
LOW PRICES ON NEW
• Doors • Windows • Conservatories •
• Porches • Guttering • Facias •
• Soffits • Brickwork • Door Canopies •

We also complete all aspects of
repair work on:  • Misted Units •
• Broken Locks • Leaks •

For a sensible, no obligation quotation
07816 675935 anytime or 304286 after 6pm

THE WINDOW GUYTHE WINDOW GUY
DOOR
SALE

NOW ON

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

Bengal Lounge

THALI NIGHT
TUESDAY NIGHTS ONLY
ONLY £11.95

DINE IN

01325 465 647 
24 hours, day and night 

59A Bondgate / Darlington / DL3 7JR 

Scooters from £295

Adjustable Beds from £595

• Wheelchairs, Bath Lifts and Stair Lifts
• No Obligation, FREE Home Demonstration
• Servicing and Repairs (at your home)

Lift Recline Chairs from £495

M.V. MOBILITY
MOBILE SHOWROOM
Part exchange welcome, written details on request

Call Michael on 01325 931032
or 0191 484 6172
Established 2003

Bedroom
Image

Sliding Wardrobes
Manufactured in our Newton Aycliffe Factory

www.bedrooomimage.co.uk
Visit our new studio at:

24 Cockerton Green, Darlington DL3 9EU

Telephone (01325) 464100
or

Middlesbrough and Washington
Telephone 0191 417 9174ELECTRICIAN

www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk
DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE

TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

Fault Finding / Repairs Qualifi ed Electrician
Extra Lights and Sockets Reliable Service
New Fuse Boards / Alarms Tidy Work
Rewires   Free Quote
Landlord Inspections  Satisfaction Guaranteed

Electric Adjustable
Bed Ranges

Est.                                           1898

BIG SIZE MENSWEAR
2XL to 8XL

huge range of designs now in stock

FROM

£599

Free Delivery

Newton News, Blue Bridge Centre, St. Cuthberts Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co Durham DL5 6DS  -  Tel: 01325 300212
Editor: paul@newtonnews.co.uk  •  Advertising: paul@newtonnews.co.uk

Incorporating “The Newtonian” - Aycliffe’s Community Newspaper

www.newtonnews.co.uk - No. 1 website for local news

Aycliffe Radio working in partnership with Newton News
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk

First Published in 1948 and still FREEFriday 10th April 2020

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you through those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

Cobblers Hall Village Centre
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

Tel: (01325) 319519
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T 01325 482999   F 01325 482989

Surtees House
T 01325 318600

W    ku.oc.ecivreslarenufesuohetihw.www 
E enquiries@whitehousefuneralservice.co.uk

Whitehouse Funeral Service Ltd   Reg No.  6984838

T 01325 482999    F     989284 52310 
W   ku.oc.ecivreslarenufesuohetihw.www 

E enquiries@whitehousefuneralservice.co.uk

Cockerton House, 11 West Auckland Road, Darlington DL3 9EJ 

John Whitehouse
Dip. F.D. L.M.B.I.F.D.

wh i tehouse
f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e

Whitehouse Funeral Service Ltd  Registration Number:  6984838 

Julie Whitehouse
Cockerton House, 11 West Auckland Road, Darlington DL3 9EJ

T 01325 482999   F 01325 482989
Surtees House, Hilton Road, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6EN

T 01325 318600
W www.whitehousefuneralservice.co.uk

E enquiries@whitehousefuneralservice.co.uk
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‘‘e truly independent family company caring for your needs’

T: 01325 318600  (24hr)

Private Chapels of Rest

Surtees House
Hilton Road
Newton Aycli� e DL5 6EN

� e truly independent family company caring for your needs

T: 01325 318600 (24 hour)

•  UPVC Windows and Doors  •
•  Conservatories  •

•  Composite Doors  •
•  Bi-Folding Doors  •

Telephone 01325 468222
Email: info@bespoke-windows.co.uk

SPECIAL OFFER:
Five Windows

+ One Door
£2880 inc. VAT

Spirits are high at HC-
One’s St Clare’s Court care 
home on Central Avenue 
as residents share rainbows 
and positive messages 
with their friends, family 
and local community 
during the UK coronavirus 
outbreak.
To spread happiness and 
positivity during these 
uncertain times, residents 
and team members at St 
Clare’s Court have been 
busy making rainbows 
to display in the home’s 
windows. Residents also 
had their photographs 
taken with the rainbows to 
show their loved ones that 
they are safe and well.
Regular video calls 
between residents and 
family members have been 
arranged and special Easter 
cards have been sent out to 
loved ones so that everyone 
can stay connected during 
the lockdown. 
Helen Emerson, St Clare’s 
Court Home Manager 
said: “It’s great to see our 
team and residents staying 
positive and reaching out 

Care Home Residents 
Share Positive Messages

to the local community 
during these difficult 
times.” 
St Clare’s Court offers 
short and long term 
care packages for older 
members of the community 

needing residential and 
residential dementia care. 
The home is also proud to 
have an impressive 9.9/10 
average user rating on the 
sectors leading comparison 
website, carehome.co.uk

Dear Sir,
Due to the Coronavirus 
lockdown Aycliffe Boxing 
Club have been told by 
England Boxing and the 
Government to cease 
all training sessions. 
Unfortunately the Aycliffe 
Club, who provide superb 
training to our community, 
still need to pay the rent in 
full each month.
Now as you may already 
know, Les and Paula run 
the club at zero profit, in 
actual fact it probably costs 
them money from their own 
pockets to keep the long 

running, hard work and 
dedication going.
For 35 years these amazing 
people have given the 
people of Newton Aycliffe 
their time and knowledge 
of the well loved sport of 
boxing and I feel it is so sad 
to think that the potential of 
permanent closure is a very 
real possibility.
Les and Paula recently 
launched a GoFundMe 
appeal via Facebook, and 
I am writing to appeal to 
local residents to donate 
whatever they can afford to 
the charity.
To put this into perspective, 
if every person in Great 
Aycliffe donated £1 each 
then Aycliffe Amateur 
Boxing Club can fight 
another day and be in a 
strong position to overcome 
diversity at this very hard 
time.
If you would like to 
donate to this local worthy 
cause, here is the link to 
the online donation site: 
ht t ps://www.justg iv ing.
c o m / c r o w d f u n d i n g /
l e s - g i b s o n ? u t m _
term=ZZzB7rWEy
Name & address supplied

Aycliffe Boxing Club 
Funding Appeal
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Hello!   If you are self-isolating, I can help

My name is ............................................................................................................

I live locally, at ......................................................................................................

My phone number is ...........................................................................................
If you are self-isolating due to COVID-19, I can help with:

       Picking up shopping   Posting mail

       A friendly phone call   Urgent supplies

Just call or text me and I will do my best to help you (for free!)

Coronavirus is contagious. Please take every precaution to ensure you are 
spreading only kindness. Avoid physical contact (2m distance). Wash your 
hands regularly. Items should be left on doorsteps.

BEING NEIGHBOURLY
Over the coming weeks/months more and more residents will become self-isolated. If you are aware of a neighbour 
who finds themselves in this predicament, you can still help. By filling in the form below and posting through 
their letter box you are showing your willingness to assist them. By working together we can help our neighbours, 
especially those in our area who are most vulnerable.

124 Recovery Company
Vehicles, Recruiting and Display

1407 Squadron Air Cadets
Drill Display and Recruiting

102 Battalion REME
Vehicles, Recruiting and Display

FREE HATS
AND
FLAGS
(while stocks last)

* Vintage Vehicles
* Singalong with Jenna
* Bagpipes at 1pm & 3pm
* MP & Mayor Visit
* Ice Cream / Face Painter
* Vintage Vehicles

Jenna Highfield
1940’s Singer and Entertainer

Sat., 15th August 2020
11.00am to 4.00pm

Aycliffe Town Centre

201 Field Hospital
Medical Treatment Facility Display

What’s Happening:Local Armed Forces displays all day11am - Aycli� e Radio11.30am - Jenna High� eld12pm - Aycli� e Radio12.30pm - Jenna High� eld1pm - Mayor Arrives + Piper1.15pm - Aycli� e Radio1.30pm - 1407 Cadets Drill2pm - Jenna High� eld2.30pm - Aycli� e Radio3pm - Piper Plays “Battle O’er”3.15pm - Jenna High� eld3.45pm - Aycli� e Radio

75th ANNIVERSARY

VE/VJ Day Celebration

Greenfield Arts have been 
working alongside the 
Shildon community and 
regional organisations in an 
exciting project to realise 
a new artistic gateway at 
Shildon Station. The new 
artwork will be informed 
by the people of Shildon, 
the community spirit of 
the place and its rich and 
significant heritage.
Creative Director Katy 
Milne and Artist/Designer 
Nic Golightly are now busy 
finalising research and 
forming the creative designs 
that reflect the past, present 
and future of the Shildon 
community.
Creative Director, Katy 
Milne states, “although we 
are all in very extraordinary 
and challenging times at 
the moment, this work is 
still developing, and we 
are working towards the 
final outcome that has been 
informed by the exceptional 
people from across Shildon.  
Community is so important, 
and we intend to recognise 
and celebrate the Shildon 
community, it’s past, 
present and future, through 
the new look and feel of the 

Shildon Station platform.”
Artist Nic Golightly has 
produced a Zine (magazine) 
that captures many of the 
voices heard throughout 
the project. You can enjoy 
this and find out more 
about our designs and the 
progress the project has 
made by visiting our blog, 
https://bit.ly/2OPiBjB, or 
contact Greenfield Arts for 
further information info@
greenfield-arts.co.uk
The project is supported 
by Northern Heartlands, 
one of the sixteen Great 
Place Schemes in England, 
funded by National Lottery 
Heritage Fund and Arts 
Council England and also 
by Bishop Rail Community 
Partnership. Although 
Greenfield Arts face to face 
activity in the community 
is on hold, Greenfield Arts 
are committed to realising 
this work for the Shildon 
community. The project 
timeline will be extended, 
due to coronavirus, but will 
look forward to the time 
when we can install, share 
the new work and celebrate 
this fantastic place and its 
remarkable community.

SHILDON IN MOTION 
IS GAINING SPEED

Students from Greenfield 
Community College have 
been rehearsing for their now 
infamous Performing Arts 
annual production. Due to 
unprecedented circumstances 
the show is postponed but will 
still take place at a later date. 
This year ‘Grease’ is the 
word, the popular film and 
musical is sure to attract 
a keen audience from all 
generations.  Greenfield 
staff and students have been 
entertaining the community 
with a stream of wonderful 
interpretations of musical 
classics over the years. 
Students this year will have 
a lot to live up to but have 
already been working hard 
to bring about a wonderful 
evening of live music and 
performance so that audiences 
can enjoy a rendition of this 
Broadway hit.
Students at Greenfield are 
being supported to learn 
from home across a range of 
subjects and many of those 
involved in the Performing 

Arts production will have 
an opportunity to continue 
honing their skills and 
learning lines in preparation 
for the performance.
“We are really pleased that 
students are working hard 
and finding some time to 
continue to prepare for the 
show. It’s going to be a night 
to celebrate the incredible 
skill and ability of our young 
people.” Performing Arts 
Greenfield Community 
College is a specialist Arts 
and Science school and 
is committed to offering 
valuable opportunities to 
students as part of their 
extended learning programme 
to encourage self-led learning 
and enable students to achieve 
their full potential.
If you would like to know more 
about the many resources 
available please contact the 
school via the school email 
contact@greenfieldschool.
net or visit the website www.
greenfieldschool.net for more 
information.

Preparation for 
Greenfield’s Annual 

Production

Children can continue 
to experience the joy of 
music when their regular 
lessons move online after 
the Easter holidays. 
In normal circumstances, 
Durham Music Service 
(DMS) provides small 
group lessons to more 
than 4,000 primary and 
secondary school pupils 
across County Durham 
and Darlington per week. 
This is in addition to 
whole school sessions, 
which see 18,000 young 
musicians hone their 
skills on a whole range of 
instruments – from brass 
and woodwind, to singing 
and the ukulele.
Government social 
distancing measures 
currently mean these 
sessions can no longer go 
ahead in schools. However, 
DMS, which is funded by 
Durham County Council, 
Darlington Borough 
Council and Arts Council 
England, is determined 

to continue sharing the 
uplifting benefits of music.
Over the last few weeks, 
the team has been working 
hard to put the technology 
in place to allow it to offer 
online lessons to all its 
regular pupils, and any 
new students wishing 
to get involved. Video 
conference style calls will 
enable children to continue 
to learn and socialise with 
their teacher in their usual 
groups.
A daily video will also 
be produced for use in 
schools educating the 
children of key workers 
and will be accessible for 
youngsters being taught 
at home. These videos 
will be based around a 
daily theme, including: 
Groovy Moovey Monday; 
Tiny Tunes Tuesday, 
Ukulele Fun Wednesday; 
Singalong Thursday; and 
Rockin’ Rhythm Friday.
But the musical mischief 
does not stop there. 

THE BEAT GOES ON AS 
SCHOOL MUSIC SERVICE 

MOVES ONLINE
The DMS team is also 
busy creating fun-filled 
music videos, which it is 
uploading on YouTube 
and sharing on social 
media under the hashtag 
#DMShomesessions. It is 
encouraging families and 
individuals to capture and 
share their own musical 
moments using the hashtag 
to inspire and bring cheer 
to even more people.
Mike Summers, manager 
of DMS, said: “In times of 
uncertainty, it is important 
to help create a sense of 
normality for children, 
which is why we were 
determined to continue to 
deliver our music lessons 
in a safe and accessible 
way.
“Thanks to technology, 
our teachers can continue 
to connect with their 
pupils, allowing the 
children to continue their 
musical education, while 
experiencing the sense of 
joy creativity evokes.
“Face-to-face contact 
like this is so important 
when youngsters are not 
able to see their friends 
or socialise outside of the 
home.”
Cllr Olwyn Gunn, Cabinet 
member for children and 
young people’s services at 
Durham County Council, 
said: “Michael and the 
team have done such a 
fantastic job at moving 
DMS online in just a few 
weeks. 
“Singing and playing a 
musical instrument can do 
wonders for our wellbeing 
and it is especially 
beneficial for children. It 
is more important than 
ever that we look after 
our mental health and I 
am delighted youngsters 
in County Durham and 
Darlington can continue to 
enjoy their music lessons 
while social distancing.
“I would encourage 
everyone to join in the 
fun and share their 
musical adventures using 
the #DMShomesessions 
hashtag. I can’t wait to see 
and hear what everyone 
has been up to.”
DMS will launch the online 
sessions after the Easter 
holiday and has written 
to schools and the parents 
and carers of children 
currently receiving tuition. 
Any parents who have not 
received an email can also 
fill in a form online at: 
www.durhammusic.org.
uk/news/email-to-parents-
and-carers
For more information 
about DMS and how 
to get involved in 
# D M S h o m e s e s s i o n s 
visit www.durhammusic.
org.uk or follow @
Durhammusiconline on 
Facebook, @TrustDurham 
on Twitter and Durham 
Music on YouTube.



HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?
We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.

Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£49.00 inc VAT (per will) and Free Home Visit

During the day or evening
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE

PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

 Members of the Society of Will Writers
 F.Inst.PA (Qualifi ed Paralegal)

IT SUPPORT & 
NETWORK SECURITY

TELECOMS  |  SECURITY
DEVELOPMENT

lucidgrp.co.uk
01325 582121  hi@lucidgrp.co.uk
Blue Bridge Centre, Horndale Ave, Newton Aycliffe,DL5 7YR
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HAVE YOU
GOT NEWS
FOR US?

We are always interested
in local news stories.

We like to feature good
news and interesting

items on achievements
& community service

Tel: Paul
01325 300212

or paul@newtonnews.co.uk

Funeralcare

Newton Aycliffe Funeralcare 
Oakcliffe Cottage, 
Macmillan Road, DL5 4LH

01325 300 510

Providing a caring personal service  

24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

www.coop.co.uk/funeralcare

FNC0317331392-2_Newton_Aycliffe_ad.indd   1 15/05/2017   15:33

UTC South Durham staff 
are working together 
to create much needed 
PPE (Personal Protective 
Equipment) visors for NHS 
trusts, district nursing 
teams, GP surgeries, and 
care homes throughout 
the North East region. The 
school’s initiative, known 
as Visors for Victory, has 
already produced 200 visors 
and is currently sourcing 
more material to continue 
production.
200 visors have already 
been distributed, including 
to district nurses at 
University Health Centre, 
Durham, recently set-up 
Hot Hubs in Darlington 
and Middleton-in-Teesdale, 
two GP surgeries, and 
two care and domiciliary 
organisations.
The UTC team, led by Vice 
Principal Jamie Smith, 
are making use of the 
engineering facilities on 
site and creating protective 
visors using a laser cutter. 
UTC staff have volunteered 
to help with production, 
delivery, and purchasing 
materials.
Speaking about making 
the visors, Jamie Smith 
said: “After hearing about 
the unavailability of PPE 
for our health workers and 
seeing the efforts of other 
UTCs across the country, 
we decided to support 
healthcare providers by 
making visors. The NHS 
and other healthcare 
providers are helping so 
many people during this 
incredibly difficult time, 
and we wanted to give 
something back to try and 
keep our healthcare heroes 
safe.”
“The crisis has also 
shown how much we need 
people with STEM skills, 
particularly healthcare 
workers, engineers and 
technologists – those UTC 
is designed to support. It’s 
been a privilege to use my 
engineering and design 
skills to develop these 
visors, and to make and 
distribute them with the 
committed team at UTC.”
Over the coming weeks, 

small teams will be working 
to produce the visors whilst 
following social distancing 
guidelines. UTC South 
Durham has also donated 
masks, gloves and goggles 
to the County Durham and 
Darlington NHS Foundation 
Trust. UTC students are 
also getting involved in the 
initiative, with Sixth Form 
student Connor Lowrie 
donating 20 visors he had 
made using his 3D printer 
at home.
UTC are fundraising via 
Just Giving to help with 
the costs of materials for 
the visors. Teacher Andy 
Blackett has also organised 
a National Three Peaks Stair 
Climbing Challenge, which 
challenges individuals or 
teams of up to six people to 
climb the combined height 
of Ben Nevis, Snowdon and 
Scafell Pike in their own 
homes on Monday 13th 
April. More information 
can be found on UTC’s 
website: utcsouthdurham.
org/visors-for-victory/how-
you-can-help.
Based in Newton Aycliffe, 
UTC South Durham is a 

Visors for Victory!
UTC South Durham Makes PPE for NHS

STEM focused school for 
14-19 year olds, specialising 
in engineering and advanced 
manufacturing. UTC is one 
of 20 schools within the 
UTC (University Technical 
Colleges) network which 
are supporting the NHS by 
making masks and other 
protective equipment using 
3D printers.

Photo: South Durham 
Nurses at University Health 
Centre, Durham wearing 
the visors made by UTC 
South Durham.

Explaining 
Coronavirus 
to the Youth 

of Britain
A young persons’ guide 
to keeping safe during the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
been launched by a leading 
health and social care 
organisation, Turning Point. 
The digital leaflet aimed 
at under-18’s offers expert 
support and advice. With 
easy to read information 
about Coronavirus, social 
distancing advice in line 
with government guidelines 
and their own in-house 
expertise.
The social enterprise, which 
supports thousands of young 
people in their substance 
misuse and sexual health 
services, highlights the 
strain having whole families 
isolating together may 
have, particularly on young 
people.
Jane Wright, head of young 
people’s services, said: 
“Being cooped up with your 
family in the house can 
naturally be a bit challenging 
and frustrating for everyone. 
However if you feel unsafe 
at home and are worried you 
or someone else may get 
hurt it’s important to talk to 
someone you trust”
“If you are separated from 
your boyfriend or girlfriend 
during the isolation period 
there are lots of ways to 
connect with them at a 
distance. Be aware of 
Sexting and don’t feel 
pressured by anyone to 
share images of yourself. It’s 
illegal for U18’s to share or 
receive images.”
The substance misuse 
charity advises young 
people to be aware on the 
strain on the NHS during the 
COVID-19 crisis, meaning 
less resources are available 
to help during an overdose 
or needing emergency 
contraception.
The digital leaflet 
recommends making the 
most of all digital platforms 
available to keep up 
friendships, for example 
streaming a live concert on 
Facebook live or using the 
party feature on Netflix.
The digital leaflet has 
already been successfully 
distributed to some schools 
and colleges across Britain. 

Children’s 
Book by 

Local Artist
Dear Sir,
My name is Jilly and I am 
an Artist and Learning 
Officer (at Auckland Castle, 
Bishop) but live in Newton 
Aycliffe. I am not an Author 
but whilst in isolation I have 
written a book inspired by 
my daughter and needing to 
explain the virus to her and 
why we are all inside. It is 
available on Amazon and 
free from my website.
I hope it will help some 
parents and children to enjoy 
it (the cost from Amazon 
was the lowest I could put 
and any profits will go to 
charity - my daughters 
choice!)
I thought it might brighten 
the gloomy news currently 
around!
Website:
https://jilly-keast.wixsite.
com/jillianjohnstonarts
Amazon link:
https://www.amazon.co.uk/
dp/B086V118D6/ref=sr_1_4
?dchild=1&keywords=Jillia
n+johnston&qid=158629572
4&s=books&sr=1-4
Jillian Johnston

New job opportunities are 
being created in County 
Durham’s adult social care 
sector as a result of the 
Coronavirus pandemic. 
An online recruitment and 
training programme has 
been launched by the County 
Durham Care Academy in 
response to the pressures 
placed on the sector by 
COVID-19. 
There are three key roles, 
including care workers, 
kitchen assistants and 
domestic assistants being 
recruited as part of the 
campaign. 
The academy, which was 
set up by Durham County 
Council, is also offering 
remote training and 
development to provide 
potential new staff with the 
skills they will need to access 
opportunities in the sector.
These are available to anyone 
wishing to work in adult 
social care, including those 
without prior experience.  
Job opportunities, online 
training modules and an 
online application form can 
be accessed on the Care 
Academy website www.
durham.gov.uk/careacademy 

The academy will then be 
able to match candidates’ 
skills against a range of 
potential vacancies, both 
within the county council 
and the county’s independent 
sector providers, once 
the online form has been 
completed. 
There are more than 100 
independent sector care 
providers in County Durham, 
supporting adults with 
social and physical activities 
including household tasks, 
personal care and attending 
appointments. 
Cllr Lucy Hovvels MBE, 
Cabinet member for adult 
and health services, said: 
“Social care is the second 
largest employer in County 
Durham and it is vital that 
we work closely with our 
providers to ensure that they 
are supported effectively, 
especially during the extreme 
challenges that are arising 
because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
“We are already being 
proactive in finding out 
what gaps there are in the 
workforce and they’re being 
addressed by this campaign 
from our care academy. 

These online training courses 
and advice will be extremely 
valuable in allowing us to 
improve care across County 
Durham in these uncertain 
times. 
“I would also encourage 
people who aren’t currently 
working in the care sector 
to consider upskilling and 
applying for one of these 
roles. Some people may be 
feeling a lack of security in 
their current role because of 
the impact of Coronavirus, or 
would like to support the care 
sector at this time, and they 
could find these courses and 
roles very rewarding.”
For more details on each 
of the three roles and 
their requirements, you 
can also visit: http://
w w w. d u r h a m . g o v . u k /
careacademyrecruitment

New Opportunities in 
County Durham Care Sector
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KEEP
YOUR
PROPERTY SAFE

All security solutions undertaken 
such as Grills, Gates, Bars,

Be-Spoke Boxes

Call DBS on 01325 307230
Mobile: Scott 07772 182357

Email: scott@dbs-fabrication.co.uk
Website: www.dbs-fabrication.co.uk

CALL YOUR
LOCAL
POLICE

IN AN EMERGENCY
ALWAYS CALL 999

101
101 is now the number to call when you want 
to contact your local police - when it’s less 
urgent than 999

WHEN SHOULD I CALL 101?
To report less urgent crime or disorder and for 
general police enquiries, for example:
• if your car has been stolen;
• if your property has been damaged;
• when you suspect drug use or dealing;
• to report a minor traffi  c collision;
• to give information about crime in your area;
or
• if you would like to speak to your local police offi  cer

My three year old neighbour, Bradley Elwood, painted this picture for us to place in our 
window. He also did one for the house opposite. I thought this was such a considerate and 
kind act by a three year old it deserved to be published.
Thank you, Ian J. McDonald

READERS’ PHOTOGRAPHS

HELPLINE 
FOR CANCER 

PATIENTS
A helpline dedicated 
to offering support and 
advice to patients who are 
undergoing cancer care 
and treatment has been 
set up by the cancer care 
team at County Durham 
and Darlington NHS 
Foundation Trust.
Macmillan Lead Cancer 
Nurse, Clare Doney, said, 
“At this unprecedented 
time, we wanted to ensure 
that cancer patients have 
a point of contact, a 
number to ring if they have 
questions - about non-
urgent clinical concerns, 
clinics or investigations, 
and treatment. They may 
also need advice about 
accessing financial support 
or want to talk about their 
emotional wellbeing. 
Undergoing cancer 
treatment can be complex 
and worrying. Under the 
current circumstances, we 
really wanted to be here for 
our cancer patients – in a 
practical way.”
“We set up the helpline 
in less than a week and it 
went live on Monday 6th 
April.”
“Calls will be answered 
by our Cancer Pathway 
Navigators and Cancer 
Care Coordinators who 
will deal with all queries 
and signpost patients to 
other support services 
where required. They are 
delighted to be involved 
and look forward to 
supporting our patients.”
The helpline will be open 
9am-5pm Monday to Friday 
or a message can be left 
out of hours. Ring 01207 
594466. It’s an additional 
line of support and patients 
can also continue to 
contact their clinical nurse 
specialist or email: cddft.
cancerhelpline@nhs.net
Don’t forget our local 
Great Aycliffe Cancer 
Support Group, contact 
Allison on 07762 258696.

Along with many others on 
Thursday evening I went out 
to clap for our NHS and Care 
workers and on Tuesday 
evening at 8 o’clock I also 
went out to clap for Boris, 
this made me think more 
about the personal effects 
on so many people. I first 
thought of his partner Carrie 
and how she must be feeling 
both Boris and her unborn 
child. There are of course 
many other people both local 
to us and throughout the 
world who are feeling the 
consequences of this virus at 
a very personal level. It is all 
too easy for us just to think 
in terms of the numbers we 
see in the daily briefings. 
Seeing someone like Boris 
affected enough for, at the 
time of writing, for him to 
have just spent a second 
night in intensive care 
shows how indiscriminate 
this virus is. Prior to being 
admitted Boris would have 
been seen as a healthy 
person and his admittance to 
hospital shows that this is not 
just something that affects 
the elderly or people with 
underlying health problems 
it has the potential to affect 
us all.
That is why we must follow 
the instructions on social 
distancing and stay two 
metres apart from each 
other. It is why we should 
wash our hands regularly 
for at least 20 seconds. It is 
why we should stay at home 
unless we are taking daily 
exercise, going for food 
going for medical supplies or 
going to work. 
The message remains 
stay at home stay safe and 
protect our NHS.
This column originated for 
me to keep you informed 
about my Parliamentary 

activity and outside of 
the coronavirus there 
have actually been other 
significant happenings this 
week. As you will probably 
have seen we now have 
a new leadership of the 
Labour Party through Sir 
Kier Starmer who has now 
appointed his own shadow 
cabinet. One of the new 
members of this shadow 
cabinet is Rachel Reeves, 
Rachel used to chair the 
select committee for BEIS 
(business, energy and 
industrial strategy), which 
as I have told you previously 
I am a member of. I now 
await to see who will replace 
Rachel in the chair but it will 
be a Labour member as the 
select committees chairs are 
specifically allocated to each 
party. 
Moving on to more local 
politics I would like to 
applaud Durham and 
Darlington Councils for their 
efforts in setting up the local 
help systems, call them on 
03000 260 260 (Durham) and 
01325 405000 (Darlington) 
if you need anything and 
they have both also been 
excellent at distributing 
funds to businesses, indeed 
Durham are in the top three 
counties in the country for 
funds issued.
I also thank each and 
everyone of you that has 
volunteered either to 
organisations or simply to 
help your extended family 
or neighbours or even just to 
do something to put a smile 
on someone else’s face, it all 
helps.
So to finish this week, please 
stay at home, stay safe and 
protect our NHS.
Paul Howell
Member of Parliament
for Sedgefield

PARLIAMENT TALK

Paul Howell, Member of Parliament for Sedgefield A North East council is continuing to provide employment 
and skills training during the Coronavirus pandemic.
Durham County Council is offering support to unemployed 
residents and young people remotely, as it adapts services 
to comply with government guidance aimed at reducing the 
spread of COVID-19.
The council’s DurhamWorks, Adult Learning and Skills 
Service and Employability Durham teams have ceased all 
face to face services until further notice but are continuing to 
work remotely and providing support via phone, text, email, 
Facebook and online chats.
• County residents aged 16 to 24 who are unemployed can 
get information, support and advice on job and apprenticeship 
opportunities, and courses and training by chatting online to 
a member of the Durham Works team and/or visiting https://
www.facebook.com/durhamworks/ or https://durhamworks.
info/contact-us
• People aged 25 and over who are unemployed and living in 
the county can still seek help and support to get back into work 
or start their own business through Employability Durham. To 
speak to the team email employability@durham.gov.uk or visit 
http://www.durham.gov.uk/employability or https://www.
facebook.com/Employability-Durham-2338781619671496/
• County residents aged 16 and over who are interested in 
gaining skills and qualifications and/or personal development 
can access a range of online, distance learning courses offered 
by the Adult Learning and Skills Service. To find out more 
phone 03000 266115, email alss@durham.gov.uk or visit  
www.durham.gov.uk/adultlearning
Meanwhile the council is encouraging people who may be 
victims of domestic abuse to seek support. 
Harbour’s refuges are still open for victims and providing 
support in the following forms:
• Refuge accommodation and support
• Video support
• WhatsApp messaging
• Telephone calls
• Email support
Harbour can be contacted by calling 03000 20 25 25
emailing: clientservice@myharbour.org.uk
or visiting: https://www.myharbour.org.uk
People in an abusive situation can also contact police without 
speaking. To do so they should:
• Ring 999
• Listen to the questions from the operator and respond by
 coughing or tapping the handset if they can
• If prompted they should dial 55 – letting the operator know 
they are in an emergency situation and to put the call through 
to police.
Meanwhile, the council’s street lighting team is running a 
limited service but continuing to respond to emergency call 
outs and repairing single lights where it is possible and safe 
to do so.
Cllr Olwyn Gunn, the council’s Cabinet member for children 
and young people’s services, said: “We are doing everything 
we can to ensure the essential services our residents rely on 
are effected as little as possible in these very difficult times. 
Teams like DurhamWorks, the Adult Learning and Skills 
Service and Employability Durham are rightly heeding 
government guidance and not offering their usual face to face 
service but the vital support they provide can still be accessed 
remotely and we would encourage anyone needing their help 
to get in touch.”

Maintaining Support 
to Unemployed and 

Young People
It’s the final few weeks 
of training for our newest 
recruits who are eager to 
get started.
The latest 24-strong cohort 
have been completing their 
final sessions from home 
in recent weeks and using 
technology to keep in 
touch with trainers.
The group will finish on 
April 24 before hitting the 
streets in their designated 
areas on May 4.
PCs Abbie Wallace and 
Thomas James were 
snapped by trainer PC 
Jeffrey Summerhill earlier 
today.
The next cohorts of 20 
PCSOs and 24 PCs are due 
to arrive at our training 
centre, in Meadowfield, 

on April 20 and April 27 
respectively.
The recruits will be split 
into smaller groups so 
social distancing measures 
can be adhered to.
Police skills trainer, Brian 
Maudling, said: “Our new 
recruits will be a great 
addition to our team and 
we are really looking 
forward to having them 
embark on their new 
careers as PCs.
“It will definitely be an 
unusual situation for 
them to begin in such 
unprecedented times but 
as always, our officers are 
ready to adapt and take on 
new challenges to keep the 
communities they serve 
safe.”

Abbie Wallace Thomas James

POLICE RECRUITS 
HIT THE BEAT
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.  .  .  AND ANYTHING ELSE YOU CAN DREAM UP!

YOUR PR INT OUR REPUTAT ION

Bags / Tags
Banners
Books
Brochures
Business Cards
Business Stationery
Calendars
Canvas Prints
Catalogues

Certificates
Desk Pads
Direct Mail
Draw Tickets
Event Invites
Envelopes
Embossing
Embellishing
Exhibition Displays

Flyers
Folders
Folded Leaflets
Greetings Cards
Labels
Letterheads
Magazines
Magnetic Signs / Labels
Mailers

Menus
Multi-Part Forms (NCR)
Notepads
Plastic Cards
Point of Sale
Postcards
Posters
Promotional Gifts
PVC Banners

Ring Binders
Roller Banners
Signage
Stickers / Labels
Vinyl Stickers
Wall Planners
Wedding Stationery
Window Stickers
Workwear

WE  DON’T  JUST  PR INT  THE
.  .  .  WE  DO ALL  THIS  TOO!

Residents in County 
Durham are being reminded 
about the importance of 
staying at home during the 
Coronavirus outbreak. 
With the Easter bank 
holiday fast approaching, 
Durham County Council 
is asking residents to 
continue to stay at home 
and only leave the house for 
essential reasons outlined 
by the government in order 
to save lives. 
These essential reasons 
are shopping for basic 
necessities, which should 
be done as infrequently 
as possible, one form 
of exercise per day, any 
medical need, or to travel 
for work purposes but only 
when this cannot be done 
from home. 
Staying at home as much as 
possible, especially during 
the Easter break, is vital to 
stopping further spread of 
Coronavirus and protecting 
members of the community 
who are at risk. Those who 
do not show any symptoms 
can still carry and spread 
the virus to others.
However, staying at home 
does not mean the holiday 
break cannot be enjoyed. 
The council is offering a 
number of activities and 
services to keep families 

entertained together 
during the stay at home 
period, including a wide 
range of online education 
and leisure activities for 
children. 
The council is also 
encouraging residents to 
take care of their mental 
health during the stay 
at home period. On its 
website, the council has 
prepared a dedicated page 
of advice and features five 
top tips for mental health 
during the Coronavirus 
outbreak. This includes 
limiting news reading and 
seeking information from 
reputable sources, keeping 
in touch with friends, 
family and colleagues, 
ensuring to eat and exercise 
well, maintaining a healthy 
work from home routine, 
and focusing on what you 
can control. 
A full list of fun resources, 
activities, as well as 
information and advice 
on staying at home, 
can be found online at 
w w w. d u r h a m . g o v. u k /
stayhomesavelives 
Popular attractions, such 
as Bowes Museum, Raby 
Castle and museums under 
The Auckland Project, 
are offering a ‘museums 
at home’ experience. At-

home visitors can explore 
collections online, listen 
to oral histories, bake with 
traditional Easter recipes, 
as well access a number 
of resources for families 
including craft packs and 
learning materials. 
Meanwhile, Durham 
Cathedral is offering 
virtual services which are 
being live streamed daily 
for morning and evening 
prayer. The cathedral is 
providing links to Church 
of England worship 
and prayer, as well as 
downloadable activity 
resources for children.
Visit County Durham is 
also hosting a number of 
online Easter activities 
including an online egg 
hunt, where families 
can follow the clues and 
discover the highlights of 

RESIDENTS ASKED TO STAY AT HOME 
TO SAVE LIVES OVER EASTER WEEKEND

County Durham. They will 
also be providing a number 
of Easter activity content, 
including colouring sheets 
of Durham’s picturesque 
attractions, trivia games 
and Easter baking. All 
content, and information 
about virtual services 
and museum tours can 
be accessed at www.
thisisdurham.com/easter   
Children will be able to 
enjoy County Durham 
library service’s popular 
storytelling sessions. A 
series of audio recordings 
of stories and poems will 
be broadcasted from the 
council’s YouTube channel, 
starting from Thursday 
9 April at 2pm, with a 
performance of Chicken 
Licken. Broadcasts will 
run weekly until 30 April 
and can be watched online 
at www.durham.gov.uk/
youtubelibraryonline
Wharton and Hardwick 
Parks will be hosting a 
Bunny Bop on Saturday, 
11 April, in conjunction 
with children’s entertainer 
Nikki Noo Noo through 
Facebook Live. The free 
sessions will be at 10am for 
Hardwick Park and 2pm for 
Wharton Park, which can 
be accessed by joining the 
Facebook group at www.

fa ceb o ok .com /g roups /
ParksBunnyBop/ 
While the stay at 
home period is a good 
opportunity for residents 
to have a clear-out, or to do 
some DIY or gardening, the 
council is also reminding 
residents that all Household 
Waste Recycling Centres 
(HWRCs) are closed under 
government guidance.
To keep streets clean and 
safe during this time, and 
to assist bin crews who are 
working to prioritise and 
maintain general waste, the 
council is asking residents 
to consider postponing 
home projects. Where this 
is not reasonable, residents 
are being asked to store 
unwanted items indoors, or 
consider home composting 
garden waste, until 
HWRCs can be reopened 
and waste can be disposed 
of appropriately.
There will be no change 
to bin collections over 
Easter or during the Bank 
Holiday and residents are 
reminded to put their bin 
out as normal. Bins should 
be placed at the kerbside 
by 7am on their usual 
collection day. To find 
out your collection day, 
enter your postcode at My 
Durham at www.durham.

gov.uk 
Cllr Lucy Hovvels MBE, 
Cabinet member for adult 
and health services, said: 
“Now more than ever, 
particularly when people 
may wish to spend the 
Easter break outdoors, 
it is vital that every 
resident keeps following 
government guidelines and 
stays at home to stop the 
spread of the virus and save 
lives.
“Even with the temptation 
of nice weather, it is 

important that we all 
continue to play a part 
in helping to prevent the 
spread of Coronavirus 
and protect those in our 
community who are 
vulnerable and at risk. 
“There are still plenty of 
exciting things to do to keep 
yourself and your family 
entertained while staying 
at home during the Easter 
period, and we are working 
hard to ensure services 
are maintained and our 
residents are supported.”

Durham Works 
Employability Team
The DurhamWorks Employability Team at CACD  continue 
to offer their support to those young people aged 16-24 in 
County Durham who are seeking employment, education 
or training. 
Despite not being able to run their very popular courses 
during this period, our highly skilled and experienced 
team are maintaining contact with young people by phone, 
email or social media. They are providing their trademark 
friendly help and useful information, focussing on staying 
positive, healthy and motivated, setting personal targets 
such as creating or improving their CV, applying for 
employment or seeking out volunteering opportunities. 
If you or someone you know would benefit from our help 
please contact Eve Galloway in the first instance on 07876 
346 047 or email  Eve.galloway@citizensadvicecd.org.uk
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Have You
Got News 
For Us?
We are always 

interested in local
news stories.

We like to feature
good news and 
interesting items
on achievements 
and community 

service

Tel: Paul 
01325 300212

or email: 
paul@newtonnews.co.uk

WALKERS
BUTCHERS and BAKERS
Simpasturegate • Newton Aycliffe • 312022

Aycliffe’s Longest Established Butcher & Baker

Your Local Family 
Butcher and Baker

FOR ALL YOUR MEAT REQUIREMENTS.
FULLY OPERATIONAL ON-SITE BAKERY.

Catering for Weddings, Funerals, Christenings, 
Private and Public Functions

(including Pie and Peas suppers)
Supplying restaurants, snack and sandwich bars.

Call for more details and quotes
www.walkersbutchers.co.uk

Citizens Advice provides 
advice on a range of issues 
– including things that 
are going to be on a lot of 
people’s minds as a result of 
the Coronavirus pandemic 
such as benefits, statutory 
sick pay, housing and debt.  
Citizens Advice County 
Durham has had to take 
measures to protect the health 
and wellbeing of volunteers, 
clients and staff but is still 
able to provide advice, even 
during isolation.
Stuart Dexter, Citizens 
Advice County Durham, 
Chief Officer said: “Due to 
Covid 19 we have had to 
temporarily close our face-to-
face advice services to be able 
to protect our staff, volunteers 
and clients - however we have 
worked hard to ensure that 
we have telephone support in 
place to be able to continue 
to answer your questions and 
provide you with the advice 
that you need.”
“At this time our services are 
needed more than ever and 
we have put extra resources in 
place to cover the additional 
telephone demand that we 
expect to see over the coming 
weeks. All of our amazing 

staff and volunteers are 
working very hard to answer 
your calls but, please do bear 
with us if waiting times are a 
little longer than normal.”
Information is also available 
via the Citizens Advice 
County Durham website, 
where they will be providing 
regular service updates. 
Their web address is https://
www.citizensadvicecd.org.
uk and they can be contacted 
by telephone in the following 
ways:
Adviceline:
0300 330 9027
Monday to Friday
10.00am-4.00pm
Debt Adviceline:
0300 323 2000
Monday to Friday
9.00am-1.00pm
Consumer Helpline:
0808 223 1133
Monday to Friday
9.00am-5.00pm
Universal Credit New 
Claims Free Helpline:
0800 144 8 444
Monday to Friday
8.00am-6.00pm
(if you have received your 
first Universal Credit 
payment then please call our 
Adviceline).

CITIZENS ADVICE 
COUNTY DURHAM

In response to the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
the Chancellor announced 
a series of measures to 
support businesses and their 
employees. One of those 
measures is the CJRS, that 
allows employers to claim 
80% of the wages of staff 
(up to a maximum of £2,500 
per employee) that they have 
furloughed (been put on 
temporary leave).
HMRC is working at pace to 
deliver the service that will 
allow businesses to make a 
claim. Businesses, and agents 
that are authorised to act on 
behalf of clients for PAYE 

matters, will be able to claim. 
However, file only agents, 
including Payroll Bureaus, 
will not be able access the 
service due to data protection 
reasons.
File only agents
If you are a file only agent, we 
still need your support. You 
will need to help your clients, 
as you might hold information 
that they need to make their 
claim. Businesses will need 
the following information 
on each of their furloughed 
employees:
• National Insurance number
• salary, National Insurance 
and pension contribution 
information that allows 
business to calculate the claim 
amount.
Service launch
We are ready to launch on 
20 April. This will be made 
public shortly, at which 
point we will be contacting 
businesses to advise them 
what they need to do. At this 
point we would welcome you 
also contacting your clients 
and offering yourselves as 
vital support during this 
process, either directly, if 
authorised, or indirectly if 
you are a file only agent.
We are expecting phone 
demand to be beyond our 
capacity to offer a normal 
service. Therefore, the 
service is designed to be 
self-serve with guidance in 
place. Again, your support 
in helping us achieve this is 
called on. 
Find out more
The latest guidance on CJRS 
can be found on GOV.UK by 
searching for ‘Coronavirus 
Job Retention Scheme’. 
HMRC will also be providing 
you with further information 
on our support for businesses 
and workers over the coming 
weeks, including more detail 
on the Coronavirus Self 
Employment Income Support 
Scheme.

The Coronavirus Job 
Retention Scheme

Residents in County 
Durham are being reassured 
they can still receive 
housing advice and support 
during the Coronavirus 
outbreak.
Durham County Council’s 
Housing Solutions continue 
to deliver advice and 
assistance, as well as the 
statutory homelessness 
duty, to ensure support is 
provided to those who are 
homeless, in social housing, 
or in the private rented 
sector.  
Following national 
government guidance, the 
Housing Solutions teams 
are continuing to support 
the county’s residents 
throughout this uncertain 
time. 
Whilst housing advice is 
primarily being delivered 
through telephone or 
email, the teams continue 
to engage with rough 
sleepers face-to-face, while 
following social distancing 
guidelines, and are offering 
advice, support and 
sourcing accommodation. 
The teams have recently 
received food donations 
from food retailer Greggs 
whilst Tesco, in Durham 
Market Place, has agreed for 
officers to visit daily to get 
a selection of reduced-price 
sandwiches to hand out to 
anyone sleeping rough at 
this time.
Over the last two weeks, the 
teams have also continued 
to carry out daily checks 
on those identified as 
sleeping rough in the 
county and are working 
with accommodation 
providers to secure suitable 
housing, including securing 
emergency places for those 
needing to self-isolate. 
To protect both renters and 
landlords in private or social 
accommodation sectors, 
the government announced 
a package of supportive 
measures. The council has 
a dedicated team within 
Housing Solutions who 
are working closely with 
private landlords and 
their tenants to assist and 
provide support with these 
measures.
As part of this 
announcement, a three-
month mortgage payment 

Support for Homeless, 
Landlords & Tenants 

Continues During Outbreak

holiday will be extended 
to landlords whose 
tenants are experiencing 
financial difficulties due 
to coronavirus. This will 
alleviate the pressure on 
landlords, who will be 
concerned about meeting 
mortgage payments 
themselves, and will mean 
no unnecessary pressure 
is put on their tenants as a 
result.
In addition, emergency 
legislation has been taken 
forward so that landlords 
will not be able to start 
proceedings to evict 
tenants for at least a three-
month period. As a result 
of these measures, no 
renters in private or social 
accommodation need to be 
concerned about the threat 
of eviction.
Similarly, the government 
has announced there will be 
no new evictions for anyone 
in the social housing sector, 
including those who cannot 
pay their rent for financial 
reasons. 
Durham Key Options 
(DKO) has sent a message 
to all active applicants 
on the housing register 
informing them of any 
changes to delivery across 
the partnership as a result of 
government guidelines. The 
council is working closely 
with DKO and private 
landlords throughout 
the region to source 
accommodation for urgent 
cases. 

Housing Providers will 
continue to operate under 
their own individual 
business continuity plans 
in terms of allocating, 
advertising and providing 
advice and support. 
Customers should contact 
their local provider for 
further information and 
advice.
Cllr Kevin Shaw, Cabinet 
member for strategic 
housing and assets at 
Durham County Council, 
said: “I want to assure 
residents that our Housing 
Solutions team continue to 
work tirelessly during the 
Coronavirus pandemic to 
provide information, advice, 
guidance and support to 
residents, partners and 
landlords.
“Most importantly, 
whilst the new initiatives 
introduced by government 
go some way to help prevent 
evictions and homelessness 
during these unprecedented 
times, further action is 
needed, and this should 
include increased benefit 
levels and rent relief.”
For further information or 
to receive housing support, 
visit www.durham.gov.uk/
covid19housing
Those who have concerns 
about a rough sleeper are 
encouraged to report to the 
council’s outreach team, 
who will make contact 
and offer support. This can 
be done online at www.
streetlink.org.uk 

That is the message of the 
Crimestoppers which has 
launched a new campaign 
today to help victims of 
domestic abuse during 
Coronavirus.
We are backing the charity’s 
campaign which calls for 
people who are aware of 
abuse across the North East 
to tell local organisations.
Domestic abuse can be 
physical, psychological, 
emotional, sexual or financial 
and affects one in four 
women and one in six men 
during their lifetime. 
The charity estimates that a 
typical victim endures up to 
35 assaults before speaking 
up, and in some cases results 
in death. 
It says neighbours, family 
and friends may be 
suspicious, but are reluctant 
to get involved because 
of embarrassment, split 
loyalties or fear of revenge.
As a force, we join them 
in reassuring people that 
they can always report their 
concerns anonymously and 
our officers will always 
respond to reports despite the 
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.
Ruth McNee, North East 
Regional Manager at the 
charity Crimestoppers, 
said: “With the Covid-19 
pandemic forcing people 
to stay in their homes, our 
fear is that rates of domestic 
violence will rise. 
“It’s shocking to think that 
even in normal times, two 
women a week are killed by 

a former or current partner. 
This is a serious crime 
that leaves victims feeling 
trapped, alone and powerless. 
They are often too scared or 
vulnerable to seek help or 
speak out. 
“To be isolated during this 
lockdown in an abusive 
household must be terrifying, 
and you must feel so alone, 
that there is no one to help 
you. This is where we as a 
community can step forward. 
Often in cases of domestic 
abuse, the community knows 
something, but struggles to 
know what to do to help.”
Superintendent Dave Ashton, 
of Durham Constabulary’s 
Safeguarding Unit, said: 
“Whilst following the 
government’s advice to stay 
at home will save lives, 
for some home is not a safe 
place and we recognise that 
restrictions will be causing 
worry for many victims of 
domestic abuse.
“That’s why it is so important 
to get this message out that 
we continue to be here for all 
vulnerable people and if you 
feel you are in immediate risk 
of danger, please call 999 and 
we will come to your aid.”
If you can’t speak then you 
should use the silent solutions 
service by dialling 999 and 
press 5 5. 
Crimestoppers is open 24/7 
and can be contacted for free 
by calling 0800-555111.
You can also pass on 
information online at 
crimestopper-uk.org

SPEAK UP
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Programme Schedule
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NEWTON AYCLIFFE
TOWN CENTRE MANAGEMENT
“Aycliffe Town Centre . . . Shopping for You”

Every Night from 12 Midnight to 3am
cuddle up and listen to classic “Love Songs”

Some of our shows will be cancelled until
the Coronavirus situation is resolved

HOWEVER WE WILL CONTINUE BROADCASTING 24/7
SATURDAY
9-10am Eurovision Show Simon Harding
10-12am Moderation Jack & Garvey
12-2pm Kitchen Floorfi llers Cazbo Jangles
2-4pm Weekly Edition Paul Baker
4-6pm Northern & Classic Soul (R) Kevin Sowerby
“The Saturday Night Experience” Sponsored by
Bengal Lounge Indian Restaurant & Takeaway
6-8pm Evening Session JimJams
8-9pm Rock the House Carl Booth
9-10pm Retro Trance Mix OZ-DJ
10-12am Street ‘n’ Drum ‘n’ Bass MC Supa
SUNDAY
9-10am Church Service Xcel Centre
Yesterdays Music Today Sponsored by MV Mobility
10-11am Yesterdays Music Today Alan Brown
11-12pm Mystery Year Paul Baker
12-2pm Country & Americana Show David Ringer
Blues Show Sponsored by Whitehouse Funeral Service
2-4pm Bear Blues Show Colin & Monica
4-6pm Folk/Celtic/Rock Show Steve & Col
6-7.30pm Jazz Time Mike Dixon
7.30-8pm High School Musical Woodham Aca.
8-10pm The Rock Show CAD
10-12am Paul’s Down Time Paul Kjenstad
MONDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-3pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
6-7pm 60s Show Karl Simons
7-8pm 70s Show Peter Rush
8-9pm 80s Show Gary Avery
9-10pm 90s Show Paul Baker
10-11pm 00s Show Producer Dan
11-12am Teens Show Andy Fittes
TUESDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-3pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
6-7pm All About the 60s Honest John
(sports talk cancelled until sports start up again)
7.30-9.30pm Northern & Classic Soul Kevin Sowerby
WEDNESDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-3pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
8-10pm Alternative Aycliffe Gaz n Alby
THURSDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-3pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
6-8pm The List Colin McNeillie
8-10pm BeatRoote Graeme Roote
FRIDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-3pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
6-8pm Techno Trance Mix PVR Studios
8-10pm Guest Presenter Session
• 17th April - Nathan Abbott - 90s Classix
10-12am Alternative Aycliffe (R) Gaz n Alby

Check our website for full schedule
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk

Newton Broadcasting Limited (t/a Aycliffe Radio) is a Private Company Limited by 
Guarantee, registered on 19th February 2018 in England and Wales

Registration number 11211835. Registered offi ce: Aycliffe Radio, c/o Blue Bridge Centre,
St. Cuthbert’s Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 6DS.

Aycliffe Radio is CIC Registered (No. 11455404)
Scheduled shows can be changed/cancelled at any time.

LISTENING OPTIONS:
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk   -   Free App (all formats)
TuneIn   -   Radios Online   -   Internet Radio  -  Alexa

UK Online Radio   -   Radio Garden   -   Online Radio Box
Streema   -   StreamFinder   -   Deezer

Radio Shaker   -   www.radio.net

 

 

 

MASSIVE RANGE OF NEW & PART WORN TYRES IN STOCK 

 
 

See prices, order and book online at: www.aycliffetyres.co.uk 

ARE YOUR WHEELS LOOKING AGED OR  
SCUFFED? OR DO THEY LEAK AIR OVER  
TIME? OR FANCY A COLOUR CHANGE?  

A WHEEL REFURBISHMENT WILL MAKE  
THEM LIKE NEW AGAIN! HUGE CHOICE  

OF COLOURS & FINISHES AVAILABLE!  
 

 

 

 

      

Holy Week 
& Easter 

Reflection
There was life before 
Covid-19 and life after it. 
I was recently reading an 
article, in which a professor 
of political science, with a 
wealth of experience of 
crises around the world, 
commented that after 
something as globally 
significant as Covid-19; 
many things will not be 
the same again. 
This comment felt 
uncomfortable and yet had 
about it a profound truth. 
While we experience 
the strangeness and 
frustration of being shut 
in, unable to meet and 
relax with family and 
friends, unable to engage 
in the social interaction 
that is a part of life, we 
look forward to the day 
when all this will end and 
we can get back to normal.
Each year during Holy 
Week, Christians recall 
that for the first followers 
of Jesus, this was a period 
of mounting uncertainty. 
Jesus’ confrontational 
relationship with the 
Temple authorities 
was increasing. The 
conversations between 
Jesus and his friends were 
becoming more unsettling. 
There was a dread feeling 
that all this was leading 
to a dangerous climax, 
and so it did. On the day 
we call Good Friday, in 
the early hours, Jesus was 
arrested by the Temple 
guards and taken away 
to be interrogated. In the 
hours that followed Jesus 
was tortured and abused, 
and finally condemned to 
die and was crucified.
With these biblical events 
in mind, I wonder about 
the low points in our lives: 
when the people we love 
die, and the experience 
of bereavement and lose 
finds no comfort. The 
times we betray people, 
and in fear we desert those 
who need us. When we 
don’t have the answers, 
we are looking for. When 
we find ourselves confined 
and alone and everything 
is out of control - No light 
in our darkness and no 
hope for the future. 
In the Christian calendar, 
the light of Easter is 
immensely significant, 
because it is inextricably 
linked to the darkness 
of Good Friday. To a 
group of frightened 
isolated people, who 
have locked themselves 
in a room, there comes a 
transforming revelation; 
they are not alone. Into 
their darkness comes the 
light of forgiveness and 
compassion, peace and 
grace, mercy and love. 
This Easter, whatever 
your understanding of 
the risen Jesus, what we 
find in him is the offer 
of something new. Not a 
return to the way things 
were, but rather the offer 
of new life and hope for 
the future.   
Rev. Andy Bryer,
Methodist Minister.

“Simply the best, better than 
all the rest” sang out Tina 
Turner as we entered the 
crematorium at the funeral 
service of a very lovely 
lady today. She was just a 
very lovely lady, fun, lively, 
full of character and full of 
love; and love is what it’s all 
about.
We have seen simply the 
best in recent weeks in our 
community in the face of 
the pandemic. A container 
of milk and box of eggs left 
at the gate of a neighbour, 
bins put out, gifts left for 
the binmen; medicines 
collected, shopping lists 
met and goods left on the 
path. I read of all of the 
wonderful stuff going on in 
our community via social 
media Facebook Groups; 
people watching out for one 
another, sharing good stuff, 
making us smile. Certainly 
our church community have 
tried their best, the task 
shared amongst us all, key 
people taking up leadership 
roles and working through 
a network of people to 
keep us all connected. Of 
course, the post has been 
invaluable, telephone calls, 
texts, to keep our lovely 
older members connected, 
and  e-mail and our online 
presence has served 
well as a connection for 
relationships and worship. 
The Foodbank volunteers 
have been keeping this 
important support open 
throughout, with care for 
all. Working alongside 
Livin’ volunteers many food 
parcels have been sent out to 
vulnerable people in need. 
This pandemic has brought 
out the best in many of our 
community.
The best, and sadly 
sometimes the worst, even 
though sometimes it has 
been understandable. The 
panic buying and hoarding 
that has left shelves empty 
for the older people who 
haven’t got cars and the 
finances to bulk buy and 
for the Health Workers who 
can’t get to those shops 
so easily. The worst seen 
in the scenes of abuse on 
staff doing their best in 
the shops. The worst in the 
crowds of young people 
who know they should not 
be gathering; they could 

possibly fight off the virus, 
the people they spread it to 
might not. The worst and 
the best… As we prepare 
to celebrate Easter in a way 
we have never before, I am 
aware that the worst and the 
best has always been there in 
people’s responses to crises. 
The people in Jerusalem, 
excited to receive Jesus 
into their city hail Him as 
King, put palm leaves and 
cloaks on the road, a royal 
reception; within a week 
they are shouting “Crucify 
Him!”. The best and the 
worst. Of course, the best 
of all is love; and with love 
God responded. In Jesus 
He took our worst upon 
Himself, He was crucified 
and paid the price for all 
we do wrong. On the third 
day, innocent, (He had done 
nothing wrong, so death had 
no hold on Him),
He rose to new life, a life 
He shares with those who 
acknowledges their worst 
and accepts His forgiveness 
and love for them, His best. 
It all boils down to love, and 
God is love, His is the best. 
He took our worst and gave 
us His best, Easter is the 
best time to realise this truth 
and accept it for yourself. 
Where is God’s love for 
those gasping for breath, 
young and old on ICU? He 
is with the suffering (He 
knows something about 
that), He is working in 
every sacrificial act made 
for the benefit of others (He 
knows something about 
that too). As this Easter is 
celebrated like no other 
Easter before, one solid 
unchangeable truth remains, 
God loves us, He forgives 
us and welcomes us as His 
children, He wants the best 
for us and if we welcome 
Him into our hearts His love 
that overcame death will 
never ever leave us.
Whatever is to come to us, 
we will remain safe in God’s 
keeping love forever and a 
day; and that is simply the 
best.
Visit the ‘Parish of Great 
Aycliffe’ Facebook page or 
our website:
parishofgreataycliffe.co.uk 
With love from
Rev. Ann Anderson
Team Rector of the Parish 
of Great Aycliffe

Simply the Best!

I’m sure you’ve seen the sign 
‘please leave this place as 
you find it’.
The people who put up the 
sign are asking that we clean 
up after ourselves, that if we 
make a mess, that we return 
things to the way we found 
it.
(I’m hoping for that in my 
house in lockdown as we all 
take turns to do the dishes 
and the meals in lockdown!)
Imagine though, if we went 
even better than that…?!
How about making things 
better than how we find 
things.
Someone once said that life 
is ‘to live, to love, and to 
leave a legacy’.
A legacy is a gift, and we 
are all called to make our 
mark on the world, for good, 
by leaving every situation, 
every environment, every 
conversation better than how 
it was when we arrived.
What if we all did that?
Especially in this season, 
when we are all doing our 
best to fight this invisible 
virus and look out for one 
another.
I’m hearing and seeing 
so many stories of acts of 
kindness in this season, and 
every act leaves a mark for 
good.
That’s what our wonderful 
NHS workers, emergency 
service personnel, and so 
many people are doing in 
this challenging time, and 
can I say thank you to every 
one who is doing their bit to 
make everything better, you 
are amazing!
Two thousand years ago, a 
man lived, who left everyone 

An Easter Message
better, every person that 
he met, he brought life and 
hope and pointed them to a 
relationship with purpose 
with the one who has made 
us.
This Easter weekend, that 
seems different to any other 
that we have experienced, 
can I encourage us to 
be inspired by Jesus of 
Nazareth, to read his words, 
check out his claims and the 
way that he left the world 
better than how he found it 
in such a profound way.
“A man who was merely a 
man and said the sort of 
things Jesus said would not 
be a great moral teacher. He 
would either be a lunatic - 
on a level with the man who 
says he is a poached egg - or 

Xcel 
Online 

Services
As a Church we are 
continuing to connect with 
our church members and 
the community through a 
regular online schedule- 
mostly through Instagram 
- if you look at our account 
you will see the schedule 
which is posted every 
Sunday afternoon for the 
week ahead.
Online Sunday Service
10.30am
YouTube
(look for Xcel Church) 
8.30am
Devotionals every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday
(live on Instagram).
6.00pm
Online Prayer every 
Tuesday
(Xcel Church Instagram)
6.30pm
Let’s Talk (Ps Julian 
with guests live on his 
Instagram).
7.30pm
Planet Youth Live
(on Planet Youth Live 
Instagram).
We are also continuing 
to take donations for our 
Foodbank and provide 
basic food parcels for those 
in need at this time.
Donations to the Foodbank 
are accepted on a Thursday 
morning between 9am and 
10am at the Xcel Centre.
Our preferred method of 
request for help with a Food 
parcel is through local 
agencies or social workers 
who work with the most 
vulnerable to ensure we are 
helping those most in need. 
They should contact us via 
info@xcelchurch.com - 
People can also ring Xcel 
on 01325 329500 between 
10am - 4pm. Messages are 
being picked up and dealt 
with appropriately.
It should be noted that we 
provide a food parcel with 
some basic food items, with 
no fresh items included at 
this time.

else he would be the Devil 
of Hell. You must make your 
choice”. CS Lewis, Mere 
Christianity.
In uncertain times, when 
it seems that we can’t even 
plan for the future with any 
certainty, I encourage you 
to look to Jesus of Nazareth 
for hope and for answers as 
billions across the earth have 
found life in him.
“I trust Jesus with all my 
tomorrows, knowing that he 
will solve the mystery of life 
beyond the grave”. Dr Billy 
Graham.
I wish everyone a peaceful 
Easter and that you stay safe 
and well.
Let’s leave everything better,
John Greenow
Lead Pastor, Xcel Church
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Community Spirit Newton Aycliffe require 
volunteers to help out a various events.

If you would like to be considered for this role
email communityspiritaycliffe@gmail.com

Storage

“U” STORE Aycliffe Business 
Park. Domestic and Industrial 
storage. Open 6 days a week. 
Large and small containers 
from £12 per week. Tel 01325 
317716, 07850 646355

07701 359375
548094

• Boilers Installed, repaired & serviced
• Full heating systems
• Bathroom refurbs
• Wall and Floor Tiling
• Showers • Electrics

We now accept all major debit/credit cards
*GUARANTEED SAME DAY CALL OUT*

01325 492715
01325 247364

For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338
waterways@talktalk.net

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs    Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes    Power Flushing

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596

Mobile 07931 591381

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs
Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing
Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

Plumbing

NC PLUMBING Services
All plumbing requirements undertaken

From a drip to a full bathroom refit
Complete bathroom specialist

Full tiling and wall cladding service
Full power flush service - No job too small

Central heating problems repaired

Neil 07882 233219 or 01325 589224
out of hours call out available

01325 589224

W. HEATHCOTE
Plumbing, Heating & Gas

Servicing and Repairs

Time served tradesman
Over 40 years experience

CALL OUT SERVICE

Boilers installed, repaired 
and serviced

Central heating systems
Power fl ushing

Bathrooms refurbished
Got a problem?
Give me a call

01325 307 052
07595 051 717

www.wheathcote.com

 
 
 

Pest Control

PROTECH Direct Pest 
Control. Experts in industrial, 
commercial and domestic pest 
control. 18+ years experience, 
fully insured, free quotes. 
Tel 01325 310520 or 07896 
848856 (24 hours)

Stop Clicking Around
Visit Newton News
online for your local
DAILY news feed

www.newtonnews.co.uk

Foster Joinery Services
All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

From inside the home: Doors, Hardwood and Laminate 
Flooring, Skirting and Architrave, Staircases and 

revamping what you already have, Loft entrances and 
Loft Ladders.

To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.
Also Plastering Tiling and Bathroom fitting.
No job too small - Can supply all materials

Just ring 07748 967 374 for a FREE quote

C SMILLIE
• Joinery •
• Building •

• Decorating •
Established 1984

Apprenticeship Served

312024  after 6pm

Joinery

SHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Door
Repair

Specialist

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs
Mechanism Repair/Replacement
Door Adjustment - Door Furniture
Emergency Door Opening
90% OF PARTS IN STOCK

24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114
07748 044 808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Locksmiths

VALLEY
WROUGHT IRON

High Quality Gates, Wall
Railings & Garden Fences

Free Estimates and Advice
Experienced Tradesmen

Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Contact Stephen on
07976 554046 anytime

E: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www. valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Iron / Steel

Jeff Horsley
28 years experience

Full Build of Extensions
Porches, Garages,

Garden Walls, Patios,
Concreting and Re-Pointing

FREE ESTIMATES
Guaranteed Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01325 313939
or 07970 869967

Builders

Driving School

Jacks Driving School
Fully Qualified High Grade Instructors

 TRAILER/CARAVAN
 TRAINING ALSO
 AVAILABLE

Helping you to relax, enjoy and build confidence
Excellent first time pass rate - Block booking offers

Jack: 07949 195 184
Special offer: First 5 hours £90 - www.jacksdrivingschool.co.uk

Roofing

JK Roofing & Building
All Roofing and Building work undertaken

• Full Roofs  • Extensions  • Felt Roofs
• UPVC Fascias/Soffits  • Dry Verge/Ridge
Free estimates:

Tel: 07596 801534
or 07562 439455

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed
Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling

Felting & Pointing - Guttering
Fibre glass flat roofing

With 20 Years Guarantee
Free Estimates

Tel: 01388 605489
07986 217936

BREWARD
roofi ng contractors

Serving the region since 1945
• New Roofs • Flat Roofs •
• High Performance Felt •

Tiling, Slating, Fibreglass Roofs
• Stone Slating • Leadwork •

• Repairs • Chimneys •
•Dry Verge Systems •

uPVC Guttering, Soffi ts & Facias
• Storm Damage • Velux •
Insurance Work Welcome

All Work Guaranteed
Time Served - Free Estimates

Finance Available

01388 661308 or 07967 018998

Caravan and Motorhome 
Servicing & Repairs 

Insurance work undertaken

01325 582005
info@ratedservicingandrepairs.co.uk

Caravan

ELITE PLUMBING 
SERVICES

Dripping Taps - Problem Toilets
Replacement Taps

Radiators Repaired or Replaced

NO JOB TOO SMALL
NO CALL OUT CHARGE

Scott 07949 054947
For all your print requirements
Newton Press 300212

Businesses and public, 
private and voluntary 
sector professionals in the 
Tees Valley and County 
Durham are now able to 
sign up to free digital skills 
training – both technical and 
creative – following some 
quick thinking by Teesside 
University as part of its 
comprehensive response to 
Covid-19.
The Digital Skills for 
Growth programme was 

due to run as physical events 
but is now being offered as 
a series of online accredited 
courses scheduled for 
20th April to 24th June. 
The eight courses span a 
combination of half-day and 
full-day sessions meaning 
that public, private and 
voluntary sector workers 
from any industry or any 
size, including those on 
furlough, can immediately 
sharpen up their professional 
development in areas such 
as art for games and film, 
coding, data visualisation, 
developing personalised 
business intelligence 
solutions with Microsoft 
POWER BI, digital 

Free Digital Skills Training at Local Uni
marketing, making sense of 
digital business, and web 
production. 
The programme is part-
funded by the European 
Social Fund and delivered 
by the University’s School 
of Computing, Engineering 
and Digital Technologies. 
University colleagues at 
DigitalCity, funded from 
the European Regional 
Development Fund across 
Tees Valley, will also 
provide a mentoring service 
to Tees Valley learners 
and SMEs to help their 
employers gain maximum 
benefits for their upskilling. 
“Given the unprecedented 
situation we have adapted 

our project for the 
immediate short-term and 
changed the way we are 
going to be delivering some 
of our accredited courses so 
that everything is online,” 
explained Siobhan Fenton, 
the School’s Associate Dean 
(Enterprise and Business 
Engagement). 
“Whilst we understand 
that minds are focused on 
the immediate challenges, 
given the positive feedback 
we had originally from 
organisations about our 
training we wanted to offer 
people the opportunity 
to continue to access 
the courses in a safe 
environment. It presents a 
fantastic opportunity for 
public, private and voluntary 
sector employees to future-
proof their digital skills at 
this time. Importantly there 
is no charge for the courses.
“The world in which we 
work, live and play is clearly 
changing and we need to keep 
up with technology in all 
aspects of our lives. Digital 
technology, particularly 
artificial intelligence 
and data analytics, has 
introduced revolutionary 
changes in every sector to 
enhance efficiency, increase 
productivity and reduce 
costs. Arguably this is going 
to be even more important 
for business once the 
coronavirus pandemic has 
passed.”
For primary and secondary 
school teachers – and 
non-teaching staff in 
schools signing up to the 
Digital Skills for Growth 
programme – they will also 
get a six-week lesson plan 
to take back to school and 
deliver to pupils. “Whilst 
again we understand that 

teachers are extremely 
focused at this time, the 
bespoke training will help 
to address the digital skills 
gaps and teacher training 
needs in the region that were 
identified by schools and we 
wanted to deliver against 
our original promise to help 
them,” Siobhan said.
DigitalCity Director Lynsey 
Robinson added: “With our 
extensive network of digital 
expertise, DigitalCity is 
able to provide a mentoring 
service that will help 
businesses come out of this 
crisis stronger than ever. 
We want to support as many 
local businesses in the Tees 
Valley as we possibly can 
during these challenging 
times.”
Anyone who completes the 
short accredited courses 
will receive a University 
Certificate in Professional 
Development in Digital 
Skills Qualification. 
For more information 
please email 
d igitalsk i l lsforgrowth@
tees.ac.uk or call 01642 
738701/07917 473992.
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Aerial Installations

TV.  AERIAL  FITTERS
All aspects of aerial work undertaken

01325 307075

Quick service & fair prices 

Richard NaylorCall

CCTV

15% OFF
with this 

advert

Time Served Royal Horticultural Society Arborist
• Felling, Dismantling & Pruning • Hedge Cutting

• STUMP GRINDING AND REMOVAL
• Local Authority Approved Contractor

All Areas Covered - Free Quotations and Advice

Alexander Walker TechArborA., ND Arb., SOC Arb
Fully Insured - Professionally Trained - Aycliffe Based

07544 802052 or 01325 321113
www.awtreecare.co.uk AYCLIFFE

CLEANING
SERVICES

• Carpet and 
upholstery cleaning
• Leather cleaning 

and repair
• Pressure washing

• Gutter clean & repair
• End of tenancy cleans

• Domestic and  
Commercial cleaning
• Janitorial supplies

• Fully insured

07895 697 115
01325 494294

Home Services

StainKleen
Professional Cleaning Services for Carpets, Upholstery, Rugs

and Leather Cleaning - Tiling and Grout Floor Cleaning
RAPID DRYING - FULLY INSURED

Tel Paul on 01325 493003
Mobile: 07817 573 604   -   Web: www.stainkleen.co.uk

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE REPAIRS

ALL MAKES OF WASHERS
TUMBLERS, MICROWAVES
DISHWASHERS
VACUUM CLEANERS
FRIDGE/FREEZERS
COOKERS
* Free Estimates
* No Call Out Charge
* Appliances Plumbed in

Telephone:  321756

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS, from Fencing 
& Decking Outside to Internal Refurbishments Inside. All Those 
Small Handyman Jobs Considered Too. Call: 01325 318269 or 
Visit: www.esproperty-estate.co.uk
CARPET FITTER and vinyl flooring specialist. Contact 
Richard  on  07946 435 177
GUTTER CLEANING SERVICE Gutters, fascia and soffits 
cleaned. Contact Paul 07399 628345
LAUNDRY LADIES Offering a wash, dry and ironing service 
(domestic or commercial). Free collection and drop off included. 
Tel 07928 768744 or laundryladies16@gmail.com
CLEANING ANGELS. For all your cleaning needs. Commercial 
cleaning available. Domestic, end of tenancy, holiday lets, builders 
cabins, oven cleans, office cleaning, window cleaning (up to 8ft), 
caravan cleaning, ironing service available. Competitive rates. 
Find us on Facebook. Contact Angela 07518 798 595
‘THE BRICKLAYING ANGELS’. Newly qualified bricklayer 
I am doing brick BBQs, brick walls, bird tables etc. Find us on 
Facebook or Contact Angela on 07928 768744

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutter and UPVC
Cleaning Service

No Ladders Required
Conservatory Cleaning
Also Gutters Renewed

and/or Repaired

07519 376870

G. CROSSEN
PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07340 606402
Time Served  -  C&G  -  Established 1998

Brushstrokes
Decorators

Free no obligation quotes and
advice from a time served

painter & decorator. 
Interior & exterior work, 

no job too small. 
End of tenancy clean up for 

landlord’s. Gutters and fascias 
cleaned from £60. 

Discounts for OAP & NHS staff
Tel: 01325 312953

Mobile: 07587 140912

Decorating

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator

Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate
01325 483 697

or 07745 037 754

Electrical

No Job Too Small
Installation Certificates

Fuse Board Upgrades
Rewires  |  Lighting

Extra Sockets
Fault Finding
Free Quotes

• EMERGENCY CALL OUTS •
Contact Dave on

Telephone:

01325 317535
07563 088 946

DJW
ELECTRICS

• Fuse Board Upgrades •
• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •

• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •
• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on 

01325 313282
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)

Check out our website for monthly
deals: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

MAN WITH VAN cheap 
removals also household 
furniture bought. Tel 07860 560 
295
ASK SERVICES Man + Van. 
Removal, delivery and lots 
more. Contact Paul 07399 
628345

Removals

Full House, Part Load
or Single Items.

Local and National
Storage Available.

01325 319842
07970 201841

or 07857 602267

Smiths
removals

Your Move
Local Family Run Business

Est. 2005 - Fully Insured
Single Items from £15
3 Bed House from £99

Call Jor for a free quote
Tel: 07535 362591

ACORN 
REMOVALS

SINCE 1992

LOCAL & NATIONWIDE 
Call Tony on

07779 89 00 06

C. A. PLASTERERS 
all plastering work, artex 
skimmed, small jobs, free 
estimates, 01388 721206
BOB HOWARD Painter and 
Decorator. Over 20 years of 
experience in all aspects of 
decorating. High standard 
of interior and exterior 
and wallpaper hanging. 
Competitive rates and free 
estimates. Tel 07966 529120 or 
07966 527833
DRAGON DECORATORS 
All aspects of interior & 
exterior decorating, including 
children’s artwork. Over 25 
years experience. Member 
of “Checked & Vetted”. No 
job too small, free estimates. 
During Coronavirus endemic 
I will be wearing full PPE 
clothing. Contact Colin on 
07952 364426

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work

Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking & 

Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432

Mobile: 07765 374 905

LANDSCAPE & BLOCKPAVING 
SPECIALISTS

GARY O’CONNOR
•  Driveways  •  Patios  •  Paving

•  Walling  •  Fencing  •  More
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE WITH VERY 

COMPETITIVE RATES CALL GARY ON

01325 320 267
07866 561 340

ALPINE LANDSCAPES.
Patios, Driveways, Fencing, 
Decking, Gravel, Turfing, 
Walls. All work guaranteed. 
25 years experience, est 15 
years, professional advice. 
www.alpinelandscapes.co.uk - 
contact Alan on 07974 710351
MARTIN SHIRES Garden 
Landscaping Services, Block 
Paving Specialists. Fencing, 
Decking, Patios, Walls, Turfing, 
Hedges. Quality guaranteed 
work. Tel 321891 or 07989 024 
501
ROSEWOOD Tree Work. 
Felled, Pruned, Hedges Cut, 
Fencing, Gravel. All aspects 
of groundwork considered. 
20% off for OAPs. Tel 01325 
318679 or 07740 999075

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm
Saturday: 8.30am - 12pm

01325 787 550   -   LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE

GARDEN 
SERVICES

Lawns Cut - Hedges Trimmed
Trees & Shrubs Pruned,
Cut Back or Removed

TEL 01325 318269
www.esproperty-estate.co.uk

Gardening

Suites and Chairs
New Foams & Springs
Large Pattern Range

Free Estimates & Advice

TEL: 01740 655908
After hours 01325 313584

RE-UPHOLSTERY

NEWAVE FURNITURE

● Reduction of over 80 
million tonnes of UK carbon 
emissions due to coronavirus 
travel restrictions (equivalent 
to 9% of total UK emissions)
The fight against the 
coronavirus pandemic has 
delivered an unexpected 
boost to the fight against 
climate change. According 
to figures from Pawprint, 
the eco companion app; 
the reduction in aircraft 
in the skies over the UK 
combined with essential only 
road travel will result in a 
reduction of over 80 million 
tonnes of carbon emissions 
this year - equivalent to a 9% 
drop in the annual footprint 
for everyone in the UK.*
As the country continues its 
enforced lockdown Pawprint 
have studied the impact this 
is having on harmful CO2e 
emissions and the findings 
deliver a glimmer of hope for 
the climate change crisis.
The average carbon footprint 
for a UK citizen is 13.1 tonnes 
per year (the equivalent of 
driving 25,000 miles in a 
diesel car - once around the 
world) and it’s been widely 
recognised that if everyone 
in developed countries 
could manage to reduce 
this to 10 tonnes per year 
this would make a dramatic 
difference in saving the 
planet from global warming. 
Already the restrictions on 
human activity around the 
world have had a surprising 
and immediate impact on 
nature as city smog lifts and 
dolphins have been spotted in 

the now clear canal waters of 
Venice.
Transportation may be one 
of the key drivers of harmful 
CO2e emissions but there are 
many others where collective 
action with many of us 
making small changes can 
make a huge difference and 
many of these are happening 
in homes around the country 
during lockdown;
● our diets - eating seasonal 
local food, reducing our meat 
intake, reducing waste etc,
● our homes - turing down 
our heating slightly, working 
in natural sunlight and 
leaving lights off, choosing 
showers rather than baths etc, 
and
● our shopping habits - 
borrowing, mending and 
buying second hand.
Christian Arno, founder 
of Pawprint, said; “The 
immediate threat from 
coronavirus has prompted 
behavioural change at an 
incredible global scale, and 
on our travel more than any 
other aspect of our carbon 
footprints. At Pawprint, we 
want to help people make 
decisions that are right for 
them and for the planet. We’re 
hoping that some of the new 
behaviours we’re learning - 
reduced travel, more video 
conferencing and more, more 
people cycling - will become 
embedded. With everyone 
finding themselves with more 
time at home, it’s also a good 
chance to understand what 
other areas of our lives have 
a significant impact on our 
‘Pawprints’ and making the 
most of what we have.”
Pawprint the free eco 
companion app is launching 
in summer 2020 and helps 
users understand, measure 
and reduce their carbon 
footprints in a fun, one small 
step at a time, way!

A Lockdown Benefit
UK Travel Related Restrictions Reduce 

CO2e* Emissions by over 80 Million Tonnes

Remember to tell the 
advertiser you found them 

in the Newton News

• Diocese of Durham 
COVID-19 updates are 
provided on various aspects 
of church and community 
life through the Diocesan 
Website here: https://
durhamdiocese.org/covid-19/
Recent Stories
Stories of Hope - how 
churches are changing with 
respect to the COVID-19 
Pandemic and doing church 
in new ways.
• A wide range of churches 
across the Diocese are 
providing ‘church’ online 
through Facebook Live-
Streaming, YouTube 
channels, Zoom gatherings 
and regular updates on 
websites. A directory of 
churches providing online 
content is here: https://
durhamdiocese.org/covid-19/
live-streamed-services/
• Throughout Holy Week 
and Easter, the Diocese 
will be putting out Daily 
Reflections each morning 
at 9 am starting on Palm 
Sunday 5th April and ending 
on Easter Day. The content 
will be provided via https://
durhamdiocese.org/covid-19/ 

Church & Community 
Life Move with Times

and https://www.facebook.
com/durhamdiocese
• The Bishop of Durham 
will be Live Streaming 
services from his home-office 
on Maundy Thursday and 
Easter Day via the Durham 
Cathedral and Diocese of 
Durham Facebook Pages. 11 
am Maundy Thursday for the 
Renewal of Vows for Clergy, 
and 11.15 am on Easter Day 
for a service of Eucharist 

(Holy Communion).
• Also on Easter Day SING 
RESURRECTION will be 
occurring, a project that 
started in Durham and is 
now being adopted across 
the country by Churches 
Together. The idea is to stand 
at your front door, or gate, 
or open flat windows at 10 
am and sing ‘Jesus Christ is 
Risen Today’ and ‘Thine be 
the glory’.
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Private Classified Advertisements 30p per word

(Please use BLOCK CAPITALS in space below)
DO NOT FORGET YOUR TELEPHONE NUMBER 

CLASSIFICATION

Please hand advertisement and payment to:
NEWTON PRESS

Blue Bridge Centre, St Cuthbert’s Way, Aycliffe Business Park

Sorry, but we CANNOT accept telephone orders for advertisements.
However the ads can be emailed to: paul@newtonnews.co.uk

and paid by credit card or pay online at www.newtonnewsads.co.uk

TOTAL  NO. OF WORDS:          x            30p

 TOTAL AMOUNT TO PAY     £                          p

Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Opticians Chiropody

CHIROPODY
Mr P. Oliver

BSc (Hons)  -  M.Ch.S
for a Home Visit call

01325 320126

Computers

Aycliffe 
COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification

PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades  -  Data Recovery
Windows 10 Installation

Broadband Installation
Networking  -  Anti Virus

Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

No Call Out Charge Within 
Newton News Circulation area

Contact Rob
01325 310737
07841 867170

aycliffecomputers@googlemail.com

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED 
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER 

BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

ENJOY LEARNING Guitar, 
Bass or Drums at home. 
Tel Roger 01325 321 444  - 
Friendly, Experienced, Local.

Tuition

BVA Foundation
FREE
Confidential
Post Abortion
Counselling 
available

Telephone:
01642 616077

SAMARITANS - 13 Woodland 
Road, Darlington. We are here 
for you 24 hours a day. Tel: 
Freephone 116123.

Personal

INASPIN ROADSHOW 
Discos for al l  occasions. 
Weddings, birthdays, etc. a 
speciality. State of the Art Light 
Show. Tel 01325 310646 or 
07952 244404
P R O F.  N I N C O M P O O P 
Children’s entertainer making 
bi r thday par t ies  specia l . 
Balloons, magic and tomfoolery, 
midweek discounts. Tel Gary 
on 310646 or 07952 244404. 
Websi te :  www.professor-
nincompoop.com - Facebook: 
Prof Nincompoop

Entertainment

PALLETS FREE
Collect from 

NEWTON PRESS 
at the 

Blue Bridge Centre 
(goods inward)

please ring the bell

Free

RON ROSE ART CLUB 
Meet Friday afternoon 1-3pm 
at the RAFA Club, Barrington 
Road.

Public Notice Wanted

WANTED Mobility scooter and 
wheelchair, working or not. Tel 
07401 133459
HOUSEHOLD  fu rn i tu re 
bought. Tel. 07860 560295

Soduko (Hard, di�  culty rating 0.66)
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For Sale

“ALL SORTS” Charity Shop 
next to St. Clare’s Church Hall 
is open 10.00am to 1.00pm 
every Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday. Every penny made 
from my sales will continue 
to be donated to good causes. 
The shop is run and funded 
solely by Godfrey Bennett who 
would like to thank all his many 
supporters. Shop Closed Until 
Further Notice.
SET OF 4 woods “Vitalite” 
with bowls bag and measure. 
£50 ono. Tel 01325 321750
KNITTING machine, Toyota 
KS901 with lace carriage, £50 
ono. Tel 01325 321750
FRENCH NOVA trailer tent for 
sale. £500. Tel 07917 479070
NEW  double divan with 
Damask mattress, delivery 
arranged, £125. Tel 07789 
113343.
FREE well rotted manure. Tel 
01325 312116 or 07526 387783

Pets

DOG WALKING (Dave 
Oliver) Daytime, half hour 
sessions £5.50 per dog. Police 
checked and fully insured. 
Years of experience in dog 
handling. Tel 07756 825637

Contact Katrina
at The Dog Bar

for all your grooming needs

07757 836 805

DOG 
GROOMING

Est. 2019

Accommodation

3 BEDROOM Property to rent 
with a garden. Newly decorated 
throughout. £475.00. Call us on 
01325 351212

HOUSE TO RENT 
Now available.

3 bedroom house in 
Guthrum Place, Newton 
Aycliffe.
Contact Langdale Estates 
on 01388 810500 for more 
information.

Sits Wanted

CLASS 1 European 
Tramper Driver seeks full 
time employment. Seven 
years experience, CPC 
Card, Digi Card, Krone 
Mega Trailers, Ferry 
Trailers, Fridge Trailers, 
LHD and RHD.
32 years of age, based in 
Newton Aycliffe.
Tel 07388 903252

HAIR DESIGN Experienced 
mobile hair dresser, 
competitive rates. Call Lynn 
on 07904 219997

Hairdressing

Gems Freelance
Hair Styling
(Formerly of Mosaics)

All services provided:
Cuts & Colours

Perms and Wedding
Gents and Kids

Call for prices

07746 131321

The Licensing Act 2003
Notice is hereby given that 
We, Johnson Procurement 
Solutions Limited, have 
applied to the Durham County 
Council in respect of the 
premises known as:

OFFICE G36A
Evans Incubation Centre

Durham Way South
Newton Aycliffe DL5 6XP

for a New Premises Licence to 
permit the following proposed 
licensable activities:
Sale of Alcohol Monday to 
Friday 08:30 – 17:00 off sales 
only (office to be used for 
storage and distribution only 
for online wine/beer retail)
The full application can be 
inspected at the offices of 
the Licensing Authority, 
Annand House, St Johns 
Road, Meadowfield, Durham.  
DH7 8RS between Monday to 
Friday from 8.30 am to 4.30 pm 
by appointment. Telephone: 
03000 261016
A Responsible Authority 
or Other Party under the 
Licensing Act 2003 can make 
representations/objections to 
these applications.
Representations must be made 
in writing to:
Durham County Council,
PO Box 617,
Durham. DH1 9HZ
by 29th April 2020
It is an offence knowingly 
or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with an 
application and the maximum 
fine for which a person is liable 
on summary conviction for the 
offence is £5,000.

10-04-2020

Licence
Applications

Goods Vehicle
Operators Licence

Mr Dev Singh trading as 
DK Logistic Services Ltd of 
1 Princess Road, Seaham, 
County Durham SR7 7SP is 
applying for a licence to add an 
operating centre to keep 3 goods 
vehicles at Stiller Warehousing 
& Distribution Ltd, Ridgeway, 
Aycliffe Business Park, Newton 
Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 
6SP. Owners or occupiers of 
land (including buildings) 
near the operating centre 
who believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would 
be affected should make written 
representations to the Traffic 
Commissioner at Hillcrest 
House, 386 Harehills Lane, 
Leeds LS9 6NF stating their 
reasons, within 21 days of this 
notice. Representors must at the 
same time send a copy of their 
representations to the applicant 
at the address given at the top of 
this notice. A guide to making 
representations is available 
from the Traffic Commissioners 
Office.

10-04-2020

Licence
Applications

Drinkers should keep a 
weekly tally of how much 
alcohol they consume to 
avoid bingeing at home, 
says substance misuse 
organisation Turning Point.
The social enterprise, which 
provides supports to more 
than 102,000 people with 
issues including alcohol 
dependency, has issued an 
online guide to help people 
monitor how often they 
drink, how much and their 

KEEP ALCOHOL ‘DIARY’ TO 
AVOID HARMFUL DRINKING

feelings afterwards.
It has also created a 
special COVID-related 
questionnaire which enables 
individuals to tell whether 
or not they have a drink 
problem. The recommended 
daily alcohol intake is 
between three and four 
units for men and two to 
three for women, with one 
unit the equivalent of one 
175ml glass of 6% wine or a 
small measure of spirits.
Turning Point is warning 
there could be an increase 
in health problems if people 
turn to drink to cope with 
the coronavirus crisis.
Julie Bass, Chief Executive 
Officer at Turning Point 
said: “It’s easy to lose track 
of drinking if you’re at home 
all the time, especially with 
alcohol within easy reach. 
But regular drinking can 
affect your immune system, 
general health and state of 
mind. 
“Everyone is under an 
exceptional level of stress 
right now and drinking 
can seem like the solution. 
Sitting at your office 
desk with a glass of wine 
wouldn’t be acceptable. But 
in isolation your boss isn’t 
going to know – and that 
fuels the temptation.
“Our online guide will 
help people take a sensible 
approach to drinking and 
cut back if they’re exceeding 
the recommended daily 
guidelines.
“If you’re struggling, then 
do seek professional help 

and advice. Turning Point’s 
services are still operating 
during the lockdown 
including advice and detox 
support available by phone 
and online.” 
A recent poll* carried out 
by Turning Point/YouGov 
revealed that isolation 
and loneliness is linked to 
drinking as a way of coping. 
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Bonny and Clyde Cunningham

Golden Wedding AnniversaryCongratulations Mam and Dad on your Golden Wedding
Anniversary on 1st January 2011. With all our love forever,
Sons, Daughters, Grandchildren and Great Grandchildren

Alice Springs

Happy 21st Birthday
10-10-10

to our beautiful Daughter on 

your 21st birthday. Lots of 

love from Mam & Dad xxx

Let them know you are thinking about them
with a PhotoAd in the Newton News
Photoads and all other personal advertising can be placed at:
our office at: NEWTON PRESS
Blue Bridge Centre, Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6DS

Adverts can also be placed online at www.newtonnewsads.co.uk
or via email directly to paul@newtonnews.co.uk

SMALL PHOTOAD £25.00 (Photo and up to 20 words)

LARGE PHOTOAD £40.00 (Photo and up to 30 words)
Extras words are charged at 30p per word. Photographs can be collected from Newton Press offices
after publication and are held on file for six months. Please ensure all copy is written clearly.

Remember, we onlycharge 30p per word for Personal Lineage advertisements and 40p per 
word for Business Ads(boxes are extra)

PhotoAds are suitable for
any announcement and are

preserved forever on our website
www.newtonnews.co.uk

We are currently working on an
archive site which will bring you

ALL the past issues of the Newton
News as far back as 1948!

Obituary

Peter Woodhead
Newton Aycliffe

31st March
In Lindisfarne Care Home. 
Peter aged 82 years.
Dearly loved Husband of 
the late Frances; beloved 
Dad of Chris, Gary, Mandy 
and the late Andrew; 
much loved Grandad of 
Kirsty, Donna, Shaun, 
Stu, Gary-Dean, Charlotte 
and Chantelle and a proud 
Great-Grandad. 
Due to current 
circumstances a private 
cremation will take 
place at Wear Valley 
Crematorium on Tuesday 
21st April at 1.30pm so 
it would be lovely if you 
could think of Peter at that 
time.
A Service to celebrate his 
life will be announced at a 
later date.

Alan S. Oates

Aged 90 years of age, died 
peacefully at home on 
Saturday 4th April after a 
short illness.
Beloved Father, 
Grandfather and Great 
Grandfather who led a 
long and happy life. He 
will be greatly missed by 
friends and family.
A celebration of Alan’s 
life will take place on a 
future date.

• Health secretary 
announces £1.3 billion of 
debt will be written off in the 
North East and Yorkshire, as 
part of a major financial reset 
for NHS providers
• 15 NHS Trusts in the 
North East and Yorkshire 
to be rid of historic debt, 
freeing them up to invest 
in maintaining vital 
services and longer-term 
infrastructure improvements
From the start of this month, 
£1.3 billion of debt of NHS 
debt across 15 NHS Trusts 
the North East and Yorkshire 
will be scrapped as part of 
the £13.4 billion debt write 
off announced by the Health 
Secretary last week.
This is part of a package of 
major reforms to the NHS 
financial system, designed in 
a collaboration between the 
Department of Health and 
NHS England, which will 
begin from the start of the 
new financial year.
The changes will provide 
much needed financial 
support during this 
unprecedented viral 
pandemic, as well as laying 
secure foundations for the 
longer-term commitments 
set out last year to support 
the NHS to become more 
financially sustainable. 
Health Secretary Matt 
Hancock said: “As we tackle 
this crisis, nobody in our 
health service should be 
distracted by their hospital’s 
past finances.
“Today I’m pleased to 
confirm the value of this 
package for the North East 
and Yorkshire. This £1.3 
billion debt write off will 
wipe the slate clean and allow 
NHS hospitals to plan for 
the future and invest in vital 
services.”
While many NHS trusts 
manage strong finances, 

under the existing rules, 
some took out loans to plug 
financial gaps in their day-
to-day (revenue) or capital 
(infrastructure) budgets. 
107 Trusts have an average 
of £100 million revenue debt 
each, with the two trusts with 
the highest debts reaching 
a combined total of over £1 
billion. 
For hospitals in the  North 
East and Yorkshire, this 
means writing off around 
£1.2 billion revenue debt and 
£103 million capital debt.
NHS chief executive, Sir 
Simon Stevens, said: “We’ve 
advocated for and support 
this pragmatic move which 
will put NHS hospitals, 
mental health and community 
services in a stronger position 
- not just to respond to the 
immediate challenges of the 
global coronavirus pandemic, 
but also in the years ahead 
to deliver widespread 
improvements set out in our 
NHS Long Term Plan.”
Under the new rules set out 
in a letter to all NHS Trusts, 
should hospitals need extra 
cash this will be given with 
equity, rather than needing to 
borrow from the government 
and repay a loan.   
The letters also include 
details on every local area’s 
capital budget for 2020/21, 
providing certainty to the 
NHS for the new financial 
year and enabling investment 
in vital longer-term 
infrastructure upgrades as 
soon as possible.
These budgets come on top 
of the capital facility the 
Government launched in 
February to ensure the NHS 
has access to whatever extra 
capital investment it needs, 
without charges, to respond 
to the COVID-19 outbreak.
The debt write-off package 
was launched in combination 
with a simpler internal 
payment system to help NHS 
trusts in dealing with the 
Covid-19 response, agreed 
with NHS England. 
This significant change will 
mean hospitals will get all 
the necessary funding to 
carry out their emergency 
response, despite many 
hospitals cancelling or 
limiting their usual services 
such as elective surgery or 
walk-in clinics due to the 
virus.

Local NHS Trusts 
to Benefit from £1.3 

Billion Debt Write Off The terminal illness charity 
is geared up to care for 
additional patients at the 
end of life across the North 
East following the news that 
the number of coronavirus 
deaths in the UK has jumped 
by more than 100 in a day for 
the first time.
Marie Curie needs to raise 
£2.5million a week to 
continue to run its essential 
frontline services, however 
its ability to generate this 
money has been seriously 
compromised. 
Given the choice, people 
overwhelmingly say they 
would prefer to die in their 
own home, or in a hospice, 
rather than a hospital. People 
who are dying can leave 
hospital quickly, if the right 
package of care is in place and 
it is safe to do so. Marie Curie 
are experts in providing that 
care. 
Now more than ever, dying 
people who do not want to 
be in hospital need to be 
moved to a more appropriate 
setting, as precious beds in 
critical care units are urgently 
required for patients who 
need lifesaving treatment for 
Coronavirus. 
Marie Curie can help, but 
only if it continues to raise 
the donations it needs to fund 
its vital work. 
Marie Curie’s Chief 
Executive Matthew Reed has 
released a stark warning that 
the charity desperately needs 
more donations from people 
across the North East if it is 
to continue caring for dying 
people and help the NHS 
cope with the Coronavirus 
crisis.  
He said: “At this time of 
national emergency, Marie 
Curie Nurses and frontline 
staff are needed more than 
ever as the NHS is put under 
ever greater strain. We’re 
ready and geared up to help, 
with hospice beds and nurses 
on standby.      
“Sadly, some people’s 
lives will be shortened by 
Coronavirus, so the need 
for end of life care will be 
greater. Marie Curie can meet 
this need, and in doing so will 
help free up intensive care 
beds needed for Coronavirus 
patients.  
“But just as we want to 
help, our income has been 
decimated.  We need 
donations urgently to keep 
our Nurses and Hospice staff 
on the frontline. 
“Unlike other healthcare 
providers, Marie Curie is 

Marie Curie Pledges to Support 
During Coronavirus Crisis

reliant on donations from the 
public to survive. Every week 
the charity needs to raise 
£2.5million to care for the 
tens of thousands of people 
who require nursing and 
hospice care.  Now, our ability 
to fundraise is seriously 
compromised. Events are 
being cancelled, and we’ve 
had to close our Shops.  That 
is why we have launched an 
emergency appeal to make 
up the shortfall and ensure 
the charity can care for more 
dying patients, support the 
NHS and ultimately save 
lives in the weeks and months 
ahead.” 
Matthew added: “We are all 
in this crisis together and 
already we are seeing how the 
public in this country is rising 
to support each other and 

the most vulnerable.  Please 
donate now.”  
• Donate today, online at: 
mariecurie.org.uk/emergency
• Text NURSE to 70633 to 
help us reach the families 
who need us. Texts cost £5 
plus 1 standard rate message. 
98% is received by Marie 
Curie. To unsub text OUT to 
78866. Thank you.
If you, or someone you know, 
is affected by a terminal 
illness and concerned about 
Coronavirus, our Support 
Line team are ready to help 
with the information you 
need when you need it. Call 
free 0800 090 2309*. You can 
also find more information on 
our website: mariecurie.org.
uk/coronavirus

The British Veterinary 
Association (BVA) is 
advising pet owners to 
be extra careful and keep 
chocolate eggs and other 
sweet treats well out of 
reach of inquisitive pets to 
avoid an emergency trip 
to the vets over the Easter 
holidays. The advice comes 
as veterinary practices in 
the North East follow strict 
social distancing measures 
and have restricted services 
to emergency and urgent 
cases only to help curb the 
spread of coronavirus.
Chocolate can be very 
dangerous for dogs even 
in small quantities, and 
vets usually see a spike in 
chocolate toxicity cases 
over festive periods such as 
Easter and Christmas. With 
pets spending more time 
indoors due to the lockdown, 
there is an increased risk of 
easy access to these treats. 
Findings from BVA’s Voice 
of the Veterinary Profession 
survey reveal that more 
than eight in ten vets (81%) 
working in companion 
animal practice in northern 
England saw at least one 
case of chocolate poisoning 
over the twelve months 
leading up to Easter last 
year. More than half (51%) 
of the vets had seen three or 
more cases in this period. 
Chocolate contains 
theobromine, a chemical 
naturally found in cocoa 
beans. Dogs metabolise 
theobromine much more 
slowly than humans, so even 
a tiny amount of chocolate 
can result in toxic levels, 
especially for smaller dogs 
and puppies. Cats can 
also fall sick from eating 
chocolate, but they are 
much less inclined to sniff 
out and eat sweet treats than 
their canine counterparts. 
Raisins and sultanas, found 
in hot cross buns and simnel 
cakes, can also be dangerous 
for dogs and cats if ingested. 
British Veterinary 
Association President 
Daniella Dos Santos said: 
“While families prepare 
to celebrate Easter during 
the Covid-19 lockdown, it’s 
important to remember to 
keep any chocolate treats 
well away from pets to 
avoid an emergency trip 

to the vet. Chocolate can 
be poisonous for our pets 
and dogs, in particular, can 
easily sniff out sweet treats, 
so make sure any chocolate 
goodies are stored securely 
out of reach of inquisitive 
noses. 
“This is especially vital at 
a time when strict social 
distancing measures mean 
vets are only able to see 
emergency cases and 
may have smaller teams 
working in the practice as 
they try to do everything 
they can to look after pets 
while protecting clients and 
themselves. 
“If you suspect that your 
dog has eaten chocolate, 
don’t delay in calling your 
vet first for advice on 
bringing it into the practice. 
The quicker the animal gets 
expert veterinary advice 
and treatment, the better. 
Your vet will want to know 
how much chocolate your 
dog has eaten and what 
type. If possible, keep any 
labels and have the weight 
of the dog to hand.”
Whilst prevention is always 
better than cure, if your dog 
does consume chocolate 
then recognising the signs 
and promptly seeking 
veterinary care is vital. 
Dogs will usually start 
showing signs of chocolate 
toxicity within 12 hours, 
but symptoms can last for 
up to three days. Initially, 
pets are likely to experience 
excessive thirst, vomiting, 
diarrhoea and restlessness. 
These can develop into 
symptoms of hyperactivity, 
tremors, abnormal heart 
rate, hyperthermia and 
rapid breathing. Severe 
cases may result in fits and 
heartbeat irregularities, and 
even coma and death. If 
you notice these symptoms 
in your dog and suspect 
chocolate ingestion, seek 
veterinary advice as soon as 
possible. 
For more information 
on pets and poisons, 
download the free Animal 
Welfare Foundation 
‘Pets and Poisons’ 
leaflet at: https://www.
animalwelfarefoundation.
o r g . u k / w p - c o n t e n t /
uploads/2017/06/Pets-and-
Poisons-1.pdf

Keep Pets From 
Avoidable Chocolate 

Emergencies over Easter

The 
Little

 Buddha
“Comparing Yourself 

to Others”

No matter how unsound the 
practice is we are all guilty of 
making assumptions in life. If 
we were to take a moment to 
consider it, it’s almost second 
nature and we do it without 
thinking which in effect is 
what making assumptions is 
all about. A judgement call 
made without the thought 
processes necessary to give it 
value or meaning.
A short cut made up of 
assumptions, suppositions 
and the path of least 
resistance that leads us to 
take so much for granted. 
A dangerous short cut that 
bypasses the need or desire 
to question, challenge or 
provide the proof necessary 
to validate what we hold to 
be true. Like invisible string 
joining up the dot to dots 
of life. We judge because 
it’s easier than thinking, 
assumption is the easiest 
form of judgment because it 
requires no thinking at all.
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OFFICE
UNITS 
TO LET

* Subject to small business relief

Fully refurbished offi  ces now available to let in an eco-friendly 
building. Located at the entrance to Aycliff e Business Park on St. 
Cuthberts Way (old Newton Press building), easy access to A1M.

Offi  ce comes with:
 •  Secure Private Access •  Private Lockable Door
 •  24 Hour Access  •  Parking
 •  Mul� ple Electric Points •  LED Ligh� ng
 •  New Ceilings   •  Eco Friendly Hea� ng
 •  No Rates Chargeable* •  Fi� ed Carpets
 •  Internet and Telephone Ready
 •  Communal Kitchen and Toilet Facili� es
 •  24 Hour CCTV Security in Opera� on

From 42m2 (500� 2) to 89m2 (958� 2)
For more informa� on contact Stuart on 01325 300212

ONLY ONE 

UNIT LEFT

Free Delivery on Orders £10+
10% Off  Collections

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

TAKEAWAY
Monday to 
Wednesday

BANQUET SPECIAL

ONLY £9.95

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

Bengal..Lounge

OPEN
NEW YEARS EVE
FROM 4.30pm

BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £9.95

Available Thursday only
• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad
• Any Appetiser   • Any Main Course  • Any Rice or Nan

(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions applyTA
KE

 A
W

AY

THALI NIGHT
TUESDAY NIGHTS ONLY
ONLY £10.95

DINE IN

VALENTINES
BOOKINGS
Now Accepted

Mother’s Day Special
Sunday 22nd March
£11.95 - Book your table now

DINE INDINE IN

WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY
BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £10.95

Per Person

OPEN Christmas Day
Taking bookings now

Call us 01325 313326 to book your table
Deposit required when booking

BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £9.95

Available Thursday only
• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad

• Any Appetiser   • Any Main Course
• Any Rice or Nan

(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions applyTA
KE

 A
W

AY
Now taking bookings for

VALENTINE’S DAY
Valentines Special 
£28.95 per couple
Poppodoms & pickles - Any two 
starters - Any two main courses 

- Any rice and naan bread
Between two people - T&C apply

Support for 
Samaritans 

with 
Crowdfunding
Darlington Hippodrome 
staff have selected 
Darlington Samaritans as 
their new annual charity 
partner with the launch of an 
online crowdfunding page.
Darlington Hippodrome 
has announced that the 
Hippodrome staff selected 
Darlington Samaritans as 
their new annual charity 
partner.
Samaritans is open 24 hours 
a day, 365 days a year, with 
over 200 branches across the 
UK and Ireland. Every year 
Samaritans answer more 
than 5 million calls for help 
through their unique 24 hour 
listening service. Demand 
for the service is growing 
with Samaritans responding 
to a call for help every 6 
seconds. 
Through the partnership, 
Darlington Hippodrome 
will help support Darlington 
Samaritans’ services 
through various fundraising 
activities.
Darlington Hippodrome 
has launched an online 
crowdfunding page to allow 
individuals to show their 
support for Darlington 
Samaritans and find out 
more about the services they 
provide.
The crowdfunding page 
can be accessed at : https://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
DarlingtonHippodrome
For full information 
on Darlington 
Hippodrome visit www.
darlingtonhippodrome.co.uk

A County Durham college 
and its engineering 
training centre are inviting 
prospective learners to join 
an open event from the 
comfort of their own home.
With colleges, like schools, 
being forced to remain 
closed during the COVID-19 
lockdown, they are finding 
innovative ways to both 
teach remotely as well as 
help applicants for courses 
starting in September.
Bishop Auckland College 
and South West Durham 
Training are therefore 
holding their first ever 
‘virtual’ open evening next 
month, where applicants can 
speak to course tutors and 
careers advisors via live chat 
and over the telephone.
The event will enable 
people to log in or dial in 
and receive instant advice 
on courses offered, student 
support and how to apply to 
secure a confirmed place for 

‘Virtual’ Open Event for 
Prospective Students

September.
Staff will be available from the 
following curriculum areas: 
art and design; barbering; 
beauty therapy; brickwork; 
business; carpentry 
and joinery; catering; 
childcare; criminology; 
engineering; foundation 
learning; hairdressing; 
health and social care; 
IT and computing; motor 
vehicle; music; painting and 
decorating; performing arts; 
photography; plumbing; 
sport and uniformed 
services.
There will also be tutors 
available to advise on 
apprenticeships and higher 
education courses.
Natalie Davison-Terranova, 
Principal and Chief 
Executive of the Bishop 
Auckland College Group, 
said: “It has been hard for 
both staff and students to 
adapt to working from home 
over the past.

Businesses from across 
County Durham have 
joined the battle against 
coronavirus by applying 
their expertise to everything 
from technologies to improve 
virus detection to increasing 
production of vital personal 
protective equipment (PPE) 
and hand sanitiser.
While many companies have 
been forced to shut down 
to contain the pandemic, 
six County Durham firms 
are continuing to work on 
specialist products and 
technologies in a bid to 
limit contagion and protect 
frontline NHS workers. 
Four of the businesses are 
based at the North East 
Technology Park (NETPark) 
in Sedgefield including 
REPROCELL Europe, 
Graphene Composites, 
Stream Bio and Kromek. 
REPROCELL Europe, who 

specialise in leading-edge 
tools and products for stem 
cell and 3D cell culture 
research, have joined a 
consortium with partners in 
North America and Europe 
to develop a vaccine for 
COVID-19. 
Dr David Bunton, CEO of 
REPROCELL Europe said: 
“We are pleased to support an 
international consortium, led 
by the Belgian life sciences 
company eTheRNA, which 
is developing an RNA-based 
vaccine.”
N a n o - t e c h n o l o g y 
manufacturer Graphene 
Composites has been 
working on a graphene ink 
that can be applied to face 
masks and other PPE as a 
viricide (virus killing) to 
provide added protection 
against coronavirus. 
Following an appeal for help 
from other companies with 
the project the company has 
already received a number of 
offers.
Stream Bio Ltd, which 
is based at the Centre 
for Process Innovation’s 
(CPI) within NETPark, 
develops and manufactures 
fluoroscent molecular probes 
used for labelling antibodies. 
The probes increasing the 
sensitivity of antibody 
testing, enabling earlier 
detection. It is hoped that 
Stream Bio’s probes can 
be used in the fight against 
COVID-19. 
Biotechnology firm Kromek 
Group, also based at 
NETPark, is recruiting a 
Project Engineer to work on 
the development of a mobile 
pathogen detection system, 
to detect biological threats, 
such as COVID-19. 
NETPark is managed by 
Business Durham, the 
economic development arm 
of Durham County Council. 
Janet Todd, NETPark 
manager at Business 
Durham, said: “It’s great to 
see that NETPark companies 
are looking at innovative 
ways to fight COVID-19 
and proactively seeking out 
collaborative opportunities. 
NETPark is a thriving 
community of science, 
engineering and technology 
companies providing over 
550 highly skilled jobs 
working across a range of 
sectors such as life science 
and electronics. We wish 
them well as they work to 
combat COVID-19.”
Joining the four NETPark 
companies are chemical 
producer INEOS and 
science-based technology 
company 3M, both with 
manufacturing sites in 
Newton Aycliffe. 
Following a critical shortage 
of hand sanitisers across the 
UK and Europe, INEOS have 
opened a new production 
facility in Newton Aycliffe 
to help fight the spread of 
coronavirus.
H a n d - t o - m o u t h 
contamination is one of 
the main ways that the 
coronavirus infects people, 
so the plant will produce 1m 
bottles of hand sanitiser per 
month and supply NHS sites 
across the country. 
3M, a leader in personal 
protective equipment 
(PPE) for public health and 

healthcare professionals and 
individuals is increasing 
production at all its plants 
including Newtown Aycliffe.
The science-based 
technology company is 
doubling its global output 
of respirators and delivering 
them to front line healthcare 
providers. 
Sarah Slaven, Interim 
Managing Director of 
Business Durham, said: 
“This is a challenging time 
for a lot of businesses in the 
county, but we are delighted 
to see some of them working 
to help fight the coronavirus 
outbreak. 
“These businesses are 
demonstrating tremendous 
agility, adaptability and 
innovation. They have 
the technical knowledge, 
resources and the 
manufacturing skills to 
help produce much needed 
technology and products 
which will hopefully 
help alleviate some of the 
pressure from other national 
suppliers and help protect 
the NHS.
“We are playing our part 
in tackling the coronavirus 
outbreak to help protect our 
communities, our businesses 
and our workforce in County 
Durham.”
Cllr Carl Marshall, Cabinet 
member for economic 
regeneration at Durham 

COUNTY DURHAM BUSINESSES 
WORKING TO FIGHT COVID-19

County Council, said: 
“County Durham has an 
international reputation 
as a place of technological 
and scientific innovation; 
therefore, I am delighted but 
not surprised that businesses 
based here are playing a 
crucial role in the battle 
against coronavirus.
“At NETPark, and across the 
county, we have developed 
a supportive environment 
where collaboration is 
encouraged. This is very 
much at the heart of 
our Powered by People 
campaign, which celebrates 
the contribution each 
individual makes.
“This is an example of where 
collaboration, innovation 

and utilising the skills of 
our talented workforce has 
the power to save lives. 
These companies should feel 
incredibly proud of the work 
they are undertaking, and I 
would like to wish them the 
best.”
Advice for businesses 
and employees in County 
Durham can be found at 
www.durham.gov.uk and 
at www.businessdurham.
co.uk/covid19. 
For the latest advice and 
information from the 
Government, visit www.gov.
uk/government/publications/
guidance-to-employers-and-
businesses-about-covid-19/
c o v i d -19 - s u p p o r t - f o r -
businesses


