
LOW PRICES ON NEW
• Doors • Windows • Conservatories •
• Porches • Guttering • Facias •
• Soffits • Brickwork • Door Canopies •

We also complete all aspects of
repair work on:  • Misted Units •
• Broken Locks • Leaks •

For a sensible, no obligation quotation
07816 675935 anytime or 304286 after 6pm

THE WINDOW GUYTHE WINDOW GUY
DOOR
SALE

NOW ON

Download the Whitehouse 
Funeral Service App

f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e

T: 01325 318600 (24hr)
Surtees House  Hilton Road  Newton Aycliffe  DL5 6EN

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

Bengal Lounge

THALI NIGHT
TUESDAY NIGHTS ONLY
ONLY £10.95

DINE IN

Our own prepayment plans available  
59A Bondgate / Darlington / DL3 7JR 

A family firm, est. 1891 

01325 465 647 
24 hours, day and night 

Scooters from £295

Adjustable Beds from £595
• Wheelchairs, Bath Lifts and Stair Lifts
• No Obligation, FREE Home Demonstration
• Service and Repair service (at your home)

Lift Recline Chairs from £495

M.V. MOBILITY
MOBILE SHOWROOM

Part exchange welcome, written details on request, accept all major credit cards

Call Michael on
01325 931032

or 0191 484 6172
Established 2003

Bedroom
Image

Sliding Wardrobes
Manufactured in our Newton Aycliffe Factory

www.bedrooomimage.co.uk
Visit our new studio at:

24 Cockerton Green, Darlington DL3 9EU

Telephone (01325) 464100
or

Middlesbrough and Washington
Telephone 0191 417 9174

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

Fault Finding / Repairs Qualifi ed Electrician
Extra Lights and Sockets Reliable Service
New Fuse Boards / Alarms Tidy Work
Rewires   Free Quote
Landlord Inspections  Satisfaction Guaranteed

ELECTRIC RISE
RECLINERS

by Sherborne and
Celebrity with

5 years warranty

OVER 20 IN
STOCK FOR
IMMEDIATE
DELIVERY

Manual Recliners and
Settees to match

Park outside and shop
at leisure or a selection
can be brought to your

door, free of charge

Est.                                           1898

FREE Measure and Fitting
“buy direct from the factory and save ££££s”

SPECIAL!!! Call before noon, Monday to 
Friday and ask about our same day appointments 

and next day fitting on vertical blinds.
Same Day Collection on Louvres only

Phone Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive,

Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AU
www.siestablinds.com  -  info@siestablinds.com

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you though those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

Cobblers Hall Village Centre
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

Tel: (01325) 319519

FeastLand
8 Bury Road

01325 300203

SUNDAY
LUNCH

£6.00 Delivered
11am to 1pm

Call Lesley on

01325 300203
www.FeastLand.co.uk

Newton News, Blue Bridge Centre, St. Cuthberts Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co Durham DL5 6DS  -  Tel: 01325 300212
Editor: syd@newtonnews.co.uk  •  Advertising: paul@newtonnews.co.uk

Incorporating “The Newtonian” - Aycliffe’s Community Newspaper

www.newtonnews.co.uk - No. 1 website for local news

Aycliffe Radio working in partnership with Newton News
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk

Friday 23rd March 2018 First Published in 1948 and still FREE

elachi
indian restaurant

1 Upper Beveridge Walkway
Town Centre DL5 4EE
(next to StevenRussell)

Tel: 01325 316516

All You Can Eat Bu� et
Wednesday and Sunday (5.30-9pm) - £9.95

Friday and Saturday (5.30-9pm) - £11.95
(Kids up to 6 years free, up to 10 years half price)

A La Carte Menu also available
Monday and Tuesday Banquet Special - £9.95

www.elachirestaurant.co.uk

Bundle 1
3 x Polo Shirts
1 x Sweatshirt
1 x Fleece
1 x Work Trousers
1 x Softshell
For £85.00

Unit 12, Evans Business Centre
Durham Way South 

Aycliffe Business Park
T: 07870 883313

E: sales@nawsltd.net

Newton Aycliffe
Workwear Supplies Ltd

Remember to put
your clocks forward 

one hour this weekend

Residents Oppose Livin’s 
Regeneration Scheme
Plans for West Ward Area Flawed

The Great Aycliffe 
Residents Association 
(GARA) has taken the 
lead in a fight to protect 
residents in the Western 
Area Regeneration Scheme 
proposed by Livin. 
We will look to the Town 
Council and our MP Phil 
Wilson for support as well 
as the home owners and all 
tenants adversely affected by 
Livin’s Option No 3.
Livin put a bid in to the 
Government for Funds for 
a regeneration scheme and 
were awarded  £284,000 
from the Ministry of 
Housing, Communities and 
Local Government (HCLG).
The aim was to finalise the 
exercise by April this year 
and present a Master-plan 
to the  government to bid for 
funds for the Regeneration 
Scheme in the six streets in 
West Ward.
In the consultation exercise,  
three options were given to 
residents  and attempts were 
made to get responses from 
all on the estate. 
The estate comprises six 
streets, part of the West 
Ward, in Newton Aycliffe. 
and according to Livin has 
571 Houses of which at least 
50% are Home Owners, 
some private landlords and 

the rest Livin tenants.
Livin concluded it had 3 
options:
Option 1  - Improvement to 
existing homes;
Option 2 - Property 
improvements and new 
build  infill;
Option  3 includes: 
Complete Demolition of 
existing estate and a new 
estate layout and design.
For full details of these 
options go to:   https://
western.livin.co.uk/ Or 
to:    greataycliffe.com  then 
GARA notice board page. 
Cllr Arun Chandran 
Secretary of GARA said 
“During my conversations 
with the Livin/PCP team it 
became apparent that under 
Option 3  Livin are planning 
to reduce the number of 
Livin Tenancies by 100 on 
the estate.” Unbelievable 
when the country faces a 
housing 
“Right from the outset of my 
involvement, I consistently 
pointed out that Livin 
needed to make clear exactly 
how Home Owners stand 
and Private Landlords with 
regard to their Freehold 
Properties and the financial 
implications”.    
“Last week I resigned as a 
Champion because Livin 
had failed to provide any 
information on this matter.  
Meanwhile  I was receiving 
e-mails and being stopped in 
the street by residents.
In my email: I said: “It is a 
fact that cannot be disputed, 
that Option 3 cannot be 
supported nor chosen by 
people as an option, who 

own their own home, until 
and unless Livin are able to 
say what precisely it will do 
for them.
1. Provide like for like 
replacement
2. Provide a package which 
a) protects the value of the 
Home Owners share of the 
property  and Livin’s share 
b) protects the Home Owner 
from any costs whatsoever   
ie no re- mortgage, no rent
3. Many people bought their 
homes on the basis having 
no more rent or mortgage 
to pay and took retirement 
etc on that basis, and some 
improved their houses.  
They could not now be in a 
position to be moved out, be 
provided with a like for like 
replacement, and  then afford 
to pay rent or a mortgage 
where there plans never 
envisaged it for the rest of 
their lives.  
4. If Compulsory Purchase 
Orders (CPO) further down 
the line were used it would 
not enable  people to buy like 
for like replacement where 
they live or in most other 
parts of the Town.  It would 
rob people of what they 
worked and paid for most 
of their lives, and in many 
cases cause homelessness 
and destitution.
5. If livin were to say provide 
like for like replacement, 
but only put a charge on the 
property  to recover their 
value on resale that would 
be a significant progressive 
move, but it could mean 
Livin not getting their share 
of the value of the property 
for up to 30 years or more. 
So any government money 
would need to cover that 
funding gap on Livin’s 
accounts, and not burden 
existing Home Owners with 
the cost and debt. 
6. Option 3 could be dropped 
by Livin but that is down to 
them, and what Agenda they 
have.  I am neither naive 
nor stupid not to believe 
that Livin have their own 
objectives in mind, and I 
have no issue with that, but 
failure to provide any clarity 
to Home Owners on  
7. Option 3   leaves people to 
draw their own conclusions.  
Saying it might not happen 
till 10 or 15 years down the 
line is not a good enough 
excuse for Home Owners 
and the potential for Blight 
because of the threat 
underlining CPO, on house 
sales or home improvements. 
8. I will await further 
information from yourself 

Continued on Page 2



Sheraton Road, Newton Aycliffe DL5 5NU

“Let Us Entertain You”

March Entertainment Guide
Friday 9th  “The Beer Monkeys”, £3 entry
Saturday 10th  Table Top/Craft Fair, 11am-4pm 
  in aid of Clear & Care for the Community
Friday 16th  “The Hudson Sisters”, Tickets £5
  in aid of Great Aycliffe Cancer Support Group
Saturday 17th  Aycliffe Soul Club, £4 entry
Tuesday 20th  Kids Disco, 5pm-8pm, £1 entry
Friday 23rd  Rotary Club Big Gig with “Groovy Street”
  and a Guest Appearance by Shanaya
  in aid of MRI Scanner Appeal, Tickets £7.50
Saturday 24th  Disco Night, Tickets £2.50 or £3 otd
Friday 30th  John Melvin Karaoke & Disco, 7pm, £2 entry
  The Lounge Soul Session, Free admission
Saturday 31st  “Little Fix” -  Clear & Care for the Community (S/O)
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THE TURBINIA
* Saturday Night Live *

The Very Best of Rock  -  NO Cover Charge (unless stated)

Saturday 24th March - “606”
606 are a rock band based in the North East of England. We play covers from the likes of Led 
Zeppelin, Bon Jovi, Bad Company, Biffy Clyro, Bad Company, Foo Fighters, AC/DC, Free, RHCP, 
Thin Lizzy and Metallica.
Stars of the massive ‘Fake Festival’ at Roundhay Park in Leeds.
Review: “Excellent band. Saw them play The Fat Ox and will definitely be seeing them again. Great 
all round mixed rock night. Especially loved them playing AC/DC and Metallica.”

Saturday 31st March - “Mugshot”
For more information on bands go to

www.turbiniapub.co.uk or 313034
Free Function Room - Free Disco/Karaoke

FOOD SERVED ALL DAY
Locally sourced fresh food and a good range of cask ales

Lunch and Tea� me Menu
Monday to Thursday 12noon-6.00pm
Friday and Saturday 12noon-5.00pm

George & Dragon
LIGHT BITE SET MENU SPECIAL

Choose from 1 course £7.95
2 courses £9.95 or 3 courses £12.95

Available Monday to Friday 12noon - 6.00pm

MONDAY NIGHT - CREATE YOUR OWN PARMO
with choice of toppings

MONDAY & TUESDAY - TWO DINE FOR £20.00
Choose from our “Specials” menu

WEDNESDAY - PIE NIGHT
6.00pm-9.00pm - choice of 4 homemade pies 

served with mushy peas, chips and salad

THURSDAY - GRILL NIGHT
6.00pm-9.00pm - mix and match any 2 meals from the

grill menu and receive a free bo� le of house wine
All our steaks are 10oz or over!

Check out our “Steak of the Week Off er” on Facebook

SUNDAY LUNCH
12noon-6.00pm - Bookings advisable

LIVE MUSIC TWICE A MONTH
Call to see when our next Music Event is on

George & Dragon
4 East Green, Heighington - Tel: 01325 313152

www.georgeanddragonheighingtonvillage.co.uk

KIDS EAT FREE
Monday to Saturday 12-6.00pm - Please ring for details

NEWTON NEWS
NEWTON NEWS is published and 
printed by Newton Press, which was first 
established in 1948 and incorporates “The 
Newtonian”. Visit the on-line version at 
www.newtonnews.co.uk
DISCLAIMER Newton News cannot be 
held responsible for advertisers offering 
goods or services. As a general rule we would 
advise anyone NOT to part with any money 
until the order has been completed to your 
full satisfaction. All information is correct, 
to the best of our knowledge, at the time of 
printing. Newton News accepts articles in 
good faith and takes no responsibility for 
errors and/or omissions.

SHERATON ROAD, NEWTON AYCLIFFE
Co. DURHAM DL5 5NU
T: 01325 312949

Presents

WITH SUPPORT FROM

EASTER SUNDAY AFTERNOON
1st APRIL, 2018 FROM 3.30pm

Advance Tickets £5 / On The Door £7.50

(Livin) on the issue re Home 
Owners on Option 3.  I think 
14 days is sufficient, after 
that time, as Secretary of 
the Great Aycliffe Residents 
Association, having already 
discussed this with the 
Management Committee we 
will convene a Special Public 
Meeting and invite Home 
Owners, Tenants and Livin.  
Losing 100 Livin Tenants 
from the estate will also cause 
interest and consternation 
considering this country 
faces a housing shortage!.  
Arun on behalf of  GARA 
has made extensive enquiries 
regarding regeneration 
schemes around the country.  
In every case he found the 
Social Landlord or Council 
starts off with a scheme, 
consults and promises 
complete like for like 
replacement to get consents, 
then submits the scheme 
to HCLG Dept for Funds 
and Compulsory Purchase 
powers, then reneges on 
the promises and uses CPO 

powers to force out Home 
Owners and basically 
appropriate their Freehold.  
Arun said “I have to draw 
the conclusion that Livin 
clearly want Option 3. That 
being  aware themselves, of 
the consequences for Home 
Owners  (at least 285 by 
my count) of Compulsory 
Purchase re Option 3. Since its 
inception.  That they appear 
to have withheld the details 
of that from residents whilst 
conducting this exercise of 
consultation so that they 
could get to the stage where 
Option 3 was then finalised 
in a Master Plan.” Then, if 
no major objections were 
received from the residents,  
to put the Masterplan Bid in 
the HCLG Dept/ Secretary of 
State, and bid for regeneration 
funds for that Option, and 
that a Compulsory Purchase 
Order would be sought if the 
funds were granted.”
“There is nothing unsound 
regarding the properties on 
the Estate that would warrant 
or justify complete demolition 
of the whole estate in the 
public Interest,  nothing to 
justify sequestration of Home 
Owners of their properties. 
Effectively robbing them 
blind. No justification for 
reducing Livin Tenancies by 
100.”
When people are crying 
out for Social Housing  the 
sums just don’t add up for 
Option 3: Demolishing the 
estate, rebuild infrastructure, 
roads services etc,    Build 
Executive Houses for sale on 
the Whinlatter area,   build 
some bungalows,   then build 
houses on a rent to buy, as 
well as build to sell.   How 
do 285 Home Owners figure 
in this. And if 100 less Livin 
Tenants will be rehoused on 
the estate that a loss of rent 
income annually of approx. 
£500,000. If CPO is used 
Home Owners will not get 
like for like on the Estate or 
anywhere else on the Town 
without having to get a new 

mortgage or to rent.  A lot 
of home owners bought their 
houses (soundly built) to not 
rent or mortgage and would 
be facing homelessness or 
destitution for the rest of their 
lives.
CPO compensation does 
not allow for like-for-like 
replacement. Is it Livin’s idea 
that Home Owners use the 
CPO compensation to buy 
part of a new house on the 
rebuilt estate then force them 
to pay mortgage or rent for the 
balance of the value?
This goes against Natural 
Justice, Human Rights re 
ECHR and the Public Interest. 
GARA will support resident 
rights every step of the way.
Livin have known about 
the consequence on Home 
Owners on Option 3 and 
never said a word as to how 
they proposed to deal with it.
Livin use York Hill Estate, 
Spennymoor as an example 
of a successful scheme, but 
do not mention how they dealt 
with Home Owners there.
OPTION 2 SEEMS THE 
ONLY VIABLE OPTION.
Cllr Arun M Chandran 
Secretary, GARA.
arunmchandran@aol.com
Syd Howarth MBE Chairman  
syd@newtonpress.net
Cllr Ken Robson, Vice 
Chairman
Cllr Bob Fleming, Cllr Derek 
Atkinson
Eddy Wood, Barry 
Hutchinson Treasurer
Bill Curtis, Horndale RA, 
Williamfield RA, Wasps 
(simpasture) RA, ACORN 
RA, Neville RA
GARA will keep people 
informed and may be calling 
a public meeting soon.  Watch 
for details.
Our MP Phil Wilson 
said: “I’m aware of the 
regeneration options for 
West Ward and I am seeking 
a meeting with Livin to 
see how they intend taking 
any proposals forward and 
the impact on the local 
community.’

Regeneration Scheme Opposed
Continued from Front Page

Exciting new partnership 
between Jacksons 
Coffeehouse on Aycliffe 
Business Park and Janie’s 
Pantry based in Bishop 
Auckland will bring 
freshly sourced homemade 
sandwiches and light lunch 
options to the popular 
coffeehouse.
Both Jacksons and Janie’s 
pantry are delighted 
to be able to support 
one another’s business 
and believe this new 
collaboration will attract 
more customers and 
opportunities to branch 
out and bring great locally 
produced food to Aycliffe 
residents. Janie’s Pantry 
supply sandwiches which 
are made from only the 
finest locally sourced 
ingredients and hold a 5* 
rating.
Jacksons is open from 
8am to 5pm Monday to 
Thursday, 8am to 3pm 
on Friday and 12pm to 
4:30pm on Sundays. Based 
within the Xcel Centre 
site it’s close to town and 

Coffeehouse Supports Local Supplier
has fantastic promotions 
running throughout the 
week, including ‘Morning 
brew’ (bagel or teacake 
with an Illy filter coffee) for 
just £1.99 or ‘Noon Special’ 
(soup and a roll) for only 
£2.99 as well as the new 
range of sandwiches from 
Janie’s Pantry.



HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?
We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.

Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£49.00 inc VAT (per will) and Free Home Visit

During the day or evening
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE

PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

 Members of the Society of Will Writers
 F.Inst.PA (Qualifi ed Paralegal)

www.newtonnews.co.uk                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      PAGE 3

CHIROPODIST
& PODIATRIST

Lorraine Tostevin BSc (Hons), MChS

01325 529000 or 07585 935714
Peaseway Clinic, 2 Pease Way Newton Aycliff e

2 Pease Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co Durham  DL5 5NH

www.peaseway.com    Tel: 01325 320 216    Fax: 01325 304 396   

Limited spaces, please 
call 01325 320 216 
to book your place

Please use the entrance off Stephenson Way.

Come along, bring a friend and 
discover the SKIN, LASER and 

BEAUTY TREATMENTS on offer.

The live demonstrations will include our
NEW TATTOO REMOVAL LASER. 

Enjoy refreshments, enter our free prize
draw and don’t miss the special

discount available only on the night.

Visit www.peaseway.com for full details.

Open Evening
Tuesday 21st February
Doors open at 6.30pm

FeastLand
8 Bury Road - 300203

MEALS ON
WHEELS

Hot Meals Delivered 
Daily at Lunchtime

Call Lesley to discuss 
your requirements on

01325 300203
www.FeastLand.co.uk

Funeralcare

Newton Aycliffe Funeralcare 
Oakcliffe Cottage, 
Macmillan Road, DL5 4LH

01325 300 510

Providing a caring personal service  

24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

www.coop.co.uk/funeralcare

FNC0317331392-2_Newton_Aycliffe_ad.indd   1 15/05/2017   15:33

VEHICLES WANTED
INSTANT CASH ON COLLECTION

Vans, Jeeps, Trucks, Bikes, etc.
Runners, Non-Runners, Untaxed, DVLA 

Notifi ed, Lost Keys or Log Book - No Problem.
Same Day Collection - Best Prices Paid.

Nothing Too Big or Too Small
Also Buyers of Batteries & Catalytic Convertors.

FREE COLLECTION AVAILABLE
From 7am until 9pm - 7 Days a Week
For Further Details Call Jimmy on

07407 510407
JB VEHICLE RECYCLING - FULLY LICENSED CARRIER

LOFT SERVICES
STORAGE SPACE IN A DAY

Hatch, Ladder, Lights and Flooring

ALL FOR £430.00
CALL PETER FOR ADVICE

Loft  /  Day Room  /  Bedroom  /  Velux Windows
Kitchens  /  Garage Conversions also Available

07970 348235 or 01325 255722
Visit our website www.dpsloftservices.co.uk

email: dpsloftservices@hotmail.co.uk

NHS Trust Fundraiser 
Pat Chambers shows 
her delight in receiving 
a £3,000 cheque from 
Honest John for the 
MRI Scanner Appeal. 
This is John’s second 

Scanner Appeal’s Big Boost
On Tuesday 27th March at 7:30pm in Bishop Auckland 
Town Hall, John Clare, local councillor and former teacher 
at Greenfield is speaking at the Bishop Auckland Civic 
Society on the History of Newton Aycliffe – ‘The Last 
12,000 Years’.  You can get tickets (which cost £2) online 
here: bit.ly/HOABACS or by phoning 03000 269524.
The history of Newton Aycliffe is amazing – with new things 
being discovered all the time – and John promises to be 
interesting!  So he hopes people will be able to attend to hear 
about our town’s inspiring story.
“Some people have asked me why I am giving this talk in 
Bishop Auckland, not Newton Aycliffe.  The answer is that 
they asked me.  If you run a group and want me to tell you 
about the wonderful history of Aycliffe, just ask – and I’ll do 
it for free!  The more people who know and appreciate what 
a thrilling heritage we have, the happier I’ll be.” said John.

Former Teacher’s Talk 
on Aycliffe HistoryIf you have any unwanted glasses please drop them off at 

Specsavers who will send them to people in need in poor 
countries.
Specsavers in Newton Aycliffe have donated 200 pairs of 
glasses to the charity Vision Aid overseas. 
They recycle glasses and use the funds generated to help 
build vision centres, train local eyecare workers and deliver 
eyecare services to remote and isolated communities in five 
African nations.

Save Specs for Specsavers

Students at Greenfield 
Community College, 
Sunnydale Campus were 
highly entertained recently 
by full-time professional 
magician Steve Price. 
Steve is one of the UK’s 
busiest and most established 
magicians and he used his 
astonishing magical skills to 
amaze and amuse students 
from Year 7 and Year 8.  
He has over 15 years of 
performing experience and 
has worked at thousands of 
venues around the world.
Steve will soon be performing 
in Madeira, Peru, Tahiti, 
Iceland, the Azores and the 
Indian Ocean!  Greenfield 
students really enjoyed the 
performance, his unique 
blend of laughs, mystery 
and stunning sleight of hand 
captivated his audience 
and left them feeling that 
Steve really could do the 
IMPOSSIBLE.
All of the students who were 
lucky enough to see the show 
were amazed by his talents, 
Harley, Year 8 said ‘Steve’s 
performance was mind 
boggling and thoroughly 
entertaining” and Gracie, 
Year 7 thought that it was 
‘unbelievable and so funny’.
Thank you to the Reverend 
David Tomlinson for 
arranging the event on behalf 
of Greenfield Community 
College, the event was a real 
success and one the students 
will remember.

Impossible Magician 
Visits Greenfield

Newton Aycliffe
Sports Club
SUE SWEENEY
Thursday 29th March

Come and join us on Maunday
Thursday (29th March) from 7.30pm - 

we have Sue Sweeney, the North East’s 
favourite comedienne, radio presenter 

and event host, plus disco. 
Why not start your Easter

weekend with a good laugh,
music, dancing and a few drinks!!
TICKETS £5 available from bar.

ON SALE  from Thursday 

22nd March - John Smiths

Newton 
Aycliffe
Sports
Club

The North East’s
favourite comedienne,

radio presenter
& event host.

contribution to the cause 
emphasising how vital this 
equipment is for the health 
and welfare of people in 
this area.
Modern day scanners are 
more accurate and can 

diagnose health problems 
quickly in a more 
comfortable environment 
with the machinery 
being less noisy and 
claustrophobic.” I urge 
everyone to support the 
appeal” said John.
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How to Get Involved:
TUNE IN - Tune in to our Presenter’s shows and support your local radio 
station.
VOLUNTEER - Help out at the station by becoming a presenter or volunteer.
SPONSOR - Sponsor a show, presenter or the station for a nominal fee.
ORGANISATIONS - You are invited to come along and record a 5 minute info 
slot about your club.
ADVERTISE - Could your business benefi t from advertising on Aycliffe 
Radio?
LOCAL BAND/CHOIR - Send us a pre-recorded session of your set or invite us 
along to record for you.
SCHOOLS - We can attend and record your Concerts, Performances, 
Presentations to be played on air.
PUBS/CLUBS - Send us your upcoming events and our presenters will 
promote them during their shows.
EVENTS - If you are organising an event, why not let us help you promote it?

HOW TO TUNE IN
Aycliffe Radio is an internet based station

TO TUNE IN YOU REQUIRE ACCESS TO THE
INTERNET OR A WI-FI HOT SPOT

You can listen directly via our website

www.ayclifferadio.co.uk
click the red “Listen Live” link in the top

right hand corner of the home page

Alternatively you can download our Free App from Google Play or 
Apple Store, search “Aycliffe Radio” download and install

**** UPDATED APP NOW AVAILABLE ****
To continue listening please update your App

Aycliffe Radio is also available on

TUNEIN
Simply say “Alexa Play Aycliffe Radio on Tunein”
(TuneIn App shouLd be enabled and emphasise the “A” in Aycliffe)

Contact Aycliffe Radio via:

Facebook or Twitter
Text: 07512 253333
Email: info@ayclifferadio.co.uk

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NEWTON AYCLIFFE
TOWN CENTRE MANAGEMENT
“Aycliffe Town Centre . . . Shopping for You”

Blue Bridge Centre, St. Cuthberts Way, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6DS
AYCLIFFE RADIO

Special Thanks to our Sponsors:

HONEST JOHN

Recently colleagues from the Japanese Embassy visited the UTC South Durham with 
sponsor partner Hitachi Rail Europe. The college has a specialism of engineering and 
advanced manufacturing, raising the aspirations of students in the STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics) vital to the UK economy. 
Staff and students were thrilled to welcome their visitors, and colleagues from the embassy 
toured the UTC, meeting staff and students, trying out some of the engineering equipment. 
The visitors met some of the next generation of engineers with Year 10 and Year 12 students 
showing visitors around the building and encouraging them to try virtual welding! 
UTC South Durham is a state funded Technical School and College with a specialism in 
Engineering and Advanced Manufacture on Aycliffe Business Park.

Aycliffe UTC Receive Visit 
from Japanese Embassy“THE SHACK”

The “FEEL GOOD FILM 
SHOW” at St Clare’s Church 
on TUESDAY 27th MARCH 
features the 2017 drama 
“THE SHACK” based on the 
2007 book of the same name.  
Starring Sam Worthington 
and Octavia Spencer.  
After suffering a tragedy 
which shatters his life and 
causes him to doubt his faith, 
Mack Phillips receives a 
mysterious note inviting him 
to meet at a cabin.  To find 
out what happens there you 
must come to see the film; it 
is well worth seeing.   
EVERYONE IS WELCOME   
Tea and coffee are served at 
1pm, included in the £2, and 
the film starts at 1.15pm.   
A variety of chairs are 
provided for your comfort, 
and tables so that you can 
bring a spot of lunch to eat 
while you enjoy a great film 
in friendly company.   For 
further details ring Ric 
Hargreaves  01325 316755.

Film Show

St. Elizabeth’s Mother and 
Toddlers Group will be on 
holiday 27th March and 
3rd April, re opening 10th 
April. 
We have 3 places left and 
would love to welcome you. 
Further information from 
Norma on 01325 312930.

3 Vacancies at 
Toddler Group

Teesside Company Fast 
Track and the occupants 
of Fast Track House in 
Stockton on Tees have raised 
a massive £2410 towards our 
MRI Scanner Appeal for 
Darlington Memorial and 
Bishop Auckland Hospitals.
Company Directors Colin 
Harkness (pictured left) and 
Duncan Crocker (pictured 
right) were inspired to get 
busy fundraising when Colin’s 
dad Robert Harkness was 
part of a fundraising team at 
Barnard Castle Rotary. Colin 
said “I couldn’t just leave it to 
my dad who set up his very 
first justgiving page to do the 
fundraising, we’ve a lot of 
our staff live over in County 
Durham and Duncan lives in 
Croft, so it was important to 
us that we became involved.”
Duncan Crocker continued 
saying “Our PA Nicola 
Mealing (pictured centre) is 
passionate about fundraising 
so she became inspirational 
in organising a raffle, selling 
tickets to our staff and 
pulling in some fantastic 
prizes including spa breaks! 
Nicola and the staff in Fast 
Track House raised £1205.00 
through the raffle and as a 
business, we decided to match 
fund that amount.”
Pat Chambers Charity 

Manager for CDDFT said, 
“The fundraising all started 
through Robert really, I 
met him at a French themed 
evening through Barnard 
Castle Rotary, he was totally 
passionate about being able 
to help us, even setting up his 
first ever justgiving page – he 
then mentioned to Colin what 
he was doing and everything 
snowballed from there. We’re 
totally delighted with the 
amount that has been raised, 
well above expectation and are 
grateful for the support of all 
the staff at Fast Track House.”
If you can organise a 
fundraiser for our MRI 
Campaign please email pat.
chambers1@nhs.net or call 
Pat on 07770455651 to discuss  
your ideas.

Fast Track into MRI 
Appeal Campaign

Following the huge success 
of last year’s event, which 
delivered the biggest and 
busiest show yet, DL Business 
Expo returns on 17th May 
2018. 
DL Business Expo provides a 
unique opportunity for local 
businesses to showcase their 
products and services and is a 
great networking opportunity 
for the local business 
community. Last year’s DL 
Business Expo attracted over 
60 exhibitors and over 400 
attendees.  
This year’s event will once 
again be hosted and sponsored 
by the Mowden Park Rugby 
Club in Darlington, a great 
local venue, based close to 
good commuter routes.
The event kicks off with The 
Big Breakfast, a networking 
event, 8.00am until 10.00am 
which is sponsored by 
Resilience Business Systems 
and The Shred Centre.  The 
exhibition then opens and will 
run through to 2.00pm.
If you are looking to get a new 
business idea up and running, 
or you are looking to expand 
your existing business, DL 
Business Expo is a must. 

This year’s event is going to 
have more exhibition space 
available to businesses and is 
a networking opportunity you 
do not want to miss. 
Get valuable advice, support 
and solutions from a range 
of businesses including 
solicitors, manufacturers, 
training suppliers, 
accountants, IT providers, 
marketing service providers, 
funding specialists and many 
more. 
Sharon Hutchinson, 
Managing Director and 
Chair of Darlington Business 
Club said: “This year we 
are stripping the event right 
back to its core purpose of 
creating opportunities for 
local businesses to network 
and showcase their products 
and services. The Darlington 
Business Club team are 
committed to delivering real 
value to the local business 
community and the DL 
Business Expo is a key part of 
that plan. We’ll be announcing 
further plans for DL Business 
Expo 2018 over the coming 
months.”
DL Business Expo 2018 is 
your opportunity to expand 

your business, identify 
opportunities, generate leads, 
gain inspiration, and get deals 
done! With up to 65 exhibitors 
and a sizeable number of key 
business connections to be 
made throughout the day, this 
is the event for your business.
If you are a member of 
Darlington Business Club or 
a local business based in a DL 
postcode and are interested 
in exhibiting at DL Business 
Expo 2018, please visit www.
dlexpo.co.uk or contact 
Darlington Business Club, 
info@darlingtonbusinessclub.
co.uk. Individuals interested 
in registering as a visitor for 
the event can do so at www.
dlexpo.co.uk.  Admission 
is free to attend the event.  
For more information on 
how to join Darlington 
Business Club, visit www.
darlingtonbusinessclub.co.uk.
Key Sponsors include: 
Mowden Park Rugby Club, 
Resilience Business Systems, 
The Shred Centre, Business 
Central and Endeavour 
Partnership. Interested in 
sponsoring DL Business 
Expo 2018? Please contact 
Darlington Business Club.

Opportunities for Local 
Businesses at DL Expo
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The benefits of a funeral plan

• Protection against rising funeral costs

• Ability to create the right funeral plan for you
• Personal service and expertise from your local 

funeral director 

• Tailor-made plans with flexible payment options

• Will option available as part of your plan

Call us on 
(01325) 319519

Email us at
funeralplans@gordonfletcher.co.uk

Gordon Fletcher & Sons is one of the oldest
established family businesses in Spennymoor,
County Durham.
The business has grown over the years 
and is now entering its fourth generation,
expanding with the building of additional
premises at nearby Ferryhill, Co. Durham in
1997 and more recently at Newton Aycliffe,
Co. Durham in November 2011.

Gordon Fletcher & Sons Limited
Cobblers Hall
Village Centre
Burn Lane
NEWTON AYCLIFFE
County Durham 
DL5 4SE
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www.gfs.uk.com

Funeral plans from

Peace of
mind for
you and
those you
care about

£50 M&S vouchers when you take out a plan before 1st April 2018

Gordon Fletcher & Sons Limited

AYCLIFFE RADIO
Programme Schedule

“GOOD MORNING AYCLIFFE”
with Aidan Thompson

Starts Tuesday 3rd April
broadcasting live Monday to Friday from 8.30am - 12 noon

plus more new presenters - watch this space.

Time Session Presenter
MONDAY
6pm-7pm 70s Show Peter Rush
7pm-8pm 80s Reminiscing Paul Gittins
8pm-10pm UK Number Ones
TUESDAY
6pm-8pm Sports Round UP Darren & Lee
 27th Mar - Chloe Ryan (Girls Football)
WEDNESDAY
10am-11am Kent Collective Daz Kent
11am-12pm Wellersday
8pm-10pm Alternative Aycliffe Gary & Alby
THURSDAY
8pm-10pm “Beat”Roote Graeme Roote
FRIDAY
6pm-8pm House Mix PVR Studios
8pm-10pm Guest Presenter Session
 23rd Mar - Pauly Mac (Australia)
 30th Mar - Owen’s Request Show
Joined by Mr Pavey, Vane Road Headteacher
Send your requests via the App, text 07512 253333 or email: 
info@ayclifferadio.co.uk before 9am on Friday 30th.
 6th Apr - Owen’s Local Politics
 with guest Lisa Turnbull
SATURDAY
8am-11am Kitchen Floor Fillers
11am-12pm Kent Collective (R) Daz Kent
12pm-1pm With the Beatles Pt 5 Honest John
4pm-6pm School Disco
6pm-8pm “Beat”Roote Graeme Roote
8pm-10pm Dance Mix OZ DJ
10pm-12am Garage/Indie MC Supa
12am-2am Alternative Aycliffe Gary & Alby
SUNDAY
12pm-2pm Sports Round Up Darren & Lee
6pm-7pm Church Service Xcel Centre

Check our website for full schedule.

Layla Belle Thompson competed in another Junior 
Pageant last weekend wearing a dress made from copies 
of Newton News and  came second overall which was 
amazing as the standard was so high. 
She won best opening round where they introduced 
themselves and won Junior Charity, raising  £200 for the 
Christie Cancer Charity. She raised this by raffling one 
of her crowns at a dance competition.
Next she is entering “Belle Pageants” raising money for 
Ronald McDonald House charity which she already has 
made £100. This is the link for her ‘go fund me’ for that 
charity.
www.gofundme.com/missbellepageantcharity 

Layla Belle Comes 2nd

Visit of “Time Out for Men” 
to Planet Leisure in Newton 
Aycliffe 9th March 2018, 
a group of men from the 
Methodist Church in and 
around the town. 
They meet four times a year 
with an activity or visit 
arranged, to share in mutual 
support and friendship. 
One of the members of the 
group is Michael Thompson, 
a supporter and fund raiser 
for the charity CALM: 
Campaigns Against Living 
Miserably. The organisation 
provides a free helpline to 
men who don’t know where 
else to turn; it aims to keep 
men alive by talking. 
The T.O.M. group 
fully support Michael, 
recognising the importance 
of this kind of help and 
awareness raising. 
He raises funds through 
sponsorship of his cross-
country running. 
“T.O.M. is unusual”, said 
Michael “It is a men’s group 

Time Out at Planet Leisure

primarily for socialising”. 
Another member of the 
group said; “The work of 
CALM and Michael’s fund-
raising efforts, reminded 
us of the number of men, 
particularly in the 25-45 age 
group, who are at greatest 
risk from suicide”. 
“And what we do at T.O.M. 

is an example of the kind of 
social interaction that helps 
men talk”. 
If you want to support 
Michael you can find him on: 
Justgiving/CALM-michael 
For more details contact Rev. 
Andy Bryer 01388 778207 
andrew.bryer@methodist.
org.uk 

Dear Sir
I read the article in Newton 
News on housing grant in 
Newton Aycliffe where the 
emphasis seemed to be on the 
A167 plus installing water, 
sewage and power supplies 
“overcoming significant 
development costs that had 
been affecting the viability of 
housing sites within the town”.  
Other print media, stated, “The 
Government has awarded 
£6.8 million to Durham 
County Council through its 
Housing Infrastructure Fund 
to improve infrastructure in 
Newton Aycliffe”.  It would 
seem that it is Durham County 
Council (DCC) who have 
decided how this grant would 
be spent.

Is it just coincidence that DCC 
owns a huge area of land to the 
east of the town at Copelaw 
(formerly Aycliffe Centre for 
Children and farm land) which 
is earmarked for housing?
Would having improved 
access to this site and roads/
utilities in place on the site 
make it easier for DCC to sell, 
and probably at an improved 
sale price?
If the Council sell this land 
for housing, land I believe to 
have been gifted to them by 
the Trustees, would Newton 
Aycliffe benefit in any way 
from the profits from the sale?  
Remember the Avenue School 
site in a prime position on 
Central Avenue.  How did 
Newton Aycliffe benefit from 

WILL NEWTON AYCLIFFE BENEFIT 
FROM HOUSING GRANT?

the money accrued from the 
sale of the site of the school 
buildings where Tesco now 
stands?  
If DCC genuinely want to 
quote, “overcome significant 
development costs that had 
been affecting the viability of 
housing sites” there are at least 
two other sites with planning 
permission that would 
certainly benefit from a share 
of this grant and improve the 
town’s infrastructure; both 
sites are on the C35 Middridge 
Road.  Not only would these 
two sites benefit from the very 
long awaited upgrading of the 
C35 but also the new housing 
development in Shildon next 
to Middridge  as motorists 
from there use the C35 to 
access the A1M and other 
major roads.  
There is planning permission 
for executive housing on 
Woodham Golf Course which 
I am given to believe will 
involve work on the C35 and 
an improved roundabout to 
facilitate  improved and safer 
access to Middridge Lane and 
Burnhill Way.  The upgrading 
of the C35  would also improve 
the infrastructure for the 
existing estates on the western 
side of town giving them 
better access to the A167, the 
A1M and the A689 which is 
the nearest route for the east 
coast for Newtonians and 
road users from the industrial 
estate.  This could also help 
relieve the congestion on the 
A167 and help traffic capacity 
issues both of which are 
stated outcomes by the DCC.  
Anyone who frequently uses 
the C35 will be very aware 
of the volume of traffic using 
the road to access or leave the 
industrial estate.  
This road was built for tractors 
and other farm vehicles not for 
large lorries etc.  Upgrading 
this road would make it safer 
for all users and again help 

further alleviate congestion 
on the A167.
The golf course proposed 
housing would bring no 
benefit, other than Council 
Tax, to the DCC as DCC do 
not own the golf course.  The 
sale of Eldon Whinns  will 
benefit the DCC as it is their 
land gifted to them when 
the Aycliffe Development 
Corporation came to an end 
but I doubt if the sale of this 
land would result in sufficient 
funds to upgrade the C35 
but it may go some way to 
paying for the new roundabout 
included in the plan..
If this Government grant is for 
Newton Aycliffe then Newton 
Aycliffe should benefit from 
the sale of the Copelaw site 
and any money made from the 
sale should be put back into 
Newton Aycliffe which would 
have a significant impact on 
the economic growth of the 
town especially as the site will 
be enhanced by the grant.  
To the best of my recollection 
this did not happen with the 
Avenue School buildings 
site.  Yes, we did get a land 
to develop a lovely park but 
that was previously playing 
fields for the school before it 
was closed down.  This being 
the case it cost DCC nothing 
and our Town Council is 
responsible for the upkeep 
paid for by our Town’s precept.
Could I ask if our County 
Councillors are going to fight 
to keep the monetary benefits, 
direct or indirect, from this 
multimillion pound grant 
actually in Newton Aycliffe 
or are they going to allow the 
profits from the sale of land 
to disappear up to Durham 
as they seemed to do with the 
Avenue School site?  Could 
they also keep us updated on 
progress and if the money 
from Copelaw is not ploughed 
back into Newton Aycliffe we 
need them to tell us exactly 
where it is being spent.
A.Bergg (Mrs)

Great Aycliffe Community Aid Partnership. (GACAP) will 
be holding their AGM at a new venue as a one off at The Big 
Club at 4pm on 20th April. 
All Officers and Committee Members will be standing for 
re election. The chairman Ron Mitchie said “GACAP has 
moved forward over the past year and during the year to 
come it is hoped that premises can be found to develop the 
original hopes of the founder and lifetime president of the  
organisation Syd Howarth MBE”
GUEST speakers at the AGM are Sid Rooke NE FIRST 
credit union and our MP Phil Wilson. 
Ron Mitchie chairman who is standing for re election 
continued by saying “ I invite those who are interested in 
the ethos of GACAP to come along to the meeting and talk 
to one of the officers or look at our website www.gacap.org.
uk over the past year we have developed by establishing 
a management committee and more recently encourage 
those organisation we have an empathy for those in need 
in our community to join GACAP by becoming Associate 
Members, plus individual people who also follow the ethos 
of GACAP to become Friends of GACAP”. 

MP Phil Wilson to 
Attend GACAP A.G.M.
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HAVE YOU
GOT NEWS
FOR US?

We are always interested
in local news stories.

We like to feature good
news and interesting

items on achievements
& community service

Tel: Syd
01325 300212

or syd@newtonnews.co.uk

YOU ARE WARMLY INVITED
(No Collections)

Public Discourse

Who Really is 
Jesus Christ?

10:00am 
Sunday March 25th

Celebrating the 
Anniversary

of the death of 
Jesus Christ

7:30pm 
Saturday March 31st

Venue
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses

Rear Alington Road
Newton Aycliffe DL5 4LS

Easter Deadline
Thursday 29th March - Easter Edition
Deadline: 5pm Tuesday 27th March
Friday 6th April - Back to Normal

Deadline: 5pm Wednesday 4th April

Please be aware of the opening times below and
deadline times above to ensure your

advert is placed on time and in the correct edition

Advertisements can be placed at our agents:
WALKERS at Simpasture,

YOUNGS NEWSAGENTS in the Town Centre
or online at www.newtonnewsads.co.uk

Office Opening Times
Open until Thursday 29th March at 5.30pm
Reopening on Tuesday 3rd April at 8.30am

Parish of Great Aycli� e – 01325 324622
Good Friday 2pm St Clare’s Solemn service
 3pm St Elizabeth’s Stations of the Cross
Easter Sunday 5am St Elizabeth’s Sunrise Vigil
 6am St Elizabeth’s Easter Ceremonies followed by breakfast
 9.30am St Elizabeth’s Morning worship
 10am St Clare’s Morning worship
 11am St Andrew’s Morning worship
   
St Mary’s – 01325 313611
Good Friday 10am Stations of the Cross
 3pm Commemoration service
Saturday 5.30pm Easter Vigil Mass
Easter Sunday 10am Easter Mass

Newton Aycli� e Methodist Church – 01388 778207
Easter Sunday 8.30am Holy Communion followed by breakfast
 10.30am Celebration service of Holy Communion

Harvest Christian Centre – 01325 308284
Easter Sunday 10.30am Easter Celebration

Xcel Church – 01325 329500
Good Friday 11am Family communion service
Easter Sunday 10.30am Family Celebration service
 5pm Easter concert (free and open to all)

Easter Services in your local churches
Churches Together in Great Aycli� e would like to extend an invitation to all in 
our town to join us at any of our Easter services next weekend – a warm welcome 
awaits you at all our churches!

9 Greenwell Road, DL5 4DH

Gift cards available for all occasions
We do hot towel wet shave
OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK

Monday-Saturday 9am to 6pm (closed Tuesdays)
Sunday 10am to 4pm

Thanks to the appeal in 
Newton News 18 people 
have responded to an 
invitation to form a 
Ukulele Group in Newton 
Aycliffe.
The first meeting is on 
April 11th at Neville 
Community Centre 1pm 
to 3pm. A tutor from 
Darlington has agreed to 
come and teach the new 
group. 
The next thing is the need 
to borrow or buy some 
Ukuleles, so if any reader 
has one they don’t use 
please contact Newton 
Press on 01325 300212 or 
email: syd@newtonnews.
co.uk

21 JOIN 
NEW 

AYCLIFFE
UKULELE 
GROUP

Dear Sir,
I totally agree with the 
letter about bird pests as 
I have the same problem. 
Apart from all the mess 
gulls make there is the 
threat of rats from only 
yards away from where I 
live.
People putting an absolute 
mountain of food out on to 
the park and about 200 gulls 
descend on it and cause filth 
and utter mayhem.
if I was to throw litter about 
I would be fined! If it is not 
my washing being ruined 
its my garden patio, paint 
work, shed, front door and 
windows. People wanting 
to feed gulls should go 

down to the lakeside.
A lady walked passed by 
my house with her dog and 
turned back as she was 
afraid of being attacked by 
the horde of birds.
It is bad enough having dog 
foulers, but feeding such 
a large amount of gulls 
should be stopped before 
someone gets hurt.
There is a big difference 
between feeding small 
garden birds on a feeder and 
throwing masses of waste 
food out.
I have contacted the 
Council and hope it can be 
dealt with quickly.
Very Irate Residents
Name & Address supplied

Large Bird Problem

Thank you to everyone 
who donated Easter Eggs 
in Newton Aycliffe Tescos 
for Butterwick Hospice for 
Adults and Children. 
All together we have 
collected 285 eggs and it has 
gone a long way to help with 
fundraising initiatives. 

EGGSCELENT

Updates on Council meetings, 
ASB, a housing appeal, a 
breakfast club and Forrest 
Park.  Plus a debate on 
Council Tax, a scam to avoid, 
some interesting things to do 
… AND a chance to be on 
reality TV!
You can find out more about 
all the following on my blog 
at: bit.ly/CNB223 
COUNCIL AND 
COMMUNITY
• DCC Cabinet Meeting 
report, Wednesday 14 March. 
• Great Aycliffe Town Council 
Meeting report, Wednesday 
14 March. 
• Aycliffe Anti-Social 
Behaviour Group meeting 
report, Thursday 15 March. 
• The Woodham Bridge 
Housing Appeal is to be held 
17-20 April. 
• A lively debate on Council 
Tax. 
• Good news about the Forrest 
Business Park development. 
• Last week, livin and Greggs 
launched a breakfast club at 
Woodham Burn School. 
• Beware this Telephone 
Preference Service scam. 
• A company named True 
North wants shoppers for a 
reality TV programme (but be 
careful!). 
• Latest local roadworks 
information. 

THINGS TO DO
• Easter Bunny in Hardwick 
Park, 10am-3:30pm, Saturday 
31 March, £8.50 (also a Carrot 
Hunt, 1-15 April, £1). 
• Messiah, Gala Theatre, 
7:30pm, Wednesday 28 
March, £15. 
• April Fool’s Day Fun (5-11s), 
Palace Green Library, drop-in 
1-3pm, 31 March-1 April. 
• ‘Fabulous Phoenix’ (5-11s), 
Durham Oriental Museum, 
drop-in 1-3pm, Saturday 31 
March. 
• ‘Meccano Magic’, 
Locomotion Museum Shildon, 
10am-4pm, 27-28 May. 

Compiled by 
County Councillor John Clare

COUNTY
NEWSBITS

A North East craft giant 
has announced a strategic 
partnership with another UK-
based art and craft company 
to cater for growing customer 
demands.
Newton Aycliffe craft retailer 
Crafter’s Companion and 
Sherborne-based art and craft 
company Imagination Crafts 
will join forces to provide an 
expanded product offering 
alongside the introduction of 
exciting new product ranges.
 Bringing together two of the 
UK’s leading craft brands, 
the exclusive partnership 
combines the retail success 
of Crafter’s Companion with 
the experience of respected 
industry professionals and 
Imagination Crafts owners, 
Sue and Harvey Baker.
Crafter’s Companion founder 
Sara Davies, MBE, said: 

Crafters Partnership 
with Imagination Crafts

“Sue and Harvey have been 
in the industry for more than 
25 years, having previously 
worked with shopping 
channels QVC and Create & 
Craft, and are well respected 
by both industry professionals 
and consumers.
“The unique range of mixed-
media products offered by 
Imagination Crafts, which is 
currently among Hochanda’s 
top 10 biggest suppliers, can 
be used for home décor and 
creative textiles as well as 
cardmaking and papercraft, so 
it’s a versatile range that I’m 
sure our customers will love. 
I’m thrilled to be working 
with them.”
Sue Baker, originally from 
Hexham, started her design 
career in the theatre before 

studying interior design. She 
then moved onto working for 
a TV production company 
with husband Harvey on TV 
shows like Changing Rooms, 
Home Front, This Morning 
and Lorraine.
Sue and Harvey then set up 
their own specialist shops 
in London and became the 
biggest producers of MDF, 
stencils and paint products at 
that time, working with high-
profile clients and celebrities 
as well as the forerunners of 
creative crafting and paint 
experts like Annie Sloan and 
Jocasta Innes.
After being approached by a 
number of craft companies, 
Sue and Harvey began to 
design and produce craft 
products for the UK and 
European craft markets, and 
when they moved back to 
the North East of England 16 
years ago, they opened their 
own stores and continued 
to produce innovative craft 
products available in shops, 
online and on TV shopping 
channels.
“We’ve grown to be a really 
popular and well-respected 
brand” said Sue, “and have 
always prided ourselves on 
keeping a personal touch. 
We’ve now reached a point 
where we want to expand our 
product range even further 
and make it more widely 
available.
“Teaming up with a company 
as successful and innovative 
as Crafter’s Companion is 
the perfect way to do that. 
The partnership means that I 
can focus on my passion for 
product design to offer crafters 
a great combination of top-
quality products across a wide 
variety of applications and 
techniques, whilst benefitting 
from the business acumen 
and loyal retail following that 
Crafter’s has built up. 
“I’m really excited to be 
working with Sara and her 
talented team to bring you 
some amazing new products 
and of course it’s great to 
bring the brand back with me 
to the North East.”
Crafter’s Companion is 
a global craft supplies 
company which sells its 
products globally online, on 
TV shopping channels, via 
independent retailers and in 
its own UK retail stores in 
Newton Aycliffe, Chesterfield 
and Evesham.
www.crafterscompanion.co.uk

Sue Baker
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Permanent    &     Temporary  
Recruitment

Class 1 Drivers•	  
Newton Aycliffe, Darlington and Middlesbrough

CNC Programmer•	  
Permanent, Competitive Salary, Middlesbrough

Toolmaker•	  
Permanent, Day shift only, Competitive Salary, Middlesbrough

Moulding Manager•	  
Day shift only, Permanent Middlesbrough

Machine Shop Manager,•	  
Day shift only, Permanent, Middlesbrough

Sales Negotiator•	  
Permanent, Office hours, Stockton On Tees

Press Setter / Operator•	  
Shildon, Temp to Perm

Maintenance Engineer•	  
Automotive Manufacturing, Sunderland, Permanent

Design Engineers•	  
Darlington & Peterlee, Permanent

MIG & TIG Welders•	  
Catterick, Temp to Perm

Quality Technician•	  
Automotive Experience is essential. Permanent, Tyne & Wear

Assistant Buyer•	  
Peterlee, Permanent

Production Engineer•	  
Peterlee – Permanent

Project Manager•	  
Peterlee, Permanent  

Bendi Driver •	  
Newton Aycliffe, 3 shifts Temp to Perm.

Mechanical & Electrical Technicians•	  
South Shields, Permanent.

To apply for any of the above roles please 
contact the team on 
01325 778535 

CV’s can be emailed to 
apply@whurk.co.uk

More vacancies can be found online 
www.whurk.co.uk

FLT Drivers Required
Counterbalance and Reach Licenses Accepted

Based in Newton Aycliffe and Darlington

X3 Shift Rotation Basis
(6am-2pm, 2pm-10pm and 10pm-6am)

Wages £8.22 to £8.50 p/h + shift allowance
Immediate start available to the right candidates
Drugs and alcohol testing prior to commencing

Contact WHURK Recruitment
Telephone: 01325 778535

DISPENSER/DISPENSING 
ASSISTANT

required at

The Village Pharmacy
Pioneering Care Centre, Burn Lane, Newton Aycliff e

Telephone: 01325 311297

Part-time and Full-time hours available
Please send a full CV and application in writing to the 

above address. Closing date for applications is
Friday 6th April 2018

SITUATION VACANT

The Pioneering Care Partnership 
(PCP) is an award-winning North 
East charity whose mission is 
‘Health, Well-being and Learning 
for All’.

Together 21 is a project supporting the 
development of children with Down Syndrome 
aiming to help children to reach their full potential.  
Together 21 provides weekly support for families.  
We are currently seeking a motivated and focused 
self-starter to join our successful team and work 
as part of the team to positively promote Together 
21, encourage participation and take a pro-active 
role in its development.  In addition you will 
work with children, parents and carers providing 
support to allow children to develop educationally 
and socially to reach their full potential. 

“Together 21” Development
Worker / Group Leader

Based at Pioneering Care Centre, Newton 
Aycliffe, with some outreach

Band/Salary: Band 6. £20,829 per annum pro 
rata - Hours: 18 hours per week 

Fixed Term until 31st March 2019.

Job Purpose:
• To support the development of a fund raising 
strategy for Together 21.
• To coordinate events and campaigns to 
promote the project and support fund raising 
and awareness activities delivered in community 
settings.
• To work with PCP’s Business Development 
Team to support the development of successful 
funding applications and tenders.
• To work as part of a team to positively promote 
Together 21, to encourage participation and take 
a pro-active role in its development.
• To support the Project Lead formulating a 
development plan for Together 21 to raise capacity 
and support the sustainability of the project.

For an application pack which includes a job 
description and further information please contact 
the HR department on (01325) 313133, Fax (01325) 
301129, email: hr@pcp.uk.net www.pcp.uk.net

Closing Date for applications:
12 noon. Tuesday 3rd April 2018

Interview date : to be advised

We are an equal and diverse employer and 
particularly welcome applicants from groups who are 
currently underrepresented at PCP, such as males, 
people with sensory impairments and carers.
Registered Office:  Pioneering Care Partnership, 
Carers Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham, DL5 4SF. 
Registered Charity No. 1067888. Company Limited 
by Guarantee. Company Registered in England No: 
3491237. 
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The Pioneering Care Partnership (PCP) is an award-winning North East charity whose 
mission is ‘Health, Well-being and Learning for All’. We are currently seeking a motivated 
and focused self-starter to join our successful team as a: 
 

Options Project Assistant 
Pioneering Care Centre, Newton Aycliffe (with outreach) 

Band 2, Point 13 - £16,574 per annum pro-rata 
Up to 16.5 hrs per week, can be part of a job share. 

 
Job Purpose: 

To support and help develop projects for disabled people aimed at promoting choice and 
encouraging development of new skills and confidence through supporting disabled people to 
contribute to a user led project, delivering interesting and stimulating workshop activities for 

members of the project whilst meeting individual needs and aspirations 
 
Key tasks:  
1. To support the development of members independent living skills, confidence and overall 

health and wellbeing. 
2. To work as part of a team, to plan and deliver interactive workshop activities. 
3. To support members to undertake activities in the community and to plan and attend 

regular trips and outings. 
 
Key skills and experience required:   

 An understanding of health and social care and safeguarding 
 Experience of supporting disabled people 
 A commitment and understanding of Equality and Diversity 
 Excellent interpersonal skills, self-motivation 
 Ability to work on own initiative and as part of a team  

 
For an application form and further information please contact the HR Department on:  
Telephone:  (01325) 313133 
Email:  hr@pcp.uk.net 

Fax  (01325) 301129  
website:  www.pcp.uk.net 

 
 

Closing Date for applications: Sunday 9th April, 2017 midnight. 
 

We are an equal and diverse employer and particularly welcome applicants 
from groups who are currently underrepresented at PCP, such as men, 

people with sensory impairments and carers. 
 

 
 

 
 

  
Registered Office:  Pioneering Care Partnership, Carers Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham, DL5 4SF. Registered 
Charity No. 1067888. Company Limited by Guarantee. Company Registered in England No: 3491237.  
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A meeting was led by 
Newton Aycliffe Police 
Inspector Sarah Honeyman 
the aim being to co-ordinate 
the different agencies 
(police, fire, DCC ASB, 
Neighbourhood Wardens, 
Town Centre Management, 
livin, GATC etc.) to combat 
Anti-Social Behaviour on 
the town. 
Sharing information and 
expertise has resulted in 
a spectacular reduction 
in ASB. There were 60 
incidents of ASB last month, 
10% down on January. 
‘Nuisanc’e and ‘personal’ 
ASB are both down, though 
‘environmental’ ASB is 
slightly up. In the year 
February 17 to February 18 
there were 708 incidents, 

AYCLIFFE ASB GROUP
28% Figures for the different 
areas of the town for the 
year February 17 to 18:
West: 197 incidents (17% 
down on the previous year)
Shafto: 183 (12% down)
Horndale: 139 (48% down)
Neville: 115 (37% down)
Woodham: 74 (17% down)
It was decided that the 
next MULTI-AGENCY 
WALKABOUT should 
be in Shafto ward, 
on THURSDAY 29 
MARCH - meeting at 2pm 
(provisionally) at St Mary’s 
Church. 
A number of individual, 
specific cases were 
discussed and the sharing 
of information was very 
helpful to the different 
agencies, who are often 

Dear Sir,
It is time we reckoned with the historic magnitude of what is 
happening in Britain right now. Democracy is being euthanised. 
This fact, is too often obscured by the euphemism and cynicism 
of the anti-Brexit lobby, which is virtually the entire political 
class. It doesn’t speak in the language of dictatorship. 
It speaks in the pseudo-neutral language of ‘soft’ Brexit, of 
concession and compromise. And yet behind this seeming 
disinterest there lurks a serious effort to weaken the largest 
democratic mandate in British history, and by extension 
democracy itself. A clear, chilling message is being sent to the 
public: you don’t count; your beliefs do not matter; you aren’t 
good enough for politics.
The crisis of Brexit, the possibility that this mass vote will be 
betrayed, is more acute now than it has been at any time in the 
18 months since 17.4million Britons voted to leave the EU it 
should be clear from the comments of former Lib Dem leader 
Nick Clegg. One of the key elitists against the folly of the Brexit 
plebs, Clegg’s response to last week’s agreement between 
Britain and Brussels was to say ‘game, set & match for the EU’. 
Usurping of the 17.4million of us who voted for: ‘taking back 
control’; the importance of British voters and our representatives 
having democratic authority over the nation and its borders and 
laws. We voted to ‘take back control’ and they the political elite 
have said ‘No’. The largest voting bloc in British history said 

‘We want to leave the European Union’, and the response of the 
elites in Brussels and London has been: ‘Well, you can’t. 
Labour’s new change that it is a ‘soft Brexit’ party, and the 
chattering classes’ incessant ridicule of the ‘low-information’ 
masses who voted for Brexit all act as a green light to Brussels 
to push harder and harder against British democracy. 
The slow-motion slaying of any democratic vote would be 
bad. But to do that to Brexit is particularly awful. For the 
EU referendum was one of the largest, most engaged acts of 
democracy in British history, and one in which our choice had 
a real, historic impact. For the first time in decades, we were 
entrusted not simply with choosing a party to govern, but 
with shaking up how we are governed, with making a political 
decision that would change Britain forever. It was democracy 
in its truest meaning. And the response to it from our political 
rulers has been hysteria, fury, denial, and the declaring of a 
ceaseless war not only against this specific vote, but against the 
very wisdom of having the little people vote.
To save the EU, they are trying to  kill democracy. To maintain 
the influence of technocrats, they are demeaning and insulting 
ordinary people. To preserve their own managerial, bureaucratic 
authority, they are trouncing the key principle upon which the 
modern idea of Britain has been built and which we fought a civil 
war over, marched for, and won through decades of struggle: 
the right of a people to determine the destiny of their nation. 
As everyone obsesses over the open and not-so-open messages 
Britain and Brussels are sending each other, they overlook the 
message both of these parties are sending to us
If the Eu Referendum in 2016  has no validity in the eyes of 
our political elite, then the Referendum to join the EEC in 1975 
also had no validity, nor the referendums on Scottish and Welsh 
devolution.   
It never ceases to amaze me how at every turn Labour and some 
Remain Tories demand to know, in public,  what we will be 
negotiating at every, stage line by line,   then try to destroy our 
negotiating hand at every turn.   They even went to brussels to 
try to suck up to the EU against our own government, stabbing 
in the back, front and sides.     
Even Great Aycliffe Town Council excludes the press and public 
if it is discussing contracts, so why on earth the government 
should reveal every detail of negotiation beforehand publicly,  
would any of you negotiate that way ? it shows the dirty and 
desperate duplicity of our MPs.  
Come March 2019 we will be out of the EU , come what may, 
that is fact.   I think Theresa May is trusting to that fact and 
knows that in April 2019 the EU will be knocking on our door 
to work with us.      She may even be playing for time till March 
2019. 
Even Jeremy Corbyn was specific in his wording of  “a “ 
customs union,  not “the” customs union,  he still has to appease 
the 172 Labour MPs who twice tried to remove him and none 
of whom have changed since the 2017 Election. So if an early 
general election was called, and just say Labour won,  Corbyn 
will be surrounded by a Parliamentary Labour Party that wants 
him out so they can carry on with ‘Blairism’. 
Not many here, want the Tories in power, but 17.4 million 
Brexit Voters and millions of remain voters who believe in 
democracy will see the next election as one issue. That of Brexit 
and respecting the mandate the largest referendum and voter 
turnout in history. Labour’s backstabbing and undermining 
of the governments negotiations,  the fact that New Labour 
Blairites still dominate it, will I suspect lead many not to vote 
Labour. Sorry Corbynistas but if labour got elected the Blairite 
Parliamentary Party would ditch Jeremy just like that.  If 17.4 
million voters for Brexit did not know what they were voting for, 
how can anyone say that the 16.1 million remain voters knew 
any better?  
Most Remain voters accept democracy and they will abandon 
Labour if Labour abandons Brexit, those who voted labour on 
the basis of its manifesto commitment to respect the referendum 
vote will  vote accordingly.  The Remain Blairite MPs and Tory 
Remoaner MPs have miscalculated very badly.    Corbyn cannot 
do his public Investment and provide State Aid to Industry or 
Nationalise if still in the Single Market and Customs Union. He 
knows that hence his specific words used,  unless he can re-select 
hundreds of his candidates he knows the next election if Labour 
wins, means he and his policies will be ditched. Remember our 
own MP sent a letter to every household disowning Jeremy 
Corbyn and saying he won’t support him for PM.        
Funny isn’t it, Nissan, Hitachi and Toyota all increase investment   
despite the Brexit vote - seems they have more faith than some 
MPs.
ARUN CHANDRAN

WE VOTED TO TAKE BACK CONTROL

A BOLD sculpture specially 
designed to be visible on 
satellite imagery has been 
installed at the new gateway 
to one of the country’s 
leading science parks. 
The entire structure, created 
by inflating and stretching 
stainless steel, has been 
designed and made by 
Newcastle-based Full Blown 
to provide a “dynamic eye-
line view” as you enter the 
North East Technology Park 
(NETPark) in Sedgefield, 
County Durham, which 
is home to an array of 
innovative, fast-growing 
companies working in high-
tech, global markets.  
When photographed from 
space, the five inflated 
metal spheres that make 
up the impressive Synergy 
sculpture emulate the logo 
of the technology park.
The work was commissioned 
by NETPark to showcase the 
new entrance to the 26-acre 
Phase 3 development to the 
north of the park, which 
opens up development land 
for science, engineering 
and technology companies 
looking to locate on the 
park as part of the 10-year 
development strategy, 
creating 3,000 jobs and 
adding another £400m to the 
region’s GVA.
Brian Archer, managing 
director of Business 
Durham, which manages 
NETPark on behalf of 
Durham County Council, 
said: “NETPark is a global 
hub for dynamic, cutting-
edge companies making 
innovative products that 
transform our lives. 
“This impressive new 
sculpture beautifully 
reflects NETPark’s vision 
and cleverly depicts the 
NETPark logo on satellite 
imagery to represent the 
global impact made by 

many of the extraordinary 
companies working here in 
these world-class facilities.”
The Synergy sculpture 
features four small 300kg 
spheres and one larger, 
700kg central sphere all 
made from stainless steel, 
with a blue mirror finish 
and colour changing LED 
lighting to provide a more 
dramatic effect at night.  
Full Blown director Kate 
McDonnell said: “Each 
sphere is positioned at 
different heights to provide 
a dynamic eye line view, so 
as you enter the site you get 
different views as you move 
round the sculpture.  

“Full Blown is excited to be 
part of NETPark’s continued 
expansion; its world class 
research and ambitious 
vision to be a global hub 
for materials integration 
inspired the new gateway 
sculpture, Synergy.” 
Full Blown, which also 
crafted NETPark’s six-
metre Plexus sculpture ten 
years ago, created Synergy’s 
spheres using its patented 
and unique inflated stainless 
steel. 
Photo: The Synergy 
sculpture at NETPark, in 
Sedgefield, County Durham 
has been designed to be 
viewed from space. 

NETPark’s New Sculpture

working with the same 
people/incidents.
The group then planned 
ahead for the Easter 
holidays (fire crews have 
been visiting schools, extra 
CCTV cameras have been 
put up, and patrols will be 
increased)
In discussion was Quad 
bikes, especially on 
Horndale, Youths throwing 
stones around Hawkshead 
and Fly-tipping
Crime is rising and there 
has been a recent spate of 
shed/garages burglaries, so 
keep your property locked. 
Also, there seems to be a 
gang targeting Fiestas, so be 
warned.
Reported by
Councillor John D. Clare
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Dear Sir,
Has anyone else reported 
the constant boom/banging 
noise coming from north of 
Aycliffe somewhere? 
We live in the Woodham area 
and are used to occasional 
clay pigeon shooting etc, but 
this booming has been going 
on for weeks now. 
It generally starts around 
6:30 in the morning and then 
randomly occurs well into 
the early evening. 
There is no pattern to it at 
all, sometimes just once, 
sometimes 3 or 4 in a row. 
It sounds exactly like a 
shotgun but maybe its a 
quarry or something. 
It would be nice to know 
what it is and to find out 
why it needs to be 7 days a 
week at unsociable hours. 
Thought it could be farmers 
scaring birds but in 6 inches 
of snow? 
Steve Heads

Mysterious 
Booming!

Small businesses across 
County Durham are to receive 
free training to help address 
skills gaps as part of a £6m 
Government initiative. The 
two year programme aims 
to future proof supply chain 
companies by providing 
consultancy support to 
identify key needs including 
strategic planning and 
upskilling, then delivering 
mentoring and flexible 
training.
The £345,000 project 
follows a successful bid by 
a consortium led by Bishop 
Auckland College to the 
Higher Education Funding 
Council for England’s 
(HEFCE) Catalyst fund.
The college highlighted 
historic issues holding 
back the SMEs and micro 
businesses which dominate 
the county’s industrial 
base, including extensive 
technical skills gaps and low 
productivity. Many smaller 
manufacturing firms have still 
not embraced the principles 
of lean manufacturing, 
whilst larger competitors 
are now moving towards the 
next phase of digitisation of 
manufacturing.
But the bid also recognised 
the issues of cost and time that 
are often quoted by SMEs as 
perceived barriers to training 
employees, with inflexible 
providers not prepared to work 
around business demands and 
shift patterns.
The new programme 

will therefore offer firms 
flexible, tailored, bite-sized 
provision that addresses 
immediate higher level 
skills gaps identified during 
organisational and training 
needs assessments.
The units will be at Level 
3, 4 and 5 and include 
leadership and management, 
business improvement 
techniques, engineering and 
manufacturing engineering.
Experienced managers and 
technical specialists from 
large companies will help 
college staff deliver training 
sessions, mentoring and 
support to the participating 
SMEs, transferring 
knowledge and building 
expertise throughout supply 
chains.
Natalie Davison-Terranova, 
Principal and Chief Executive 
of Bishop Auckland College, 
said: “We have many skilled 
and entrepreneurial small 
businesses in County Durham.
“However some SMEs can be 
at a disadvantage compared 
to larger businesses when it 
comes to staff development 
because of the cost involved 
and inflexibility of colleges 
and training providers to 
work around their business 
demands and shift patterns.
“This programme aims to 
address the higher level 
skills needs of these small 
businesses across the county 
to ensure they can compete 
against larger competitors 
and grow their businesses by 

offering them free training 
needs assessments and 
flexible, tailored, bite-sized 
provision.”
Targets for the programme 
include conducting 100 needs 
analyses by the end of July 
this year, with 50 employees 
enrolled on HNC and HND 
short courses in September, 
and the development of 
strategic plans for 75 firms 
looking at succession planning 
and upskilling.
Longer term aims include 
building a culture of 
engagement in higher level 
skills training among SMEs, 
who will have seen the 
immediate business benefits 
of the scheme. Ultimately it is 
hoped to generate higher skill 
levels, improved productivity 
and business growth, 
meaning more employment 
opportunities, better paid jobs 
and improved standards of 
living.
The college was one of 34 
to secure funding, receiving 
£200,000 from HEFCE. 
Match funding came from 
the college and its subsidiary 
South West Durham Training, 
and bid partners County 
Durham Engineering and 
Manufacturing Network, 
South Durham Enterprise 
Agency and Aycliffe Business 
Park Community Ltd.
Free training is open to SMEs 
in all sectors. Contact Senior 
Business Advisor Julie Cook 
at julie.cook@bacoll.ac.uk or 
on (01388) 825837.

Bishop Auckland College 
Helps County’s Skill Gap Fresh from wowing 

audiences at Durham’s 
Gala Theatre, Woodham 
Academy’s dance students 
will showcase their talents 
in school this month. 
Woodham Dance Academy 
students will be performing 
in school on Tuesday, March 
27 at 7pm. The Dance 
Showcase will feature a full 
programme of 23 pieces, 
ranging from solos to group 
performances by all Dance 
Academy students.
The event follows the 
students’ recent success 
performing at the Feet 
First Showcase at the 
Gala Theatre in Durham. 
Woodham Academy 
students performed two 
pieces at the theatre, the first 
an explosion of colour and 
creativity and featuring all 
dance students. 
This was followed by a 
second piece inspired by a 
speech made by singer Pink, 
and choreographed by Kay 
Clarey of Joanne Banks 
Dancers. 
Teacher Hannah Kent, who 
leads Woodham Dance 
Academy, said: “The 
performances at the Gala 
Theatre were empowering, 
inspiring, and truly out of 
this world.  Our students are 
performing complex pieces 
in a range of styles and they 
are doing so brilliantly. The 
hard work of our students 
and staff is really paying 
off, and we are all looking 
forward to the Dance 
Showcase.
“We thank everyone for their 

Woodham Dance Academy students at the 
Gala Theatre, Durham

ongoing support for dance 
at Woodham Academy, and 
we hope to see as many of 
you as possible on March 
27 – we are sure you’ll all 
be impressed with what our 
talented, dedicated, students 
have in store.”
The Dance Showcase 
will also include a special 
performance from former 
student and phenomenal 
dancer Lisa Robinson. Lisa 
will join students Georgia 
Thelwell and Sydney 
Etherington, who are raising 

Student Dancers Showcase Talent

funds to enable them to 
travel to Disneyland Paris 
after they were selected to 
perform there on the main 
stage.
The Dance Academy’s busy 
month will also include a 
visit to Halifax to compete 
in the prestigious Great Big 
Dance Off, at the Victoria 
Theatre on March 19th. 
Tickets for the Dance 
Showcase, priced £3 & £2 
concessions, are available 
via Parent Pay and the school 
office on 01325 300328.

NEWTON NEWS
NEWTON NEWS is published and 
printed by Newton Press, which was first 
established in 1948 and incorporates “The 
Newtonian”. Visit the on-line version at 
www.newtonnews.co.uk
DISCLAIMER Newton News cannot be 
held responsible for advertisers offering 
goods or services. As a general rule we would 
advise anyone NOT to part with any money 
until the order has been completed to your 
full satisfaction. All information is correct, 
to the best of our knowledge, at the time of 
printing. Newton News accepts articles in 
good faith and takes no responsibility for 
errors and/or omissions.
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Sir 
With regard to last week’s letter, I agree entirely with the 
writer and ask anyone who is feeding these birds to stop. 
Recently I was walking past the very spot where a feeding 
frenzy was taking place narrowly escaping being hit full 
in the face by a swooping pigeon. 
Will it take a child to be injured or an older person to 
stumble and break a hip before action will be taken to 
stop this unnecessary practice?
John Humble
Langley Road

Stop Pigeon Feeding

Residents in Great Aycliffe 
& Middridge can find out 
how local issues are being 
tackled when the local area 
action partnership holds 
their next board meeting 
later this month.
The Great Aycliffe & 
Middridge Partnership 
board will be meeting on 
Tuesday 27 March 2018, 
between 6pm and 8pm at 
Greenfield Arts Centre, 
and members of the public 
are invited to go along to 
observe proceedings.  Local 
people can also raise any 
local neighbourhood or 
policing issues that they 
would like the board to 
address. These ideally need 
to be put in writing and sent 
in advance of the meeting.
There will be one project 
proposal being put to the 
board for approval from 
Councillors’ Neighbourhood 
Budgets.
Anyone who would like to 
attend the meeting should 
register in advance by 
ringing 01325 327441, or 
by emailing gampaap@
durham.gov.uk   
Great Aycliffe & Middridge 
Partnership is one of 14 Area 
Action Partnerships set up 
by Durham County Council 
in 2009.

Have 
Your Say 
on local 
Issues

Woodham Academy students Angel Woods, Charlie Pemberton, Ava Thomas, and Ryan 
Griffiths, at the UKMT Maths Challenge Final.

A team of Woodham 
Academy’s talented students 
have taken part in the final 
of a regional mathematics 
competition.
The four students travelled 
to Durham to take part in the 
regional final of the United 
Kingdom Mathematics Trust 
(UKMT) Team Challenge. 
Angel Woods, Charlie 
Pemberton, Ava Thomas, 
and Ryan Griffiths completed 
four rounds of challenges, 
testing their mathematical 
dexterity, teamwork and 
communication skills.
Woodham Academy 
mathematics teacher Sophie 
Elliott said: “This was a truly 
challenging competition, 
featuring some of the best 
young mathematicians 

from across the North East. 
Congratulations to Angel, 
Ava, Charlie, and Ryan, 
who did themselves, and 
their school, proud.”
Woodham Academy’s team 

finished the final in the 
top half of all the schools 
competing, and each team 
member received a UKMT 
certificate in recognition of 
their achievement.

Maths Students Excel

SSAFA Sedgefield Division 
were delighted to play host 
to the family of Mr Desmond 
Smith at their Divisional 
Meeting in Woodham 
Community Centre on 
Monday 12th March.  There, 
under the proud gaze of 
his wife, Mavis, his sister 
Olivia, son David and other 
family members, Desmond 
was presented with his 
General Service Medal and 
clasp Northern Ireland after 
a wait of almost 45 years!
During a home visit by 
Newton Aycliffe based 
caseworker, Brian Wilson 
in August 2017, Brian 
observed that Mr Smith had 
served in Northern Ireland 
during his service but had 
no medals recorded.  It 
transpired that Mr Smith 
had left the Army (Royal 
Artillery) in 1974 with more 
than 12 years Army Service 
without having receiving the 
medal even though he had 
completed several tours of 
Northern Ireland at the start 
of the troubles.
Desmond followed the 
advice he was given by 
Brian and finally received 
his medal via the Army 
Medals Office in January. 
SSAFA then arranged for the 
medal to be mounted by the 
military tailor and invited 
Mr Smith and his family 
to receive them at a small 
reception held in his honor 
last week.  
The medal was presented 

Old Soldier’s Operational 
Service Finally Recognised

by Flight Lieutenant 
Rick Fiskel, who is also a 
SSAFA volunteer within the 
Division. Rick delivered an 
informative potted history 
of the Northern Ireland 
campaign acknowledging the 
high cost paid by servicemen 
and women throughout the 
30 year troubles which added 
relevance to the presentation.
Desmond’s son, David told 
us. “This is a wonderful 
moment for dad. He has been 
looking forward to receiving 
the medal and can’t wait to 
wear it at the Remembrance 
Service this year. We are 
grateful to SSAFA for their 

help in finally having dad’s 
service recognised.”
We are pleased to be able to 
share Desmond’s story and 
a few photographs from the 
occasion.
SSAFA - The Armed Forces 
Charity provides practical 
help to servicemen and 
women, veterans and their 
immediate families in time 
of need.  SSAFA Sedgefield 
Division supports around 
50 families from Newton 
Aycliffe and surrounds every 
year.  They can be contacted 
through the SSAFA website: 
www.ssafa.org.uk or by 
telephone: 01388 827346.

Flight Lieutenant Rick Fiskel presents NI Medal to 
Desmond Smith
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.  .  .  AND ANYTHING ELSE YOU CAN DREAM UP!

YOUR PR INT OUR REPUTAT ION

Bags / Tags
Banners
Books
Brochures
Business Cards
Business Stationery
Calendars
Canvas Prints
Catalogues

Certificates
Desk Pads
Direct Mail
Draw Tickets
Event Invites
Envelopes
Embossing
Embellishing
Exhibition Displays

Flyers
Folders
Folded Leaflets
Greetings Cards
Labels
Letterheads
Magazines
Magnetic Signs / Labels
Mailers

Menus
Multi-Part Forms (NCR)
Notepads
Plastic Cards
Point of Sale
Postcards
Posters
Promotional Gifts
PVC Banners

Ring Binders
Roller Banners
Signage
Stickers / Labels
Vinyl Stickers
Wall Planners
Wedding Stationery
Window Stickers
Workwear

WE  DON’T  JUST  PR INT  THE
.  .  .  WE  DO ALL  THIS  TOO!

You are invited to a Easter lunch. 
Following on from our community Christmas Dinner we 
are pleased to announce we will be celebrating Easter with 
another free, three course Community Dinner on Sunday 1st 
April at 1pm in Burnhill Way Community Centre.
All welcome, including families. Come and enjoy home 
cooked food, make new friends and have fun. 
Any donations will be greatly welcomed as these community 
events are organised by volunteers and self funded. 
Please contact Jane 0780 445447 or Dorothy 07967 901477 
to book a place.

Free Easter Lunch

A new service has been 
launched to offer a little extra 
peace of mind to the relatives 
of older and vulnerable people 
in County Durham.
3 Rings is a mobile phone 
and PC app which lets people 
know when their relative is 
using an electrical appliance 
such as a kettle, television or 
washing machine.
The idea is to reassure people 
that their relative is up and 
well. The app is being offered 
by Durham County Council 
through its Care Connect 
service.
Linda Ogilvie, Care Connect 
manager, said: “The app is a 
really simple, affordable way 
of offering people that little 
extra reassurance if their 
relative is older or vulnerable.
“It will send live updates to 
your phone or PC to let you 
know when your relative is 
settling down to watch the 
TV, putting the kettle on for a 
cuppa or heating something in 
the mircowave.
“So if your dad usually uses 
the kettle between 7am and 
9am, the app will send an alert 
letting you know whether 
or not this has happened, 
meaning you can rest assured 
that your loved one is up, 
active and well.”
In order to use the service, 
people need to purchase 
a plug, which is inserted 
between an appliance and 
the socket. The plug then 
connects to the app and 
sends information to family 

3 Rings Reassurance 
to Relatives

members or friends.
The plug is purchased with a 
one or two-year subscription 
and no internet connection is 
needed as the plug contains 
the same type of sim card as 
used in a mobile phone.
And as many as 10 people at 
a time can receive alerts and 
the system is quick and easy 
to set up.
Care Connect offers a range 
of products designed to help 
people remain independent in 
their own home and also offer 
reassurance to their friends 
and family.
The range includes devices 
which raise an alarm when a 
fall occurs, remind people to 
take their medication or create 
an alert when a telephone 
rings.
For more information about 
the 3 Rings service visit www.
durham.gov.uk/careconnect, 
call 03000 262 195 or email 
care.connect@durham.gov.uk

REPORTED CRIMES 
in County Durham and 
Darlington increased over the 
past year, according to the 
latest Performance Report 
from Police, Crime & Victims’ 
Commissioner, Ron Hogg. 
The report indicates that the 
number of reported victim-
based crimes rose by 35%, 
whilst levels of anti-social 
behaviour reduced by 14% 
over the twelve months to 
December 2017. 
At the same time, residents 
of Durham and Darlington 
have greater confidence in the 
Police than almost anywhere 
else in the country. 85% of 
people agree that ‘taking 
everything into account I have 
confidence in the police’ – the 
third highest level for any 
force in the country. 
Commenting on the report, 
Police, Crime and Victims’ 
Commissioner Ron Hogg 
said “There have been real 
increases in crimes such as 

theft, robbery and arson, 
but the increase is also due 
to changes to the national 
requirements for crime 
recording: more incidents 
such as harassment are now 
recorded as crimes, for 
example. 
He added “The high level of 
confidence in policing means 
that local people are reporting 
more crimes and incidents. 
It is reassuring that victims 
appear to be increasingly 
confident to come forward 
and report their experiences, 
especially victims of sexual 
offences and hate crime”. 
“Our police officers do an 
excellent job of keeping the 
public safe, and Durham 
Constabulary is still the 
most effective and efficient 
police force in the country. 
We also have some evidence 
that suggests that the rise 
in recorded crime figures 
will level off in the coming 
months.”
The number of Police 
Officers in County Durham 
and Darlington has dropped 
by 400 Officers since 2010, 
following reductions in 
Government funding. Ron 
continues to call on the 
Government to ensure that 
Police have the resources they 
need to protect the public.
Ron’s Public Performance 
Report is available on his 
website at: www.durham-
pcc.gov.uk - Further crime 
prevention advice is available 
on the Durham Constabulary 
website at www.durham.
police.uk

Crime Rises, ASB Falls 
Police Numbers Drop

N o r t h - E a s t - b a s e d 
craft retailer, Crafter’s 
Companion, has ranked at 
number 31 in this year’s 
Sunday Times Lloyds SME 
Export Track 100 list, after 
experiencing 72% year-on-
year growth in export sales.
One of just four North-East 
companies to make the list, 
the Durham-based business 
has grown significantly 
from a small start-up into 
a global enterprise, now 
exporting to 32 countries 
worldwide across Europe, 
Africa, Australia and North 
and South America.
Having been listed at 
number 52 last year, the 
company jumped to spot 31 
in the 2018 list, and expects 
export growth to continue, 
particularly in the US and 
Germany, over the coming 
years.
Company founder Sara 
Davies MBE said: “We’re 
absolutely delighted to 
be listed once again for 
Sunday Times Lloyds SME 
Export Track 100. To move 
up by such a substantial 
jump is a real achievement 
for us and is tribute to the 
hard work of our teams 
across the UK, Europe and 
US. 
“We expect to see continued 
export growth driven 

Aycliffe Craft Company 
Rises in SME Export List

by product innovation, 
greater brand visibility 
and increasing consumer 
demand. Hopefully we can 
act as a catalyst, along with 
the other companies listed, 
for greater export from the 
North East to the rest of the 
world.”
The annual Sunday Times 
Lloyds SME Export Track 
100 league recognises the 
100 small and medium-
sized (SME) companies 
in Britain with the fastest-
growing international sales 
over the previous three 
years.
Founded in 2005 by award-
winning entrepreneur Sara, 
Crafter’s Companion has 
enjoyed continued growth 
with the company’s export 
sales increasing by an 

average of 94% each year, 
rising to £10.3 million in 
2017.
Crafter’s Companion 
currently employs more 
than 100 staff across the 
UK, selling products 
online, through its own 
outlets and independent 
retailers, and regularly 
presenting workshops and 
demonstrations in store and 
on TV shopping channels in 
the UK, US and Germany.
For further information 
about Crafter’s 
Companion, visit www.
crafterscompanion.co.uk.
The full Sunday Times 
Lloyds SME Export track 
100 list is dues to be 
published on 25th February 
2018 and can be found at 
www.fasttrack.co.uk
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COME AND SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 

www.greataycliffecancersupportgroup.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TICKETS 

£5 

Aycliffe Self Storage Ltd.
Unit 25 Whinbank Road, Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AY

“Your Key, Your Container”

20’ Self Storage Containers
£19.00 per week

10’ Self Storage Containers
Now Available, £12 per week

House Contents  •  Small Businesses  •  Car Storage
24/7 CCTV and Guards Patrolling  •  Established 2008

Contact Allan on 07496 423440
email: sangsteralchris@aol.com

Great Aycliffe and Middridge 
Partnership Board are delighted 
to welcome their newest 
member.  Stephen Gosnay 
from Newton Press, will be 
joining the board as their new 
business representative from 
March 2018.  
Stephen replaces the former 
business rep, Steve Robson 
(from South Durham 
Enterprise Agency), who has 
been a board member since its 
formation in 2009.  
Brian Riley, GAMP 
Coordinator, said “Steve 
was a very proactive board 
member and also a member of 
the Employment task group, 
leading on the successful ‘Step 
Into Business’ project which 
received funding from GAMP 
in 2012.  
He was also chair of the board 
twice during his time as 
business representative. He’s 
decided to step down to focus 
his energies on new projects, 
and we wish him every success 
for the future.  
We’re looking forward to 
welcoming Stephen when he 
joins us at the end of March.  
Stephen will be bringing a 
wealth of experience, more 
recently working for the well-
established Newton Press, and 
will be a valuable asset to the 
partnership.”
Partner representative 
(business) should:
• Be an advocate for the AAP 
and for businesses in the AAP 
area
• Have knowledge of local 
business issues
• Be in a position to talk to and 
share AAP information with 
other businesses in the area and 
be part of a wider network of 
business interests
• Be proactive in bringing any 
appropriate business related 

New GAMP Business Representative 

Stephen (left) with Brian Riley

issues and opportunities to the 
attention of the AAP
• Be committed to improving 
their local area
• Be willing to give some time 
to AAP issues
• Be committed to the values of 
equality and diversity
• Be able to communicate 
effectively

• Partner representative 
(business) is valuable to 
the AAP, bringing their 
individual experience and 
knowledge of local business 
and the issues that they face.  
The representative should 
be willing to share their 
knowledge and experience at 
the AAP Board.

MRI SCANNER 
APPEAL   
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MRI
SCANNER APPEAL

If you would like to make a 
donation to our MRI appeal or 
get involved:
• Visit the ‘justgiving’ website 
at www.justgiving.com/cddft 
• Send a cheque to: Cashiers, 
Darlington Memorial Hospital, 
Hollyhurst Road, Darlington, 
DL3 6HX. Please make 
cheques payable to: Co Durham 
& Darlington NHS FT Charity.
• Pick up a donation envelope 

with more information, from 
one of our waiting areas or 
wards.
• Text SCAN02 £10 to 70070 to 
donate £10 to CDDFT.
• To discuss fundraising or for 
more information, ring 01325 
743786 or email:
cddft.charity@nhs.net
• Follow us on twitter:
@CDDFTCharity
• Find the charity on Facebook

A new general manager 
has been appointed to lead 
the team at a popular North 
East hotel. Rob Warren will 
bring more than 25 years’ 
experience of the industry 
to his new role at County 
Durham’s Hardwick Hall 
Hotel.
The former general 
manager at Harrogate’s The 
Yorkshire Hotel joins the 
venue following a major 
refurbishment.
The four-star hotel, set in 
County Durham’s Hardwick 
Country Park, is also home 
to the acclaimed Rib Room 
Steakhouse and Grill and 
is renowned for holding 
large scale balls and events, 
including the annual Lobster 
Ball, which will be held on 27 
April.
“In fact, it’s the scale and 
diversity of the offering at 
Hardwick Hall Hotel that 
really attracted me,” said 
Rob, from Knaresborough.
“There is always something 
going on and what makes the 
hotel really challenging is 
that it achieves high standards 
across the board; in catering 
in service and in terms of its 
facilities.
“It will be my job to ensure 
we continue to meet those 
standards and that we make 
every effort to exceed them.”
John Adamson, owner 
of Ramside Estates, said 
Rob’s experience at hotels 
across the country would 
be an invaluable asset to the 
Hardwick Hall Hotel as it 
moves forward.

New General Manager 
at Hardwick Hall Hotel

A Bishop Auckland based 
accountancy firm has once 
again announced continued 
growth and is embarking 
upon a recruitment drive to 
expand the team further. 
Stuart Hall & Co recorded 
record growth, increasing 
year on year turnover by 30% 

LOCAL ACCOUNTANT’S LATEST 
RECRUITMENT DRIVE

in each of the past six years. 
As a result, the firm is seeking 
to strengthen their team of 
financial professionals by 
recruiting an experienced 
accountant.
The firm provides accounting, 
bookkeeping, payroll, VAT 
return services and funding 

assistance to businesses 
throughout the North East 
and Scotland. The company 
recently opened additional 
branch locations in Stockton 
on Tees and Scotland. 
The Bishop Auckland 
branch contains one of 
Newton Aycliffe’s own, 
Kate Hewitson. Kate 
has completed a 3 year 
apprenticeship and has now 
registered as a student of 
the Chartered Association 
of Certified Accountants 
to continue her studies and 
become a Chartered Certified 
Accountant.
Owner Stuart Hall, who 
founded the business in 2009, 
has seen the client base grow 
to in excess of 500 customers 
and the team grow to fifteen 
members. Stuart said: “The 
growth of our business has 
been due to our ability to 

provide a personal financial 
service to our clients. We 
pride ourselves on the long-
term relationships we have 
with our clients, which 
enables us to offer them a 
bespoke financial service.”
Stuart adds “Another 
factor of our success is the 
opportunities we provide 
for our employees; over the 
years not only have we have 
welcomed apprentices and 
guided them through their 
education to become full 
time employees, but we have 
also developed the newest 
members in our team with 
professional accounting 
qualifications”
Stuart Hall and Co is going 
from strength to strength 
with this latest recruitment 
drive. For more information 
visit their website: 
www.stuarthall.co.uk

“We are keen to build on 
our reputation as a first class 
wedding, conference and 
leisure venue,” he said, “and 
I have every confidence that 
Rob is the right person to help 
us achieve that.”
For further information, visit 
www.hardwickhallhotel.co.uk
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Pest Control

PROTECH Direct Pest 
Control. Experts in industrial, 
commercial and domestic pest 
control. 16+ years experience, 
fully insured, free quotes. 
Tel 01325 310520 or 07896 
848856 (24 hours)

Pest Control

01325 301063
07790 732089

www.pestguard1.co.uk

CALL PESTGUARD TODAY
Newton Aycliffe Based

Fully Licensed & Insured
30+ years trading

throughout the North East

JC Treeworks
Felling - Garden Maintenance

Pruning - Hedge Trimming
Fully Qualified & Insured

Contact Jonathan on

07572 605673
or 01325 495921

Heating and
Plumbing Services

Ferryhill Based

No 593509

Heating & Plumbing Services
Boiler & Fire Servicing
Landlords Certificates
Free Gas Analyser Report

Free Quotations

Call Paul
07967 679998

For all your print requirements
Newton Press 300212

ANDREWS
Landscaping and Gardening Services

Fencing, Patios,
Turfing, Walling, 

Ironwork, Decking,
Grass Cutting,
Maintenance,

Gravelling etc.
All work guaranteed

07817 543677
andrews_d_landscaping@hotmail.com

Gardening

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work

Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking & 

Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432

Mobile: 07765 374 905

LANDSCAPE & BLOCKPAVING 
SPECIALISTS

GARY O’CONNOR
•  Driveways  •  Patios  •  Paving

•  Walling  •  Fencing  •  More
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE WITH VERY 

COMPETITIVE RATES CALL GARY ON

01325 320 267
07866 561 340

MARTIN SHIRES Garden 
Landscaping Services, Block 
Paving Specialists. Fencing, 
Decking, Patios, Walls, 
Turfing, Hedges. Quality 
guaranteed work. Tel 321891 
or 07989 024 501
ALPINE LANDSCAPES.
Patios, Driveways, Fencing, 
Decking, Gravel, Turfing, 
Walls. All work guaranteed. 
25 years experience, est 15 
years, professional advice. 
www.alpinelandscapes.co.uk - 
contact Alan on 01325 321745 
or 07974 710351
TREE STUMP Removal, 
Stump Grinding, Tree Work, 
Hedge Cutting/Removal. Fully 
Insured and Qualified. Call 
Crossland 01325 377755
LAWNS CUT, Hedges 
Trimmed, Trees & Shrubs 
Pruned - Overgrown Gardens 
Tamed. Visit us at www.
espropertyservices.co.uk or 
telephone Ian on 01325 318269
ROSEWOOD Tree work. 
Felled, Pruned, Hedges Cut, 
Fencing, Gravel. All aspects 
of groundwork considered. 
20% off for OAPs. Tel 01325 
318679 or 07740 999075

DLRP Fencing & Garden Services

Call for a quote
07854 684712

www.dlrpservices.co.uk

• Fencing
• Gravel
• Grass Cutting
• Planting
• Painting
• Tree Surgery
• Clean Ups
• Trimming

P.H.S
PETER CABLE
Home Maintenance

Any Job Considered:
Gardening • Painting

High Pressure Cleaning
Repairs • Gutters Cleaned

Grass/Hedge Cutting
any Property Maintenance

Free Estimates - No Call Out Charge

01325 317 216 or 
07946 432 901

Aerial Installations

TV.  AERIAL  FITTERS
All aspects of aerial work undertaken

01325 307075

Quick service & fair prices 

Richard NaylorCall

CCTV

15% OFF
with this 

advert

Driving School

Jacks Driving School
Fully Qualified High Grade Instructors

TRAILER/CARAVAN TRAINING ALSO AVAILABLE
Helping you to relax, enjoy and build confidence

Excellent first time pass rate - Block booking offers

Jack: 07949 195 184
Mally: 07840 978 984
Dave: 07708 549 788

Special offer: First 5 hours £90 - www.jacksdrivingschool.co.uk

For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338
waterways@talktalk.net

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs    Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes    Power Flushing

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596

Mobile 07931 591381

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs
Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing
Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

TELEPHONE
BROADBAND

ENGINEER
Fault Finding & Repairs

New Tel/Broadband Sockets
Internal/External Cabling

Far Cheaper than OpenReach
Contact Brian 01325 481946

or 07900 158824

Phone Engineer

Plumbing

Over 40 years’ Experience

Acorn Plumbing & Heating
    •  Boiler Installations
    •  Central Heating
    •  Bathroom Refurbishment
    •  Wet Rooms
    •  Tiling
    •  General Plumbing

Tel: 320409 - Mobile: 07798 860593
www.acornplumbingservices.co.uk

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

Tel: 01325 312345
30 Year Old Family Run Business

BOILER & FULL SYSTEM 
REPLACEMENTS

No Deposit, 12 months Interest Free
or Monthly Payments over longer term

St. Cuthberts House
Block 1, Ground Floor
Durham Way North
Aycliff e Business Park
Co. Durham DL5 6DL

07701 359375
548094

• Boilers Installed, repaired & serviced
• Full heating systems
• Bathroom refurbs
• Wall and Floor Tiling
• Showers • Electrics

We now accept all major debit/credit cards
*GUARANTEED SAME DAY CALL OUT*

01325 492715
01388 311831

John Dunn
Heating & Plumbing 

Services

Boiler Installations
Service and Repair

7-10 Year Boiler
Warranty Available

01388 720009
07826 527952

NC PLUMBING Services
All plumbing requirements undertaken

From a drip to a full bathroom refit
Complete bathroom specialist

Full tiling and wall cladding service
Full power flush service - No job too small

Central heating problems repaired

Neil 07882 233219 or 01325 589224
out of hours call out available

01325 589224

For all Plumbing needs - Mark 07949 018018

• Full Bathroom Installation Service • Toilets/Water Tanks
• Burst Pipes, Blockages and Leaks • Kitchen Sinks and Taps
Anything at all . . . Give me a call, No Job Too Small

Fast, Friendly and Reliable Service
No job too small - All work sensibly priced
24 hour emergency call out with no call out fee
All Work Fully Guaranteed - Normally Same Day Service

GRANGE PLUMBING SERVICES

Telephone: 07837 472040
Email: gracieheating@hotmail.co.uk
Website: www.gracieheating.co.uk

• Full Central Heating Installs and Maintenance
• Gas Boiler Servicing     • Combi Swaps
• Bathroom Installations     • Tiling

Storage

“U” STORE Aycliffe Business 
Park. Domestic and Industrial 
storage. Open 6 days a week. 
Large and small containers 
from £12 per week. Tel 01325 
317716, 07850 646355

MAN WITH VAN cheap 
removals, house and garage 
clearances. Tel 07860 560 295

Acorn Removals
Since 1992

Local and Na� onwide
Man & Van £30 per hour

Tel Tony 300557
07779 890 006

Removals

Full House, Part Load
or Single Items.

Local and National
Storage Available.

01325 319842
or 07736 763702

Smiths
removals

PHIL’S 
REMOVALS

Light Removals
House Clearances

Rubbish Clearances
General Odd Jobs

“Anything Considered”

Please Call Phil on
07531 303332
any questions or quote 

requests welcome.
“I am Happy To Help”

References on Request
Cheap Rates

B & D LANDSCAPES 
Fencing, Decking, Artificial 
Grass supplied and fitted, turf, 
garden tidy up. Tel 07435 
618300

McNeal
Plumbing
and Heating

BOILER FITTING
SERVICE & REPAIRS
Landlords Certificates

Call Heighington 
07944 090 538

Would you like to get fit, 
tone up, lose weight and 
feel motivated?  Come and 
join our very friendly fitness 
classes. Jenny Pears has 
over 12 years experience 
of working within the 
fitness industry, teaching a 
variety of classes, working 
in gymnasiums and health 
clubs. She relocated to 
County Durham and wants to 
establish fitness classes in the 
local community.
She wanted to create very 
friendly fitness classes were 
everyone feels welcome, have 
fun, work hard and enjoy 
exercise. She has 2 classes at 
School Aycliffe Community 

Hall on a Monday Evening: 
6.15pm - 7.00pm Bums, 
Legs and Tums and 7.00pm - 
7.45pm Body Blitz
£3.00 per class or both 
classes for £5.00. It would be 
great to see you there.
Please contact me if you 
have any questions or visit 
my Facebook page https://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
JennyPearsFitness/
Classes are hard work, fun 
but not too serious, suitable 
for all abilities and ages. I 
have 2 children and know 
how challenging it is to find 
the time to lose weight and 
tone up. The classes have 
been devised to give a full 
body workout in 45 minutes. 
Giving your body maximum 
workout in minimal amount 
of time. 

NEW FITNESS CLASS FOR NEWTON AYCLIFFE
I set these classes up as 
thought it would be a great 
way to meet people, have 
fun, be sociable while 
exercising. I would like to 
encourage people to exercise 
as there are so many benefits 
physically and mentally. We 
have established a small class 
with friendly people and 
great atmosphere. It would 
be great if we could create 
a social group outside of the 
classes too.
Jenny’s son was diagnosed 
with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder not long after she 
moved to Heighington. I 
made the decision to give 
up work and support and 
care for my son. This made 
it more challenging to meet 
people and highlighted the 
importance of seeing people 

and doing something for 
myself. 
“Exercise became very 
important to me as it got me 
out of the house and gave me 
the space I needed. Now 2 
years later i know the value 
of exercising and seeing 
people.  I wanted to create 
classes that are not just about 
exercise but also have a huge 
positive impact socially and 
create something great in 
the local community”. said 
Jenny.
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Home Services

StainKleen
Professional Cleaning Services for Carpets, Upholstery, Rugs

and Leather Cleaning - Tiling and Grout Floor Cleaning
RAPID DRYING - FULLY INSURED

Tel Paul on 01325 493003
Mobile: 07817 573 604   -   Web: www.stainkleen.co.uk

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE REPAIRS

ALL MAKES OF WASHERS
TUMBLERS, MICROWAVES
DISHWASHERS
VACUUM CLEANERS
FRIDGE/FREEZERS
COOKERS
* Free Estimates
* No Call Out Charge
* Appliances Plumbed in

Telephone:  321756

The Small Works
Tiling, Plastering
Laminate Flooring
Bathroom Installations
Painting, Landscaping
Fencing, Turfing
and more, just call.
No job too small!

Handyman Services
Call Tim on

01325 321405
07734 357789

“One Call Solves Them All”

Phoenix Carpet Cleaners
Bringing new life to your carpets and upholstery
Fully insured & CRB checked
Stain removal
NHS staff discount
Reliable and efficient
Domestic and commercial
A high quality 7 day service

www.phoenixcarpetcleaners.co.uk

M 07733 804870
T  01325 281597

Remember 
to tell the 

advertiser you 
found them 

in the 
Newton News

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES

• Carpet and 
upholstery cleaning
• Leather cleaning 

and repair
• Pressure washing

• Gutter cleaning 
and repair

• End of tenancy cleans
• Domestic and  

Commercial 
cleaning staff

• Janitorial supplies
• Fully insured

01325 327 087
or 07895 697 115

For all your print requirements
Newton Press 300212

CARPET FITTER and vinyl 
flooring specialist. Contact 
Richard  on  07946 435177
CLEANING ANGELS. 
For all your cleaning needs. 
Commercial cleaning 
available. Domestic, end of 
tenancy, holiday lets, builders 
cabins, oven cleans, office 
cleaning, window cleaning (up 
to 8ft), caravan clean, ironing 
service available. Competitive 
rates. Find us on Facebook. 
Contact Angela 07518 798595
LAUNDRY LADIES Offering 
a wash, dry and ironing service 
(domestic or commercial). 
Free collection and drop off 
included. Tel 07526 617558 or 
laundryladies16@gmail.com
DAVE’S HANDYMAN 
SERVICES gardening, 
painting, flat packs, all types 
of jobs considered. Tel. 01325 
317325 or 07948 421061
YOUR LOCAL Handymen, 
Fully Insured. Visit us at: www.
aycliffehandyman.co.uk or call: 
01325 318269
EVERCLEAN Free 30 
minutes for all new customers! 
Amazing results, fantastic 
service, affordable prices. 
We deliver the promise! 
Commercial and domestic. 
Laundry service also available. 
Please contact Susan on 01325 
319392 or 07584 288821

Brushstrokes
Decorators

FREE QUOTES
Any interior/exterior work get

50% off next job (within 12months)
Front/Rear gutters & fascias 

cleaned from £60.00

Tel: 01325 312953
Mobile: 07587 140912

H&H JOINERY
& PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE
All aspects of Joinery Work,

Kitchen Fitting and
General Maintenance

Playhouses & Summerhouses
10% Discount for OAPs

Tel: 01325 317172
Mobile:  07769 903173

Foster Joinery Services
All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

From inside the home: Doors, Hardwood and Laminate 
Flooring, Skirting and Architrave, Staircases and 

revamping what you already have, Loft entrances and 
Loft Ladders.

To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.
Also Plastering Tiling and Bathroom fitting.
No job too small - Can supply all materials

Just ring 07748 967 374 for a FREE quote

C SMILLIE
• Joinery •
• Building •

• Decorating •
Established 1984

Apprenticeship Served

312024  after 6pm

Joinery

LAMBTON JOINERY 
Kitchen and bedrooms fitted, 
doors, skirting, dado rails, 
laminate floors, general 
joinery. No job too small. Call 
for free estimates. Tel 07858 
755437

Roofing

JK ROOFING (Aycliffe)
Aycliffe & Surrounding Areas - From a Tile to a Full Roof

• Felt Roofs • Pointing • Dry Verge, Soffits
• Dry Ridge System • Facias, Guttering
We’ll beat any genuine quote, Free estimates:

Tel: 01325 461 473
Mobile: 07596 801534 or 07562 439455

NEWTON AYCLIFFE 
ROOFING

Chimney Stacks - Slating - Ridge Tiles Replaced - Tiling - Flat Roofs
Pointing - UPVC Facias and Soffi  ts - Guttering - Leadwork

Storm Damage - Velux Windows - Recommendations Available
For a Free Estimate Contact us

07908 625 396

Bargain Buys Appliance Repairs
Shafto Way, Newton Aycliffe - Tel: 01325 321678

Repairs to Domestic Appliance Machines including:
Washers - Tumblers - Microwaves
Dishwashers - Cookers etc.

Free Quotes and No Call Out Fee

Tel: 01325 321678

PROPERTY REPAIRS
& MAINTAINANCE
Call your Local Handyman, 
from Flat Pack Assembly to 
Flooring, Decking, Gutters 

Cleaned & Cleared, Pressure 
Washing, Fencing, Patios & 
General Household Repairs

Visit our website:
www.esproperty-estate.co.uk
or telephone 01325 318269

VALLEY
WROUGHT IRON

High Quality Gates, Wall
Railings & Garden Fences

Free Estimates and Advice
Experienced Tradesmen

Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Contact Stephen on
07976 554046 anytime

E: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www. valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Iron / Steel

HOUSE PLANS, Extensions 
and Alterations Tel: 01325 
300646 or 07795 965670
BUILDING PLANS drawn 
for all planning permissions. 
Building control applications, 
Structured design, Beams, 
Foundations. Full design 
and build service available 
is required, (38 years in 
construction). Tel 07731 
985837

Plans

G. CROSSEN
PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07340 606402
Time Served  -  C&G  -  Established 1998

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator

Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate
01325 483 697

or 07745 037 754

Decorating

P & B HOME SERVICES
Painting &  Decorating

TELEPHONE: 01325 308483
MOBILE TEL: 07799 166 555

DRAGON DECORATORS 
All aspects of interior & 
exterior decorating, including 
children’s artwork. Over 20 
years experience. No job too 
small, free estimates. Contact 
Colin on 07952 364426
A&T TILING Wall and floor 
tiling, professional service 
at competitive rates. Free 
estimates. Tony 07858 755437
C. A. PLASTERERS 
all plastering work, artex 
skimmed, small jobs, free 
estimates, 01388 721206
PAINTER & Decorator, over 
30 years experience, free 
estimates. Tel Steve Pearson on 
319862 or 07896 917880
SC PLASTERING All 
aspects of plastering work 
undertaken. Artex cover up, 
skimming, rendering. Call 
Sam for friendly advice and 
free quote on 07825 650437 or 
01325 304464

B & D Decorators
Painting & Decorating

(local lads), free estimates.
Odd jobs undertaken.

T: 07435 618300

No Job Too Small
Installation Certificates

PAT Testing
Fuse Board Upgrades
Rewires  |  Lighting

Extra Sockets
Fault Finding
Free Quotes

• EMERGENCY CALL OUTS •
Contact Dave on

Telephone:

07563 088 946

DJW
ELECTRICS

Including Property Maintenance
• Fuse Board Upgrades •

• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •

• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •
• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on 

01325 313282
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)

Check out our website for monthly
deals: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

Electrical

 Fuse Box Replacement
 Extra Sockets & Lights
 Landlord Inspections
 Experienced Electrician
 Tidy & Reliable
 Free Quotes & Advice
 OAP Discounts

No Job Too Small
Give Richard a Call

Mobile: 07859 021039
Telephone: 01325 308349

Established 2005

BUILDERS      07896 046992
ALL BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE WORK

Extensions, Garage Conversions, Porches,
Garden Walls, Patios   -   Free Estimates

CALL NATHAN 07896 046992 (Aycliffe Village)

Jeff Horsley
28 years experience

Full Build of Extensions
Porches, Garages,

Garden Walls, Patios,
Concreting and Re-Pointing

FREE ESTIMATES
Guaranteed Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01325 313939
or 07970 869967

Builders

Over 25 years Experience
Skimming, Rendering, 

Coving & Tiling
Call Brian 

for a competitive quote

07977 832 301
or 01325 310 133

BC Plastering 
& Building

Extensions  |  Bathrooms
Kitchens  |  Tiling

Rendering  |  Maintenance

Craig Brown
01325 319 842
07763 053 835

firstchoiceimprovements@hotmail.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
AND PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

FIRST
CHOICE

Steve
Whitehead
All aspects of 

Joinery and Glazing 
Services Covered

Established 30 years

01325 333280
07836 355139

SHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Door
Repair

Specialist

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs
Mechanism Repair/Replacement
Door Adjustment - Door Furniture
Emergency Door Opening
90% OF PARTS IN STOCK

24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114
07748 044 808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Locksmiths

Steve
Whitehead

GLAZING
LOCKSMITH

Boarding Up Service

Established 30 years

01325 333280
07778 240918

The British Skin Foundation 
is urging the public to check 
their loved ones moles! 
Whether it’s your boyfriend, 
girlfriend, spouse, friend or 
family – take the time to 
check for changes in moles. 
Things to look for include:
• Moles that are growing 
or changing shape
• Moles that are developing 

TIME TO CHECK MOLES ON YOUR SKIN
new colours
• Moles that are inflamed, 
bleeding, or red around 
the edges
• Moles that are 
particularly itchy or 
behaving unusually.
Dr Bav Shergill, Consultant 
Dermatologist and British 
Skin Foundation trustee 
explains “Most skin cancers can be cured if detected 

early. The best way to detect 
skin cancer is to check your 
skin regularly, about once a 
month. You should examine 
the skin all over your body 
from top to toe. Ask a friend 
or member of your family to 
look at areas you can’t see 
such as your scalp, ears and 
back.” 
The most recent Office for 

National Statistics report 
on melanoma skin cancer in 
England found:
• There has been an 
increase in melanoma skin 
cancer diagnosis from 
1995-2014
• Over half of newly 
diagnosed skin cancer 
cases are in people aged 60 
and over.
• But it also affects 
younger people – in 2014, 
skin cancer was the second 
most common type of 
cancer diagnosed for 15 to 
49 year olds.
• Men are more likely to 
get skin cancer. 
•  Early diagnosis of skin 
cancer results in higher 
survival. 
Remember, if in doubt, get 

it checked out straight away. 
Tell your doctor about any 
changes to a mole or patch 
of skin. Show someone 
you really love them by 
checking their skin health.
A Newton Aycliffe lady 
contacted Newton News to 
say how lucky she was  to 
recognise she had a problem 
starting as a mole that 
changed colour, and shape 
followed by itching. 
On investigation she 
was diagnosed as having 
Melanoma and undertook 
surgery to have it removed.
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Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Opticians

Chiropody

CHIROPODY
Mr P. Oliver

BSc (Hons)  -  M.Ch.S
for a Home Visit call

01325 320126
Computers

Aycliffe 
COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification

PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades  -  Data Recovery
Windows 10 Installation

Broadband Installation
Networking  -  Anti Virus

Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

No Call Out Charge Within 
Newton News Circulation area

Contact Rob
01325 310737
07841 867170

aycliffecomputers@googlemail.com

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED 
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER 

BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

ENJOY LEARNING Guitar, 
Bass or Drums at home. 
Tel Roger 01325 321 444  - 
Friendly, Experienced, Local.

Tuition
CHRISTOGRAPHY Chris 
Todd, Wedding Photographer. 
Tel 07398 134 624 or visit 
website: www.christography.
co.uk

Photography

BVA Foundation
FREE
Confidential
Post Abortion
Counselling 
available

Telephone:
01642 616077

SAMARITANS - 13 Woodland 
Road, Darlington. We are here 
for you 24 hours a day. Tel: 
Freephone 116123

Personal

JULIE’S Mobile Hairdressing. 
Cuts £10, Perm £40 (all inc). 
Tel Julie on 07801 192 417
HAIR DESIGN Experienced 
mobile hairstylist. OAP 
reduced rates. Call Lynn on 
07904 219 997

Hairdressing

MOBILE HAIR
and NAILS

By Sue

07773 812786

PALLETS FREE
Collect from 

NEWTON PRESS 
at the 

Blue Bridge Centre 
(goods inward)

please ring the bell

Free

For Sale

INASPIN ROADSHOW 
Discos for al l  occasions. 
Weddings, birthdays, etc. a 
speciality. State of the Art Light 
Show. Tel 01325 310646 or 
07952 244404
P R O F.  N I N C O M P O O P 
Children’s entertainer making 
bi r thday par t ies  specia l . 
Balloons, magic and tomfoolery, 
midweek discounts. Tel Gary 
on 310646 or 07952 244404. 
Websi te :  www.professor-
nincompoop.com - Facebook: 
Prof Nincompoop

Entertainment

Pets

DOG WALKING Daytime, 
half hour sessions £5.50 per 
dog. Years of experience in dog 
handling. Tel 07756 825 637
DOG WALKER. Fully 
insured. CRB checked. No 
time to walk your dog, going 
on holiday, need your pets 
fed? Contact 07736 332146 for 
further details

Specialising in Small Businesses,
Sole Traders or partnerships

• Accounts •
• Bookkeeping •

• Self-Assessment Tax Returns •
• Payroll •

• Accounting Advice •

Contact:
louise@lambookkeeping.co.uk

Tel: 07980 468615

Bookkeeping

NEWTON NEWS

FOR SALE
Seat Leon 2.0 TDi, lady 
owner with FSH. Only 
48748 miles. Very low for 
its age. Great condition.
Please call 07517 095 825 
if interested and to arrange 
a viewing. £6150 ono

Autos

Stigs Motor Factors
Unit 4 Whitworth Avenue

Oils, Wipers, Filters, Brakes, Clutches,
Suspension, Additives, Car Care, Bulbs,
Batteries, Anti Freeze, Bearings + more

Wiperblade, Bulb + 
Battery fi tting available

OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK

TEL: 01325 316 566

Cars, Vans, Trucks &
Caravans

At Home or Work
We Come To You

Various Packages at 
Reasonable Rates

Telephone:
07376 116518

ampvaleting@outlook.com
Find us on Facebook

RENT a washing machine only 
£3.99 per week, no deposit, 
fully maintained. Bargain Buys, 
Shafto Way, 01325 321 678
“ALL SORTS”  Cha r i t y 
Shop at the side of St. Clare’s 
Church is open 10am to 1pm 
every Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday. On sale is a huge 
selection of bric-a-brac, toys, 
household goods, jewellery, 
electrical goods . . . the list is 
endless. All items are perfect 
and at low prices. All money 
raised will continue to be given 
to good causes. All Sorts is 
a charitable project run and 
funded solely by Godfrey 
Bennett.
4 WHEEL disability walking 
aid with brakes, good condition, 
318. Contact Woodham 07964 
277265
BRAND NEW double divan 
with quilted Damask mattress, 
can arrange delivery. £125. Tel 
07789 113 343

Wanted

MOBILITY Scooter and 
wheelchair. Tel 07401 133 459

BENTLEY SWIFT & CO
Antique Valuers and Buyers

WE WISH TO PURCHASE:
Antique Furniture, Watches,

Pre-War Furniture & Paintings,
Old China & Clocks, Old Books
Post Cards, Cigarette Cards, 
Medals, Militaria, Coins, Toys, 
Dolls, Silver and all Jewellery

Photographic Equipment, Linen, 
Autographs, Fishing Tackle,

Deceased Estates House Clearance
All transactions in confidence

ALL AREAS COVERED

(01325) 480561
www.bentleyswift.co.uk

Bury Guest House
8-10 Bury Road

Newton Aycliffe DL5 5DL

01325 300203

“Aycliffe’s Premier Guest House”

• Self Contained Rooms
• Single or Twin Rooms

• All Bills Included
• Free Wi-Fi

• Good Weekly Rates

2 BEDROOM property to 
rent, £475 pcm, £475 bond. Tel 
01325 314031.
3 BEDROOM house for rent 
in St Godrics Road, £115 per 
week. Tel 07972 098835
2 BEDROOM Raby Drive, 
Woodham. Rent £450 per 
month, Bond £450. For details 
tel 07980 596563
NEW! Rooms to rent in newly 
refurbished house share. £75 
per double room per week, £60 
per single. All bills included 
plus free WiFi. Lockable room 
doors and access to high spec 
communal areas. Off-site 
landlord. Applicants must 
be employed. Contact 07782 
482764.

2 Bedroom House
Family home with large 
garden available to rent

£450
Contact

01325 351 212 
for more details

Property Sales

Four Bed Detached House
Sunningdale, Woodham Village

En-suite Master Bedroom
Family Bathroom, Downstairs Toilet

Large Garage and Good off Street Parking
Rear Easy Maintained Garden

Double Glazed throughout, French Windows
Gas Central Heating

Solar Panels (£1,000 income p.a.)
£225,000 - No Chain

Telephone: 07930 557330

DONATIONS of Bric-a-Brac 
and other good condition items 
for Newton Aycliffe good causes. 
Honest John 01325 316630

Public Notice

Bungalow  Wanted
Cash Buyer (not an agent)

2-3 bedroom 
Near town centre

Please call 

07930 557 330
with your details

Property Wanted

Commercial Expert, based 
on Aycliffe Business Park in 
Newton Aycliffe, celebrated 
a decade in business in 
February. Managing Director 
Mike Coates has now laid 
out an ambitious plan which 
would see its turnover surpass 
£1m by the end of the 2018-19 
financial year.
Commercial Expert has grown 
considerably after expanding 
to bespoke offices in Aycliffe 
two years ago, after it was first 
formed by Mike in 2008, with 
sales climbing 25% in the last 
12 months.
The firm now handles more 
than £170m-worth of deals 
across 560 cases a year, for 
clients predominantly in the 
North East region, with a range 
of services including business 
loans, property investment 
finance, development 
finance, bridging finance and 
crowdfunding loans.
Commercial Expert has 
already appointed new 
appointed representative 
James Gwynne to develop 
opportunities in Leeds, while 
Coates has also earmarked 
Sheffield, Hull, Newcastle and 
Scotland as targeted areas for 
further growth.
“We’ve grown steadily and 
gradually since forming 10 
years ago,” says Coates.
“We’ve assembled a good 
solid team at our head office in 
Newton Aycliffe. Now I really 
want to make a big impact 
going forward. 
“We’ve already appointed a 
foot soldier in Leeds and we’re 
looking at Sheffield, Hull and 
Newcastle, and possibly up to 
Scotland, as potential areas for 
growth.
“We’re also aiming to take on 
more staff at our Aycliffe head 
office this year – at least one 
more business manager to help 
accommodate a continued rise 
in work-load – so rather than 
celebrating what has already 
been achieved, we’re excited 
and positive about the months 
and years ahead.”
Commercial Expert was 
founded by Coates in 2008 
when he diversified from 
the residential mortgage and 
insurance advice career he 
began in 2001.
Originally based in 
Darlington, the firm relocated 
to Aycliffe in 2012 to facilitate 
the growth of his expanding 
business before expanding to 
new offices in 2016.

(left to right) Susan Driver, Daniel Brown, Colin Coates, Mark 
Whitaker, Mike Coates, James Gwynne, David Hodgson, Rod 

Dales and Tracey Barnes.

And in the last year, 
Commercial Expert has added 
to its team with new office 
manager Susan Driver and 
business managers Rod Dales 
and Tracey Barnes.
Reflecting on the firm’s 10 
years in business, Coates said: 
“We’ve seen a tremendous 
amount of changes in our 
industry over the last 10 
years, when you consider 
Commercial Expert was 
formed in February 2008, 
right in the middle of the 
world’s biggest credit crunch.
“Lenders have gone, others 
have come and gone, 
regulations have come in, 
we’re seeing Brexit and 
fluctuating share prices. As a 
result there’s a constant flow 
of new lenders coming to the 
market place.
“The world of commercial 
finance has certainly cleaned 

its act up. But it had to. There 
are still some unscrupulous 
people out there, but you 
can’t survive in the world of 
commercial finance any more 
if you’re being dishonest with 
people. It has to be driven 
by a process and it has to be 
transparent.
“But I’m relatively happy 
with the way the company has 
developed. I can be impatient 
– it’s my baby and it came 
from zero – but I’ve learned to 
be more patient over the years. 
I love what I do and the people 
who work here love what they 
do. 
“It’s hard work, but we’ve 
built up a good strong network 
of accountants, valuers and 
solicitors across the North 
East, as well as direct clients, 
and we’re buoyant as we 
look to grow and expand the 
business.”

Aycliffe Finance Company 
10 years in Business

Gears up  for growth plan in Leeds

The REME Branch 
Annual Dinner took 
place on Saturday 17th 
February 2018 at the 
Phoenix Club, Newton 
Aycliffe.  
Major (Retired) Chris 
Prince BEMER, 4th 
Infantry Brigade & 102 
Bn REME, presented 
the Branch President, 
Capt (Retired) Philip 
Rolfe TD with a REME 
75 plaque and flag to 
be displayed at Branch 
meetings, which was 
gratefully accepted and 
will be treasured for 
years to come. 
The next monthly 
Branch Meeting will 
be held on Wednesday 
28th March 2018 at 8pm 
in the Scout Centre, 

Presentation at 
REME Annual Dinner

Philip Rolfe (Right) with Chris Prince

Bluebell Way, Newton 
Aycliffe. All serving 
and ex serving REME 
personnel welcome. 
“Arte et Marte”

Accommodation
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Students at Greenfield 
College have been learning 
valuable lessons as part of 
Rights Respecting Day.  Year 
8 students across both the 
Aycliffe site and the Sunnydale 
campus came together to 
learn more about choices and 
consequences in society and 
what it means to have your 
rights and freedom taken 
away from you in relation to 
crime and punishment.
Students took part in a number 
of activities which brought 
home the effect of crime 
on both the victim and the 
criminals involved.  ‘Street 
Scene’ gave an excellent 
demonstration of how petty 
crime such as ‘breach of 
the peace’ and ‘drunk and 
disorderly’ can impact upon 
society.  Students were given 
the chance to participate in 
role play acting out scenarios 
in a light-hearted setting that 
achieved valuable results as 
students appreciated the effect 
on the victims, police time and 
ultimately the perpetrators. 
Visitors from ‘Prison Me No 
Way’ made a real impression 
on students as they were 

Students Learn 
Consequences of Crime

able to access their mobile 
prison cell and learn about the 
conditions and consequence of 
criminal activities.  Inhabiting 
the small space and sparse 
interior was particularly 
enlightening and volunteers 
from ‘Prison Me No Way’ 
were on hand to explain the 
daily routines of prisoners and 
answer the many questions 
raised by students.
Students were also able to 
hear about the experience 
of prisoners first-hand as 
individuals spoke sincerely 
about the poor choices they 
had made in the past and the 
consequence of their actions.  
Students engaged well and 
were able to ask appropriate 
questions. There were also 
sessions on hate crime and 
harassment and courtroom 
drama as students played out 
scenarios in a magistrates 
court.
The day was a great success 
with students gaining a broad 
base of knowledge about the 
consequence of crime.  A 
big thank you to all of our 
visitors who led the sessions 
throughout the day.

No sooner has he returned 
to the cobbles of Coronation 
Street, actor turned chef 
Sean Wilson – also known 
for his role as Martin Platt – 
makes his return to Bishop 
Auckland Food Festival.
During his 13-year absence 
from our screens, Sean has 
followed his passion into 
the world of food, where he 
has created his own range 
of multi-award winning 
Lancashire cheeses and 
worked in Michelin star 
restaurants. 
Presenting the lauded ‘Great 
Northern Cookbook’ for 
Channel 5 brought Sean 
back into our living rooms, 
reaching 1.2 million viewers. 
He also penned the notable 
92 recipe cookbook of the 
same name to accompany 
the series. 
Completely self-taught, 
Sean has been a serious cook 
for over 30 years. Over the 
past five years this natural 

Corrie Star at Local Food Festival

confidence in the kitchen 
has led Sean to the world of 
food festivals where he has 
delighted thousands with 
everything from fine dining 
and food trends through to 
more rustic, heritage and 
provincial style dishes. 
Sean’s Saddleworth Cheese 
Company creates six 
artisanal cheeses, with 
provenance as their byword, 
celebrating Lancashire. 
All have been British 
Cheese Award favourites 
over the years with Gold 
medals both nationally 
and internationally and 36 
international awards to date, 
where they are becoming 
known as territorial cheeses 
of fine quality. 
“I’m thrilled to be heading 
back to Bishop Auckland 
Food Festival,” said Sean. 
“I have very fond memories 
of my last visit and look 
forward to making new ones 
this April. It will be great to 
see everyone there.”
Sean has just made his return 
to acting and Coronation 
Street, as his on-screen son 

Heighington AFC Boys 
under 8s have agreed to a 
sponsorship deal with MAF 
Plumbing, Heating & Gas 
Services from Darlington
The companies owner, 
Mark Fryer, has generously 
bought the team a new home 
kit. 
On behalf of the whole team, 
coaches and all the parents 
we would like to thank him 
for his generosity.
Proudly wearing their new 
kits the boys played in the 
league against Byers Green 
Bees. The Under 8s won 
their 2nd game in a row 
this week. After going a 
goal down they battled hard 
and pulled 2 goals back. 
Finished 2-1 to the mighty 

In Memoriam

Congratulations

Obituary

Thank You

Birthday 
Remembrance

BILL HUTTON of Oswald 
House, Newton Aycliffe, 
peacefully in hospital on 
March 11th aged 71 years. 
Beloved Brother, Brother-in-
Law, Uncle and Great Uncle. 
Family and friends please meet 
at Wear Valley Crematorium 
on Wednesday 28th of March, 
11am. Family flowers only, 
donations in lieu on plate 
provided at the crematorium.

ANNIE COWAN
13th March 2018

‘Anna’

Passed away peacefully 
with dignity surrounded 
by her treasured family.
Funeral Service to be held 
at Durham Crematorium, 
Monday 26th March at 
2.30pm. Family flowers 
only please, donations 
may be given in Anna’s 
memory to Bliss Charity 
for babies born premature 
or sick.
We are all so proud of you 
Mam. Good night, God 
bless. Love you always, 
Diane, Andrew, Emma, 
Holli, Jessica, John and 
special hugs and kisses 
from your little darlings, 
Sophie, Charlie, Teddi and 
Josie xxxx

ALAN NORTON 22nd June 
1939 to 31st March 2016.  
Husband, Father, Grandfather 
and Great Grandfather. In our 
hearts you will always stay, 
loved and remembered every 
day. Your loving family, Carol, 
Tony, Lydia and Stephen, 
Grandchildren and Great 
Grandchildren.
TINA-LOUISE ALLAN 
21st March. Those special 
memories of you will always 
bring a smile. If only I could 
have you back for just a little 
while. Then we could sit and 
talk again, just like we used 
to do. You always meant too 
very much and always will 
do too. The fact you are no 
longer here will always cause 
me pain. But you are forever in 
my heart, until we meet again. 
My beautiful Sister. Loved and 
missed, Jacquie xxxx
MICK BONAS 21st March 
1992. Remembering our 
wonderful Dad, always in our 
thoughts. Lee, Julie, Sarah and 
all your Grandchildren xxx
SHEILA ARMSTRONG 
27th March 2017. Mum, 
your life was a blessing, your 
memory a treasure. You are 
loved beyond words and 
missed beyond measure. In 
our hearts the memory is kept 
of the one we loved and shall 
never forget. Joan and Colin 
xxxx
FRANK SWINBURNE 24th 
March 2013. Miss you more 
each year. Love always and 
never forgotten. Love from all 
the family.

Elizabeth
Anne Colley

23rd March 2015

Three years have passed 
since angels took Anne 
away. Her smile and love 
will always be in my heart. 
She is sadly missed by all 
her family.
Only when I turn out the 
light at night and dream off 
Anne, am I at peace.
Forever in my thoughts.
Bob xxxxxx

MARGARET 
JANE TRON

(Meggie)

of Newton Aycliffe, 
peacefully in St. Clare’s 
Court on 14th March, aged 
98 years.
Dearly beloved Wife of the 
late Davey; a dearly loved 
Mam, Nana, Great Nana 
and Great Great Nana.
Family and friends please 
meet for Service at Wear 
Valley Crematorium 
(Coundon) on Tuesday 3rd 
April for 1pm.

EVA McMAIN

Eva, of Newton Aycliffe, 
died peacefully on 14th 
March, aged 85 years.
Beloved Wife of the late 
Brian; much loved Mam 
of Hilary and Alison; 
Mother-in-Law; a loving 
Granny of Stephen, Chris 
and Sam; also a dear 
Aunty, and dearest Cousin 
of Maurice.
Would friends please 
meet for Service at 
Neville Parade Methodist 
Church, Newton Aycliffe 
on Thursday 29th March 
at 11.15am, followed by 
cremation at Wear Valley 
Crematorium.
Family flowers only 
please. Donations, if 
desired for Aycliffe Care 
Home Residents’ Fund 
may be given as you leave 
the Service.

Valerie
Graveling

29th March 2016

The hardest thing in life to 
bear, is to want my Mum, 
when she’s not there.
Forgive me Lord if I still 
weep, for the Mum I love 
but could not keep.
I’m waiting Mum, to hear 
your call, then once again, 
I’ll be with you all.

Your ever loving daughter,
Tracy

Kiara Jade 
Thompson

Happy 18th Birthday
to my amazing Daughter. 
So proud of the young lady 
you’ve turned into. Hope 
you love your surprises. 
Love you lots, Mam and Ali

Happy 18th Birthday
to the best Sister anyone 
could wish for. Love you 
loads. Love, Imogen

Margaret
Kelly

24th March 2009

Forever in my thoughts.
Love you always,

Paddy xxxxxx

GRANT EDGAR 27th 
March. On your 50th birthday. 
We miss you so much, our 
hearts still ache with sadness 
and many tears still flow. What 
it meant to lose you no one will 
ever know. We hold you close 
within our hearts and there you 
will remain. To walk with us 
throughout our lives until we 
meet again. Mam, Paul, Lee, 
Andy and family xxx
PATRICIA FISK (Pat). 24th 
March 1936 to 7th July 2000. 
Birthday wishes to our very 
dear Pat on this your birthday. 
Forever in our hearts. Love 
always, Tony, Susan, Michael 
and family RIP xxx

LIVERMORE Michael and 
Debbie would like to thank 
everyone involved on the safe 
return of “Wilson” on Sunday 
evening. Thank you

NEWTON NEWS

David is part of a significant 
new storyline which calls for 
his father’s support. 
He will be appearing in 
the Cookery Theatre in the 
Town Hall at 11am and 2pm 
on Sunday 22 April with 
demonstrations using his 
amazing produce. Tickets 
are just £5 each with limited 
seats available for each 
session. 
He will join the likes of 
TV favourite Phil Vickery, 
2016 Great British Bake 

Off winner Candice Brown 
and runner up Jane Beedle, 
London restauranteur Jack 
Stein and Dan Doherty, 
recently announced as a 
judge alongside Mary Berry 
and Chris Bavin on new 
BBC show Britain’s Best 
Cook. 
For more information, 
timetables and to book tickets 
for the Cookery Theatre 
and workshops, visit www.
bishopaucklandfoodfestival.
co.uk

New Sponsors for 
Heighington AFC Boys

red and blacks.  A brilliant 
debut and goal by Sam Innis 
and one by Joshua Hill. Man 
Of The Match went to Sam 
Innis on his debut. New kits 
looking smart on the boys.
MAF Plumbing & Heating 
provide their customers 
with the highest level of 
workmanship and customer 
care. No job is too small 
and with an emergency call 
out available they are just 
one call away for all your 
needs. From a job as small 
as a tap replacement to full 
bathroom replacements to 
full heating installations. All 
their plumbing and heating 
engineers are fully Gas Safe 
registered with several years 
of experience.

You can contact them 
on: Email: info@
mafplumbingandheating.
co.uk - Office: 01325 
242098 or mobile: 07921 
517436

RAFA AGM
Royal Air Forces 

Association
Caopus Club

Barrington Road
Newton Aycliffe

AGM
will take place on 

Wednesday 28th March
Doors will close 
at 8pm prompt

All members are 
invited to attend

A. Young, Hon. Sec.

HAVE YOU
GOT NEWS
FOR US?

We are always interested
in local news stories.

We like to feature good
news and interesting

items on achievements
& community service

Tel: Syd
01325 300212

or syd@newtonnews.co.uk
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Free Delivery on Orders £10+
10% Off  Collections

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

Bengal..Lounge

OPEN
NEW YEARS EVE
FROM 4.30pm

BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £9.95

Available Wednesday & Thursday
• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad

• Any Appetiser   • Any Main Course
• Any Rice or Nan

(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions applyTA
KE

 A
W

AY

THALI NIGHT
TUESDAY NIGHTS ONLY
ONLY £10.95

DINE INVALENTINES
BOOKINGS
Now Accepted

Mother’s Day Special
Sunday 6th March
£11.95 - Book your table now

DINE IN
DINE IN

WEDNESDAY
& SUNDAY

BANQUET SPECIAL

ONLY £9.95

THALI NIGHT - ONLY £10.95
Tuesday Nights Only

BUY NOW, PAY LATER - 0% apr AVAILABLE*
NEW - Many more clearance items in stock - NEW

Washing Machines from £179.99 with 2 year guarantee
Fridges from £109.99 with 2 years guarantee
Freezers from £119.99 with 2 years guarantee

Cookers from with 2 years guarantee
Fridge/Freezers from £169.99 with 2 years guarantee

WE EVEN DO BEDS & BEDROOM FURNITURE

BARGAIN BUYS
Sha� o Way, Newton Aycli� e DL5 5QN

Telephone: 01325 321678

Euronics Winter Sale - www.euronics.co.uk

Blomberg 
Built In 

Single Fan Oven 
£319.99 

inc 5 year guarantee

Blomberg 8kg 
Sensor Dry 

Condenser Dryer
£319.99

Blomberg 1400 spin 
9kg Washing Machine 

3 year guarantee 
£369.99

HAVE YOU
GOT NEWS
FOR US?

We are always interested
in local news stories.

We like to feature good
news and interesting

items on achievements
& community service

Tel: Syd
01325 300212

or syd@newtonnews.co.uk

Cash 4 Clothes

DROP OFF POINT

25 Whessoe Road
D’ton DL3 0QP
Open: 9.00-4.30 Mon-Friday
9.00-3.00pm Saturday

Sixteen Sedgefield 75 
swimmers competed 
last weekend in the 
Richmondale ‘Off the 
Blocks’ Development Gala. 
For Ewan Johns, Charlotte 
Lee, Oliver Turnbull and 
Charlotte Healey it was the 
first time they had competed 
for Sedgefield 75.  
All 16 swimmers swam 

exceptionally well and 
came away with a total of 
36 medals - 14 Gold, 13 
Silver and 9 Bronze!   All 
16 swimmers also came 
away, having achieved 
some fantastic personal best 
times, with personal bests in 
almost every race. 
Competing at this gala 
were Ewan John, Charles 

McEwan, Oliver Turnbull, 
George Wilkinson, Ethan 
Craig,  Robert Price, 
Matthew Wimbury, 
James Hodgson, Mateusz 
Wilczynski, Zoe Hodgson, 
Charlotte Lee, Charlotte 
Healey, Chloe Harding, 
Kathryn Lee, Katelyn Craig 
and Sophie Wilkinson.
Niall Coulthard also 
competed in the Schools 
Biathlon in London and 
achieved a fantastic 2nd 
place and Silver medal. Well 
done to all our swimmers on 
another fantastic weekend.

36 Medals for Town Swimmers

The weather again played 
a part in ensuring most 
of the youth football 
fixtures didn’t go ahead 
this weekend. Thankfully 
due to some of our teams 
playing in the Russell 
Foster league on all-
weather pitches, one game 
did go ahead.
Newton Aycliffe Youth 
U10’s 6 - 0 Bishop 
Auckland Juniors 
First game in the spring 
cup and a comfortable 6-0 
win in very cold and wintry 
conditions. 3 Goals from 
Will Houlahan, 2 from 
Alex Lister and 1 from Jake 
Laheney Clark. Man of the 
match today Will Houlahan 
for excellent display. Well 
done all.
The Under 9’s Eagles 
decided to hire the Oak 
Leaf Complex indoor 5 a 
side hall to get some extra 
footballing time in as their 
game had been cancelled. 
Everybody who managed 
to come along had a great 
time and enjoyed the 
session. 
Some excellent football 
played and 100% effort by 
all the boys. 
If you are interested in 
playing football and being 
part of our club, please visit 
our website where there are 
lots of information and also 
links to league tables for 
competitive football age 
groups www.nayfc.com. 

Youthy Football Round Up

Dear Sir,
In response to Alan Elders 
article regarding people 
feeding the birds in the 
town centre, he is correct 
in saying its is classed as 
“littering”. As such you 
can, if caught be fined for 
the offence and may get a 
criminal record/conviction.
I often see people feeding 
the pigeons opposite Aldi 
on the waste ground, not 
with a mere few crumbs, 
but with carrier bags full 
of feed and  bread! As 
Neighbourhood Wardens  
patrol these areas it̀ s only a 
matter of time before  more 
people will be caught, so 
please be WARNED!
YOU WILL be prosecuted 
for littering.
Many people do not realise 
what sort of diseases these 
birds leave behind in their 
droppings; Histoplasmosis 
is a respiratory disease that 
can be fatal, Candidiasis is 
a yeast fungus spread by 
pigeons, then there is Ecoli 
infection which is one of 
the common infections 
caused by an enteric 
bacteria carried in fecal 
matter. 
This is just to mention a 
few that can be caught 
and transmitted from bird 
droppings, so with people 
feeding these birds in our 
town centres not only is 
it a offence to do so, but 
you  are probably, without 
knowing, spreading 
diseases.

PLEASE STOP 
FEEDING THESE 

BIRDS NOW!
Brian Sowerby
PestGuard
Newton Aycliffe

Don’t Feed 
Birds says 

Pest Control 
Professional


