
     Telephone: 01325 789589
OPENING TIMES: 8.30am-5.30pm Monday-Friday

8.30am-1.00pm Saturday
SPECIALISTS IN NEW TYRES

Servicing, MoT’s, Exhausts, Batteries, Brakes, Clutches,
Suspensions, Welding, Timing Belts and Diagnostics

ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN
No Job Too Big or Small, Give our Friendly Team a Call

Unit E460F Woodham Road, Aycliff e Business Park
Newton Aycliff e, Co. Durham DL5 6HT

01325 789589  -  Email: ayc-auto@hotmail.com

LOW PRICES ON NEW
• Doors • Windows • Conservatories •
• Porches • Guttering • Facias •
• Soffits • Brickwork • Door Canopies •

We also complete all aspects of
repair work on:  • Misted Units •
• Broken Locks • Leaks •

For a sensible, no obligation quotation
07816 675935 anytime or 304286 after 6pm

THE WINDOW GUYTHE WINDOW GUY
DOOR
SALE

NOW ON

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

Bengal Lounge

THALI NIGHT
TUESDAY NIGHTS ONLY
ONLY £11.95

DINE IN

Scooters from £295

Adjustable Beds from £595

• Wheelchairs, Bath Lifts and Stair Lifts
• No Obligation, FREE Home Demonstration
• Servicing and Repairs (at your home)

Lift Recline Chairs from £495

M.V. MOBILITY
MOBILE SHOWROOM
Part exchange welcome, written details on request

Call Michael on 01325 931032
or 0191 484 6172
Established 2003

Bedroom
Image

Sliding Wardrobes
Manufactured in our Newton Aycliffe Factory

www.bedrooomimage.co.uk
Visit our new studio at:

24 Cockerton Green, Darlington DL3 9EU

Telephone (01325) 464100
or

Middlesbrough and Washington
Telephone 0191 417 9174

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

Fault Finding / Repairs Qualifi ed Electrician
Extra Lights and Sockets Reliable Service
New Fuse Boards / Alarms Tidy Work
Rewires   Free Quote
Landlord Inspections  Satisfaction Guaranteed

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • 01388 772671  |  30-31 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7JJ • 01325 463303
Also 
available in leather

ELECTRIC and MANUAL
R EC L IN E R  SU I T E S

Park right outside our showroom 
and shop at your leisure!

OVER 20 IN STOCK 
FOR

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
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Aycliffe Radio working in partnership with Newton News
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk
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Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you through those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

Cobblers Hall Village Centre
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

Tel: (01325) 319519
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T 01325 318600

W    ku.oc.ecivreslarenufesuohetihw.www 
E enquiries@whitehousefuneralservice.co.uk

Whitehouse Funeral Service Ltd   Reg No.  6984838
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Cockerton House, 11 West Auckland Road, Darlington DL3 9EJ 

John Whitehouse
Dip. F.D. L.M.B.I.F.D.

wh i tehouse
f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e

Whitehouse Funeral Service Ltd  Registration Number:  6984838 

Julie Whitehouse
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‘‘e truly independent family company caring for your needs’

T: 01325 318600  (24hr)

Private Chapels of Rest

Surtees House
Hilton Road
Newton Aycli� e DL5 6EN

� e truly independent family company caring for your needs

T: 01325 318600 (24 hour)

•  UPVC Windows and Doors  •
•  Conservatories  •

•  Composite Doors  •
•  Bi-Folding Doors  •

Telephone 01325 468222
Email: info@bespoke-windows.co.uk

SPECIAL OFFER:
Five Windows

+ One Door
£2880 inc. VAT

ON A BRIGHTER NOTE
Community Spirit Newton Aycliffe have this week received 
an amazing donation of over £500 from a local couple who 
organised an on-line Race Night with a large group of their 
friends.
This wonderful gesture by Shaun Sproates and his Wife 
Charlotte means that when we emerge from lockdown we 
can really take the bull by the horns and give the help that’s 
needed to the  most vulnerable in our Community.
Another £500 was donated to the North East Air Ambulance.

INEOS HELP TO FIGHT THE 
CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

• INEOS new hand sanitiser 
plant at Newton Aycliffe 
started up last weekend, well 
within the ten-day time frame 
promised. It is running three 
shifts around the clock.
• Free issue to the NHS 
commenced on Tuesday 31st 
March.
• Hand sanitisers are a crucial 
weapon in the fight against 
the Coronavirus and remain 
in critically short supply 
across the UK and Europe.
• A German sister plant is 
also in production and plans 
are being drawn up for a third 
plant in France.
• The INEOS Board has had 
a daily call on the progress of 
building the plants.
Sir Jim Ratcliffe, founder and 
chairman of INEOS says, “I 
am extremely proud of the 
INEOS team who have built 
these two major production 
facilities in literally a few 
days. I believe these hand 
sanitisers will play a key 
role in the fight against the 
Corona virus and will help 
protect our NHS front line 
staff who deserve all the help 
we can give them.”
INEOS, one of the world’s 
largest manufacturing 
companies, has this week 
announced that it has hit its 
ten day target to build a hand 
sanitiser plant in Newton 
Aycliffe and has started 
producing one million hand 
sanitisers a month.
Hand to mouth contamination 
is one of the main ways that 
the Coronavirus infects 

people and there is a critical 
shortage of hand sanitisers 
across the UK and Europe.
INEOS is focusing on 
meeting the needs of front 
line medical and care services 
as well as making “pocket 
bottle” hand sanitisers 
available for people’s 
personal use. These will be 
produced to World Health 
Organisation specifications.
Sir Jim Ratcliffe, founder and 
chairman of INEOS says, 
“Now that production of the 
INEOS hand sanitiser has 
started, we are working on 
the fastest way to get them to 
where they need to be. I am 
confident that within a few 
days our sanitiser will start to 

be seen in hospitals, surgeries 
and people’s homes”.
INEOS is the leading 
European producer of the two 
key raw materials needed for 
sanitisers – isopropyl alcohol 
(IPA) and ethanol, producing 
almost one million tonnes. 
The company is already 
running these plants flat out 
and have been diverting more 
of this product to essential 
medical use including in the 
new INEOS factories.
INEOS takes its corporate 
and social responsibilities 
extremely seriously. Its 
products are important to 
the production of essential 
healthcare products from 
rubber gloves, to PVC saline 
drips, syringes, ventilators, 
medical tubing. Its products 
purify the public’s drinking 
water. It produces raw 
materials for soap, phenol for 
aspirin and paracetamol, and 
its acetonitrile is being used 
in pharmaceutical analysis 
essential in procedures 
necessary to find a vaccine.
Sir Jim Ratcliffe, founder 
and chairman of INEOS 
adds, “INEOS is a company 
with enormous resources and 
manufacturing skills. If we 
can find other ways to help 
in the Coronavirus battle, we 
are absolutely committed to 
playing our part”
For more information please 
go to our website: www.
ineoshandgel.com
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Hello!   If you are self-isolating, I can help

My name is ............................................................................................................

I live locally, at ......................................................................................................

My phone number is ...........................................................................................
If you are self-isolating due to COVID-19, I can help with:

       Picking up shopping   Posting mail

       A friendly phone call   Urgent supplies

Just call or text me and I will do my best to help you (for free!)

Coronavirus is contagious. Please take every precaution to ensure you are 
spreading only kindness. Avoid physical contact (2m distance). Wash your 
hands regularly. Items should be left on doorsteps.

BEING NEIGHBOURLY
Over the coming weeks/months more and more residents will become self-isolated. If you are aware of a neighbour 
who finds themselves in this predicament, you can still help. By filling in the form below and posting through 
their letter box you are showing your willingness to assist them. By working together we can help our neighbours, 
especially those in our area who are most vulnerable.

124 Recovery Company
Vehicles, Recruiting and Display

1407 Squadron Air Cadets
Drill Display and Recruiting

102 Battalion REME
Vehicles, Recruiting and Display

FREE HATS
AND
FLAGS
(while stocks last)

* Vintage Vehicles
* Singalong with Jenna
* Bagpipes at 1pm & 3pm
* MP & Mayor Visit
* Ice Cream / Face Painter
* Vintage Vehicles

Jenna Highfield
1940’s Singer and Entertainer

Sat., 15th August 2020
11.00am to 4.00pm

Aycliffe Town Centre

201 Field Hospital
Medical Treatment Facility Display

What’s Happening:Local Armed Forces displays all day11am - Aycli� e Radio11.30am - Jenna High� eld12pm - Aycli� e Radio12.30pm - Jenna High� eld1pm - Mayor Arrives + Piper1.15pm - Aycli� e Radio1.30pm - 1407 Cadets Drill2pm - Jenna High� eld2.30pm - Aycli� e Radio3pm - Piper Plays “Battle O’er”3.15pm - Jenna High� eld3.45pm - Aycli� e Radio

75th ANNIVERSARY

VE/VJ Day Celebration

Greenfield 
Celebrate 

Class of 2020
Year 11 students at Greenfield 
Community College had an 
emotional day as they left 
the Greenfield Community 
College site last week.
However, they can be in no 
doubt that they are valued 
members of the Greenfield 
community as staff and 
students were quick to mark 
their last day on site in a 
number of ways.
Unknown to the Year 11, 
Deputy Headteachers, Mr 
John Moffatt and Miss 
Lisa Forkin, organised a 
wonderful ‘guard of honour’ 
as staff and students lined 
up to clap and cheer them 
as they finished for the day.  
This impromptu celebration 
brought tears and smiles 
to many and was a lovely 
experience; standing out in 
difficult times.
The moments were captured 
on camera and can be seen 
on Greenfield’s twitter 
page @GreenfieldTweet 
alongside helpful links to 
learning resources and ideas 
for independent learning on 
the school website.
Although the day was filled 
with emotion students are 
well informed and well 
equipped to continue their 
studies and exciting next 
steps. Greenfield will look 
forward to welcoming back 
the year group later in the 
year to celebrate their time 
at Greenfield.

PARLIAMENT TALK

Paul Howell, Member of Parliament for Sedgefield

Well what a week that was! 
Like just about everyone I 
have been on lockdown this 
week. Normally we would 
have been just entering 
recess and it would have 
been a fabulous opportunity 
to get out and about and 
meet people.
Not this time! In the last few 
days of Parliament sitting 
we had the almost unique 
situation of the Whips 
telling us to stay out of the 
Chamber, they are normally 
doing quite the reverse. 
My local team continue to 
work from home as we were 
unable to enter our new 
office before the lockdown. 
So for a couple of days I was 
in London working from my 
office, there and available 
in case any votes took 
place but unable to enter 
the Chamber. Legislation 
was expedited at pace and 
we were able to leave last 
Tuesday.
Some of the contents of the 
legislation passed has been 
extraordinary, not just in 
terms of the money that the 
Government has released to 
try and help as many people 
as possible but also in terms 
of civil liberties. We have 
all seen the “Police State” 
accusations from people and 
whilst we may see examples 
of over zealous enforcement 
on the news they have to 

be considered in context 
and from the discussions 
I have had with our local 
Police I am very confident 
that their efforts will be 
proportionate. Once this is 
over though it is particularly 
important that we role back 
these powers and head back 
to normality.
For now though we all need 
to follow the advice given 
and stay at home and protect 
our NHS. 
There are huge efforts being 
made to increase testing 
and the availability of 
PPE whilst also increasing 
the capacity of the health 
service but I can assure you 
that along with all MP’s 
I am pushing for it to be 
achieved faster.
The response of people 
in staying home has been 
fantastic, but we need this 
to continue for a while yet. 
Can I also remind you of the 
earlier message to regularly 
wash your hands for at least 
20 seconds. The reason for 
this is the virus does not 
pass through your skin but 
if it gets on your hands then 
when you touch your face it 
can infect you. 
Durham County Council 
has established help lines 
for you if required which 
are 03000 260 260 and 
email help@durham.gov.
uk or via their website 
at www.durham.gov.uk/
covid19help or you can 
contact us at Paul.Howell.
MP@Parliament.uk.
Please Stay Safe, Stay at 
Home and look after your 
neighbours
Paul Howell MP
Member of Parliament
for Sedgefield

Businesses can benefit from 
a free workshop exploring 
current issues around 
change management at 
New College Durham’s next 
Employer Breakfast.
‘Surviving Organisational 
Change: It’s not you, it’s 
me’ is a solution-focused 
workshop designed to 
give businesses ideas on 
how to attract, retain and 
motivate a productive 
workforce. The workshop 
will help employers 
consider how changes can 
impact staff and explore 
how to counterbalance any 
issues that may arise. The 
speakers, Neil White and 
Rebecca Dodds, are experts 
in Management and Human 
Resource Management 
and lecture at New College 
Durham.
The event takes place on 
Tuesday 24th March from 
8am-10am, at New College 
Durham, Framwellgate 
Moor campus. This is 
the first in the College’s 
2020 series of employer 
networking breakfasts. 
Each event includes a 
networking breakfast, 
followed by a workshop or 
seminar.
Dawn Fairlamb, Vice 
Principal, commented: 

“Business owners and 
employers are subject to 
constant change, most of 
which is outside of their 
control. Our workshop will 
focus on contemporary 
issues around change 
management and discuss 
solutions that exist through 
an engaged and motivated 
workforce.”
Mark Anderson, Vice 
Principal, said: “Our 
employer breakfasts are 
very popular, attracting 
employers from a wide 
variety of sectors including 
finance, retail, public 
sector, the care sector, 
energy, the arts and more. 
We give businesses the 
chance to discuss their own 
experiences, network, share 
best practice and develop 
new relationships. We 
would encourage any type 
of company to come along 
and get involved.”
The event is free of charge 
and open to all employers 
and businesses. Find out 
more and register for free at 
https://bit.ly/39Bwbi3. 
The dates of the following 
events in the College’s 
Employer Breakfast series 
are Thursday 21 May 2020 
and Tuesday 24 November 
2020.

New College Durham’s 
Employer Breakfast

Business owners across 
County Durham have 
spoken of their relief at the 
quick processing of support 
grants by Durham County 
Council.
The grants were launched 
late last week to help 
businesses through the 
Coronavirus pandemic and 
council staff have since 
worked tirelessly to process 
payments.
To date, the council has 
already supported 3,575 
businesses, paying more 
than £43 million and 
expects to exceed £50 
million of payments by 
5pm on 2nd April. 
The grants are either 
£10,000 or £25,000, 
depending on the size of the 
company, and do not need 
to be repaid. 
They’re one-off payments 
designed to help small 
businesses in the retail, 
hospitality and leisure 
sectors, many of which 
were the first to close or be 
affected by the Coronavirus 
outbreak. 
A number of businesses 
have praised the council for 
the way it has worked with 
them to establish simple 
claims processes and over 
the speed in which the 
payments have been made.
There are more than 
8,000 properties across 
the county eligible for the 
grants and it’s expected 

More Than £43 million Paid to 
County Durham Businesses

that the council will have 
paid out £89 million once 
all applications have been 
processed. 
That is in addition to 
the business rates reliefs 
which have already been 
processed in the week. 
Revised bills have been 
issued, providing a further 
£44 million of reductions to 
business rates bills in order 
to support local businesses 
even more. 
Eligible businesses who 
haven’t yet applied for the 
grants are being encouraged 
to as soon as possible to get 
the help they’re entitled to 
during these challenging 
times.  
Guidelines around which 
businesses are eligible for 
the grant have been set by 
the government. Details of 
this are available online at 
http://www.durham.gov.uk/
ndrgrants 
Cllr Carl Marshall, Portfolio 
holder for economic 
regeneration, said: “I’m 
delighted that we have been 
able to make a difference to 
so many businesses already. 
We know that these are 
difficult times and we know 
our local businesses need 
these support grants, which 
is why our staff are working 

tirelessly to prioritise 
making payments to them. 
I would ask any eligible 
business who hasn’t yet 
applied to please do so. We 
are committed to supporting 
all our businesses through 
this pandemic and these 
grants will go a long way 
in doing that. Companies 
can submit their details 
online and we will process 
their payment as quickly as 
possible.
“I have to again say thanks 
to our staff for all their 
hard work. They have 
been incredibly committed 
to supporting our local 
businesses in what are very 
difficult circumstances for 
themselves. We expect to 
have paid more than £50 
million by the end of today, 
which is more than half 
of our estimated total - all 
within a week of receiving 
the government guidance 
on who was eligible for 
the payments. That is a 
tremendous achievement 
and highlights the 
dedication of our fantastic 
team who themselves are 
having to work flexibly 
from home as they follow 
the government advice on 
social distancing – they 
have been fantastic.”



HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?
We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.

Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£49.00 inc VAT (per will) and Free Home Visit

During the day or evening
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE

PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

 Members of the Society of Will Writers
 F.Inst.PA (Qualifi ed Paralegal)

IT SUPPORT & 
NETWORK SECURITY

TELECOMS  |  SECURITY
DEVELOPMENT

lucidgrp.co.uk
01325 582121  hi@lucidgrp.co.uk
Blue Bridge Centre, Horndale Ave, Newton Aycliffe,DL5 7YR
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A family firm, est. 1891 

01325 465 647 
24 hours, day and night 

Our own prepayment plans available 
 

59A Bondgate / Darlington / DL3 7JR 

Community and voluntary 
groups can now access an 
additional £1.4 million of 
funding to help provide 
much-needed support 
during the Coronavirus 
pandemic.
Durham County Council 
is giving each of its 14 
area action partnerships 
(AAP) an extra £100,000 to 
allocate to groups who are 
working hard to provide 
support at a grass roots 
level across the county.
In addition, the council is 
providing local councillors 
with flexibility to use their 
neighbourhood budgets to 
support community groups 
and the voluntary sector by 
releasing revenue funding 
previously allocated for 
capital projects. 
This flexibility, if fully 
utilised, will provide up to 
a further £1.76 million of 
financial support to County 
Durham communities. 
The announcement follows 
the launch of County 
Durham Together last 
week. Led by the council, 
this is a virtual community 
hub that brings together 
groups, charities and 
volunteers to support 
vulnerable people who are 
self-isolating. 
Cllr Simon Henig, Leader 
of the council, said “During 
these extremely difficult 
times, it is important that 
the council does all it can to 
help our local communities 
by bringing together the 
many groups that are 
providing much-needed 
day-to-day support.
“We have already launched 
our community hubs and 
we are now setting out 
a package of additional 
financial support to help 
fund costs being incurred 
by community and 
voluntary groups right 
across County Durham. 
This will ensure the money 
will be directed to where it 
is most needed.”
Cllr Alan Napier, Deputy 
Leader and the council’s 
Cabinet member for 
resources, said: “This 
additional funding will 
help community groups 
to continue to provide 

vital services during the 
coronavirus outbreak. 
“We know that financial 
pressures are a challenge 
for many groups providing 
help to local communities 
and that is why we 
are committing these 
significant funds, which 
will be managed locally 
across the county. 
“This is a considerable 
investment and builds upon 
the additional support we 
announced through our 
local council tax reduction 
scheme this week, as well 
as the work that is ongoing 
to pay grants to local 
businesses as quickly as 
possible.”
Cllr Brian Stephens, 
Cabinet member for 
neighbourhoods and local 
partnerships, said: “Our 
AAPs are very much at the 
heart of the communities 
they serve, and, over the 
last ten years, they have 
provided practical and 
financial support for tens 
of thousands of projects 
benefiting people of all 
ages. 
“At a time when the nation 

Council Announces £1.4m 
Community Funding Pot

is facing an unprecedented 
challenge, this support is 
more important than ever. 
This additional funding 
will help AAPs to support 
our communities to meet 
the challenge and help 
one another through this 
difficult and uncertain 
time.”
AAPs will be working with 
groups to identify gaps in 
provision in their areas. 
More information can be 
provided by contacting 
AAPs directly. Contact 
details are available at 
www.durham.gov.uk/aaps, 
with groups encouraged to 
contact AAPs through their 
specific email addresses 
due to Coronavirus 
working arrangements.
For further details about 
the support on offer 
to communities and 
businesses in County 
Durham, visit www.
durham.gov.uk/coronavirus
To request help or to 
volunteer for County 
Durham Together, contact 
communityhub@durham.
gov.uk or call 03000 260 
260.

Rose Lodge Care Home 
on Carer’s Way, Cobblers 
Lane, Newton Aycliffe have 
always prided themselves 
on being part of the local 
community and were 
delighted to support our 
NHS colleagues for the 
8.00pm round of applause 
for on Thursday 26th 
March.
Our residents asked if we 
could have a sign outside 
the home so that the NHS 
workers knew how much 
they meant to us and how 
much we appreciated all 
they are doing for the 

community and our loved 
ones and a sign was created.
At 8.00pm all of our 
residents and staff of Rose 
Lodge clapped from the 
home and a few staff stood 
outside and were joined 
by our friends at the Co-
op shop across the road, 
showing huge support for 
our community of key 
workers, NHS staff and 
carers.
Thank you from Rose 
Lodge Care Home for all 
you do.
Kindest regards
Kerri

Appreciation Shown 
for NHS Workers

KICKING CORONA 
Covid 19 is happening here,
but there is no need to fear.
If you follow the rules and isolate, 
take one walk a day to help you feel great.
Or follow a TV fitness prog,
if you’re not up to going out for a jog.
Everyone should be doing their bit, 
so no one in their family will become sick.
Children’s rainbows are brightening the streets,
they’re  thinking of us all although we can’t meet.
Posties, chemists, bin men, food shop workers too,
nurses and doctors, we all applaud you.
Stay safe, stay cheerful and keep in touch,
a telephone call can mean so much.
Remember a video link or text,
will mean your Gran won’t be perplexed.
Be vigilant, cheerful and strong,
and make “We Shall Overcome” our feel good song! 

MMK 2020

Last week, a letter to the 
Newton News complained 
about lack of prompt action 
by Durham County Council 
after streetlights had been 
reported as ‘out’ on the 
A167.
I asked DCC to find out what 
had happened.
TAKING ACTION
A report about A167 
streetlights is indeed 
recorded for April 2018, 
when a prompt response was 
issued stating that further 
action was required, and that 
the job would be added to the 
ongoing works programme.
Changing a light on the 
A167 – a 60mph former 
trunk road – is, as one 
would expect, not the same 
as changing a streetlight 
on a residential road. DCC 
workers need safeguarding 
with appropriate traffic 
management.  
To replace a streetlight on 
the A167, therefore, requires 
an application for permission 
to erect traffic controls, and 
also to contract a traffic 
management company to do 
so.
This, moreover, makes 
changing that streetlight an 
operation costing hundreds 
of pounds, so residents will 
appreciate that DCC seeks to 
repair a number of lights at 
the same time.
All of which means that, if 
you report a streetlight ‘out’ 

on the A167, a team is not 
going to be out the next day.
USE YOUR COUNTY 
COUNCILLOR!
(1) I will reiterate the point I 
made last week that, if work 
you have identified is not 
done to your satisfaction, 
you should nudge the system 
by referring your complaint 
to your local County 
Councillor – including me, 
seeing as last week’s letter 
acknowledged me as “the 
best to complain to” because 
I am a Labour Councillor(!)
(2) Additionally, if your 
complaint is specifically 
about streetlights on the 
A167, since DCC maintains 
the lights on a Service 
Level Agreement for Great 
Aycliffe Town Council, I 
would suggest that you also 
contact GATC, who will 
be anxious to ensure that 
residents are getting the 
service they have paid for.
THE PROBLEM
OF NOW
Finally, with regard to this 
issue and indeed a number of 
other services, I would ask 
residents to please be patient 
at this difficult time. Unlike 
some bodies, DCC continues 
to clear fly-tipping, empty 
dog bins etc., but is having 
sometimes to prioritise 
frontline services where 
staffing has been hit by the 
Coronavirus crisis.  
Cllr John D Clare

Another Complaint 
About DCC

‘Lack of Action’
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BRIC-A-BRAC APPEAL
We are appealing for good quality items to use for auctions/raffles, car boot sales 
to help boost our funds and support more animals in need, as well as vert costs.

WILD BIRD APPEAL
In order to help the wild bird population over the winter months, we are appealing 
for donations of fat balls, peanuts and bird seed.

CAT FOOD APPEAL
We are in need off wet cat food, kitten food and cat litter to support the animals 
currently in our care.

DROP OFF POINTS
Any of the above items can be dropped off at Tesco’s, Honest John, Julie’s Pet 
Show or Grannies Choice - thank you for your support.

Please contact 01325 321855 or 01325 311215

N A S S L
NATIONAL ANIMAL SANTUARIES

SUPPORT LEAGUE

KEEP
YOUR
PROPERTY SAFE

All security solutions undertaken 
such as Grills, Gates, Bars,

Be-Spoke Boxes

Call DBS on 01325 307230
Mobile: Scott 07772 182357

Email: scott@dbs-fabrication.co.uk
Website: www.dbs-fabrication.co.uk

CALL YOUR
LOCAL
POLICE

IN AN EMERGENCY
ALWAYS CALL 999

101
101 is now the number to call when you want 
to contact your local police - when it’s less 
urgent than 999

WHEN SHOULD I CALL 101?
To report less urgent crime or disorder and for 
general police enquiries, for example:
• if your car has been stolen;
• if your property has been damaged;
• when you suspect drug use or dealing;
• to report a minor traffi  c collision;
• to give information about crime in your area;
or
• if you would like to speak to your local police offi  cer

Scranimals will be 
running training 
challenges, game ideas and 
photo/video competitions, 
with the opportunity to 
win prizes for some of the 
above.
All free to take part in, 
and a way to keep pet dogs 
entertained and mentally 
tired since a lot of dogs 
won’t be getting their 
usual routines and driving 
their families bonkers.
We’re also looking at 
games/crafts to do that 
kids can take part too.
Photo is of one of our 
resident rescue dogs, Meg.
Our Facebook page is 
facebook.com/scranimals

Scranimals Online 
Pet Competition

County Durham 
Community COVID-19 

Fund Now Open
CDCF has just launched their COVID-19 Fund to support 
community groups and organisations through this period of 
uncertainty. The focus is to offer emergency funding to deal 
with emerging issues in the community as a result of the 
continuing threat of coronavirus. 
https://www.cdcf.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/
Coronavirus-Fund-Guidelines.pdf
Grants up to £5,000 is available to support work in the 
community, and to help organisations survive over this 
period of closures and isolation.
Theme 1: Proactive
• Organisations that are supporting older people and other 
vulnerable groups affected by the COVID-19 outbreak 
• Additional costs of working remotely and adapting 
services delivered in the wider community including 
volunteer costs
• Activities to support community coordinated resources
• Initiatives working to combat poverty (e.g. initiatives to 
tackle food poverty or ‘holiday’ hunger etc.)
• Advisory services that complement those being put in 
place by statutory authorities such a directing people to 
local services or listening on the phone and giving emotional 
support.
Project may be new or something you currently deliver but 
it must respond to the COVID-19 crisis. The activity must 
also complement the support measures that are being put in 
place in your communities by the statutory authorities e.g. 
local authority led community hubs.
Theme 2: Recovery and Resilience
• A contribution to charities and community organisations 
whose operations and finances are significantly affected by 
loss of income due to restrictions in place around COVID-19
This fund is expected to be heavily subscribed.  In this 
first phase of emergency funding, priority will be given to 
applications that meet Theme 1. Applications for Theme 2 
will be accepted but they will be given lower priority.

A HUGE 
THANK YOU
Dear Sir,
A huge thank you to all 
of our staff, volunteers, 
donors and supporters. 
In a week where our 
resources have been 
severely challenged, your 
organisation, with Gods 
grace, has surpassed 
all expectations. The 
resilience, fortitude, 
dedication, prayer 
and goodwill you 
have all shown in this 
unprecedented time are 
beyond any mere words of 
thanks that I can express.
As we prepare for a 
possible spike in this 
outbreak before it recedes, 
and it will recede, may I 
request over this weekend 
that we take some private 
time to pray for our 
Country, our organisation 
and not least for yourselves 
and your loved ones.
Please be assured that it is 
always darkest before the 
dawn and he who brings 
the dawn each day to us is 
faithful and true. I cannot 
find the adequate words 
of appreciation for the 
support that you all are 
showing, except to simply 
say again, thank you and 
God bless.
Genesis 8 v22:
“While the earth remains, 
seed-time and harvest, and 
cold and heat, and summer 
and winter, and day and 
night shall not cease.”
Glenn Jones
DCP Chairman

Most of us will have to be 
spending the majority of 
our time at home, and as 
the weather improves Joan, 
Viv and I would like to take 
this opportunity to wish 
everybody good health.  
We at Prickly Haven think 
that this is the opportunity 
to let you all know we are 
still business as usual, 
The British Hedgehog 
Preservation Society are too 
on 01584 890801. 
As the weather is very nice 
and sunny during the day 
it is still very cold at night, 
too cold for any releases, but 
during the day people will 
be embarking on gardening 
etc which brings me to 
every rehabbers nightmare, 
powered cutting tools and 
football nets. Pictured above 
is a female who had been 
the victim of a strimmer, 
the gardener didn’t check 
to see if she was there, she 
was sleeping when this had 
happened to her, she must 
have been out around 24 
hours when a kind person 
found her still trying to 
walk to find help but by that 
time the flies had started 
to do their dirty work, she 
must have been in agony but 
they never cry! Because of 
her injuries she had to be put 
to sleep, it was the kindest 
thing to do.  Had the person 
stopped to check before 
strimming, which would 
have took him five minutes 
or so this little one would 
still be here with us possibly 
having Hoglets.  Can I say 
this happened recently in 
another part of the country.
We apologise for the graphic 

picture but it’s something 
we need to show you all! 
It’s only now since doing 
hedgehog rescue I have 
heard power tools and to 
be quite honest it turns my 
stomach, please take the 
time to check first, we have 
plenty of time at home at 
least for the foreseeable 
if people have listened to 
Boris!  Also Hedgehog’s get 
constriction injuries from 
any kind of netting, please 
also make sure that they 
have room to get under the 
nets to get to where they are 
going, a couple of feet will 
suffice.
Stay Home and Stay Safe
Maxine, Viv and Joan 
Prickly Haven
Hedgehog Rescue 

Dear Sir,
Newton Aycliffe and Co 
Durham are experiencing 
one of the most challenging 
periods in its history. As 
a bank where many of our 
colleagues are neighbours, 
friends and even family 
to your readers and our 
customers, we want to 
make sure that we are 
doing all we can to help 
our communities and make 
banking as straightforward 
and as supportive as possible 
during these difficult times.
We are monitoring the 
impact of coronavirus 
across Co Durham to ensure 
we can support everyone 
appropriately through 
this period of disruption. 
Whether young or old, 
a personal or a business 
customer, we are working 
with local authorities, 
governments, regulators and 
other banks to ensure we are 
doing everything that we can 
to support our communities 
and the local economy.
To help the public cope with 
these challenges, NatWest 
customers over 70 and those 
in isolation can now access a 
new dedicated support line. 
This has been set up so we 
can help those most in need 
and is open from 8am until 
8pm, seven days a week. 
Those who need it can call 
NatWest on 0800 051 4176.
The current situation 
has made everyone fully 
appreciate the impact and 
pressure our NHS staff are 
experiencing. To help them 
help the most vulnerable 
in our society at this time, 
we have introduced an 
emergency customer care 
line for NHS and critical 
workers to help with 
emergency banking support 
such as lending assistance 
and lost and stolen cards. 
This line is open 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week and 
can be contacted on 0800 
046 2418.
We understand the challenges 
and the circumstances those 
affected by coronavirus 
might face and we want to be 
there to make sure they don’t 
fall into financial difficulty 
as a result. As such we want 
any customers who are 
affected to get in contact to 
allow us to understand their 
individual situation and to 
see what we can do to help 
them. 
We want to help. Every 
single one of us is here to 
support you.
We’re doing everything we 
can to keep our services 
running for customers. Our 
branch network remains 
open but following relevant 
public health guidance, 
we have reviewed our 
opening hours and we’re 
prioritising core opening 
hours from Monday to 
Friday, from 10am to 1pm.  
Our colleagues in branches 
are working incredibly hard 
in difficult circumstances 
and we’re encouraging 
customers not to visit their 
branch unless it’s critical 
and if they do, practice safe 
social distancing.
This same guidance has 

forced us to make the difficult 
decision to pause our mobile 
fleet with immediate effect. 
But customers can continue 
to access their banking 
services through our other 
channels including digital, 
mobile, ATMs, video banker, 
telephony and Post Office 
– and we are proactively 
keeping customers aware of 
any changes that affect their 
local service through our 
website. 
Local businesses lie at the 
heart of our community 
and many readers face the 
responsibility of looking 
after their company as 
well as their colleagues. 
To assist we have set 
aside a support fund of £5 
billion  of working capital 
support. We’re able to offer 
emergency fee free loans and 
overdrafts to relieve some of 
the pressure and through our 
consultants and relationship 
managers help offer advice 
and facilitate the support 
channels being offered by the 
Government and the Bank of 
England.
This is a fast-changing 
situation and could 
potentially change quickly. 
Our colleagues across the 
bank are working together 
throughout this challenging 
period to offer the public 
a service which makes 
banking as straightforward 
as possible during a difficult 
period. 
I want to reassure you that 
the bank is doing all it can to 
help customers, your readers 
and communities across Co 
Durham. We will constantly 
review all the actions we are 
taking to make sure they are 
having the right impact. 
We will also look for new 
ways of supporting our 
customers and will continue 
to work with a wide range 
of stakeholders, including 
governments and local 
authorities, to find solutions 
to the problems we are 
all facing and to plan for 
a positive and proactive 
future.
Yours sincerely,
Richard Topliss
Chairman of the North 
Regional Board

Banks to Help 
Businesses Through 

the Pandemic
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Blue Bridge Centre, St. Cuthberts Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 6DS
Telephone: 01325 300212 (Option 6) • Fax: 01325 312893

Email: stephen@newtonpress.net 
www.newtonpress.net

.  .  .  AND ANYTHING ELSE YOU CAN DREAM UP!

YOUR PR INT OUR REPUTAT ION

Bags / Tags
Banners
Books
Brochures
Business Cards
Business Stationery
Calendars
Canvas Prints
Catalogues

Certificates
Desk Pads
Direct Mail
Draw Tickets
Event Invites
Envelopes
Embossing
Embellishing
Exhibition Displays

Flyers
Folders
Folded Leaflets
Greetings Cards
Labels
Letterheads
Magazines
Magnetic Signs / Labels
Mailers

Menus
Multi-Part Forms (NCR)
Notepads
Plastic Cards
Point of Sale
Postcards
Posters
Promotional Gifts
PVC Banners

Ring Binders
Roller Banners
Signage
Stickers / Labels
Vinyl Stickers
Wall Planners
Wedding Stationery
Window Stickers
Workwear

WE  DON’T  JUST  PR INT  THE
.  .  .  WE  DO ALL  THIS  TOO!

Europe’s leading shower 
designer and manufacturer, 
Roman, has unveiled 
stunning fluted glass options 
on wetroom panels into the 
Liberty range which utilises 
this stylish decorative glass.
The UK’s main bathroom 
event, KBB, that took 
place from 1st to 4th March 
KBB 2020 saw Roman’s 
new Liberty Fluted Glass 
Wetroom Panels awarded 
one of the ‘most innovative 
product’ titles and featured 
in the event’s Design Trail 
by Designer Magazine.
The very on-trend wetroom 
panel is available in a silver 
chrome finish as well as matt 
black, which will coordinate 
beautifully with brassware 
across the bathroom. The 
optional pivoting deflector 
panel completes the look 
and is designed to increase 
water integrity around the 
wetroom area.
Roman have been supplying 
fluted glass for some time 
within the international 
hotel and hospitality market 
as designer brands are 
moving away from chrome 
and clear glass into coloured 
finishes and increasingly 
into textured and printed 
glass.

ROMAN LAUNCH FLUTED 
GLASS WETROOM PANELS 
INTO THE LIBERTY RANGE

The nature of the fluted 
glass wetroom panel means 
it can be installed on a 
tray or straight to floor and 
it features a unique tape 
sealing system technology 
to eliminate all vertical, 
visible silicone.
David Osborne, Managing 
Director at Roman: “Fluted 
glass has been re-emerging 
over the last few years in 
the higher end hotel sector. 

Work to secure a major 
grant to strengthen a 
County Durham market 
town is continuing.
Durham County Council 
brought together 
key partners to start 
formulating a bid for up 
to £25 million from the 
Government’s Stronger 
Town’s Fund for Bishop 
Auckland.
The inaugural meeting 
of the Bishop Auckland 
Strong Town Board took 
place remotely using video 
conferencing technology 
to comply with national 
guidance on social 
distancing.
The town was invited by 
the Government to apply 
for a share of the £1.6 
billion fund and the council 
and its partners were 
determined not to miss out 
on the opportunity.
With significant 
programmes of investment 
for the town already 
underway, the Stronger 
Towns Fund will build on 
this and help to maximise 
opportunities for local 
people and businesses.
Government guidance 
states the funding can be 
used for infrastructure, 
training and skills and 
digital investment. During 

the meeting, the board 
discussed the opportunities 
this presents and the role 
its members will play over 
coming months and years. 
This will include creating 
an investment plan setting 
out priorities and ideas.
Board members include 
representatives from the 
county council, Bishop 
Auckland Town Council, 
Bishop Auckland College, 
The Auckland Project, 
Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon Area Action 
Partnership, Job Centre 
Plus, Brighter Bishop 
Auckland Partnership, 
North East Local 
Enterprise Partnership 
(LEP), believe housing and 

PRESSING FORWARD 
WITH £25m FUNDING BID

the business community, 
along with Bishop 
Auckland MP Dehenna 
Davison. 
Cllr Carl Marshall, 
Durham County Council’s 
Cabinet member for 
economic regeneration, 
said: “As the nation comes 
together to meet the 
challenge presented by the 
Coronavirus pandemic, we 
are working with regional 
partners and lobbying the 
Government to provide 
support to County Durham 
businesses and high streets.
“It is also vital that 
we continue to pursue 
opportunities such as the 
Stronger Towns Fund 
to secure additional 

investment for towns like 
Bishop Auckland. I am 
pleased the board meeting 
was able to take place and 
I look forward to working 
with our partners to 
develop a robust funding 
application.”
David Land, a local 
businessman and chairman 
of the Engineering and 
Manufacturing Network, 
has been selected as chair 
of Bishop Auckland Strong 
Town Board.
David said: “It was good 
to bring all of the partners 
together to discuss how we 
can attract investment and 
provide the development 
Bishop Auckland needs. 
Everyone was incredibly 
enthusiastic and there was 
a strong sense of purpose 
not only for submitting the 
bid and the securing the 
opportunities this presents, 
but for working together to 
support the town.”
For information about how 
Durham County Council 
is supporting businesses 
and workers across the 
county affected by the 
Coronavirus pandemic, 
visit www.durham.gov.uk 
or www.businessdurham.
c o . u k / n e w s - e v e n t s -
county-durham/covid-19-
information

The glass texture distorts 
light and therefore offers 
a degree of obscurity 
without reducing the light 
in the showering area, but 
moreover it is the finished 
look of the panels which 
demands attention and adds 
value.”
Photo: Liberty Wetroom 
Panels with Fluted Glass 
including pivoting deflector 
panel in silver chrome.
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WALKERS
BUTCHERS and BAKERS
Simpasturegate • Newton Aycliffe • 312022

Aycliffe’s Longest Established Butcher & Baker

Your Local Family 
Butcher and Baker

FOR ALL YOUR MEAT REQUIREMENTS.
FULLY OPERATIONAL ON-SITE BAKERY.

Catering for Weddings, Funerals, Christenings, 
Private and Public Functions

(including Pie and Peas suppers)
Supplying restaurants, snack and sandwich bars.

Call for more details and quotes
www.walkersbutchers.co.uk

 

Contact Jon Bean
Chartered Financial Planner

Confused about
your pension

choices?
We consider your financial goals and

objectives to help plan for your
financial future. 

Whatever stage in life you're at, and
whatever your financial commitments

- and dreams - we're here for all of
life's major milestones

Email: jonb@ctwealth.co.uk

Call:
 

Contact: Jon Bean, Newton Aycliffe based Chartered Financial
Planner 07970865218
jonb@ctwealth.co.uk 
www.ctwealth.co.uk

Junction7 Foodbank
Junction 7 will continue to help the people of Newton 
Aycliffe and surrounding areas. The Foodbank can be 
accessed by people who have not enough money to buy 
food. A referral system has been put in place.
Agencies and professionals can refer clients. Clients can 
also self refer. All foodbank requests must be emailed to 
junc7tion@gmail.com 
A few relevant questions need to be replied to. 
If not possible to pick up we have a bank of volunteers 
who can deliver to homes. This will be all followed by 
government guidelines. 
For the people who have enough money to buy food but 
can’t get out to do shopping, we have set up a group of 
volunteers, with a current DBS that can do shopping. 
Money can be transferred into our charity bank or paypal 
account. All receipts will be returned. A list of shopping 
items can be emailed to us.
If people don’t have access to the internet we can be 
contacted by phone. We will then do our best to get 
shopping to them.
We are also setting up a buddy service. This will involve 
a volunteer that has a DBS, contacting a client either by 
phone, text or social media. This is to check in how they 
are doing and if they need shopping or just a general chat.
If this service is required or any other please contact us on
junc7tion@gmail.com 
Jane 07851 723647      Simon 07783 539167

Greenfield Arts are 20 
this year and want to 
work together with the 
community to celebrate arts 
and creativity. We would 
like your help to make a 
new film that supports us to 
do this.
Katy Milne, Creative 
Director and Filmmaker 
Laura Degnan will be 
working (online) to bring 
together your contributions 
into a short film. The 
overall film is inspired by 
a piece of poetry by spoken 
word artist, Tony Gadd, 
who was commissioned 
by Greenfield Arts to 
capture the essence of 
the organisation, its work 
and its place within the 
community as part of its 
20th birthday plans.
Here is a short excerpt:
‘Out of little acorns grow 
mighty oaks;
Twenty years ago.  
Greenfield Arts was born;
Roots and branches 

extended, stretched out 
wide;
Providing a platform, a 
sense of place, and creative 
space;
Welcoming the community 
under its canopy.
… An artistic eco system, 
connecting communities;
Wild flowers open and show 
themselves;
In a caring, sharing hub or 
hive, theatre, studio or cree;
In a Lab ‘In the Cloud’ high 
above all those trees;
It creates a ‘Forest of 
Wisdom’.
Although Greenfield 
Arts Centre facility and 
community-based activity 
is on pause, Greenfield Arts 
are busy rethinking their 
programme and are still 
developing lots of exciting 
work, so there’s no reason 
not to get creative and get 
involved. We would love 
you to get immersed in our 
creative campaign, to be 
inspired by the words from 
the poem and by community 
spirit, in a time when it is so 
important to come together 
and celebrate who we are 
and be creative.
Katy said, “we will be 
releasing a series of creative 
prompts and invitations 
via our social media over 
the next few weeks, which 
invites you to respond 
with a doodle, a word or 
an image. You don’t have 
to be a confident artist or 
an acclaimed wordsmith, 
we want everyone to get 
involved. We look forward 
to gathering your responses 
to our prompts over the next 
few weeks and making a 
fabulous joint collaborative 
film to celebrate, not only 
Greenfield Arts 20th 
birthday, but the tremendous 
creativity, inspiration and 
inventiveness of the wider 
community”.
Our connecting with 
creativity campaign can 
be found on our social 
media sites (Facebook 
and Twitter) and more 
information coming soon 
on our website. You can also 
be part of the mailing list to 
receive information directly 
to your inbox. To join, or 
find out more about this 
project contact us at info@
greenfield-arts.co.uk

Greenfield Arts 
Creative Campaign

“I guess we won’t be socialising any time soon!”, by John Williamson.
Send your local photos to paul@newtonnews.co.uk

READERS’ PHOTOGRAPHS

Dear Sir,  
As the UK’s largest dog 
welfare charity, Dogs Trust 
is so lucky to have the 
support of all of our dog 
loving friends. We want to 
say how thankful we are to 
each and every supporter all 
year round, but especially 
with the recent events and 
the uncertain circumstances 
we all find ourselves in. 
Dogs Trust Darlington has 
been inundated with offers 
to foster our dogs, to drop 
off donations and even offers 
of cakes and chocolates for 
our hard-working staff who 
continue to show up for the 
dogs who need them in these 
difficult times. 
We appreciate these kind 
gestures and although for 
the moment we can’t accept 
them due to the need to limit 
social interactions, please be 
assured, your support is very 
much at the forefront of our 
minds.
The staff at the centre will 

continue to care for the 
dogs, give them all the love, 
attention and training they 
need, while also making 
sure they’re working at a 
safe distance from each 
other. It will certainly be 
quieter without visits from 
the dog loving public, but 
we promise we will open 
our doors again as soon as 
we can and are looking into 
ways we can do this as a 
matter of urgency. We are 
coping well at the moment, 
but know it is likely that 
there may be an increase in 
demand for our services in 
the coming weeks.
Although we are unsure how 
long our centre will be closed 
for, if anyone does want to 
support our work caring for 
dogs in the current crisis, 
please go to our website 
and help with a donation; it 
would make a big difference.
Sue Embleton
Rehoming Centre Manager 
at Dogs Trust Darlington

Dogs Trust Thanks 
Loyal Supporters

HC-One’s Defoe Court care 
home located on Defoe 
Crescent in Newton Aycliffe 
has been chosen by residents 
and their families as one of 
the Top 20 care homes in the 
North East.
There are 735 homes in the 
North East, with the top 20 
receiving an award from the 
UK’s leading reviews guide 
to care homes, carehome.
co.uk. The award is based 
on reviews of the care home 
written by their residents, 
as well as their friends and 
relatives.
Amanda Hopkins, reviews 
manager of carehome.
co.uk, said: “We now have 
over 150,000 reviews of 
care homes on carehome.
co.uk so we are able to give 
people a real insight in what 
a care home and its staff are 
like. Our reviews reveal the 
quality of their activities, 
nutrition and hydration as 
well as if the care home is 
value for money and the 
standard of their facilities.
“Choosing a care home 
can be time consuming and 
daunting so we hope our 
awards which are given to 
the highest rated homes will 
help make the search easier.
“Reviews of Defoe Court 
care home show they provide 
a high standard of care and 
we would like to congratulate 
them on being a Top 20 care 
home in the North East! It 
is such a big achievement 
to be named as a top rated 
care home by the residents 

receiving the care as well as 
their family and friends.”
Stephen Butterworth, 
Managing Director of HC-
One commented: “Well done 
to the team at Defoe Court! 
This fantastic achievement 
highlights the kind care and 

Residents Rate Defoe Court Care 
Home Top 20 in the North East

support residents receive 
at the home each and every 
day.”
Defoe Court offers long 
term care packages for older 
members of the community 
needing residential and 
residential dementia care.

Community Spirit Newton Aycliffe require 
volunteers to help out a various events.

If you would like to be considered for this role
email communityspiritaycliffe@gmail.com
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Programme Schedule
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NEWTON AYCLIFFE
TOWN CENTRE MANAGEMENT
“Aycliffe Town Centre . . . Shopping for You”

Every Night from 12 Midnight to 3am
cuddle up and listen to classic “Love Songs”

Some of our shows will be cancelled until
the Coronavirus situation is resolved

HOWEVER WE WILL CONTINUE BROADCASTING 24/7
SATURDAY
9-10am Eurovision Show Simon Harding
10-12am Moderation Jack & Garvey
12-2pm Kitchen Floorfi llers Cazbo Jangles
2-4pm Weekly Edition Paul Baker
4-6pm Northern & Classic Soul (R) Kevin Sowerby
“The Saturday Night Experience” Sponsored by
Bengal Lounge Indian Restaurant & Takeaway
6-8pm Evening Session JimJams
8-9pm Rock the House Carl Booth
9-10pm Retro Trance Mix OZ-DJ
10-12am Street ‘n’ Drum ‘n’ Bass MC Supa
SUNDAY
9-10am Church Service Xcel Centre
Yesterdays Music Today Sponsored by MV Mobility
10-11am Yesterdays Music Today Alan Brown
11-12pm Mystery Year Paul Baker
12-2pm Country & Americana Show David Ringer
Blues Show Sponsored by Whitehouse Funeral Service
2-4pm Bear Blues Show Colin & Monica
4-6pm Folk/Celtic/Rock Show Steve & Col
6-7.30pm Jazz Time Mike Dixon
8-10pm The Rock Show CAD
10-12am Paul’s Down Time Paul Kjenstad
MONDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-3pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
6-7pm 60s Show Karl Simons
7-8pm 70s Show Peter Rush
8-9pm 80s Show Gary Avery
9-10pm 90s Show Paul Baker
10-11pm 00s Show Producer Dan
11-12am Teens Show Andy Fittes
TUESDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-3pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
6-7pm All About the 60s Honest John
(sports talk cancelled until sports start up again)
7.30-9.30pm Northern & Classic Soul Kevin Sowerby
WEDNESDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-3pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
8-10pm Alternative Aycliffe Gaz n Alby
THURSDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-3pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
6-8pm The List Colin McNeillie
8-10pm BeatRoote Graeme Roote
FRIDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-3pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
6-8pm Techno Trance Mix PVR Studios
8-10pm Guest Presenter Session
• 10th April - Martin Norris - Movin’ Melodies
10-12am Alternative Aycliffe (R) Gaz n Alby

Check our website for full schedule
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk

Newton Broadcasting Limited (t/a Aycliffe Radio) is a Private Company Limited by 
Guarantee, registered on 19th February 2018 in England and Wales

Registration number 11211835. Registered offi ce: Aycliffe Radio, c/o Blue Bridge Centre,
St. Cuthbert’s Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 6DS.

Aycliffe Radio is CIC Registered (No. 11455404)
Scheduled shows can be changed/cancelled at any time.

LISTENING OPTIONS:
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk   -   Free App (all formats)
TuneIn   -   Radios Online   -   Internet Radio  -  Alexa

UK Online Radio   -   Radio Garden   -   Online Radio Box
Streema   -   StreamFinder   -   Deezer

Radio Shaker   -   www.radio.net

 

 

 

MASSIVE RANGE OF NEW & PART WORN TYRES IN STOCK 

 
 

See prices, order and book online at: www.aycliffetyres.co.uk 

ARE YOUR WHEELS LOOKING AGED OR  
SCUFFED? OR DO THEY LEAK AIR OVER  
TIME? OR FANCY A COLOUR CHANGE?  

A WHEEL REFURBISHMENT WILL MAKE  
THEM LIKE NEW AGAIN! HUGE CHOICE  

OF COLOURS & FINISHES AVAILABLE!  
 

 

 

 

      

Members of the public are 
being asked to share their 
views on whether controls 
to tackle dog fouling and 
irresponsible dog ownership 
in County Durham should 
be extended.
A new consultation has 
been launched, which asks 
members of the public if 
they support the extension 
of an existing public space 
protection order (PSPO) to 
prevent dog-related anti-
social behaviour.
In 2017, Durham County 
Council introduced a PSPO 
that made it an offence to 
allow a dog to foul without 
picking it up or to allow 
a dog to stray. The order, 
which applies to all public 
spaces and play areas across 
the county, also enables 
authorised staff to request 
that dogs are put on leads 
when necessary.
The existing order, which 
applies to all dogs except 
trained assistance dogs, is 
due to expire in June and 
the council is proposing to 
extend the controls for a 
further three years. 
Since the introduction of the 
order the council has seen:
• A 32 per cent reduction in 
stray dog reports 
• A 45 per cent reduction on 
dog fouling service requests
• An 18 per cent reduction 

in dog fouling warden 
investigations
Ian Hoult, the council’s 
Neighbourhood Protection 
Manager, said: “Despite 
the improvements we 
have made, we continue 
to receive service requests 
about dog fouling and 
members of the public tell 
us that dog-related anti-
social behaviour remains a 
key area of concern for our 
communities.
“Extending the current 
PSPO for a further three 
years would enable us 
to continue to make 
improvements, working 
in partnership with parish 
and town councils and 
communities across the 
county.”
Residents have until 10pm 
on Friday 24 April 2020 
to have their say, with the 
proposed changes due to 
come into effect from June.
Feedback on the proposed 
extension can be submitted 
online at www.durham.gov.
uk/consultation
Durham County Council 
was also asked by Seaham 
Town Council to consider 
introducing a seasonal ban 
for dogs on Seaham beaches. 
After careful consideration, 
the county council has 
chosen not to pursue this at 
the current time.

HAVE YOUR SAY ON 
PSPO CONSULTATION

Whilst working from home is 
common in many businesses, 
I think we can all agree 
that the current situation 
surrounding COVID-19 is a 
once in a lifetime experience. 
As measures from the 
government have quickly 
become more stringent, we’re 
seeing businesses leave their 
offices en-mass and set up a 
new way of working, with 
heavy reliance on the digital 
world to keep in touch with 
their staff and customers
However, the thought of at 
least three weeks in isolation 
can have a huge impact on 
staff morale and employee 
health and wellbeing. Mental 
health can be hugely affected, 
for some going to work is a 
chance for social interaction. 
You might have staff members 
who live alone, so being told 
to only leave their house for 
essential trips could mean they 
go days without interaction 
with another human being. 
Luckily, we’re reaching a 
stage where people are slowly 
becoming more open about 
their mental health. There’s 
still a long way to go until 
we really break the taboo, 
but we’re seeing positive 
movements in the right 
direction to creating an open 
and honest culture. There are 
so many ways that employers 
can support their staff with 
mental health, particularly at 
such a high stress time when 
we only seem to be hearing 
bad news. 
At Learning Curve Group 
we’ve really worked to 
support our staff with mental 
health and wellbeing. We have 
an open attitude to mental 
health - so that if people 
don’t feel okay, they know 
who they can speak to and 
how they could access help 
if they need it. There isn’t 
a more important time than 
now for us all to check in on 
our colleagues more regularly. 
Here’s a few things we’ve 
been doing at LCG to keep 
engagement with our staff 
high and ensure we are still 
supporting our employees as 
much as possible: 
Utilise Technology 
We’ve been using ‘Workplace 
by Facebook’ for around 
18 months now to share 

informally within the 
business, but we’re really 
seeing the benefits now all of 
our staff are working remotely. 
From staff sharing their new 
set-ups of their home offices, 
to company updates and 
motivational quotes - we’ve 
seen a huge increase of people 
using it so they feel less alone 
whilst working from home.
Secondly, and I’m sure the rest 
of the UK is already on this 
bandwagon too, but Microsoft 
Teams has been great for 
taking meetings online. 
Where we’d usually have face 
to face meetings with staff 
or clients, we’re sticking to 
our usual schedule but doing 
it digitally! It’s a great tool 
for group video calls, as well 
as communicating within 
teams and ensuring tasks are 
completed.
Encourage a Healthy 
Lifestyle 
We’ve always been big on 
encouraging our staff to lead 
healthy lifestyles. At our head 
office, we have a clean desk 
policy with lunch being eaten 
in our dedicated recreational 
area to encourage staff to 
socialise and take time away 
from their desks, bikes for 
staff to use to cycle to work 
and numerous other initiatives 
like free fruit and filtered 
water. We wanted to continue 
with this as much as possible 
whilst working remotely. Our 
Fitness Tutors have been doing 
live workouts on Facebook 
Workplace at lunchtime to 
encourage staff to get away 
from their desks and move 
a little whilst they’re stuck 
indoors. Exercise is great for 
mental health and it’s also 
a great way to engage staff, 
although they’re not working 
out in the same room, there 
is still a sense that they are 
working out together. 
Keep Staff Updated
Keep your staff updated 
regularly and in plain, simple 
English. It’s a time of high 
stress and worry for everyone, 
so keeping staff up to date 
with how the business is 
moving is vital. Obviously the 
situation is very fast moving, 
but brief updates will provide 
staff with reassurance. I chair 
quarterly KIT (keep in touch) 
meetings where a rep from 

each team attends and has the 
chance to ask any questions 
in an open forum. I didn’t 
want to cancel so I have taken 
it online, live through our 
Facebook Workplace tool to 
ensure that staff still get the 
opportunity to ask me any 
questions they need. We’ve 
sent communications to all of 
our staff regularly, so they feel 
involved and in the loop.
Encourage Talking 
We’re huge on ensuring that 
our staff are talking. We 
usually hold ‘time to talk’ 
sessions at our head office, 
and these will be now online 
sessions that all staff have the 
option to log on to. We’ve also 
invested in staff training, with 
Mental Health First Aiders 
that are trained in spotting the 
signs of poor mental health 
and know how to support 
people and where they can 
signpost them. This has been 
really useful as we understand 
that staff don’t always feel 
comfortable confiding in 
their line managers, and of 
course working remotely can 
be isolating and detrimental 
to mental health. By having 
staff across the business 
who are Mental Health First 
Aiders, employees have more 
choice if they would like to 
confide in, including someone 
without any bias. No business 
is perfect, but we’re making 
steps towards creating an 
environment that not only 
reduces stress, but where 
people feel safe to confide in 
others if they’re not feeling 
their best and the results 
we’ve seen so far have been 
really positive.
Sharing Our Knowledge
We’ve just launched a new 
qualification, NCFE Level 2 
Certificate in Understanding 
Mental Health First Aid and 
Mental Health Advocacy in the 
Workplace, which is available 
to businesses for training for 
their staff and individuals. As 
we have access to government 
funding, it’s also available at 
no cost which is brilliant as 
it opens the course up to so 
many more people. We’ve 
also opened online learning 
for this and all of our courses 
due to the current climate, so 
we’ll hopefully see people 
completing this course whilst 
they’re working from home 
or in isolation. Signing up is 
easy, just head to our website 
and click to enrol. I’m really 
looking forward to seeing 
people progress through 
these qualifications and I 
hope that we can really make 
a difference to the stigma 
around mental health. 
How have you found working 
from home throughout the 
COVID-19 crisis, so far? 
Have you had to make major 
business changes or have you 
had a smooth transition to 
home working? Would love 
to hear thoughts from other 
businesses.
Brenda Mcleish
Learning Curve, CEO

Supporting Your Employees’ 
Mental Health & Wellbeing

Newcastle-based commercial 
law firm, Mincoffs Solicitors, 
has achieved government 
certification to protect client 
data from misuse and cyber 
attacks, working alongside 
cyber security specialists, 
Lucid Technology Solutions.
The company now has the 
Cyber Essentials certificate 
which shows customers, 
potential customers and 
suppliers it has been through 
a rigorous testing and 
implementation process to 
ensure its cyber security is 
the best it can be.  In line with 
the certification, Mincoffs has 
invested in new CyberSmart 
software which constantly 
monitors the company’s 
IT systems, ensuring they 
never falls short of the Cyber 
Essentials standard. 
Helen Cunningham, Mincoffs 
IT manager, said that while 
the business already had 
robust systems in place, they 
felt it was important to have 
recognised, government 
backed certification that 
would offer added reassurance 
to current and future clients 
about Mincoffs’ commitment 
to cyber security. 
She said: “Due to the 
constantly evolving cyber 
security landscape, we 
wanted to ensure that as 
a business we had done 
absolutely everything 
possible to eliminate any 
potential cyber threat. Going 
through the Cyber Essentials 
certification process with 
Lucid has been incredibly 
helpful, offering assurances 
to our internal team as well as 
our clients and stakeholders.”
Mincoffs worked with 
North East based business 
IT solutions provider and 

cyber security specialist, 
Lucid Technology Solutions 
to gain the certification, 
having enlisted them as their 
IT support partner in 2008.  
Lucid has offices in Newton 
Aycliffe, Stockton and Team 
Valley.
Paul Alsop, technology 
director and cyber security 
expert at Lucid Technology 
commented: “We were 
pleased to be enlisted by 
Mincoffs to help them 
achieve Cyber Essentials 
certification.  We were able to 
audit their existing systems 
and implement changes 
which mean they now have 
added peace of mind that 
there are no vulnerabilities in 
their network. 
“In a climate where cyber 
crime is now outpacing offline 
crime, Cyber Essentials 
certification is becoming a 
must have for organisations 
who take their cyber security 
seriously, particularly as it is 
now a requirement of many 
government contracts.  It 
shows that a business takes 
cyber security seriously and 
are doing all they can to best 
protect clients’ valuable data.  
It also demonstrates they have 
data protection processes in 
place as required by GDPR.”
For further information 
about Cyber Essentials 
certification and details of the 
services provided by Lucid 
Technology Solutions contact 
Tel: 01642 792 567 (Stockton 
office), 0191 792 567 (Team 
Valley office) or 01325 792 
567, hi@lucidgrp.co.uk 
or visit the website www.
lucidgrp.co.uk
For further information about 
Mincoffs Solicitors visit 
www.mincoffs.co.uk

Lucid Helps Law Firm 
With Cyber Security
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A national trade body is 
calling for urgent action 
to ensure pest control 
management can continue 
to be administered in 
Newton during the Covid-19 
pandemic.
According to the British 
Pest Control Association 
(BPCA), the activity 
remains as essential as ever 
for protecting public health. 
But in the UK, pest 
management professionals 
are not explicitly listed as 
key workers, despite the fact 
they have been in the USA, 
France, Germany, Italy and 
other countries.
If the UK Government 

enacts further lockdown 
measures, pest professionals 
everywhere may have 
to stop protecting public 
health. 
Ian Andrew, chief executive 
of BPCA, said: “There are 
many ways pest control 
underpins safe communities 
and facilities, which are 
critical to the way we live. 
That does not stop due to the 
pandemic. 
“For example, from stopping 
pests destroying seeds, to 
protecting supermarkets 
from infestation, no part of 
the food supply chain goes 
untouched by professional 
pest management 
companies. Pests destroy 
and contaminate food and 
disrupt and close down food 
businesses. 
“It’s our job to keep our 
food safe and plentiful for 
British citizens. During this 
pandemic, it’s as important 
as ever that we help 
food manufacturers and 
distributors minimise waste. 
Our work also protects other 
essential workers.
“Hospitals, supermarkets, 
care homes and key public 
services need support, as 
well as local and national 
Government, transport, 
utilities, communication 
and financial services. 
Pest infestations put 
these organisations, their 
employees and users, at 
risk and have the potential 
to close the services 
completely and it is our job 
to stop them.
“Furthermore, with much 
of the nation in effective 
lockdown in their homes, 
the impact of a mouse, rat 
or insect infestation in their 
property would create a 
great deal of mental anguish. 

Pest Control Critical to Public 
Health During Covid-19 Crisis

Storage

“U” STORE Aycliffe Business 
Park. Domestic and Industrial 
storage. Open 6 days a week. 
Large and small containers 
from £12 per week. Tel 01325 
317716, 07850 646355

07701 359375
548094

• Boilers Installed, repaired & serviced
• Full heating systems
• Bathroom refurbs
• Wall and Floor Tiling
• Showers • Electrics

We now accept all major debit/credit cards
*GUARANTEED SAME DAY CALL OUT*

01325 492715
01325 247364

For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338
waterways@talktalk.net

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs    Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes    Power Flushing

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596

Mobile 07931 591381

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs
Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing
Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

Plumbing

NC PLUMBING Services
All plumbing requirements undertaken

From a drip to a full bathroom refit
Complete bathroom specialist

Full tiling and wall cladding service
Full power flush service - No job too small

Central heating problems repaired

Neil 07882 233219 or 01325 589224
out of hours call out available

01325 589224

W. HEATHCOTE
Plumbing, Heating & Gas

Servicing and Repairs

Time served tradesman
Over 40 years experience

CALL OUT SERVICE

Boilers installed, repaired 
and serviced

Central heating systems
Power fl ushing

Bathrooms refurbished
Got a problem?
Give me a call

01325 307 052
07595 051 717

www.wheathcote.com

 
 
 

Pest Control

PROTECH Direct Pest 
Control. Experts in industrial, 
commercial and domestic pest 
control. 18+ years experience, 
fully insured, free quotes. 
Tel 01325 310520 or 07896 
848856 (24 hours)

Stop Clicking Around
Visit Newton News
online for your local
DAILY news feed

www.newtonnews.co.uk

Foster Joinery Services
All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

From inside the home: Doors, Hardwood and Laminate 
Flooring, Skirting and Architrave, Staircases and 

revamping what you already have, Loft entrances and 
Loft Ladders.

To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.
Also Plastering Tiling and Bathroom fitting.
No job too small - Can supply all materials

Just ring 07748 967 374 for a FREE quote

C SMILLIE
• Joinery •
• Building •

• Decorating •
Established 1984

Apprenticeship Served

312024  after 6pm

Joinery

SHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Door
Repair

Specialist

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs
Mechanism Repair/Replacement
Door Adjustment - Door Furniture
Emergency Door Opening
90% OF PARTS IN STOCK

24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114
07748 044 808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Locksmiths

VALLEY
WROUGHT IRON

High Quality Gates, Wall
Railings & Garden Fences

Free Estimates and Advice
Experienced Tradesmen

Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Contact Stephen on
07976 554046 anytime

E: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www. valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Iron / Steel

Jeff Horsley
28 years experience

Full Build of Extensions
Porches, Garages,

Garden Walls, Patios,
Concreting and Re-Pointing

FREE ESTIMATES
Guaranteed Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01325 313939
or 07970 869967

Builders

Driving School

Jacks Driving School
Fully Qualified High Grade Instructors

 TRAILER/CARAVAN
 TRAINING ALSO
 AVAILABLE

Helping you to relax, enjoy and build confidence
Excellent first time pass rate - Block booking offers

Jack: 07949 195 184
Special offer: First 5 hours £90 - www.jacksdrivingschool.co.uk

Roofing

JK Roofing & Building
All Roofing and Building work undertaken

• Full Roofs  • Extensions  • Felt Roofs
• UPVC Fascias/Soffits  • Dry Verge/Ridge
Free estimates:

Tel: 07596 801534
or 07562 439455

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed
Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling

Felting & Pointing - Guttering
Fibre glass flat roofing

With 20 Years Guarantee
Free Estimates

Tel: 01388 605489
07986 217936

BREWARD
roofi ng contractors

Serving the region since 1945
• New Roofs • Flat Roofs •
• High Performance Felt •

Tiling, Slating, Fibreglass Roofs
• Stone Slating • Leadwork •

• Repairs • Chimneys •
•Dry Verge Systems •

uPVC Guttering, Soffi ts & Facias
• Storm Damage • Velux •
Insurance Work Welcome

All Work Guaranteed
Time Served - Free Estimates

Finance Available

01388 661308 or 07967 018998

Caravan and Motorhome 
Servicing & Repairs 

Insurance work undertaken

01325 582005
info@ratedservicingandrepairs.co.uk

Caravan

ELITE PLUMBING 
SERVICES

Dripping Taps - Problem Toilets
Replacement Taps

Radiators Repaired or Replaced

NO JOB TOO SMALL
NO CALL OUT CHARGE

Scott 07949 054947For all your print requirements
Newton Press 300212

Being trapped inside homes 
with an acute infestation is 
unacceptable.
“We need to be able to 
continue to protect people’s 
homes and families from 
pest infestations. BPCA 
members are highly trained, 
qualified and audited to 
the British and European 
standard in pest management 
(EN 16636), meaning they 
are best placed to control 
and manage public health 
pests during the Covid-19 
pandemic. 
BPCA is asking the Prime 
Minister and ministers 
to recognise the essential 
work pest professionals do 
to protect our nation during 
this crisis.
The Association has also 
written to Local Resilience 
Forums (LRFs) - multi-
agency partnerships made 
up of representatives from 
local public services, 
including the emergency 
services, local authorities, 
the NHS, the Environment 
Agency and others - to 
explain pest management 
is essential and offer our 
support in all pest-related 
matters. 
For more information or 
to find a professional pest 
management company visit 
www.bpca.org.uk

Aerial Installations

TV.  AERIAL  FITTERS
All aspects of aerial work undertaken

01325 307075

Quick service & fair prices 

Richard NaylorCall

CCTV

15% OFF
with this 

advert

Northern Powergrid sets out 
its approach to supporting 
customers during the 
(COVID-19) pandemic: 
Northern Powergrid, chains
As a provider of critical 
national infrastructure, 
Northern Powergrid is 
reassuring its customers that 
it will continue to be there 
for them throughout the 
coronavirus pandemic.
The company said that its 

first priority will always 
be response to power cuts 
and urgent safety issues. It 
confirmed that it will continue 
to respond as a priority to 
any unplanned power cuts 
or electrical emergency calls 
through its 24/7 operations 
whilst taking all the necessary 
safety precautions to ensure 
that its employees and 
customers are safe.
Work needed to maintain 
network resilience and 
respond to urgent customer 
requests will also continue 
wherever possible. However 
the company said that it will 
look to postpone work that 
requires a planned power cut 
if deferring the work doesn’t 

Northern Powergrid Supporting 
Customers During Pandemic

impact network resilience in 
the near term. It will also put 
back plans for any non-urgent 
projects where the process of 
carrying out the work itself 
steps up the risk to customer 
supplies whilst it is carried out.
Coronavirus pandemic is a 
rapidly developing situation, 
Northern Powergrid will 
continue to actively monitor 
and review its approach to 
new connections and planned 
work.  It is likely that the 
electricity network operator 
will need to adapt its approach 
over the coming week and 
months. This will include 
responding to any potential 
changes in access permissions 
or emergency powers 

implemented nationally.
Customers can continue to 
contact Northern Powergrid 
24/7 on social media 
(Facebook and Twitter @
NorthPowergrid) or by 
calling 105.  Its website - 
w w w.nor t he r npowerg r id .
com – offers online support to 
customers who need to report a 
power cut or get updates about 
what’s happening to restore 
their supplies. Customers who 
may need extra support in a 
power cut due to their medical 
or personal circumstances can 
join Northern Powergrid’s 
free Priority Services Register 
by visiting  https://www.
northernpowergrid.com/care 
or calling 0800 169 2996.
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HAVE YOU
GOT NEWS
FOR US?

We are always interested
in local news stories.

We like to feature good
news and interesting

items on achievements
& community service

Tel: Paul
01325 300212

or paul@newtonnews.co.uk

For all your print requirements
Newton Press 300212

Time Served Royal Horticultural Society Arborist
• Felling, Dismantling & Pruning • Hedge Cutting

• STUMP GRINDING AND REMOVAL
• Local Authority Approved Contractor

All Areas Covered - Free Quotations and Advice

Alexander Walker TechArborA., ND Arb., SOC Arb
Fully Insured - Professionally Trained - Aycliffe Based

07544 802052 or 01325 321113
www.awtreecare.co.uk

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES

• Carpet and 
upholstery cleaning
• Leather cleaning 

and repair
• Pressure washing

• Gutter clean & repair
• End of tenancy cleans

• Domestic and  
Commercial cleaning
• Janitorial supplies

• Fully insured

07895 697 115
01325 494294

Home Services

StainKleen
Professional Cleaning Services for Carpets, Upholstery, Rugs

and Leather Cleaning - Tiling and Grout Floor Cleaning
RAPID DRYING - FULLY INSURED

Tel Paul on 01325 493003
Mobile: 07817 573 604   -   Web: www.stainkleen.co.uk

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE REPAIRS

ALL MAKES OF WASHERS
TUMBLERS, MICROWAVES
DISHWASHERS
VACUUM CLEANERS
FRIDGE/FREEZERS
COOKERS
* Free Estimates
* No Call Out Charge
* Appliances Plumbed in

Telephone:  321756

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS, from Fencing 
& Decking Outside to Internal Refurbishments Inside. All Those 
Small Handyman Jobs Considered Too. Call: 01325 318269 or 
Visit: www.esproperty-estate.co.uk
CARPET FITTER and vinyl flooring specialist. Contact 
Richard  on  07946 435 177
GUTTER CLEANING SERVICE Gutters, fascia and soffits 
cleaned. Contact Paul 07399 628345
LAUNDRY LADIES Offering a wash, dry and ironing service 
(domestic or commercial). Free collection and drop off included. 
Tel 07928 768744 or laundryladies16@gmail.com
CLEANING ANGELS. For all your cleaning needs. Commercial 
cleaning available. Domestic, end of tenancy, holiday lets, builders 
cabins, oven cleans, office cleaning, window cleaning (up to 8ft), 
caravan cleaning, ironing service available. Competitive rates. 
Find us on Facebook. Contact Angela 07518 798 595
‘THE BRICKLAYING ANGELS’. Newly qualified bricklayer 
I am doing brick BBQs, brick walls, bird tables etc. Find us on 
Facebook or Contact Angela on 07928 768744

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutter and UPVC
Cleaning Service

No Ladders Required
Conservatory Cleaning
Also Gutters Renewed

and/or Repaired

07519 376870

G. CROSSEN
PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07340 606402
Time Served  -  C&G  -  Established 1998

Brushstrokes
Decorators

Free no obligation quotes and
advice from a time served

painter & decorator. 
Interior & exterior work, 

no job too small. 
End of tenancy clean up for 

landlord’s. Gutters and fascias 
cleaned from £60. 

Discounts for OAP & NHS staff
Tel: 01325 312953

Mobile: 07587 140912

Decorating

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator

Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate
01325 483 697

or 07745 037 754

Electrical

No Job Too Small
Installation Certificates

Fuse Board Upgrades
Rewires  |  Lighting

Extra Sockets
Fault Finding
Free Quotes

• EMERGENCY CALL OUTS •
Contact Dave on

Telephone:

01325 317535
07563 088 946

DJW
ELECTRICS

• Fuse Board Upgrades •
• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •

• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •
• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on 

01325 313282
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)

Check out our website for monthly
deals: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

MAN WITH VAN cheap 
removals also household 
furniture bought. Tel 07860 560 
295
ASK SERVICES Man + Van. 
Removal, delivery and lots 
more. Contact Paul 07399 
628345

Removals

Full House, Part Load
or Single Items.

Local and National
Storage Available.

01325 319842
07970 201841

or 07857 602267

Smiths
removals

Your Move
Local Family Run Business

Est. 2005 - Fully Insured
Single Items from £15
3 Bed House from £99

Call Jor for a free quote
Tel: 07535 362591

ACORN 
REMOVALS

SINCE 1992

LOCAL & NATIONWIDE 
Call Tony on

07779 89 00 06

C. A. PLASTERERS 
all plastering work, artex 
skimmed, small jobs, free 
estimates, 01388 721206
BOB HOWARD Painter and 
Decorator. Over 20 years of 
experience in all aspects of 
decorating. High standard 
of interior and exterior 
and wallpaper hanging. 
Competitive rates and free 
estimates. Tel 07966 529120 or 
07966 527833
DRAGON DECORATORS 
All aspects of interior & 
exterior decorating, including 
children’s artwork. Over 25 
years experience. Member 
of “Checked & Vetted”. No 
job too small, free estimates. 
During Coronavirus endemic 
I will be wearing full PPE 
clothing. Contact Colin on 
07952 364426

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work

Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking & 

Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432

Mobile: 07765 374 905

LANDSCAPE & BLOCKPAVING 
SPECIALISTS

GARY O’CONNOR
•  Driveways  •  Patios  •  Paving

•  Walling  •  Fencing  •  More
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE WITH VERY 

COMPETITIVE RATES CALL GARY ON

01325 320 267
07866 561 340

ALPINE LANDSCAPES.
Patios, Driveways, Fencing, 
Decking, Gravel, Turfing, 
Walls. All work guaranteed. 
25 years experience, est 15 
years, professional advice. 
www.alpinelandscapes.co.uk - 
contact Alan on 07974 710351
MARTIN SHIRES Garden 
Landscaping Services, Block 
Paving Specialists. Fencing, 
Decking, Patios, Walls, Turfing, 
Hedges. Quality guaranteed 
work. Tel 321891 or 07989 024 
501
ROSEWOOD Tree Work. 
Felled, Pruned, Hedges Cut, 
Fencing, Gravel. All aspects 
of groundwork considered. 
20% off for OAPs. Tel 01325 
318679 or 07740 999075

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm
Saturday: 8.30am - 12pm

01325 787 550   -   LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE

GARDEN 
SERVICES

Lawns Cut - Hedges Trimmed
Trees & Shrubs Pruned,
Cut Back or Removed

TEL 01325 318269
www.esproperty-estate.co.uk

Gardening

Fund to Support Regeneration 
of Vacant Buildings

A £300,000 funding pot is 
being made available to help 
bring empty buildings in 
Bishop Auckland back into 
use.
The Conservation Area 
Grant Scheme has been 
set up as part of the Bishop 
Auckland Heritage Action 
Zone to support the owners 
of historic properties in the 
town centre refurbish and 
redevelop them for business, 
residential or retail use.
Jointly funded by Durham 
County Council and Historic 
England, it aims to improve 
the appearance of the high 
street but also support new 
businesses and create and 
safeguard jobs.
Cllr Carl Marshall, Durham 
County Council’s Cabinet 
member for economic 
regeneration, said: “This 
really important funding 
will enable us to invest in the 
very heart of the town, an 
area which has been hit hard 
by changing shopping habits 
and the national decline of 
the high street.
“The town’s fortunes are 
already changing with 
recent developments set to 

significantly boost the visitor 
economy.
“This in turn will create 
significant opportunities 
for the development of 
new service, hospitality 
and leisure businesses 
which could operate from 
those buildings which are 
currently vacant.”
The launch of the fund by 
Bishop Auckland Heritage 
Action Zone (HAZ) follows 
an economic study, including 
condition surveys of several 
empty building, which 
identified three key areas for 
investment – Fore Bondgate; 
Market Place to the Newgate 
Centre; and the area around 
80 Newgate and the former 
Beales department store.
Money is available for 
internal and external 
refurbishment work, with 
grants provided for up to 70 
per cent of the cost of the 
scheme.
Maximum funding is 
dependent on the size of 
the project but could range 
between £20,000 and 
£30,000.
Jules Brown, historic places 
advisor for Historic England, 

said: “This fund will 
help breathe new life into 
Bishop Auckland’s historic 
town centre, by realising 
the potential of its vacant 
and underused historic 
buildings, making it a place 
that local people want to visit 
and where businesses have 
the opportunity to thrive.”
Architect Graeme Dodd 
has been appointed by the 
council to help with the 
delivery of the scheme, 
advising grant applicants, 
supporting the grant team 
and carrying out final 
inspection visits at grant 
aided properties.
Applicants are encouraged 
to provide opportunities 
for people to develop new 
or existing heritage skills 
within their proposed 
scheme and to consider how 
they can engage with the 
community, for example 
through site tours or displays 
providing information on the 
history and heritage of the 
building.
To apply for a share of the 
£300,000 funding, email 
b i s h o p a u c k l a n d h a z @
durham.gov.uk

Government steps in to 
provide stability and 
certainty on key services 
and to rail staff during 
Covid-19 outbreak
All train operators 
presented with 
opportunity to 
temporarily transition 
onto Emergency Measures 
Agreements, enabling 
greater flexibility and 
transferring revenue 

and cost risk to the 
government
Offer includes measures 
to provide fee-free refund 
of all Advance tickets 
as passengers follow 
Government advice and 
work from home
The Government is taking 
emergency measures 
to support and sustain 
necessary rail services as 
operators face significant 

GOVERNMENT ENSURES TICKET 
REFUNDS FOR RAIL PASSENGERS

drops in their income.
The Department 
for Transport will 
temporarily suspend 
normal franchise 
agreements and transfer 
all revenue and cost risk 
to the government for a 
limited period, initially 
six months. Operators 
will continue to run 
services day-to-day for 
a small predetermined 
management fee.
This will allow us to 
ensure that trains 
necessary for key workers 
and essential travel 
continue to operate. No 
other passengers should 
travel. As we have already 
announced, services will 
be reduced from today.
Anyone holding an 
Advance ticket will be 
able to refund it free 
of charge. All season 
ticket holders can claim 
a refund for time unused 
on their tickets free of 
administrative charges. 
Ticket holders should 
contact their operator for 
details.
The railways have already 
seen up to a 70% drop 
in passenger numbers. 
Rail fares revenue has 
also reduced as people 
increasingly work from 
home and adopt social 
distancing, with total 
ticket sales down by two-
thirds from the equivalent 
date in 2019.  
The Government has 

provided today’s offer 
to minimise disruption 
to the rail sector, vital to 
the wider UK economy, 
through these difficult 
times. Allowing operators 
to enter insolvency 
would cause significantly 
more disruption to 
passengers and higher 
costs to the taxpayer. 
The management fee will 
allow operators to act in 
the national interest in 
tackling Covid-19.
Fees will be set at a 
maximum of 2 per cent 
of the cost base of the 
franchise before the 
Covid-19 pandemic 
began, intended to 
incentivise operators 
to meet reliability, 
punctuality and other 
targets. The maximum 
fee attainable will be far 
less than recent profits 
earned by train operators. 
In the event that an 
operator does not wish 
to accept an Emergency 
Measures Agreement, the 
Government’s Operator 
of Last Resort stands 
ready to step in.
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CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

in the

Your Local Community Newspaper

SALES • WANTED • PUBLIC NOTICES • JOB VACANCIES
PERSONAL • JOBS WANTED • LOST & FOUND • AUTOS

THANK YOU • IN MEMORIAM • CONGRATULATIONS
BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE • OBITUARY • PETS

ACCOMMODATION • ACKNOWLEDGEMENT • BIRTHS
HOUSE EXCHANGE • GOOD LUCK • LOST & FOUND

Private Classified Advertisements 30p per word

(Please use BLOCK CAPITALS in space below)
DO NOT FORGET YOUR TELEPHONE NUMBER 

CLASSIFICATION

Please hand advertisement and payment to:
NEWTON PRESS

Blue Bridge Centre, St Cuthbert’s Way, Aycliffe Business Park

Sorry, but we CANNOT accept telephone orders for advertisements.
However the ads can be emailed to: paul@newtonnews.co.uk

and paid by credit card or pay online at www.newtonnewsads.co.uk

TOTAL  NO. OF WORDS:          x            30p

 TOTAL AMOUNT TO PAY     £                          p

Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Opticians Chiropody

CHIROPODY
Mr P. Oliver

BSc (Hons)  -  M.Ch.S
for a Home Visit call

01325 320126

Computers

Aycliffe 
COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification

PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades  -  Data Recovery
Windows 10 Installation

Broadband Installation
Networking  -  Anti Virus

Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

No Call Out Charge Within 
Newton News Circulation area

Contact Rob
01325 310737
07841 867170

aycliffecomputers@googlemail.com

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED 
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER 

BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

ENJOY LEARNING Guitar, 
Bass or Drums at home. 
Tel Roger 01325 321 444  - 
Friendly, Experienced, Local.

Tuition

BVA Foundation
FREE
Confidential
Post Abortion
Counselling 
available

Telephone:
01642 616077

SAMARITANS - 13 Woodland 
Road, Darlington. We are here 
for you 24 hours a day. Tel: 
Freephone 116123.

Personal

INASPIN ROADSHOW 
Discos for al l  occasions. 
Weddings, birthdays, etc. a 
speciality. State of the Art Light 
Show. Tel 01325 310646 or 
07952 244404
P R O F.  N I N C O M P O O P 
Children’s entertainer making 
bi r thday par t ies  specia l . 
Balloons, magic and tomfoolery, 
midweek discounts. Tel Gary 
on 310646 or 07952 244404. 
Websi te :  www.professor-
nincompoop.com - Facebook: 
Prof Nincompoop

Entertainment

For all your print 
requirements
300212

PALLETS FREE
Collect from 

NEWTON PRESS 
at the 

Blue Bridge Centre 
(goods inward)

please ring the bell

Free

RON ROSE ART CLUB 
Meet Friday afternoon 1-3pm 
at the RAFA Club, Barrington 
Road.

Public Notice Wanted

WANTED Mobility scooter and 
wheelchair, working or not. Tel 
07401 133459
HOUSEHOLD  fu rn i tu re 
bought. Tel. 07860 560295

Soduko (Easy, di�  culty rating 0.42)
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Providing Safe and
Loving Day Care for your Dog

K9 PURSUITS
Ltd.

Tel: 01325 301177           Email: k9pursuitsltd@hotmail.co.uk

New Dog/Puppy Training Course starting soon
Reward based Training with Qualified Instructors

WE ALSO OFFER
Doggy Day Care  -  Dog Walking  -  Home Boarding  -  Canine Workshops

Free Puppy Sessions  -  Kennel Club Training Scheme
Dog Grooming  -  1:1 Training Sessions

Why not call in to see us?   -   Check us out on Facebook

DOG WALKING (Dave 
Oliver) Daytime, half hour 
sessions £5.50 per dog. Police 
checked and fully insured. 
Years of experience in dog 
handling. Tel 07756 825637

Pets

Contact Katrina
at The Dog Bar

for all your grooming needs

07757 836 805

DOG 
GROOMING

Est. 2019

Accommodation

3 BEDROOM Property to rent 
with a garden. Newly decorated 
throughout. £475.00. Call us on 
01325 351212

HOUSE TO RENT 
Now available.

3 bedroom house in 
Guthrum Place, Newton 
Aycliffe.
Contact Langdale Estates 
on 01388 810500 for more 
information.

Sits Wanted

CLASS 1 European 
Tramper Driver seeks full 
time employment. Seven 
years experience, CPC 
Card, Digi Card, Krone 
Mega Trailers, Ferry 
Trailers, Fridge Trailers, 
LHD and RHD.
32 years of age, based in 
Newton Aycliffe.
Tel 07388 903252

HAIR DESIGN Experienced 
mobile hair dresser, 
competitive rates. Call Lynn 
on 07904 219997

Hairdressing

Gems Freelance
Hair Styling
(Formerly of Mosaics)

All services provided:
Cuts & Colours

Perms and Wedding
Gents and Kids

Call for prices

07746 131321

For Sale

“ALL SORTS” Charity Shop 
next to St. Clare’s Church Hall 
is open 10.00am to 1.00pm 
every Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday. Every penny made 
from my sales will continue 
to be donated to good causes. 
The shop is run and funded 
solely by Godfrey Bennett who 
would like to thank all his many 
supporters. Shop Closed Until 
Further Notice.
SET OF 4 woods “Vitalite” 
with bowls bag and measure. 
£50 ono. Tel 01325 321750
KNITTING machine, Toyota 
KS901 with lace carriage, £50 
ono. Tel 01325 321750
FRENCH NOVA trailer tent for 
sale. £500. Tel 07917 479070
NEW  double divan with 
Damask mattress, delivery 
arranged, £125. Tel 07789 
113343.
FREE well rotted manure. Tel 
01325 312116 or 07526 387783

CPI Newton Aycliffe has 
collaborated with Professor 
Kylie Vincent and Dr Holly 
Reeve at the University 
of Oxford to support the 
scale-up of a technology 
named HydRegen, a novel 
means of recycling NADH, 
a critical but very expensive 
component of many 
biocatalytic reactions. 
Biocatalysis provides 
safer and more sustainable 
chemical processing by 
using enzymes in place 
of metal-based catalysts 
(which are often toxic) 
and replacing flammable 
organic solvents with water. 
Scaling up production of 
HydRegen will allow the 
University of Oxford to 
evaluate the technology in 
an industrial setting.
Enzyme catalysts produce 
highly pure chemical 
products, thus minimising 
the need for expensive 
purification. They are 
therefore of particular 
interest in the production 

of pharmaceuticals, 
flavourings and fragrances. 
However, a constant feed 
of the expensive cofactor 
NADH is a requirement in 
many biocatalytic reactions 
and this has hindered 
industrial adoption of the 
technology. 
HydRegen overcomes this 
limitation and provides an 
inexpensive solution for 
large-scale biocatalytic 
reactions. The technology 
immobilises enzymes from 
the bacterium Cupriavidus 
necator onto carbon 
beads. In the presence 
of hydrogen gas these 
enzymes readily recycle 
the NADH consumed in the 
reaction, creating a much 
more efficient biocatalytic 
platform. The immobilised 
enzymes are easily 
recovered from the final 
product, ultimately leading 
to a more sustainable and 
cost-effective process. 
Initially, CPI has worked 
to adapt Oxford’s bacterial 
growth protocol in order 
to attain the biomass 
concentration needed for 
large-scale production 

CPI and the University 
of Oxford Partner

of the enzymes. CPI’s 
extensive experience in 
scaling up biotechnologies 
at the National Industrial 
Biotechnology Facility 
enabled them to successfully 
achieve a 10-fold higher 
biomass than previously 
reported. Further work 
aims to increase the yield 
of enzymes harnessed from 
these cultures. 
Kylie Vincent, Professor 
in Inorganic Chemistry 
at University of Oxford, 
said: “This collaboration 
is exciting because it 
will allow us to fully 
evaluate HydRegen in 
an industrially-relevant 
setting. If HydRegen 
outperforms traditional 
chemical synthesis as 
expected, then it will 
open the door to the use 
of enzymes across the 
chemical industry, which 
is a crucial step for a more 
sustainable future”.
BaiJia Tang, Project 
Manager at CPI, said: 
“Our team at the National 
Industrial Biotechnology 
Facility has extensive 
experience in the scale-
up of biomanufacturing 
processes, and we are 
delighted to be working 
alongside the Vincent 
Group to produce their 
HydRegen technology. We 
are very interested in the 
potential that HydRegen 
has for making biocatalysis 
more economically viable.”
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A quartet of new Azuma’s at Hitachi Factory, by John Williamson.
Send your photo to paul@newtonnews.co.uk

READERS’ PHOTOGRAPHS

Bonny and Clyde Cunningham

Golden Wedding AnniversaryCongratulations Mam and Dad on your Golden Wedding
Anniversary on 1st January 2011. With all our love forever,
Sons, Daughters, Grandchildren and Great Grandchildren

Alice Springs

Happy 21st Birthday
10-10-10

to our beautiful Daughter on 

your 21st birthday. Lots of 

love from Mam & Dad xxx

Let them know you are thinking about them
with a PhotoAd in the Newton News
Photoads and all other personal advertising can be placed at:
our office at: NEWTON PRESS
Blue Bridge Centre, Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6DS

Adverts can also be placed online at www.newtonnewsads.co.uk
or via email directly to paul@newtonnews.co.uk

SMALL PHOTOAD £25.00 (Photo and up to 20 words)

LARGE PHOTOAD £40.00 (Photo and up to 30 words)
Extras words are charged at 30p per word. Photographs can be collected from Newton Press offices
after publication and are held on file for six months. Please ensure all copy is written clearly.

Remember, we onlycharge 30p per word for Personal Lineage advertisements and 40p per 
word for Business Ads(boxes are extra)

PhotoAds are suitable for
any announcement and are

preserved forever on our website
www.newtonnews.co.uk

We are currently working on an
archive site which will bring you

ALL the past issues of the Newton
News as far back as 1948!

In Memoriam

Obituary
Sue Gourley
28th March 1981

We both said “I Do”.
Would have been 39 years 
celebrating our marriage 
this year.
RIP my darling,
“all my love”, Colin x

Billy Ward

John William, aged 70 
years, suddenly at home 
on 23rd March.
A dearly loved Brother, 
Brother-in-Law, Uncle, 
Great-Uncle and friend to 
many. 
Due to current 
circumstances a small 
gathering for a family 
funeral will take place.
An announcement will be 
made at a later date for a 
celebration of Billy’s life.

Ann McLuckie
10th April

Still loved,
Still missed,
Still very dear.
Hugs from Mam,
Tony and family.

Harry Bain
4th April 2019

A year on we think of you 
every day. You weren’t 
just a Father, you were my 
best friend.
Love and miss you always 
Dad. Love from David and 
Jane xxx

Council’s Disability Support 
Receives Government Status

Durham County Council 
has received government 
recognition for its 
inclusive approach in 
recruiting and retaining 
staff with a disability or 
health condition.
Awarded by the 
Department of Work 
and Pensions (DWP), 
the status of Level 3 
Disability Confident 
Leader acknowledges the 
council’s commitment 
towards disabled staff 
and forward-thinking 
attitudes. 
Following a voluntary 
application by the 
council, an assessment 
was conducted by the 
validating group, County 
Durham’s Disability 
Partnership. The 
evaluation highlighted 
valuable procedures put 
in place for employees and 
job applicants. 
These include a guaranteed 
interview scheme for all 
disabled applicants who 
meet the essential criteria, 
ensuring lead officers 
involved in recruitment 
undergo mandatory 
equality and diversity 
training, employee 
wellbeing programmes 
such as Better Health 
at Work Award and 
awareness campaigns on 
mental health and specific 
disabilities such as autism.
Initiatives, including 
the recent launch of the 
Reasonable Adjustment 
Passport, a live record of 
up to date and appropriate 

reasonable adjustments 
agreed between a 
manager and an employee, 
also contributed to the 
successful application.
The council was formally 
presented with a 
certificate and badge, with 
the newly acquired status 
valid for three years. The 
presentation was attended 
by senior managers of the 
DWP Helen Hopper and 
Sue Ellingsen, along with 
Disability Employment 
Advisor Keith Walton, 
members of the Disability 
Partnership which is 
facilitated by Durham 
County Council.
Cllr Surtees, Cabinet 
Member for Social 
Inclusion, said: “The 
recognition that we have 
stepped up to being a 
Disability Confident 
Leader shows staff, 
disabled people, our 
customers and the wider 
community that we have 
carried out a validated 
assessment of how 
Disability Confident we 
are and that we have a 
leadership action plan 
in place to advance our 
commitment towards 
disabled people.
“We will be a champion 
for Disability Confident 
within the local business 
community and we 
will be encouraging 
and supporting other 
businesses in our supply 
chains and networks 
to become Disability 
Confident.

Presentation with DWP, Disability Partnership members, 
Durham County Council equality and diversity team and 

Cllr Angela Surtees.

“The launch event marks 
the start of three years of 
work to focus on disability 
employment and reducing 
the disability employment 
gap.” 
Len Shield, Disability 
Partnership member, said: 
“As a representative of the 
Disability Partnership 
and Durham Access For 
All, may I congratulate the 
council and staff for their 
dedication in achieving 
level three to become 
a Disability Confident 
Leader. The process has 
not been easy, but they 
have risen to the challenge 
that has been put before 
them.”
Dr John Clarke, also a 
member of the Disability 
Partnership, said: “The 
achievement of the highest 
level of this award reflects 
my experience, in that 
Durham County Council’s 
equality and diversity 
team tries to improve 
access, and listen to the 
issues that the Durham 
City Access Group raise at 
the Disability Forum.” 

Thousands of households 
across County Durham are 
set to benefit from extra help 
in covering the cost of their 
council tax bills during the 
coronavirus pandemic.
Durham County Council 
already provides council tax 
discounts of up to 100 per 
cent to eligible households 
through its Council Tax 
Reduction Scheme (CTRS) 
and is one of only a small 
number of councils to 
provide this level of support.
Following the government’s 
announcement last week of 
an additional £500 million 
Hardship Fund to support 
people across the country 
struggling to pay their 
bills due to coronavirus, 
the council is now offering 
additional support.
Households who currently 
receive assistance through 
CTRS but still pay some 
money towards their 
council tax bills will receive 
a further reduction of up to 
£300.
This will mean an estimated 
1,600 extra households will 
now benefit from a 100 
per cent reduction on their 
council tax bills, while a 
further 5,700 or so families 

will see their bills reduced 
by an additional £300.
Cllr Alan Napier, Deputy 
Leader of Durham County 
Council and Cabinet 
member for resources, said: 
“We have one of the best 
schemes in the country 
for helping people with 
council tax support. Our 
staff have been working 
hard since the government’s 
announcement to ensure 
those eligible to receive 
additional help to pay their 
council tax bills are able 
to access this as soon as 
possible. We are already one 
of only a handful of councils 
across the country that do 
not cap the level of support 
available to residents, with 
almost 26,000 families 
receiving a 100 per cent 
discount on their bills – 
that’s 78 per cent of the 
total number of households 
signed up to the scheme.
“This additional funding 
from government means 
that an expected 7,300 more 
households will now see 
their bills reduced, with 
a significant number now 
having nothing to pay.
“This means we are 
providing double the support 

Over 7,000 Households Benefit 
From Council Tax Support Scheme

to people in receipt of CTRS 
than the Government is 
recommending. This is only 
possible because of the level 
of support already available 
through our existing 
scheme.”
The council has already 
postponed debt recovery for 
anyone falling into arrears 
with their council tax bills 
and is encouraging anyone 
with concerns about their 
payments to get in touch.
A range of options are 
available to support 
residents who need help, 
including spreading 
payments evenly over 
12 months or starting 
payments from June instead 
of April. Many residents 
have already taken up this 
offer.
The authority is also 
investing an additional 
£1m from the government 
Hardship Fund into its 
Welfare Assistance Scheme, 
which provides short-term 
cash awards to people 
in crisis situations. This 
includes those impacted 
by benefit sanctions, 
vulnerable people who need 
help to cover daily living 
expenses and residents 

unable to purchase essential 
furniture and appliances.
Cllr Angela Surtees, 
Cabinet member for social 
inclusion, said: “It’s always 
important that we provide 
help to those who most need 
it but particularly at times 
such as these. I’m pleased 
that we are able to use 
some of the money awarded 
through the government’s 
Hardship Fund to further 
support our Welfare 
Assistance Scheme.”
For more information, 
visit www.durham.gov.uk/
counciltaxreduction.
Meanwhile, the council has 
updated information on 
other service areas affected: 
• Pathways Day Centres 
at Stanley, Spennymoor, 
Peterlee and Newton 
Aycliffe are closed until 
further notice. Durham 
Pathways at Abbey Road, 
Pity Me, remains open but 
is providing a restricted 
service.
• Following reports 
of scams related to 
coronavirus, the council is 
advising people to report 
concerns to Action Fraud 
on 0300 123 2040. Advice 
is also available from the 
Citizens Advice Consumer 
Helpline on 0808 223 1133.

NEWTON NEWS is published and 
printed by Newton Press, which was first 
established in 1948 and incorporates “The 
Newtonian”. Visit the on-line version at 
www.newtonnews.co.uk
DISCLAIMER Newton News cannot be 
held responsible for advertisers offering 
goods or services. As a general rule we 
would advise anyone NOT to part with any 
money until the order has been completed 
to your full satisfaction. All information 
is correct, to the best of our knowledge, 
at the time of printing. Newton News 
accepts articles in good faith and takes no 
responsibility for errors and/or omissions.
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OFFICE
UNITS 
TO LET

* Subject to small business relief

Fully refurbished offi  ces now available to let in an eco-friendly 
building. Located at the entrance to Aycliff e Business Park on St. 
Cuthberts Way (old Newton Press building), easy access to A1M.

Offi  ce comes with:
 •  Secure Private Access •  Private Lockable Door
 •  24 Hour Access  •  Parking
 •  Mul� ple Electric Points •  LED Ligh� ng
 •  New Ceilings   •  Eco Friendly Hea� ng
 •  No Rates Chargeable* •  Fi� ed Carpets
 •  Internet and Telephone Ready
 •  Communal Kitchen and Toilet Facili� es
 •  24 Hour CCTV Security in Opera� on

From 42m2 (500� 2) to 89m2 (958� 2)
For more informa� on contact Stuart on 01325 300212

ONLY TWO 

UNITS LEFT

Free Delivery on Orders £10+
10% Off  Collections

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

TAKEAWAY
Monday to 
Wednesday

BANQUET SPECIAL

ONLY £9.95

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

Bengal..Lounge

OPEN
NEW YEARS EVE
FROM 4.30pm

BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £9.95

Available Thursday only
• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad
• Any Appetiser   • Any Main Course  • Any Rice or Nan

(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions applyTA
KE

 A
W

AY

THALI NIGHT
TUESDAY NIGHTS ONLY
ONLY £10.95

DINE IN

VALENTINES
BOOKINGS
Now Accepted

Mother’s Day Special
Sunday 22nd March
£11.95 - Book your table now

DINE INDINE IN

WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY
BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £10.95

Per Person

OPEN Christmas Day
Taking bookings now

Call us 01325 313326 to book your table
Deposit required when booking

BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £9.95

Available Thursday only
• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad

• Any Appetiser   • Any Main Course
• Any Rice or Nan

(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions applyTA
KE

 A
W

AY
Now taking bookings for

VALENTINE’S DAY
Valentines Special 
£28.95 per couple
Poppodoms & pickles - Any two 
starters - Any two main courses 

- Any rice and naan bread
Between two people - T&C apply

Dear Sir,
It was not my intention 
to offend responsible dog 
owners, I had spent hours 
clearing out behind my 
and my neighbours fence, 
picking up lots of litter 
including cans, paper and 
used black plastic dog bags 

which had just been flung 
in by irresponsible dog 
owners.
I returned later the same 
day to find someone had 
allowed their pet dog to do 
its business right where I 
had been going in and out of 
the trees. It must have been 

“No Dogs Foul Please”

Durham Wildlife Trust is 
launching a new initiative to 
help keep people entertained 
during the restrictions 
in place to cope with the 
coronavirus crisis.
Wild@Home has been 
designed to help everyone 
spot plants and creatures, in 
their own gardens, yards or 
nearby green spaces.
Free resources will be 
shared every Monday, from 
Monday March 30, on the 
Trust website, and topics 
will include everything 
from tips on how to identify 
plants and trees bursting 
into life and spotting garden 
birds, to when and where 
to watch for bats becoming 
more active after the long 
winter and how to survey 
the mini-beasts that are 
emerging.
Children - and adults - are 
being urged to share the 
information they gather by 
completing online surveys 
and on Durham Wildlife 
Trust’s social media 
sites using the hashtag 
#dwtwildathome
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
DurhamWildlifeTrust
w w w . t w i t t e r . c o m /
durhamwildlife
w w w. i n s t a g r a m . c o m /
durhamwildlife 
People taking part can 
find lots of information to 
assist with their wildlife 
identification at www.
durhamwt.com/wildathome 
and, if any help is needed 
with identification, the 
Trust’s staff are hand to help 
via social media and email 
(mail@durhamwt.co.uk).
Durham Wildlife Trust 
Director Jim Cokill said: 
“We know that this is an 
anxious time for many 
people and keeping the mind 
active will be vital in the 
weeks and months to come.
“Spring is a terrific time 
to spot animals and plants 
as the world comes back to 
life and sharing details of 
what we see is an excellent 
way of focusing the mind 
on something other than the 
virus. Of course, gardens 
are teeming with wildlife, 
but you can spot wildlife 
through your window or 
along any street if you 
take time to look and if the 
Durham Wildlife Trust team 
can assist with identification 
that will help to keep their 
skills sharp, too.
“Keep an eye out for house 
sparrows, blackbirds, the 
first swallows returning, 
red admiral and small 
tortoiseshell butterflies, or, 
during early evening, bats. 
“Alternatively, if getting 
outside is not possible, 
‘kittiwake cam’ is now 
online where you can view 
the most inland breeding 

colony of kittiwakes in the 
world. These fantastic birds 
spend Autumn and Winter 
out at sea and return to 
nest on building and bridge 
ledges along the Tyne in late 
February through to August. 
You can visit our website to 
view the camera live.”
Durham Wildlife Trust, 
which is active across 
County Durham, the City 
of Sunderland and the 
boroughs of Gateshead, 
South Tyneside and 
Darlington,  has 37 Nature 
Reserves and also supports 
management across a 
number of other sites.  The 
Trust is currently offering a 
pack of six wildlife activity 
booklets free with new 
membership; details can be 
found on the Trust website.
The Trust has urged 
people to follow the latest 
Government guidance on 
social distancing if they are 
visiting its sites and also 
that any visitors respect 
and protect the wildlife 
by adhering to the usual 
guidelines as marked on 
signs and taking any litter 
home.
The Trust’s two visitor 
centres, at Rainton 
Meadows near Houghton le 
Spring, and Low Barns near 
Witton le Wear, are closed.
Jim Cokill said: “At a time 
like this, many people are 
seeking to get out into the 
open air, which has always 
been good for wellbeing. 
However, people do need to 
be sensible in these testing 
times. The quicker we 
overcome coronavirus, the 
quicker we can all get back 
to enjoying our region’s 
wildlife.”

GO WILD AT HOME
a large dog as the mess was 
huge and disgusting. Worse 
still, the owner had not even 
attempted to pick it up.
I then posted a sign in the 
area asking dog owners to 
not leave their dog mess or 
allow dogs to foul on this 
piece of land.
After only a short while of 
the sign being up, another 
irresponsible dog owner had 
hung his dogs mess bag on it, 
showing their total disregard 
for the clean up efforts.
Please take your dog muck 
home or to a bin provided 
and dispose of it properly - 
remember this does cause 
disease and we have all had 
enough of that.
G. R. Robinson
Editor: County Council ask 
for dog owners to take the 
bags home with them as 
the dog waste bins are not 
currently not being emptied 
on a regular basis. Please 
act responsibly with your 
dog waste.

Aycliffe 
COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification

PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades  -  Data Recovery
Windows 10 Installation

Broadband Installation
Networking  -  Anti Virus

Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

No Call Out Charge Within 
Newton News Circulation area

Contact Rob
01325 310737
07841 867170

aycliffecomputers@googlemail.com

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED 
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER 

BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

• The house sparrow was 
top of the County Durham 
Big Garden Birdwatch 
rankings.
• Almost half a million 
people across the UK, 
including 3,671 in County 
Durham, spent an hour 
watching the birds that visit 
their garden or outdoor space 
as part of the RSPB’s Big 
Garden Birdwatch, counting 
nearly 8 million birds in 
total.
• For many people, garden 
birds remain an important 
link to nature and the RSPB 
will be helping people 
to share their wildlife 
encounters and provide ideas 
for things you can do for 
wildlife close to home.
The latest results from 
the RSPB’s Big Garden 
Birdwatch have revealed 
smaller birds such as long-
tailed tits, wrens and coal tits 
were seen in greater numbers 
than in 2019, thanks to the 
milder winter.
Now in its 41st year, the 
Big Garden Birdwatch is a 
chance for people of all ages 
to count the number of birds 
that visit their garden helping 
the RSPB build up a picture 
of how they are doing. This 
year, almost half a million 
people across the country, 
including 3,671 in County 

Durham, took part counting 
nearly 8 million birds.
The event held over the last 
weekend in January revealed 
the house sparrow was in the 
number one spot in County 
Durham, whilst there was an 
increase in garden sightings 
of long-tailed tits, wrens, 
and coal tits, three of the 
smallest species to visit our 
gardens. The milder weather 
we experienced at the start 
of the year appears to have 
helped populations of these 
species as small birds are 
more susceptible to spells of 
cold weather.
Throughout the first half of 
the spring term the nation’s 
school children took part 
in the RSPB’s Big Schools 
Birdwatch. The UK-wide 
survey of birds in school 
grounds saw close to 70,000 
school children and their 
teachers spend an hour in 
nature counting the birds. 
The Blackbird was the most 
numerous species seen in 
UK school grounds, with 
an average of 5 per school; 
and was seen in 85% of the 
schools that took part. 
For a full round-up of all the 
RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch 
results and to see which birds 
were visiting gardens where 
you live, visit www.rspb.org.
uk/birdwatch 

RSPB BIG GARDEN 
BIRDWATCH


