
     Telephone: 01325 789589
OPENING TIMES: 8.30am-5.30pm Monday-Friday

8.30am-1.00pm Saturday
SPECIALISTS IN NEW TYRES

Servicing, MoT’s, Exhausts, Batteries, Brakes, Clutches,
Suspensions, Welding, Timing Belts and Diagnostics

ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN
No Job Too Big or Small, Give our Friendly Team a Call

Unit E460F Woodham Road, Aycliff e Business Park
Newton Aycliff e, Co. Durham DL5 6HT

01325 789589  -  Email: ayc-auto@hotmail.com

LOW PRICES ON NEW
• Doors • Windows • Conservatories •
• Porches • Guttering • Facias •
• Soffits • Brickwork • Door Canopies •

We also complete all aspects of
repair work on:  • Misted Units •
• Broken Locks • Leaks •

For a sensible, no obligation quotation
07816 675935 anytime or 304286 after 6pm

THE WINDOW GUYTHE WINDOW GUY
DOOR
SALE

NOW ON

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

Bengal Lounge

THALI NIGHT
TUESDAY NIGHTS ONLY
ONLY £11.95

DINE IN

Scooters from £295

Adjustable Beds from £595

• Wheelchairs, Bath Lifts and Stair Lifts
• No Obligation, FREE Home Demonstration
• Servicing and Repairs (at your home)

Lift Recline Chairs from £495

M.V. MOBILITY
MOBILE SHOWROOM
Part exchange welcome, written details on request

Call Michael on 01325 931032
or 0191 484 6172
Established 2003

Bedroom
Image

Sliding Wardrobes
Manufactured in our Newton Aycliffe Factory

www.bedrooomimage.co.uk
Visit our new studio at:

24 Cockerton Green, Darlington DL3 9EU

Telephone (01325) 464100
or

Middlesbrough and Washington
Telephone 0191 417 9174

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

Fault Finding / Repairs Qualifi ed Electrician
Extra Lights and Sockets Reliable Service
New Fuse Boards / Alarms Tidy Work
Rewires   Free Quote
Landlord Inspections  Satisfaction Guaranteed

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • 01388 772671  |  30-31 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7JJ • 01325 463303
Also 
available in leather

ELECTRIC and MANUAL
R EC L IN E R  SU I T E S

Park right outside our showroom 
and shop at your leisure!

OVER 20 IN STOCK 
FOR

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

Newton News, Blue Bridge Centre, St. Cuthberts Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co Durham DL5 6DS  -  Tel: 01325 300212
Editor: paul@newtonnews.co.uk  •  Advertising: paul@newtonnews.co.uk

Incorporating “The Newtonian” - Aycliffe’s Community Newspaper

www.newtonnews.co.uk - No. 1 website for local news

Aycliffe Radio working in partnership with Newton News
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk

First Published in 1948 and still FREEFriday 17th April 2020

‘‘e truly independent family company caring for your needs’

T: 01325 318600  (24hr)

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you through those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

Cobblers Hall Village Centre
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

Tel: (01325) 319519
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‘‘e truly independent family company caring for your needs’

T: 01325 318600  (24hr)

Private Chapels of Rest

Surtees House
Hilton Road
Newton Aycli� e DL5 6EN

� e truly independent family company caring for your needs

T: 01325 318600 (24 hour)

•  UPVC Windows and Doors  •
•  Conservatories  •

•  Composite Doors  •
•  Bi-Folding Doors  •

Telephone 01325 468222
Email: info@bespoke-windows.co.uk

SPECIAL OFFER:
Five Windows

+ One Door
£2880 inc. VAT

Supportive health and 
wellbeing charity the 
Pioneering Care Partnership 
(PCP), has been working hard 
behind the scenes this past 
month to aid the NHS and 
the region-wide community 
responses to COVID-19 
(Coronavirus). 
During this challenging time 
PCP teams have adapted 
quickly to offer a wide 
range of support to ensure 
that vital local services can 
effectively meet the needs of 
our communities. Many of 
our dedicated staff members 
have been redeployed and are 

working seven days a week to 
support vulnerable people and 
those who are ‘shielding’ to 
ensure they receive essentials 
and to help them to access key 
information and advice. Our 
Healthwatch teams, covering 
5 local authority areas, 
continue to provide vital 
information and signposting 
and we continue to make 
donations to local Foodbanks 
and provide virtual support 
through our numerous social 
media platforms. 
In Newton Aycliffe we were 
sad to close the doors of the 
Pioneering Care Centre to 

the general public, but have 
been working with Jubilee 
Medical Practice to repurpose 
some areas of the Centre to 
provide a safe clinical space 
for COVID-19 assessments 
or treatment for those 
who don’t require hospital 
admission. Enabling the 
space to continue to be used 
in line with PCP’s charitable 
mission of Health, Wellbeing 
and Learning for All. 
The organisations’ Chief 
Executive Carol Gaskarth 
said, “Working in partnership 
to complement the 
community response is a key 
element of PCP’s approach to 
supporting people during this 
worrying time. The majority 
of our staff are working from 
home and I am very proud 
of the resilience shown by 
those who are providing 
direct support to people in 
immediate need and distress.  
Being friendly, supportive and 
making a difference are pillars 
of how we work with local 
people; these values have 
been demonstrated even more 
acutely during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Our offices may 
be temporarily closed, but we 
will be back as soon as we can 
and we will be ready to help 
with the recovery efforts. In 
the meantime, I urge people 
to continue to show kindness 
and compassion to those 
who are trying to keep us all 
safe and healthy, look after 
your wellbeing and please 
#stayhomestaysafe.

PCP Here for Local 
People and Communities
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124 Recovery Company
Vehicles, Recruiting and Display

1407 Squadron Air Cadets
Drill Display and Recruiting

102 Battalion REME
Vehicles, Recruiting and Display

FREE HATS
AND
FLAGS
(while stocks last)

* Vintage Vehicles
* Singalong with Jenna
* Bagpipes at 1pm & 3pm
* MP & Mayor Visit
* Ice Cream / Face Painter
* Vintage Vehicles

Jenna Highfield
1940’s Singer and Entertainer

Sat., 15th August 2020
11.00am to 4.00pm

Aycliffe Town Centre

201 Field Hospital
Medical Treatment Facility Display

What’s Happening:Local Armed Forces displays all day11am - Aycli� e Radio11.30am - Jenna High� eld12pm - Aycli� e Radio12.30pm - Jenna High� eld1pm - Mayor Arrives + Piper1.15pm - Aycli� e Radio1.30pm - 1407 Cadets Drill2pm - Jenna High� eld2.30pm - Aycli� e Radio3pm - Piper Plays “Battle O’er”3.15pm - Jenna High� eld3.45pm - Aycli� e Radio

75th ANNIVERSARY

VE/VJ Day Celebration

The country needs – and 
is relying – on UK farmers 
more than ever before to 
do what they do best and 
continue feeding the nation 
during these unprecedented 
times. 
Today, the British Farming 
Awards launches to salute the 
fantastic work taking place 
across UK agriculture.
Back for its eighth year, 
the 2020 event is brought 
to you by AgriBriefing, the 
parent company of Farmers 
Guardian, Arable Farming 
and Dairy Farmer, and is 
supported by Morrisons.
Celebrating the 
innovative, determined 
and extraordinary farmers 
across all sectors, the British 
Farming Awards showcase 
the diversity and adaptability 
of the UK’s farming 
community, no matter the 
size or scale of their business.
Alongside farming’s core 
sectors – dairy, beef, sheep, 
arable and machinery – 
there is also recognition in 
other valued groups such 
as family farms, students, 
new entrants, new agri-
technology and the huge 
number of diversifications, 
which are now so crucial to 
many businesses.
Sophie Throup, Morrisons 
Head of Agriculture, said: 
““In these unprecedented 
times, we would like to thank 
and celebrate the work of 
British farmers and growers 
who are helping to feed the 
nation.
“At Morrisons, we have 
always valued British 
farming and being able to 

buy products directly from 
farms for our stores and the 
many food banks who rely 
on us is now more important 
than ever.
“So, whatever form these 
awards take this year, it’s 
still a good time to pause 
and acknowledge the effort, 
innovation and skills which 
go into providing food 
farmed to high standards that 
we all enjoy.”
Farmers Guardian Editor, 
Ben Briggs, said: “Ensuring 
the country does not go 
hungry is what British 
farming has always done and 
this spring, in the midst of 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
it is their efforts which will 
keep families fed and retail 
shelves full.
“But while the nation’s 
attention may have switched 
to where its food comes 
from, for most farmers that 
core objective of producing 
healthy, nutritious food has 
always been key.
“Agriculture has always 
been a vibrant and crucially 
important sector and the 
British Farming Awards 
has always sought to shine 
a light on the innovation, 
determination and excellence 
that makes our proud 
industry tick.
“We are pleased to welcome 
our sponsors and thank them 
for showing support of our 
British farmers.”
The closing date for entries is 
June 26.
For more information on 
applying or to nominate 
an individual visit www.
britishfarmingawards.co.uk

BRITISH FARMING 
AWARDS 2020

Little Millie struggles 
to understand why she 
couldn’t go to nursery and 
see her friends, so mum 
writes book to help her 
understand.
When Lockdown first 
started Millie found it 
really hard, the three-
year-old couldn’t see her 
friends at nursery or her 
grandparents, so her mum 
wrote a book to help her 
understand. The book has 
been released digitally 
for other parents whose 
young children might 
be struggling. You can 
download it for free from: 
https://jilly-keast.wixsite.
com/jillianjohnstonarts
Jillian Johnston, the 
author is a local Artist 
and Teacher, she lives in 
Newton Aycliffe, County 
Durham and works for 

The Auckland Project 
as a Learning Officer. 
“I have always wanted 
to write a book and this 
was something I felt was 
important.
I thought that other 
parents could benefit from 
the story in the same way 
that Millie has, it might 
cheer them up abit - its 
tricky being inside a lot 
with little ones.
The story gives activity 
ideas as well as explaining 
the virus in very simple 
terms for young children. 
Millie loves the story; she 
loves seeing herself and 
her brother in the pages.”
A paper back version of 
the book will be released 
next week available to 
buy on Amazon and an 
ebook is now available to 
buy on Amazon. The book 
is also available as a free 
download from Jillian’s 
website. All profits will 
be given to a charity of 
Millie’s choice.
https://jilly-keast.wixsite.
com/jillianjohnstonarts
h t t p s : //w w w. a m a z on .
co.uk/Can-outside-play-
No t -To d ay- e b o ok /d p /
B086V118D6/ref=sr_1_1?
dchild=1&keywords=jillia
n+johnston&qid=1586798
956&sr=8-1

Local Mum Writes 
Book for Daughter 
During Lockdown The organisers of a cancelled County 

Durham festival have launched a virtual 
food festival for the 2020 traders who could 
not trade at this year’s event, aiming to 
support local businesses through Covid-19.
Durham County Council’s annual Bishop 
Auckland Food Festival, originally 
scheduled to take place on 18 and 19 April, 
was cancelled in response to government 
guidance on Coronavirus.
However, a range of exciting street food, 
tempting tipples and indulgent cakes and 
desserts are all still on the menu thanks 
to the new directory. With the nation in 
lockdown, and food events cancelled across 
the county, many of the festival’s producers 
are offering special discounts and deliveries 
direct to people’s homes. 
Foodie fans can view details of all the 
tasty treats on offer, at https://www.
bishopaucklandfoodfestival.co.uk/support-
our-traders/
From local cheeses, baked breads and vegan 
bakes, to spicy sauces, delicious chocolates 
and macarons, the website showcases the 
very best of the region’s produce.
Examples of some of the great virtual festival 
initiatives include an April-long discount 
from Calders Kitchen, which is offering a 
mixed box of any three handmade piccalillis 
for £10, plus a 20 per cent discount off all 
online purchases; and street food company 
Hogs N Chix which is offering its delicious 
hog roast as frozen meals with contactless 
delivery.
Sarah England of Hogs N Chix, said: “We 
are a local family business, we will miss 
Bishop Auckland Food Festival, it is the 
highlight of our year. We created the Yorkie 
Wrap especially for the Festival in 2016, we 
are devastated that we can’t be there to trade 
this year 
“Like lots of traders we are having to 
diversify and have come up with a unique 
menu aimed at people that are socially 
isolating, including individuals and also 
pensioner portions. It is important to still 
have healthy delicious food and we are 
delivering to their homes, with contactless 
delivery and contactless payment.
“We leave the food on the doorstep and 
make sure the food is picked up before 
leaving, all at a safe distance.  This is an 
absolutely fabulous idea and initiative by 
Bishop Auckland Food Festival to help 
small traders in these difficult times. We 
appreciate it, as a lot of small business will 
struggle and may not come out the other 
side. Based in Durham, we are delivering 
across the North East including DH, DL, 
TS, SR and NE postcodes.”
For those with a sweet tooth, The Hedgehog 
Bakery is creating postal treat boxes of 

Virtual Food Festival 
Supports Region’s Traders

six items, including a brownie, a blondie, 
a rocky road, a slice of tiffin and a cookie, 
which can be posted nationwide. Burtree 
Puddings’ new ‘care packages’, which can 
be delivered throughout the UK, make the 
perfect gift for family and friends who are 
self-isolating, and include fabulous sticky 
puddings, delicious tea loaves and famous 
flapjack.
Lea Darling of Burtree Puddings said: “I 
think what Bishop Auckland Food Festival 
is doing for the traders is fantastic. It is a 
huge event in our calendar and our most 
local. We are so sad that it cannot run this 
year. We, like other traders, are working 
hard to keep business running with the 
current coronavirus pandemic putting a stop 
to all our events we had planned and lots of 
people stuck at home in isolation. 
“We wanted to be able to provide something 
that people could send to their love ones to 
put a smile on their face. We have created 
care packages for one, two or four people 
and these have a mixture of our delicious 
puddings, cakes and flapjacks. We have had 
fantastic feedback so far and really hope we 
are doing our bit to bring some joy to people 
who are stuck at home during this difficult 
time. One customer commented ‘you 
are bridging a lonely gap in my life with 
loveliness, it’s at times like this that people 
like you play an important part in the life of 
strangers’.”
Cllr Joy Allen, Durham County Council’s 
Cabinet member for transformation, culture 
and tourism, said: “Bishop Auckland Food 
Festival is the region’s biggest food event 
and a key date in the foodie calendar. With 
this year’s festival cancelled, we wanted 
to make sure we do everything we can to 
support our fabulous traders. 
“Last year more than 29,000 people attended, 
so we’re hoping that these same people will 
take advantage of the great initiatives, offers 
and services traders are working on to help 
keep their businesses busy during this tough 
time. I’d encourage everyone who can to 
order incredible produce, either online or 
over the phone, to enjoy at home and support 
our local producers.”

A national trade body is 
keeping a watch on pest 
issues after a survey revealed 
a significant spike in rat and 
mice activity.
51% of pest professionals 
polled by the British Pest 
Control Association (BPCA) 
have reported an increase 
in rat activity, while 41% 
reported an increase in mice 
activity since lockdown 
restrictions were put in place 
by the Government. 
According to BPCA, empty 
buildings, deserted streets 
and reduced footfall provide 
an ideal opportunity for 
rodents to thrive across 
the UK, with rats and mice 
seemingly becoming bolder, 
braver and more innovative in 
finding food and shelter in the 
shutdown. 
Natalie Bungay, BPCA 
Technical Officer, said: 
“We’ve had reports of rats 
and mice infesting empty 
buildings and it seems 
their lifestyle patterns are 

changing. Rats in particular 
are also becoming more 
visible in areas of population.
“With less footfall across 
cities and towns there is less 
associated food waste being 
left in bins and on the floor. 
As a result, rat populations 
are likely to move further 
afield to satisfy their need 
for a food source and this, in 
turn, is likely to cause more 
sightings. By nature, rats 
will also try to avoid humans 
directly and so, with less of us 
walking the streets, they may 
be getting a little bolder and 
possibly be seen in areas they 
normally wouldn’t.” 
Members of the BPCA are 
working behind the scenes 
to ensure the situation is 
managed.
BPCA members are trained, 
qualified and audited to the 
British Standard in Pest 
Management BS EN 16636.
For more information or to 
find a professional company 
visit bpca.org.uk

Surge in Pest Activity 
in Covid-19 Lockdown

WE 
NEED 
YOUR 
HELP



HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?
We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.

Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£49.00 inc VAT (per will) and Free Home Visit

During the day or evening
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE

PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

 Members of the Society of Will Writers
 F.Inst.PA (Qualifi ed Paralegal)

IT SUPPORT & 
NETWORK SECURITY

TELECOMS  |  SECURITY
DEVELOPMENT

lucidgrp.co.uk
01325 582121  hi@lucidgrp.co.uk
Blue Bridge Centre, Horndale Ave, Newton Aycliffe,DL5 7YR
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HAVE YOU
GOT NEWS
FOR US?

We are always interested
in local news stories.

We like to feature good
news and interesting

items on achievements
& community service

Tel: Paul
01325 300212

or paul@newtonnews.co.uk

A family firm, est. 1891 

01325 465 647 
24 hours, day and night 

Our own prepayment plans available 
 

59A Bondgate / Darlington / DL3 7JR 

A North East local authority 
has shown its gratitude to 
hardworking NHS staff 
during the Coronavirus 
crisis, by creating two new 
roadside displays.
Members of Durham 
County Council’s Clean 
and Green Team have 
planted a colourful tribute, 
in a prominent position on 
Sniperley Roundabout, near 
the University Hospital 
of North Durham, using 
surplus flowers from their 
winter stock which would 
otherwise have been 
destined for composting, 
and spare decorative stones.
Staff followed social 
distancing guidelines, 
staying two metres apart, to 
prepare a colourful rainbow 
of primulas, surrounding 
the letters NHS written in 
white stones.
The team has also created a 
second display to thank the 
NHS, using grey and white 
stones, at Bob Hardisty 
Drive in Bishop Auckland, 
a main road which links 
Bishop Auckland Hospital 
to residential areas of 
the town, and close to a 
local medical centre and 

COUNTY WORKERS 
SAY IT WITH FLOWERS

pharmacy.
Graham Cozens, Clean 
and Green Team Leader, 
designed the displays. 
Graham said: “The two 
displays were a positive way 
to use up the spare flowers 
and decorative stones we 
already had available. 
Everyone in the county 
really values the hard work 
and dedication of NHS 
staff, and this seemed like a 

great way to say thank you. 
We know that the gesture 
was appreciated as passing 
ambulance crews were 
sounding their horns whilst 
our teams were creating the 
displays.”
Oliver Sherratt, the 
council’s Head of 
Environment, said: “Our 
staff were keen to create the 
displays to acknowledge 
the excellent work done 
in all areas of the NHS at 
all times, but especially 
during the current Covid-19 
pandemic.
“As well as showing our 
support for the amazing 
key workers, the displays 
are also helping to spread 
some cheer locally and 
we’ve received some 
lovely feedback from 
those residents who are 
still travelling for essential 
purposes, whose journeys 
the flowers brighten.”

The Herbal Gin Company 
is now producing the first 
four of its artisan range of 
gins. Its local owners, Dr 
Colin Scott and Mr Wayne 
Richardson have a passion 
for making delicious gins 
that are unique in taste and 
appearance. Both have an 
interest in the science of gin 
making and especially the 
botanicals involved, which 
has led to a worldwide 
contribution to its recipes.
In this current climate 
of severe restrictions 
this is a story of two 
people launching a new 
business against the tide 
of difficulties that we are 
currently witnessing. 
Conventions are being 
broken, the directors in 
their own fields were used 
to the handling of pressure 
but are now applying these 
hard earned skills to start 
up a new and exciting local 
business against the tide of 
COVID related restrictions 
and limiting factors.
Although currently facing 
supply issues- which has 
reduced the launch product 
range, the four gins being 
marketed currently have 
been enthusiastically 
received by the vanguard of 
gin lovers who have made 

the first purchases. The 
original herbal gin recipe 
has been balanced by a 
spiced gin which is oriental 
in flavour. These first two 
were then bolstered by 
Meditteranean Lemon 
and Herbal Lime flavours 
that are both proving 
particularly popular since 
release. 
Botanicals as diverse as 
eucalyptus and lemongrass 
are being used in a novel 
approach to gin making and 
help to create a flavour that 
is both unique but lasts a 
lot longer on the tastebuds 
than many. This is backed 
up by a quadruple distilled 
process that is digitally 
controlled to allow for the 
smoothest of products with 
a mellowness that is felt to 
rival the best in the business 
and allows for a product 
that can be reproduced time 
and time again.  
More exciting flavours are 
in the pipeline. Raspberry 
and vanilla along with 
smoked orange and also 
rhubarb and ginger with a 
hint of chilli.
If customers go to the 
distillery website www.
theherbalgin.com or its 
Facebook shop and enter 
Discount Code Covid 1910 

LOCAL HERBAL GIN COMPANY 
LAUNCH NEW RANGE

UTC South Durham 
student Ralf Fatoohi has 
launched an online fitness 
shop to help people keep fit 
whilst socially distancing 
and staying at home. The 
website toohfit.com offers a 
variety of fitness equipment 
useful for working out at 
home, including fitness 
electronics, yoga, weights, 
and running equipment and 
supports.
Keeping fit and finding ways 
to exercise at home have 
become widely debated 
topics over the past few 
weeks, with medical experts 
advising the general public 
to exercise regularly to help 
support physical and mental 
wellbeing during the nation-
wide lockdown.
The website is a long-term 
ambition of Ralf’s, who is in 
Year 11 at UTC. However, 
after the government 
announced social distancing 
measures, Ralf found the 
time to design and build the 
online shop. Ralf developed 
the website using many of 
the skills he had learned 
whilst studying at UTC.
Ralf explained how the UTC 
had helped him develop his 
skills: “Before joining UTC, 

UTC STUDENT 
LAUNCHES FITNESS 
WEBSITE TOOHFIT

I felt very inexperienced 
in the E-Commerce field. 
However, when I joined the 
UTC I immediately felt very 
business-driven. UTC’s 
industry partners in the 
field have led me to success, 
and the very supportive yet 
challenging atmosphere at 
the UTC has given me the 
confidence I needed to help 
me follow my dreams of 
owning my own business.”
UTC Principal Tom Dower 
said Ralf “is an exceptional 
young man who embodies 
the qualities UTC aims 
to foster in their students: 
determination, resilience 
and leadership. We’re 
very proud of Ralf and 
we can’t wait to see what 
other amazing things he 
accomplishes in the future!”
Ralf is hoping to expand his 
business in the future: “I’m 
looking to expand the range 
of products available, and 
I’m hoping that my business 
will eventually become a 
worldwide superstore that 
will benefit the lives of 
others.”
Photo: Ralf Fatoohi taking 
part in a team-building 
exercise at UTC South 
Durham in February 2020.

this will generate 10% off 
any online purchase of gin, 
along with free Newton 
Aycliffe and outlying area 
delivery. As an added 
bonus, the customer will 

automatically be added to 
our competition for a Gin 
Making experience (worth 
£380 for 4 people) that will 
be available soon after the 
restrictions are lifted.
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KEEP
YOUR
PROPERTY SAFE

All security solutions undertaken 
such as Grills, Gates, Bars,

Be-Spoke Boxes

Call DBS on 01325 307230
Mobile: Scott 07772 182357

Email: scott@dbs-fabrication.co.uk
Website: www.dbs-fabrication.co.uk

CALL YOUR
LOCAL
POLICE

IN AN EMERGENCY
ALWAYS CALL 999

101
101 is now the number to call when you want 
to contact your local police - when it’s less 
urgent than 999

WHEN SHOULD I CALL 101?
To report less urgent crime or disorder and for 
general police enquiries, for example:
• if your car has been stolen;
• if your property has been damaged;
• when you suspect drug use or dealing;
• to report a minor traffi  c collision;
• to give information about crime in your area;
or
• if you would like to speak to your local police offi  cer

The North East’s largest 
building society has donated 
a vital supply of hand 
sanitiser to communities in 
the Yorkshire Dales after 
partnering with a local 
distillery in response to the 
coronavirus outbreak.
Spirit of Swaledale 
ordinarily makes hand-
crafted gin inspired by 
the dramatic mountains 
and gorges of the Upper 
Swaledale landscape.  
But since the start of the 
coronavirus outbreak, the 
Muker-based distillery has 
added the production of 
hand sanitiser, following 
a recipe approved by the 
World Health Organisation.
Now a supply of the hand 
sanitiser has been bought 
by Newcastle Building 
Society and distributed free 
of charge to the Upper Dales 
community for local people 
to use. The building society, 
which opened a branch in 
Hawes earlier this year, is 
working hard to keep its 
branch network open during 
the outbreak to enable 
customers to make essential 
transactions.  
“We’re pleased to be able to 
do what we can to support 
our communities through 
these difficult times,” said 
Stuart Miller, customer 
director at Newcastle 
Building Society. “Across 
our branch network 
we’re working hard to 
maintain a safe and healthy 
environment and this 
responsibility extends right 
throughout the community.”
“We all know how important 
regular handwashing and 
hand hygiene is at the 
moment. We also know 
that hand sanitiser can be 
very difficult to get hold 

of - especially in more 
rural areas - so we’re 
delighted to be working 
with Spirit of Swaledale to 
make a donation of their 
hand sanitiser to the local 
community.”
A total of 500 bottles of 
hand sanitiser have been 
distributed across the Upper 
Dales, and are available free 
of charge from shops and 
other locations in Hawes, 
Reeth, Gunnerside, Muker 
and Keld.
“We were keen to contribute 
to the effort against the 
coronavirus outbreak and 
help protect the people in 
our community,” said Ian 
Purves, founder of Spirit 
of Swaledale. “Although 
making hand sanitiser is 
a bit of a change from the 
production of gin and rum, 
we were able to follow a 
simple and highly effective 
formula. 
“The challenge has been 
around distribution, so the 
support of both Newcastle 
Building Society and the 
Little White Bus has been 
instrumental in getting the 
finished product to those in 
our community who need it 
most.”
In response to the 
coronavirus outbreak, last 
month the Society also made 
a £100,000 contribution to 
the £1m appeal set up by the 
Tyne and Wear Community 
Foundation for its new 
Coronavirus Recovery and 
Response Fund. 
For more information on 
Newcastle Building Society 
and its commitment during 
the Covid-19 outbreak, visit 
www.newcastle.co.uk or to 
discover more about Spirit 
of Swaledale, visit www.
spirit-of-swaledale.co.uk

Building Society team 
up with Yorkshire 

Dales Distillery
This Easter will be very 
different with families trying 
to stay safe at home in these 
unprecedented times.
But for some, home is not a 
safe place, even without the 
threat of Coronavirus.
The stay at home order will 
cause anxiety for those who 
are experiencing or feel at 

risk of domestic abuse and if 
this is you, we want you to 
know you are not alone and 
we are still here to help.
Domestic abuse is 
unacceptable in any 
situation, no matter what 
stresses someone is under. 
It can be physical, 
psychological, emotional, 
sexual or financial and 
affects one in four women 
and one in six men during 
their lifetime.
If you feel you are at risk 
of abuse or you are worried 
that someone you know is 
experiencing abuse, please 
remember that there is help 
and support available and 
services are open as usual. 
As a force, we continue to 
help victims as normal and 
will be responding to 999 
and 101 calls from victims 
24/7.
If you can’t speak then 
you should use the silent 
solutions service by dialling 
999 and press 5 5.
If you find yourself at an 
immediate risk of domestic 
abuse the message is clear - 
get out of the house and call 
999.
Superintendent Dave 
Ashton, of Durham 
Constabulary’s Safeguarding 
Unit, said: “Domestic abuse 
is not acceptable at any time 
and we want victims to know 
that we are still here and 
ready to help.
“We know the lockdown 
restrictions will be causing 
many victims to worry, 
especially over a bank 
holiday weekend, but we 

cannot stress enough the 
importance of calling 999 or 
reaching out to other agencies 
to seek help – domestic 
abuse is not something you 
have to tolerate.”
We are also teaming up 
with our partner agencies to 
remind people of the many 
organisations and sources of 
extra help and support out 
there for both victims and 
perpetrators who want to 
change their behaviour.
Harbour Support Services 
provide dedicated, specialist 
support to residents of 
County Durham and 
Darlington affected by 
domestic abuse.
This includes adult victims, 
children and young people 
and perpetrators of abuse.  
Anyone can make a self-
referral or contact for advice 
and guidance.
Harbour is open 24/7. 
To contact them call 
03000 202525 or email 
clientservice@myharbour.
org.uk
You can also find information 
on help and support as well 
as signposting for local 
women’s refuges and council 
services for County Durham 
at www.durham.gov.uk/
domesticabuse and for 
Darlington at https://www.
darlington.gov.uk/health-
and-social-care/domestic-
abuse/domestic-and-sexual-
abuse-directory/
Crime can also be 
reported anonymously via 
Crimestoppers on 0800 
555111 or through www.
crimestoppers-uk.org

Unacceptable Domestic Abuse

CPI today announced the 
signing of a Memorandum 
of Understanding with 
Imperial College London, 
laying the groundwork for 
collaboration on a diverse 
range of programmes 
designed to drive economic 
growth in the UK’s 
manufacturing sector. By 
leveraging CPI’s expertise 
and facilities in areas such 
as industrial biotechnology, 
materials technology, 
and pharmaceutical 
manufacturing, the two 
parties will work together 
to further translate the 
College’s world-leading 
research and inventions 
into impactful products and 
services. 
The agreement highlights 
each party’s ambition 
to collaborate on both 
defined technical projects 
and major strategic 
programmes. In addition, 
the organisations will seek 
opportunities to host each 
other’s staff with a series 
of training programmes 
and secondments. This will 
accelerate the transfer of 
complementary scientific 
knowledge and technical 
skills between CPI and 
Imperial.
Imperial College London 
is frequently ranked within 
the top ten universities in the 
world and has a rich history of 
delivering paradigm-shifting 
research, including the 
discovery of penicillin and 
the invention of holography. 
CPI can support the College 
with its expertise in product 
and process development to 
accelerate discoveries made 
on the College lab bench into 
commercial products and 
processes. 
Since its inception in 2004, 
CPI has acted as a bridge 
between academia and 
industry, working alongside 
government and investors 

to de-risk and accelerate the 
translation of bright ideas 
into the marketplace. CPI 
offers advanced facilities for 
developing next-generation 
products and processes 
through its network of 
National Centres, such 
as the National Biologics 
Manufacturing Centre, 
the National Printable 
Electronics Centre, and 
the National Centre for 
Healthcare Photonics. By 
working together with 
world-leading scientists and 
engineers from Imperial 
College London, CPI can 
readily access the latest 
research and apply it to 
industrial processes. 
Professor Nick Jennings, 
Vice-Provost for Research 
and Enterprise at Imperial 
College London, said: “This 
partnership with CPI will 
let us further diversify the 
routes we use to validate and 
develop exciting discoveries 
and inventions across our 
research portfolio. We are 
delighted to be working 
with colleagues at CPI sites 
to deliver impact from our 
research for the benefit of the 
whole UK. The relationship 
has the potential both to 
tackle some of the most 
challenging issues facing 
the UK’s industrial sectors, 
and to develop and inspire 
the next generation of 
innovators.”
Nick Johnson, Commercial 
Director at CPI, said: “We 
are delighted to be forming 
a partnership with one of the 
most renowned academic 
institutions in the UK. This 
relationship will further 
strengthen CPI’s activities 
with the academic sector, 
helping us to deliver on our 
ambition to commercialise 
the best research in the 
UK and enable the UK’s 
manufacturing sector to 
thrive.”

CPI and Imperial 
College Join Forces

Pawprint, the eco start up 
app which aims to unite 
and empower us all in the 
fight against climate change 
has today launched its 
first crowdfund campaign. 
Hosted by Crowdcube and 
seeking investments from 
£10 to £15,000 in return for 
equity shares in this globally 
impactful start-up.
Pawprint is tackling the 
biggest global threat facing 
our planet; Climate Change 
with the free Pawprint 
app (PWA), giving users 
the power to measure, 
understand and reduce 
their carbon footprint by 
implementing changes 
in their lifestyle choices. 
Founded by experienced 
entrepreneur and Lingo24 
founder Christian Arno, 
the app is also scientifically 
backed by the leading 
author and expert in carbon 
footprint measurement - 
Mike Berners-Lee.
Launching in May 2020, 
Pawprint has already 
attracted funding of 
£580k from entrepreneurs 
including Oli Norman of 
Itison and Kevin Dorren 
of Dietchef alongside early 
backers of Tesla, Spotify and 
Amazon. All investments 
through Crowdcube will be 
at the same valuation as these 
angel investors, enabling 
everyone to own a stake in 
this high impact company.
Christian Arno, founder 
and Pawprint CEO said; 
“Globally we are currently 
facing two main threats 
to our planet and our 
collective health. Covid-19 
is undoubtedly the most 
immediate but climate 
change remains the bigger 
existential threat. It has 
been both humbling and 
inspiring to witness people 
pulling together to help their 
communities in the fight 
against coronavirus and 
this is the very ethos that 
Pawprint is built on.
“Pawprint builds on this 
traditional community spirit, 
uniting people throughout 
the world to take collective 
action ‘for the greater 
good’ delivered via a digital 
solution.
“Until now, whilst there has 
been a growing recognition 
of the problem and a general 
desire to tackle it, there has 
been no trusted source that 
people can rely on to inform 
their personal lifestyle 
choices for maximum 
impact. This where Pawprint 
comes in.
“We need to act at scale, and 
fast, which is why we are 
launching this crowdfund to 
help us spread the word and 
build an army of Pawprinters.  
We can all play our part in 
building a globally impactful 
company that can tackle the 
next global crisis - climate 
change.”
Luke Lang, Crowdcube co-
founder added; “We love 
businesses with a purpose 
and ambition to make a 
difference to the world. 
I look forward to seeing 
Pawprint inspire their 
community and ours with 
their innovative solution to 
measuring people’s carbon 
footprint.”
Join the Pawprint movement 

- either by investing in 
our vision through www.
crowdcube.com/Pawprint or 
by signing up to learn more 
about the product when it 
launches later this year at 
https://www.pawprint.eco/

Invest a Tenner to 
Help Save the Planet
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HAVE YOU
GOT NEWS
FOR US?

We are always interested
in local news stories.

We like to feature good
news and interesting

items on achievements
& community service

Tel: Paul
01325 300212

or paul@newtonnews.co.uk

Programme Schedule
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NEWTON AYCLIFFE
TOWN CENTRE MANAGEMENT
“Aycliffe Town Centre . . . Shopping for You”

Every Night from 12 Midnight to 3am
cuddle up and listen to classic “Love Songs”

Some of our shows will be cancelled until
the Coronavirus situation is resolved

HOWEVER WE WILL CONTINUE BROADCASTING 24/7
SATURDAY
9-10am Eurovision Show Simon Harding
10-12am Moderation Jack & Garvey
12-2pm Kitchen Floorfi llers Cazbo Jangles
2-4pm Weekly Edition Paul Baker
4-6pm Northern & Classic Soul (R) Kevin Sowerby
“The Saturday Night Experience” Sponsored by
Bengal Lounge Indian Restaurant & Takeaway
6-8pm Evening Session JimJams
8-9pm Rock the House Carl Booth
9-10pm Retro Trance Mix OZ-DJ
10-12am Street ‘n’ Drum ‘n’ Bass MC Supa
SUNDAY
9-10am Church Service Xcel Centre
Yesterdays Music Today Sponsored by MV Mobility
10-11am Yesterdays Music Today Alan Brown
11-12pm Random Reiki Master Phil Hawkins
12-2pm Country & Americana Show David Ringer
Blues Show Sponsored by Whitehouse Funeral Service
2-4pm Bear Blues Show Colin & Monica
4-6pm Folk/Celtic/Rock Show Steve & Col
6-7.30pm Jazz Time Mike Dixon
8-10pm The Rock Show CAD
10-12am Paul’s Down Time Paul Kjenstad
MONDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-3pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
6-7pm 60s Show Karl Simons
7-8pm 70s Show Peter Rush
8-9pm 80s Show Gary Avery
9-10pm 90s Show Paul Baker
10-11pm 00s Show Producer Dan
11-12am Teens Show Andy Fittes
TUESDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-3pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
6-7pm All About the 60s Honest John
(sports talk cancelled until sports start up again)
7.30-9.30pm Northern & Classic Soul Kevin Sowerby
WEDNESDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-3pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
8-10pm Alternative Aycliffe Gaz n Alby
THURSDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-3pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
6-8pm The List Colin McNeillie
8-10pm BeatRoote Graeme Roote
FRIDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-3pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
6-8pm Techno Trance Mix PVR Studios
8-10pm Guest Presenter Session
• 24th April - Pauly Mac - Classic Rare Vinyl Mix (Australia)
10-12am Alternative Aycliffe (R) Gaz n Alby

Check our website for full schedule
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk

Newton Broadcasting Limited (t/a Aycliffe Radio) is a Private Company Limited by 
Guarantee, registered on 19th February 2018 in England and Wales

Registration number 11211835. Registered offi ce: Aycliffe Radio, c/o Blue Bridge Centre,
St. Cuthbert’s Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 6DS.

Aycliffe Radio is CIC Registered (No. 11455404)
Scheduled shows can be changed/cancelled at any time.

LISTENING OPTIONS:
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk   -   Free App (all formats)
TuneIn   -   Radios Online   -   Internet Radio  -  Alexa

UK Online Radio   -   Radio Garden   -   Online Radio Box
Streema   -   StreamFinder   -   Deezer

Radio Shaker   -   www.radio.net

 

 

 

MASSIVE RANGE OF NEW & PART WORN TYRES IN STOCK 

 
 

See prices, order and book online at: www.aycliffetyres.co.uk 

ARE YOUR WHEELS LOOKING AGED OR  
SCUFFED? OR DO THEY LEAK AIR OVER  
TIME? OR FANCY A COLOUR CHANGE?  

A WHEEL REFURBISHMENT WILL MAKE  
THEM LIKE NEW AGAIN! HUGE CHOICE  

OF COLOURS & FINISHES AVAILABLE!  
 

 

 

 

      

How to Get Involved:
TUNE IN - Tune in to our Presenter’s shows and support your local radio 
station.
VOLUNTEER - Help out at the station by becoming a presenter or event 
volunteer.
SPONSOR - Sponsor a show, presenter or the station for a nominal fee.
ORGANISATIONS - You are invited to come along and record an interview 
about your club, organisation or charity.
ADVERTISE - Could your business benefi t from advertising on Aycliffe Radio?
LOCAL BAND/CHOIR - Send us a pre-recorded session of your set or invite us 
along to record you perform.
SCHOOLS - We can attend and record your Concerts, Performances, 
Presentations to be played on air.
PUBS/CLUBS - Send us your upcoming events and our presenters will 
promote them during their shows (and via our website).
EVENTS - If you are organising an event, why not let us help you promote it?

HOW TO TUNE IN
Aycliffe Radio is an internet based station

To tune in you require access to the internet or a wifi  hot spot
You can listen directly via our website

www.ayclifferadio.co.uk
click the “Listen Live” link in the top right hand corner

Alternatively you can download our FREE App from Google Play or 
Apple Store, search “Aycliffe Radio” download and install

 Aycliffe Radio is also available on TUNEIN
 Simply say “Alexa Play Aycliffe Radio on Tunein”
 (TuneIn App should be enabled and emphasise the “A” in Aycliffe)

Also available via:  www.internetradiouk.com  www.internet-radio.com  
www.ukonlineradio.com www.onlineradiobox.com  www.radio.garden

Text: 07512 253333
Email: info@ayclifferadio.co.uk

Blue Bridge Centre, St. Cuthberts Way, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6DS
AYCLIFFE RADIO

LOCAL RADIO brought to you by LOCAL PEOPLE
Newton Broadcasting Limited (t/a Aycliffe Radio) is a Private Company Limited by Guarantee, registered on 19th February 2018 in England and Wales, Registration number 11211835.

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NEWTON
AYCLIFFE TOWN CENTRE MANAGEMENT
“Aycliffe Town Centre . . . Shopping for You”

“Being in a wheelchair 
performing is pretty 
awesome because it looks so 
different to what people are 
used to.” - Alex James
Introducing Newton 
Aycliffe’s new indie rock 
sensation Alex James.
Alex James’ debut single 
release ‘Direction’ is 
influenced by the likes of 
Foo fighters, Royal Blood 
and Sam Fender. ‘Direction’ 
has a classic indie rock 
sound with a catchy hook 
line “Tell me that you want 
me, tell me that you need 
me.”
‘Direction’ was written 
about conquering life’s 
difficulties. Diagnosed 
with Muscular Dystrophy 
at the age of four, Alex 
James has long questioned 
which direction his life was 
headed, but his undoubted 
talent and self-belief prove 
an inspiring combination. 

Through his work Alex 
James aims to continue 
the long rock tradition of 
challenging pre-conceptions 
through live performance.
“The card you are dealt in 
life shouldn’t mean that you 
can’t be a part of the music 
industry. There just aren’t 
enough wheelchair artists 
wanting to perform.” – Alex 
James.

Artist/Band Bio:
Alex James, an Alternative, 
Indie-rock band formed in 
2019, aims to hit the North 
East music scene by storm, 
following the tease of his 
brand new, debut Single 
release.
This newly emerging band 
in the North East music 
scene, has an accumulation 
of raw, rock and roll sounds, 
with influence from popular 
artists, such as Oasis, the 
Stone Roses, Royal Blood, 
Foo Fighters, Sam Fender, 
The Beatles and many more.
Frontman and guitarist ‘Alex 
James’ Kennedy formed this 
band in 2019, as part of his 
Masters in Music degree at 
Newcastle University. Alex 
is a full-time wheelchair 
user, who has an extreme 
passion for rock music, 
he is fully committed to 
becoming one of the first 
wheelchair user frontmen of 
a Rock and Roll band.
Facebook:
@itsmealexjames
Instagram:
@itsmealexjames
Twitter:
@alex_jamesmusic

INTRODUCING . . . 
ALEX JAMES

New single ‘Direction’ - Released 8th May
•	 All symptomatic care 
residents will be tested for 
COVID-19 as testing capacity 
continues to increase
•	 All patients discharged 
from hospital to be tested 
before going into care homes 
as a matter of course
•	 All social care staff who 
need a test will now have 
access to one with CQC 
to contact all 30,000 care 
providers in the coming days 
to offer tests
All care home residents 
and social care staff with 
COVID-19 symptoms will 
be tested as capacity is 
built up, the government is 
announcing today.
Currently the first five 
symptomatic residents in a 
care home setting are tested 
to provide confirmation 
of whether if there is an 
outbreak, 
However, as lab capacity 
increases every day the 
government is expanding 
testing to include all care 
home residents who develop 

symptoms. 
The safety of residents and 
staff is a priority and as 
such, testing will now also 
be provided to all potential 
care home residents before 
they are discharged from 
hospital.  This will provide 
reassurance and peace of 
mind to residents and family 
members, and will help care 
providers to take appropriate 
action to ensure that social 
care workers and other 
residents are safe - including 
implementing isolation 
procedures for those who test 
positive.
The measures confirmed 
today are expected to be 
outlined further in the 
government’s Covid-19 social 
care action plan tomorrow, 
and will help give residents, 
their families and those that 
they care for peace of mind.
Secretary of State for 
Health and Social Care Matt 
Hancock said: “I am deeply 
conscious that people in 
residential care are among 

Government to Offer Testing for 
“Everyone Who Needs One”

the most vulnerable to 
coronavirus. We are doing 
everything we can to keep 
workers, residents and 
their families safe, and I 
am determined to ensure 
that everyone who needs a 
coronavirus test should be 
able to have access to one. 
“We have already begun 
testing social care workers 
and will roll this out 
nationwide over the coming 
days. And as we continue 
to ramp up our testing 
programme, we will test all 
current care home residents 
with coronavirus symptoms 
and all new care home 
residents who are discharged 
from hospital into care.
“Testing is key in our battle 
against coronavirus, and as 
part of our plan to prevent 
the spread and save lives we 
will ensure that everyone in 
social care who needs a test 
can have a test.”
As the rollout continues 
the Health Secretary has 
confirmed that every social 
care worker who needs a test 
can now get one.
Dedicated testing has already 
begun for frontline staff, 
including social care workers 
and in addition to over 20,000 
tests for NHS workers and 
their families. 
As capacity grows further 
through the government’s 
new mega labs, it will 
prioritise the testing of 
symptomatic social care 
workers and anyone in 
their household who have 
COVID-19 symptoms. 
The Care Quality 
Commission (CQC) are 
leading coordination of 
testing for the care sector, and 
have already offered 6000 
care facilities the opportunity 
to test their staff. By the end 
of the week they will have 
contacted all 30,000 care 
providers. 
Care providers will identify 
workers eligible for testing 
and refer them to their local 
testing centre. 
Tests for social care staff 
and residents will support 
the government to achieve 
its ambition of 100,000 
COVID-19 tests a day by end 
of April.
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WALKERS
BUTCHERS and BAKERS
Simpasturegate • Newton Aycliffe • 312022

Aycliffe’s Longest Established Butcher & Baker

Your Local Family 
Butcher and Baker

FOR ALL YOUR MEAT REQUIREMENTS.
FULLY OPERATIONAL ON-SITE BAKERY.

Catering for Weddings, Funerals, Christenings, 
Private and Public Functions

(including Pie and Peas suppers)
Supplying restaurants, snack and sandwich bars.

Call for more details and quotes
www.walkersbutchers.co.uk

Well there we have it another 
strange week. At the time 
of writing last week we 
had a prime minister going 
into intensive care and we 
were all concerned about 
how effective the social 
distancing would remain 
over the Easter weekend.
Thankfully we now have a 
Prime Minister recuperating 
having left intensive care 
and being able to thank the 
NHS at a very personal level 
and we can all reflect that 
the vast majority of people 
did as they should over the 

weekend and stayed at home.
The message of course 
remains the same Stay 
Home, Protect the NHS, 
Save Lives. It appears that 
the charts are starting to 
show that this is working 
but we cannot be certain yet 
and it is imperative we don’t 
throw away the hard work 
that has been done. Please, if 
you have the opportunity join 
me in saying thanks, not only 
to our outstanding NHS and 
care staff but to every front 
line worker who is helping to 
keep us going. Whether you 

Drivers are being urged 
to curb their speed as 
coronavirus measures 
have led to more people 
walking on the roads.
Campaign group Road 
Safety GB North East 
(RSGB NE) said since 
the North East went into 
lockdown ten days ago, 
there had been a notable 
shift in both driver and 
pedestrian behaviour on 
the region’s roads.
Research since lockdown 
began on the evening of 
Monday, March 23, shows 
there is less than half the 
normal amount of traffic on 
weekdays, and only a third 
on weekends (down 67%), 
with larger reductions on 
local roads.
However, traffic speeds 
have increased on most 
roads, with many seeing 
average speeds around 
5mph higher than normal. 
The data shows that some 
people are sticking to 
the speed limit, but there 
are more extreme speeds 
being recorded, which is 
pulling the average up.
Coupled with more people 
walking, cycling and 
jogging on the roads in 
order to social distance 
from others, an accident is 
waiting to happen.
“We have only been in 
lockdown just over a week, 
but already we have seen 
a marked shift in the way 
some drivers are using the 
roads. They need to slow 
down,” said Paul Watson, 
RSGB NE Chairman.
“As the lockdown has 
resulted in most people 
working from home and 
only going out once a 
day to exercise, there 
has been an increase in 
people walking, running 
and cycling around their 
local areas. In order to give 
other pedestrians a wide 
berth, many are walking 
on the roads, or crossing 
over frequently, in order to 
social distance and ensure 
they are at least 2m from 
anyone else.
“If vehicles are passing 
at speed, it makes for a 
dangerous combination. 
Unless people take care, 
it’s only a matter of time 
before someone is seriously 
injured or killed.”
If a vehicle hits a 
pedestrian:
at 40 mph, there is a 90 
percent chance they will 
be killed.
at 35 mph, there is a 50 
percent chance they will 
be killed.
at 30 mph, there is a 20 
percent chance they will 
be killed.
at 20 mph, there is a 2.5 
percent chance they will 
be killed.
Police Inspector Steve 
Clyburn, from the 
Cleveland and Durham 
Specialist Operations Unit, 
said: “During lockdown, 
whilst only essential 
journeys must be taken, 
we would like to remind 
drivers that officers are 

still out there enforcing 
the law and trying to 
keep our roads as safe as 
possible. Whilst the roads 
may be quieter because 
many people are staying 
at home, this does not give 
motorists the go ahead to 
drive above the legal speed 
limits, and we have seen 
examples of this over the 
last week or so.
“There are still other 
vehicles on the road and 
pedestrians and passengers 
to consider as well as 
yourselves. Collisions 
could put additional 
strain onto the NHS and 
emergency services at an 
already demanding time, 
and so we’re asking people 
to take care on the roads 
and please stick to the 
speed limits.”
In 2019, there were 800 
pedestrian casualties on 
North East roads, 18 fatal, 
263 serious and 519 slight. 
One in ten pedestrian 
fatalities involved a 
speeding driver, while 
speeding drivers were 
involved in 25% of all road 
deaths.
However, it’s important to 
note that more than half 
of all pedestrian collisions 
are at least partly due to 
the pedestrian themselves 
failing to look properly. 
This increases to 75% 
when collisions involve a 
child pedestrian. 
For more information 
about Road Safety GB 
North East, road safety 
advice and campaigns, 
go to https://www.
lookoutroadsafety.co.uk.  
Follow Road Safety GB 
North East on social 
media: 
Facebook – www.
facebook.com/RSGBNE
Twitter – @RSGB_NE
YouTube – search for 
‘Road Safety GB North 
East’

Drivers Urged to Slow 
Down as Covid-19 
Pandemic Causes 

More to Speed

are shopworkers, emergency 
services, council employees 
or volunteers you are all 
amazing.
There are always many 
personal stories in a situation 
like we are in and I continue 
to think most on those 
whose loved ones have died 
as a result of Coronavirus 
and I offer them my sincere 
commiserations, it must be 
so difficult to not even say 
goodbye or celebrate their 
life properly. Please continue 
to follow the guidance so 
there are less people needing 
to endure the heartbreak.
I, and the other Local MP’s 
continue to have weekly 
conference calls with both 
the police and the local 
council where we share our 
perspectives on the situation 
and review how we can 
support each other.
Like everyone I have been 
pretty much confined to 
barracks and I am only 
leaving home to exercise 
or shop for food, other than 
occasions when I am able 
to join some volunteers. I 
had the pleasure of joining 
the Play Cafe team at the 
Big Club to help pack 
and distribute some food 
parcels on Easter Monday, 
my thanks to them all for 
everything they do and 
allowing me to help, and 
happy birthday Kath. 
The high spot of the weekend 
had to be the Easter Bunny, 
that is Nev Jones, singing 
live  on Facebook at 3.00 on 
Sunday. Thanks for making 
us all smile Nev.
Please continue to look after 
your neighbours, 
Stay Home, Protect the 
NHS, Save Lives.
Paul Howell MP
Member of Parliament
for Sedgefield

Xcel 
Online 

Services
As a Church we are 
continuing to connect with 
our church members and 
the community through a 
regular online schedule- 
mostly through Instagram 
- if you look at our account 
you will see the schedule 
which is posted every 
Sunday afternoon for the 
week ahead.
Online Sunday Service
10.30am
YouTube
(look for Xcel Church) 
8.30am
Devotionals every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday
(live on Instagram).
6.00pm
Online Prayer
every Tuesday
(Xcel Church Instagram)
6.30pm
Let’s Talk
Every Wednesday
(Pastor Julian with guests 
live on his Instagram).
7.30pm
Planet Youth Live
Friday Nights
(on Planet Youth Live 
Instagram).
We are also continuing 
to take donations for our 
Foodbank and provide 
basic food parcels for those 
in need at this time.
Donations to the Foodbank 
are accepted on a Thursday 
morning between 9am and 
10am at the Xcel Centre.
Our preferred method of 
request for help with a Food 
parcel is through local 
agencies or social workers 
who work with the most 
vulnerable to ensure we are 
helping those most in need. 
They should contact us via 
info@xcelchurch.com - 
People can also ring Xcel 
on 01325 329500 between 
10am - 4pm. Messages are 
being picked up and dealt 
with appropriately.
It should be noted that we 
provide a food parcel with 
some basic food items, with 
no fresh items included at 
this time.

PARLIAMENT TALK

Paul Howell, Member of Parliament for Sedgefield

UTC South Durham 
organised a sponsored stair 
climb which saw competitors 
scale the combined heights of 
the National Three Peaks in 
their own homes on Monday 
13th April. 200 people, 
working as individuals or in 
teams of up to six, took part 
in the stair climb to raise 
funds for UTC’s ‘Visors for 
Victory’ initiative.
The ‘Visors for Victory’ 
initiative was created at 
the beginning of April in 
response to the lack of PPE 
available to key workers. 
UTC South Durham staff 
designed the visors and have 
been producing them using 
laser cutters. Since Thursday 
2nd April, UTC have donated 
over 1500 visors to over 
65 organisations across 
the North East, including 
hospitals, care homes, GP 
surgeries, and Foodbanks.
UTC have been raising 
funds to cover the cost of 
materials for the visors 
on their Just Giving page, 
and through entry fees 
and sponsorship from the 
National Three Peaks Stair 
Climbing Challenge. £24,000 
in total has been raised 
so far, including £16,100 
from sponsorship and entry 
fees from the Challenge. 
All funds raised will go 
towards covering the cost 
of production for the visors. 
Any remaining funds will be 
donated to the NHS.
UTC Principal Tom Dower 
took part in the stair climb 
challenge on Monday. 
Speaking shortly after his 
family of five completed the 
challenge as a team, Tom 
said: “The Stair Climbing 
Challenge was a fantastic 
opportunity to raise funds for 
a very worthy cause. It was 
hard work, but well worth it 
considering how much we’ve 
raised to help provide visors 
to key workers!
As engineering and 
technology specialists, UTC 

UTC South Durham Stair Challenge 
Raises £16,000 for PPE Visors

staff are well placed to use 
their skills to help provide 
visors for key workers until 
they can acquire PPE through 
medical suppliers.
It has been incredible to see 
how staff, students, and the 
wider community have come 
together to help make these 
much needed visors. I would 
like to thank all involved for 
their generosity!”

Tom’s son Arthur, aged 11, 
was one of the youngest 
competitors in the Challenge. 
Arthur described taking part 
in the Challenge as “tiring, 
hot and brilliant!”
UTC have also received 
generous donations of 
materials from companies 
across the country, including 
acetate sheets from Wright’s 
Office Supplies, and plastic 

from AA Flags and the Essex 
branch of the Netherlands-
based company, Desch 
Plantpak Ltd.
For more information on 
the visors, please visit: 
utcsouthdurham.org/visors-
for-victory
Photo: District Nurses from 
Newton Aycliffe, County 
Durham wearing the visors 
made at UTC South Durham
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.  .  .  AND ANYTHING ELSE YOU CAN DREAM UP!

YOUR PR INT OUR REPUTAT ION

Bags / Tags
Banners
Books
Brochures
Business Cards
Business Stationery
Calendars
Canvas Prints
Catalogues

Certificates
Desk Pads
Direct Mail
Draw Tickets
Event Invites
Envelopes
Embossing
Embellishing
Exhibition Displays

Flyers
Folders
Folded Leaflets
Greetings Cards
Labels
Letterheads
Magazines
Magnetic Signs / Labels
Mailers

Menus
Multi-Part Forms (NCR)
Notepads
Plastic Cards
Point of Sale
Postcards
Posters
Promotional Gifts
PVC Banners

Ring Binders
Roller Banners
Signage
Stickers / Labels
Vinyl Stickers
Wall Planners
Wedding Stationery
Window Stickers
Workwear

WE  DON’T  JUST  PR INT  THE
.  .  .  WE  DO ALL  THIS  TOO!

Students from Greenfield 
Community College have 
been inspired by a creative 
project led by Greenfield 
Arts and Friends of the 
Wizard and Typhoon. The 
project aims to inspire 
students to explore their 
own skills and creativity 
and to realise what they can 
achieve.
Students have been working 
successfully alongside 
professional artists and 
musicians exploring the life 
and work of Shildon born 
Thomas Bulch and George 
Allan aka ‘The Wizard and 
the Typhoon’. The project 
celebrates the creativity of 
two inspirational musical 
composers from Shildon 
who were renowned for 
their contribution to the 
music world during the late 
19th and early 20th century. 
The project explores our 
sense of place and celebrates 
Shildon’s heritage and 
vibrant community.
Artist Theresa Easton has 
been facilitating workshops 
with students, engaging 
them in creative printing 
techniques resulting in 
vibrant and thoughtful work.  
The work has been brought 
together to create a zine 
(magazine). The students’ 
collaboration explores 
and reflects their work 
creatively, an appropriate 
response to two significant 

creatives. 
Students have also begun 
working with inspirational 
musician and educator 
Elizabeth Corney.  Elizabeth 
is a musical artist and 
composer who is helping 
the young people to explore 
composition. 
David Reynolds, who is 
part of the Friends of the 
Wizard and Typhoon group, 
is keen to draw comparisons 
between the past, present 
and future of the area; 
supporting the aspirations 
of the students today who 
have demonstrated their 
skills to explore their ideas 
and collaborate throughout 
this project. 
“George Allan and Thomas 
Bulch would have been 
touched and moved if they 
knew that 90 years after they 
left this life, there would be a 
group of young people, from 
the area that they were born, 
who were discussing what 
they thought of their story 
by putting their thoughts 
and feelings about it into 
print to share with people…
what wonderful things 
might each and any of them 
achieve in their lifetimes 
that future people might 
marvel over” said David.
You can find out more about 
the project and Shildon’s 
heritage by visiting www.
wizardandtyphoon.org/.  If 
you would like to know 

GREENFIELD STUDENTS INSPIRED 
BY WIZARD & TYPHOON

Housebuilder Bellway has 
achieved five-star builder 
status for the fourth year 
running.
The developer, whose 
Durham division is based 
in Darlington and builds 
in Teesside and County 
Durham, has retained the 
accolade in the latest Home 
Builders Federation (HBF) 
Customer Satisfaction 
Survey.
Published in March each 
year, the survey measures 
performance in a range of 
areas, including build quality 
and customer service.
For a housebuilder to achieve 
a five-star rating, more than 
90 per cent of its customers 
must say they would 
recommend them to a friend.
This year, Bellway was one 
of just 10 large housebuilders 
to top this mark, achieving 
its highest ever score of 92.4 
per cent.
The developer, which builds 
more than 10,000 homes 
each year, surveyed more 
than 5,300 of its customers 
in 2019.
Regional Director for 
Bellway Durham, Jon Horan, 
said: “No one’s opinion 
matters more to us than that 
of our customers, so our 
five-star builder status is 
something we take enormous 
pride in. We are committed 
to delivering the best home 
possible to each and every 

one of our buyers so to receive 
such a positive response 
from them in the survey is 
extremely satisfying.
“The feedback shows that 
customers would recommend 
us to their friend because 
of the excellent customer 
service we provide, as well 
as the high build quality and 
high energy efficiency of 
our homes, all of which are 
designed with modern living 
in mind.
“Achieving five-star status is 
testament to the hard work 
and dedication of our people 
throughout the company. All 
of us at Bellway are proud to 
be part of a top housebuilder 
and take pride in our job to 
deliver quality houses to our 
customers.
“However, retaining our five-
star status – as difficult as that 
may be - is not the limit of our 
ambition. We are continually 
striving to improve, so to 

Local Housebuilder Achieves 
Highest Ever Customer 

Satisfaction Score

record our highest ever score 
for customer satisfaction 
since the survey is especially 
pleasing.”
One customer who bought 
a house with Bellway 
Durham, said: “Bellway have 
shown us just how reliable 
a housebuilder can be. The 
whole process was very 
positive and pretty much 
everything was done for us, 
we had no concerns at all.
“We really needed this home 
to be right for the three of 
us. It’s a lovely place to call 
home and it feels very secure. 
Overall we’re very happy 
with our experience!”
Bellway Durham is building 
houses across the region, 
including developments in 
Stockton, Yarm, Nunthorpe, 
Wynyard, Ingleby Barwick, 
Hurworth, Heighington and 
Seaham. 
For more information, visit 
bellway.co.uk

more about the many 
projects supported by 
Greenfield Arts please visit 
www.greenfield-arts.co.uk.
Greenfield Arts are 
committed to delivering and 
providing high quality arts 
provision and are delighted 
to be able to bring the project 

to students by offering 
an inspiring extended 
opportunity for learning.  
The project is supported by 
Northern Heartlands, one 
of the sixteen Great Place 
Schemes in England, funded 
by Heritage Lottery Fund 
and Arts Council.
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Rubber Stamps

BLUE BRIDGE CENTRE
St. Cuthbert’s Way

Aycliffe Business Park
Tel: (01325) 300212

Email: stu@newtonpress.net

Standard Pad Type

Also Self Inking

For all your print requirements
Newton Press 300212

Storage

“U” STORE Aycliffe Business 
Park. Domestic and Industrial 
storage. Open 6 days a week. 
Large and small containers 
from £12 per week. Tel 01325 
317716, 07850 646355

07701 359375
548094

• Boilers Installed, repaired & serviced
• Full heating systems
• Bathroom refurbs
• Wall and Floor Tiling
• Showers • Electrics

We now accept all major debit/credit cards
*GUARANTEED SAME DAY CALL OUT*

01325 492715
01325 247364

For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338
waterways@talktalk.net

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs    Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes    Power Flushing

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596

Mobile 07931 591381

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs
Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing
Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

Plumbing

NC PLUMBING Services
All plumbing requirements undertaken

From a drip to a full bathroom refit
Complete bathroom specialist

Full tiling and wall cladding service
Full power flush service - No job too small

Central heating problems repaired

Neil 07882 233219 or 01325 589224
out of hours call out available

01325 589224

W. HEATHCOTE
Plumbing, Heating & Gas

Servicing and Repairs

Time served tradesman
Over 40 years experience

CALL OUT SERVICE

Boilers installed, repaired 
and serviced

Central heating systems
Power fl ushing

Bathrooms refurbished
Got a problem?
Give me a call

01325 307 052
07595 051 717

www.wheathcote.com

 
 
 

Pest Control

PROTECH Direct Pest 
Control. Experts in industrial, 
commercial and domestic pest 
control. 18+ years experience, 
fully insured, free quotes. 
Tel 01325 310520 or 07896 
848856 (24 hours)

Foster Joinery Services
All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

From inside the home: Doors, Hardwood and Laminate 
Flooring, Skirting and Architrave, Staircases and 

revamping what you already have, Loft entrances and 
Loft Ladders.

To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.
Also Plastering Tiling and Bathroom fitting.
No job too small - Can supply all materials

Just ring 07748 967 374 for a FREE quote

C SMILLIE
• Joinery •
• Building •

• Decorating •
Established 1984

Apprenticeship Served

312024  after 6pm

Joinery

SHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Door
Repair

Specialist

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs
Mechanism Repair/Replacement
Door Adjustment - Door Furniture
Emergency Door Opening
90% OF PARTS IN STOCK

24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114
07748 044 808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Locksmiths

VALLEY
WROUGHT IRON

High Quality Gates, Wall
Railings & Garden Fences

Free Estimates and Advice
Experienced Tradesmen

Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Contact Stephen on
07976 554046 anytime

E: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www. valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Iron / Steel

Jeff Horsley
28 years experience

Full Build of Extensions
Porches, Garages,

Garden Walls, Patios,
Concreting and Re-Pointing

FREE ESTIMATES
Guaranteed Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01325 313939
or 07970 869967

Builders

Driving School

Jacks Driving School
Fully Qualified High Grade Instructors

 TRAILER/CARAVAN
 TRAINING ALSO
 AVAILABLE

Helping you to relax, enjoy and build confidence
Excellent first time pass rate - Block booking offers

Jack: 07949 195 184
Special offer: First 5 hours £90 - www.jacksdrivingschool.co.uk

Roofing

JK Roofing & Building
All Roofing and Building work undertaken

• Full Roofs  • Extensions  • Felt Roofs
• UPVC Fascias/Soffits  • Dry Verge/Ridge
Free estimates:

Tel: 07596 801534
or 07562 439455

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed
Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling

Felting & Pointing - Guttering
Fibre glass flat roofing

With 20 Years Guarantee
Free Estimates

Tel: 01388 605489
07986 217936

BREWARD
roofi ng contractors

Serving the region since 1945
• New Roofs • Flat Roofs •
• High Performance Felt •

Tiling, Slating, Fibreglass Roofs
• Stone Slating • Leadwork •

• Repairs • Chimneys •
•Dry Verge Systems •

uPVC Guttering, Soffi ts & Facias
• Storm Damage • Velux •
Insurance Work Welcome

All Work Guaranteed
Time Served - Free Estimates

Finance Available

01388 661308 or 07967 018998

Caravan and Motorhome 
Servicing & Repairs 

Insurance work undertaken

01325 582005
info@ratedservicingandrepairs.co.uk

Caravan

ELITE PLUMBING 
SERVICES

Dripping Taps - Problem Toilets
Replacement Taps

Radiators Repaired or Replaced

NO JOB TOO SMALL
NO CALL OUT CHARGE

Scott 07949 054947

With the nation’s dog 
owners set to spend National 
Pet Month (April 1st – May 
10th) indoors, Dogs Trust 
is issuing some top tips on 
how dog owners can keep 
their dogs happy – all with 
simple household items – a 
cardboard box and toilet roll 
tubes!
Jenna Kiddie Head of 
Canine Behaviour at Dogs 
Trust, said: “We understand 
that owners may be looking 
for ways to keep their 
dogs occupied, especially 
when the current advice 
is to go outside just once 
a day for exercise with 
your four-legged friend. 
Whilst physical exercise 
is important for your dog, 
mental stimulation is also 

essential to help keep them 
happy. You can make it 
fun for them, and because 
they’re using their brains, 
it’s just as tiring as physical 
exercise.
“It’s really easy for you 
keep your dog’s brain busy 
from the comfort of your 
own home using simple 
household items. From 
activities involving their 
favourite treats, to games 
using things you may 
have left over from online 
deliveries, there are many 
ways you can keep your 
dog active, without stepping 
outside your front door.”
Dogs Trust has come up with 
eight fun ways to entertain 
your dog with a cardboard 
box and tubes whilst you’re 

Eight Ways to Entertain Your Dog

staying indoors, and asking 
people to share their pictures 
and videos using the hashtag 
#MyDogIsForLife and 
tagging @DogsTrust on 
Twitter and Instagram.
Tutorial videos for the eight 
games will be released 
during National Pet Month 
on the charity’s social media 
pages, with the first one ‘the 
paw-fect figure 8’ launching 
today so dog owners can get 
started.
1.	The paw-fect figure 8 – 
Get two boxes and set them 
out a little distance apart. 
Hold your dog’s treats or a 
favourite toy in one hand and 
slowly start to move them in 
a figure of eight around the 
two items, swapping the 
reward into your other hand 
at the centre point. One arm 
will guide your dog around 
the item to the left and the 
other arm will guide your 
dog around the item to 
your right. Repeat several 
times until you’ve got the 
movement smooth and well-
rehearsed!
2.	Digging deep: Shred or 
scrunch up newspaper or 
any paper items and pop 
them in an empty box. Drop 
in some treats or toys, and 
watch your dog dig away! 
3.	Paws-up: Can you get 
them to put their front feet 
on the box? Their back 
feet? Can you get them to 
run round to the left, to the 
right? Can smaller dogs sit 
in the box? Think outside 
of the box and we’re sure 
you won’t be able to contain 
yourself with all this fun! 
4.	Bowling balls: Create a 
10-pin bowling alley with 
spare kitchen roll tubes. 
Have a competition and 
see how many pins you can 
knock down vs. your dog! 
5.	Tunn-els of fun: Cut the 
sides of a few boxes and line 

them up to make your very 
own DIY tunnel. Encourage 
your dog to go through with 
the promise of treats or their 
favourite toy at the end of 
the tunnel! 
6.	Jog your dog’s memory: 
Lay out multiple boxes in a 
semi-circle and pop a treat 
in one of them, making sure 
your dog is watching. Hold 
up a sheet to block your furry 
friend’s vision, drop and 
then see if they remember 
which box the treat was in! 
Repeat the game and change 
the box with the treat in, see 
how many times they get it 
right! 
7.	Snoot challenge: next 
level – remember the 
original snoot challenge 
where you had to make a 
circular shape with your 
hands and wait for your 
pooch to run up and put 
their nose through the hole? 
Building from this, cut a 
hole out in your box and see 
if you can get your dog to 
poke their nose through it! 
*boop*
8.	Teach your dog to read – 
for starters write different 
words (e.g. sit, down, paw) 
on different boxes that you 
want your dog to learn. 
Say the word that’s on the 
specific box in front of them, 
and ask them to do what the 
word says. When your dog 
does as you’ve asked, reward 
them with a tasty treat and 
repeat several times until 
your dog has associated the 
new word, with the specific 
box!
Images and videos shared 
with Dogs Trust will appear 
on the My Dog Is For Life 
webpage feed for others 
to see and take inspiration 
from www.dogstrust.org.
uk/mydogisforlife  
For more information, visit 
www.dogstrust.org.uk

Over 17,000 Newton News papers are delivered every 
weekend to all homes and businesses in Newton 
Aycliffe and the surrounding villages.

Contact us with your story:
Email: paul@newtonnews.co.uk

Telephone: 01325 300212
Website: www.newtonnews.co.uk

Facebook: NewtonNews

Visit our office:
Blue Bridge Centre, St. Cuthberts Way,
Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 6DS

“NEWTON NEWS”
Deliverers Wanted
for all areas of the town

To put your name on our ‘Reserve List’

Telephone 01325 300212
“Earn some Pocket Money”

SUIT OVER 13 YEARS OR ACTIVE RETIREES
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Aerial Installations

TV.  AERIAL  FITTERS
All aspects of aerial work undertaken

01325 307075

Quick service & fair prices 

Richard NaylorCall

CCTV

15% OFF
with this 

advert

Time Served Royal Horticultural Society Arborist
• Felling, Dismantling & Pruning • Hedge Cutting

• STUMP GRINDING AND REMOVAL
• Local Authority Approved Contractor

All Areas Covered - Free Quotations and Advice

Alexander Walker TechArborA., ND Arb., SOC Arb
Fully Insured - Professionally Trained - Aycliffe Based

07544 802052 or 01325 321113
www.awtreecare.co.uk

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES

• Carpet and 
upholstery cleaning
• Leather cleaning 

and repair
• Pressure washing

• Gutter clean & repair
• End of tenancy cleans

• Domestic and  
Commercial cleaning
• Janitorial supplies

• Fully insured

07895 697 115
01325 494294

Home Services

StainKleen
Professional Cleaning Services for Carpets, Upholstery, Rugs

and Leather Cleaning - Tiling and Grout Floor Cleaning
RAPID DRYING - FULLY INSURED

Tel Paul on 01325 493003
Mobile: 07817 573 604   -   Web: www.stainkleen.co.uk

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE REPAIRS

ALL MAKES OF WASHERS
TUMBLERS, MICROWAVES
DISHWASHERS
VACUUM CLEANERS
FRIDGE/FREEZERS
COOKERS
* Free Estimates
* No Call Out Charge
* Appliances Plumbed in

Telephone:  321756

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS, from Fencing 
& Decking Outside to Internal Refurbishments Inside. All Those 
Small Handyman Jobs Considered Too. Call: 01325 318269 or 
Visit: www.esproperty-estate.co.uk
CARPET FITTER and vinyl flooring specialist. Contact 
Richard  on  07946 435 177
GUTTER CLEANING SERVICE Gutters, fascia and soffits 
cleaned. Contact Paul 07399 628345
LAUNDRY LADIES Offering a wash, dry and ironing service 
(domestic or commercial). Free collection and drop off included. 
Tel 07928 768744 or laundryladies16@gmail.com
CLEANING ANGELS. For all your cleaning needs. Commercial 
cleaning available. Domestic, end of tenancy, holiday lets, builders 
cabins, oven cleans, office cleaning, window cleaning (up to 8ft), 
caravan cleaning, ironing service available. Competitive rates. 
Find us on Facebook. Contact Angela 07518 798 595
‘THE BRICKLAYING ANGELS’. Newly qualified bricklayer 
I am doing brick BBQs, brick walls, bird tables etc. Find us on 
Facebook or Contact Angela on 07928 768744

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutter and UPVC
Cleaning Service

No Ladders Required
Conservatory Cleaning
Also Gutters Renewed

and/or Repaired

07519 376870

G. CROSSEN
PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07340 606402
Time Served  -  C&G  -  Established 1998

Brushstrokes
Decorators

Free no obligation quotes and
advice from a time served

painter & decorator. 
Interior & exterior work, 

no job too small. 
End of tenancy clean up for 

landlord’s. Gutters and fascias 
cleaned from £60. 

Discounts for OAP & NHS staff
Tel: 01325 312953

Mobile: 07587 140912

Decorating

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator

Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate
01325 483 697

or 07745 037 754

Electrical

No Job Too Small
Installation Certificates

Fuse Board Upgrades
Rewires  |  Lighting

Extra Sockets
Fault Finding
Free Quotes

• EMERGENCY CALL OUTS •
Contact Dave on

Telephone:

01325 317535
07563 088 946

DJW
ELECTRICS

• Fuse Board Upgrades •
• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •

• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •
• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on 

01325 313282
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)

Check out our website for monthly
deals: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

MAN WITH VAN cheap 
removals also household 
furniture bought. Tel 07860 560 
295
ASK SERVICES Man + Van. 
Removal, delivery and lots 
more. Contact Paul 07399 
628345

Removals

Full House, Part Load
or Single Items.

Local and National
Storage Available.

01325 319842
07970 201841

or 07857 602267

Smiths
removals

Your Move
Local Family Run Business

Est. 2005 - Fully Insured
Single Items from £15
3 Bed House from £99

Call Jor for a free quote
Tel: 07535 362591

ACORN 
REMOVALS

SINCE 1992

LOCAL & NATIONWIDE 
Call Tony on

07779 89 00 06

C. A. PLASTERERS 
all plastering work, artex 
skimmed, small jobs, free 
estimates, 01388 721206
BOB HOWARD Painter and 
Decorator. Over 20 years of 
experience in all aspects of 
decorating. High standard 
of interior and exterior 
and wallpaper hanging. 
Competitive rates and free 
estimates. Tel 07966 529120 or 
07966 527833
DRAGON DECORATORS 
All aspects of interior & 
exterior decorating, including 
children’s artwork. Over 25 
years experience. Member 
of “Checked & Vetted”. No 
job too small, free estimates. 
During Coronavirus endemic 
I will be wearing full PPE 
clothing. Contact Colin on 
07952 364426

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work

Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking & 

Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432

Mobile: 07765 374 905

LANDSCAPE & BLOCKPAVING 
SPECIALISTS

GARY O’CONNOR
•  Driveways  •  Patios  •  Paving

•  Walling  •  Fencing  •  More
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE WITH VERY 

COMPETITIVE RATES CALL GARY ON

01325 320 267
07866 561 340

ALPINE LANDSCAPES.
Patios, Driveways, Fencing, 
Decking, Gravel, Turfing, 
Walls. All work guaranteed. 
25 years experience, est 15 
years, professional advice. 
www.alpinelandscapes.co.uk - 
contact Alan on 07974 710351
MARTIN SHIRES Garden 
Landscaping Services, Block 
Paving Specialists. Fencing, 
Decking, Patios, Walls, Turfing, 
Hedges. Quality guaranteed 
work. Tel 321891 or 07989 024 
501
ROSEWOOD Tree Work. 
Felled, Pruned, Hedges Cut, 
Fencing, Gravel. All aspects 
of groundwork considered. 
20% off for OAPs. Tel 01325 
318679 or 07740 999075

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm
Saturday: 8.30am - 12pm

01325 787 550   -   LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE

GARDEN 
SERVICES

Lawns Cut - Hedges Trimmed
Trees & Shrubs Pruned,
Cut Back or Removed

TEL 01325 318269
www.esproperty-estate.co.uk

Gardening

Any cars, motorcycles 
and vans that require a 
MOT from 30 March 2020 
have been given a six-
month exemption from 
testing, due to the ongoing 
coronavirus pandemic. 
This is to enable vehicle 
owners to continue to 
travel to work where they 
cannot work from home, 
and to shop for necessities. 
The only stipulation is that 
vehicles must be kept in 
a roadworthy condition, 
with the possibility of 
prosecution for those 

found driving unsafe 
vehicles. Dealerships and 
garages may remain open 
for essential repairs. MOTs 
due before 30 March 2020 
that have not been tested 
have not been extended 
by the Government and 
therefore you are obliged 
to get an MOT test carried 
out, or not use the car. 
However, if your vehicle 
has a current MOT or 
a 6-month extended 
MOT you may want to 
carry out the following 
checks to ensure ongoing 
roadworthiness, so the 
NFDA has compiled a key 
list that will assist.
Sue Robinson, Director of 
the National Franchised 
Dealers Association 
(NFDA) explains, “As 
many people are self-

Keeping your Car Safe During the MOT Exemption Period
isolating or avoiding 
all non-essential travel, 
vehicles could potentially 
be unused for weeks, if not 
months. This means that 
we are not monitoring the 
condition of our vehicles 
closely, meaning there 
could be missed faults that 
could prove dangerous 
when they are used. For 
those who are making 
journeys, these are likely 
to be short, irregular 
visits to supermarkets and 
pharmacies, which can 
also have an impact on 
your vehicle.
“MOT appointments 
are still available at 
garages and dealerships 
that are still open, as 
a method of ensuring 
roadworthiness. However, 
if this is not possible due 
to self-isolating, being 
a vulnerable individual 
or having someone in 
your household that is 
vulnerable, or for any other 
reason, then the following 
advice is essential for 
maintaining your vehicle.
Tyres
Tyres will deflate over 
time, so checking the 

tyre pressures regularly 
will help alleviate this. 
Handheld pressure gauges 
and inflators are available 
for use at home, but if 
you do not have access 
to these then using an air 
compressor at your nearest 
petrol station is the next 
best option. Ensure that 
you maintain 2 metres of 
distance from others and 
use protective gloves when 
operating the machine. 
Check tyre pressure cold 

and on level ground to 
ensure an accurate reading.
Tread depth is something 
that should be checked 
regularly, as it impacts the 
only part of the car that 
connects with the road. For 
cars, light vans and trailers, 
the tyre tread depth 
should be a minimum of 
1.6 millimetres (mm), 
with many organisations 
recommending that the 
depth does not go below 
3mm.

Lights & Indicators
It is vital that all light bulbs 
are operating correctly A 
simple walk-round check 
with lights and indicators 
on will indicate they are 
operative, but you will 
need someone to assist you 
checking the brake lights 
by depressing the brake 
pedal while you are outside. 
Light bulbs are available at 
most dealerships, garages 
and parts shops, although 
the fitting of bulbs can 
range from simple to very 
complex so assistance of a 
professional in some cases 
may be needed. Advice can 
always be sought if you are 
a member of the AA or 
RAC.
Fluid Levels
As it may have been 
some time since key fluid 
levels have been checked, 
looking at these are vital to 
ensure your vehicle is safe 
to run. Ensure that your 
car is on level ground and 
the engine is cold when 
checking fluid levels.
Engine oil levels on most 
vehicles can be checked by 
identifying your dipstick 
under the bonnet. Remove 

this, wipe clean with a cloth 
or paper towel, replace, 
and remove once again. 
Check that the oil level is 
between the markings at 
the bottom of the dipstick. 
If the oil level is low, fill 
the engine with the correct 
grade of oil detailed by 
your manufacturer.
Windscreens and mirrors
Ensure that windscreen 
washer levels are within 
the recommended capacity 
and top up with diluted 
screen wash, or just water 
through the summer 
months. Be sure to check 
any holes in the washer 
jets are clear – these can be 
unblocked using a pin.
Windscreen blades must 
also be checked for wear, 
on both the front and rear 
screens. Clean them of any 
dirt, leaves, insects etc that 
may have accumulated 
over the time your vehicle 
has been stationary.
Robinson concluded, 
“These tips are the 
minimum of what needs 
to be done in order to 
maintain your vehicle from 
home in these uncertain 
times.”
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CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

in the

Your Local Community Newspaper

SALES • WANTED • PUBLIC NOTICES • JOB VACANCIES
PERSONAL • JOBS WANTED • LOST & FOUND • AUTOS

THANK YOU • IN MEMORIAM • CONGRATULATIONS
BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE • OBITUARY • PETS

ACCOMMODATION • ACKNOWLEDGEMENT • BIRTHS
HOUSE EXCHANGE • GOOD LUCK • LOST & FOUND

Private Classified Advertisements 30p per word

(Please use BLOCK CAPITALS in space below)
DO NOT FORGET YOUR TELEPHONE NUMBER 

CLASSIFICATION

Please hand advertisement and payment to:
NEWTON PRESS

Blue Bridge Centre, St Cuthbert’s Way, Aycliffe Business Park

Sorry, but we CANNOT accept telephone orders for advertisements.
However the ads can be emailed to: paul@newtonnews.co.uk

and paid by credit card or pay online at www.newtonnewsads.co.uk

TOTAL  NO. OF WORDS:          x            30p

 TOTAL AMOUNT TO PAY     £                          p

Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Opticians Chiropody

CHIROPODY
Mr P. Oliver

BSc (Hons)  -  M.Ch.S
for a Home Visit call

01325 320126

Computers

Aycliffe 
COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification

PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades  -  Data Recovery
Windows 10 Installation

Broadband Installation
Networking  -  Anti Virus

Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

No Call Out Charge Within 
Newton News Circulation area

Contact Rob
01325 310737
07841 867170

aycliffecomputers@googlemail.com

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED 
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER 

BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

ENJOY LEARNING Guitar, 
Bass or Drums at home. 
Tel Roger 01325 321 444  - 
Friendly, Experienced, Local.

Tuition

BVA Foundation
FREE
Confidential
Post Abortion
Counselling 
available

Telephone:
01642 616077

SAMARITANS - 13 Woodland 
Road, Darlington. We are here 
for you 24 hours a day. Tel: 
Freephone 116123.

Personal

INASPIN ROADSHOW 
Discos for al l  occasions. 
Weddings, birthdays, etc. a 
speciality. State of the Art Light 
Show. Tel 01325 310646 or 
07952 244404
P R O F.  N I N C O M P O O P 
Children’s entertainer making 
bi r thday par t ies  specia l . 
Balloons, magic and tomfoolery, 
midweek discounts. Tel Gary 
on 310646 or 07952 244404. 
Websi te :  www.professor-
nincompoop.com - Facebook: 
Prof Nincompoop

Entertainment

PALLETS FREE
Collect from 

NEWTON PRESS 
at the 

Blue Bridge Centre 
(goods inward)

please ring the bell

Free

RON ROSE ART CLUB 
Meet Friday afternoon 1-3pm 
at the RAFA Club, Barrington 
Road.

Public Notice Wanted

WANTED Mobility scooter and 
wheelchair, working or not. Tel 
07401 133459
HOUSEHOLD  fu rn i tu re 
bought. Tel. 07860 560295

Soduko (Easy, di�  culty rating 0.44)

  1 2 4    6

    7  1 8 2
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 1 7  8

 6 8   7   1 2

      9  3 8

 9       5

  5 7 9  2

  3    5 9 8

Providing Safe and
Loving Day Care for your Dog

K9 PURSUITS
Ltd.

Tel: 01325 301177           Email: k9pursuitsltd@hotmail.co.uk

New Dog/Puppy Training Course starting soon
Reward based Training with Qualified Instructors

WE ALSO OFFER
Doggy Day Care  -  Dog Walking  -  Home Boarding  -  Canine Workshops

Free Puppy Sessions  -  Kennel Club Training Scheme
Dog Grooming  -  1:1 Training Sessions

Why not call in to see us?   -   Check us out on Facebook

DOG WALKING (Dave 
Oliver) Daytime, half hour 
sessions £5.50 per dog. Police 
checked and fully insured. 
Years of experience in dog 
handling. Tel 07756 825637

Pets

Contact Katrina
at The Dog Bar

for all your grooming needs

07757 836 805

DOG 
GROOMING

Est. 2019

Accommodation

3 BEDROOM Property to rent 
with a garden. Newly decorated 
throughout. £475.00. Call us on 
01325 351212

HOUSE TO RENT 
Now available.

3 bedroom house in 
Guthrum Place, Newton 
Aycliffe.
Contact Langdale Estates 
on 01388 810500 for more 
information.

Sits Wanted

CLASS 1 European 
Tramper Driver seeks full 
time employment. Seven 
years experience, CPC 
Card, Digi Card, Krone 
Mega Trailers, Ferry 
Trailers, Fridge Trailers, 
LHD and RHD.
32 years of age, based in 
Newton Aycliffe.
Tel 07388 903252

HAIR DESIGN Experienced 
mobile hair dresser, 
competitive rates. Call Lynn 
on 07904 219997

Hairdressing

Gems Freelance
Hair Styling
(Formerly of Mosaics)

All services provided:
Cuts & Colours

Perms and Wedding
Gents and Kids

Call for prices

07746 131321

School Space Day Helps 
Language Skills Lift-Off

Ten County Durham 
schools were set the 
challenging task of 
pitching out-of-this-
world business ideas in a 
foreign language, as part 
of a special space themed 
learning day. 
Working alongside 
astrophysicists from 
Durham University, the 
Year 10 pupils learned 
about zero gravity orbits 

and were tasked with both 
building a prototype of an 
international space hotel 
and then pitching for funds 
from French and Spanish 
speaking investors.
Participating schools 
included: Dene Academy, 
Ferryhill Business and 
Enterprise College, 
Hummersknott School, 
Seaham High, Sedgefield 
Community College, 
St Bede’s Catholic 
Comprehensive and 
Byron Sixth Form 
College, St John’s Catholic 
Comprehensive School 
and Sixth Form, Tanfield 
School, Teesdale School 
and Sixth Form and 
Woodham Academy.
Pupils were invited to 
work in teams, developing 
ideas based on scientific 
knowledge and inspired by 
the day’s keynote speaker, 
Dr Azadeh Fattahi, a 
member of Durham 
University’s Institute 
for Computational 
Cosmology.
Durham County Council’s 
international relations 
team and Business 
Durham organised the 
day to demonstrate how a 
knowledge of languages 
and science are used in 
the world of work. The 
day was led by Business 
Language Champions 

(L-R) Bradley Lewis, Woodham Academy; Oktawia 
Przybyl, St John’s Catholic Comprehensive; Madison 

Lang, Dene Academy.

with support from Durham 
University.
Cllr Carl Marshall, 
Cabinet member for 
economic regeneration, 
said “This event has been 
a fantastic chance for the 
young people to practise 
their language skills in a 
fun and engaging way. 
“It’s also demonstrated the 
important role languages 
can play in real life 
business situations and the 
future career opportunities 
that they could open up for 
young people.”
Dr Azadeh Fattahi, from 
Durham University’s 
Institute for Computational 
Cosmology, said: “Right 
across our Science 
Outreach programme here 
at Durham University, our 
aim is to stimulate interest 
in science and help people 
understand how it applies 
to our everyday lives and 
what exciting careers are 
available in science. 
“The young people at the 
Space Challenge event had 
some great ideas and great 
enthusiasm.
Who knows, maybe 
some of them will be the 
scientists and innovators 
of tomorrow?”
A video of the space 
day is available at 
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=MFKowe1YqGQ

For all your print requirements
Newton Press 300212
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Hello!   If you are self-isolating, I can help

My name is ............................................................................................................

I live locally, at ......................................................................................................

My phone number is ...........................................................................................
If you are self-isolating due to COVID-19, I can help with:

       Picking up shopping			   Posting mail

       A friendly phone call			   Urgent supplies

Just call or text me and I will do my best to help you (for free!)

Coronavirus is contagious. Please take every precaution to ensure you are 
spreading only kindness. Avoid physical contact (2m distance). Wash your 
hands regularly. Items should be left on doorsteps.

BEING NEIGHBOURLY
Over the coming weeks/months more and more residents will become self-isolated. If you are aware of a neighbour 
who finds themselves in this predicament, you can still help. By filling in the form below and posting through 
their letter box you are showing your willingness to assist them. By working together we can help our neighbours, 
especially those in our area who are most vulnerable.

More than 6,000 households 
in County Durham have had 
a combined £1.7m taken off 
their council tax as part of 
a local authority’s efforts to 
help residents through the 
Coronavirus pandemic.
Durham County Council is 
giving households in receipt 
of a partial council tax 
reduction a further cut of up 
to £300 from their council tax 
as it seeks to help residents 
who need financial support 
during the COVID-19 
outbreak.
That is in addition to its 
scheme which already 
delivers a 100 per cent 
reduction for three quarters 
of eligible households. The 
council has today announced 
that it has so far applied the 
reductions of up to £300 to 
6,100 households, with this 
equating to the combined £1.7 
million decrease in liability.
The authority is also 
reporting an increase in 
people applying to its council 
tax reduction scheme (CTRS) 
with 2,500 new claims being 
received last week. Staff are 
now prioritising processing 
these claims with the £300 
credits to be applied where 
appropriate.
The council is being 
supported to deliver the 
reductions by the government 
through its allocation from 
the national £500m Hardship 
Fund.
Cllr Alan Napier, deputy 
leader of the authority and 
its Cabinet member for 
resources, said: “We fully 
appreciate that this is a very 
difficult time for our residents 
and that many are finding 
their work affected in some 
way.
“We are looking to do 
everything we can to support 
people who are enduring 
financial hardship by 
reducing their council tax.
“Our teams have worked 
really hard to process 6,100 
reductions of up to £300 
already and I know many of 
our staff have volunteered to 
work additional hours over 
the bank holiday weekend 
to ensure other households 
benefit as quickly as possible.
The CTRS provides discounts 
of up to 100 per cent to 
eligible households, with the 
council one of only a small 
number of local authorities 
nationally to provide this 
level of support. Almost 
26,000 families receive a 100 
per cent discount - 78 per cent 
of the total number signed up 
to the scheme.
Households who currently 
receive assistance through 
CTRS but still pay some 
money towards their council 
tax are receiving the further 
reduction of up to £300.
This means an estimated 
1,600 extra households 
will benefit from having 
no council tax to pay this 
year, while a further 5,700 
families will see their bills 
reduced by £300. The £300 
reductions being applied to 
support people in receipt 
of CTRS is double the 
amount recommended by the 
government. 
The council has already 
postponed debt recovery for 
anyone falling into arrears 
with their council tax bills 
and is encouraging anyone 
with concerns about their 
payments to get in touch.
A range of options are 
available to support residents 
who need help, including 

spreading payments evenly 
over 12 months or starting 
payments from June instead 
of April. Many have already 
taken up this offer.
The authority is also investing 
an additional £1m from 
the Hardship Fund into its 
Welfare Assistance Scheme, 
which provides short-term 
cash awards to people in crisis 
situations. This includes 
those impacted by benefit 
sanctions, vulnerable people 
who need help to cover daily 
living expenses and residents 
unable to purchase essential 
furniture and appliances.

Helping more than 6000 
Households with their Council Tax

Care Home owners across 
the North East are pleading 
with the Government to step 
in and support their efforts, 
following what they claim is 
a “deafening silence” from 
the region’s local authorities.
And the homes are also 
hoping to rally the support 
of the general public to get 
them to insist that more 
should be done to save the 
lives of 36,000 vulnerable 
residents and care staff.
The industry has become 
one of the casualties of 
the coronavirus outbreak, 
with its staff having to care 
for elderly and vulnerable 
people, many of whom have 
already fallen victim to the 
virus.
And many owners claim 
that local councils’ lack of 
action could have potentially 
deadly consequences for 
people “who have given so 
much to society and who we 
should be able to keep free 
from harm.”
Home operators claim that 
not only have 12 of the 
region’s local authorities 
failed to give them adequate 
funding to deal with the 
crisis, but they are also being 
forced to readmit Covid-19 
patients to their homes – 
putting both staff and other 
residents at risk.
Keith Gray, chair of Care 
North East which represents 
more than 250 care homes 
across the region, said this is 
not about making profit but 
ensuring the funding was 
adequate to cover costs.
“It is sickening that at the 
time of national crisis, 
when everybody is pulling 
together, councils in the 
North East have banded 
together and refused to 
provide an adequate support 
package to help keep the 
most vulnerable of our 
society safe,” he said.
“The homes are only 
asking for the basics which 
would enable them to keep 
residents and staff safe – but 
it seems we have just been 
forgotten.
“No care home is looking to 
profit  from this crisis, the 
reality is that many homes 
will be haemorrhaging 
money, but both the region’s 
local authorities and the 
clinical care groups don’t 
seem to have any interest in 
helping our frontline staff.” 
Mr Gray said care homes 
hadn’t been issued with any 
PPE to give to their staff, 
beyond a few days’ worth 
of masks, which he believes 

has contributed to “Covid-19 
ripping through homes, 
resulting in the untimely 
death of residents and 
infecting staff.”
Care homes have asked the 
local authorities to pay for 
the additional costs which 
are being incurred because 
of having to deal with 
Covid-19 but claim that to 
date not one local authority 
in the region has agreed 
to this – despite a £1.6b 
Government grant - offering 
only an additional five per 
cent payment – which will 
only be paid of the homes 
which agree to take people 
suffering with the virus into 
their current resident mix.
“Even the local authorities’ 
own body recommends 
paying 10 per cent, but the 
North East councils won’t 
even abide by that,” said Mr 
Gray.
“And the fact that homes 
are being forced to take 
Covid-19 patients, without 
adequate PPE for their 
staff, is irresponsible and 
heartless.
“Staff are going to work and 
then have to return home to 
their own families and we 
cannot adequately protect 
them. It’s scandalous.”
Representatives from other 
care homes echoed Mr 
Gray’s words.
“It’s shocking that we are 
being forced into taking 
Covid-19 patients into our 
homes, which can have 
terrible consequences for 
other elderly and vulnerable 
people,” said one care home 
owner.
“Patients should be cared for 
in separate units so that they 
are being kept away from 
other residents – mixing 
them together is sheer 
madness.
“The true death toll of 
residents from Covid-19 
might never be known as 
they are not rigorously 
testing residents who die 
with the symptoms of 
Covid-19, at care homes or 
in the community.”
Care North East is now 
asking for the Government 
to intervene and to insist 
that the local authorities 
give adequate funding to 
care homes “to ensure that 
the most vulnerable are 
protected from harm.”
“Care home staff have 
become the forgotten 
army in this fight against 
coronavirus, yet we are 
playing a vital role,” said Mr 
Gray.

Care Homes Plead 
for Assistance

Cllr Angela Surtees, Cabinet 
member for social inclusion, 
said: “We know that some 
of our residents are finding 
it very tough at this time and 
we want to reassure residents 
that we will do all we can 
to support them. We have a 
range of support measures 
in place to provide help to 
people who need it, including 
our Welfare Assistance 
Scheme which can provide 
further short-term support 
and assistance.”
For more information, 
visit www.durham.gov.uk/
counciltaxreduction
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OFFICE
UNITS 
TO LET

* Subject to small business relief

Fully refurbished offi  ces now available to let in an eco-friendly 
building. Located at the entrance to Aycliff e Business Park on St. 
Cuthberts Way (old Newton Press building), easy access to A1M.

Offi  ce comes with:
 •  Secure Private Access •  Private Lockable Door
 •  24 Hour Access  •  Parking
 •  Mul� ple Electric Points •  LED Ligh� ng
 •  New Ceilings   •  Eco Friendly Hea� ng
 •  No Rates Chargeable* •  Fi� ed Carpets
 •  Internet and Telephone Ready
 •  Communal Kitchen and Toilet Facili� es
 •  24 Hour CCTV Security in Opera� on

From 42m2 (500� 2) to 89m2 (958� 2)
For more informa� on contact Stuart on 01325 300212

ONLY ONE 

UNIT LEFT

Free Delivery on Orders £10+
10% Off  Collections

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

TAKEAWAY
Monday to 
Wednesday

BANQUET SPECIAL

ONLY £9.95

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

Bengal..Lounge

OPEN
NEW YEARS EVE
FROM 4.30pm

BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £9.95

Available Thursday only
• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad
• Any Appetiser   • Any Main Course  • Any Rice or Nan

(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions applyTA
KE

 A
W

AY

THALI NIGHT
TUESDAY NIGHTS ONLY
ONLY £10.95

DINE IN

VALENTINES
BOOKINGS
Now Accepted

Mother’s Day Special
Sunday 22nd March
£11.95 - Book your table now

DINE INDINE IN

WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY
BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £10.95

Per Person

OPEN Christmas Day
Taking bookings now

Call us 01325 313326 to book your table
Deposit required when booking

BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £9.95

Available Thursday only
• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad

• Any Appetiser   • Any Main Course
• Any Rice or Nan

(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions applyTA
KE

 A
W

AY
Now taking bookings for

VALENTINE’S DAY
Valentines Special 
£28.95 per couple
Poppodoms & pickles - Any two 
starters - Any two main courses 

- Any rice and naan bread
Between two people - T&C apply

On Friday 13th March, 
football stopped for over 
300 young footballers at 
Newton Aycliffe Youth 
FC, as all our local 
youth leagues suspended 
matches. The football club 
committee then decided 
therefore, that we could 
not continue to bring the 
children together for any 
football club events. The 
committee felt the health of 
all our children was our top 
priority.
All training sessions 
were cancelled as well as 
scheduled fund raising 
events. Our individual 
club decision became a 
directive from the Football 
Association the following 
week, but the hope was that 
football would recommence 
by the end of April, to allow 
our teams to complete their 
league campaigns. However 
all our hopes were dashed 
as The FA announced at the 
end of March that season 
2019/2020 was ended.
Scheduled end of season 
and pre-season tournaments 
have been suspended or 
rescheduled in the hope that 
football can recommence, 
but in reality we can only 
look towards the normal 
start of next season, which 
is scheduled for early 
September.
Meanwhile social media 
is being used in many 
ways across all our teams 
at the football club, from 
general information, on 
line training sessions, to 
fun challenges taken on 
by individual teams, old 
photos of past teams and 
team coaches when they 
were in their prime, have 

been dug out from drawers 
and posted on our Facebook 
group, to entertain our 
young children, their 
parents and ex-players.
However, as an FA Charter 
Standard Community 
Football Club, that stretches 
beyond football and into the 
heart of our community, our 
thoughts are with everyone 
who has been affected by the 
current Covid 19 crisis. We 
applaud all those working in 
the NHS  and those working 
in care homes looking after 
our most vulnerable, as well 
as every key worker.
We will get through 
this and football will 
once again restart and 
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communities will build on 
the experiences they have 
gone through to be even 
stronger. Until that day be 
safe and please follow all 
the government guidelines 
that are issued.

Heighington 
Football

The Russell Foster Youth 
League teams who normally 
play on a Saturday have been 
told that the Under 8s and 
Under 10s current spring 
league has been cancelled 
after a consultation with the 
Football Association.
The Sunday T.J.F.A. League 
has not yet made a decision. 
The two Under 10s teams 
are in a decent position in 
their leagues and may have 
the chance of silverware.
But at the time of writing we 
are not sure what the league 
are planning.
John Anderson

Following the news that the 
FA Council has declared 
the 2019/2020 season null 
and void Newton Aycliffe 
FC chairman Allan Oliver 
has expressed his thanks to 
everyone involved with the 
Club.
Allan said, “It’s naturally 
disappointing that the 
season ended early. 
However, the country has 
more to worry about than 
football at present and we 
all have a full part to play 
to support the NHS by 
staying home.”
“I do though want to 
express my appreciation of 
the efforts everyone put in 
this year. The committee 
and other volunteers put 
so much time and effort in 
to the Club. Without them 
there wouldn’t be a Club.”
Colin Stromsoy and 
his management team 
including Mark Wood and 
Scott Brassell have worked 
wonders and produced 

a team that played 
entertaining football. They 
certainly gave us a feel 
good factor.”
“The players applied 
themselves magnificently 
throughout the season. 
Had the season played to a 
conclusion I have no doubt 
that it would have been 
our best Northern League 
finish.”
“None of this would have 
been possible without 
the magnificent support 
of our sponsors. We 
are immensely grateful 
to all those companies 
who contributed to our 
success. We are incredibly 
fortunate to have fantastic 
sponsors in John Elliott at 
Ebac, Danny Richmond at 
Bedsos and Alex Lineton 
at Beaumont Landscapes. 
I can’t thank them enough 
for all they’ve done for us 
this year.”
“I want also to thank our 
fans for their loyalty and 
dedication following the 
team home and away, 
including the young fans 
who have given the players 
such great support.”
“None of us know for 
certain what the next 
few months will bring or 
whether the next season 
will start on time. Whatever 
happens our focus will be 
on preparing a team that 
can carry on where we left 
off, continue to improve the 
ground and also complete 
the integration with 
Newton Aycliffe Juniors.”
“On a personal note I 
would like to pass on my 
thanks to everyone who 
has been involved with the 
club this season. It’s been a 
magnificent effort. These 
are challenging times but 
we can come through this 
together. In the meantime 
we need to stay at home 
and keep safe.”
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NHS Jobs are working 
with LinkedIn, the world’s 
largest professional 
network, to accelerate 
the recruitment of critical 
healthcare staff in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.
NHS Jobs, the official 
online recruitment service 
for the NHS in England 
and Wales, are working 
with LinkedIn to promote 
COVID-19 specific roles 
as ‘urgent’ on LinkedIn’s 
platform. Anyone looking 
for one of these roles can 
find them by visiting the 
LinkedIn Jobs homepage or 
NHS Jobs.
With 28+ million people 
in the UK on LinkedIn, 
professionals with the right 
skills will be notified of 
relevant roles, helping to 
quickly match those that can 
help with critical healthcare 
roles.
David Roberts, Head of 

NHS Jobs Working 
with LinkedIn

Service for NHS Jobs, said: 
“The NHS Jobs team have 
been working to make it 
easier for jobseekers to find 
roles relating to COVID-19 
and have been implementing 
measures to increase the 
reach of NHS vacancies. 
We appreciate the support 
LinkedIn have provided at 
this time and it is great to be 
working together to support 
this national effort.”
Josh Graff, UK Country 
Manager at LinkedIn 
said: “The NHS has never 
needed more support than 
it does today. LinkedIn is 
proud to help NHS Jobs to 
accelerate the recruitment 
of healthcare staff and 
connect those with essential 
skills to critical roles. The 
COVID-19 pandemic is the 
greatest challenge of our 
time and we all have a role 
to play in supporting the 
nation’s response efforts.”

Allan Oliver

Please, No 
Fireworks

Dear Sir
Please, please, can people 
reconsider using fireworks 
when supporting our key 
workers on a Thursday 
evening?
K9 Pursuits have received 
a number of calls from pet 
owners asking how they 
can help their traumatised 
pets in these situations.
A stressed pet is so hard to 
help when the actual thing 
that causes them stress 
is repeated on a regular 
basis.
Please, please, don’t use 
fireworks.
Gill Crawford
K9 Pursuits. 
Newton Aycliffe.


