DENGAL IQUNGE

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

___DINE IN |
THALI NIGHT

TUESDAY NIGHTS ONLY
ONLY £11.95

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

Friday 1st May 2020
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funeral service

) JOR

Private Chapels of Rest

Surtees House
Hilton Road
Newton Aycliffe DL5 6EN

The truly indep family

T: 01325318600 (24 hour)

pany caring for your needs

1 Upper Beveridge Walkway
Town Centre DL5 4EE
(next to StevenRussell)

e,la Ch’ Tel: 01325 316516

indian restaurant

Monday Thali Night x 2%
Dine in for £10.95 Lot
Sunday & Thursday o0
Banquet Special £9.95 wipadhser

Delivery Available www.elachirestaurant.co.uk
Free delivery in Aycliffe on orders over £10
Delivery outside Aycliffe small charge.

10% Discount available on collected orders

Scooters from £295
Adjustable Beds from £595

£ i
* Wheelchairs, Bath Lifts and Stair Lifts

* No Obligation, FREE Home Demonstration
« Servicing and Repairs (at your home)

Lift Recline Chairs from £495
M.V. MOBILITY .

MOBILE SHOWROOM

Part exchange welcome, written details on request

Call Michael on 01325 931032 o
or 0191 484 6172

Established 2003
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SPECIAL OFFER:
Five Windows
+ One Door
£2880 inc. VAT

BESPOKE

WIS CRARL IR TOR LT

UPVC Windows and Doors
Conservatories

Composite Doors
Bi-Folding Doors

Telephone 01325 468222

HI--‘\

e

www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

+ Fault Finding / Repairs

+ Extra Lights and Sockets
+ New Fuse Boards / Alarms
+ Rewires

+Landlord Inspections

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011
g

1B WINDOW GUY
LOW PRICES ON NEW

Doors - Windows * Conservatories '“““\\
Porches * Guttering * Facias ‘ SALE

| E

For a sensible, no obligation quotation

07816 675935 anytime or 304286 after Gpim

+ Qualified Electrician

+ Reliable Service

+ Tidy Work

+Free Quote

+ Satisfaction Guaranteed

Soffits « Brickwork « Door Canopies

We also complete all aspects of
repair work on: - Misted Units
Broken Locks * Leaks

ELECTRICIAN ===

V.E. Day 75th
Anniversary Celebrated

A national celebration of
the 75th Anniversary of
VE Day was to take place
on Friday 8th May this
year. The normal Monday
May Bank Holiday was
moved to the Friday to
accommodate this special
event.

However, due to the current
pandemic the national event
has been cancelled.

Aycliffe . Town  Centre
Management and Aycliffe
Radio had organised a day
of 1940s music and displays
from our local armed
services including the 124
Recovery Company, the 201
Field Hospital Unit, the 102
Battalion (Territorial Army)
and the town’s 1407 Air
Cadets.

Although we are hoping to
reschedule the celebration
to Saturday 15th August
(VJ Day), Newton News
and Aycliffe Radio are to
commemorate VE Day in
their own way.

Next week’s edition of the
Newton News will look
back at Newton Aycliffe in
the 1940s, focussing mainly
only the Royal Ordnance
Factory and the Aycliffe
Angels, who were working
in Aycliffe during the war
time period.

We will pay homage to the

Angels and inform readers
of what it was they did
during their time at the
Royal Ordnance Factory.
The 8th May special
edition is sponsored by
Freshwater, the Town
Centre landlords who are
keen to get involved in the
local community. Copies
will be available to pick
up at retail outlets around
Newton Aycliffe.

ABOUT VE DAY

* Victory in Europe Day,
generally known as VE
Day, marks 8th May 1945,
the day on which World War
1l in Europe ended.

* In the United Kingdom on
8th May 1945, more than one
million people celebrated
in the streets to mark the
end of the European part
of the war. In London,
crowds massed in Trafalgar
Square and up The Mall to
Buckingham Palace, where
King George VI and Queen
Elizabeth, accompanied by
Prime Minister, Winston
Churchill, appeared on the
balcony of the palace before
the cheering crowds.

* VE Day is celebrated
and remembered by people
around Britain each year.
The  70th  anniversary
of VE Day, in 2015, was

All makes, cars, 4x4s and
vans serviced and repaired

Services

Car C airs

il —

£30 MOT

O 01325 307 260

Leaside North, Newton Aycliffe, DLS 6DU
www.kpgarageservices.co.uk

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

and ot at qoun lotoune!

VE DAY

F3™ ANNIVERSARY

marked with a series of
events across the UK.
There were three days of
commemorations including
parades, street parties, a
service of thanksgiving and
a concertin central London.

Aycliffe Radio
Donate to
Care Homes

Aycliffe Radio will be
commencing a new day
time show aimed at the
over 70s which is entitled
“Memory Lane”. This show
will take listeners back to
the 1940s and 1950s playing
music, past radio ads and
information clips.

The new show will start on
Friday 8th May at 1.00pm
with a three hour special
and will continue weekdays
from 1.00pm to 2.00pm.
The presenter for this show,
Gary Avery, will announce
birthday and anniversary
dedications on a Monday for
those celebrating that week -
please send your dedications
and requests to info@
ayclifferadio.co.uk.

As Aycliffe Radio are an
internet based radio station,
they have donated an
Amazon Echo Show to each
of the Care Homes residents
lounges in Newton Aycliffe,
this will enable the residents
to tune in and listen to this
new show and to be used
for other entertainment
purposes.

AYCLIFFE AUTOS

© Telephone: 01325 789589 7 2

OPENING TIMES: 8.30am-5.30pm Monday-Friday
8.30am-1.00pm Saturday

SPECIALISTS IN NEW TYRES
Servicing, MoT’s, Exhausts, Batteries, Brakes, Clutches,
Suspensions, Welding, Timing Belts and Diagnostics

ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN

No Job Too Big or Small, Give our Friendly Team a Call
Unit E460F Woodham Road, Aycliffe Business Park
Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 6HT
01325789589 - Email: ayc-auto@hotmail.com

Gordon Fletcher & Sons

Independent Family Funeral Directors

A caring personal service, from a local family business,
Here to help you through those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST

Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

Cobblers Hall Village Centre

Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

Tel: (01325) 319519 € mummmn

Bedroom
EEimagenm

Sliding Wardrobes

Manufactured in our Newton Aycliffe Factory

-

www.bedrooomimage.co.uk
Visit our new studio at:
24 Cockerton Green, Darlington DL3 9EU

Telephone (01325) 464100
or
Middlesbrough and Washington

Telephone 0191 417 9174

ELECTRIC and MANUAL
RECLINER SUITES

OVER20IN STOCK

FOR

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF * 01388 726718 | 30.31§d§dga.lt;8,
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GREENFIELD GALLERY
IS ENGAGING

The Greenfield Gallery,
as part of the overall offer
from Greenfield Arts, may
be a ‘hidden gem’ to some,
but its popularity and reach
to the wider community
and across the area is
remarkable.

The gallery is a professional
space that offers exhibition

and engagement
opportunities for everyone
including students,
professional artists and

local artists from the wider
community. The appeal
is such that exhibitions
are already programmed
for 2021 and the team at
Greenfield Arts are busy
organising 2022.

Over the last 20 years The
Greenfield Gallery has
hosted 240 exhibitions and
seen over 100,000 people
visit the space. We have
worked with over 530

artists in the gallery and are
delighted to be celebrating
this as part of our 20th
birthday this year.

Over the last year the
creative exhibitions have
been wide-ranging and have
recorded a footfall of over
4000 visitors. Feedback
has been exceptionally
positive, with comments
praising the space, the
curation and the careful
programming of events. We
were particularly pleased
to be selected as one of the
gallery spaces to curate and
host an exhibition as part
of a county wide centenary
programme of work by
artist Norman Cornish. The
exhibition ‘Cornish: Man of
Destiny’ allowed Greenfield
Arts to develop a further
range of creative activities
and arts  opportunities
across the community,

-

which saw over 700 people
attend workshops, study the
work of the artist and even
create their own response
with an exhibition of their
own.

The Open Art exhibition
this year broke all records
with an entry of over fifty
artists and over 150 pieces.
The standard and range is a
testament to the creativity
of the local and wider
community and although
the exhibition ran for a
shorter time this year it has
been inspirational to others.
Award winning cultural
leader, Katy Milne, Creative
Director of Greenfield Arts,
has been delighted with the
response to the gallery over
the years. “We have worked
with so many inspirational
artists who have used the
space in very different
ways to explore and express
a variety of ideas and
concepts in our gallery and
through our programmes.
It has been very rewarding
to be able to maximise
upon these opportunities
to inspire the curiosity and
creativity in others and see
creative responses develop
in a new way as a result.”
Although the gallery is
closed at present we are
looking forward to a time
when the gallery can open
its doors once again to the
community and celebrate
its birthday year. If you
would like to know more
about  Greenfield Arts
check out the website www.
greenfield-arts.co.uk
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Hydroptherapy Pool Refurbishment
HELP US TO RAISE

£410,000

TO IMPROVE PEOPLE'S LIVES

- Families in your lacal community
rely '

We need your help to completely redevelop our 20
year old Hydrotherapy Pool, which is in desperate
need of refurbishment or the Pool will have to close.

The poal Is available to everyone without the need for a

GP referral, with yvour support we can kaop providing
this vitally important therapeutic service

Your donation will help us to:

Double the siz

¢ of the original pogl

Provide improved lifting and hoist equipment
Fravide larger and better equipped changlng rooms

palrc mat}gggmnt.

People like Mandy,
plctured here, use the
Hydrotherapy Pool

to relieve pain and

to regain their
independenca,

+ terr raar

Hepaith, wel

Visit www.diveinPCP.co.uk to find out how you can help P P%

luakag
aed laarning o ail,

UTC Students Help to
Make 3200 PPE Visors
for Key Workers

Tom Shepherd in the process of making the visors at UTC

UTC South Durham
students have been using
their engineering skills to
help make PPE visors for
key workers. The students
have  been  supporting
UTC’s Visors for Victory
initiative which was created
at the beginning of April in
response to the lack of PPE
available to key workers.
UTC South Durham staff
designed the visors and have
been producing them using
laser cutters in the school’s
engineering hall.  Since
Thursday 2nd April, UTC
have donated free-of-charge
over 3200 visors to over
100 organisations across
the North East, including
hospitals, care homes, GP
surgeries, and food banks.
Five students have been
involved in the initiative
so far: Matthew Cowling,
Sam Hall, Connor Lowrie,
Thomas Shepherd, Connor
Tilley and Max Turner.
The students, who all study
engineering and/or product
design at UTC, have been
putting their technical skills
to good use by helping to
manufacture the visors
alongside fellow students
and staff members.

Tom Shepherd, who is a Year
13 student planning to study
Product Design at university,
said: “I have spent the past
4 years learning practical
engineering skills at UTC
and when I saw the school
begin production of visors
to help fight the pandemic
I realised I could help out.
The design and manufacture
skills I had enjoyed learning
and developing meant that
I was already familiar with
the tools and machines used
to produce the visors, so it
made sense that I should try
to help in providing much
needed PPE for the NHS
locally. I firmly believe that
since I have these skills this
is the perfect opportunity to
use them and give something
back.”

Sixth Form student Connor
Lowrie has also been
making visors at home using
his 3D printer. To date,
Connor has produced 350
visors which he has donated
to key workers, including

Connor Lowrie with one of
the visors he had 3D printed
at home Tom Shepherd in
the process of making the
visors at UTC.

district nursing teams and
care homes.

Some of the students’
parents have also been
involved in the initiative,
including Max’s mum,
Claire Kirk. Max and Claire
have been working together
to produce the visors
alongside members of staff,
and were motivated to help
by their gratitude to the
NHS.

Claire said: “When Max
heard that UTC were
making the visors he

immediately asked if we
could help. We both have a
lot to thank the NHS for over
recent years. They looked
after my mother who was
very sick for a number of
years, as well as caring for
both of Max’s grandfathers
during treatment for cancer.
It seemed a great way to say
thank you to those who care
for us.”

Based in Newton Aycliffe,
UTC South Durham is a
STEM focused school for
14-19 year olds, specialising
in engineering and advanced
manufacturing. UTC is one
of 20 schools within the
UTC (University Technical
Colleges) network which
are supporting the NHS by
making masks and other
protective equipment using
3D printers.

Council Encourages
Businesses to Apply
for Support

7,500 Business Receive £83m in Grants

Businesses in  County
Durham are being
encouraged to seek financial
support after nearly 7,500
grants were paid out totalling
almost £83m.

Durham County Council is
inviting local companies to
apply for Business Support
Grants to ease the financial
burden they may be facing
during the coronavirus
pandemic, where they meet
the government’s eligibility
criteria.

The council is determined
to be as flexible it can be
within the restrictions of
the eligibility criteria, to
ensure that as much of the
government grant provided
as possible is allocated
to businesses in County
Durham.

The council has to date paid
out 7,466 grants totalling
some £82.700m — 85.57 per
cent of the overall sum that
was originally estimated
would be paid out. It is
working hard to increase the
numbers of businesses that
will be supported above the
original estimate of 8,700.
These figures are the highest
of any local authority in the
North East in terms of the
percentage of grants paid,
and eight highest nationally.
In terms of the number
and value of grants paid to
date, the council is third
nationally.

The council and its
economic development arm
Business Durham have been
approaching companies
which were not originally
identified as eligible for the
grants to encourage them
to apply, where they can
demonstrate they meet the

government’s eligibility
criteria.
Cllr Carl Marshall, the

council’s Cabinet member
for economic regeneration,
said: “We are really pleased
to have paid out more than

£80m in grants so far to
help more than 7,000 county
businesses through these
unprecedented times. We
are not resting on our laurels
though and are determined
to ensure every business that
is eligible can access this
support.

“The fact we are the top
North East council in terms
of the volume and value
of payments made and
percentage of expected grants
already paid, plus being
ranked so highly nationally,
is testament to our staff who
are doing everything they
can to support our businesses
in this incredibly challenging
climate. We’ve spent a
number of years encouraging
businesses to set up, locate
and develop in County
Durham and ensuring this
money is paid to companies
as quickly as possible builds
on that work.

“We  would encourage
any companies in County
Durham which have not
applied for a grant to find out
whether they are eligible —
there is plenty of information
on our website. We are
determined that no eligible
business is left without this
support.”

The grants of either £10,000
or £25,000 are designed to
help small businesses that
have been affected by the
coronavirus outbreak.
Guidelines around which
businesses are eligible for
the grant have been set by the
government.

One of the key eligibility
criteria is that a business
must have been occupying
a qualifying business
premises that was listed in
the council’s rating list at 11
March.

Businesses can find out
whether they are eligible
and get more information by
visiting http:/www.durham.
gov.uk/ndrgrants

VENJ Day Celebratlon

What
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Jenna Highfield
1940's Singer and Entertainer

1407 Squadron Air Cadets
Drill Display and Recruiting

124 Recovery Company
Vehicles, Recruiting and Display

i3 PNy
102 Battalion REME

Vehicles, Recruiting and Display

Forces displays i gy,

201 Field Hospital
Medical Treatment Facilty Display

FREE HATS
AND

ﬂ;ﬁg‘i last) &
*Vintage Vehicles ,

* Singalong with Jenna

* Bagpipes at 1pm & 3pm
* MP & Mayor Visit

*Ice Cream / Face Painter
*Vintage Vehicles




Prospective
Students Invited to
‘Virtual’ Open Event

A County Durham college

and its engineering
training centre are inviting
prospective learners to join
an open event from the
comfort of their own home.
With colleges, like schools,
being forced to remain
closed during the COVID-19
lockdown, they are finding
innovative ways to both
teach remotely as well as
help applicants for courses
starting in September.

Bishop Auckland College
and South West Durham
Training are  therefore
holding their first ever
‘virtual” open evening next
month, where applicants
can speak to course tutors
and careers advisors via live
chat and over the telephone.
The event will enable
people to log in or dial in
and receive instant advice
on courses offered, student
support and how to apply to
secure a confirmed place for

September.

Staff will be available
from the following
curriculum  areas:  art
and design; barbering;
beauty therapy; brickwork;
business; carpentry
and  joinery;  catering;
childcare; criminology;
engineering; foundation
learning; hairdressing;
health and social care;

IT and computing; motor
vehicle; music; painting and
decorating; performing arts;

photography; plumbing;
sport and uniformed
services.

There will also be tutors
available to advise on

apprenticeships and higher
education courses.

Natalie Davison-Terranova,
Principal and Chief
Executive of the Bishop
Auckland College Group,
said: “It has been hard for
both staff and students to
adapt to working from home
since the lockdown was
introduced last month, but I
am incredibly proud of how
they have found innovative
ways to enjoy remote
teaching and learning.”
“And while our doors at our
campuses and centres may
be closed at the moment,
our staff are working hard
remotely to continue to
support both our current
learners and those looking
to join us in September.”
“This ‘virtual’ open evening
is another way we can give
applicants  direct access
to our tutors and careers
advisors to help them
choose the right course and
confirm their place for next
year.”

The Virtual Open Evening
is being held on Thursday
7th May from 5pm to 7pm
and people can register to
take part via the Bishop
Auckland College website
at bacoll.ac.uk/Events/
virtualmay

Council Thanks Residents
for Kind-Hearted Messages

“l am more grateful than I
can say and thank them from
the bottom of my heart for
everything they did and all
with such gentleness and
professionalism.”

“We really are very grateful
to you and cannot stress how
much of a difference it has
made to us this week just
knowing we’re not alone in
these worrying times.”
These are just two of the
hundreds of messages of
gratitude and appreciation
for Durham County
Council workers during the
coronavirus pandemic.

And now the local authority
has moved to thank those
who have gone to the effort
of sending in such kind-
hearted messages despite
the challenges posed by the
virus.

The council has been
striving to ensure the
essential services it

provides for residents are
impacted as little as possible
by COVID-19, such as
collecting bins and caring
for vulnerable children and
adults.

It was the efforts of the
authority’s emergency duty
team (EDT) that yielded the
first message above. The
team received a call from
Jenny Payne, whose County
Durham based mother had
been admitted to hospital
following a suspected stroke.
Jenny’s mother is the main
carer for her 92 year old
husband who is blind, and
because of restrictions in
place due to coronavirus,
the couple’s daughter was
unable to travel from her
home in Cumbria to help.
Jenny called the EDT which
after contacting several
providers was able to put a
care package in place for her
father within 24 hours, and
arrange meal provision.
Jenny said: “I will never be
able to thank them enough
because they supported me
whilst I was in a panic and so
upset. They were so calm and
they were just completely

practical and helpful.”

The “knowing we’re not
alone in these worrying
times” message came as
a result of the council’s
County Durham Together
Community Hub.

Via the hub, the council was
able to both arrange for one
resident to have someone
call at her home to see if
there was anything she
needed, and provide advice
on supermarket delivery
options specifically for the
elderly and vulnerable.

The thank you message
received read: “We cannot
tell you how much more
supported and reassured
we feel. It just makes all
the difference to know that
there is support out there if
required.”

Two more messages came
into staff from the council’s
pest control team. One
came from a resident who
missed an officer’s call
to her home after her car
suffered a puncture, only for
him to come back after she
contacted the authority.

In her message of thanks,
she said: “All sorted thank
you. He was in the area and
came back and what amazing
service I have had today on
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the text, the phone and from
the officer...outstanding
please pass that on to all
involved.”

The second came following a
visit by a pest control officer
to the home of a couple who
were self-isolating.

Relaying what the resident
reported in her phone call
of thanks, the officer’s
manager said: “She told
me you reassured her she
can enjoy her garden, even
though she cannot see her
grandchildren.”

“She was getting emotional
and she nearly had me in
tears, her last words to me
were she loves us and the job
we do.”

Cllr Andrea Patterson, the
council’s Cabinet member
for corporate services and
rural issues, said: “On behalf
of all our staff, I’d like to say
a heartfelt thank you to all
the residents for their kind
messages of support.

“We truly have an amazing
workforce and that has never
been more apparent than
in the current climate, and
I would like to pass on my
gratitude to all our staff for
everything they are doing to
continue providing services
to residents.

lucid

TRANSPARENT TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS

IT SUPPORT &
NETWORK SECURITY
TELECOMS | SECURITY
DEVELOPMENT

lucidgrp.co.uk

01325 582121 hi@lucidgrp.co.uk

Blue Bridge Centre, Horndale Ave, Newton Aycliffe,DL5 7YR

Rotarians Assist
with Delivery of the

Newton News

Dear Sir

Members of Rotary Newton Aycliffe assisted last weekend in
delivering a special publication of the Newton News.

Working alongside Great Aycliffe & Middridge Partnership
and Paul Howells MP, Newton Press aimed to specifically
target the elderly, infirm, housebound and disabled who
may not have access to the internet. The edition featured
information, contacts, phone numbers etc. to help residents
find the assistance, support or guidance they may need in the

current crisis.

Syd Howarth would be immensely proud that sons Paul, Stuart
and Christopher are continuing to support the community
from Newton Press in these unprecedented times.

Rotary Newton Aycliffe

Greenfield Students

Learn Creatively

Students from Greenfield
Community College have
been responding brilliantly
to self-led learning, taking
up the many resources
available to them and
managing their own
learning from home.
Following the extension of
the current situation due
to Coronavirus, Greenfield
Community College have
continued to support and
develop learning in the
home.  Printed learning
packs of material across the
curriculum are constantly
updated and available for
students, as well as online
and personal support from
expert teaching staff. Staff
are  updating learning
resources regularly through
the school website and
setting work for students to
complete each day.

The success of Hegarty
Maths and GCSEPod is
continuing and there are also
opportunities to visit virtual
classrooms through the new
Oak National Academy and
the BBCs launch of Bitesize
Daily Learning led by 200
teachers, including well-
loved science guru Brian
Cox.

A small number of students
are continuing their study
on site, accessing learning
opportunities directly from
staff. Students recently had
the opportunity to develop
their skills and explore
more about self-led learning
through a virtual SOLE

session (Self-organised
Learning Environment)
with million dollar TED
prize winning Professor
Sugata Mitra, live from
his home in Calcutta India.
The students responded
brilliantly =~ coming  up
with innovative ideas and
presenting their findings
with confidence and
newfound knowledge.
There are a number of
resources and links on
Greenfield Community
College’s Twitter page, @
GreenfieldTweet, where for
example staff have recently
celebrated World Book
Night, English  Subject
Specialist Ms Rose, has
prompted staff to celebrate
the importance of reading
and share what they are
reading with  everyone
through their photos and
videos.

Greenfield Community
College are committed
to continuing extended
learning opportunities
and are supporting the
Greenfield community
through unprecedent

times in as many ways as
possible. Please continue
to visit the school website
greenfieldschool.net  and
other social media platforms
to access materials,
resources and  support
throughout this period and
you can contact the school
via our email contact@
greenfieldschool.net for any
more information.

HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?
We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.

Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£49.00 inc VAT (per will) and Free Home Visit
During the day or evening
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE
PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

=
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tRAL

DIRECTORS
EST. 1891

Members of the Society of Will Writers
F.Inst.PA (Qualified Paralegal)

A family firm, est. 1891

01325 465 647

24 hours, day and night

Our own prepayment plans available

59A Bondgate / Darlington / DL3 7JR




Dogs Trust

Looking to a Post-Covid Future

Dear Sir,
Last Wednesday I was invited
by Durham University’s
Energy Institute (DEI) — in
my role as Durham County
Council Climate Change
Champion — to a virtual
meeting to discuss what
one delegate described as
“our inadvertent climate
experiment”.
Early on in the crisis (19
March), DEI  Professor
Simone Abram had
published an article in
the academic journal The
Conversation suggesting
that Coronavirus had slashed
CO2 emissions and “provided
us with an opportunity to
keep them down” ... and the
meeting was to explore those
opportunities.
HEALING NATURE
There is no doubt that the
pandemic has been good for
Nature, and also that people
are noticing. You can SEE
the reduction in pollution
from space. Songbirds and
hedgehogs are recovering in
numbers; deer are wandering
into deserted town centres
and people are liking
it. They are also liking the
reduction in traffic to 1950s’
levels; some towns have shut
roads to vehicular traffic,
and cycling & walking
groups are urging that they
should do more whilst they
have the opportunity. Less
obvious has been the shift
in demand patterns which
has meant that, for the first
time ever, the UK has had
18 consecutive days with
no coal used in electricity
generation.
By chance, my DEI meeting
coincided with the 50th
anniversary of  Earth
Day - that international
day when people “protest
environmental ignorance and
demand a new way forward
for our planet”.
THE POST-COVID
CLIMATE
And so the meeting discussed
environmental opportunities
for a post-Covid world. Will
it be possible to redirect
money from roads into public
transport? What are the
opportunities for embedding
less climate-damaging diet
and consumption-patterns?
This is not just about climate,
moreover, and the discussion
rapidly broadened into social
and economic issues. How
might we turn investors’
attention to social returns, not
just financial? The pandemic
has highlighted the UK’s
poor record on homelessness,
poverty (particularly fuel
poverty) and housing. In
particular, it has forced us to
reassess whom we regard as
‘valued’ ‘key’ workers, and
the call is that in future we
should recognise monetarily
the contribution of people
who only a few weeks ago
were being labelled by the
government “low-skilled
or temporary”. Can we
improve the pay and working
conditions of NHS workers,
binmen, supermarket
assistants, lorry drivers etc.
... now we have realised that
it they who really make the
world go round?
LINEAR OR
DOUGHNUT?
Professor Simone Abrams
herself hoped that “the door
is gradually opening” to the
realisation that we cannot
continue our current laissez
faire linear capitalism -

which plunders the earth
harmfully at one end, turns
it with maximum damage
into transient consumer trash
with built-in obsolescence,
and then throws it away
into the sea at the other
end. Delegates spoke
favourably of the Amsterdam
‘doughnut’ economic model
— a controlled economy
which seeks first to provide
everyone with their human-
rights Dbasics (food, clean
water, housing, sanitation,
energy, education,
healthcare, gender equality,
an income and a political
voice — the doughnut’s ‘hole’
that no one must fall into),
and then sets a ceiling on
consumption (the sprinkles
on the outside edge) which
is limited by the earth’s
capacities — climate, soils,
oceans, the ozone layer,
freshwater and biodiversity.
IS IT ACHIEVABLE?

I fear I was a good deal more
negative than the meeting
was happy with. My personal
fear is that — far from being
able to build on the benefits
that we have seen — we may
lose many of the climate and
environmental advances that
we have achieved in the past
two years.

Are people emerging from
lockdown going to stomach
suggestions that we should
voluntarily ~ continue its
restrictions to save the
planet? There will be a
strong campaign to holiday
in Britain, but is there not a
danger that people want to
get back in their car, or fly
abroad for a holiday? And I
know that we have suddenly
realised the dietary value of
bread, milk and eggs ... but
is it not more likely that there
will be a binge on meat and
McDonald’s rather than a
venture into veganism? Will
households impoverished
by lockdown go out and buy
expensive/lasting-quality ...
or throw-away/cheap?

The economy has taken a
huge hit. Yes there is less
pollution and less traffic ...
but only because we have
shut down two-thirds of our
economic activity; we cannot
sustain such a reduction.
Already the call is to relax the
restrictions and reinvigorate
the economy - Business
Durham is discussing ‘how’
for County Durham as I write
—and is there not a likelihood
that the call will be for more
consumer spending, more
production, more trade and
traffic ... and (the danger is)
all that at any cost? Will firms
hanging on from bankruptcy
by a thread and needing to
pay back government loans
(nb not grants) ... will they
agree to an increase in the
minimum wage, and calls
to end agency work & zero-
hours? The price of oil fell
below zero last week — does
anybody see any chance of us
reducing our use of this now
all-but-free fossil fuel?

The government has had to
throw money at the problem
to prevent society collapsing.
Chancellor of the Exchequer
Rishi Sunak has already
stated that we will have to
‘pay it back’ —and it would be
a brave person who predicts
anything but a future of
extended austerity. Councils,
meanwhile, have by law to
balance their budgets, and it
will test the resolve of even
the most climate-conscious

councils to maintain low
carbon budgets against the
economic and social needs
generated by the pandemic
and the lockdown.

THE LESSON OF
HISTORY

So I am NOT confident that
the undoubted environmental
lessons of the pandemic will
lead to an awakened world
of increased climate action;
indeed, 1 fear that we will
have all on not to yield to
voices which would have
us roll back our climate
commitments and societal
aspirations.

Seventy-five years ago next
week, VE Day brought the
Second World War in Europe
to an end. To maintain
the public’s war effort, the
government had undertaken
a massive consultation on
the sort of Britain people
wanted to see after the war.
Their message was “bread
for everybody before cake for
anybody”, and that directive
resulted in the Beveridge
Report, the Welfare State,
free secondary education, a
council housing boom, and
the NHS. It also resulted
in the creation of Newton
Aycliffe as the flagship of
Beveridge’s vision; we are
that legacy.

But that achievement came
out of six years of war
and a clear government
commitment, not out of
six weeks of lockdown and
some vague aspirations for a
greener, fairer world.

One thing that life has
taught me is that the rich and
powerful are always ready
and planned on how they can
gain from disaster. If we are
to come out of this disaster
not having LOST ground on
where we were, we need to
make very clear the voice of
the ‘angry young people’ in
Joni Mitchell’s song Banquet:
“Tell them we’re very hungry
now for a sweeter fare.”

Clir John D Clare

DCC Climate

Change Champion
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Another week of lockdown
that has been very well
respected by the vast majority
of people and everyone needs
to be congratulated. Thank
you.

Hopefully many of you will
have been able to see the
informative edition produced
last week and I thank the
team at Newton News for
producing it and also those
volunteers that assisted in the
distribution.

I have regular discussions
with leaders of the Local
Authorities, NHS and Police
and I am pleased to say
that whilst there have been
pressures on PPE all our
local supplies are robust and
the occupancy rate of our
intensive care beds is at less
than half capacity so if you
need non Covid 19 medical

help the NHS remains
available for you.

My week has seen the
introduction  of  virtual

working in Parliament, last
Thursday (23/4) we had a
BEIS (Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy) select
committee meeting where
we had the Secretary of
State in front of us to answer
questions and this week
we are primarily talking to
Businesses. BEIS, like all
select committees is cross
party so the witnesses get
questions  from  various
perspectives. These meetings
will take place most weeks
when the House is sitting
and are normally televised or
accessible on Parliament.tv.

Virtual forums are also in
use for many other more
informal discussions and
I have amongst others had
forums with Rob Jenrick, the
Secretary of State for Local
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Government and Liz Truss,
the Secretary of State for
International Trade. These
respectively discussed Local
Government finance and the
progress and strategy of post
Brexit trade discussions.

I have been able to talk to
a number of local business
leaders to understand their
perspective and particular
pressures and I know one of
their concerns is the clarity
for people around going back
to work. I have provided in
a separate submission a 5
question approach that David
from my team created that
explains the current rules
very well.

I, like many others, am
largely working from home
with occasional forays to
volunteer at places like Play
Cafe. My team and I hold
daily virtual meetings and
continue to work on both
Covid 19 and other issues
that affect you. We receive
very many questions and will
do our absolute best to reply
as quickly as possible should
you contact us. It is good to
see the Prime Minister back
in post and congratulations to
him and Carrie on the birth of
their son.

1 along with everyone else
look forward to the lifting
of some restrictions. It is
of course critical that this
happens in a controlled
and considered way and
will undoubtedly require
continued patience.

For now though please Stay
at Home, Protect our NHS
and Save Lives.

Paul Howell MP

Member of Parliament

for Sedgefield
Paul.Howell MP@
Parliament.uk

READERS’ PHOTOGRAPHS

This is a photo of Hill House Farm house at the new Forrest Park Industrial Estate,
before it is demolished. Send your photos to paul@newtonnews.co.uk

Advice to Prevent
Separation Anxiety

Dogs Trust is issuing advice
to dog owners following
concerns over a ticking time
bomb of separation anxiety
among dogs post lockdown
when families return to
their normal routine.

If your dog is used to being
left alone, then try to make
sure you continue to leave
them for periods during the
day, so they don’t ‘lose’ the
ability to cope.

For puppies and dogs that
are anxious when left, use
the following tips to help
them cope alone:

* Make sure your dog has
a comfy bed or den, where
they can relax in peace.

* Give them something
fun to occupy them, such
as a long-lasting treat or
puzzle toy.

* While your dog is
enjoying their treat, take a
couple of steps to the other
side of the room. If your dog
stays where they are, wait a
moment, then go back and
reward them with an extra
treat.

* Increase the distance
you move away and the time
you wait before returning
with the extra treat.

* You should soon be able
to leave the room and close
the door or gate.

* Progress to spending
more time in a different
room. Build this into the
daily routine.

* It’s important that your
dog remains relaxed. If they
show signs of distress, leave

them for a shorter period, or
don’t move as far away, next
time.

Rachel Casey, Director
of Canine Behaviour and
Research at Dogs Trust,
said: “For many of us it has
been great to spend so much
time with our dogs during
lockdown and mostly our
dogs love us being around
too. But all this extra
attention could potentially
create a ticking time bomb
of separation anxiety for our
dogs. If they expect us to be
about all the time, it will be
more difficult for them to
cope once we go back to our
normal lives and aren’t in
the house 24/7.

“Now is the time to act to
avoid future problems — and
it’s easy to do. Just make
sure that you factor in time
apart from your dog each
day to help them be able
to cope when alone — this
could be separated from you
by a door or child gate for
an hour or two whilst you’re
working or home schooling
the kids. By organizing
your dog’s day, with time
apart, play times, exercise,
other activity sessions (like
giving them a food filled
toy) and quiet times, you
can make sure that your
dog maintains their ability
to cope with the different
aspects of ‘normal’ life
when we get back to it.”

For more ideas on how to
keep your dog occupied
visit www.dogstrust.org.uk

CARTER THOMPSON

Confused about
your pension
choices?

We consider your financial goals and
objectives to help plan for your
financial future.

Whatever stage in life you're at, and
whatever your financial commitments
- and dreams - we're here for all of
life's major milestones

Contact: Jon Bean, Newton Aycliffe based Chartered Financial
Planner 07970865218
jonb@ctwealth.co.uk
www.ctwealth.co.uk
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Durham Deemed the

UK’s Greenest City
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Durham has been hailed as
the UK’s greenest city as
carbon emissions reduced
by half and air quality
continues to improve.

Solar technology
specialists, ~ The  Solar
Centre, researched

Government data to rank
cities based on 10 green
criteria including waste
management, air quality,
carbon emissions and green
spaces.

Durham came out on top in
the study which compared
59 cities including Swansea,
which came second, and
Newcastle Upon Tyne,
which ranked third.
Climate change has been at
the top of Durham County
Council’s agenda and The
Solar Centre findings were
welcomed in recognising
the authority’s 47 per cent
carbon emissions reduction
between 2009 and 2019.
Another significant factor
was the score for air quality,
with Durham holding the
best score compared to
other cities. Availability of
green spaces and parks also
boosted Durham’s overall
ranking.

Cllr John Clare, Durham
County Council’s climate
change champion, said, “We
are pleased to receive this

www.newtonnews.co.uk

recognition for our work
to combat climate change,
which is a testimony to
the amazing work of the
council’s environment and
low carbon teams. Creating
a clean and green county is
at the core of the council’s
Climate Action Plan and we
will continue to build on
these promising figures.
“We declared a Climate
Emergency in February
2019, which committed us
to an 80 per cent reduction
in council emissions by
2030 and to making the
county carbon neutral by
2050.

“We are constantly
implementing ways to
tackle climate change from
innovative angles. This
includes helping businesses

and residents  become
more energy efficient,
and  integrating  clean

technology in our county’s
infrastructure.”

Find out more about what
Durham County Council
is doing to reduce its
carbon footprint and tackle
climate change at http:/
www.durham.gov.uk/
climatechange

See the study findings here:
https://www.thesolarcentre.
co.uk/uk-greenest-cities/
index.html

AYCLIFFE www.ayciffetyras.co.uk © TYRES
| — © BRAKES
TYRE « CXT1AUS Tom EXHAUSTS
TEL: 01325 316826 CENTRE B——

FULLALLOY WHEEL REFURBISHMENTS AND POWDER COATING SPECIALISTS

CALL ™ FOR & FREE TYRE CHECK!

Full Set Whee!
Refurbishments
Fram £180

e DRIDGESTONE = mowggr cecex an
MASSIVE RANGE OF NEW & PART WORN TYRES IN STOCK

WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON PRICE!

PAFNCTURE REPAIRS £12. WALVE REPARS £5

See prices, order and book online at: www.aycliffetyres.co.uk

ARE YOUR WHEELS LOOKING AGED OR
SCUFFED? OR DO THEY LEAK AIR OVER
TIME? OR FANCY A COLOUR CHANGE?
A WHEEL REFURBISHMENT WILL MAKE
THEM LIKE NEW AGAIN! HUGE CHOICE

OF COLOURS & FINISHES AVAILABLE!

Call us on: 01325 316826
Email: aycliffetyres@Iive.co.uk

Fird ws: Unit 2, Brighouse Court, Burires
Foad, Ayck#e Business Park, DLS BHZ

Prowd suppiiers of [NEXEN TIRE
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A Digital
Dawn Chorus

with Durham
Wildlife Trust

Durham Wildlife Trust is
asking people to record
birdsong and submit it
electronically to be added to
a ‘digital dawn chorus’.

The nature conservation
charity ordinarily delivers

weekly wildlife-themed
events, however the
current  restrictions  on

movements has resulted in
the cancellation of all those
planned until late May.

The charity has moved
many of its resources online
to keep people in touch
with wildlife during these
unusual times, including
running a number of
online training events and
launching a new initiative
called Wild@Home,
designed to offer people
of all ages activities to
complete at or near home
with a different theme each
week.

With many commenting
on social media that they
are noticing more about
the wildlife close to their
homes, the Trust felt it was
the ideal opportunity to ask
people to participate in a
digital project.

Head of Conservation Mark
Dinning said: “One of our
favourite annual activities
is the Dawn Chorus event
which was due to take place
at Low Barns nature reserve
on 3 May. We had planned
to take a small group out
into the site in the early
morning to listen to the bird
songs and note down the
different species.

“Instead, we are now
planning to bring that event
into everyone’s living rooms
with a digital recording
of birds from across the
North East. But we need the
help of our followers and
supporters to do that.

“We are asking for people
to record short video clips
of single birds singing
from their windows, in
their gardens or on their
daily walks. Clips can be
submitted electronically -
there are details of how to
do so on our website - then
in late May we will share
with everyone our digital
dawn chorus performance
featuring the many and
varied bird species from
across the region.”

Clips should be submitted
no later than 8th May. To
find out more visit: www.
durhamwt.com/dawnchorus

Business Advice

There are so many so
businesses affected in so
many different ways and my
thoughts go to all of them.
The Chancellor has put in
place some extraordinary
support to attempt to help
them through this but the
scale of problem means that
there will always be those
who fall through the gaps.

I, along with so many
other MPs, are doing
our best to make specific
representations for those in
the gaps to try and extend
the support further. My
team and I receive many
emails explaining to us
where these gaps are and we
do everything we can to get
these into the thoughts of the
ministers that matter.

One of the regular questions
is why do none essential
business remain open? I
think it’s worth restating the
instructions around staying
at home. The message is that
you should only leave home
to go for food, to go for
exercise, to care for someone
or to go to work. You should
also only go to work if you
cannot work from home.
This means that you should
go to work so long as it is safe
to do so and your employer
requires you. There is no
constraints around what
products are being produced
nor not being a key worker
that prevent you going to
work. If your employer
is able to create a safe
environment and you are
able to get there safely then it
is acceptable under the rules
to go to work.

The purpose of the furlough
scheme is to help businesses
that cannot continue whether
that is as a result of not being
allowed to, whether their
products/services are not
required or whether they
can’t facilitate safe working.
It is to prevent these
companies needing to close
and make people redundant
and to at least give them
a chance of starting again
when this is over.

So long as they are safe,
keeping businesses trading
is a critical platform for
emerging from the economic
disaster we are seeing. On
another level I am sure that
a lot of employees that are
still able to work appreciate
being able to have a more
normal life than most of us
at the moment.

To help people make sense
of all the guidance here are
five questions to ask yourself
to decide if you should be
going to work. Work your
way through ALL questions,
starting with Q1.

NASSL

NATIONAL ANIMAL SANTUARIES
SUPPORT LEAGUE

BRIC-A-BRAC APPEAL

‘We are appealing for good quality items to use for auctions/raffles, car boot sales
to help boost our funds and support more animals in need, as well as vert costs.

WILD BIRD APPEAL

In order to help the wild bird population over the winter months, we are appealing
for donations of fat balls, peanuts and bird seed.

CAT FOOD APPEAL

We are in need off wet cat food, kitten food and cat litter to support the animals

currently in our care.

DROP OFF POINTS

Any of the above items can be dropped off at Tesco’s, Honest John, Julie’s Pet
Show or Grannies Choice - thank you for your support.

Please contact 01325 321855 or 01325 311215

QI: Do you have to stay at
home for health reasons?
This may be because you are
over 70, you are vulnerable
(eg a pre-existing condition,
or a high risk category),
you have been exposed
to someone (and are self
isolating) or because you
have symptoms and are
quarantining.

If you do not have to stay at
home for health reasons then
go to the next question...

02: Do you have to stay
at home to look after your
child?

Schools have closed so
children may need looking
after at home by you. The
exception is if you have a
key worker role (these are
listed online).

If you do not have to stay at
home to look after a child
then go to the next question...
Q3: Can you do your job
from home?

This is really important. You
and your employer should
make EVERY effort to work
from home. Government
guidance says people can
leave the house “if travelling
to and from work but only
where this absolutely cannot
be done from home.”

If you cannot do your job
from home then go to the
next question...

Q4: Is your job at one of
those businesses that has
been told to close?

Some businesses and places
of work have had to close.
These are typically ones that
encourage people to gather -
restaurants, pubs, clubs and
such - or ones where there
is close contact with people,
such as hairdressers.
[UPDATE: for the latest list
of businesses to close please
see https:/www.gov.uk/
government/publications/
further-businesses-and-
premises-to-close]

If your place of work has not
closed, then go to the next
question...

05: Do your working
practices allow you to
observe social distancing at
work?

Jobs like  construction,
deliveries, warehouse work
and others can often be
carried out with sensible
adjustment. For example, the
Royal Mail do not require
people receiving packages to
provide a signature.

Very many self-employed
people, trades, contractors,
gardeners, taxi drivers etc.
may fall into this category.
If you can maintain social
distancing at work then you
can go to work.

If you cannot maintain safe
distance from people, then
you should

STAY HOME. PROTECT
THE NHS. SAVE LIVES.
DO NOT go outside except
for essential trips (shopping,
collecting  medicines, a
funeral etc.) or one period of
exercise a day.

Full guidance for employees,
employers and businesses
can be found at https:/
www.gov.uk/government/
publications/guidance-to-
employers-and-businesses-
about-covid-19

Paul Howell MP

Member of Parliament

for Sedgefield
paul.howell mp@
parliament.uk

07464 898442

Programme Schedule

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NEWTON AYCLIFFE

TOWN CENTRE MANAGEMENT & Aycliffe
“Aycliffe Town Centre ... Shopping for You” = T
CLASSIC “LOVE SONGS”

Sun-Thurs 12 to 3am, Fri & Sat 2-4am

Some of our shows will be cancelled until
the Coronavirus situation is resolved
HOWEVERWEWILLCONTINUE BROADCASTING 24/ 7
Updates from MP Paul Howell at 12noon

SATURDAY
9-10am
10-12am
12-2pm
2-4pm
4-6pm

6-8pm
8-9pm
g-10pm
10-12am
12-2am
SUNDAY
g-10am
10-11am
112pm
12-2pm

2-4pm
4-6pm
6-730pm
8-10pm
10-12am
MONDAY
10-12am
12-1pm
1-3pm
6-7pm
7-8pm
8-9pm
g-10pm
10-11pm
N-12am
TUESDAY
10-12am
12-1pm
1-3pm
6-7pm
730-3.30pm
WEDNESDAY
10-12am
12-1pm
1-3pm
8-10pm
THURSDAY
10-12am
12-1pm
1-3pm
6-8pm
8-10pm
FRIDAY
10-12am
12-1pm
1-4pm
6-8pm
8-10pm
10-12am
12-2am

Eurovision Show
Moderation
Kitchen Floorfillers
Weekly Edition

Simon Harding
Jack & Garvey
Cazbo Jangles
Paul Baker

Northern & Classic Soul (R) Kevin Sowerby
“The Saturday Night Experience” Sponsored by
Bengal Lounge Indian Restaurant & Takeaway

Evening Session

Rock the House

Retro Trance Mix
Street 'n’ Drum ‘n’ Bass
Night Club Session

Church Service
Yesterdays Music Today
Random Reiki Master

Jimjams
Carl Booth
0z-D)

MC Supa

Xcel Centre
Alan Brown
Phil Hawkins

Country & Americana Show David Ringer
Blues Show Sponsored by Whitehouse Funeral Service

Bear Blues Show
Folk/Celtic/Rock Show
Jazz Time

The Rock Show

Paul's Down Time

Golden Years
AtoZof Pop
Afternoon Aycliffe
60s Show

70s Show

80s Show

90s Show

00s Show

Teens Show

Golden Years

AtoZof Pop
Afternoon Aycliffe

All About the 60s
Northern & Classic Soul

Golden Years
Ato Zof Pop
Afternoon Aycliffe
Alternative Aycliffe

Golden Years
AtoZof Pop
Afternoon Aycliffe
The List
BeatRoote

Golden Years
AtoZofPop

colin 6 Monica
Steve & Col
Mike Dixon
CAD

Paul Kjenstad

Paul Baker
Richard Smith
Paul Baker
Karl simons
Peter Rush
Gary Avery
Paul Baker
Producer Dan
Andy Fittes

Paul Baker
Richard Smith
Paul Baker
Honest John
Kevin Sowerby

Paul Baker
Richard Smith
Paul Baker
Gaz n Alby

Paul Baker
Richard Smith
Paul Baker
Colin McNeillie
Graeme Roote

paul Baker
Richard Smith

VE Day Celebration - 1940s Music

Techno Trance Mix

PVR Studios

8th May - Martin Norris - Movin’ Melodies

Alternative Aycliffe (R)
Night Club Session

Gaz n Alby

Check our welzsite for fuI! schedule
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk

Newton Broadcasting Limited (t/a Aycliffe Radio) is a Private Company Limited by
Guarantee, registered on 19th February 2018 in England and Wales
Registration number 11211835. Registered office: Aycliffe Radio, c/o Blue Bridge Eentre

@

www.ayclifferadio.co.uk -

Tunein -

UK Online Radio - Radio Garden -
StreamFinder - Deezer
- www.radio.net

Streema -
Radio Shaker

St. Cuthbert's Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DLS 6DS.

Avcliffe Radia is CIC Registered (No. 11455404)

Scheduled shows can be changed/cancelled at any time,

Y rocevoo [ RS

LISTENING OPTIONS:

Radios Online -

Free App (all formats)
Internet Radio - Alexa
online Radio Box




Working Together
for Long-Term
Employment

Through

North-East  manufacturer
BTS Facades and
Fabrications  hasn’t let

Covid-19 halt its work with a
local trust by paying upfront
for future services, ensuring
the continuation of The
Employability Trust.

The trust, which has helped
234 people gain sustainable
employment  since  its
inception in 2011, works
with businesses across the
region to provide support
services from warehousing
to manufacturing, while at
the same time offering jobs
and training opportunities to
the long term unemployed.
CEO of The Employability
Trust Bill Marley said:
“Working with BTS has
enabled us to employ two
people to work solely
on their contract which
includes cutting extrusion,
fabrication and the
assembly of rails. These two
individuals had previously
been  unsuccessful in
employment but thanks to
this contract, are thriving in
the workplace and with their
own mental health.

“Having the support of
companies like BTS at this
time means the world as we
can continue doing what
we do best — increasing
individual employability and

Covid-19

self-worth which ultimately
leads to sustainable and
long-term employment.”
Managing Director of BTS,
which is based in Newton
Aycliffe, Phil Atkinson
said: “Working with the
Employability Trust means
we’re able to produce as
much as possible while also
supporting a very worthy
cause.

“As a business we want to
do all we can to support
employment opportunities
within the region and
we know we can rely on
the superior quality and
standards we expect.”

The Employability Trust,
which works with a number
of national and regional
brands, is always looking
for opportunities to create
jobs and certainty for the
long-term unemployed
and is keen to hear from
businesses that may require
their services. For more
information, please visit:
www.theemployabilitytrust.
com

For more information
about BTS Facades and
Fabrications, please visit
www.btsfabrications.co.uk
Photo: The Employability
Trust which has been
supported by BTS Facades
& Fabrications

Sport Achievements
at Greenfield College

Students from Greenfield
Community College have
earned  many  sporting
achievements over the last
few months and although the
school closure has paused
play at present it seems an
appropriate time to reflect
and celebrate the resilience
and determination of many
students.

Greenfield Community
College run an extended
programme of lunchtime and
afterschool opportunities
including a wide and diverse
range of activities including
football, netball, rugby,
gymnastics, handball,
boxercise, table-tennis and
badminton.

The netball season was a great
success with teams working
together to achieve their
goals.  Some outstanding
performances highlight their
hard work and dedication:
Year 9 A team have been
unbeaten all season winning
the South West Durham
Schools Netball league for a
2nd Year.

The Boccia and Basketball
teams were successful in
the Sedgefield School Sport
Partnership, Year 9 Boccia
team came away with gold
medals securing a place at
the county qualifying event
after finishing in Ist place,
while the basketball team
achieved a well-deserved
silver medal.

Individual praise goes to
Year 8 student Jayden who
finished 1st in the South West
Durham Championships at
Barnard Castle, qualifying
to represent South West
Durham  in the County
Championships.

These are just a few of the
many sporting achievements.

Greenfield Community
College are committed to
offering a broad extended
learning programme in sport.
They have formed a strong
alliance with professional
clubs and individuals. Former
professional footballer and
manager Martin Gray runs a
number of training sessions
at Greenfield and the school
work  with  Sunderland’s

Foundation of Light, local
tennis, basketball and netball
clubs to inspire and offer
young people to specialise in
their chosen sport.

The excellent facilities are
well used by the school
and the community and the
school are looking forward
to welcoming back students,
teams and clubs later in the
year.
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WALKERS

BUTCHERS and BAKERS

Simpasturegate * Newton Aycliffe « 312022
Aycliffe’s Longest Established Butcher & Baker

Your Local Family
Butcher and Baker

FOR ALL YOUR MEAT REQUIREMENTS.
FULLY OPERATIONAL ON-SITE BAKERY.

Catering for Weddings, Funerals, Christenings,
Private and Public Functions
(including Pie and Peas suppers)
Supplying restaurants, snack and sandwich bars.
Call for more details and quotes
www.walkersbutchers.co.uk

LEARNING CURVE
GROUP STEP UP
DURING COVID-19

Training provider Learning
Curve Group (LCQG),
have donated 29 digital
tablets and valuable PPE to
South Tees Hospitals NHS
Foundation Trust to support
staff and patients during to
the Covid-19 outbreak.
Learning Curve Group is
dedicated to helping in the
battle against Covid-19 in
any way they can. Donating
the tablets, they hope means
patients are able to have
contact with the outside
world and loved ones. Since
visitors are restricted on
hospital wards, staff have
witnessed many  heart-
breaking situations which
could have been made a
little bit better if families
could communicate with
their loved ones.

Earlier on in the pandemic
The Learning Curve Group
Charity Foundation decided
to help ease the pressure on
those worst affected groups
and charities in County
Durham  and  donated
the entire funds of over
£20k to support front-line
community groups as the
uncertainty continued.
Alongside  the tablets,
Learning Curve Group’s
academies have donated
PPE, too. Their Sunderland
Construction Academy
and Hartlepool Beauty
Academy donated masks
and gloves to a local GP
practice in Sunderland and
South Tees Hospitals NHS
Foundation Trust.

Their caring and
compassionate staff
members are also giving a
helping hand in whichever
way they can. One example
is Tutor Rebecca Pattinson,
who has been busy making
scrub bags and mask holders
which have been distributed
to care homes and hospitals
including Auckland Park
- Mental Health Hospital.

Rebecca is busy making
more which will be sent to
Darlington and Durham
Hospitals.

Brenda McLeish,
Learning Curve Group,
said: “It was a privilege
to be able to support NHS
patients  atSouth  Tees
Hospitals NHS Foundation
Trust with the donation of 29
tablets. There’s never been a
more challenging time and
being able to help connect
patients to their families is
the least we could do.

I am delighted that we’ve
also been able to donate the
remaining essential PPE
from our academies and
am exceptionally proud of
Rebecca for using her own
time to make scrub bags
and mask holders for the
frontline staff.

People are at the centre
of everything we do, so
earlier on in the pandemic
we made an important
decision to change the
pillars upon which The
Learning Curve Group
Charity Foundation fund
was going to be accessed we
donated the entire fund of
over £20k to support front-
line community groups and
local charities in County
Durham as the uncertainty
continues with the aim of
supporting those who are
in need of funds more than
ever”.

Beverley Smith of South
Tees Hospitals NHS
Foundation Trust said:
“Thanks to the donations
of tablets from Learning
Curve Group, patients are
able to communicate to
those who can’t visit. What
some would see as small
gestures have such a huge
impact on our patients and
I can’t thank them enough
for their amazing donation
of IPADs for our patients to
use. So appreciated”.

CEO

Visit County Durham
Launches Virtual
Campaign

Destination management
organisation Visit County
Durham has launched a

campaign that lets people
enjoy a virtual visit to the
county, from the safety of
their sofa.

With all national and
international marketing
activity delivered by
Visit County Durham to
encourage visits to the
county now paused in light
of the COVID-19 outbreak,
the focus has quickly
moved towards supporting
businesses and providing
people who were planning to
visit Durham in the coming
weeks, or those for whom
the county is on their travel
‘wish list’, with uplifting
and inspiring content to be
enjoyed at home.

Using the long-standing
#LoveDurham hashtag, the
‘#LoveDurham from your

sofa’ campaign features
virtual tours, videos, craft
ideas, recipes, quizzes,

Durham trivia, film and TV
locations and colouring in
sheets depicting some of the
county’s iconic locations.

As well as content produced
by Visit County Durham, the
campaign also showcases
content from visitor economy
businesses across the county,
providing an opportunity
to keep their profile raised
during these unprecedented
times.

Ivor Stolliday, chairman of

Visit County Durham, said:
“It is vital that we emphasise
the Government message to
stay at home, but we wanted
to do that whilst providing
fun and creative ways for
visitors to discover and enjoy
the county safely. Now is not
the time for people to visit
Durham. For now, we will
bring Durham to them, until
it is safe to welcome them
back to our amazing county
with open arms.”

Cllr Joy Allen, Cabinet
member for transformation,
culture and tourism at
Durham County Council,
added: “This is a really
positive  campaign  from
Visit County Durham. It
is very hard for us to ask
people not to visit our
amazing county due to the
Coronavirus but absolutely
essential that we do so in the
interests of protecting the
NHS and saving lives. This
campaign allows people to
enjoy everything that is great
about our county from the
comfort of their own homes
- until such time as we are
able to welcome them back
again with open arms. It is
also a great way for tourism
businesses to keep their
profile up at what is a very
difficult time for them.”

The website for the campaign
is  www.thisisdurham.com/
fromyoursofa, and will be
promoted through social
media and e-newsletters.

KEEP
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Libraries Offer Free Family
History Learning at Home

People can now enjoy
delving into their family
history through a popular
library service in the
comfort of their own homes,
thanks to Durham County
Council.

The local authority like
many others around the
country offers access to
Ancestry (Library Edition)
free of charge for people
coming into its libraries and
using their computers.

But with the council having
closed its libraries to slow the
spread of the Coronavirus,
it has now made Ancestry
available for people to
enjoy free of charge on their
computers at home.
Ancestry (Library edition)
offers access to historical
documents and photographs

plus local history, oral
histories, indexes and other
resources.

Users can search:

* Census records for
England, Wales, the Isle
of Man and the Channel
Islands from 1841 to 1901

+ Military, immigration/
emigration, court and
probate records

+ England and Wales Civil
Registration indexes for
births, deaths and marriages
*+ UK and Ireland parish
and probate records from the
1500s to the 1800s and even
earlier

* England and Wales
National Probate Calendar
from 1861 to 1941

* Return of Owners of
Land 1873 for England and
Wales

* Registers of coroner’s
inquests for New South
Wales, Australia from 1796
to 1947

* UK naval medals from
1793 to 1972

+ Military campaign medal
award rolls from 1914 to

1949

* Second World War
prisoners of the Japanese

To use Ancestry, people
just need to type in their
ancestor’s name and any
other details they know such
as when and where they
were born, or when they got
married.

The site is available through
the council’s website at
https:/www.durham.gov.
uk/libraryonline People
must be library members
to use it but if they are not
already they can become a
member free of charge by
visiting the library online
webpage.

The council has already
moved the library service’s
popular storytelling sessions
for children online.

CllIr Joy Allen, the council’s
Cabinet member for
transformation, culture and
tourism, said: “Ancestry is
a fascinating resource that
our library service offers
free of charge, allowing
people to find out more about
their family history and to
access a wealth of historical
documents and photos.
Thelibraryservicealso offers
members access to a wide
range of eMagazines such as
Family Tree Magazine and
Your Family History, which
will give readers ideas for
scrapbooking,  preserving
photos and lots more. These
can be also be accessed at
https://www.durham.gov.
uk/libraryonline

Greenfield Poets Shortlisted

Students from Greenfield

Community College have
been shortlisted for the
prestigious  Terry Kelly
Poetry Prize.

Poetry created by Year 10
students formed part of a
recent project devised and
led by Greenfield Arts.
The group of young people
involved were inspired
by a recent exhibition in
The Greenfield Gallery,
‘Cornish: A Man of
Destiny’, as part of the

Durham  County  wide
Cornish Centenary
programme. The young

people worked alongside
creative practitioners, Tony
Gadd and Richard Bliss, to
produce their own written
and visual responses to the
exhibition.

Katy Milne, Director of
Creativity, was thrilled with
the level of engagement and

the thoughtful responses
from the students, “It
was wonderful to see the
students appreciate  the
artwork and respond with
such interesting questions
that inspired the creation of
their own work. This work
formed part of a response
exhibition, Inspired by
Cornish, in our public
gallery space. I'm so
pleased the young peoples’
work has been shortlisted
for this award, well done to
them.”

Staff and students from
Greenfield Community
College will be invited
to attend the awards
celebration later in the
year. This will offer the
opportunity to celebrate
the students work, and the
work of other young people
from across the North East,
at The Customs House in

South Shields.

Greenfield Arts are
committed to promoting
and stimulating creativity,
curiosity and  enquiry
through high quality
arts provision and were
delighted to help inspire
these students and others to
be creative, by offering an
exciting extended learning
opportunity.
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Well done Nichola and Millie, who designed and made a
selection of key worker models and displayed them in their
front garden in School Aycliffe.
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Garden Waste Collections to Restart

Garden waste services in
County Durham will now be
able to go ahead with changes
to collection dates after they
were initially postponed due
to Coronavirus.

Last month, Durham County
Council had to postpone
garden waste collections in
order to maintain its essential
refuse and recycling services

during  the  Coronavirus
outbreak.
After reviewing its

operations, and as part of its

Storage

“U” STORE Aycliffe Business
Park. Domestic and Industrial
storage. Open 6 days a week.
Large and small containers
from £12 per week. Tel 01325
317716, 07850 646355

Builders &

Jeff Horsley

28 years experience
Full Build of Extensions
Porches, b
Garden Walls, Patios,
Concreting and Re-Pointing
FREE ESTIMATES
Guaranteed Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01325 313939
or 07970 869967

h
Rated Servicing and Repairs:

Caravan and Motorhome
Servicing & Repairs
Insurance work undertaken

01325 582005

info@ratedservicingandrepairs.co.uk

plans to reinstate services, the
council is now able to once
again deliver its garden waste
collection to residents.

The council is aware of
how valuable this service
is to residents so, to ensure
it will be able to continue
in conjunction with normal
waste collection services, it
will be changing garden waste
collection days to Saturdays
and Mondays. This will allow
continued support to rubbish

and recycling collections
which operate from Tuesday
to Friday.

Residents who are scheduled
to have their usual collection
on a Tuesday or Wednesday
can expect their new collection
day to be on a Saturday while
those who are scheduled to

have a collection on Thursday
or Friday can expect their new
collection to be on a Monday.
The council will be informing
residents who are signed up
to the service of their specific
collection dates which will
begin on either Saturday 2
May, Monday 4 May, Saturday
9 May or Monday 11 May,
dependent on their collection
calendar. Collection dates
can be checked online via
MyDurham at www.durham.
gov.uk.

The council continues to
monitor government guidance
and will keep the service
under review over the next
four months. Customers will
be given advice on remaining
collections beyond this time.

Information on collection

SHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs
Mechanism Repair/Replacement
Door Adjustment - Door Furniture
Emergency Door Opening
90% OF PARTS IN STOCK

24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741114
07748 044 808

www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Iron /Stl |

VALLEY
WROUGHT IRON

High Quality Gates, Wall
Railings & Garden Fences

Free Estimates and Advice
Experienced Tradesmen
Friendlly Reliable Fast Advice!

Contact Stephen on
07976 554046 anytime

E: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www. valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Plumbing K

NC PLUMBING Services

All plumbing requirements undertaken
From a drip to a full bathroom refit
Complete bathroom specialist
Full tiling and wall cladding service
Full power flush service - No job too small
Central heating problems repaired

Neil 07882 233219 or 01325 589224

out of hours call out available

We now accept all major debit/credit cards
*GUARANTEED SAME DAY CALL oUT*

FLOW

Pilumbing and Heating
e Boilers Installed, repaired & serviced

e Full heating systems
e Bathroom refurbs
« Wall and Floor Tiling
e Showers = Electrics

07701 359375

PR o

548094
01325 492715
01325 247364

WATERWAY'S

PLUMBING SERVICES
www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

#Bathroom Design/Installation
4All plumbing work undertaken

#Kitchen Installations @

4Repairs # Tiling
4 FREE Quotes # Power Flushing

#No call out charge

For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338

waterways @talktalk.net

LOCAL PLUMBER
Small Job Expert
Undertaking your small

jobs, the big companies
don’t want - from dripping
taps to broken toilets
NO CALL OUT CHARGE

CallJoe 07535 362 591

EHELT &

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers
Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed
Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596

Mobile 07931 591381

For all your print requirements

Newton Press 300212

Time served tradesman
Over 40 years experience

W. HEATHCOTE

Plumbing, Heating & Gas
Servicing and Repairs

Boilers installed, repaired
and serviced

Central heating systems
Power flushing
Bathrooms refurbished

Got a problem?
Give me a call

01325 307 052

07595 051 717
CALL OUT SERVICE 2
www.wheathcote.com - &éifé

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs

Servicing - Repairs A
General Plumbing £33
Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

dates is being
on MyDurham and
correspondence detailing
changes to garden waste
collections is being sent to
residents who have subscribed
to the service.

Cllr Brian Stephens, Cabinet
member for neighbourhoods
and local partnerships, said:
“We know our residents value
the garden waste service so
we are pleased to be able to
continue it under these new
collection days. We would
like to thank residents for
their continued support and
understanding as we work to
maintain essential services.
“Our priority has been
to support our refuse and
recycling rounds, which
operate Tuesday to Friday
each week. By moving the
garden waste collection to

updated

Saturdays and  Mondays,
we can continue to provide
this important service to
customers at a time when we
have spare capacity.

“Our garden waste customers
are being advised of their
new collection days and when
they will commence, with
the first for some customers
starting on Saturday 2 May.
We will continue to provide
customers with information
regarding any further changes
to services as a result of the
pandemic.”

Those who do not wish to
continue with the garden
waste scheme should inform
the council by Monday 11
May by completing a refund
request form at www.durham.
gov.uk/gardenwaste or calling
the customer services team on
03000 260 000.

Roofing

-

. Free estimates:

~— Tel: 07596 801534
= or 07562 439455

= JK Roofing & Building
All Roofing and Building work undertaken

= ¢ Full Roofs ¢ Extensions ¢ Felt Roofs
_ | * UPVC Fascias/Soffits * Dry Verge/Ridge

Andrew’s Rooﬁnrg
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tife
Repairs-Brickwork Repointed

Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling
Felting & Pointing - Guttering
Fibre glass flat roofing
With 20 Years Guarantee

Free Estimates

Tel: 01388 605489
07986 217936

BREWARD

roofing contractors
Serving the region since 1945

* New Roofs * Flat Roofs
* High Performance Felt ®
Tiling, Slating, Fibreglass Roofs
» Stone Slating * Leadwork ¢
* Repairs ® Chimneys ©
*Dry Verge Systems ®
uPVC Guttering, Soffits & Facias
* Storm Damage * Velux ¢
nsurance Work Welcome
All Work Guaranteed
Time Served - Free Estimates
Finance Available

01388 661308 or 07967 018998

Driving School

Fully Qualified High Grade Instructors

TRAILER/CARAVAN
TRAINING ALSO

AVAILABLE

ke~
(Jack's>

Driving Schoo!

Helping you to relax, enjoy and build confidence
Excellent first time pass rate - Block booking offers

Jack: 07949 195 184

Special offer: First 5 hours £90 - www.jacksdrivingschool.co.uk
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Foster Joinery Service

All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

From inside the home: Doors, Hardwood and Laminate
Flooring, Skirting and Architrave, Staircases and
revamping what you already have, Loft entrances and
Loft Ladders.

To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.

Also Plastering Tiling and Bathroom fitting.

No job too small - Can supply all materials

Justring 07748 967 374 for a FREE quote

Radiators Repaired or Replaced
NO JOB TOO SMALL
NO CALL OUT CHARGE

Scott 07949 054947

¢ Decorating ¢

Established 1984
Apprenticeship Served

3120214....
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SERVICES ¢ Joinery ¢ :
Dripping Taps - Problem Toilets o Building o
Replacement Taps PROTECH Direct Pest

Control. Experts in industrial,
commercial and domestic pest
control. 18+ years experience,
fully insured, free quotes.
Tel 01325 310520 or 07896
848856 (24 hours)
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HOW TO BE A GOOD
NEIGHBOUR DURING
THE LOCKDOWN

Two North East councils
have teamed wup with
emergency  services  to
encourage residents to be
good neighbours during the
Coronavirus pandemic.

It follows new advice issued
by the government about
how we can safely help others
at a time when services such
as GPs, community fire and
police officers aren’t able to
get out into communities in
the same way they would
normally.

Durham County Council
and Darlington Borough
Council are working with
their partners to share
advice and tips that will help
communities support each
other during these difficult

times.
With  some  vulnerable
people having to isolate

themselves for a period of 12
weeks in order to be shielded
from the virus, residents
are being urged to be good
neighbours.

People are advised to
accept help from family,
friends and neighbours
where possible, with some
ways of supporting each
other including offering to
collect essential food items
or prescriptions on their
behalf. To do so safely,
it should be done while
residents are either getting
their own essentials or
taking their daily exercise,
with reminders that those
essentials should be left
on the doorstep, ensuring
social distancing guidelines
are followed. Local GPs
or pharmacies may also be
able to arrange a delivery for
prescriptions.

Offering emotional support
is another part of supporting
neighbours. Many people are
feeling anxious or worried
as a result of the pandemic
and a simple conversation
over the fence or on the
telephone could make a big
difference to someone who
is feeling isolated.

Anyone in need of extra
support or feeling more
isolated can also access the
virtual community hubs set
up by both Durham County

Council and Darlington
Borough Council.
The  community  hubs

were developed to support
people and families who
are vulnerable and in need
during the Coronavirus
pandemic, linking them to
existing local services where
possible and supporting
them with essential aid
where necessary. More
information on those, as well
as help forums can be found
on the councils’ websites:
www.durhamlocate.org.uk
and www.darlington.gov.uk/
coronavirus

Cllr Lucy Hovvels MBE,
Durham County Council’s
Cabinet member for adult
and health services, said:
“It is more important than
ever to look out for each

other. As the lockdown
period continues many
people, especially those

who are vulnerable, will feel
increasingly anxious and
isolated.

“Simple and safe steps to

keep in touch with those
people, offer to collect some
essentials for them, or even
to point them towards our
community hubs if they
need more support, will
make a big difference in

helping them feel more
comfortable.”

Councillor Jonathan
Dulston, Darlington

Borough Council’s Cabinet
member for stronger
communities said: “I am
proud that, in Darlington,
we are seeing and hearing
about wonderful examples
of good neighbourliness and
people looking out for one
another as we continue to
face this pandemic.
“The council has
working  closely  with
community groups and
hundreds of people have
volunteered to help
vulnerable people as part
of the Darlington Cares:
Community initiative.
That’s great to see. There’s
never been a better time to
get to know your neighbours,
especially if they may be
vulnerable, in a socially-
distanced way of course.
All the examples of people
helping one another really
have been heart-warming to
see.”

At a time when the fire
service is unable to carry
out usual  community
visits, County Durham and
Darlington Fire and Rescue
Service (CDDFRS) is asking
people to remind elderly
or vulnerable friends and
neighbours to keep checking
their smoke alarms and be
mindful of fire safety in the
home and garden.

Following a slight rise in
the number of garden fires
earlier this month, CDDFRS
is also asking the public to
refrain from burning their
garden waste until normal
waste  disposal services
resume. In addition to the
concern that garden fires
could get out of hand and put
people at risk, residents are
asked to be considerate to
their neighbours who could
be using their gardens for
the only fresh air that they
can get.

Other ways to support
neighbours include reporting
any suspicious behaviour
to the police or taking
part in  neighbourhood
watch schemes. Durham
Constabulary is also
reminding people that they
can be a good neighbour
digitally, as well as in
person.
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County ‘Social Care Army’ of Care Workers Praised During Covid-19

Officials across County
Durham  have  praised
their ‘social care army’

for the dedication and
compassion shown by
care workers during the
Covid-19 crisis. County
Durham Care Partnership,
which brings together NHS
organisations, Durham
County  Council  and
other providers to deliver
improved, joined up health
and social care services, has
thanked all front-line carers
across the county.

Removals' . |

Smiths
removals
Full House, Part Load
or Single Items.
Local and National
Storage Available.

01325 319842
07970 201841
or 07857 602267

MAN WITH VAN cheap
removals  also  household
furniture bought. Tel 07860 560
295

ASK SERVICES Man + Van.
Removal, delivery and lots
more. Contact Paul 07399
628345

@Your Move

Local Family Run Business
Est. 2005 - Fully Insured
Single Items from £15
3 Bed House from £99
Call Jor for a free quote

Tel: 07535 362591

ACORN
REMOVALS

SINCE 1992

LOCAL & NATIONWIDE
Call Tony on

07779 89 00 06

Aerial Installations

[ e o e o

Sarah Burns, head of
integrated strategic
commissioning for Durham
County Council and NHS
County Durham Clinical
Commissioning Group
(CCQ), said: “Care workers
support the most frail and
vulnerable people in our
community whether that be
in care homes, supported
housing or in people’s own
homes. “Alongside our
doctors and nurses, they
are at the front-line of the
fight against coronavirus
and their commitment and
hard work is valued every
day - even more so during
this current crisis. “Care
homes may be closed to
visitors at this time but
family and friends can be
assured that their loved

DJW
ELECTRICS
No Job Too Small

Installation Certificates
Fuse Board Upgrades
Rewires | Lighting

Extra Sockets )
Fault Finding .'
Free Quotes ™"
e EMERGENCY CALL OUTS ¢
Contact Dave on
Telephone:

01325 317535
07563 088 946

JR

lectrical

Services

- Fuse Board Upgrades -
- Rewires Full or Part - Lighting -
- Extra Sockets - Fault Finding -

- No Job Too Small - Free quotes -
- OAP Discounts -

Phone Justin on

01325 313282
07817 629535

justin@jr-glectrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)
Check out our website for monthly
deals: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

o

T.V. Wall-Mounting

3- 5 year guarantee

Digital aerial installation and upgrades CCTV

o

v

¥ Additional rooms wired
¥ Freesat/Sky and repairs
o

o [ skyto eT@

Quality Service, Quality Materials, Affordable Prices

15% OFF
with this
-__._a'/ advert

AYCLIFFE BASED- PREMIER DIGITAL AERIALS
Contact Luke: 07528 357642 or 01325 954194

ones are well looked
after and their wishes
respected.” GP Dr Dilys
Waller, Woodview Medical
Practice, Cockfield,
praised carers, residents
and their families for their
response and  support
during the Coronavirus
pandemic. “Coronavirus is
a huge concern to everyone,
especially those working
in care homes and family
members of residents. “We
know that in many cases
it is the residents and their
families wish that care is
continued to be delivered
in a planned way within
the care home, by staff that
have looked after them,
often for years, who want
to deliver the best care they
possibly can.” Sue Jacques,
chief executive of County
Durham and Darlington
NHS Foundation Trust,
expressed her appreciation
for carers across the county.
“We’d like to thank all
carers who are working
tirelessly, in partnership
with us and other NHS
services, to care for people

at this time” she said. “Their
dedication and compassion
for vulnerable people across
County Durham is clear
and their commitment and
hard work is valued every
day - even more so during
this current pandemic.”
Cllr Lucy Hovvels MBE,
Durham County Council’s
cabinet member for adult
and health services, added:
“People who work in care
help some of the most
vulnerable members of our
society and in the current
climate those they look
after are among the most
susceptible to coronavirus,”
she said.

“However we know the
county’s care workers’
commitment to  those
they support has not been
diminished by the threat of
COVID-19 and on behalf of
the council I would like to
say a huge thank you to all
of them.”

Durham County Council’s
County Durham  Care
Academy has launched
an online fast-track
recruitment and training
programme in response to
the pressures placed on the
sector by COVID-19.

Three key roles, including
care assistants, kitchen
assistants and domestic

assistants are being
recruited as part of the
campaign. Applications
received to date are
currently being progressed
to allow the hopefuls to be
placed with care providers
across County Durham.
Opportunities are available
to anyone wishing to
work in adult social care,
including those without
prior experience.

The academy is also

offering remote training
and development to provide
potential new staff with
the skills they will need to
access opportunities in the
sector.

Full details and how to apply
can be found at: https:/
www.durham.gov.uk/
careacademyrecruitment
with regular updates on the
Care Academy Facebook
page: facebook.com/
CareAcademyDurham

Stop Clicking

Visit Newton News
online for your local
DAILY news feed

www.newtonnews.co.uk
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PLASTERERS
all plastermg work, artex
skimmed, small jobs, free

estimates, 01388 721206

BOB HOWARD Painter and
Decorator. Over 20 years of
experience in all aspects of

decorating. High standard
of interior and exterior
and wallpaper ~ hanging.

Competitive rates and free
estimates. Tel 07966 529120 or
07966 527833

DRAGON DECORATORS
All aspects of interior &
exterior decorating, including
children’s artwork. Over 25
years experience. Member
of “Checked & Vetted”. No
job too small, free estimates.
During Coronavirus endemic
I will be wearing full PPE
clothing. Contact Colin on
07952 364426

G. CROSSEN

PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07340 606402

Time Served - C&G - Established 1998

Home Services '

StainKleen

Professional Cleaning Services for Carpets, Upholstery, Rugs
and Leather Cleaning - Tiling and Grout Floor Cleaning
RAPID DRYING - FULLY INSURED

Tel Paul on 01325 493003

Mobile: 07817 573 604 -

Web: www.stainkleen.co.uk

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS, from Fencing
& Decking Outside to Internal Refurbishments Inside. All Those
Small Handyman Jobs Considered Too. Call: 01325 318269 or
Visit: www.esproperty-estate.co.uk

CARPET FITTER and vinyl flooring specialist.

Richard on 07946 435 177

Contact

GUTTER CLEANING SERVICE Gutters, fascia and soffits
cleaned. Contact Paul 07399 628345

LAUNDRY LADIES Offering a wash, dry and ironing service
(domestic or commercial). Free collection and drop off included.
Tel 07928 768744 or laundryladies16@gmail.com

CLEANING ANGELS. For all your cleaning needs. Commercial
cleaning available. Domestic, end of tenancy, holiday lets, builders
cabins, oven cleans, office cleaning, window cleaning (up to 8ft),
caravan cleaning, ironing service available. Competitive rates.
Find us on Facebook. Contact Angela 07518 798 595

‘THE BRICKLAYING ANGELS’. Newly qualified bricklayer
I am doing brick BBQs, brick walls, bird tables etc. Find us on
Facebook or Contact Angela on 07928 768744

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator
Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate

01325 483 697
or 07745 037 754

EBrushstrokess
Decorators

Free no obligation quotes and
advice from a time served
painter & decorator.
Interior & exterior work,

no job too small.

End of tenancy clean up for
andlord’s. Gutters and fascias
cleaned from £60.
iscounts for OAP & NHS staff

g Tel: 01325 312953
Meobile: 07587 140912

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES

e Carpet and
upholstery cleaning
e Leather cleaning
and repair
* Pressure washing
e Gutter clean & repair
¢ End of tenancy cleans
* Domestic and
Commercial cleaning
¢ Janitorial supplies
e Fully insured

07895 697 115
01325 494294

Provsd rromvesbsors of

Cheekatrade.com

Where reputation mamers

facebook. h

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE REPAIRS

ALL MAKES OF WASHERS
TUMBLERS, MICROWAVES
DISHWASHERS .
VACUUM CLEANERS
FRIDGE/FREEZERS
COOKERS

* Free Estimates

* No Call Out Charge

* Appliances Plumbed in

Telephone: 321756

GUTTER
CLEANING

Gutter and UPVC
Cleaning Service

No Ladders Required
Conservatory Cleaning
Also Gutters Renewed

and/or Repaired

07519 376870

LANDSCAPE & BLOCKPAVING
SPECIALISTS

GARY O°CONNOR

e Driveways ¢ Patios ¢ Paving

e Walling ¢ Fencing

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE WITH VERY
COMPETITIVE RATES CALL GARY ON

01325 320 267
07866 561 340

e More

T "
L
SUPREME

FEMCING

07544 802052 or 01325 321113

www.awtreecare.co.uk

aw.tre

-

ecare

Time Served Royal Horticultural Society Arborist
* Felling, Dismantling & Pruning ¢« Hedge Cutting
* STUMP GRINDING AND REMOVAL
* Local Authority Approved Contractor
All Areas Covered - Free Quotations and Advice

Alexander Walker techarbora., ND Arb., SOC Arb
Fully Insured - Professionally Trained - Aycliffe Based

ALPINE LANDSCAPES.
Patios, Driveways, Fencing,
Decking, Gravel, Turfing,
Walls. All work guaranteed.
25 years experience, est 15
years, professional advice.
www.alpinelandscapes.co.uk -
contact Alan on 07974 710351
MARTIN SHIRES Garden
Landscaping Services, Block
Paving Specialists. Fencing,
Decking, Patios, Walls, Turfing,
Hedges. Quality guaranteed
work. Tel 321891 or 07989 024
501

ROSEWOOD Tree Work.
Felled, Pruned, Hedges Cut,
Fencing, Gravel. All aspects
of groundwork considered.
20% off for OAPs. Tel 01325
318679 or 07740 999075

For all your print requirements

Newton Press 300212

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work
Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking &
Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432

Mobile: 07765 374 905

GARDEN
SERVICES

Lawns Cut - Hedges Trimmed

Trees & Shrubs Pruned,
Cut Back or Removed

TEL 01325 318269

www.esproperty-estate.co.uk
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ENJOY LEARNING Guitar,
Bass or Drums at home.
Tel Roger 01325 321 444 -
Friendly, Experienced, Local.

Chiropody

RON ROSE ART CLUB
Meet Friday afternoon 1-3pm
at the RAFA Club, Barrington
Road.

Y000

dnY
GF
Mr P. Oliver
BSc (Hons) - M.Ch.S

for a Home Visit call

68 §a

|| Hh&jnmﬂmﬁm
Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Grews Freelonce
Hoir Seyling

(Formerly of Mosaics)

All services provided:
Cuts & Colours
Perms and Wedding
Gents and Kids

Call for prices

07746 131321

HAIR DESIGN Experienced

mobile hair dresser,
competitive rates. Call Lynn
on 07904 219997

in the

neuwtonneuws

Your Local Community Newspaper

SALES « WANTED « PUBLIC NOTICES « JOB VACANCIES
PERSONAL « JOBS WANTED < LOST & FOUND « AUTOS
THANK YOU « IN MEMORIAM « CONGRATULATIONS
BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE « OBITUARY « PETS
ACCOMMODATION « ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  BIRTHS
HOUSE EXCHANGE « GOOD LUCK « LOST & FOUND
Private Classified Advertisements 30p per word

(Please use BLOCK CAPITALS in space below)
DO NOT FORGET YOUR TELEPHONE NUMBER

'CLASSIFIED'
ADVERTISING

CLASSIFICATION

TOTAL NO. OF WORDS:

TOTAL AMOUNT TO PAY | £

Blue Bridge Centre, St Cuthbert’s Way, Aycliffe Business Park

Please hand advertisement and payment to:

NEWTON PRESS

Sorry, but we CANNOT accept telephone orders for advertisements.
However the ads can be emailed to: paul@newtonnews.co.uk

and paid by credit card or pay online at www.newtonnewsads.co.uk

Cancer Care
Centre of
Excellence

County  Durham &
Darlington has some of
the highest members
of the newly diagnosed
cancer cases in all of
England, measured across
the 4 main cancer groups
(bowel, prostate, breast
and lung).

The facilities at Darlington
Memorial Hospital are no
longer providing patients
with the space and dignity
they need and deserve
during treatments. A
planned new unit will be
four times bigger.

To donate to this appeal
please donate via phone
to: 01325 743781 or by
BACS to: CDDFT Charity
Sort Code: 60-70-80
Account: 10011056.

Sits Want

CLASS 1 European
Tramper Driver seeks full
time employment. Seven
years experience, CPC
Card, Digi Card, Krone
Mega  Trailers, Ferry
Trailers, Fridge Trailers,
LHD and RHD.

32 years of age, based in
Newton Aycliffe.

Tel 07388 903252

Personal

BVA Foundation

FREE

Confidential / }'1\
Post Abortion v?\\\\\
Counselling ‘>~
available

Telephone:
01642 616077

SAMARITANS - 13 Woodland
Road, Darlington. We are here
for you 24 hours a day. Tel:
Freephone 116123.

AYCLIFFE

COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification
PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades - Data Recovery
Windows 10 Installation
Broadband Installation
Networking - Anti Virus
Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

No Call Out Charge Within
Newton News Circulation area

Contact Rob
01325 310737
07841 867170

aycliffecomputers @ googlemail.com

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED

TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER
BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

www.newtonnews.co.uk

£75m of Investment
for Entrepreneurs

British Business
Investments, a commercial
subsidiary of the British
Business Bank, has
announced a new £15m
commitment to Par Equity
as the latest partner in

its Regional Angels
Programme.
The funds from British

Business Investments will
be invested by Par Equity
alongside the Par EIS
Fund and the Par Investor
Network to deliver over
£75m  of new funding
for scale-up businesses
primarily in the North of

England, Scotland and
Northern Ireland.
The £15m commitment

from the Regional Angels
Programme will help to
drive further investment
into  promising  scale-
up businesses in these
parts of the UK. The

INASPIN ROADSHOW
Discos for all occasions.
Weddings, birthdays, etc. a
speciality. State of the Art Light
Show. Tel 01325 310646 or
07952 244404

PROF. NINCOMPOOP
Children’s entertainer making
birthday parties special.
Balloons, magic and tomfoolery,
midweek discounts. Tel Gary
on 310646 or 07952 244404.
Website: www.professor-
nincompoop.com - Facebook:
Prof Nincompoop

PALLETS FREE

Collect from

NEWTON PRESS
at the
Blue Bridge Centre
(goods inward)
please ring the bell

DOG WALKING (Dave
Oliver) Daytime, half hour
sessions £5.50 per dog. Police
checked and fully insured.
Years of experience in dog
handling. Tel 07756 825637

.DOG Gmud
GROOMING

Contact Katrina
at The Dog Bar

for all your grooming needs

07757 836 805

Programme will also help
with Par Equity’s follow-
on investment activity,
ensuring that the portfolio
receives the capital it needs
to reach critical milestones.
The Par Investor Network,
with nearly 200 members,
invests alongside the Par
EIS Fund to create a distinct,
operationally focused
investment model where
professional investors and
experienced business angels
add value to businesses
throughout the investment
lifecycle.

The announcement comes
as Par Equity completes a
£1.6m investment into EC-
OG, drawing on the pledged
capital from the Regional
Angels Programme  for
the first time. EC-OG has
launched Halo, a subsea
power  hub, providing
efficient, autonomous
energy management for
subsea applications. The
company leverages its
proprietary technology
with deep sector expertise
to service customers at
a fraction of the cost of
incumbent subsea power
solutions. The investment
will support a scale-up
phase for the business,
creating up to 40 jobs in
Aberdeen over the coming
12 months.

_For S|

“ALL SORTS” Charity Shop
next to St. Clare’s Church Hall
is open 10.00am to 1.00pm
every Tuesday, Thursday and
Saturday. Every penny made
from my sales will continue
to be donated to good causes.
The shop is run and funded
solely by Godfrey Bennett who
would like to thank all his many
supporters. Shop Closed Until
Further Notice.

SET OF 4 woods “Vitalite”
with bowls bag and measure.
£50 ono. Tel 01325 321750
KNITTING machine, Toyota
KS901 with lace carriage, £50
ono. Tel 01325 321750
FRENCH NOVA trailer tent for
sale. £500. Tel 07917 479070
NEW double divan with
Damask mattress, delivery
arranged, £125. Tel 07789
113343.

FREE well rotted manure. Tel
01325312116 or 07526 387783

|
PR Company
Supporting

Charities
A north east PR and
marketing  agency  has

launched an initiative to
help businesses share their
great news while supporting
charities through the
Coronavirus crisis.

Harvey & Hugo Ltd will
donate 20 per cent from the
fee of all new Pay-as-Hugo
PR and marketing services
to a charity of the clients’
choice.

This follows the
announcement from
Chancellor Rishi Sunak of
a £750 million package to
keep struggling charities
afloat during the pandemic.

Managing Director,
Charlotte Nichols said: “I
found it really upsetting to
hear the plight of charities
across the country, but
especially those in my home
region of the North East,
so I'd decided I wanted
to do something to help
before the Government’s
announcement last week.
Even though charities will
benefit from the rescue
package, there are many
organisations that still need

support.
“As  former PR and
marketing  director  for

Wag & Company North
East Friendship Dogs, 1
understand how challenging
funding can be for charities
so by offering a simple
solution we hope to make a
small difference.”

Pay-as-Hugo is the contract-
free arm of the Darlington-

based  business which
offers ad-hoc marketing
and PR services from
email campaigns, blogs

and press releases to social
media, graphic design and
animation.

Charlotte continued: “Times
are tough for all businesses
at the moment, but great
brands will build their
equity during crises such
as these, so it’s vital not to
neglect your marketing.
“Pay-as-Hugo was created
in the recession of 2009 with
the aim of being simple, cost
effective and contract-free,
meaning every business
has access to our services
regardless of budget.”

For more information,
contact info@
harveyandhugo.com or call
01325 486666.

Soduko (Easy, difficulty rating 0.40)

Accommodatior

HOUSE TO RENT
Now available.

3  bedroom house in
Guthrum Place,
Aycliffe.

Contact Langdale Estates
on 01388 810500 for more
information.
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Local Pest
Control

Dear Sir,

Can you please
residents of  Newton
Aycliffe that Pestguard,
based in Newton Aycliffe,
has now re-started pest
control activities  after
receiving clearance and
key worker status from
government ministers to

inform

carry on.
We want to assure
customers  that  social
distancing will be
implemented at ALL

TIMES for the duration
of any call out. We ask
customers to please help
with any social distancing
requests.

We are in unprecedented
times, and not knowing
how long the lockdown will
continue, or for how long
social distancing will effect

us . . . we must stay safe at
all times.
The rat population has

increased over the past
few months as people
will already be aware
and we are receiving a lot
of calls from customers
saying they have rats in
there gardens, garage, and
even bathrooms. We ask
residents to be mindful of
storage of waste in there
bins, keep lids closed, do
not overfill so that the lids
do not close, any overfill
WILL attract rodents, and
if you have to use plastic
bags for excess waste,
please store it in a safe
place until bin clearance
teams call to collect. Please
call a pest controller if you
encounter a rat problem.
We are also receiving calls
about wasp nests in walls,
these are MASON BEES
not wasps, and as such, are
harmless. There is also the
ground bee called MINOR
BEES, again these are
harmless - please do not
kill these bees, they will
not sting you.

There is also the hover fly,
looks like a sort of wasp/
bee that hovers motionless
in the air, which I know
people will have seen in
their gardens over the past
few weeks, these are fly’s,
not bees or wasps and are
totally harmless.

I ask people to stay safe,
stay at home and help
protect lives.

Brian Sowerby

Pestguard

01325 301063

or 07790 732089

www.newtonnews.co.uk

OFFSTAGE BUT
NOT OFFLINE

Darlington Hippodrome
offers online dance and
drama classes for young
people and adults.
Darlington Hippodrome
is running regular online
dance and drama classes
available to young people
and adults in a move to keep
people active in body, mind
and spirit during this period
of social distancing.
Hippodrome Youth Theatre
sessions are tailored to
specific age groups and
explore a range of theatre
techniques and  styles.
Sessions start with warm
up games and exercises to
engage the creativity of
the group and encourage
teamwork and focus and
then move on to explore
specific theatre skills and
performance work. Sessions
are broken down to three
age groups — 7 to 10 years
on Mondays from 3.30pm
to 5pm, 10 to 13 years on
Thursdays from 3.30pm
to 5pm and 13+ years on
Thursdays from Spm to
6.30pm.

Run in partnership with
The D Project, Hippodrome
Youth  Dance  sessions
include Mix It Up Dance for
ages 7-11, Contemporary
Dance and an open Ballet
and Body Conditioning
session for ages 9+.

As well as being aimed
at existing members of
the Hippodrome’s Youth
Theatre and Youth Dance,
these online classes are also
open to new participants on
a donate what you decide
basis —as part of the booking
process, individuals will be
given the option to donate
to the Hippodrome’s A
Place For Everyone fund,
an initiative with the aim
of opening up theatre to
audiences, practitioners and

performers, regardless of
social, physical or economic
barriers.

Adults are also encouraged
to get involved online with
new Adult Dance Fitness
sessions. These will be fun
movement and exercise
sessions to music aimed
at maintaining stamina,
strength and flexibility
whilst keeping spirits high!
The first session will take
place over Zoom on Tuesday
28 April at 7.30pm.

To sign up for any of the
theatre, dance or fitness
sessions please visit the
Take Part page of the
Hippodrome website www.
darlingtonhippodrome.
co.uk
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Delivery Programmes for
Shielded Residents Supported
by Council’s Food Parcels

Staff at a North East council
are being redeployed to help
those in the community who
are most vulnerable during
the Coronavirus outbreak.
Durham County Council’s
staff have been preparing
food boxes to assist their
Community Hubs in making
sure essential items are
reaching vulnerable residents
who cannot leave their homes
due to risk of catching the
virus.

The initiative has been
created to provide support
when other large-scale plans,
such as the Government’s
food distribution programme
and priority slots  for
supermarket deliveries,
are not available to some
vulnerable residents.

It will run alongside other
schemes such as the council’s
Welfare Assistance scheme,
local shops and restaurants
doing deliveries, and other
local schemes ran by partner

organisations and  food
banks.
In response to residents

coming through Community
Hubs in need of food,
redeployed council staff have
been preparing boxes which

Let them know you are thinking about them

Paul Howell MP

mMember of Parliament
for Sedgefield

[ProTECT THE V103

W save lives

paul.howell. mp[}parllament org.uk
Telephone: 0207 219 1599
Mobile: 07464 898442

with a PhotoAd in the Newton News

Photoads and all other personal advertising can be placed at:
our office at: NEWTON PRESS
Blue Bridge Centre, Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6DS

Adverts can also be placed online at www.newtonnewsads.co.uk

or via email directly to paul@newtonnews.co.uk

SMALL PHOTOAD £2500 (Photo and up to 20 words)
LARG E PHOTOAD £40.00 (Photo and up to 30 words)

Extras words are charged at 30p per word. Photographs can be collected from Newton Press offices
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after publication and are held on file for six months. Please ensure all copy is written clearly.

are then distributed to pick
up points for Hub operatives
to collect and deliver to those
in need.

Over 900 food boxes have
been prepared so far to assist
Community Hubs across the
county and will be delivered
to those who have contacted
the hub and need help
accessing essentials.

The boxes contain enough
food and supplies to last one
person for around a week
and will replace the need for
some shopping arrangements
currently in place with the
Community Hub.

Community Hub staff
will deliver to people’s
homes following previous

arrangements set up and,

following  the  existing
process, will include
charging for the parcels

in  circumstances where
residents simply need access
to food and essential supplies
and cannot leave their home.
Cllr Angela Surtees, Cabinet
member for social inclusion,
said: “It is vitally important
that during the Coronavirus
outbreak we all work as a
team to support shielded
populations and vulnerable
residents who cannot leave
home even to access basic
supplies.

“While a large majority
of residents have friends,
family or neighbours who
can support them in getting
the essentials they need,
there are those who will have
to rely on the government
distribution programme and
other schemes which are
actively delivering essentials,
food supplies and meals on a

large scale.

“This food box initiative
is not a blanket delivery
programme, but has been
created asaresponsiveservice
to complement the fantastic
work of our Community
Hubs in supporting shielded
populations on a large scale.
“Our staff are working
tirelessly to make sure
residents who are most at
risk do not run out of the
items they need during this
uncertain time.”

TRE LITTLE
f-BUDDR.R

%‘;l"%-)“Settle is such a nice word, isn’tit?”’

Settle is such a nice word . . .
Settle is a comforting word;

isn’t it?

it’s sort of warm and

welcoming. Settling in or settling down, relaxing and going
with the flow. No hassle or aggravation, just going along to
get along. Of course every light word casts a shadow and
settle is no different. Settle can also have a hard edge to it
when we take it upon ourselves to settle a score, to punish
and get even, or restore a sense of natural balance.

Settle is also a word to hide behind when selfishness wants
to appear reasonable. It can hide a victim mentality when
we are willing to settle for less than we deserve. Settle can
imply a willingness to take what we can get at any price,
and settling always goes for less than more.

Sometimes settling is the easy option and when we lack
self worth or self esteem settling will always seem like a
bargain to those who have no idea of their true worth.
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Georgie
Stokes
Died 5th May 2015

A devoted Husband
of Joy-Marie.
Your love and all
our special memories
I treasure.
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Obituaﬂi”

James Kavanagh
Newton Aycliffe

24th April, Suddenly but
peacefully at home after a
long illness.

James, aged 88 years.
Dearly loved Husband
of Maria; much loved
Dad of Mary, Bernadette,
Catherine, Fiona and
Mandy; a dear Father-in-
Law, Grandad and Great-
Grandad.

Sadly missed by all
his family and many
friends. Due to current
circumstances a private
family funeral will take
place at Wear Valley
Crematorium on Monday
11th May at 1.30pm.

Rest In Peace.
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PhotoAds are suitable for
any announcement and are

preserved forever on our website
www.newtonnews.co.uk

We are currently working on an
archive site which will bring you
ALL the past issues of the Newton

News as far back as 1948!
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QUEEN’S AWARD
FOR CRAFTERS

Sara Davies said: “The
Queen’s Awards for
Enterprise are extremely
coveted, prestigious
accolades. Only a small
selection of  businesses

are fortunate enough to
receive a Queen’s Award,
so to be awarded one
for international trade is
incredible and is testament
to the hard work of our
team.

“Crafter’s Companion has
grown on a phenomenal
scale throughout the past
few years and we have made
exceptional developments
when it comes to
international trade, so much
so that our international
sales have now overtaken
that of our UK business.
“When trying to break
international markets, it’s
vital to know the market
inside and out and knowing
your customers in these
geographical areas is key.
We have been successful in
growing our international
business because we have
established a strong brand

identity and with that,
a loyal customer base
and sense of community
amongst our shoppers.
“Our products are
innovative, they break
the mould and we have
produced many ‘firsts’ for
the market. Many of our
product development team
are crafters in their spare
time and therefore are able
to create new ranges with
crafters in mind.

“This year has been very
strange and uncertain for
so many businesses. I am
so thankful that I work
with an amazing group of
people who carry the best
interests of the company at
heart and do everything that
they possibly can to see it
succeed.

“Winning a Queen’s
Enterprise Award is a
fantastic honour, especially
when you consider the
calibre of companies who
have received one in the
past, so the fact that we have
won our own award is very
welcome news.”

GUARDING AGAINST
CORONAVIRUS SCAMS

The region’s biggest
council is issuing an extra
word of warning about
scams prompted by the
coronavirus outbreak that
may be targeting vulnerable
people.

Durham County Council’s
trading standards team is
advising residents to be
wary of coronavirus based
scams during the uncertain
time.

Whilst the message to be
wary carries across the
whole of the UK, residents
in County Durham are
being offered advice and
support from the council.
A coronavirus scam
advice page has been set
up, helping point out what
residents should look out
for to avoid becoming a
victim.

Guidance includes warning

against advertisements
for wvirus testing Kits,
vaccines and  miracle

cures. Unofficial shopping
and medical collection

services, as well as home

OFFICE / svoNev

HOUSE

UNITS

TO LET E‘“ a (({((t'{q“uil_. 2

Office comes with:

—

¥

e Secure Private Access °
e 24 Hour Access
e Multiple Electric Points e
e New Ceilings
e No Rates Chargeable- o
e |nternet and Telephone Ready
e Communal Kitchen and Toilet Facilities
e 24 Hour CCTV Security in Operation

From 42m? (500ft?) to 89m? (958ft?)

For more information contact Stuart on 01325 300212

Fully refurbished offices now available to let in an eco-friendly
building. Located at the entrance to Aycliffe Business Park on St.
Cuthberts Way (old Newton Press building), easy access to A1M.

Private Lockable Door
Parking

LED Lighting

Eco Friendly Heating
Fitted Carpets

* Subject to small business relief

cleaning services, are also
highlighted as deserving
extra caution.

See Durham County
Council’s advice page:
www.durham.gov.uk/
covid-scams

Joanne Waller, head of
community protection with
Durham County Council,
said: “In these challenging
times for legitimate
businesses, sadly there is a
criminal element seeking
to exploit people’s concerns
and anxieties which may
result in making hasty
decisions and falling victim
to scams and frauds.

“We would urge all residents
of County Durham to be on
their guard and mindful of
scams which may target
them at this time and follow
the advice we are providing.
“If someone claims to
represent the council or a
charity, ask them for ID. Be
suspicious of requests for
money up front. If someone
attempts  to  pressurise
you into accepting a
service, they are unlikely
to be genuine. Check with
family and friends before
accepting offers of help if
you are unsure.”

The National Fraud
Intelligence Bureau
(NFIB) has analysed 509
reports of scams related
to coronavirus with total
losses by those targeted of
£1.6 million. In addition
to council guidance,
the following scams are
highlighted by the NFIB.
Agencies advising
recipients that they have
been fined £250 for leaving
their home twice in one day
during the lockdown period
or from HMRC requesting
bank details to process a tax
relief payment.

Phishing, which can take
the form of an email that
contains a  malicious
attachment, giving
criminals access to banking
details, usernames and
passwords or a text with a
link to a website.

Doorstep crime related
to coronavirus includes
substandard facemasks,
antibacterial hand gels and
other products being sold at
an inflated price.

A more worrying
development has  been
reports of criminals posing
as NHS staff, offering
vaccines which they claim
will protect people from
contracting  coronavirus.
A vaccine has not yet been
developed and will never be
offered to members of the
public on their doorsteps.
If someone knocks at your
door offering any of these
services, please do not
engage as they are scams.
If downloading any
software to connect with
friends and family, it is
advised that people make
sure this is from a reputable
source and not from a link
on a social media site or
from an email and do not
supply any bank details at
the point of download.
Residents are urged to
report any scams they may
be targeted by to Action
Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or
online at www.actionfraud.
police.uk/

Advice regarding scams is
available from the Citizens
Advice Consumer Helpline
on 0808 223 1133. An online
scam helper tool is available
to check if something might
be a scam at https:/www.
citizensadvice.org.uk/
consumer/scams/check-
if-something-might-be-a-
scam/

Residents can also protect
themselves and  their
community by becoming
a Friend Against Scams.

Friends Against Scams
is a National Trading
Standards Scams Team

initiative which aims to
protect and prevent people
from becoming victims
of scams by empowering
people to take a stand
against  scams. WWW.
FriendsAgainstScams.org.
uk/elearning/durham

Durham BRASS
Festival Cancelled

An  international = music
festival has been cancelled as
part of the ongoing national
effort to reduce the spread of
Coronavirus.

Durham BRASS was due
to take place across County
Durham this summer, with
ten days of live gigs, open air
concerts, street parties and
school performances set to
entertain people of all ages
between 10 and 19 July.
Organiser Durham County
Council has been closely
following Government
guidelines in response to the
pandemic and is regularly
reviewing its 2020 festival
and events programme as the
situation evolves.

This week, the local authority
made the regrettable but
necessary decision to cancel
BRASS. The decision
follows the cancellation of
a number of other council-
run events, including Bishop
Auckland Food Festival,
Durham Adventure Festival
and Seaham Food Festival.
Last year, more than
40,000 people experienced
Durham BRASS, boosting
the county’s economy by
hundreds of thousands of
pounds and introducing new
audiences to 2lst century
brass music from around the
world.

Cllr Joy Allen, the council’s

Cabinet member for
transformation, culture and
tourism, said: “BRASS has
been delighting audiences
of all ages for more than
a decade and has helped
put County Durham on the
cultural map, so we are sorry
it can not go ahead this year.

“It is vital we follow the
Government’s social
distancing guidelines and
our main priority is the
health our communities,
visitors, musicians, partners,
sponsors, festival staff, and
volunteers.

“BRASS is all about bringing
people together, both in terms
of our international line up of
musicians and our wonderful
Big Brass Bash parties.
Sadly, this is just not possible
this year. However, we know
how uplifting music can be,
especially during difficult
times like these, and we will
continue to spread the joy of
BRASS through our social
media channels until we can
all get together again.”

For more information about
how to look after your
mental health and wellbeing,
visit www.durham.gov.uk/
covidl9mentalhealth

To find out more about
BRASS and to stay up to date
with the latest festival news,
visit www.brassfestival.
co.uk

Durham Christian
Partnership Update

Over the Ilast number
of weeks I have had the
privilege of seeing, at first
hand, the unselfish and
dedicated resolve of our
staff and volunteers from
all over the region, and I
can only describe you all as
truly amazing. I make no
apologies for saying each
week that I thank God for
you all because I not only
see what is happening on
the front line, as it were,
but also see what goes on
behind the scenes to keep
things going. Without
you, our amazing staff
and volunteers, staunch
supporters, donors and not
least, the Grace of God,
we could not function as
we do. We are appearing
to be moving towards the
peak of the outbreak here
in our country so may I

ask that you continue to be
vigilant in all that you do
and please stay safe as we
edge towards better times.
Again, I would encourage
us all to pray this weekend
for our families and
friends, our organisation
and also for those we are
helping because, many of
whom, are encountering
severe difficulties.

Psalm 125:

1 They that trust in the
LORD shall be as mount
Zion, which cannot be
removed, but abideth for
ever.

2 As the mountains are
round about Jerusalem, so
the LORD is round about
his people from henceforth
even for ever.

I thank God for you all
Glenn Jones

Chairman
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Garolla con s a lol of space
inskde your garage. Rolls up
vrtically Into & box, Takes only
B inches of headroom! Opens
vertically &0 you can park
chrse to the Goor Remotely
ageEny close the GARSEE Even
Troam bivsbde your car.
Acoustic & Tharmal
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Brush Sealed Ralls
Py on Complation
Two Remote Controls

18 Colgurs Available

LIMITED OFFER - was £1354

THERMALLY INSULATED ELECTRIC GARAGE C

NOW ODNLY £895 e wr & FULL FITTING

. 01325 930 238

MADE TO MEASURE, CALL US MNOW|

07537 149 128

Fhone Lines Open 7 Days a Week
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DENGAL IOUNGE

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

Free Delivery on Orders £10+
10% Off Collections
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BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £9.95

Available Thursday only

e Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad
* Any Appetiser e Any Main Course e Any Rice or Nan

(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions apply

DINE IN
WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY
BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £10.95

Per Person

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326




