head basis Durham 
received over 25% more than Surrey. There were two 
tranches of £1.6b shared between the local authorities and 
they are complaining because we got less in the 2nd tranche 
than the first. As a combined position over the 2 payments 
Durham received over £33 million but yes they did worse 
than Surrey in the second payment. This was due to the 
second payment including a catch up for the District Councils 
and Fire Authorities, as an example Durham and Darlington 
Fire Authority received almost 4 times as much in the second 
payment as it did in the first. 
There are always going to be movements in the timing of 
payments and making selective comparisons for attempted 
political gain at this time is intensely disappointing and shows 
that even before we are through the crisis they are intent 
on politicising at any opportunity. This old Labour story is 
tiresome.
Paul Howell MP, MP for Sedgefield

Selective Comparisons
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BECOME A STEM  
HERO OF TOMORROW, 
APPLY TO UTC TODAY
Find out more at our  
Virtual Open Evening
Tuesday 19 May at 6pm

Book a place at  
utcsouthdurham.org
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WALKERS
BUTCHERS and BAKERS
Simpasturegate • Newton Aycliffe • 312022

Aycliffe’s Longest Established Butcher & Baker

Your Local Family 
Butcher and Baker

FOR ALL YOUR MEAT REQUIREMENTS.
FULLY OPERATIONAL ON-SITE BAKERY.

Catering for Weddings, Funerals, Christenings, 
Private and Public Functions

(including Pie and Peas suppers)
Supplying restaurants, snack and sandwich bars.

Call for more details and quotes
www.walkersbutchers.co.uk

• First phase of programme 
will see 100,000 people sent 
self-testing kits to determine 
if they are infected
• Second phase of 
programme will see 
antibody tests validated for 
accuracy and usability 
• The most effective 
antibody test to then be 
sent to 100,000 people to 
help understand levels of 
immunity 
A major new programme of 
home testing for coronavirus 
will track the progress of the 
infection across England, 
the Government announced 
recently. 
The programme, 
commissioned by the 
Department of Health and 
Social Care, is being led 
by a world-class team of 
scientists, clinicians and 
researchers at Imperial 
College London alongside 
colleagues at Imperial 
College Healthcare NHS 
Trust, and Ipsos MORI. 
It will help improve 
understanding of how 
many people are currently 
infected with the virus, and 
potentially how many have 
been infected and recovered 
since the outbreak began. 
It will also help identify 
individuals who may have 
some immunity to the virus. 
Health Minister Lord Bethell 
said: “Understanding more 
about the current spread 
of coronavirus and the 
prevalence of antibodies is 
a vital part of our ongoing 
response to this pandemic.”
“This ambitious new testing 
programme will help us 
track the rate of the infection 
now. And, crucially, it will 
help identify an antibody 
test that is accurate and 
easy to use, and which can 
give us an indication of how 
many people have already 
had the infection. This 
information will inform 
the future action we take 
to manage the spread of 
the virus, including the 
development of new tests 
and treatments.”
Self-sampling is widely 
used in health care, for 
example in the management 
of diabetes and the diagnosis 
of HIV. The accuracy of 
Covid-19 antibody tests is 
still improving and their 
usability by members of the 
public is untested. 
In the first part of the 
REal-time Assessment of 
Community Transmission 
(REACT-1) programme, 
which begins now, 100,000 
randomly selected people 
from 315 local authorities 
across England will be 
invited to provide nose and 
throat swabs, which will be 
tested for antigens indicating 
the presence of the virus. 
This kind of test looks for 
evidence that someone is 
currently infected with the 
coronavirus.
In the second part of the 
programme (REACT-2), 
a number of different 
antibody tests will be 
assessed for their accuracy 
and ease of use at home. 
The antibody tests will first 
be carried out on volunteers 
from Imperial Healthcare 
NHS Trust who are known 
to have had the virus to 

Coronavirus Home 
Testing Programme

establish their accuracy. 
Three hundred public 
volunteers will also be 
given a sample test to self-
administer, which requires 
them to place a finger prick 
of blood in a cassette, add a 
dye and read off the result, to 
assess its acceptability and 
whether they understand 
the guidance on how it is to 
be used. 
If the sample tests prove 
easy to use, they will then 
be distributed to a larger 
cohort of up to 10,000 
people. The aim is solely 
to ensure that people can 
properly self-administer the 
test, rather than to provide 
an accurate assessment of 
antibody levels.
The next stage will involve 
up to 5,000 key workers, 
who will both self-test and 
have the test administered 
by a health professional. 
These results will also be 
compared with the results 
of blood samples from 
participants tested in the 
laboratory. This stage will 
provide more information 
about the accuracy of the 
tests.
If antibody self-testing 
is found to work with a 
high degree of accuracy, 
acceptability and usability, 
it will be rolled out to 
100,000 people later 
this year, to provide an 
indication of the prevalence 
of Covid-19 based on the 
presence of coronavirus 
antibodies.  
Professor Tim Orchard, 
Chief Executive at Imperial 
College Healthcare NHS 
Trust, said: “We are 
delighted to take part in this 
programme and contribute 
to efforts to improve 
COVID-19 antibody testing 
in the NHS and more widely 
across our communities. 
Community testing will be 
important in ongoing efforts 
to tackle the pandemic, 
potentially easing the 
burden on health workers 
and freeing up resources in 
our health system.”

Charlotte Coulls shows some of the family collection of 
model engines.

During this period of 
lockdown, many events of 
all shapes and sizes have 
been cancelled or postponed. 
However, one such event 
will be taking place online 
this weekend for all to enjoy.
Throughout Saturday 9th 
May, the first ever Twitter 
Steam Rally invites people 
to enjoy a whole day of 
steam traction. Participants 
are invited to share photos, 
videos and live streams to 
emphasise the collaborative 
atmosphere of an event of this 
kind. Through social media, 
people will be able to enjoy 
a traditional steam rally in 
the safety of their own home, 
garden or shed. Participants 
have been invited to bring 
their own drinks and snacks 
where they can sit back and 
enjoy a wonderful hobby 
in these difficult times. 
With this being an online 
event people from all over 
the world can take part and 
enjoy. Mechanical Music 
Radio have signed up as 
a supporter and partner 
for the event and will be 
broadcasting the sounds of 
a rally online on the evening 

of the event, including some 
beer tent singing.
The event is organised by 
Anthony Coulls, Curator 
at Locomotion in Shildon 
whose daughter Charlotte 
Coulls, aged 14 who saw 
the events she was looking 
forward to attending had 
been cancelled and came up 
with the idea of holding a 
virtual steam rally in their 
place.

FULL STEAM AHEAD
North East Charity Event Taken Online

The steam rally will raise 
funds for a selection 
of charities including 
Butterwick Hospice, Young 
at Heart and the NHS 
Foundation. Alongside a 
JustGiving page there are 
also souvenirs to buy to help 
support these worthy causes.
Search on Facebook 
or Twitter for 
#TwitterSteamRally to take 
part.

Its looks like were all self Isolation, By John Williamson.
Send your photos to paul@newtonnews.co.uk

READERS’ PHOTOGRAPHS

Residents of Hardwick Court clapping for key workers last 
Thursday. Send your photos to paul@newtonnews.co.uk

Appreciation Shown


