
LOW PRICES ON NEW
• Doors • Windows • Conservatories •
• Porches • Guttering • Facias •
• Soffits • Brickwork • Door Canopies •

We also complete all aspects of
repair work on:  • Misted Units •
• Broken Locks • Leaks •

For a sensible, no obligation quotation
07816 675935 anytime or 304286 after 6pm

THE WINDOW GUYTHE WINDOW GUY
DOOR
SALE

NOW ON

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

Bengal Lounge

THALI NIGHT
TUESDAY NIGHTS ONLY
ONLY £11.95

DINE IN

01325 465 647 
24 hours, day and night 

59A Bondgate / Darlington / DL3 7JR 

Scooters from £295

Adjustable Beds from £595

• Wheelchairs, Bath Lifts and Stair Lifts
• No Obligation, FREE Home Demonstration
• Servicing and Repairs (at your home)

Lift Recline Chairs from £495

M.V. MOBILITY
MOBILE SHOWROOM
Part exchange welcome, written details on request

Call Michael on 01325 931032
or 0191 484 6172
Established 2003

Bedroom
Image

Sliding Wardrobes
Manufactured in our Newton Aycliffe Factory

www.bedrooomimage.co.uk
Visit our new studio at:

24 Cockerton Green, Darlington DL3 9EU

Telephone (01325) 464100
or

Middlesbrough and Washington
Telephone 0191 417 9174

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

Fault Finding / Repairs Qualifi ed Electrician
Extra Lights and Sockets Reliable Service
New Fuse Boards / Alarms Tidy Work
Rewires   Free Quote
Landlord Inspections  Satisfaction Guaranteed

Electric Adjustable
Bed Ranges

Est.                                           1898

BIG SIZE MENSWEAR
2XL to 8XL

huge range of designs now in stock

FROM

£599

Free Delivery

FREE Measure and Fitting
“buy direct from the factory and save ££££s”

SPECIAL!!! Call before noon, Monday to 
Friday and ask about our same day appointments 

and next day fitting on vertical blinds.
Same Day Collection on Louvres only

Phone Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive,

Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AU
www.siestablinds.com  -  info@siestablinds.com

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Newton News, Blue Bridge Centre, St. Cuthberts Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co Durham DL5 6DS  -  Tel: 01325 300212
Editor: paul@newtonnews.co.uk  •  Advertising: paul@newtonnews.co.uk

Incorporating “The Newtonian” - Aycliffe’s Community Newspaper

www.newtonnews.co.uk - No. 1 website for local news

Aycliffe Radio working in partnership with Newton News
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk

First Published in 1948 and still FREEFriday 28th February 2020

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you through those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

Cobblers Hall Village Centre
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

Tel: (01325) 319519

elachi
indian restaurant

1 Upper Beveridge Walkway
Town Centre DL5 4EE
(next to StevenRussell)

Tel: 01325 316516
Monday Th ali Night
Dine in for £10.95
Sunday & Th ursday
Banquet Special £9.95

Delivery Available                                           www.elachirestaurant.co.uk
Free delivery in Aycliff e on orders over £10

Delivery outside Aycliff e small charge.
10% Discount available on collected orders
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Cockerton House, 11 West Auckland Road, Darlington DL3 9EJ 

John Whitehouse
Dip. F.D. L.M.B.I.F.D.

wh i tehouse
f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e

Whitehouse Funeral Service Ltd  Registration Number:  6984838 

Julie Whitehouse
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‘‘e truly independent family company caring for your needs’

T: 01325 318600  (24hr)

Private Chapels of Rest

Surtees House
Hilton Road
Newton Aycli� e DL5 6EN

� e truly independent family company caring for your needs

T: 01325 318600 (24 hour)

•  UPVC Windows and Doors  •
•  Conservatories  •

•  Composite Doors  •
•  Bi-Folding Doors  •

Telephone 01325 468222
Email: info@bespoke-windows.co.uk

SPECIAL OFFER:
Five Windows

+ One Door
£2880 inc. VAT

A final clearance sale of the 
stock from Honest John’s 
unit will take place on Friday 
6th, Saturday 7th and Sunday 
8th March between 12noon 
and 4.00pm.
John’s friends and volunteers 
have offered their time on 
the above days to man the 
shop and sell the remaining 
stock on behalf of John to 
help cover the final rent 
payment and to cover the 
commitments currently on 
the books.
The idea was mooted for 
another organisation to 
take over the running of 
the charity and maintain 
the name of Honest John 
as a legacy to the work 
John has achieved over the 
last 12 years. However, it 
was decided to have a final 
clearance sale and bring this 
fantastic fundraising era to 
an end.
All items will be marked 
as £1.00 each including 
tea sets, bric-a-brac, pots, 
pans, cutlery, collectables 
and table ware - there are 
thousands of items, come 
and grab a bargain or two.
Larger goods such as tables, 
display cabinets, antique and 
china cabinets, collapsible  
tables, shelving units, dining 
chairs and corner units will 
be priced from £5.00.
All cash raised over this 
weekend clearance sale will 
be donated to Honest John’s 
Community Kitty for final 
payment commitments next 
month.
John said “Over three 
afternoons in one weekend 
I promise how little you will 
have to spend. Idea for car 
booters, ebayers, collectors 
and more. Your eyes will be 
amazed as you walk through 
the door, I am not kidding”.
John told Newton News how 
overwhelmed and thankful 
he was with all the messages, 
cards and good wishes he has 
received.

Honest John Sale
“EVERYTHING MUST GO - HUGE CLEARANCE SALE
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THE TURBINIA
* Saturday Night Live *

The Very Best of Rock  -  NO Cover Charge (unless stated)

Saturday 29th February - “Four Letter Word”
Taking songs from a wide range of genres from 1970’s to current day . . . Rock, Punk, 
Indie, Ska, Britpop, even a bit of “cheese” along the way, when it fits.
Bands include,  Small Faces, Led Zeppelin, Sex Pistols, Oasis, Jam, Killers, 
Stereophonics, Kaiser Chiefs and much more.
Riffs Review:  “To sum up: A good band, bordering on exceptional”.

Saturday 7th March - “7 Sins”
Gig Pit Reviews: “First time for me to catch the 7 Sins at Murton’s Big Club, I really 
enjoyed the band, a great selection of rock covers from Tom Petty, Free, Kings of Leon, 
Def Leppard, Bad Company, Kaiser Chiefs, Simple Minds.
The standard of playing was excellent, Bill Brown on rhythm and lead vocals has a great 
tone to his voice and is a great front man who likes to get the audience involved with his 
jokes and banter. The other members play to a very high standard, lead guitar - bass 
- and a cracking drummer that captures the feel and sound of the drummers that had 
crafted the songs that they covered. All in all what a great night”.

Saturday 14th March - “The Whole Hog”
Saturday 21st March - “The Gatecrashers”

Every Friday is Open-Mic/Buskers featuring some great local talent, players welcome

For more information on bands go to

www.turbiniapub.co.uk or 313034
Free Function Room - Free Disco/Karaoke

RUFF ‘N’ TUMBLE
ADVENTURE WORLD

FUNDRAISER
IN AID OF AN ON

SITE DEFIBRILLATOR
SATURDAY, 4th APRIL, 2020

7.00pm til late
PLANET LEISURE 
Tickets £4.50 each

Available from Ru�  ‘n’ Tumble reception 
Contact tel 01325 313777

Ra�  e
(Tickets available from Ru�  n Tumble)

Silent Auction 
Live Entertainment & DJ

Friday 13th March
5.30pm to 7.30pm

Entertainment from Professor Nincompoop

Hot Dogs, Snacks and Sweets from the Tuck Shop
Free Glass of Fizz for all the ladies

Members of Woodham 
Village Community 
Centre’s Gymnastics Club 
were surprised  last Friday 
night as the club has been 
able to completely replace 
all its old equipment.
“The new high quality and 
very safe equipment will 
make a huge difference 
especially to children’s 
confidence” said Coaches 
Joy, Kevin and Vicky.
“In all our years we have 
never had a club where 
everything was new”.
The funding has been 
provided by a grant 
from Great Aycliffe and 
Middridge Area Action 
Partnership (GAMP).
The project named 

“Olympians Start 
Somewhere” is aimed, 
in this Olympic year, to 
encourage young people 
aged 4+ to participate in 
gymnastics.
It did not take long for 
the children to appreciate 
the new kit. Mia, aged 5, 
proudly told her mother 
Paula that the new floor 
mats were so big she could 
have done three cartwheels 

if she’d wanted to.
The mother of Erin Jennifer, 
said even though her 
daughter was older and a 
member of other big clubs 
she still liked coming as it 
was less daunting, especially 
for the younger ones.
The group is held at 
Woodham Village 
Community Centre every 
Friday night at 6.00pm.
Why not come and see us?

New Gymnastic Equipment 
Supplied by GAMP

The Red Stripe Band is 
coming back to Darlington 
by popular demand, so put on 
your dancing shoes because 
it’ll be a non-stop, jump 
jive rock and roll show, full 
of true foot tapping boogie 
woogie.
Red Stripe and his band will 
be the guests of Darlington 
New Orleans Jazz Club at its 
lunchtime gig on Saturday 
7 March, with Red Stripe 
himself performing on piano 
and vocals. The show is hot 
from London and is simply 
not to be missed.
And then for something 
completely different, at the 
end of March, and hot from 
Paris, comes French band 
Mama Shakers. It’s their 
first visit to the Club and 
their music is inspired by 
the American jug bands of 
the 1920s, hot swinging jazz, 
and old blues recordings. 
Wherever they play across 
Europe and the U.K, their 
audiences are always left 
wanting more.  
They’re at the Club’s 
lunchtime gig on Saturday 

DUST OFF THOSE 
DANCING SHOES

28 March, and then save 
the date – the following 
Saturday 4 April 2020 sees 
a welcome return visit from 
firm favourites Savannah 
Jazz Band. The promise 
of an afternoon of raw 
New Orleans jazz from 
such talented musicians is 
guaranteed to banish the 
winter blues and put a spring 
in the step of everyone in the 
audience. 
All Darlington New Orleans 
Jazz Club gigs start at 12.30 
sharp with doors open from 
12noon, and the venue 
is St Augustine’s Parish 
Centre, Larchfield Street, 
Darlington. It’s just £10 
entrance on the door; there’s 
no charge for young people 
15 and under; and there’s 
plenty of free onsite parking. 
If you don’t want to drive, the 
Parish Centre is just a short 
walk from the bus stops on 
Tubwell Row and Darlington 
railway station.  
For more information 
and the rest of the year’s 
exciting gig list go to www.
darlingtonjazz.co.uk

Local charity the Pioneering 
Care Partnership (PCP) is 
hosting a FREE Learning 
Roadshow on Thursday 5 
March 2020 from 10.00 am 
until 12.00 noon.  
Providers including Bishop 
Auckland College, DCC 
Adult Learning Skills 
Service, The Care Academy 
and The Learning Curve 
Group will be on hand to 
provide information about the 
huge range of opportunities 

available.  Whether you want 
to learn something for fun, 
start a new hobby or work 
towards a career change, 
friendly, knowledgeable staff 
will be able to help you find 
the perfect course. There’s no 
need to book, just pop in. 
If you are a learning provider 
and would like a table at the 
event please contact Ann 
Bennett on 01325 321234 
or email ann.bennett@pcp.
uk.net

Learning Roadshow 
Coming Soon! 

Terminal illness charity, 
Marie Curie, needs the help 
of volunteers in Cumbria to 
give two hours of their time 
to hand out the charity’s 
iconic daffodil pins, in 
return for donations.
The charity’s annual 
fundraiser, the Great 
Daffodil Appeal, takes 
place in March and Marie 
Curie are hoping to get more 
people than ever wearing the 
daffodil pin.
In the next 10 years, more 
than six million people will 
die in the UK and of this 
number 75% will need end 
of life care.  The money 
raised from the Great 
Daffodil Appeal will help 
Marie Curie provide much-
needed expert care to people 
with terminal illnesses, as 
well as support for their 
loved ones.
Marie Curie Community 
Fundraiser for Cumbria, 
Carly Searle said: 
“Whatever your story, 
donating and wearing a 
daffodil pin during March 
unites you with millions of 

‘Daffodil Volunteers’ 
Needed in Aycliffe

others to help make sure all 
dying people get the care 
and support they deserve.
“Volunteering just two hours 
of your time at a collection 
near you means that you are 
raising money to help make 
sure more dying people get 
the care and support they 
need at the end of their lives. 
What’s more, collecting 
is lots of fun, you can do 
it on your own or with 
friends, and Marie Curie 
will support you from the 
moment you sign up.”
To volunteer for Marie 
Curie’s Great Daffodil 
Appeal and give out the 
charity’s daffodils pins 
in return for donations 
visit mariecurie.org.uk/
collect or call Carly Searle, 
Community Fundraiser on 
07810 417863.



HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?
We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.

Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£49.00 inc VAT (per will) and Free Home Visit

During the day or evening
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE

PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

 Members of the Society of Will Writers
 F.Inst.PA (Qualifi ed Paralegal)

CHIROPODIST
& PODIATRIST

Lorraine Tostevin BSc (Hons), MChS

01325 529000 or 07585 935714
Peaseway Clinic, 2 Pease Way Newton Aycliff e

2 Pease Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co Durham  DL5 5NH

www.peaseway.com    Tel: 01325 320 216    Fax: 01325 304 396   

Limited spaces, please 
call 01325 320 216 
to book your place

Please use the entrance off Stephenson Way.

Come along, bring a friend and 
discover the SKIN, LASER and 

BEAUTY TREATMENTS on offer.

The live demonstrations will include our
NEW TATTOO REMOVAL LASER. 

Enjoy refreshments, enter our free prize
draw and don’t miss the special

discount available only on the night.

Visit www.peaseway.com for full details.

Open Evening
Tuesday 21st February
Doors open at 6.30pm

IT SUPPORT & 
NETWORK SECURITY

TELECOMS  |  SECURITY
DEVELOPMENT

lucidgrp.co.uk
01325 582121  hi@lucidgrp.co.uk
Blue Bridge Centre, Horndale Ave, Newton Aycliffe,DL5 7YR
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Funeralcare

Newton Aycliffe Funeralcare 
Oakcliffe Cottage, 
Macmillan Road, DL5 4LH

01325 300 510

Providing a caring personal service  

24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

www.coop.co.uk/funeralcare

FNC0317331392-2_Newton_Aycliffe_ad.indd   1 15/05/2017   15:33

9 Greenwell Road, DL5 4DH

Gift cards available for all occasions
We do hot towel wet shave

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK
Monday-Saturday 9am to 6pm

Sunday 10am to 4pm

A new company has started 
on the Aycliffe Business 
Park, one of only five in the 
United Kingdom.
Owner, Dave, has past 
experience working for 
Funeral Directors in 
Chester-le-Street and 
noticed a gap in the market 
for bespoke coffins made in 
the American Creole style.
These coffins are bespoke 
and can be made to any 
size with any design. The 
caskets can be made to suit 
the deceased’s life, hobbies, 
job, family image or even 
their favourite TV show - 
the choice is endless.
Dave is a master craftsman 
and finishes the caskets to a 
very high standard.
Coffin Fits are based on 
Woodham Road, Newton 
Aycliffe DL5 6HT and 
provide a comfortable 
meeting room, reception, 
office and two showrooms.
David is happy to sit and 
discuss your requirements 
and can also supply ash 
caskets, urns and keepsakes, 
which includes jewellery 
and thumbprint mementoes 
plus many more.
All the coffins are eco-
friendly and biodegradable 
and can be delivered to any 
funeral home or address in 
the country.
Payment plans are available 
and more details can 
be found on Coffin Fits 
Facebook page with a 
website currently in the 
process of being built.
For more details or to make 
an appointment you can 
contact Dave on 07889 
473799.

Unique Coffin Service 
Arrives in Newton Aycliffe

Dear Sir,
The Big Club gave us the 
use of their Concert Hall 
to provide somewhere for 
families to come over the half 
term holidays.
The families came for the 
full day, took part in a wide 
range of craft activities, such 
as plant pot decorating, and 
seed planting, they also made 
boats out of lolly sticks, which 
floated, made homemade play 
dough and much more.
The children and families 
were provided with lunch 
and everyone hugely enjoyed 
their day.
Groundwork North East 
managed to work with over 
50 families over the holidays 
and we are very thankful to 
The Big Club for allowing 

us to make these holiday 
activities possible.
Photo shows Lilly Pugh with 
her hand made plant pot.

BIG CLUB PROVIDES 
HOLIDAY VENUE

Supporting the 
Environment doesn’t have 
to be complicated and often 
making small changes 
to boost your energy 
efficiency can save money. 
Thursday 5th March 2020 
is World Energy Efficiency 
Day and the Pioneering 
Care Partnership (PCP) 
is encouraging everyone 
to consider how they use 
energy and what small 
changes they can make to 
support the environment 
and their wallets! 
10 years ago, the Pioneering 
Care Partnership (PCP) 
began monitoring our 
energy consumption as 
part of our commitment 
to become more 
environmentally friendly, 
reduce waste and manage 
our obligations. Over that 
period we have seen a 43% 
decrease in our electric 
consumption! What makes 
this drop more remarkable 
is during the same period 
PCP has seen an increase of 
46% in visitor numbers to 
the Centre. 
If you want to follow suit; 
making simple changes in 
your own home can make a 
significant difference:
• Monitor utility usage;
• Swapping to energy 
saving light bulbs;

• Where possible use 
natural light;
• Switch appliances and 
equipment off at the plug 
when not in use;
• When replacing 
equipment opt for more 
energy efficient models; 
• If, when our extension 
was built we installed 
renewable energy sources, 
which included solar 
panels.
Carol Gaskarth, PCP Chief 
Executive said: “We try to 
consider renewable energy 
sources when changing 
the fabric of the building 
including installing a 
ground source heat pump 

CAN YOU SUPPORT WORLD 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY DAY?

and solar panels but most 
of the things PCP have 
introduced were very 
straight-forward. Whether 
it is turning lights and 
sockets off when not in use, 
to having a greater focus on 
recycling and being more 
aware of what we print, we 
can all do our bit.  We want 
to be an environmentally 
conscious organisation, 
contributing towards a safe 
and healthy environment 
for staff, volunteers, clients 
and our community. World 
Energy Efficiency Day is 
a great opportunity for us 
to take stock and see what 
more we can do.”

New College Durham has 
welcomed the government’s 
new financial support 
package for podiatry 
students.
From September 2020, all 
new and continuing podiatry 
students on pre-registration 
courses at higher education 
centres in England will 
receive a maintenance grant 
of up to £8,000 each year 
to help with living costs. 
The grant, which does not 
need to be repaid, comes as 
part of the Government’s 
initiative to expand the NHS 
workforce.  Students will 
also be able to continue to 
access funding for tuition 
and maintenance loans from 
the Student Loan Company.
Barbara Chambers, 
Advanced Curriculum 
Manager for Podiatry, Social 
Work and Counselling 
at New College Durham, 
said: “This new financial 

£8k Government Grant 
for Podiatry Students

support package recognises 
the important work that 
Podiatrists undertake. The 
support is vital to help 
students through their 
studies and will make this 
incredible career accessible 
to a wider range of people. 
I am hoping that anyone 
interested in a career in 
podiatry will take advantage 
of this fantastic new support 
package.”
New College Durham offers 
a three year, full time BSc 
(Hons) Podiatry course 
accredited by Health and 
Care Professions Council 
and The College of Podiatry 
which is the only one of its 
kind in the north east. In 
2019, 98% of New College 
Durham podiatry students 
progressed to employment 
or further study. The 
course is still accepting 
applications for September 
2020.
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MEMORY GARDEN
Mondays and Wednesday 2-4pm

A relaxing, social 
group for those 
with memory 

problems and their 
carers.

Enjoy the 
benefits of 

being outdoors 
and meeting 
new people.

Please contact Alison Nicholson
for more details 07885 4639090
or email: a_nicholson@pcp.uk.net

*Mondays alternate between Memory Garden & Memory Cafe

* FIRST PRIZE £100 CASH *
Can you sing, play an instrument, dance
or have a talent you would like to share?

Under 16s competition will take place:
on Thursday 19th March, 6.30pm
at Greenfi eld College Main Hall

Limited tickets for non-competitors are available priced at £1.00 each
Available from Newton Press or via Greenfi eld College Reception

Winner will receive £100 cash and a spot on the 
Aycliffe Radio Music Festival in 2020

To book your place email:
talent@ayclifferadio.co.uk
We require your: name, address, contact number,

email address, age and
brief description of the act you will perform.

Closing date for entries is Friday 5th March 2020
Entrants must be 16 years of age or under.

Competition run by Aycliffe Radio and Newton News

2nd ROUND FOR UNDER 16s
APPEAL 

FOR RAFFLE 
PRIZES FOR 

FUNDRAISER
We are holding a Cake and 
Fizz Night at Whitehouse 
Funeral Service in Newton 
Aycliffe on Friday 27th 
March from 6pm-8pm.
All proceeds will go to 
The Great Aycliffe Cancer 
Support Group.
We are looking for 
donations from local 
businesses and the general 
public to go towards our 
raffle and tombola. If you 
have anything you would 
like to donate please call 
in to our Newton Aycliffe 
premises on Hilton Road 
or give us a call on 01325 
318600 and we can arrange 
to collect.
Any donations would be 
much appreciated, thank 
you.

• 62% of over 16s in 
England aware that the law 
is changing, January 2020 
survey shows
• 4 in 10 people across 
England have recorded their 
organ donation decision
• Currently, over 6,000 
people in the UK are on the 
transplant waiting list, while 
last year over 400 people 
died waiting
The Government has 
announced that, subject to 
parliamentary approval, 
Max and Keira’s Law – the 
Organ Donation (Deemed 
Consent) Act – will come 
into effect on the 20th May 
2020. 
From the time the law 
changes, all adults in 
England will be considered 
as having agreed to donate 
their own organs when 
they die unless they record 
a decision not to donate, 
what’s known as ‘opt out’, 
or are in one of the excluded 
groups. 
Those excluded will be 
people under 18, those who 
lack the mental capacity 
to understand the new 
arrangements and take 
the necessary action; and 
people who have lived in 
England for less than 12 
months or who are not living 
here voluntarily.
Even after the law changes, 
families will still be 
involved before any organ 
or tissue donation goes 
ahead and NHS Blood and 

Transplant Specialist Nurses 
will continue to speak with 
families about their loved 
one’s decision.
The latest NHS Blood 
and Transplant awareness 
survey, carried out in 
January 2020, showed that 
62% of the population aged 
16 years or over in England 
are aware that the law 
around organ donation will 
be changing. This has risen 
from the baseline of 46% 
recorded prior to the launch 
of the law change awareness 
campaign, ‘Pass it on’, 
which officially launched in 
April 2019.
It has also been stated that 
only organs and tissue used 
for routine transplants, will 
be included under the new 
system.
NHS Blood and Transplant’s 
awareness and education 
campaign, ‘Pass it on’ 
will continue to use PR, 
press, social media, radio, 
TV, outdoor and cinema 
advertising to help raise 
awareness of the law change.
Wales already has an opt 
out system, after changing 
their law in December 2015. 
Jersey introduced the opt 
out system in July 2019 
and Scotland will also be 
moving to an opt out system 
from Autumn 2020.
To find out more, or to 
register your decision to opt 
in or opt out, visit: www.
organdonation.nhs.uk or 
call 0300 303 2094.

Date Announced for 
Max and Keira’s Law 
to Come Into Effect The remains of a long-

lost medieval chapel, 
comparable to some of the 
greatest in Europe, have 
been uncovered at Auckland 
Castle in County Durham, 
North East England.
Historical documents 
show that a two-storey 
chapel, described as 
‘sumptuously constructed’ 
and ‘exceedingly good,’ was 
built at Auckland Castle, 
Bishop Auckland in the early 
1300s. It was created for 
Bishop Antony Bek, (Prince 
Bishop of Durham 1284-
1310), a great warrior and 
one of the most powerful and 
influential men in Europe at 
the time.
Despite it being larger 
than the king’s own chapel 
at Westminster, and with 
pieces of carved stone 
weighing the same as a small 
car, the exact location of the 
14th century chapel has 
remained a mystery since 
its destruction in the 1650s, 
following the English Civil 
War.
Now, following years of 
archaeological excavations, 
Bek’s Chapel has finally 
been discovered and the 
full extent of its spectacular 
scale will be revealed to the 
public in a special exhibition 
at Auckland Castle, from 
Monday, 4 March to Sunday, 
6 September.
A new reconstruction image 
of the medieval building 
will be on display in the 
exhibition, alongside finds 
uncovered by archaeologists 

from Durham University 
and The Auckland Project, 
the charity that owns and 
manages Auckland Castle.
The foundations of Bek’s 
Chapel were found during 
digs over a five-month 
period, which revealed that 
the walls of the medieval 
chapel were 1.5m thick, 
12m wide and 40m long 
internally.
Archaeologists also found 
huge bases for internal 
columns, the buttresses 
along the chapel’s sides 
and even part of the floor. 
And over 300 pieces of 
elaborately carved stone 
were excavated, from 
fragments the size of a fist 
up to those the weight of a 
small car.
The uncovered evidence 
suggests that the original 
chapel was a vast structure, 
reaching towards the size 
of continental chapels such 
as Sainte-Chapelle in Paris 
and featuring a timber 
ceiling and huge pillars with 
decorated stonework.
Archaeologists believe the 
chapel’s size, scale and 
decoration would have been 
a statement of the status of 
Bishop Bek, who as Prince 
Bishop of Durham held 
remarkable powers to mint 
coinage, raise armies and 
even rule on behalf of the 
king.
In the months following 
the discovery of the chapel, 
archaeologists from The 
Auckland Project and 
Durham University have 
been working with a panel 
of archaeological experts, 
including Architectural 
Historians Tim Tatton-
Brown, Tim Ayers and 
John Crook, to create a 
reconstruction of Bek’s 
Chapel, as it would have 
looked in the 14th century.
The team mapped details 
from elements of comparable 
buildings, including kings’ 
chapels, cathedrals and 
minsters, to suggest the 
kind of glasswork, carved 
stone and roof construction 
that would have featured 
in Bishop Bek’s original 
chapel.
Stuart Harrison, 
Archaeologist at York 
Minster, recorded the 
geometry of the discovered 
foundations and stonework 
to reconstruct the framework 
of the original building.
And illustrator, Andy 
Gammon combined the 
information with his own 
research to bring the Chapel 
to life through a coloured 
reconstruction, with a cut-
away opening up the chapel’s 
interior as well as an aerial 

view from the South West.
The team of archaeologists 
from The Auckland Project 
and Durham University will 
return to Auckland Castle 
this summer to continue 
their excavation of Bishop 
Bek’s Chapel where they 
are hoping to uncover more 
of the south side of the 
building.
And, some of the uncovered 
carved stonework will be 
on display for visitors to 
examine in an upcoming 
exhibition Inside Story: 
Conserving Auckland Castle 
at the Bishop Trevor Gallery 
at Auckland Castle. From 
Monday, 4 March to Sunday, 
6 September the exhibition 
will also reveal more 
about the processes and 
techniques used in the recent 
conservation of Auckland 
Castle.
Auckland Castle is open 
10am to 4pm, Wednesday to 
Sunday, admission is £10 for 
adults, £8 for concessions 
and £3 for under-16s, and 
includes entrance to the 
Bishop Trevor Gallery.
For more information on 
how to get involved in future 
archaeological excavations 
at The Auckland Project 
visit aucklandproject.org.
To stay up to date with 
The Auckland Project’s 
programme of events 
and exhibitions visit 
aucklandproject.org or 
follow The Auckland Project 
on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram.

Monumental Medieval Chapel 
Uncovered at Bishop Auckland

MICHAEL, 
YOU HAVE 
MY VOTE

Dear Sir,
I’m shocked at just how 
horrible the Labour Party 
has become in Newton 
Aycliffe. Even by their 
standards the lies that 
they are peddling over the 
Woodham by-election are 
a disgrace.
Labour Councillors seem 
to think they have a God-
given right to run Newton 
Aycliffe. I think they are 
in for a bit of a shock.
I’ve decided to support 
Michael Stead as have 
so many people I know. 
He seems to be working 
harder than all the other 
candidates. Michael is 
leading the campaign to 
find a way to sort out the 
unfair council tax we are 
paying.
He actually lives here in 
Woodham and has the 
best chance of beating 
Labour.
Michael, you have my 
vote.
Kind regards,
Gary Hudson.

CELEBRATE 
YOUR 

WARD!!
Dear Sir,
I was peeved by Michael 
Stead’s letter in the 
Newton News last week 
when he said that he had 
“had to report dozens” of 
problems in Woodham 
Ward, including “rotting 
flytipping, overflowing 
bins, footpaths breaking 
up, dumped fridges and 
freezers”.
This negative 
campaigning – TOTALLY 
INACCURATELY – 
impugns Woodham in 
the newspapers as an 
unpleasant, dirty place to 
live. In fact Woodham Ward 
consistently figures as one 
of the top-six safest and 
most crime-free wards in 
County Durham. It has the 
lowest anti-social behaviour 
in the town. It is smart, 
green, and the Town and 
County Councils look after 
it well. It is a lovely place to 
live.
I do a walkabout or a drive-
around every couple of 
weeks or so, to find and 
report any nuisances. I also 
have a network of residents 
across the ward who keep 
me informed of issues; Mr 
Stead is not just disparaging 
me, he is making them look 
careless and lazy.
So I hope that, if he is to get 
involved in local politics, 
Mr Stead will quickly learn 
that one of the roles of a 
Councillor is to celebrate 
and ‘sell’ their ward. I do 
hope he is not going to be 
one of those candidates 
who depict their ward as 
run-down and neglected, 
in order to pretend they are 
achieving something. 
John D Clare.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

Thank You 
Big Club

Team Warrior TKD held 
a Race Night on Saturday 
22nd February 2020 at 
Newton Aycliffe WMC to 
raise funds for their Fight 
Team.
The night was a great 
success and everyone from 
Team Warrior would like 
to thank Gary and all of 
the staff for their help on 
the evening, very much 
appreciated.

ENTRIES 

CLOSE ON 

TUESDAY 

10th 

MARCH
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Proceeds to Great Aycliffe Cancer Support Group

St. Clare’s Church
Saturday 28th March

10.00am till 2.00pm
Craft Stalls  -  Bake Sale  -  Tombola

Plus many more stalls
Children’s Easter Egg Competition

(£1.00 to enter)

St. Clare’s weekly Coffee Morning will also be run alongside our
Fundraising Event, so refreshments will be available

EVERYONE WELCOME

Presents an

easter 
fair

Thank You
Dear Sir,
On Monday, 20th January, a 
gentleman visited Bethany 
House, asked how many 
residents we have? He then 
returned with 31 Easter 
Chocolate Bunnies.
Staff asked for his name, 
to which he replied “Just A 
Well Wisher.”
Whoever you are, it was 
very kind and thoughtful, 
thank you so much, from all 
residents living at Bethany 
House.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

Lack of 
Residential 

Parking
Dear Sir,
I wish to complain about a 
letter that was printed last 
week ‘obstructing footpaths 
and bad parking’. On the 
surface, it did look as though 
someone had quite carelessly 
parked their vehicles there. 
However, this is not the full 
story and it is a shame it 
went to print like this. I do 
not own or drive any of the 
cars in the picture. However, 
I do live directly opposite, 
where those cars had been 
originally parked that 
morning.
The bungalows, as the 
claimant stated, are 
being demolished, and 
the construction crews 
were using one of the old 
driveways as a building site 
entrance. There was heavy 
plant machinery being 
driven in and out, with skip 
wagons constantly arriving 
to take skips away all day. 
The road in our street is 
narrow, and residents do 
struggle to park. However, 
that morning, the site traffic 
was struggling to reverse 
into, and out of, the afore-
mentioned site entrance. The 
foreman came across the road 
and asked if we would mind 
moving our cars to the far 
side because he was worried 
about them getting damaged 
by the lorries reversing in 
such a tight space. I did not 
need to move my car, but 
several other people did, and 
THAT was the moment the 
photos were taken. The cars 
were moved, temporarily, for 
site access. 
The fact that someone would 
attempt to use a wheelchair 
across such a busy site 
entrance beggars belief; 
especially considering the 
path on the other side of 
the road is completely clear 
and safe to use. It has an 
abundance of dropped kerbs. 
We all have to be tolerant 
during times of change. 
The site traffic has now 
moved on, to another part 
of Travellers Green, so it is 
very unlikely those cars will 
have to be moved across the 
road again. They were up on 
the kerb because the road is 
not wide enough for cars to 
be parked on both sides of 
it, and there was no-where 
else to park. There was a 
perfectly accessible footpath 
on the other side of the road.
The real issue here is the 
lack of parking in residential 
roads. It will continue to be 
a problem for a long time 
to come. But sensationalist 
letters like this do little to 
appease those of us who get 
caught in the crossfire for 
trying to co-operate with 
everyone.
Kind regards,
C. Rollo.

ILLEGAL 
PARKING
Dear Sir,
With regards to recent 
letters published in Newton 
News regarding the parking 
of vehicles at Simpasture 
and Travellers Green.
I have recently been 
observing this problem, 
and it is a problem all over 
Newton Aycliffe, which is 
getting worse and nobody 
in any capacity of authority 
appears to bother themselves 
to do anything about it.
Vehicles are illegally 
parked all over the town 
day and night, ie: causing 
unnecessary obstruction 
by day and contravening 
lighting regulations by 
night, not to mention 
causing damage to grass 
verges at the side of the road, 
as a vehicle owner has taken 
it upon himself to do on a 
regular basis on Stephenson 
Way, opposite St. Joseph’s 
School.
Surely some local authority 
workers must see this?
Why not report it to the 
appropriate department?
I have seen for myself 
vehicles parked in an 
obstructive manner and both 
Police Officers and PCSO’s 
just sail past with no attempt 
of doing anything about the 
situation.
Vehicles are parked on a 
regular basis in Hareson 
Road opposite each other 
leaving just enough room 
for a car to get through, 
what about emergency 
vehicles? No consideration 
is given with regards 
Ambulance or Fire Fighting 
vehicles, both of which 
are quite large vehicles, 
getting along the street in 
the event of an emergency, 
I find this irresponsible and 
inconsiderate and could 
cause danger to life.
I appreciate parking is very 
difficult if a person does not 
have a drive, but having said 
that, some people who have 
a drive still park on the road 
and/or path? It only takes a 
little bit of thought, and at 
the end of the day your car is 
your responsibility.
Name & address supplied

Dear Sir,
I was saddened to hear news 
of the retirement of Honest 
John due to ill health. I 
along with many others 
have admired his tireless 
work and commitment 
to the Newton Aycliffe 
community over the years. I 
have always enjoyed a visit 
to Honest John’s premises 
often buying things donated 
by others in the knowledge 
that they were helping good 
causes. John always made 
it clear that there was no 
purchase necessary, all were 
welcome to just pop in for a 
chat.
I have known of John for a 
good deal longer than from 
his days on the Town’s 
market. I think I recall 
his sales at the long gone 
Equestrian Centre Sunday 
morning car boot sale. Many 
years of commitment to the 
town.
I always found popping 
in very interesting, even a 
calming break in a busy day, 
chatting to John about the 
issues of the day, not always 
agreeing. He would laugh at 
my jokes, highly unusual, 
and tell me about his love 
for Tesco’s diabetic ice 
cream, the North Yorkshire 
coastline and of course The 
Beatles.
On one of my last visits I 
purchased one of a set of 
mugs that John had made 
with his familiar pipe 
holding bearded image on. It 
will always have a prominent 

place at my home.
I hope that as well as the 
over £200,000 raised over 
the years that Honest John’s 
work will inspire others to 
at least do a little for good 
causes themselves. I always 
believe that if everyone does 
a little, no one should have 
to do a lot. John did a lot.
If you are reading this John 
I would like to close with a 
thank you for the bits and 
bobs I have bought over the 
years, thank you for your 
work supporting the fabric 
of the Newton Aycliffe 
community and thank you 
for the friendship you gave 
to us all over the years.
I wish you well in your 
retirement.
Darren Clarke

Thank You Honest John
Dear Sir,
I would just like to say a 
huge thank you to all of the 
wonderful residents across 
Woodham and the wider 
area. 
Between us we have 
managed to report so many 
local issues in the last few 
weeks and also managed to 
solve many of them.
It’s quite remarkable just 
how much fake news certain 
members of the Labour 
party, including elected 
Councillors, have managed 
to throw out there online 
and in the Newton News.
I hope, if I’m elected on 5th 
March to the Town Council 
and perhaps in a few months 
time to the County Council, 
that these people will have 
a little bit more respect, 
not just for me, but for the 

BLATANT ATTEMPT 
TO WIN VOTES

residents of Woodham, 
Middridge and the whole of 
Newton Aycliffe.
My campaign really has been 
a BLATANT ATTEMPT to 
get people to vote for me. 
And to do this I’ve had a 
special weapon; this special 
secret is: actually listening 
to residents, reporting their 
problems and getting them 
fixed.
If I am elected that is exactly 
what I shall carry on doing; 
listening to people, going 
round the area and finding 
issues and fixing them. Isn’t 
that what a Councillor is 
supposed to do?
I enclosed a couple of before 
and after photos of one of 
the problems I’ve sorted this 
week. 
Kind regards,
Michael Stead

THANK YOU 
WOODHAM

Dear Sir,
Along with others I have 
been campaigning on 
behalf of Brandon Fleet, the 
Labour Party candidate for 
the Town Council Woodham 
Ward by-election, due to 
take place on Thursday 5th 
March. Firstly I would like 
to express my thanks to 
the many people who have 
opened the door and taken 
the time to talk with our 
team. You have engaged our 
campaigners, you’ve trusted 
us with honest opinions and 
you have given us insight 
into what more needs to be 
done.
While travelling around the 
ward it’s clear to see why 
people are so proud of the 
ward and why the problems 
we have seen and been made 
aware of are so important 
to people. Brandon’s 
priority is to continue these 
types of conversations in 
future, so a community 
in partnership with their 
elected representative can 
tackle such issues quickly.
My own compulsion to litter 
pick was in effect as we 
trudged in the rain, spotting 
the areas that need attention 
is all part of the type of 
campaigning we do. Litter 
picking as we go.
Brandon, like myself, cares 
for the environment but 
importantly we’re tackling 
this in a practical way. We 
are not above the small stuff 
and we never will be.
I’m pleased so many people 
have taken time to talk with 
us. Our eyes and ears are 
open and we hope that come 
5th March, Woodham is 
open to Brandon continuing 
this kind of community 
engagement and action but 
in the meantime, thank you 
for the welcome you have 
given us.
Stuart Sutherland

Dear Sir,
Everyone at Horndale 
Community Association are 
saddened to hear of John’s 
recent illness and hope his 
health improves soon.
We would like to thank 
John and Val for the 
support they have given to 
our group since we started 
in 2012, the funding we 

Dog Fouling 
at Rope 

Moor Estate
Dear Sir,
Over the last month or so, 
there appears to be more 
and more dog mess on our 
streets.
Of particular relevance to 
us, is on Rope Moor Way 
(which is on our dog walking 
‘route’). A particularly large 
dog (or dogs) is leaving mess 
all along Rope Moor Way 
and its owner really needs to 
be more responsible.
This person needs to 
be caught in the act and 
‘shopped’ to the Local 
Authority.
To add to the problem the 
‘dog mess bin’, which is 
situated half way around 
Rope Moor Way, hasn’t 
been emptied for a while 
and is overflowing, with dog 
owners now leaving bags at 
the foot of the bin which is 
disgusting.
I’m not sure who is 
responsible for this, does it  
lie with the Town Council or 
the County Council?
David Knight

Thanks Honest John
received over the years has 
brought a lot of happiness 
and joy to many people. 
They supported us on our 
first project to build a Multi 
Use Games Area, trips and 
Community Fun Day, all 
of which were important 
community events.
We wish John and Val 
a restful and peaceful 
retirement.
Our next meeting is 
this Wednesday, 4th 
March, starting at 6pm 
with refreshments at 
5.45 at Greenfield Arts 
Centre.  Our meetings are 
friendly, relaxed and open 
to everyone. Your local 
Councillors will be in 
attendance where you can 
discuss or report any issues 
you may have.
Philip Clark
horndalestrongertogether@
outlook.com
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£60.00 per bag
(large dumpy bag  -  Free delivery, 15 mile Darlington)

Mix of Assorted Hardwoods

Contact Wes 07970 186738

Seasoned
Hardwood
Logs For Sale

WALKERS
BUTCHERS and BAKERS
Simpasturegate • Newton Aycliffe • 312022

Aycliffe’s Longest Established Butcher & Baker

Your Local Family 
Butcher and Baker

FOR ALL YOUR MEAT REQUIREMENTS.
FULLY OPERATIONAL ON-SITE BAKERY.

Catering for Weddings, Funerals, Christenings, 
Private and Public Functions

(including Pie and Peas suppers)
Supplying restaurants, snack and sandwich bars.

Call for more details and quotes
www.walkersbutchers.co.uk

A North East council is 
using rubber waste from 
worn tyres to create more 
durable and environmentally 
friendly road surfaces.
Durham County Council 
is working with its road 
surfacing contractor, 
Rainton Construction, to 
create what it believes are 
the first roads in the country 
to be resurfaced with more 
than one recyclable material.
Over the last year, the council 
introduced recycled plastic 
waste into all its highway 
resurfacing projects. It 
laid approximately 21 km 
carriageway countywide, 
using more than 50,000 
tonnes of material, including 
the equivalent of 50 million 
plastic carrier bags.
Now the authority is 
introducing rubber crumb 
into the asphalt mix too, 
making use of a previously 
un-recyclable material.
The rubber tyre crumb in 
the surfacing mixture is a 
waste biproduct of the tyre 
recycling process and is 
sourced locally using tyres 
which have been collected 
from across County 
Durham.
As well as having a positive 
environmental impact, 
diverting end of life 
materials from incineration, 
the combined properties 
from the rubber and 
plastics also enhance the 
performance of the road.
The materials provide 
a more water-resistant 

surface, which reduces 
the risks from the freeze-
thaw actions which cause 
potholes. It is also less likely 
to crack, is more resistant 
to wear and tear, and is 
less likely to distort in hot 
weather. 
The new road surface is 
expected to last longer than 
traditional materials and 
when the road surface needs 
replacing, the materials can 
be reprocessed and used 
again.
Mark Readman, the 
council’s highway services 
manager, said: “The use of 
recycled tyre crumb is not a 
new innovation but mixing 
recycled plastics and the 
waste tyre crumb is, and 
we believe these are the 
first trials in the UK to use 
both waste plastic and waste 
rubber.
“From now on, a typical 
single truck load of 
surfacing material will 
include the equivalent of 
approximately 1,064 plastic 
bags and 51 car tyres.
“Over the coming months 
we will continue to work 
closely with Rainton 
Construction to develop 
new initiatives and look 
to find different ways to 
incorporate waste products 
to improve the surfacing 
mix.”
Further information about 
the initiative, including 
a video of the process, is 
available at www.durham.
gov.uk/Roadmaintenance

Council Leads Drive 
for Greener Highways

PENSION 
REVIEW

When people come to us 
to review their pension 
planning one of the things we 
always ask is ‘if something 
happens to you what would 
you want to happen to your 
pensions?’
A common belief here is 
that they would be passed on 
in line with your will – but 
this is not the case. Pensions 
sit outside of your estate 
and therefore fall outside 
of the instructions in your 
will. This is good news for 
Inheritance Tax planning, 
but not so good news if it’s 
not clear where your pension 
benefits should go. 
Thankfully there’s a handy 
form known as an “expression 
of wish” which enables you 
to nominate one or more 
people to benefit from your 
pension plans should you die 
before retirement. This gives 
the pension trustees clear 
guidance as to your wishes 
should the worst happen. 
This question is nearly 
always asked when you first 
join a scheme or take out a 
personal pension plan, but 
after that it’s up to you to 
ensure that it remains up to 
date. 
Given the fact that life sneaks 
up on us and changes happen 
so quickly it’s not surprising 
that we often come across 
plans with nominations that 
are no longer appropriate for 
members. 
Pension trustees and Scheme 
Administrators do rely on 
these to ensure that benefits 
are paid quickly, and to the 
right people so it’s really 
important to ensure they’re 
updated. 
We’re always happy to have 
a chat to people to ensure 
that your pensions are right 
for you, and that they would 
go to the right people should 
the worst happen so if you’re 
at all concerned about your 
pensions then please do get 
in touch and we’ll do our best 
to help. 
Jon Bean
Chartered Financial Planner
Carter Thompson Wealth 
Management 

Organisers of a popular 
charity night have 
celebrated its 15th year by 
donating over £2,000 to a 
local hospice.
The annual Darlington 
and Simpson Rolling Mills 
Social Club charity night 
is held in aid of St Teresa’s 
Hospice, Darlington, 
and reached the 15 year 
milestone in November 
2019.
Hospice volunteer and event 
organiser Nancy Spencer 
recently presented a cheque 
for £2,120.15 to St Teresa’s, 
which provides care and 
support to those living with 
life-limiting illnesses in 
Darlington, South Durham 
and North Yorkshire.
Nancy, who has volunteered 
for the hospice for over 20 
years, said: “It’s fantastic 
that this has been going for 
15 years now. I’ve done this 
every year, only missing 
one when my husband Brian 
died.”
The charity night began 
when Nancy decided to raise 
awareness of cancer when a 
couple of her friends passed 
away from the disease.  
Nancy added: “The first 
charity night was such a 
success that it gave me the 
incentive to do even more 
to help local causes and the 
St Teresa’s Hospice charity 

night became an annual 
event.”
The fundraising evening 
features live entertainment, 
fundraising games and a star 
prize raffle.
Janet Humble, from 
Darlington and Simpson 
Rolling Mills Club, helps 
Nancy to organise the event 
and said: “This is brilliant 
for the club. Everyone loves 
it and the entertainment is 
fantastic. We’re all looking 
forward to the next one in 
November.”
To date the events have 
raised almost £30,000, 
which has been used to help 
fund the day to day running 
costs of the hospice. 
Nancy shows no sign of 
slowing down, saying: 
“I want to get to the 20th 
fundraising night before 
I stop. It will be my 80th 
birthday in a couple of years 
and I really want to do a 
sponsored freefall for the 
hospice.”
St Teresa’s Hospice chief 
executive Jane Bradshaw, 
added: “Nancy is a wonderful 
hospice supporter and an 
honorary life member, in 
recognition of all her hard 
work in volunteering and 
fundraising. I always enjoy 
her charity nights and I am 
delighted that it continues to 
grow after 15 years.”

Charity Night 
Reaches 15th Year

Students at Greenfield 
Community College have 
been working independently 
to learn more about French 
culture, in particular 
exploring the celebration of 
La Chandeleur which has 
taken place this month. 
The studies have helped 
them find out more about 
French culture, improved 
their language skills and why 
the French celebrate their 
very own pancake day!
“What a fantastic few weeks 
7W have had in French, they 
have used the skills they 
have  been learning over the 
past few months and put all 
their research together into 
a presentation which they 

shared with the whole class.  
The presentations were of 
a very high standard, well 
done to all involved” said 
Modern Foreign Language 
subject leader Mrs Welsh.
The students were able 
to learn new skills, gain 
confidence and progress 
their ability to be self-led 
learners, all attributes that 
support their overall learning 
experience at Greenfield.
Greenfield Community 
College offer a broad and 
balanced curriculum.  
Modern Foreign Languages 
play an important role in 
learning and supporting 
students to develop their 
literacy skills.

Greenfield Students 
Excel at Cultural 

Presentation

Sara Iancu sent the above photo to Newton News of the 
view from her front door down Stephenson Way on Monday 
morning 24th February.
Send your photos to paul@newtonnews.co.uk

READERS’ PHOTOGRAPHS
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Programme Schedule
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NEWTON AYCLIFFE
TOWN CENTRE MANAGEMENT
“Aycliffe Town Centre . . . Shopping for You”

Every Night from 12 Midnight to 3am
cuddle up and listen to classic “Love Songs”

SATURDAY
9-10am Eurovision Show Simon Harding
10-12am Moderation Jack & Garvey
12-2pm Kitchen Floorfi llers Cazbo Jangles
2-4pm Weekly Edition Paul Baker
4-6pm Northern & Classic Soul (R) Kevin Sowerby
“The Saturday Night Experience” Sponsored by
Bengal Lounge Indian Restaurant & Takeaway
6-8pm Evening Session JimJams
8-9pm Rock the House Carl Booth
9-10pm Retro Trance Mix OZ-DJ
10-12am Street ‘n’ Drum ‘n’ Bass MC Supa
SUNDAY
9-10am Church Service Xcel Centre
Yesterdays Music Today Sponsored by MV Mobility
10-11am Yesterdays Music Today Alan Brown
11-12pm Mystery Year Paul Baker
12-2pm Country / Americana David Ringer
 (Starting Sunday 8th March)
Blues Show Sponsored by Whitehouse Funeral Service
2-4pm Bear Blues Show Colin & Monica
4-6pm Folk/Celtic/Rock Show Steve & Col
6-7.30pm Jazz Time Mike Dixon
8-10pm The Rock Show CAD
10-12am Paul’s Down Time Paul Kjenstad
MONDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-3pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
5-6pm Teenage Tunes Ellarae Bower
6-7pm 60s Show Karl Simons
7-8pm 70s Show Peter Rush
8-9pm 80s Show Gary Avery
9-10pm 90s Show Paul Baker
10-11pm 00s Show Producer Dan
11-12am Teens Show Andy Fittes
TUESDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-3pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
6-7pm Sports Talk Sean Lawless
7.30-9.30pm Northern & Classic Soul Kevin Sowerby
WEDNESDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-3pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
Community Connect Sponsored by ROF59
5-6.30pm Community Connect Amy & Carrie
6.30-8pm Independent Music Show Joey Collins
8-10pm Alternative Aycliffe Gaz n Alby
THURSDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-3pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
6-8pm The List Colin McNeillie
8-10pm BeatRoote Graeme Roote
FRIDAY
10-12am Golden Years Paul Baker
12-1pm A to Z of Pop Richard Smith
1-3pm Afternoon Aycliffe Paul Baker
6-8pm Techno Trance Mix PVR Studios
8-10pm Guest Presenter Session
• 6th Mar - Nathan Abbott - 90s Classix
10-12am Alternative Aycliffe (R) Gaz n Alby

Check our website for full schedule
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk

Newton Broadcasting Limited (t/a Aycliffe Radio) is a Private Company Limited by 
Guarantee, registered on 19th February 2018 in England and Wales

Registration number 11211835. Registered offi ce: Aycliffe Radio, c/o Blue Bridge Centre,
St. Cuthbert’s Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 6DS.

Aycliffe Radio is CIC Registered (No. 11455404)
Scheduled shows can be changed/cancelled at any time.

LISTENING OPTIONS:
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk   -   Free App (all formats)
TuneIn   -   Radios Online   -   Internet Radio  -  Alexa

UK Online Radio   -   Radio Garden   -   Online Radio Box
Streema   -   StreamFinder   -   Deezer

Radio Shaker   -   www.radio.net

E V E R Y  F I L M
E V E R Y  D A Y

V U E  D A R L I N G T O N
*Exclusions apply. Additional 5p booking fee applies per ticket purchased  
  online or via our call centre. See myvue.com/legal for full terms.

NOW SHOWING:
Sonic The Hedgehog

My Hero Academia: Heroes Rising
Dolittle - Parasite - 1917

The Call of the Wild
Emma - Harley Quinn

Bad Boys for Life
Like a Boss - Greed

The Boy 2 - Waiting for Anya
Personal History of David Copperfi eld

E V E R Y  F I L M
E V E R Y  D A Y

V U E  D A R L I N G T O N
*Exclusions apply. Additional 5p booking fee applies per ticket purchased  
  online or via our call centre. See myvue.com/legal for full terms.

WIN A FAMILY TICKET TO VUE
Vue have teamed up with Newton News to 
offer a lucky family, tickets to a showing of their 
choice. To be in with a chance to win simply 
email your name, address and telephone 
number to paul@newtonnews.co.uk

Closing date Sunday 12th January 2020

Community Calendar
A new service for the organisers of events throughout 
Newton Aycliffe. Publicise your event with activity, 
date, venue and price. Send your information to paul@
newtonnews.co.uk

Back to the Eighties
Saturday 29th February at The Big Club
Tickets £4 from the Club or Newton Press
St Patrick’s Night Special
Saturday 14th March at The Big Club
Tickets £7 from the Club or Newton Press
St Patrick’s Party Night
Thursday 19th March at The Phoenix Club
£3cc inc. free raffle ticket
Under 16s Talent Competition
Thursday 19th March at Greenfield College 
Tickets £1 from College or Newton Press
Model Railway Exhibition
Saturday 21st March at thr Youth Centre, Burn Lane
Adults £5, Children 50p
Great Aycliffe Cancer Support Group Easter Fair
Saturday 28th March at St. Clare’s Church (10am)
90s Classix v 00s Clubland
Saturday 4th April at The Big Club
Tickets £6 from the Club or Newton Press
St George’s Day Party Night
Thursday 23rd April at The Phoenix Club
£3cc inc. free raffle ticket
VE Day Celebrations
Friday 8th May at Aycliffe Town Centre
Free Event
Punk All Dayer 2 
Friday 8th May at The Turbinia
Tickets £10 from Gaz Avery or The Turbinia
The Forge Festival
8-10th May at Hammers & Pincers
Tickets £7 day or £15 for weekend
SK8 Event
Saturday 23rd May in Town Park, Burn Lane
Free event run by Great Aycliffe Town Council
Our People Are Crazy Party Night
Thursday 11th June at The Phoenix Club
£3cc inc. free raffle ticket
Aycliffe Radio Music Festival
Saturday 13th & Sunday 14th June at Aycliffe Town Centre
Free Event
5k/10k Fun Run
Sunday 21st June at West Park
Contact Aycliffe Running Club for details
Phoenix Motor Cycle Club Bike Rally
Sunday 4th July at Town Centre
Times to be confirmed
Emergency Services Day
Wednesday 12th August at Aycliffe Town Centre
Free event
Christmas Celebrations 2020
Saturday 28th November at Aycliffe Town Centre
Free event
Aycliffe Radio Xmas Live 2020
Saturday 5th December - TBC

Children from schools 
across Darlington have been 
showcased on a national 
scale thanks to local fitness 
guru, Ste Gordon of TU 
NOVA Kettlebell Club.
Students from Polam Hall 
School, Carmel College, 
Longfield Academy and 
Hurworth School took part 
in the Northern England 
Qualifying event, hosted by 
a gym in Harrogate, which 
was set up in a similar style to 
international competitions. 
The athletes had to lift two 
kettlebells above their head 
continuously for 10 minutes, 
with every rep counted by a 
judge following set criteria, 
for example, the kettlebell 
must come to a complete 
stop overhead and must be 
one continuous movement. 
The junior athletes were 
lifting either two 16kg 
kettlebells or two 24kg 
kettlebells, with the amateur 
adult athletes lifting the 
same, and the professional 
lifting two 32kg kettlebells. 
Of the 10 athletes lifting, 
each one earned a place on 
the England team with high 
praise from fellow athletes 
and judges at the event. 
In addition, the teenage 
athletes were performing to 
a standard that is normally 
set by adults.
Steven Gordon, owner of 
TU NOVA Kettlebell Club, 
said: “Now that the team 
have qualified, they will 
be getting back in the gym 
and building up to some 
of the big competitions in 
2020. Some of the team will 
be competing at the Youth 
Championships on June 
25th in Denmark, others are 
aiming to set a high standard 
at our home competition 
in July, the North East 
Open. This will be held in 
Darlington and will build 
on the success of previous 
years’ competitions. 
“After the summer, the full 
team will be ‘all systems go’ 
for the World Championships 
which takes place in 
Hungary in November; some 
athletes are competing for 
the first time while others are 
looking to add to their medal 
tallies from recent years.”
TU NOVA Kettlebell Club 
began in 2013, when Steven 
fell in love with the sport 
and wanted to share this 
great training with others. 
The junior club was a ‘happy 
accident’, borne from one 
club regular having no 
childcare and bringing her 
son along to her class, which 
he enjoyed so much he 
wanted to have a go himself.
This led to Steven guiding 
him through training 
and helping him build 
his confidence, which 
snowballed, resulting in 
him setting numerous 
records along the way. This 
success story demonstrated 
the massive potential in 
letting child and parent 
train together, from getting 
fitter to building strong 
relationships. Thus, the 
Kettlebell Kids programme 
was born. 
The children that come 
through the programme 
are now in a position to 
take the next step onto the 

international stage, with 
four of them qualifying for 
the England team this year. 
The younger members are 
looking up to these teenagers 
and are wanting to progress 
to the same level. 
Steven continues: “It is just 
brilliant to see as they have 
good role models in the gym 
and the teenagers understand 
this, which helps them 
develop leadership skills and 
set a good example.
“With technology being 
such a huge part of people’s 
lives now, it is important 
that we don’t lose sight 
on just how fundamental 
exercise is to our health and 
wellbeing, both physically 
and mentally. This project is 
all about giving children and 
adults opportunities through 
kettlebell lifting, whether 
this is simply staying active 
or travelling the world, 
experiencing new cultures 
whilst competing. 
“Whatever their goals, we 
are confident our kettlebell 
sport programme can 
fulfil them. It is incredibly 
powerful to see parent and 
child bond over a common 
interest of kettlebells. We 
have seen children transition 
from being anxious to 
being full of confidence and 
have parents who would 
never have dreamed about 
exercising to competing 
alongside their child. 
Although it is rewarding 
when one of our athletes hits 
a PB or wins a medal, it is 
the experiences, growth and 
relationships that are truly 
fulfilling to the coaches at 
TU NOVA Kettlebell Club.”
All of the coaches at TU 
NOVA Kettlebell Club are 
international athletes and 
are qualified to the highest 
level. This ensures that 
every child is getting the 
best coaching possible, so 
whether they want to go all 
in with their training or they 
simply want to get started, 

DARLINGTON YOUNGSTERS 
‘LIFTED’ TO NEW HEIGHTS

the company has everything 
in place to help them on their 
journey to a fitter, stronger 
and healthier life. For more 
information visit website: 
tu-nova.com
Top: Coach Simon Trenholm, 
Jack Sharp – 13, Polam 
Hall,  Daniel Edwards – 13, 
Longfield School, Benedict 
Davies – 14, Carmel, Adam 
Tonkin – 15, Hurworth, 
Head Coach and Owner of 
TU NOVA Kettlebell Club 
Steven Gordon
Middle: Children during the 
competition
Bottom: Steven Gordon, 
owner of TU NOVA 
Kettlebell Club

NEWTON NEWS
NEWTON NEWS is published and 
printed by Newton Press, which was first 
established in 1948 and incorporates “The 
Newtonian”. Visit the on-line version at 
www.newtonnews.co.uk
DISCLAIMER Newton News cannot be 
held responsible for advertisers offering 
goods or services. As a general rule we would 
advise anyone NOT to part with any money 
until the order has been completed to your 
full satisfaction. All information is correct, 
to the best of our knowledge, at the time of 
printing. Newton News accepts articles in 
good faith and takes no responsibility for 
errors and/or omissions.
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OFFICE
UNITS 
TO LET

* Subject to small business relief

Fully refurbished offi  ces now available to let in an eco-friendly 
building. Located at the entrance to Aycliff e Business Park on St. 
Cuthberts Way (old Newton Press building), easy access to A1M.

Offi  ce comes with:
 •  Secure Private Access •  Private Lockable Door
 •  24 Hour Access  •  Parking
 •  Mul� ple Electric Points •  LED Ligh� ng
 •  New Ceilings   •  Eco Friendly Hea� ng
 •  No Rates Chargeable* •  Fi� ed Carpets
 •  Internet and Telephone Ready
 •  Communal Kitchen and Toilet Facili� es
 •  24 Hour CCTV Security in Opera� on

From 42m2 (500� 2) to 89m2 (958� 2)
For more informa� on contact Stuart on 01325 300212

ONLY TWO 

UNITS LEFT

I was so sad to hear that 
Honest John has retired due 
to his health, I gave him a 
call and he was his usual 
stoic self, chin up John 
you should be really proud 
of your contribution to the 
town over the last 12 years 
or so, you are an inspiration. 
Last week Parliament was 
in recess which gave me the 
opportunity for a few days 
away but I arrived back just 
in time to join Darlington 
Borough Council in their 
approval of their Local Plan, 
this is a very important step 
in allowing the Council 
control, particularly over the 
actions of some speculative 
developers. 
Friday saw me visiting a 
number of constituents in 
Aycliffe and Hurworth to 
discuss their concerns and 
for some initiatives they 
want to pursue, before then 
having a personal Police 
briefing, they are concerned 
about some of the keyboard 
warriors that are pestering 
me, and then later a 
meeting with the Leader 
of Darlington Borough 
Council. 
Sunday saw me joining ‘In 
This Together’ for a walk 
and a talk, this was a pleasant 
walk along Woodham 
Burn and the area around 
for about an hour and is to 
encourage people to come 
and meet others. Whilst it 
is an opportunity for those 
who may be struggling with 
their problems to get out and 
talk to others, it was a very 
relaxing hour for everyone, 
so a big shout out to the 
organisers and it is being 
repeated on 8th March, 
check out their Facebook 
page. 
Monday saw a fruitless 
trip to County Hall for the 
Aycliffe members meeting 
as, due to the heavy snow, 
only Scott Durham, Jim 

Atkinson and I made it 
through, so although for 
the first time Conservatives 
outnumbered Labour we 
were not quorate and the 
meeting was cancelled. Due 
to the snow I did have to 
cancel a proposed surgery 
in Trimdon, as not only 
could we not get there but 
it wouldn’t have been safe 
to ask people to try and 
get to us. We managed to 
rearrange it for Wednesday 
and although I will not get 
there as I will be in full 
Council at Durham, my 
staff will represent me. I 
then was able to fit in a visit 
to the GAMP team at the 
PCP before going for a chat 
at the Cricket Club in Moore 
Lane where they are doing 
some fabulous work but are 
needing to develop their 
facilities and I was shown 
their plans, good luck guys. 
I have the opportunity this 
week for some more time 
locally so I went to Ferryhill 
Station to see the work the 
Community Action Team 
(CAT) are planning and also 
will get to the Full Council 
meeting at Durham on 
Wednesday, this is written 
late Tuesday so I will say 
more on this next week.
The Police Grant was 
debated in Parliament on 
Monday, this will result in 
an increase in funding to 
the police of £1.1 Billion 
and starts the recruitment of 
20,000 new Police officers, 
it’s good to see us being 
able to talk and deliver 
on something other than 
Brexit.
I have an invitation to meet 
the new Chancellor of the 
Exchequer next Monday and 
will take the opportunity to 
shout up for Sedgefield.
Enjoy your week.
Paul Howell
Member of Parliament
for Sedgefield.

PARLIAMENT TALK

Paul Howell, Member of Parliament for Sedgefield

K9 Pursuits held a Pancake Race with a difference on 
Pancake Day, Tuesday 25th February.
The handler had to negotiate the dog over an obstacle 
course whilst also tossing the pancake, each dog went home 
with a certificate and a pancake.
The overall winner was ‘Jet’ the Labrador, owned by Nicola 
Watson from Darlington, he went home with a trophy and 
a certificate.

Pancake Day Race 
with a Difference

“Hello from OZ”. Hi to everyone at St. Elizabeth’s Knit & 
Natter Group, we are still ‘knitting’ and ‘nattering’ Down 
Under! See you soon.
Milly and Valerie.

READERS’ PHOTOGRAPHS

Changes to customer 
services that will see 
savings of hundreds of 
thousands of pounds have 
been recognised by a 
special award.
The digital projects team 
at Durham County Council 
has successfully led the 
way in transforming the 
way in which customer 
interact with the authority, 
generating savings in 
excess of £700,000.
And this has been applauded 
by the team winning the 
Modern Service Delivery 
Award from Granicus, an 
international company 
focused on helping 
government organisations 
build better customer 
experiences
As part of the 
transformation, services 
were reviewed and 
remodelled following 
extensive work with 
customers and stakeholders. 

A digital first approach was 
adopted and significant 
improvements made to the 
council’s website and online 
services. Over 137,000 
customers now choose to 
transact with the council 
online through the easy to 
use ‘do it online’ service 
making it the preferred 
method for contacting the 
council. Over the last year, 
more than 170,000 service 
requests were made through 
the ‘do it online’ service. 
Cllr Andrea Patterson, 
Cabinet member for 
corporate services and 
rural issues, said: “The 
award recognises the ways 
in which we are improving 
communication and 
showing our commitment 
to our customers. 
“Not only is reporting 
online easy and convenient 
for customers, it also 
enables us to direct requests 
straight to the front line.
“Processes now have 
automated emails to keep 
customers up-to-date with 
what we are doing, reducing 

DIGITAL DEVELOPMENTS 
WIN COUNCIL AN AWARD

the need for them to contact 
us. SMS messaging is now 
used to proactively update 
customers and to inform 
councillors of a wide range 
of issues, such as road 
closures in their local area.”
Customers are also 
embracing the opportunity 
to provide feedback in 
a digital way. Almost 
700 online surveys are 
completed on a monthly 
basis, which provides 
valuable feedback to help 
the council continually 
improve services. 
The digital transformation 
of services is also helping 
improve operational 
effectiveness. Up to date 
technology installed in fleet 
vehicles is being used to 
redesign work programmes 
to ensure they are as efficient 
as possible. The installation 
of in-cab software also 
allows instant connection 
with back office systems, 
meaning that customers can 
be provided with up-to-date 
information at the first point 
of contact.

Fish & Chips Outing
Monday 2nd March the Men Talking Together group, which is 
held every week at The BIG SHED, Unit 14A I.E.S. Centre at 
11.00am are going on a trip for Fish & Chips at Seaton Carew, 
transport is free and will be leaving the Unit at 11.00am.
You are very welcome to join us, but please ring 01325 
308094 or 07967 901477 to confirm attendance before 
Monday morning.
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Community Spirit Newton Aycliffe require 
volunteers to help out a various events.

If you would like to be considered for this role
email communityspiritaycliffe@gmail.com

GREAT AYCLIFFE TOWN COUNCIL

Dates and Times of Statutory Meetings
of the Town Council and its Committees

Wednesday 11th March 2020 - 7.15pm
Full Council

NOTE:-  Further information on Public Participation and 
Public Questions can be obtained by visiting the Council’s 

Website:  www.great-aycliffe.gov.uk 

Come along on Saturday 
7th March and enjoy 
“Abominable”.
Watch as teenager Yi, 
encounters a young Yeti on 
the roof of her apartment 
building in Shanghai, 
she and her mischievous 
friends, Jin and Peng, name 
him “Everest” and embark 
on an epic quest to reunite 
the magical creature with 
his family at the highest 
point on Earth. But the trio 
of friends will have to stay 
one-step ahead of Burnish, 
a wealthy man intent on 
capturing a Yeti, and 
zoologist Dr. Zara to help 
Everest get home.
As always there will be a 
fully stocked tuck shop, 
selling sweet, crisps, drinks 
etc., available to purchase 
and at half time the hatch 
will open for hot chocolate 
and ice cream sales, all at an 
affordable cost of 50p!

Local girl, Annabel, has won 
a place in the prestigious 
final of Mrs. Galaxy - UK 
2020. Annabel recently 
won the title of Mrs. County 
Durham Galaxy, this means 
that she will be competing 
in the grand final in March 
with girls from all over the 
country!
Annabel says, “I am so 
excited to have made it 
to the final, it is a great 
achievement and I cannot 
wait to meet all of the other 
girls”.
The winner of Mrs. Galaxy 
- UK will travel to the 
USA with contestants 
from all over the world, to 
compete in the Mrs. Galaxy 
International Final, which 
is being held in the summer 
of 2020. The international 
final is a once in a lifetime 
opportunity and will be a 
truly amazing experience.
The UK has enjoyed 
some amazing success at 
the Galaxy International 
Pageant with them winning 
an international crown nine 
times and had placements in 
every division for the past 
four years!
The final is being held in 

March 2020 at Park Hall 
Hotel, Lancashire and is 
set to be an exciting and 
glamorous event!

LOCAL GIRL IN MRS 
GALAXY UK FINAL

A group of Year 10 
students from UTC South 
Durham participated in 
Locomotion’s Future 
Forces event on Friday 
21st February 2020. The 
UTC student group, known 
as the Science Magnets, 
created an activity which 
demonstrated the effects of 
forces, including gravity, 
by building catapults and 
blow rockets. The activity 
also allowed the event’s 
attendees to investigate 
magnetism.
The Future Forces event at 
Locomotion, an arm of the 
National Railway Museum 
in Shildon, saw activities 
throughout the week of 
February half-term. The 
event was designed to help 
young children explore the 
theme of forces in novel and 
engaging ways.
The students involved in the 
event were Sophie Simpson, 
Harley Terrington, Eddie 
Arnold, and Dawson Dellar.

Teacher Jak Heslop, who 
co-ordinates the Science 
Magnets group, said: “I was 
delighted with the way that 
our students interacted so 
confidently with the young 
children and their parents, 
helping them with the 
activities and describing the 
forces involved. We worked 
with several hundred 
children during the course 
of the day, all of whom had 
a great time and were able to 
take something home with 
them”.
The Science Magnets 
are a group of Year 10 
students who run a weekly 
club which aims to create 
STEM-focused educational 
activities for students of 
primary school age. Every 
Monday during term time, 
a group of primary school 
students visit UTC South 
Durham and complete a 
carousel of interactive 
activities led by the 
Magnets.

UTC’s Science Magnets 
Attract the Crowds

Greenfield Arts are excited 
to welcome artist in 
residence Bethan Maddocks 
who will be working 
with Greenfield Arts and 
our wider community 
to explore the idea of 
possibility, and create work 
for our exhibition ‘Finders, 
Seekers’.  Bethan is a visual 
artist who often works with 
drawing and paper structure 
making and creates 
site specific ephemeral 
installations that engage 
audiences.
Bethan will be hosting drop-
in sessions that will stimulate 
conversation, explore the 
idea of possibility, bring 
together a collection of 
creative exchanges and help 
produce an installation at 
The Greenfield Gallery.  
The first community session 
will be held on Monday 6 
April from 13:30 – 15:00, all 
age groups are welcome and 

it is free of charge.
The residency will be an 
integral part of Greenfield 
Arts 20th birthday 
celebrations.  Bethan will be 
working with students from 
Greenfield Community 
College, the Men’s Cree 
group and the wider 
community to stimulate 
creativity, questioning and 
curiosity.  
The exhibition will run 
from Thursday 14 May - 
Wednesday 1 July and will 
include our birthday party 
event on 23 June.  
Greenfield Arts provides 
opportunities to explore 
ideas and express ourselves 
by working with the wider 
community, young people 
and creative practitioners.  
Visit the website on www.
greenfield-arts.co.uk to 
find out about our full 
programme and our creative 
spaces.

FINDERS, SEEKERS 
AT GREENFIELD ARTS

CALL YOUR
LOCAL
POLICE

IN AN EMERGENCY
ALWAYS CALL 999

101
101 is now the number to call when you want 
to contact your local police - when it’s less 
urgent than 999

WHEN SHOULD I CALL 101?
To report less urgent crime or disorder and for 
general police enquiries, for example:
• if your car has been stolen;
• if your property has been damaged;
• when you suspect drug use or dealing;
• to report a minor traffi  c collision;
• to give information about crime in your area;
or
• if you would like to speak to your local police offi  cer

The number of stray dogs 
found in County Durham 
continues to decrease as 
partnership working keeps 
man’s best friend safely off 
the streets. 
Durham County Council in 
the past three years has seen 
a significant reduction of 29 
per cent in stray dogs being 
picked up in the county. 
On 1 June 2017, a Public 
Space Protection Order for 
dog control came into force 
in County Durham, making 
it an offence to allow a dog 
to stray. If caught, a £100 
Fixed Penalty Notice could 
be issued.
The council works alongside 
Stray Aid, a charitable 
organisation which rescues 
and rehomes stray dogs and 
cats. 
In 2018/19 out of 702 
dogs picked up, 369 were 
returned to the owner and 
333 were taken to Stray Aid, 
comparing with a total of 986 
dogs picked up in 2016/17. 
Ian Hoult, Durham County 
Council’s neighbourhood 
protection manager, said: 
“We know that folk in County 
Durham love their dogs 
and most look after them 
responsibly, but we still have 
lots that end up straying. 
“Strays don’t pick up after 
themselves, they can cause 
road accidents and it calls 
into question how well they 
are being cared for.
“It is the law to get your dog 
microchipped and it may help 
reunite you with your pet one 
day.”
As well as keeping dogs off 
the streets, the civic pride 
team joined forces with Stray 
Aid to develop Paws in the 
Playground, an interactive 
lesson which introduces 
children to vital aspects of 
dog ownership and delivers 
important messages about 
strays.
To date the team has 
delivered the assembly to 
over 8,000 children along 
with community teaching 
dog Toffee. 
Lee Henderson, community 
engagement manager at 
Stray Aid, said: “Toffee is a 
former resident at Stray Aid, 
who was neglected to say 

the least. She has taken her 
story and that of responsible 
dog ownership into the 
schools and interacted with 
children, some of whom had 
prior phobias, to educate and 
deliver the message that both 
the council and Stray Aid 
want to promote. 
“In return we would like to 
see the children speak to 
parents or guardians in the 
hope that they comply with 
the law i.e. microchips, dog 
tags, poo bags, and health and 
wellbeing. After all they are 
the dog owners of the future.”
Mr Hoult added: “Working 
with Stray Aid has been great. 
It provides an exceptional on-
site veterinary facility and 
has many years experience 
in finding caring new homes, 
for those dogs who have been 

Keeping Man’s Best 
Friend Off The Street

unable to be reunited with 
their former owners.
“If you are thinking of 
bringing a four-legged friend 
into your life, why not look 
into rehoming a preloved 
pooch from Stray Aid. 
However, if you are looking 
to buy a puppy make sure it 
is from a reputable breeder 
who would ensure it has 
had its health checks and is 
microchipped.
“Sadly, not everyone can 
be trusted, and there are 
dishonest breeders out there 
looking to make money off 
poorly puppies, which can 
lead to heartbreak for many 
families.”
For more information on 
Stray Aid and to see the dogs 
waiting for adoption visit 
www.strayaid.org.uk
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.  .  .  AND ANYTHING ELSE YOU CAN DREAM UP!

YOUR PR INT OUR REPUTAT ION

Bags / Tags
Banners
Books
Brochures
Business Cards
Business Stationery
Calendars
Canvas Prints
Catalogues

Certificates
Desk Pads
Direct Mail
Draw Tickets
Event Invites
Envelopes
Embossing
Embellishing
Exhibition Displays

Flyers
Folders
Folded Leaflets
Greetings Cards
Labels
Letterheads
Magazines
Magnetic Signs / Labels
Mailers

Menus
Multi-Part Forms (NCR)
Notepads
Plastic Cards
Point of Sale
Postcards
Posters
Promotional Gifts
PVC Banners

Ring Binders
Roller Banners
Signage
Stickers / Labels
Vinyl Stickers
Wall Planners
Wedding Stationery
Window Stickers
Workwear

WE  DON’T  JUST  PR INT  THE
.  .  .  WE  DO ALL  THIS  TOO!

We have been very busy 
recently, we have had some 
sickness but the remedies are 
all in place and beginning to 
make a difference to Titch 
and Tiny who have had 
gastrointestinal difficulties.  
Viv has also managed to 
rescue a small hoggie from 
her garden Monday night, 
poor thing, a girl, she has 
named her Molly, upon 
closer examination we 
discovered a wound that had 
a large scab still attached.
Because we have a brilliant 
vet, who wants to remain 
nameless for modesty 
reasons, he supplied the 
rescue with something to 
treat this wound.  Audrey 
continues to do well in 
Joan’s care, we are keeping 
them nice and healthy ready 
for release in the spring. Ian 
won’t recognise his litter 
of four, Hagrid, Hermione, 
Hazel and Hester!  
We also have some people 
to thank, firstly Marlene, 
she has gone to some time 
and trouble to make some 
beautiful items for our 
fundraiser, also thank you 
again to the ladies of Tesco 
for the newspapers, placing 
them so nicely in a carrier 
bag, we are going through 
them quickly with so many 
hoggies, at present.
Can I also take this 
opportunity to wish Honest 
John a speedy recovery.  
Both John and Val have 

been friends of mine for 
some years now and he has 
helped me in the past raise 
money for this rescue when 
I first started last year.
Finally, myself, Viv and 
Joan have decided to join 
forces and rescue our 
hedgehogs as a combined 
effort, this will mean that 
we can help more of our 
best friends as a single 
rescue centre which we 
have called Prickly Haven 
Hedgehog Rescue. We 
hope you like the name. I 
am extremely lucky to find 
such wonderful ladies to 
work with!  
The British Hedgehog 
Preservation Society will 
hold all our phone numbers, 
if you need us you need to 
ring them on 01584 890801.
Have a great week 
everybody 
Maxine, Viv and Joan 
Prickly Haven Rescue 

Here is this week’s update 
on developments in the 
Council and community. 
 
COUNCIL
(1) Durham County 
Council generally 
tries to avoid holding 
meetings during school 
holidays, so last week 
was committee-quiet, 
apart from an Economy 
Scrutiny Committee on 
Friday 21st February.  
This, nevertheless, was 
very important, because 
it focused on the issue of 
workforce skills, which 
are vital for the County 
for two reasons: firstly 
because, if the economy 
is to grow successfully, we 
need to match the skills of 
the upcoming workforce 
with the present and future 
needs of businesses; and, 
secondly, because they 
are the key to individual 
workers moving out of 
low-pay employment 
into better, higher-value 
jobs. Workforce skills, 
therefore, are the key to 
raising the county out of 
deprivation. Members 
heard presentations from, 
and asked questions of, 
the North East LEP Skills 
Director, and the Chair 
of the County Durham 
Business Enterprise 
& Skills Working 
Group, and also from 

DurhamWorks, DCC’s 
EU-funded initiative to get 
16-24 year olds into work.
(2) On Tuesday 25th 
I attended a very 
interesting lecture on 
economic performance 
and outlook, given by the 
Bank of England’s Deputy 
Agent in the North East. 
The message? Confidence 
(especially consumer 
confidence) has improved 
since the election, even 
though every other 
performance indicator 
(most worryingly, 
productivity) is down.
(3) Other than that, the 
big issues of the week were 
Storm Dennis, and the 
snow day on Monday 24th. 
Both caused controversy. 
There were claims that the 
River Wear had flooded 
the site of the new DCC HQ 
on The Sands in Durham 
(it did not).  And there 
were (unjustified) claims 
that the snow caught DCC 
“unprepared”.

COMMUNITY
Finally, I had complaints 
all week about dog 
dirt and driving on the 
grass - please be ‘good 
neighbours’ in these 
respects, because both 
cause significant offence.
As always, there is more 
about all these issues on 
my blog at: bit.ly/CNB154

Compiled by 
County Councillor John Clare

COUNTY
NEWSBITS

Great British Bake Off 
favourite Jane Beedle will 
turn people of all ages into 
star bakers when she returns 
to a North East food festival 
this spring.
Jane, who reached the final of 
the popular baking show in 
2016, will lead bread making 
and cupcake decorating 
workshops for children and 
adults at Bishop Auckland 
Food Festival.
The Durham County Council 
event will return with an even 
bigger helping of culinary fun 
on Saturday 18 and Sunday 
19 April, with MasterChef 
co-presenter John Torode 
appearing in the festival’s 
free cookery marquee on the 
Saturday.
Jane is no stranger to Bishop 
Auckland, having appeared 
at the festival in 2018. She 
is really looking forward 
to revisiting the region and 
sharing her top tips with 
people who share her passion 
for baking.
Jane said: “I’m delighted to 
be coming back to Bishop 
Auckland where I was made 
to feel so welcome in 2018. I 
can’t wait to check out all the 
fabulous local food producers 
and I’m more than a little 
excited to meet one of my food 
heroes on the Saturday, John 
Torode.”
After appearing on The Great 
British Bake Off in 2016, 
garden designer Jane went on 
to win the Christmas Special 
on Channel 4 in 2018. She 
has appeared at food festivals 

across the country, hosted 
countless baking classes and 
is in the process of setting up 
a cookery school near her new 
home in the Kent countryside.
Jane will deliver the following 
workshops in Bishop 
Auckland Town Hall on both 
the Saturday and Sunday:
• Children’s cupcake 
decorating, 10.30am. Tickets 
cost £5 and the class is suitable 
for youngsters aged five to 12, 
who must be accompanied by 
an adult.
• Bread making – focaccia, 
11.45am. Tickets cost £8 for 
adults and £5 for children 
under 14. The class is suitable 
for children over the age of ten 
and youngsters under 16 must 
be accompanied by an adult.
• Adult cupcake decorating, 
1.30pm. Tickets cost £8 and 
the class is suitable for people 
aged 16 and over. 
• Breadmaking – chocolate 
swirl buns, 3pm. Tickets 

Bake Off Star Returns 
to Bishop Food Festival

cost £8 for adults and £5 for 
children under 14. The class 
is suitable for children over 
the age of ten and youngsters 
under 16 must be accompanied 
by an adult.
Booking is strongly advised 
as limited tickets are available 
for each session. Tickets will 
be sold on a first come first 
served basis.
Jane and John are the 
first celebrity chefs to be 
announced in the run up to 
the festival, which attracts 
thousands of people to the 
historic market town each 
year. More than 150 traders 
from across the North East 
will be serving up the finest 
produce the region has to 
offer, along with tasty street 
food, tempting tipples and 
indulgent cakes and desserts.
Cllr Joy Allen, Durham 
County Council’s Cabinet 
member for transformation, 
culture and tourism, said: “We 
are thrilled Jane is returning 
to Bishop Auckland. I know 
her workshops were extremely 
popular in 2018 and I am 
sure she will serve up even 
more inspiration this year. 
There really is something for 
everyone at the festival so I 
would encourage people to 
come along and join in the 
fun.”
To book tickets for Jane’s 
workshops, visit www.
bishopauckland foodfestival.
co.uk. To stay up to date with 
the latest festival news follow 
@bishfoodfest on Facebook, 
Twitter or Instagram.
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Do you enjoy listening to and helping people?

Does influencing and creating change 
motivate you?

Would you like to help make a difference for 
people living with MND in your area?

Our local volunteers provide vital support, raise 
awareness, campaign and fundraise.

For more information on how you can volunteer 
with us please contact:

volunteering@mndassociation.org
or 03456 044150

MALE IMAGE GROOMING
Specialists in all aspects of Mens Hair Design.
Skin Fade Specialists. Bespoke Hair Patterns.

Traditional Turkish Shave
and Beard Tinting/Trimming also available.

Contact Emre on 07738 066723

Unit 1 Blue Bridge Centre
Aycliffe Business Park

Newton Aycliffe DL5 6DS
Mobile: 07738 066 723

THE SHOP WILL BE CLOSED
from Tuesday 31st March

and will re-open on
Friday 10th April

OPENING TIMES
Monday: 9am - 5pm

Tuesday & Wednesday 9am - 6pm
Thursday 8.30am - 6pm

Friday: 8am - 7pm
Saturday: 8am - 4pm

Durham Constabulary is 
dedicated to making your 
neighbourhood safer. If you 
have any issues affecting 
your quality of life and 
want to discuss it with your 
Neighbourhood Policing 
Team, then get involved in 
your local PACT meeting.

Next Meeting:
Wednesday 11th March

from 6-7pm
School Aycliffe CC

Thursday 12th March
from 6-7pm

Aycliffe Village Hall

The meeting will start at 
6.00pm and will be attended 
by a representative from your 
Neighbourhood Policing 
Team. They will be specific 
to your area and individual 
neighbourhood priorities 
will be discussed. All 
members of the community 
are welcome. You can talk 
to us privately afterwards if 
you wish.

With mental health issues 
on the rise across the 
country, ‘In This Together’ 
and The Big Club want you 
to make a stand, and help 
our community.
Our Mental Health Coffee 
Morning will be held on 
Saturday 7th March at 
11.00am in The Big Club 
Concert Hall.
You will find information 
on services and groups 
already available and fresh 
ideas for improving mental 
wellbeing. We also want to 
hear your ideas, what would 
you like to see happen in 
your community?
There will be free tea 
and coffee; cakes will be 
available for sale (if anyone 
wants to donate their baking 
please contact us), and best 
of all, you’ll get to meet new 
people.
For more information follow 
our page on Facebook, 
search inthistogetherne

The last work by one of 
Britain’s best loved artists 
and sculptors, Rowland 
Emett, has been saved 
for the UK after being 
purchased for the Science 
Museum Group Collection. 
Named ‘A Quiet Afternoon 
in the Cloud Cuckoo Valley’, 
the unique moving sculpture 
will initially go on display 
at Locomotion in Shildon, 
County Durham, before 
touring Science Museum 
Group sites across the UK.  
The sculpture was acquired 
for a six-figure sum from 
a private seller, with the 
support of Art Fund, 
the Science Museum 
Foundation, the Friends 
of the National Railway 
Museum and private donors. 
Constructed in 1984, A 
Quiet Afternoon in the 
Cloud Cuckoo Valley 
comprises eight separate 
machines that together tell 
the story of a journey aboard 
the imaginary ‘Far Tottering 
and Oyster Creek Railway’. 
The railway was based on 
one of his earlier cartoons 
- a life size model of 
which, complete with three 
locomotives, was created for 
the 1951 Festival of Britain. 
At Locomotion, the 
artwork will come to life 
three times a day to treat 
visitors to a 15-minute, 
three-dimensional display. 
This will see automata 
wheels turn and colourful 
characters will go fishing, 
cycling and toast teacakes 
aboard a fantastical 
locomotive.  
Born in London in 1906, 
Emett initially found fame 
producing whimsical 
cartoons for Punch magazine 
before creating a series 
of intricate mechanical 
sculptures based on his 
imaginative creations. As 
well as numerous artworks 
and cartoons, he is also well 

known for the inventions of 
‘Caractacus Potts’ which 
starred in the 1968 film 
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang.   
The sculpture is one of 
Rowland Emett’s largest 
pieces and was originally 
commissioned for a 
shopping centre before being 
exhibited at Spitalfields 
Market in London. In 1999 
while being stored, it was 
stolen for scrap metal but 
later recovered. 
‘A Quiet Afternoon in the 
Cloud Cuckoo Valley’ has 
since been refurbished and 

Last Mechanical Sculpture 
Saved for the Nation

Cast members of Strictly 
Musicals 3 - the latest 
offering from Darlington 
Operatic Society 
(DarlingtonOS) - are being 
put through their paces as 
musical numbers within the 
show start to take shape.
Strictly Musicals 3 is the 
third offering of a series 
of ‘songs from the shows’ 
style productions by 
DarlingtonOS, the first 
being back in 2013.
In this third edition 
audiences will be 
entertained with songs from 
classic shows such as The 
King and I, Mack & Mabel 
and Chicago alongside 
extracts from modern-day 
favourites such as Dear 
Evan Hansen, Hamilton and 
The Bodyguard. There will 
also be examples from some 
lesser-known shows such as 
Something Rotten, Bonnie 
& Clyde and Songs for a 
New World.

Julian Cound from 
DarlingtonOS said “This 
is one of the most exciting 
stages of the rehearsal 
period when we see the 
imagination of our director 
/ choreographer Joanne 
Hand come to life as she 
pieces together her amazing, 
original choreography to go 
with the stunning vocals the 
company have been learning 
under the musical direction 
of Steven Hood.”
“Putting a concert style 
production together is so 
much more difficult than 
working on a book show. 
From a blank piece of paper 
the production team have to 
create 2 hours of musical 
magic that offers something 
for everyone and with 
Strictly Musicals 3 I can 
guarantee audiences will 
not be disappointed.”
Strictly Musicals 3 has a cast 
of 52 local, talented amateur 

Rehearsals Are Hotting 
Up for Theatre Show

performers who will be 
working flat out over the next 
9 weeks to ensure the show 
is ready for opening night 
on Wednesday 22 April at 
Darlington Hippodrome.
Julian concluded “there 
is a massive appetite for 
musical theatre here in the 
North East and Strictly 
Musicals brings the best 
of the best together for two 
hours of magic. If you are 
a fan of musicals then you 
will simply love Strictly 
Musicals 3.”
Strictly Musicals 3 runs at 
Darlington Hippodrome 
from Wednesday 22 April to 
Saturday 2 May. Thursday 
30 April is a BSL Interpreted 
performance and both 
Friday performances will be 
audio described.
Tickets are available from 
the ticket hotline 01325 
244659 or book online at 
www.darlingtonos.org.uk

was exhibited at the Chelsea 
Flower Show, Birmingham 
Museum and Art Gallery 
and Compton Verney in 
Warwickshire.
The sculpture is now 
on display at the centre 
of Locomotion’s main 
building, alongside famous 
rail vehicles such as 
pioneering locomotive, Sans 
Pareil, which competed in 
the 1829 Rainhill Trials.    
The acquisition will ensure 
the artwork remains in the 
UK and on show for the 
public.

I’m a good person me, I have 
a certificate to prove it

Just received an email asking 
me if ‘’Learning Reiki will 
make me a good and loving 
person’’. The short answer to 
this question is, no it won’t, 
in much the same way being 
religious won’t automatically 
make you a good person. 
What both of these things 
can do is give you something 
to hide behind. A veneer of 
spirituality to cover your true 
nature.
They say beauty is skin deep 
and so can spirituality be, 
but neither can hide an ugly 
person. Ugly is the persons 
true nature. Their thoughts, 
beliefs and actions, in the 
way they treat themselves 
and the way they treat those 
around them, regardless 
of the image of virtue and 
respectability they wish to 
portray to the world.
If you want to be a good and 
loving person you don’t need 
Reiki, religion or anything 
else. What you need to do 
is stop looking for short 
cuts and easy options. Stop 
looking for some thing or 
some one to sort out the 

rubbish in your life for you. 
To become a good, kind 
and loving person you 
start by taking personal 
responsibility for your 
thoughts, beliefs and actions. 
You begin by accepting 
responsibility for your 
own life and the rubbish 
contained therein. Stop 
looking for an excuse for your 
behaviour or someone else 
to blame. Accept personal 
responsibility for the way 
you treat people and the way 
you have taught them to treat 
you in a less than loving way.
Any faith system, belief, 
skill or ability is nothing 
more than an expression of 
the person who practices 
them. They can become a 
true reflection of dedication 
and spiritual values or simply 
an extension of an ugly 
personality, seeking power 
and control over others. 
Usually the only difference 
between a good and a ‘’bad’’ 
person is the choices they 
make and the consequence of 
their actions. Since it’s your 
life, you are the only one who 
can choose who and what 
you want to be.

The Little
 Buddha
   “I’m a good person to me . . .”
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Remember to tell 
the advertiser you 
found them in the 

Newton News

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

Tel: 01325 312345
30 Year Old Family Run Business

BOILER & FULL SYSTEM 
REPLACEMENTS

No Deposit, 12 months Interest Free
or Monthly Payments over longer term

Block 1, 1st fl oor
Bede House
St. Cuthberts Way
Newton Aycliff e
Co. Durham DL5 6DL

For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338
waterways@talktalk.net

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs    Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes    Power Flushing

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596

Mobile 07931 591381

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs
Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing
Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

Plumbing

NC PLUMBING Services
All plumbing requirements undertaken

From a drip to a full bathroom refit
Complete bathroom specialist

Full tiling and wall cladding service
Full power flush service - No job too small

Central heating problems repaired

Neil 07882 233219 or 01325 589224
out of hours call out available

01325 589224

W. HEATHCOTE
Plumbing, Heating & Gas

Servicing and Repairs

Time served tradesman
Over 40 years experience

CALL OUT SERVICE

Boilers installed, repaired 
and serviced

Central heating systems
Power fl ushing

Bathrooms refurbished
Got a problem?
Give me a call

01325 307 052
07595 051 717

www.wheathcote.com

 
 
 

Pest Control

01325 301063
07790 732089

www.pestguard1.co.uk

CALL PESTGUARD TODAY
Newton Aycliffe Based

Fully Licensed & Insured
30+ years trading

throughout the North East

Pest Control

PROTECH Direct Pest 
Control. Experts in industrial, 
commercial and domestic pest 
control. 18+ years experience, 
fully insured, free quotes. 
Tel 01325 310520 or 07896 
848856 (24 hours)

Roofing

JK Roofing & Building
All Roofing and Building work undertaken

• Full Roofs  • Extensions  • Felt Roofs
• UPVC Fascias/Soffits  • Dry Verge/Ridge
Free estimates:

Tel: 01325 461 473
Mobile: 07596 801534 or 07562 439455

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed
Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling

Felting & Pointing - Guttering
Fibre glass flat roofing

With 20 Years Guarantee
Free Estimates

Tel: 01388 605489
07986 217936

Foster Joinery Services
All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

From inside the home: Doors, Hardwood and Laminate 
Flooring, Skirting and Architrave, Staircases and 

revamping what you already have, Loft entrances and 
Loft Ladders.

To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.
Also Plastering Tiling and Bathroom fitting.
No job too small - Can supply all materials

Just ring 07748 967 374 for a FREE quote

C SMILLIE
• Joinery •
• Building •

• Decorating •
Established 1984

Apprenticeship Served

312024  after 6pm

Joinery

H&H JOINERY
& PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE
All aspects of Joinery Work,

Kitchen Fitting and
General Maintenance

Playhouses & Summerhouses
10% Discount for OAPs

Tel: 01325 497079
Mobile:  07769 903173

SHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Door
Repair

Specialist

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs
Mechanism Repair/Replacement
Door Adjustment - Door Furniture
Emergency Door Opening
90% OF PARTS IN STOCK

24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114
07748 044 808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Locksmiths

VALLEY
WROUGHT IRON

High Quality Gates, Wall
Railings & Garden Fences

Free Estimates and Advice
Experienced Tradesmen

Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Contact Stephen on
07976 554046 anytime

E: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www. valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Iron / Steel
Driving School

Jacks Driving School
Fully Qualified High Grade Instructors

 TRAILER/CARAVAN
 TRAINING ALSO
 AVAILABLE

Helping you to relax, enjoy and build confidence
Excellent first time pass rate - Block booking offers

Jack: 07949 195 184
Special offer: First 5 hours £90 - www.jacksdrivingschool.co.uk

BREWARD
roofi ng contractors

Serving the region since 1945
• New Roofs • Flat Roofs •
• High Performance Felt •

Tiling, Slating, Fibreglass Roofs
• Stone Slating • Leadwork •

• Repairs • Chimneys •
•Dry Verge Systems •

uPVC Guttering, Soffi ts & Facias
• Storm Damage • Velux •
Insurance Work Welcome

All Work Guaranteed
Time Served - Free Estimates

Finance Available

01388 661308 or 07967 018998

T: 01325 582005 E: info@ratedroofi ngltd.co.uk
W: www.ratedroofi ngltd.co.uk

Chimney Stacks - Slating - Ridge Tiles Replaced - Tiling - Flat Roofs
Pointing - UPVC Facias and Soffi  ts - Guttering - Leadwork

Storm Damage - Velux Windows - Recommendations Available
For a Free Estimate Contact us

Innovative technology 
company Kunasan Ltd 
has relocated to County 
Durham from Silicon 
Valley to bring its new sleep 
aid system, Frequen-ZZZ, 
to market in the UK.
National statistics indicate 
that 1 in 3 of us suffer 
from poor sleep. Sleep 
deprivation is linked 
with chronic conditions 
such as Alzheimer’s 
disease, insomnia and 
stress.  Frequen-ZZZ is an 
innovative sleep technology 
to enhance the quality of 
sleep for users that could 
improve quality of life for 
many people suffering from 
lack of sleep.
Kunasan Ltd initially 
opened a virtual office at 
the North East Technology 
Park’s (NETPark) in 
Sedgefield, County 
Durham, but within a month 
it took a physical space 
within NETPark Plexus.
Founded by Paul Mawson, 
originally from County 
Durham, Kunasan Ltd 
was set up in the UK in 
December 2018 after Paul 
was encouraged by the 
UK Government’s Global 
Entrepreneur Programme to 
relocate from the USA.
Managing Director, Paul 
Mawson, said: “I was 
invited to attend a talk 
at Innosphere Colorado, 
USA in July 2017 given 
by Dr Alan Lowdon of the 
DIT Global Entrepreneur 
Programme and Visiting 
Professor at Durham 
University and Chair of the 
Innovation Board of the NE 
LEP. He explained that the 
North East’s technology 
sector was thriving and 
that it was the perfect time 
to relocate my business 
to the region. I had been 
considering moving back to 
the UK and saw this as the 
perfect opportunity to bring 
my business back home.”
“Following advice from 
Invest North East England 
I viewed a number of 
different spaces, but as 
soon as I viewed NETPark 
Plexus I knew it was the 
right location for me. I 
didn’t want to work in a 
city centre, as I’m much 
more creative when I’m in 

the countryside. I was also 
encouraged to see how many 
tech and pharmaceutical 
companies there were at 
NETPark, and knowing I 
could get support from the 
local business community 
was a decisive factor in 
choosing the location.”
Prior to Paul’s move back to 
the UK, Paul spent ten years 
in the USA researching 
frequency stimulation 
devices and it was here that 
he developed an interest in 
sleep technology.
Paul and his clinical advisor 
Dr Roger Billica – formerly 
chief of medical operation 
at NASA – understand 
how sleep deprivation can 
have a negative impact 
on someone’s physical 
and mental wellbeing. 
From Paul’s research he 
developed Frequen-ZZZ 
which will go to market in 
2020.
NETPark is managed by 
Business Durham, the 
economic development arm 
of Durham County Council.
NETPark manager Janet 
Todd said: “NETPark is the 
perfect environment for an 
innovative business such 
as Kunasan.  We provide 
a dynamic, supportive and 
collaborative environment 
to help accelerate the growth 
of companies like Kunasan 
into global markets by 
providing the right mix 
of business support and 
physical space they need to 
thrive and grow
“Kunasan has already got 
off to a great start by moving 
from a virtual office to a 
physical space at NETPark 
Plexus within a month, this 
is the quickest any virtual 
tenant has progressed from 
virtual to physical space 
and we’re hoping this is 
a sign of things to come 
for the company. We look 
forward to supporting the 
company further as it settles 
into NETPark.”
To find out about 
locating your business at 
NETPark or to request a 
viewing, please contact 
Janet Todd, NETPark 
Manager on 01740 625 
250 or e-mail enquiries@
northeasttechnologypark.
com

Relocating to Durham 
from Silicon Valley

“The greatest thing you’ll 
ever learn is just to love 
and be loved in return”. 
Production images have 
been released of the 
brand new, ultimate 
tribute to Moulin Rouge 
– Come What May, which 
starts its UK tour at 
Darlington Hippodrome 
on Wednesday 4th March.
Come What May is an 
all-singing, all-dancing 
extravaganza as you enter 
the secret world of one 
of the greatest movie-
musicals of all time.
Bursting at the seams 
with timeless classics 
including ‘Come What 
May’, ‘Your Song’, 
‘Diamonds Are A Girls 
Best Friend’, ‘Roxanne’, 
‘Lady Marmalade’ plus 
songs from some of 
the most iconic movie 
musicals of all time.
Travel back in time as the 
children of the revolution 
take you on a thrilling 
non-stop journey into the 
sexy, disreputable and 
glamorous underworld of 
Paris.

It’s a ‘Spectacular, 
Spectacular’ evening of 
unforgettable dancing, 
dreams, adventure and 
above all - love.
Come What May is at 
Darlington Hippodrome 

ULTIMATE TRIBUTE TO MOULIN ROUGE
for one night only – 
Wednesday 4th March.
For more information 
or to book call 01325 
405405 or visit www.
darlingtonhippodrome.
co.uk

Rubber Stamps

BLUE BRIDGE CENTRE
St. Cuthbert’s Way

Aycliffe Business Park
Tel: (01325) 300212

Email: stu@newtonpress.net

Standard Pad Type

Also Self Inking
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Aerial Installations

TV.  AERIAL  FITTERS
All aspects of aerial work undertaken

01325 307075

Quick service & fair prices 

Richard NaylorCall

CCTV

15% OFF
with this 

advert

Storage

“U” STORE Aycliffe Business 
Park. Domestic and Industrial 
storage. Open 6 days a week. 
Large and small containers 
from £12 per week. Tel 01325 
317716, 07850 646355

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES

• Carpet and 
upholstery cleaning
• Leather cleaning 

and repair
• Pressure washing

• Gutter clean & repair
• End of tenancy cleans

• Domestic and  
Commercial cleaning
• Janitorial supplies

• Fully insured

07895 697 115
01325 494294

Home Services

StainKleen
Professional Cleaning Services for Carpets, Upholstery, Rugs

and Leather Cleaning - Tiling and Grout Floor Cleaning
RAPID DRYING - FULLY INSURED

Tel Paul on 01325 493003
Mobile: 07817 573 604   -   Web: www.stainkleen.co.uk

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE REPAIRS

ALL MAKES OF WASHERS
TUMBLERS, MICROWAVES
DISHWASHERS
VACUUM CLEANERS
FRIDGE/FREEZERS
COOKERS
* Free Estimates
* No Call Out Charge
* Appliances Plumbed in

Telephone:  321756

Phoenix Carpet Cleaners
Bringing new life to your carpets and upholstery
Fully insured & CRB checked
Stain removal
NHS staff discount
Reliable and efficient
Domestic and commercial
A high quality service

www.phoenixcarpetcleaners.co.uk

M 07733 804870
T  01325 281597

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS, from Fencing 
& Decking Outside to Internal Refurbishments Inside. All Those 
Small Handyman Jobs Considered Too. Call: 01325 318269 or 
Visit: www.esproperty-estate.co.uk
CARPET FITTER and vinyl flooring specialist. Contact 
Richard  on  07946 435 177
GUTTER CLEANING SERVICE Gutters, fascia and soffits 
cleaned. Contact Paul 07399 628345
LAUNDRY LADIES Offering a wash, dry and ironing service 
(domestic or commercial). Free collection and drop off included. 
Tel 07526 617558 or laundryladies16@gmail.com
CLEANING ANGELS. For all your cleaning needs. Commercial 
cleaning available. Domestic, end of tenancy, holiday lets, builders 
cabins, oven cleans, office cleaning, window cleaning (up to 8ft), 
caravan cleaning, ironing service available. Competitive rates. 
Find us on Facebook. Contact Angela 07518 798 595

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutter and UPVC
Cleaning Service

No Ladders Required
Conservatory Cleaning
Also Gutters Renewed

and/or Repaired

07519 376870

G. CROSSEN
PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07340 606402
Time Served  -  C&G  -  Established 1998

Brushstrokes
Decorators

Free no obligation quotes and
advice from a time served

painter & decorator. 
Interior & exterior work, 

no job too small. 
End of tenancy clean up for 

landlord’s. Gutters and fascias 
cleaned from £60. 

Discounts for OAP & NHS staff
Tel: 01325 312953

Mobile: 07587 140912

Decorating

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator

Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate
01325 483 697

or 07745 037 754

P&B HOME SERVICES 
Painting and decorating. Tel 
01325 308483 or mobile 07799 
166555
DRAGON DECORATORS 
All aspects of interior & 
exterior decorating, including 
children’s artwork. Over 25 
years experience. Member 
of “Checked & Vetted”. No 
job too small, free estimates. 
Contact Colin on 07952 
364426
C. A. PLASTERERS 
all plastering work, artex 
skimmed, small jobs, free 
estimates, 01388 721206

 Fuse Box Replacement
 Extra Sockets & Lights
 Landlord Inspections
 Experienced Electrician
 Tidy & Reliable
 Free Quotes & Advice
 OAP Discounts

No Job Too Small
Give Richard a Call

Mobile: 07859 021039
Telephone: 01325 308349

Established 2005

Electrical

No Job Too Small
Installation Certificates

Fuse Board Upgrades
Rewires  |  Lighting

Extra Sockets
Fault Finding
Free Quotes

• EMERGENCY CALL OUTS •
Contact Dave on

Telephone:

01325 317535
07563 088 946

DJW
ELECTRICS

• Fuse Board Upgrades •
• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •

• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •
• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on 

01325 313282
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)

Check out our website for monthly
deals: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

Jeff Horsley
28 years experience

Full Build of Extensions
Porches, Garages,

Garden Walls, Patios,
Concreting and Re-Pointing

FREE ESTIMATES
Guaranteed Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01325 313939
or 07970 869967

Builders

Gardening

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work

Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking & 

Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432

Mobile: 07765 374 905

LANDSCAPE & BLOCKPAVING 
SPECIALISTS

GARY O’CONNOR
•  Driveways  •  Patios  •  Paving

•  Walling  •  Fencing  •  More
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE WITH VERY 

COMPETITIVE RATES CALL GARY ON

01325 320 267
07866 561 340

ALPINE LANDSCAPES.
Patios, Driveways, Fencing, 
Decking, Gravel, Turfing, 
Walls. All work guaranteed. 
25 years experience, est 15 
years, professional advice. 
www.alpinelandscapes.co.uk - 
contact Alan on 07974 710351
MARTIN SHIRES Garden 
Landscaping Services, Block 
Paving Specialists. Fencing, 
Decking, Patios, Walls, Turfing, 
Hedges. Quality guaranteed 
work. Tel 321891 or 07989 024 
501
ROSEWOOD Tree Work. 
Felled, Pruned, Hedges Cut, 
Fencing, Gravel. All aspects 
of groundwork considered. 
20% off for OAPs. Tel 01325 
318679 or 07740 999075

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm
Saturday: 8.30am - 12pm

01325 787 550   -   LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE

MAN WITH VAN cheap 
removals also household 
furniture bought. Tel 07860 560 
295
ASK SERVICES Man + Van. 
Removal, delivery and lots 
more. Contact Paul 07399 
628345

Removals

Full House, Part Load
or Single Items.

Local and National
Storage Available.

01325 319842
07970 201841

or 07857 602267

Smiths
removals

Your Move
Local Family Run Business

Est. 2005 - Fully Insured
Single Items from £15
3 Bed House from £99

Call Jor for a free quote
Tel: 07535 362591

ACORN 
REMOVALS

SINCE 1992

LOCAL & NATIONWIDE 
Call Tony on

07779 89 00 06

David’s Transport
• Single items
to Full Houses

• Factory contracts
• Fully Insured

Local & Long Distance
Ring David on

07984 817111

LAWNS CUT, Hedges 
Trimmed, Trees & Shrubs 
Pruned, Cut Back or Removed. 
For Details Visit: www.
esproperty-estate.co.uk or 
telephone us on 01325 318269

Caravan and Motorhome 
Servicing & Repairs 

Insurance work undertaken

01325 582005
info@ratedservicingandrepairs.co.uk

Caravan

“NEWTON NEWS”
Deliverers Wanted
for all areas of the town

To put your name on our ‘Reserve List’

Telephone 01325 300212
“Earn some Pocket Money”

SUIT OVER 13 YEARS OR ACTIVE RETIREES

A free event for residents 
and businesses in County 
Durham will take place next 
month to educate people 
about scams.
A series of talks from 
Durham County Council, 
Durham Constabulary and 
Friends Against Scams will 
offer people the opportunity 
to learn more about the 
different types of scams, 
how to spot them and how 
to support a victim.
The event will take place 
from 9.30am to 12.30pm 
on Thursday 5th March at 
County Hall.
Durham County Council’s 
trading standards team will 
discuss doorstep crime, 
specifically victimology, 
offenders and common 
practices, as well as how 
to help prevent and detect 
incidents occurring in their 

Become Scam Savvy
neighbourhoods.
And a presentation from 
Durham Constabulary’s 
cyber protect team will 
deliver top tips to help 
protect individuals from 
cybercrime. This will 
include common cyber 
scams such as phishing 
emails and messages, how to 
secure online accounts and 
ways to report cybercrime.
The National Trading 
Standard’s Friends Against 
Scams team will highlight 
the scale of the problem 
nationally and provide 
information on the different 
types of scams available 
and how to spot and support 
a victim.
Those who support or 
come into contact with 
vulnerable people, such as 
healthcare professionals or 
community organisations 
are encouraged to attend.
For more information and to 
book a place visit durham.
gov.uk/scams

HEARTS 
& MINDS
Cornforth Partnership 
are organising an 
uplifting FREE course 
for women; developing 
an understanding of the 
importance of healthy 
relationships.
The course is for females 
and helps them to identify 
the importance of a healthy 
relationship. The course 
runs for 9 weeks (excluding 
school holidays) and aims to 
build confidence and self-
esteem of the participants.
Once the course is 
completed, participants will 
be awarded with a level 2 
NOCN qualification.
Following the course, 
participants and their 
families can access a 
range of support, including 
free family activities, 1-1 
emotional support, training, 
and employment and benefit 
advice.
The course starts Monday 
2nd March, 9.30am-11.30am 
at Newton Aycliffe Youth 
and Community Centre.
To register an interest 
or for more information, 
contact Rachel on 017406 
52000 or email rachel@
cornforthpartnership.org

Spring is on the way and 
our March Coffee Morning 
at St Elizabeth’s Church 
will be held on Saturday 
7th March, starting at 
10.00am with Cakes, Bakes 
and Preserves for sale.
Books, bits & bobs to 
browse through and buy 
plus a seasonal raffle.
Refreshments and of course  
a happy way to spend your 
Saturday morning.
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Stop Clicking Around
Visit Newton News
online for your local
DAILY news feed

www.newtonnews.co.uk

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

in the

Your Local Community Newspaper

SALES • WANTED • PUBLIC NOTICES • JOB VACANCIES
PERSONAL • JOBS WANTED • LOST & FOUND • AUTOS

THANK YOU • IN MEMORIAM • CONGRATULATIONS
BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE • OBITUARY • PETS

ACCOMMODATION • ACKNOWLEDGEMENT • BIRTHS
HOUSE EXCHANGE • GOOD LUCK • LOST & FOUND

Private Classified Advertisements 30p per word

(Please use BLOCK CAPITALS in space below)
DO NOT FORGET YOUR TELEPHONE NUMBER 

CLASSIFICATION

Please hand advertisement and payment to:
NEWTON PRESS

Blue Bridge Centre, St Cuthbert’s Way, Aycliffe Business Park

Sorry, but we CANNOT accept telephone orders for advertisements.
However the ads can be emailed to: paul@newtonnews.co.uk

and paid by credit card or pay online at www.newtonnewsads.co.uk

TOTAL  NO. OF WORDS:          x            30p

 TOTAL AMOUNT TO PAY     £                          p

Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Opticians
Computers

Aycliffe 
COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification

PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades  -  Data Recovery
Windows 10 Installation

Broadband Installation
Networking  -  Anti Virus

Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

No Call Out Charge Within 
Newton News Circulation area

Contact Rob
01325 310737
07841 867170

aycliffecomputers@googlemail.com

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED 
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER 

BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

ENJOY LEARNING Guitar, 
Bass or Drums at home. 
Tel Roger 01325 321 444  - 
Friendly, Experienced, Local.

Tuition

BVA Foundation
FREE
Confidential
Post Abortion
Counselling 
available

Telephone:
01642 616077

SAMARITANS - 13 Woodland 
Road, Darlington. We are here 
for you 24 hours a day. Tel: 
Freephone 116123.

Personal

INASPIN ROADSHOW 
Discos for al l  occasions. 
Weddings, birthdays, etc. a 
speciality. State of the Art Light 
Show. Tel 01325 310646 or 
07952 244404
P R O F.  N I N C O M P O O P 
Children’s entertainer making 
bi r thday par t ies  specia l . 
Balloons, magic and tomfoolery, 
midweek discounts. Tel Gary 
on 310646 or 07952 244404. 
Websi te :  www.professor-
nincompoop.com - Facebook: 
Prof Nincompoop

Entertainment

Specialising in Small Businesses,
Sole Traders or partnerships

• Accounts •
• Bookkeeping •

• Self-Assessment Tax Returns •
• Payroll •

• Accounting Advice •

Contact:
louise@lambookkeeping.co.uk
www.lambookkeeping.co.uk

Tel: 07980 468615

Bookkeeping

CHRISTOGRAPHY Wedding 
Photographer, Portraits, Babies, 
Family, Keepsakes. Telephone: 
07528 709925 or visit website:
www.christography.co.uk

Photography

PALLETS FREE
Collect from 

NEWTON PRESS 
at the 

Blue Bridge Centre 
(goods inward)

please ring the bell

Free

JULIE’S Mobile Hairdressing. 
Cuts £10, Perm £40 (all inc). 
Tel Julie on 07801 192417
HAIR DESIGN Experienced 
mobile hair dresser, 
competitive rates. Call Lynn 
on 07904 219997

Hairdressing

DONATIONS of Bric-a-Brac 
and other good condition items 
for Newton Aycliffe good 
causes. Honest John 01325 
316630
RON ROSE ART CLUB 
Meet Friday afternoon 1-3pm 
at the RAFA Club, Barrington 
Road.

Public Notice

Wanted

WANTED Mobility scooter and 
wheelchair, working or not. Tel 
07401 133459
HOUSEHOLD  fu rn i tu re 
bought. Tel. 07860 560295

Soduko (Easy, di�  culty rating 0.34)
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   8 6 1   3 7

  7 2    8

For Sale

RENT a washing machine only 
£4.99 per week, no deposit, 
fully maintained. Bargain Buys, 
Shafto Way, 01325 321678
“ALL SORTS” Charity Shop 
next to St. Clare’s Church Hall 
is open 10.00am to 1.00pm 
every Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday. Every penny made 
from my sales will continue 
to be donated to good causes. 
The shop is run and funded 
solely by Godfrey Bennett who 
would like to thank all his many 
supporters. Stock Clearance 
Now On.
SET OF 4 woods “Vitalite” 
with bowls bag and measure. 
£50 ono. Tel 01325 321750
KNITTING machine, Toyota 
KS901 with lace carriage, £50 
ono. Tel 01325 321750
NEW  double divan with 
Damask mattress, delivery 
arranged, £125. Tel 07789 
113343.

Pets

DOG WALKING (Dave 
Oliver) Daytime, half hour 
sessions £5.50 per dog. Police 
checked and fully insured. 
Years of experience in dog 
handling. Tel 07756 825637

Accommodation

3 BEDROOM, spacious, link 
house in Wallas Road, Newton 
Aycliffe, with large, newly 
refurbished kitchen extension. 
Contact Mark on 07590 
840666
3 BEDROOM house to let, all 
newly renovated. Tel 07977 
945982
3 BEDROOM house to let in 
St Barbara’s Walk, Newton 
Aycliffe. Recently refurbished, 
£500 pcm. Tel 07894 141553

HOUSE TO RENT 
Available first week in 
March. 3 bedroom house 
in Guthrum Place, Newton 
Aycliffe.
Contact Langdale Estates 
on 01388 810500 for more 
information.

Hall Properties
                                                                 Estate Agents

No Tenant Fees on all Properties
3 Bedroom House

Family home to rent.
£480.00 per calendar month

Telephone: 01325 351212
info@hallps.com

39 Bondgate, Darlington, County Durham DL3 7JJ

Rascal Pioneer 
Mobility Scooter

Brand New, £1499
Tel 07970 146328

Notice of an Application for 
the Grant of Premises Licence.
THE LICENSING ACT 2003
Notice is hereby given that 
We The Herbal Gin Company 
Limited, has applied to the 
Durham County Council in 
respect of the premises known 
as:
The Aviator Gin Bar, Unit 
18, Northfield Way, Aycliffe 
Business Park, Newton 
Aycliffe DL5 6EJ for the 
grant of a Premises Licence to 
permit the following licensable 
activities: The sale by retail of 
alcohol (On & Off Sales) and 
films (indoors) from 07:00 – 
23:00, Sunday to Thursday, 
07:00 – 00:00 Friday, Saturday 
& Bank Holiday Sunday 
& New Year’s Eve 07:00 – 
01:00.  The provision of Live 
& Recorded Music & anything 
similar (indoors) from 23:00 
– 00:00 Friday, Saturday & 
Bank Holiday Sunday & New 
Year’s Eve 23:00 – 01:00.  
Online sales of alcohol will 
be 24 hours daily, but delivery 
of alcohol will only be made 
between the hours of 07:00 – 
17:00, Monday to Sunday  
A record of this application 
may be inspected at the 
Council’s offices at Annand 
House, John Street North, 
Meadowfield, Durham. DH7 
8RS by appointment, on 
weekdays between 9.30 am 
and 4.30 pm.
Any representations about this 
application must be made in 
writing by 24th MARCH 2020 
and sent to: Durham County 
Council, Licensing Services, 
PO Box 617, Durham DH1 
9HZ or email: licensing@
durham.gov.uk
It is an offence knowingly 
or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with an 
application and the maximum 
fine for which a person is liable 
on summary conviction for the 
offence is unlimited.

28th February 2020

Licence
Applications

FOLLOW US ON
SIMPLY SEARCH newton-news

LET’S GET 
CREATIVE

Come and get involved 
with our adult craft group, 
learn new skills with our 
volunteer, chat and share 
ideas with others.
We meet every Tuesday 
from 1.00pm to 3.00pm in 
Newton Aycliffe Library for 
only £1.00 per week.
For more details contact 
03000 269519 or email 
newtonayc.lib@durham.
gov.uk
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Congratulations

Acknowledgement

Obituary

In Memoriam

Tracey Hughes
nee Leadbitter

Aycliffe Village, aged 51
Passed away peacefully on 
17th February.
Dearly loved Daughter of 
Eddie and Mary; Sister of 
the late Tim; dearly loved 
Wife of Martyn; loving 
Mother to Abigail, Leah 
and Andrew; Nanna to 
Oliver and Isobel.
Sadly missed by all her 
family and friends.
Funeral on Monday 2nd 
March. Will friends kindly 
meet for Service in Wear 
Valley Crematorium, 
Coundon at 11.30am.
Donations in lieu of 
flowers may be given in 
aid of Macmillan Cancer 
Support and Alzheimers.

Ken Chester

Val and the family of the 
late Kenneth Chester, 
(Ken), wish to thank all 
relatives and friends for 
their kindness during their 
recent bereavement.
Thank you to the Co-
Operative Funeral 
Services, Moore Lane 
Sports Club and Don 
Walker Butchers for their 
care and support.
Thank you also for 
your donations towards 
Ken’s chosen charity, 
Parkinson’s UK, which 
raised £420.

Derick Young
2nd March 2005

Sweet is your memory,
Precious your name,
Deep in our hearts,
You will always remain.
Love, Michael, June 
and family xxxx

Megan Holland

Happy 18th Birthday
Continue to make us 
proud. Love from Grandad 
and Chris.

Louis Leigh Simpson

Happy 21st Birthday - 2nd March 1999
To my handsome boy! Have a fabulous 21st birthday.

Love from Mam and Dad xx
Happy 21st Birthday Little Bro

Have a brilliant weekend, getting drunk!
Love from Jonathan and Maxine xxxxx

Have a Woof 21st
Love from Trudy, Una, Jack and Mitzey xxx

Happy 21st Birthday
To my Grandson on your 21st birthday.

All my love, Nan xxx
Happy 21st Birthday

Have a brilliant 21st. Love from Shirley, Mia and Fudge xx
Happy 21st Big Lad

Hope you have a brilliant birthday.
Lots of love, Grandma and Granda xxx

Happy 21st Birthday
From all your friends.

Jason Manford has 
announced a new UK and 
Ireland tour which will 
include a date at Darlington 
Hippodrome on Saturday 31 
July, 2021.
Jason Manford is back! 
It’s been a busy few years 
since Jason’s last smash-hit 
stand-up show, but fans of 
his Absolute Radio show 
will know this nationally 
acclaimed comedian hasn’t 
changed a bit. ‘Like Me’ 
is Jason’s latest comic 
offering, set to hit the road 
for a massive 99 date UK & 
Ireland tour, kicking off in 
Basingstoke on 3 February 
2021 and culminating with 
a huge homecoming show at 
the Manchester Arena on 23 
October 2021.
Jason said: “After the fun we 
had on my last tour ‘Muddle 
Class’, I’m excited to get back 
on the road with my new 
stand-up show ‘Like Me’. In 
these trying times, it’s always 
important to be able to get 
away for a couple of hours 
and exercise the old chuckle 
muscle! So, I’m coming to 
Darlington in 2021, so we can 
have a good laugh together. 
See you then!”
Jason’s work spans comedy, 
acting, singing and 
presenting and includes a 
host of top TV credits: ‘First 
& Last’ (BBC One), ‘The 
Masked Singer’ (ITV1), 
‘What Would Your Kid Do?’ 
(ITV1), ‘Olivier Awards’ 
(ITV1), ‘Scarborough’ (BBC 

Jason Manford Returns to Hippodrome
One), ‘8 Out of 10 Cats’ 
(Channel 4), ‘The Nightly 
Show’ (ITV1), ‘Sunday Night 
at the Palladium’ (ITV1), 
‘Live at the Apollo’ (BBC 
One), ‘Have I Got News For 
You’ (BBC One), ‘QI’ (BBC 
Two) and ‘The Royal Variety 
Performance’ (ITV1).
Jason Manford comes to 
Darlington Hippodrome for 

Dorothy Shenton

The family of the 
late Dorothy wish to 
thank relatives and 
friends for the cards, 
letters and telephone 
calls expressing their 
condolences.
Special thanks to all those 
who attended Dorothy’s 
funeral and for the 
donations made toward 
MIND and The British 
Heart Foundation.
Thanks also to St. Clare’s 
Court Care Home, 
especially for their care 
in the final weeks of 
Dorothy’s life, Revd 
Andy Bryer and Seaton 
Leng Funeral Directors 
for their kindness and 
support during this sad 
time, as well as Catering 
in Style for their services.

William Ryan
(Billy)

Passed away peacefully 
surrounded by his loving 
family on Thursday 20th 
February, aged 57 years.
A dearly loved Dad, 
Step-Dad and Grandad.
Beloved Son of the late 
Peter & Dinah; much 
loved Brother, Brother-
in-Law and Uncle and 
will by sadly missed by 
all of his many friends.
Funeral Service to take 
place in St. Mary’s R.C. 
Church, Newton Aycliffe 
on Thursday 5th March 
at 11.00am followed by 
committal at Wear Valley 
Crematorium, Coundon.
Would family and 
friends please meet at 
Church. Family flowers 
only please. Donations if 
so desired, to The Angel 
Trust.

one night only on Saturday 
31 July 2021. 
Tickets go on sale on Friday 
28 February at 10am. To 

book contact the Box Office 
on 01325 405405 or visit 
www.darlingtonhippodrome.
co.uk

Let your loved ones 
know you are thinking 
of them with a birthday 
announcement in the 

Newton News

David Swinton, Regional Volunteer Forum Chairman for 
Macmillan Cancer Support, visited Rotary Newton Aycliffe 
this week to accept a donation of £2,250.
This amazing sum was 40% of the total raised at our Rotary 
annual golf day held last September at, and with the support 
of, Woodham Golf and Country Club. The remaining 60% 
will go to Cancer Research UK for Cervical Cancer and other 
Rotary charities.
Pictured is David Swinton receiving the cheque from President 
Jean Thompson and holding those incredible numbers aloft 
are the organisers of the Golf Day, Rotarians David Hogg, 
Alan Nelson and Honorary Member Robert Manners.
Well done everyone!!

£2,250 Donation from 
Rotary to Macmillan

Racing this past week begin 
midweek with four members 
taking part in the Pie & Peas 
5k trail race organised by 
Muddy Roads. This took 
place at the Trimdon Grange 
Quarry Nature Reserve. 
However, it was also run in 
the dark so all runners had 
to wear head torches but of 
course the recent bad weather 
meant that it was very muddy 
and slippy underfoot. Bev 
Phillippo was first home for 
ARC in 34.59 followed by 
Ian Baronowski in 36.48, Jan 
McLuckie in 48.23 and Sam 
Baronowski in 48.23.
As always on Saturday we 
had many runners taking part 
in the various parkruns in the 
region. However, again the 
weather scuppered chances 
of PB’s. David Stothard 
however, completed his 250th 
parkrun at Sedgefield.
On Sunday there was another 
Muddy Roads 5k race. This 
was part of the winter trail 
series and was run in the 
grounds of Holme House 
Prison. It was a first for the 
course (3 laps) and ARC had a 
great turn out as this race is part 
of the club championships. 
Again the runners were 
running in difficult conditions 
with sections of the course 
suffering from flooding. 
Unfortunately at the time of 
writing the results weren’t 
available. However, John 
Surtees did win the race 
overall and his wife, Tracey 
Surtees, was first woman 
finisher.
In East Yorkshire we had 
three members make the 
relatively short journey to 
Pocklington near York for the 
Snake Lane 10 mile race. This 
is described as a relatively 
flat and fast 10 mile race and 
‘snakes’ its way through the 
East Yorkshire countryside. 
First home for ARC was Ste 

Sutheran in 1.08.29, followed 
by Rob Young in 1.13.42 and 
Angela Sutheran in a PB of 
1.22.41.
Further down the Country 
taking a battering on the 
coast was Helen Boyd who 
travelled to take part in the 
Brighton Half Marathon. She 
completed this in 2.35.38.
For anyone interested in 
joining the club, you can 
simply turn up at one of 
our sessions all of which 
start from the Oakleaf 
Complex in Newton Aycliffe. 
Monday night is beginners 
run at 6.30pm, Tuesday is 
endurance/speed session 
from 7.00pm and Thursday 
is a track session and this 
takes place at Shildon Track. 
Further details can be found 
on our website or facebook 
pages or alternatively you can 
message the club via facebook 
for more information.
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Free Delivery on Orders £10+
10% Off  Collections

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

TAKEAWAY
Monday to 
Wednesday

BANQUET SPECIAL

ONLY £9.95

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

Bengal..Lounge

OPEN
NEW YEARS EVE
FROM 4.30pm

BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £9.95

Available Thursday only
• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad
• Any Appetiser   • Any Main Course  • Any Rice or Nan

(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions applyTA
KE

 A
W

AY

THALI NIGHT
TUESDAY NIGHTS ONLY
ONLY £10.95

DINE IN

VALENTINES
BOOKINGS
Now Accepted

Mother’s Day Special
Sunday 22nd March
£11.95 - Book your table now

DINE INDINE IN

WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY
BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £10.95

Per Person

OPEN Christmas Day
Taking bookings now

Call us 01325 313326 to book your table
Deposit required when booking

BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £9.95

Available Thursday only
• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad

• Any Appetiser   • Any Main Course
• Any Rice or Nan

(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions applyTA
KE

 A
W

AY
Now taking bookings for

VALENTINE’S DAY
Valentines Special 
£28.95 per couple
Poppodoms & pickles - Any two 
starters - Any two main courses 

- Any rice and naan bread
Between two people - T&C apply

THIS 

WEEKEND

Last weekend, Durham 
Water Polo Club, Sedgefield 
Water Polo Club and 
Durham University came 
together to host their first 
joint charity tournament at 
Freeman’s Quay.  Players 
of all ages and abilities 
took part. While younger 
members gave their all in 
races and games needing 
water polo skills in the 
shallow end, teams of older 
players fought out tough 
and exciting games of mini 
polo in the deep end. This 
gave way to some exciting, 
fast paced and challenging 

games in the whole pool 
2m depth, culminating in a 
tense final. Some impressive 
displays of skill were seen 
and all participants put in 
maximum effort, ably and 
enthusiastically cheered on 
by a crowd of family and 
friends. Generous donations 
to a raffle meant the teams 
raised funds for NEPACS 
and Pink Ribbon Foundation 
whilst the University 
donated to MIND.
If you don’t know about 
water polo, a rough way to 
describe it is a something 
like basketball and football 

crossed with rugby. Players 
‘tread water’ to remain afloat, 
tackle each other, swim fast, 
pass the ball using one hand 
and try to land the ball in the 
back of a net having defeated 
the defence and beaten the 
goalie. It’s exciting, fast 
paced and players develop a 
high level of fitness. Anyone 
interested in trying the sport 
can contact either of the 
clubs by email:  Durham:  
d u r h a m c i t y s e c r e t a r y @
gmail.com; Sedgefield: 
sedgef ieldw p@hot mai l .
com; or University: 
DUwaterpolo@yahoo.com

WATER POLO CLUBS 
TEAM UP FOR CHARITY

Students from Woodham 
Academy have recently 
returned from their annual 
snowsports trip to the 
Aosta Valley in Italy.  The 
group skied and boarded in 
the resort of Pila which has 
stunning panoramic views 
of the border of Switzerland 
which includes famous 
landmarks such as Mont 
Blanc and the Matterhorn.  
The group, with 52 
students, acquitted 
themselves extremely 
well and showed excellent 
character and resilience 
whilst overcoming the 
challenges presented to 
them. In addition to daily 
snowsports tuition, students 
enjoyed an extensive après-
ski programme which 
included a tour of the town 
of Aosta where there are 
many Roman ruins that are 
over 2000 years old.  
Mr Morgans, Deputy 
Headteacher at Woodham, 
said: “With the 2 trips 
we’ve offered this winter, 
we have taken over 70 
students to the Aosta 
Valley. It’s wonderful 
to see the huge strides 
students make in so many 
different ways when they’re 
participating in such a trip.  
Along with activities like 
The Duke of Edinburgh 
Awards scheme, these 
opportunities demonstrate 
Woodham Academy’s 
continual commitments, 
to offering educational 
experiences beyond that of 
the formal curriculum.

Woodham Ski Trip to Italy

Over 40 people attended 
‘In This Together’s’ first 
Walk and Talk event on 
Sunday 23rd February. 
The two mile walk took the 
group from Stephenson 
Way, through the Burn 
to Burn Lane, up past 
Cobblers and down 
through Bluebell Way, 
back to the start.
There were people of all 
ages including children 
and local MP Paul Howell 
also attended.
The walks will run once a 
fortnight with the next one 
planned for Sunday 8th 
March at 11.00am, setting 
off from Stephenson Way.
‘In This Together’ hope 
the walks will help people 
to get out and about, talk 
about mental health and 
improve overall wellness.
Everyone is welcome and 
we hope to see more and 
more people attend each 
time.
Follow us on Facebook, 
search inthistogetherne 

for updates and further 
information.

WALK AND TALK, 
IN THIS TOGETHER

Employers 
Invited to 
Support 

Their 
Working 
Carers

A scheme is being offered 
to organisations to help 
employers support members 
of their workforce who are 
also unpaid carers.
Durham County Council’s 
Employers for Carers scheme 
is an umbrella partnership 
with Darlington Borough 
Council and Carers UK to 
ensure small to medium 
enterprises (SMEs) are well-
equipped with the tools to 
support their employees who 
are also carers. 
The free service gives 
employers in the area a 
comprehensive online 
solution to support employees 
who provide unpaid care 
for someone who is older, 
disabled or seriously ill. 
Offered in the scheme is 
guidance for managers and 
unpaid carers, e-learning for 
inductions and line managers, 
information on the law, and 
advice on developing good, 
carer-friendly practices. 
This month, local SMEs 
were invited to an event to 
learn more about Employers 
for Carers and how their 
organisation could benefit 
from support through the 
scheme.
Invitations are open for SMEs 
to sign up for the Employers 
for Carers scheme.
Organisations in County 
Durham and Darlington can 
email Jenni.Wood@dccarers.
org or telephone 0300 005 
1213

In an effort to provide easier 
ways to book rail journeys, a 
local railway station has more 
than tripled staffing over the 
past few months to provide 
customers with the ability to 
book rail journeys with ease.  
Bishop Trains, who manage 
the independent rail travel 
centre at Bishop Auckland 
Station, is extremely proud 
to have employed all of 
their staff from the local 
community, most straight 
from school.  
“In addition to the counter 
service provided at the 
station, customers can now 
book their rail journey from 
the comfort of their own home 

Railway Station 
Triples Employment

by simply calling the travel 
centre on 01388-661394. This 
is an exciting addition to our 
services which we are certain 
will increase our already high 
customer satisfaction. Rail 
fares can often be difficult 
to understand, therefore our 
new telephone sales line 
provides the opportunity for 
anyone in the U.K. to speak 
to a rail ticket specialist 
who can advise on the best 
and cheapest way to travel”, 
said Luke Holmes, Head 
of Community Relations at 
Bishop Trains. 
For more information, visit 
www.ba-rail.co.uk or call 
01388 661394.


