
Contact: Bryan A Shepherd & John Whitehouse

‘The truly independent family 
company caring for your needs’

f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e

T: 01325 318600 (24hr)
Surtees House  Hilton Road  Newton Aycliffe  DL5 6EN

LOW PRICES ON NEW
• Doors • Windows • Conservatories •
• Porches • Guttering • Facias •
• Soffits • Brickwork • Door Canopies •

We also complete all aspects of
repair work on:  • Misted Units •
• Broken Locks • Leaks •

For a sensible, no obligation quotation
07816 675935 anytime or 304286 after 6pm

THE WINDOW GUYTHE WINDOW GUY
DOOR
SALE

NOW ON

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

Bengal Lounge

CHRISTMAS DAY
OPEN 1.15pm - 7pm

NEW YEARS EVE
OPEN 4pm - Midnight

(Deposit Required)

Taking Bookings Now

Newton Press, Blue Bridge Centre, St. Cuthbert’s Way, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6DS   •   Tel: (01325) 300212
Editor: syd@newtonnews.co.uk    -    Advertising: paul@newtonnews.co.uk

Incorporating “The Newtonian” - Aycliffe & District Community Newspaper
www.newtonnews.co.uk  -  ‘Number 1 Website For Local News’

First Published in 1948 and still FREE

 
Week Ending 8th December 2017

Our own prepayment plans available  
59A Bondgate / Darlington / DL3 7JR 

A family firm, est. 1891 

01325 465 647 
24 hours, day and night 

Scooters from £295

Adjustable Beds from £595
• Wheelchairs, Bath Lifts and Stair Lifts
• No Obligation, FREE Home Demonstration
• Service and Repair service (at your home)

Lift Recline Chairs from £495

M.V. MOBILITY
MOBILE SHOWROOM

Part exchange welcome, written details on request, accept all major credit cards

Call Michael on
01325 931032

or 0191 484 6172
Established 2003

Bedroom
Image

Sliding Wardrobes
Manufactured in our Newton Aycliffe Factory

www.bedrooomimage.co.uk
Visit our new studio at:

24 Cockerton Green, Darlington DL3 9EU

Telephone (01325) 464100
or

Middlesbrough and Washington
Telephone 0191 417 9174

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

Fault Finding / Repairs Qualifi ed Electrician
Extra Lights and Sockets Reliable Service
New Fuse Boards / Alarms Tidy Work
Rewires   Free Quote
Landlord Inspections  Satisfaction Guaranteed

HAIR   •   BEAUTY   •   TANNING   •   TONING

5 Cobblers Hall - Tel: 308860 (Free Car Parking)
9 Main Street, Ferryhill - Tel: 01740 652006

The Worx Hair               theworxhairbeautytanning                The Worx HairBeauty
Beauty Tanning

Autumn Winter Treatments
NAIL EXTENSIONS £24

Full range of colours to choose from
GELISH FINGERS and GELISH TOES £28

PARTY LASHES & NAIL EXTENSIONS £34  
PARTY LASHES & SPRAY TAN (Sienna X) £25

SPRAY TAN (Sienna X) & NAIL EXTENSIONS £34
GELISH & SPRAY TAN (Sienna X) £25

RUSSIAN 3D SEMI-PERMANENT LASHES
Last’s the full growth cycle of your natural lash. 

Full Set £35, In-fills £18 (every 2-3 weeks) 
Glue test required 48hrs before application

HOT STONE MASSAGE FULL BODY £35
BACK NECK & SHOULDER MASSAGE £16

DERMALOGICA FACIAL £24

Electric Adjustable
Bed Ranges

Est.                                           1898

BIG SIZE MENSWEAR
2XL to 8XL

Autumn ranges now in stock

FROM

£599

Free Delivery

Hypnotherapy     forHealth

Book your appointment online today
at

www.hypnotherapyforhealth.net
• Weight Loss • Stress • Smoking • Anxiety •

Peaseway 01325 529000 or PCP 01325 321234

FREE Measure and Fitting
“buy direct from the factory and save ££££s”

SPECIAL!!! Call before noon, Monday to 
Friday and ask about our same day appointments 

and next day fitting on vertical blinds.
Same Day Collection on Louvres only

Phone Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive,

Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AU
www.siestablinds.com  -  info@siestablinds.com

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you though those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

Cobblers Hall Village Centre
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

Tel: (01325) 319519

FeastLand
8 Bury Road

01325 300203

SUNDAY
LUNCH

£6.00 Delivered
11am to 1pm
NOW TAKING ORDERS
FOR CHRISTMAS DAY

See inside for details
Call Lesley on

01325 300203
www.FeastLand.co.uk

elachi
indian restaurant

1 Upper Beveridge Walkway
Town Centre DL5 4EE
(next to StevenRussell)

Tel: 01325 316516
Booking Now for New Year’s Eve

We are Open Christmas Day
1.00pm to 9.00pm - £14.95 pp

ADVANCE BOOKINGS ONLY
including Turkey Entree and Indian Main Course

Call 01325 316 516               www.elachirestaurant.co.uk

When a customer visited 
her local Santander Branch 
in the town centre last 
Monday she was shocked to 
find it is shortly to close.
Whilst standing in the queue 
she observed a large closure 
poster on the wall and also 
whilst waiting picked up an 
A4 booklet entitled: Branch 
Closure Impact Assessment.
When served by the Cashier 
she was given an A4 sheet: 
entitled “Banking at your Post 
Office”. She pointed out to the 
cashier that if she wanted to 
bank with the Post Office she 
would have opened an account 
there instead.
“Needless to say I do not 
consider that this banking 
alternative is a sustainable 
option, nor does it provide 
good customer service to a 
Santander customer” she told 
Newton News..
The customer’s other 
alternatives include visiting 
either Darlington or Bishop 
Auckland Santander branches 
which will take on business 
previously done at Aycliffe.
On the final page of the 
Impact Assessment Santander 
inform their customers the 
Assessment will be updated 
online, two weeks ahead of the 
planned closure, to include a 
summary of feedback received 
and their responses.
“I deduce from this that the 
writing is already on the 
wall.  Yet another big business 
is leaving our town centre 
with which I am sure will 

Concern Over Bank 
Closures in Newton Aycliffe

have long term detrimental 
consequences for personal and 
business customers alike” said 
the concerned lady.
The document issued by 
Santander says  they have 
notified a range of community 
representatives including 
our M.P. We find this hard to 
believe as nothing has been 
received by your community 
newspaper.
Phil Wilson MP has since 
expressed his concern at the 
news of the planned closure of 
two banks in Newton Aycliffe 
Town Centre.  Both NatWest 
and Santander plan on closing 
their branches by the end of 
June 2018.  
Mr Wilson will be meeting 
with both banks before the 
Christmas break to discuss the 
impact that these decisions will 
have on his constituents.  Mr 
Wilson is especially worried 
about elderly and vulnerable 
customers who are often not 
as familiar with using online 

banking services and prefer the 
security of using the services of 
a branch. 
Mr Wilson said “I am very 
worried about the impact these 
closures will have upon my 
constituents in Newton Aycliffe 
and the surrounding area.  It 
would be bad enough seeing 
one bank close their branch in 
the town centre yet alone two.  
I was particularly unhappy to 
note that Santander are telling 
customers that alternative 
local banking services are 
available at the NatWest – this 
is a disgrace - do they not 
realise that the Newton Aycliffe 
NatWest branch is closing 
before they are!”
Santander also note in their 
leaflet that they had notified 
a range of community 
representatives within Newton 
Aycliffe including our MP. 
Mr Wilson said “The leaflet 
had already been distributed 
to customers by the time I 
received an email at 4.23pm on 
4th December notifying me of 
their closure plans.” 

Poor Communication with Customers

Don’t miss this annual event 
with great entertainment from 
our schools and Aycliffe’s MAD 
Choir at the Leisure Centre on 
Tuesday 12th December from 
1pm - 2.30pm. Free Admission 
- all welcome.

Rotary Xmas 
Concert Free
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THE TURBINIA
* Saturday Night Live *

The Very Best of Rock  -  NO Cover Charge (unless stated)

Saturday 9th December - “Dakota”
Quote: “Dakota are a really tight act who look like they enjoy every second of their set. They like to 
keep their set list varied covering music from many different periods and genres. All rockers at heart, 
their set has a definite rock feel, but there is something to keep everyone happy!”
Trimmers Arms, South Shields March 2017
Covering songs by: Chilli Peppers, Oasis, Green Day, Killers, Blink 182, Metallica, U2 and much more

Saturday 16th December - “This Machine”
For more information on bands go to

www.turbiniapub.co.uk or 313034
Free Function Room - Free Disco/Karaoke

FOOD SERVED ALL DAY
Locally sourced fresh food and a good range of cask ales

Lunch and Tea� me Menu
Monday to Thursday 12noon-6.00pm
Friday and Saturday 12noon-5.00pm

George & Dragon
LIGHT BITE SET MENU SPECIAL

Choose from 1 course £7.95
2 courses £9.95 or 3 courses £12.95

Available Monday to Friday 12noon - 6.00pm

SPECIALS MENU MONDAY NIGHT
Two dine for £20.00

TUESDAY - TWO DINE FOR £20.00
Choose from our “Specials” menu

WEDNESDAY - PIE NIGHT
6.00pm-9.00pm - choice of 4 homemade pies 

served with mushy peas, chips and salad

THURSDAY - GRILL NIGHT
6.00pm-9.00pm - mix and match any 2 meals from the

grill menu and receive a free bo� le of house wine
All our steaks are 10oz or over!

Check out our “Steak of the Week Off er” on Facebook

SUNDAY LUNCH
12noon-6.00pm - Bookings advisable

LIVE MUSIC TWICE A MONTH
Call to see when our next Music Event is on

George & Dragon
4 East Green, Heighington - Tel: 01325 313152

www.georgeanddragonheighingtonvillage.co.uk

the
Inn and Dining

Bay Horse

West Green, Heighington - 01325 312312
www.bayhorseheighington.co.uk

New Menu Now Available
Come and meet Santa
on 16th December
from 5.00pm - Free to all

Thursday
Available from 6.00pm to 9.00pm

Pie, Peas, Chips and a Pint for £12.00
Pasta and Presecco £12.00

Marvellous 
Magic Monday

2 FOR 1
on our boards menu 
served 6.00-9.00pm

Sunday Lunch Carvery
NOW AVAILABLE

Served from 12noon to 4.00pm
Bookings now being accepted

Christmas Fare
Bookings now being 
taken for 27th Nov.,

until 22nd Dec.
Monday to Saturday

Contact: 01325 329600
events@hidarlingtonnorth.co.uk

£15.95 2 Courses

 
£55.00 Adult  £30 Children

 
Enjoy a Gala Buffet & Disco - £29.95 per person

 Join us for our

from £21 per person

(Formerly Royal British Legion)

Sunday 17th December
from 2.00pm to 6.30pm

Solo Artiste “Chris Jones”
Plus Starlight Karaoke/Disco

FREE ENTRY

December Entertainment
Saturday 23rd December

Popular Trio “Betcha By Golly Wow”
and Solo Artiste “Dave Lee Michaels”

Tickets £5 each - Doors Open 6pm

Sunday 24th December
Solo Artiste “Alex McCrae”

and Duo “SoundWaves”
Tickets £4 each

The Phoenix Club
Newton Aycliffe

OPEN DAY
Tuesday 12th December

10am-4pm
Tours, opportunity to discuss 
care needs, meet the home 
manager and residents, 
entertainment and meet 
new people from the local 
community.
All welcome to come and 
join in the celebrations and 
refreshments as we open our 
doors for you to see what it is 
like for your loved one to live 
here and for you to see what 
it is like to work at St Clare’s 
Court.

Christmas Fete
Friday 15th December 

1pm-4pm
There will be a range of 

stalls so come along and join 
in the festive fun.

ST. CLARE’S 
COURT 

FESTIVE FUN

You can find more 
information on Universal 
Credit by visiting our web 
pages at www.durham.gov.
uk/universalcredit, which 
has been updated following 
the announcements made last 
week. 
There is a “postcode finder” 
tool there which can be used 
to help customers find local 
computer facilities and also 
where they can get support to 
help them make a claim.

All About UC

The first week of 
broadcasting has resulted in a 
huge response from not only 
residents in Newton Aycliffe 
but also from ex-Newtonians 
around the world.
Before the launch on Friday 
morning an email was 
received from ex-Newtonian 
Andy Little, who runs a radio 
station in Spain (CentralFM). 
Not only did he offer his 
congratulations and wish 
the new venture good luck, 
but also offered his services. 
Aycliffe Radio is an online 
station, so Andy would be 
able to broadcast his show 
live from Spain - watch this 
space for more details!
Over the first few days 
we were contacted by 
previous residents of 
Newton Aycliffe who are 
now resident in Australia, 
America, Romania, United 
Arab Emirates, Spain, 
The Philippines and a nice 
message from Mel Carter 
sitting in front of his log fire 
in Newfoundland, Canada.
During the first week our 
presenters have been finding 
their feet and getting used to 
the studio equipment. There 
were a few gaffs and dead 
air sections, which we have 
hopefully sorted out. 
Please remember the 
presenters are not all 
professional DJs, they are 
your friends and neighbours 
willing to give up their time 
to entertain and inform you 
about all things local.
If you are interested in 
joining us at Aycliffe Radio, 
please get in touch via our 
website www.ayclifferadio.
co.uk, text 07512 253333, 
email info@ayclifferadio.
co.uk, like our Facebook 
page or download the (soon 
to be upgraded) app from 
Apple Store or Google Play.
Newton News have kindly 
offered us space each week to 
promote our DJ schedule, so 
check out the running order 
on page 5 for your type of 
music. 

Worldwide 
Response 
to Aycliffe 

Radio
Dozens of guests of all ages 
visited Rose Lodge Care 
home on Saturday 25th 
November for their annual 
Christmas Fair.
The highlights of the family-
friendly event included a 
Santa’s Grotto for visiting 
Children, Christmas café, a 
wide variety of Christmas 
themed gift stalls and a 
luxury hamper prize draw. 
An impressive £577.50 was 
raised on the day which will 
go to providing additional 
treats and outings for 
residents in the New Year.
The fair marked the start 
of Christmas festivities at 
the home which will see 
events happening throughout 
December including a 
Christmas-themed ‘Come 
Dine with Me’ for families 
and friends, carols from 
Stephenson Way and Vane 
Road Primary School, 
Christmas church services, 
trips out and Christmas 
parties.
Home Manager Nicola 
Wheatley Said: “We’d like 
to extend a big thank you to 
everyone who came along 
and supported our Christmas 
Fair. It was one of our busiest 

FESTIVE FUN AT ROSE 
LODGE CHRISTMAS FAIR

yet and it was so wonderful 
to see so many families, 
friends and people from the 
local community come along 

to support it. It was a great 
way to start our Christmas 
celebrations here at Rose 
Lodge.”



HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?
We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.

Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£49.00 inc VAT (per will) and Free Home Visit

During the day or evening
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE

PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

 Members of the Society of Will Writers
 F.Inst.PA (Qualifi ed Paralegal)
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CHIROPODIST
& PODIATRIST

Lorraine Tostevin BSc (Hons), MChS

01325 529000 or 07585 935714
Peaseway Clinic, 2 Pease Way Newton Aycliff e

2 Pease Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co Durham  DL5 5NH

www.peaseway.com    Tel: 01325 320 216    Fax: 01325 304 396   

Limited spaces, please 
call 01325 320 216 
to book your place

Please use the entrance off Stephenson Way.

Come along, bring a friend and 
discover the SKIN, LASER and 

BEAUTY TREATMENTS on offer.

The live demonstrations will include our
NEW TATTOO REMOVAL LASER. 

Enjoy refreshments, enter our free prize
draw and don’t miss the special

discount available only on the night.

Visit www.peaseway.com for full details.

Open Evening
Tuesday 21st February
Doors open at 6.30pm

FeastLand
8 Bury Road - 300203
Christmas Day 
Dinner - £15

Turkey Breast, Beef, Mash, 
Peas, Carrots, Broccoli, Pigs 

in Blankets, Stuffing
Yorkshire Pud & Gravy

Christmas Day
4 Course - £21

As above with
Vegetable Soup  and Bun

Iced Mince Pie
and Homemade Trifle

Call Lesley on

01325 300203
www.FeastLand.co.uk

 

HAVE YOU BEEN REFUSED FOR A 
MORTGAGE? 

 
If you have we may be able to help! 

With a Mortgage broker you get 
personalised service along with 

professional advice. 

AA Mortgages and Finance Ltd can provide advice: 
 Mortgages including Residential, Buy to let, Commercial and 

Bridging Finance with access to the whole of the mortgage 
market. 

 Protection including Life and Home Insurance with access to a 
panel of insurance companies. 

Please contact Alli or Lindsey on: 
Landline: 01325 310017 

 Mobiles: 07966504130 or 07702111194 
 Email: aamortgages@mail.com 
 Website: http://aa-mortgages.trustedadviser.info/our-services/ 

As a mortgage is secured against your home, it could be repossessed if you do not keep up the 
mortgage payments. 

 

Funeralcare

Newton Aycliffe Funeralcare 
Oakcliffe Cottage, 
Macmillan Road, DL5 4LH

01325 300 510

Providing a caring personal service  

24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

www.coop.co.uk/funeralcare

FNC0317331392-2_Newton_Aycliffe_ad.indd   1 15/05/2017   15:33

Aycliffe Brass Band leads the 
singing of Christmas Music  
in Aycliffe Village Hall on 
Monday 11th December.
It starts at 7pm and everyone 
is invited to hear our local 
band. 
Admission is £2.50p and 
includes light refreshments 
with all proceeds to St. 
Andrew’s Church.

Xmas Music 
by Aycliffe 
Brass Band

The family of Dorothy Moore 
is raising around £5,000 for 
medical transport to bring 
her home for Christmas 
from East Sussex to Newton 
Aycliffe. 
She has lived in Newton 
Aycliffe all her and was 
married to Joseph Moore 
(Joe) and they lived in 
Whinlatter Place with five 
children, David, Janet, Sara, 
Helen and Caroline. Dorothy 
has Dementia and needs 
support to travel. The family 
have requested Newton News 
share their story asking the 
people of Newton Aycliffe to 
help.
The family are well known 
on the town - Janet works 
in McColls at Simpasture, 
David works for Permoid, 
Sara is employed at 3m’s 
and Helen worked at Aycliffe 
Secure Unit. 
Sadly Joe died of prostate 
cancer and  Dorothy has no 

family near to visit her 300 
miles away. Dorothy would 
always help anyone in need 
and loved Newton Aycliffe 
and only left to give her sister 
help who also had dementia 
before she died. Please email: 
helen.moore124@btinternet.
com if anyone wants to help 
regarding items for a raffle or 
make a donation.

Please Help Bring my 
Mam Dorothy Home

Margaret and Alex Cochrane 
were married on the 6th 
December 1952 in Methil 
Parish Church, Fife, in 
Scotland. They have four 
children, Dale, Colin, Audrey 
and Sandra along with nine 
Grandchildren and five Great 
Grandchildren.
They moved south to Newton 
Aycliffe in the mid sixties due 
to Alex working as an Office 
Manager on building the 
motorway between Aycliffe 
and Bradbury.
While here Margaret worked 
at the GEC factory and later 
in the laundry at Aycliffe 
School. Work commitments 
took the away again from 
Aycliffe in 1980, moving back 
to Scotland in Cumbernauld 
and a village near Pitlochry.
They moved south and lived 
in Wolverhampton before 
Alex retired in 1994 when 
they moved back to Newton 
Aycliffe to their home in 
Rushyford Court.
Margaret is members and 
regular attendee at neville 
Parade Methodist Church 
and Alex in his retirement 
pursued his interest in 
computers and mechanical 
engineering. He also enjoys 
studying local history and 
was member of the local 
society for many years.
Our town Mayor, Wendy 
Hillary, called on the couple 

Sapphire Wedding 
Anniversary Celebration

to pass on congratulations on 
behalf of the Council and the 
townspeople.

An award winning charity 
was celebrating again 
following recent assessment 
against international 
standards for Quality 
Management Systems and 
Environmental Standards.  
The Pioneering Care 
Partnership (PCP) also 
completed the transition 
for both standards to 
the newly revised 2015 
versions demonstrating their 
commitment to continually 
improving their practice.  
Carol Gaskarth, PCP Chief 
Executive said, “PCP 
operates in a competitive 
environment and, whilst our 
drive and passion comes 
from our work supporting 
communities and individuals 
to improve health and 
wellbeing or increase 
aspirations, we need to 
ensure that all of our projects 
and services are of a very 
high quality to stand out from 
the crowd.  We are constantly 
evaluating how we can do 
things better and work more 
efficiently; the ISO 9001 and 
ISO 14001 standards help 
us on this journey. Our staff 
and volunteers play a vital 
role in both ensuring quality 

Charity Leads on Quality

in delivery and acting as 
environmental champions 
for the organisation and 
the transition to the new 
standards is in recognition of 
their hard work.”
ISO 9001 is a quality 
management standard 
demonstrate an organisations 
ability to consistently 
provide products or services 
that meet customer and 
regulatory requirements and 
ISO 14001 aims to support 
organisations to minimise 
any negative environmental 

impact they may have.
For further information about 
PCP visit the Pioneering Care 
Centre, Carer’s Way, Newton 
Aycliffe, DL5 4SF, tel: 01325 
321234, email: enquiries@
pcp.uk.net or visit www.pcp.
uk.net  or find PCP on Twitter: 
@PioneeringCare and 
Facebook: @PCPandCentre.

Dear Sir,
As Chairman and Secretary 
of GACAP Ron and myself 
were privileged to take part 
on Friday and Saturday 
giving out leaflets and 
excepting donations of food 
and money for Trussel Trust  
Foodbank at Tesco’s Store in  
Newton Aycliffe. 
Once again I would like to 
express my thanks to Kath 
and Alison for inviting us to 
help out at the event where 
the generosity of the people of 
Newton Aycliffe once again 
astonished me.  
For three days last week 
Alison and Kath from the 
town’s Foodbank operating 
out of St Clare’s Church were 
busy packing up the food 
donated by shoppers in Tesco 
in Newton Aycliffe.
For 5 years Ernie and June 
Temple ran the foodbank 
and organised the Tesco 
Collection events before they 
retired and handed over to 

Alison and Kath. You may 
have noticed in last week’s 
Newton News a presentation 
to them both at a special event 
at St Clare’s Church. which 
we attended.
As chairman and secretary 
of Great Aycliffe Community 
Aid Partnership we are 
forever grateful to our 
partners of which Tesco and 
the Foodbank are included, 
for the untiring work they do, 
also for their advice, practical 
support and direction they 
give to people of Newton 
Aycliffe who for many 
reasons find themselves in 
need. 
For more information about 
GACAP contact the secretary 
on secretary@gacap.org.
uk or take a look at our 
website which is still under 
construction. www.gacap.
org.uk
Joan and Ron Mitchie
Secretary and Chairman 
GACAP

Fantastic Support for 
Foodbank Collection
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GARAGE
  CONVERSION
    SPECIALIST
* Extra Bedroom  * Bathroom/W.C.
* Utility Room  * Kitchen Extension
* Games Room  * “Man Cave”

All work undertaken from start to fi nish
Top workmanship guaranteed

Competitive prices

Contact Chris 07969 547744

Aycliff e’s Own Printing Company
Established 1963                                   Family Business

For ALL General Print Requirements
including:

•  BUSINESS STATIONERY  •
(Letterheads, Compliment Slips, Business Cards, Leaflets)

•  WEDDINGS  •
(Order of Service, Invitations, Thank You Cards, Table Plans)

•  FUNERALS  •
(Order of Service, Memoriam Cards, Obituary Notice)

•  Tickets and Invitations  •  Programmes
•  Rubber Stamps   •  Books
•  Newspapers   •  Magazines
•  Carbonless Stationery  •  Labels
•  Dissertation Print & Bind  •  Brochures
•  Promotional Goods  •  Envelopes 
•  Web Design   •  Calendars
•  Mass Email Promotion  •  Signage

AND MUCH MUCH MORE
“If it involves print of any description Newton Press can help”

Newton Press

Blue Bridge Centre, St Cuthberts Way DL5 6DS
Telephone: 01325 300212

Email: sales@newtonpress.net   -   www.newtonpress.net

Don’t stay home alone on 
Christmas Day - Come and 
join The Church of Latter 
Day Saints on Shafto Way for 
your Christmas Lunch.
ARRIVE at 1.30pm for 2pm 
Sitting on Monday 25th 
December. Free collection 
and return within 10-miles of 
Newton Aycliffe
Places Limited so RESERVE 
your lunch before Monday 
11th December by calling 
John on 07900 251258 or 
emai ljoh n.angelet t a54@
gmail.com 

FREE XMAS 
DAY LUNCH

Members of the Aycliffe Bus Preservation Society were 
delighted to have been offered significant funding by GAMP 
and Honest John earlier in the year in order to have their 
ex Darlington Double Decker AHN 451B re -panelled and 
repainted by local coach repairers Gardiners of Spennymoor.  
It is some 20 years since it was last repainted and the current 
work will give it another 20 years of quality display time.  The 
previous advert on the bus for Darlington Leisure Services is 
to be renewed in order to maintain it local roots.
Amused by last week’s letter in the Newton News from Bill 
Curtis about buses on the Sapphire 7 service.  John Sullivan 
of Gardiners, assured the Society that the vintage rattles, 
bangs and groans are  definitely from the aged Society drivers 
and not from the old bus itself.  We think that Gardiners  are 
“pulling our leg”!

Vintage Bus Refurbished

This Year Coffee Pronto have 
turned their Christmas tree 
into a Memory tree for all 
customers old and new to 
write a tag out in memory of 
loved ones. 
Coffee Pronto support 
charities and this year they 
are sending any donations 
to Butterwick Hospice. 
Barbara Meredith owner 
of Coffee Pronto said “It is 
very emotional watching 
our lovely customers writing 

Memory Tree at Coffee 
Pronto Helps Hospice

A local charity supporting 
adults with learning and 
physical disabilities is 
celebrating after winning a 
state-of-the-art printer.
Around 50 people from across 
County Durham regularly 
attend Options, which is 
based at the Pioneering Care 
Centre in Newton Aycliffe.
The group won the Lexmark 
colour laser printer, donated 
by digital office equipment 
company SOS Group Ltd, 
at the first North East 
Fundraising Conference. 
Carol Gaskarth, chief 
executive at the Pioneering 
Care Partnership (PCP), was 
the lucky winner selected at 
random from a huge number 
of delegates.
Carol says: “PCP delivers 
a wide range of projects 
across County Durham and I 
instantly knew which project 
would benefit the most from 
the new printer.
“Options is our user-led 
service supporting adults 
with learning and physical 
disabilities and aims to 
encourage independence 
whilst improving the health 
and wellbeing of members. 
“The printer will have positive 
impact on how the project 
runs, not only making it more 
efficient, but also enhancing 
the members’ ability to be 
even more creative.
“Options members are 
very much in control of 
choosing what they want to 
do and really enjoy crafts 
and organising celebration 
and fundraising events. For 
instance, they’re currently 
organising a Christmas 
awards ceremony and now 
they’ll be able to write letters 
to local businesses, print 
invitations and create their 
own fliers.
“They’re also in the process 
of designing and writing their 
own superhero comic so a 
high quality colour printer 
will be invaluable for this.” 
Andrew Skelton, director 

at SOS Group, says: “We’re 
thrilled that the printer was 
won by PCP and the Options 
project. I’ve had the pleasure 
of visiting them a couple of 
times now and we’ve learned 
a lot about their work to 
improve health, wellbeing and 
learning for all.
“As a company, we love 
supporting charities in our 
region and we’re very proud to 
have been able to help.
“We can see the instant 
positive impact the addition of 
a new printer has had on the 
group and they were genuinely 
very pleased to receive it.  It 
was up and running in no 
time!”
SOS Group Ltd launched in 
2002 to supply digital office 
equipment, related software 
and support.  It is based on 
the Team Valley, with an 
additional office in Bristol, 
and services ‘blue chip’ clients 
nationally and, increasingly, 
internationally.
It employs 20 staff and is 
equally at home providing 
digital office equipment 
in a standard business 
environment and within the 
highly-charged atmosphere 
of world-class sporting 
competitions.
The company has provided 

digital office equipment 
services at a number of 
high-profile sporting events 
this year, including the 
IAAF World Athletics 
Championships and World 
Para Athletics Championships 
in London, and the British 
Swimming Summer 
Championships and Special 
Olympics GB National Games 
in Sheffield.
For more information about 
PCP, please visit: www.pcp.
uk.net or call 01325 321234

Options Group Wins Printer

out their memory tags and 
hanging them and it reminds 
us how precious life is” Huey 
the manager commented 
“This is our way of helping 
our community to come 
together in memory of the 
ones we have loved and lost “

It was a full house at Great 
Aycliffe Community Aid 
Partnership meeting last 
Monday and gone are the days 
when only 5 or 6 partners 
attended, Now the numbers 
are nearer 30. We also had our 
first Friend of Gacap attending 
too and a further “Friend of 
GACAP enrolled. 
The last meeting of 2017 was 
put aside for eating Christmas 
nibbles and networking and 
our thanks go to Helen and 
Aaron from Tesco for their 
contribution to our increased 
waistline! 
Many thanks to Dawn from 
More Time UK Café recently 
reopened after refurbishment, 
where she too brought some 
tempting nibbles. The Corn 
Beef and Potato Pie was my 
particular favourite and I will 
be popping in for a coffee and 
a slice of pie soon. 
Ernie Temple on behalf of his 
wife and himself said he had 
been honoured to accept a 
plaque from Alison and Kath 
celebrating five years they had 
set up and run the foodbank 
Alison from the Foodbank 
was pleased to announce that 
the Play Café spoke about in 
November would commence 
on 4th January - another 

example of partners working 
together.
The secretary said that 
£221.50 had been collected 
at Tesco on 16th November, 
go to those who helped out. 
A big thank you to Helen at 
Tesco who do so much to help 
charities across the town. The 
money of course is always 
useful and will go to our 
discretionary fund. What was 
good was that we were noticed 
and recognised in our High 
Viz Tops and displaying our 
new banners. 
The icing on the cake came 
from Peter Driver Assistant 
Secretary when he unveiled 
GACAP’s much awaited 
Website launched a month 
before the deadline.
Val Fawcett from AARMS 
gave a thought provoking 
message in respect of the work 
she is doing with those who 
are struggling with alcohol 
addiction. To help raise 
necessary funds they will be 
holding a tombola stall at the 
Thames Centre on Saturday 
9th December. 10-3pm. Val’s 
vision for 2018 is for all 
doctors surgeries to display 
the information rather than 
just Bewick Crescent Surgery. 
Allison White from Aycliffe 
Cancer Support Group 
advised partners her group 
were taking over a shop in 
the town centre on 11th and 
12th December. Her group 
has got bigger and lots of 
people are struggling. On 
Monday MacMillan Welfare 
Rights will be in the shop 
giving advice. There will be 
a tombola stall, and clothes 
for sale or to give away to 
people who can’t afford them. 
She said they have been 
developing Chemo Bags to 
be given to people who are 
taking the drug. They contain 
all things needed: pen, 
pencil, puzzle books, tissues. 
Christmas is a bad time of 
the year for all who are going 
through Chemotherapy or are 
a carer for someone taking the 
treatment.
Before the networking and 
refreshments, Chris Palmer 
from St Mary’s alerted all to 
an article in the Northern Echo 
under help and advice for older 
people. GAMP had funded a 
programme called “Beat the 
Scammer” set to alert older 
people on the lengths people 
will go to fraudulently extract 
money from people, who were 
isolated and vulnerable. 

Chairman Ron Mitchie closed 
the meeting, giving thanks to 
Officers and Partners for their 
help and the close teamwork. 
He thanked Liane and Disc for 
the use of their meeting room 
and for the refreshments.  
He concluded by wishing 
Peace, Happiness and 
Prosperity to all partners in 
2018 and best wishes for this 
special Christmas Time.
Please do your very best 
to attend the next meeting 
on Monday 5th February at 
Disc Offices at the new time 
of 3.45pm giving time for a 
cuppa and a chat before we 
start.

GACAP Monthly Meeting Report

The Rotary Club annual 
Community Christmas 
Concert is on Tuesday 12th 
December in the Leisure 
Centre from 1pm – 2.30pm.
This is an event not to be 
missed with lots of Xmas 
entertainment from our 
schools and a special item from 
our famous Aycliffe MAD 
Choir.
It promises to be a spectacular 
show with singing, dancing, 
gymnastics, School Band 
with an opportunity for the 
audience to sing their favourite 
carols and Xmas songs.
Admission is free, but there 
will be a raffle and a collection 
for people to support the 
Rotary Club’s annual appeal 
to purchase hampers for the 
town’s needy families.
Local DJ, John Melvin is the 
sound engineer and schools 
bring backing tracks for their 
own special musical items. It 
is a joyful occasion and will 
raise your spirits in readiness 
for Christmas.
There is a special invitation to 
our Care Homes to bring their 

residents to enjoy children 
singing.

Free Community Concert 
in Aycliffe Leisure Centre
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PRESENT THE ANNUAL

COMMUNITY
CHRISTMAS

SING-ALONG

TUESDAY 12th DEC.
1pm - 2.30pm

Newton Aycliffe Leisure Centre

Come along to sing 
your favourite Xmas 

Songs & Carols 
with performances 
by Aycliffe Schools

and MAD Choir 

Admission FREE!  Everyone Welcome!

ROTARY CLUB OF NEWTON AYCLIFFE

AYCLIFFE RADIO
Programme Schedule

Time Session Presenter
MONDAY
10am-Noon Request Show Jack Hall
6pm-8pm 70s Show Peter Rush
TUESDAY
10am-Noon Tuesday Chill Jack Hall
6pm-8pm 80s Show Paul Gittins
WEDNESDAY
10am-Noon Eclectic Mix Jack Hall
6pm-8pm Sports Round UP Darren & Lee
8pm-10pm Alternative Aycliffe Gary Avery
10pm-Midnight Kent Collective Daz Kent
THURSDAY
10am-Noon Eclectic Mix Jack Hall
6pm-8pm 90s Show Mixer
FRIDAY
10am-Noon Moderation Jack Hall
6pm-8pm 00s Show The Gosnays
SATURDAY
8pm-10pm Dance Mix OZDJ
10pm-Midnight Garage/Indie MC Supa
SUNDAY
8pm-10pm R&B Show Jack Hall

Most of these sessions are repeated during the week.
Check our website for full schedule.

How To Tune In:
Visit our website: www.ayclifferadio.co.uk

Download the app from Apple Store or Google Play

How To Contact Us:
Visit our website: www.ayclifferadio.co.uk

Call/Text 07512 253333
Email: info@ayclifferadio.co.uk
Facebook: serach Aycliffe radio

Twitter: @AycliffeRadio
Download the app from Apple Store or Google Play

The children of Durham & District Roller Skating Club 
will be presenting “Wicked OZ” for their annual Xmas 
Show at Sunnydale Leisure Centre in Shildon on Sunday 
December 10th, at 12:00.
If you are looking for something to do, come along for 
an afternoon of entertainment and fun, and see how the 
Wizard of Oz & Wicked are transformed into a Roller 
Skating Show. 
Tickets are available on the door and refreshments are 
served at the interval . We look forward to welcoming you 
to a great afternoon. 
For further information contact Janet on 01325 310399 or 
Jo-Anne on 01388 608422, or just turn up on the day... all 
welcome.

Roller Skate Xmas Show

Dear Sir,
Congratulations Newton 
Press on the launch of your 
new project - Aycliffe Radio. 
I grew up in Newton Aycliffe, 

Aycliffe Radio Heard in Spain

As part of our Centenary Celebration legacy next year, a group 
of hardy volunteers from Heighington Women’s Institute  
have been busy planting Spring bulbs at the approaches to 
Heighington Village. 
We look forward to seeing the fruits of our labour in the 
Spring. Heighington WI is very grateful to Heighington 
Parish Council for their sponsorship of this project.

W.I. Members Volunteer 
to Plant Spring Bulbs

SHILDON TANDOORI
September Special Thali Nights
Available Monday to Thursday

Popadum - Onion Salad - Mint Sauce

STARTER
Choose from: Onion Bhaji, Samosa, Pakora, Chat,

Prawn Puri, Sheek Kebab, Chicken Tikka

MAIN COURSE
Traditional Main Dish, Chef’s Specialities, Tandoori 

Speciality and Bombay Aloo.
Boiled rice or Pilau Rice and Plain Nan

(excluding King Prawn or Tandoori Main Dish)

FOR ONLY £9.95
Terms and Conditions apply

Open Monday-Sunday 5.30 till 10.30pm
31 Church Street, Shildon DL4 1DS

For delivery or collection, please call

Telephone 01388 777888
www.shildontandoori.com

went to Woodham when it 
was a Comprehensive and 
worked at the Leisure Centre 
for many years, so the town 
will always have a place in 

my heart. 
I now own my own Radio 
Station in Spain (Central FM) 
and present the Breakfast 
Show so when I heard the 
news that you are opening 
a Radio Station in Aycliffe I 
was over the moon.
Good luck with the launch 
and look forward to listening 
in. 
Andy Little
Central FM Spain

The problem of parents parking in roads around schools is a 
constant whine from residents. Not only is access and egress 
to their own homes denied, but there is a danger to children 
being hit while milling around the area, as cars move in and 
out of the street.
The problem is being tackled by various means, when the 
answer is easily solved by the school itself allowing parents 
with children to drop them off  and pick children up on the 
perimeter of their large hard-standing playgrounds.
The playgrounds are not in use at the end of the school day 
so why not put in special single car roads and parking areas 
for drop off’s and pick ups?
This would get all those cars off the roads into an orderly 
queue in and out of school grounds safely.
Of course it will be costly installing access and roads, but it 
would solve this ongoing problem.

Parking outside schools is one 
of the most intractable problems 
Councillors are asked about.  
This is because most schools 
were located and designed for 
a time when many fewer people 
owned or used a car, so we are 
always going to be trying to 
squeeze a gallon onto a pint pot 
as far as traffic round schools is 
concerned.  
It is not just that there is not 
the £_millions to make huge 
alterations to the infrastructure, 
in most cases it is difficult to 
see any way or anywhere that 
vehicles could be safely be 
directed.  In the meantime, 
current planning legislation 
seeks to deter, not to attract, 
traffic.
It is also problematic because 
it is about changing people’s 
behaviour.  Some of the driving 
and parking round schools, 
where not downright illegal, is 
dangerous and inconvenient; 
some people seem to think that 
their needs take precedence 
over anything or anybody else.   
We do not have enough wardens 
and police, and where local 
authorities have experimented 
with giving powers to other 
people (e.g. teachers) they have 
been abused and assaulted.
This does not mean that the 
problems have been accepted 
or ignored.  Former Town 
Councillor Paul Kjenstad set 
up a multi-agency group which 
systematically discussed the 
problems of Newton Aycliffe 
schools.  Durham County 

Council has introduced 20mph 
zones round 60 of its schools.  
Cllrs Howell, Durham and I are 
currently addressing a number 
of dangerous situations around 
Greenfield School.  I have to say 
that even the smallest suggestion 
tends to meet with derision, 
outrage and accusation.
Ultimately, the solution is 
not about infrastructure or 
enforcement, but about people 
treating other people as they 
would wish to be treated.  It is 
about parents realising that they 
are invading someone else’s 
living space, and taking care to 
drive and park considerately. 
It is about residents accepting 
that children are going to be 
dropped off and picked up and 
if you live near a school, this is 
going to happen twice a day at 
set times you can plan around.  
In the meantime, I would 
suggest that our primary focus 
has to be to ensure that school 
drop-off and pickup periods 
are as safe as possible for the 
children (given that road safety 
is often the last thing on their 
mind).  Some schools do have 
queuing systems and drop-
off/pickup areas, and it might 
indeed be worth investigating 
individual situations.  How-
ever, in general, I am afraid 
I have to say that I do not 
consider the idea of twice a day 
having large numbers of cars 
entering the school grounds and 
driving around the children’s 
playgrounds a safe solution.  
Cllr John D Clare

County Councillor’s Reply

WHAT ARE YOUR VIEWS? Please e-mail:
syd@newtonnews.co.uk or phone 01325 300212.

School Car Parking
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WALKERS
BUTCHERS and BAKERS
Simpasturegate • Newton Aycliffe • 312022

Aycliffe’s Longest Established Butcher & Baker

Fresh Turkeys (and Turkey Crowns)

Fresh Chickens

Goose/Duck (to order)

Local Beef, Pork & Lamb

All cut to your requirements

SHINE CHOIR were 
delighted to be asked to sing 
at the Brafferton Christmas 
Lights ‘switch on’  Sunday 
3rd December. 
This is what a community 
choir is all about - being 
a visible presence in the 
community - bringing 
Church to the people. 
As always the children 
delighted everyone with their 
joyful songs and actions. 
Thank you for the kind 
invitation! Please look on 
SHINE choir Facebook page 
for video and photos.
All children/youth work 
is advertised on Youth/
ChildrenSt.Clares.

Shine Choir 
at Switch on!

Honest John has donated 
£1000 to Rocsolid Supported 
Housing charity in Newton 
Aycliffe. The money will 
Xmas gifts, Panto trips, 
vouchers etc. for vulnerable 
people in the town.
Rocsolid work closely with 
young people giving support 
to help them lead fulfilling 
and independent lives. 
Certainly a charity worthy of 
support.
John has also donated £500 to 
Newton Aycliffe Pipe Band.

Honest John
Donations

No Council meeting reports, 
but lots of community news 
and things to do.  Please 
complete the consultation and 
remember your local foodbank 
this Christmas.  Further details 
and links on my blog at: bit.ly/
CNB612 
 	 COUNCIL AND 
COMMUNITY
• DCC Consultation: the 
provision of pharmaceutical 
services in County Durham. 
• Universal Credit Rollout – 
update. 
• Dealing with homelessness 
in County Durham, especially 
now winter is here. 
• Did you do anything for 
‘Small Business Saturday’ – 
it’s never too late to support 
small local shops and 
businesses. 
• As part of its support for 
small businesses, DCC is 
offering free parking in its car 
parks after 3pm, every day in 
December. 
• Ron Hogg is working with 
Stop Loan Sharks to support 
victims and to promote the 
Credit Unions as a safer way 
to borrow. 
• Healthwatch County Durham 
- December newsletter. 

• Christmas Countryside 
Newsletter from DCC. 
• Foodbank Shopping List – 
please help this Christmas. 
• It is time to stop driving and 
parking on the grass. 
• Latest local roadworks. 
THINGS TO DO NEXT 
WEEK
• Newton Aycliffe Community 
Carol Service at the Leisure 
Centre, 4pm, Tuesday 12 
December.
• Christmas Around The 
World (5-11s), Durham 
Oriental Museum, drop-in 
1-3pm, Saturday 16 December. 
• Carols for Families at 
Durham Cathedral, 3:30pm, 
Saturday 16 December. 
• Have you been to see Tim 
Peake’s spacecraft and VR 
exhibition at the Locomotion 
Museum Shildon, 10am-4pm 
until 15 January. 
• Mrs Claus’s Kitchen (under 
5s) is at the Gala Theatre 
Durham until 30 December, 
£6.50+ (almost sold out).
• Families who share their 
surname Robinson with 
‘Robinson’ Crusoe are eligible 
for reduced-price tickets at the 
Gala pantomime (almost sold 
out).

Compiled by 
County Councillor John Clare

COUNTY
NEWSBITS

Her Majesty’s Inspectorate 
of Constabulary (HMIC) 
has today published the 
latest findings for police 
efficiency, which is part of 
the annual PEEL programme 
of inspections (police 
effectiveness, efficiency and 
legitimacy) and looks at how 
efficient forces are at keeping 
people safe and reducing 
crime.
The efficiency inspection was 
broken down into three areas 
– how the force understands 
the demands for its services; 
how it uses resources, and 
planning for the future. 
Durham Constabulary was 
graded ‘outstanding’ – the 
highest grade – in each area. 
Only two forces from 43 
across England and Wales 
received an overall grading 
of ‘outstanding’ – Durham 
and Thames Valley.
The HMIC report said: “The 
force has extensive and 
creative plans in place to meet 
a variety of future scenarios 
of demand and budget and 
is well-placed to meet any 
future circumstances.”
It added: “Durham 
Constabulary has an excellent 
understanding of the demand 
for its services, both now and 
looking ahead to changing 
crime patterns. 
“The senior leadership team 
promotes a culture where 
officers and staff of all ranks 
are encouraged to offer their 
views and senior leaders 
regularly go out on patrol 
with more junior officers. 
It has carried out detailed 
analysis of the skills of its 
workforce and leadership 
capability and revises 
these plans regularly. 
Durham Constabulary is 
to be congratulated on its 
consistently high level of 
achievement in their financial 
planning.”
Durham Constabulary 
currently holds an 
‘outstanding’ grade for being 
effective (keeping people safe 
and reducing crime) and a 
‘good’ grade for legitimacy, 
making it one of the top 
performing forces in the 
country. 
Chief Constable Mike Barton 
said: “The acid test of any 
organisation, especially 
public funded organisations, 
is how wisely they spend their 
money. The public of County 
Durham and Darlington 
should be reassured that 

Durham Constabulary 
‘Outstanding’ for 3rd Year

Durham Constabulary has, 
for the third year running, 
been graded as outstanding 
across all areas of efficiency.  
“What this means is we 
understand our demand, we 
use our resources well and 
we plan for the future in an 
outstanding way. The report 
makes satisfying reading 
and shows we work well with 
outside organisations and the 
public.”
The report praised Durham’s 
culture of inclusivity and said 
the force has ‘an outstanding 
approach to seeking new 
ideas from its workforce’. 
In particular, it praised the 
100 Little Things initiative 
which encourages staff 
to submit suggestions for 
improvements covering 
anything from the type of 
pen issued to officers, to 
new policies and working 
patterns. 

Mr Barton added: “We 
constantly look to innovate 
and implement new ideas, 
and the 100 Little Things 
initiative is a prime example 
of this. However, clearly 
someone cannot count as we 
have completely excelled our 
target – we now have 140 
Little Things!” 
Police, Crime and Victims’ 
Commissioner, Ron Hogg, 
said: “This is yet another 
feather in the cap for Durham 
Constabulary. It is a rare 
recognition for a force to be 
so consistently awarded the 
high grades which the officers 
and staff have received.  To 
be one of only two forces in 
the country is an indication of 
how challenging it is. I offer 
my heartiest congratulations 
to everyone associated with 
Durham Constabulary who 
has worked so hard to make 
this possible.”Darlington’s favourite 

community Christmas concert 
will return to the Dolphin 
Centre this December, with 
a programme packed with 
festive favourites. The St 
Teresa’s Hospice Christmas 
Cracker Concert will be staged 
on Saturday 23rd December, 
getting the holiday season off 
with a bang.
For many adults and children 
alike the Christmas Cracker, 
which began over 15 years 
ago, has become a real festive 
tradition in Darlington, 
marking the start of Christmas.
The night of festive fun includes 
carols, choirs, soloists and a 
wonderful volunteer orchestra 
led by Musical Director John 
Forsyth, MBE. Everyone 
donates their time and their 
considerable expertise free of 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT FOR 
ST. TERESA’S HOSPICE

charge, resulting in a magical 
Christmas evening.
Audience members will 
be treated to the debut 
performance by the newly 
formed St Teresa’s Hospice 
Choir, comprised of staff and 
volunteers who have all given 
up their time to perform on the 
night.
In addition to the wonderful 
performance there will also 
be mince pies, mulled wine, 
and a raffle to win a fabulous 
luxury Christmas hamper. 
There will also be a prize for 
the best Christmas jumper 
and audience members are 
encouraged to dress up to get 
in the spirit. 
Hospice Chief Executive, Jane 
Bradshaw said: “This lovely 
concert marks the start of 
Christmas for me and this year 

I’m thrilled to be taking part 
with my colleagues, including 
our Head of Nursing, in the 
Hospice choir! With John 
Forsyth MBE once again at the 
helm as our Musical Director 
we can be assured of another 
magical performance. We are 
privileged to be supported 
by John and the wonderful 
volunteer choir and orchestra – 
all of whom give up their time 
for free at such a busy time of 
year.”
Tickets costing £10 for adults 
and £5 for children (under 
16) are on sale now from the 
Hospice, its Darlington shops 
or from the Dolphin Centre 
main reception.
Alternatively tickets can 
be bought online from 
h t t p s : / / w w w . s u p p o r t .
da rl ing ton hospice.org.uk /
pages /ch r i s t ma s - c r a cke r-
concert 
For more information, or if 
your choir or musical group 
would like to take part, please 
contact Supporter Services on 
01325 254321 or email events@
darlingtonhospice.org.uk

Preparing for Advent at St. 
Clare’s Messy Church was 
an afternoon of craft, story, 
song and of course food. 
Families worked together 
on the wonderful Advent 
Banners telling the Advent 
message and these will 
hang in church. 
Making wreaths and 
icing biscuits were also 
popular activities and 
each child took home their 
own Advent promise jar. 
Our candle prayers were 
quiet reflections in this 
busy afternoon. Ending 
with a scrumptious tea - a 
fabulous afternoon.
Next one is 23rd December 
- Glitter Heaven of 
activities with Christmas 
Sandwiches, jelly and ice 
cream and party crackers. 
Please come along at 4pm.

ADVENT 
PREP
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FREE MEASUREMENT AND FITTING

3 x Vert ica ls for £115*
5 x Vert ica ls for £184*
Rollers, Wood Venetians,
Romans, Pleated and....

PLANTATION SHUTTERS
NOW AVAILABLE
0800 0855 917
07434 865918

*Offer on Selected 5’’ fabrics, max 2mtrs wide

Monbello Blinds &
Interiors Ltd

Although often over-
shadowed by better known 
southern examples, the North 
East has a surprising number 
of country houses.
Richard Pears will talk 
about their evolution from 
Tudor times to the present, 
looking at their architecture, 
treasures and people (above 
and below stairs) whose 
wealth and work sustained 
the ‘big house’’
‘The Country Houses of 
North East England’ talk is 
on Thursday 14th December 
at 7.30pm in Middridge 
Village Hall. Everyone is 
most welcome, including non 
members

Middridge 
History 

Society Talk

Its Christmastime again and 
who doesn’t like singing 
carols! We will be holding 
our Candlelit Carol Service 
at the Methodist Church at 
Neville Parade at 6pm on 
Sunday 17th December. 
The Service will be 
followed by mince pies 
& refreshments. A warm 
welcome awaits friends old & 
new, young & not so young at 
this festive service. 
Members of the Methodist 
Church wish everyone a very 
Happy & Peaceful Christmas 
& Best Wishes for 2018.

Carols & 
Mince Pies

This month’s meeting will 
be held on Thursday 14th 
December 2017 at 6pm at 
the Phoenix Club upstairs. 
Little Acorns meet at 
5.30pm. From next year the 
local PACT meetings will 
be held on the same evening 
as our monthly meetings. 
Unfortunately the PCSO is 
not available this month. 
We usually have our local 
Councillors along to answer 
any questions we may have 
and to keep us up to date on 
any Council issues we need 
to know about. 
Everyone is welcome to 
come along and join in any 
of our social occasions. 
Wear your Christmas 
jumpers if you wish and 
come and join us for a tea/
coffee and mince pie. 
Best Wishes to everyone for 
Christmas and 2018.

ACORN 
Meeting

Butterwick Hospice is calling 
on friends, supporters and 
neighbours to help them 
collect chocolate items.
Helen Kirby, fundraiser said 
‘We need to collect as much 
chocolate as we can to make 
our presents from Santa. 
If anyone is able to buy an 
extra selection box or two, 
chocolate Santa or reindeer 
with their next shopping 
please do. You can drop them 
off or we can collect.’
Butterwick is appealing to 
individuals or businesses that 
may be able to help before the 
festive period begins. You 
could have a collection point 

Butterwick Hospice 
Chocolate Appeal

at your workplace and we 
will arrange to pick up.
Robert Proud (pictured) has 
already brought us a tray 
of selection boxes to get us 
started which is brilliant. 
He said ‘Butterwick is such 
a worthy cause and I do all I 
can to help them out.’ Please 
help if you can, ideally before 
the 14th December.
Contact Helen or Milly 
to arrange collection or 
to drop off a collection 
point and posters in your 
workplace on 01388 603003 
or helenkirby@butterwick.
org.uk 
or contact us on Facebook.

Year 10 History students 
visited the city’s Castle and 
Palace Green Library on 
the trip organised through 
Durham University’s 4schools 
programme. The 15 students 
were taken on a guided tour 
of the 11th century Durham 
Castle, and learnt about how 
the county was once ruled by 
Prince Bishops. 
They then visited Durham 
Palace Green Library, and 
were shown artefacts from 
the Norman period, including 
books from the university 
archive, some dating back 
more than 1,000 years. 
Headteacher Christine 
Forsyth said: “Our students 
are fortunate to live in 
County Durham where they 
can see first-hand how the 
Norman Conquest shaped 
the past.  We are proud of 

Students on The Black Staircase in Durham Castle. 

Lesson on Mediaeval Durham

our students’ achievements 
in History.  Over 70% gained 
a GCSE pass, with a third of 
students being awarded A*/A 

grades.  Progress in History 
at Woodham Academy is in 
the top 2% of similar schools 
nationally.” 

The rollout of Universal 
Credit in Newton Aycliffe 
will now not take place until 
20 JUNE 2018.
If you are on benefits you may 
be moved from your existing 
benefits to UC when you have 
a change of circumstances or 
reassessment. 
Experience tells that the move 
to UC is a huge financial 
shock, leading to debt and even 
eviction.
The change of date gives you 
six months to prepare yourself  
by reducing any rent-arrears 
and debts, joining a Credit 
Union, and finding out more 
about UC.
Other changes announced by 
the Budget include:
From December 2017, people 
in the Private Rented Sector 
who have managed payments 
to landlords for their legacy 
Housing Benefit, will be 
offered an alternative payment 
arrangement (direct payment 
to the landlord) when they join 
Universal Credit, provided the 
relevant criteria continues to 
be met.
From January 2018, people 
receiving advance payments 

when moving onto Universal 
Credit will have the choice of 
repaying this over a period of 
12 months (it was previously 6 
months). 
It is worth noting that those 
migrating from HB could 
already get 12 months
The amount of advance 
payment someone can receive 
will increase to 100% of the 
expected first payment from 
January 2018 – it is currently 
capped at 50%.
The 7 waiting days will be 
abolished from February 2018
People in receipt of Housing 
Benefit moving onto Universal 
Credit will continue to receive 
their Housing Benefit for an 
additional 2 weeks from April 
2018
From April 2018, housing 
costs for those people staying 
in short term temporary 
accommodation will be 
administered from Housing 
Benefit rather than Universal 
Credit
Universal Credit Live Service 
will end in December 2017, 
after which no one can claim 
UC unless they are in a full 
service area.

Universal Credit Delayed



PAGE 8                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       www.newtonnews.co.uk   

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT 
SERVICES & EVENTS, PLEASE CONTACT 

THE CHURCH DIRECTLY USING THE 
RELEVANT CONTACT DETAILS:

St Andrew’s Church

December 24th at 3pm
Carols by Candlelight

December 24th at 11:30pm
Midnight Mass

St Clare’s Church

December 16/17th at 6pm
SHINE Christmas Show 

December 23rd at 4pm
Messy Christmas Party

December 24th at 4.30pm
CChristingle Service

December 25th at 10am
Communion Service

Xcel Church

December 17th at 10:30am
Christmas Family Service

December 24th at 6pm
Christmas Eve 

Family Carol Service

St Mary’s
December 24th at 5.30pm

Family Mass
December 24th at 8pm
Christmas Eve Mass

December 25th at 10am
CChristmas Morning 

Mass

St Thomas’
December 24th at 4pm
Christmas Eve Mass

Harvest
Christian Centre

December 24th at 10.30am
Christmas Eve Service

St Elizabeth’s 
Church

December 18th at 6pm
Carols in the Huntsman Pub

December 20th at 7pm
Quiet Christmas Service

Methodist Church

Neville Parade:
December 17th at 6pm

Carol Service
December 24th at 10.30am

Christmas Eve Service

DDecember 25th at 10.30am
Christmas Day Celebration

Godfrey Bennett of 
Allsorts Charity Shop 
at St. Clare’s Church is 
offering the hire of a Santa 
Suit for a fee in aid of 
charity.
Call in at the shop on 
Tuesday, Thursday or 
Saturday from 10am - 
3pm.

SANTA SUIT 
FOR HIRE

For the final time Brian 
and Eleanor Nichol are 
turning their house  at 
354 Sampson Place into 
a Winter Wonderland to 
raise money for charity.
For years the couple have 
created magical scenes at 
their home for Halloween 
and Christmas.
On the 18th, 19th and 
20th December you can 
see Santa in his Grotto 
surrounded with the usual 
decorations. There will be 
a Tombola for adults to 
enjoy and entry is just £2 
per child.
All proceeds to charity.

Visit Aycliffe’s 
Winter 

Wonderland

Community Gardeners 
and local volunteers were 
delighted to see that the 
Royal Horticultural Society 
(RHS) assessor valued 
and appreciated all their 
hard work in the friendly 
and thriving community 
garden at the Pioneering 
Care Centre. At the Britain 
in Bloom event, held in 
Gateshead, the recipients 
were delighted to hear 
that the Pioneering Care 
Partnership was awarded 
Level 4 recognition of 

Volunteers, Michael and Peter with the award

PCP COMMUNITY GARDEN 
RECEIVES RHS AWARD

achievement in the “It’s Your 
Neighbourhood” category. 
Three of PCP’s gardening 
volunteers attended the 
award ceremony and were 
over the moon to be told 
the Community Garden 
achieved such a high 
award in the first year of 
registration. 
Since receiving the award 
the dedicated gardeners 
have been busy planning 
the revamp of the Wild 
Flower area. They hope 
to install live willow 

structures and will aim to 
achieve the highest award, 
Level 5 Outstanding next 
year. 
Since the assessment took 
place in Summer 2017 the 
gardeners, supported by 
PPG Industries in Shildon 
volunteers have revamped 
the raised beds, bringing 
vibrancy and colour to the 
garden and now benefit 
from an accessible super 
shed so that they can 
continue their sterling 
work throughout the year.  
PCP Chief Executive 
Carol Gaskarth said, “Well 
done to all involved, the 
volunteers work incredibly 
hard in all weathers and 
have big plans for 2018.  
Gardening is great for 
people of all ages and you 
don’t need to be an expert 
to get involved.”
If you would like to join 
PCP Gardening Volunteers 
in 2018 get in touch. 
Contact us at the Pioneering 
Care Centre, Carer’s Way, 
Newton Aycliffe, DL5 4SF 
tel: 01325 321234 email: 
e n q u i r i e s @ p c p.u k . n e t 
website: www.pcp.uk.net 
or follow PCP on Twitter: 
@PioneeringCare and 
Facebook: @PCPandCentre

“Christmas is coming 
quickly, why not grab a reuse 
bargain here at the CDFHS” 
said Robert Baird.
We have again been amazed 
at the generosity of the people 
of County Durham and 
Newton Aycliffe who donate 
their unwanted furniture and 
white goods to us. Our visitor 
numbers are still over 1000 
per month, all eager for a 
bargain.
We now have new “Panama” 
style Wardrobe and bedroom 
furniture sets assembled 
from £129.00.
CDFHS have a wide range 
of beds second hand from 
£20.00 or if budgets can 
manage we can supply new 
single Divan Beds for £85.00 
or Doubles from £119.00.
“Our new electrical goods 
are proving extremely 
popular” said Lee Heightley 
Head of Operations with for 
example our bargain priced 
Washing Machines starting 
at 5 kilo machine with a 2 
year warranty from £169.00 
or new Electric Cookers from 
£168.00”
Call in soon at 
19 & 20, Avenue 3, Chilton 
Industrial Estate DL17 0PB 
Phone: 01388 721509 
Email: info@cdfhs.org.uk
Monday - Friday 9am - 4pm 
Saturday 10:30am - 3:00pm 

Furniture Scheme Bargains
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OFFICES
TO LET
Refurbished offi  ces to let in eco-friendly building. Located next 
to Newton Aycliff e’s iconic landmark, the Blue Bridge, with easy 
access to A1M and other routes north and south.

All offi  ces come with:
 •  Secure Private Access •  Private Lockable Door
 •  24 Hour Access  •  Parking
 •  Natural Light Windows •  LED Ligh� ng
 •  New Ceilings   •  Eco Friendly Hea� ng
 •  No VAT Chargeable  •  No Rates Chargeable*

 •  Window Blinds  •  Fi� ed Carpets
 •  Mul� ple Electric Points •  Hea� ng Included**

 •  Internet and Telephone Packages Available
 •  Use of Kitchen and Toilet Facili� es
 •  24 Hour CCTV Security in Opera� on

For more informa� on contact Stuart on 01325 300212

PR
IV

AT
E 

ST
O

R
AG

E

23ft x 12ft
7.01m x 3.65m

16ft x 16ft
4.88m x 4.88m 16ft x 15ft

4.88m x 4.57m
16ft x 16ft

4.88m x 4.88m
14ft x 19ft

4.27m x 5.79m

17ft x 28ft
5.18m x 8.53m

(2 rooms)
12ft x 17ft
(1 room)

3.65m x 5.18m

36ft x 17ft
(3 rooms)

10.97m x 5.18m

17ft x 24ft
(2 rooms)

5.18m x 7.31m

PRIVATE 
STORAGE

X
LET

X LET13

X LET

X LET
X LET

X LET

10ft x 17ft
(1 room)

3m x 5.18m

1014
* Subject to small business relief ** Hea� ng subject to fair usage

Christmas Concert
featuring

Heighington Village Hall

Admission £12.50
    includes mulled wine

            and a seasonal buffet

 Tickets available from
                 Kerrin Wilson, Ruth Lee,
                 Joan Johnson, Rev. Lissa Scott
       or Tel.: 07879 816828

St Michael’s

Rotary Club’s Annual
Street Tour with Santa

The Rotary Club of Newton Aycliffe will be out with Santa’s Sleigh in the 
areas shown on the following dates, each evening from
5.30pm to 7.30pm. They will be collecting to provide
Christmas Hampers for needy families, an annual
event which also involves a collection in Tesco
from Saturday 16th to Friday 22nd December

Listen for the music and bring
your children out to meet Santa.

Monday 11th - Simpasture
Tuesday 12th - School Aycliffe

Wednesday 13th - Bluebell Way
Thursday 14th - Silkin Way

On Saturday 16th December Newton Aycliffe’s very own 
“Metis” will be hosting a second annual fund raiser LIVE 
MUSIC NIGHT in aid of The Kieran Maxwell Legacy. 
Metis hosted a fantastic night last year and raised over £900 
for this great cause. This year in memory of such a brave 
young man they are hosting a second bigger event. 
There will be three live support acts followed by a full 
performance from Metis. Raffle tickets will be sold on the 
night as well as other ways to show your support. 
All proceeds will be donated to the Legacy. Venue is Newton 
Aycliffe WMC and tickets are now on sale £4 in advance 
available from the club or £5 on the door. Doors open 7pm.

Live Music Charity 
Night at Big Club

Durham Police, and Victims’ 
Commissioner, leads the way 
in providing victims of crime 
with access to high quality 
Restorative Justice   
Durham has been cited as an 
example of best practice in 
an influential national Report 
published by charity ‘Why 
me?’ to coincide with national 
Restorative Justice Week.
The Valuing Victims Report 
examines levels of funding 
for Restorative Justice and 
outcomes for victims in 
each police force area across 
England and Wales. 
Restorative Justice involves 
the victim and the offender - 
both must be willing to take 
part - and it can take the form 
of a face-to-face meeting or 
a written exchange managed 
by a trained facilitator. The 
process can be about getting 
answers, a step to aid recovery 
for the victim and enabling 
the offender to understand the 
impact of their actions. 
Ron Hogg the Police, Crime 
and Victims’ Commissioner 
for Durham, emerges 
within the top ten highest 
funders of restorative justice 

amongst Police and Crime 
Commissioners.  Durham 
invests £2.24 per recorded 
crime into Restorative Justice 
as part of its wider provision to 
support victims and survivors.  
Director of Why me? Lucy 
Jaffé said:  “Durham is leading 
the way in delivery of high 
quality restorative justice 
services for victims of crime.  
Victims of crime are being 
supported and empowered. 
This is in contrast to victims 
of crime in other parts of 
England and Wales who still 
face a postcode lottery of 
access to restorative justice. 
Fewer than 5% of victims 
in England and Wales are 
aware of their right to request 
Restorative Justice according 
to the Office of National 
Statistics.” 
Police, Crime and Victims’ 
Commissioner Ron Hogg said:
“The impact of taking part in 
restorative justice is personal 
to each victim. Many feel 
a great sense of relief after 
meeting their offender, as if a 
weight had been lifted from 
their shoulders, and they are 
able to get on with their lives.”

Durham Leads the Way

On Sunday 26th of November Parish Youth from Aycliffe 
Parish held a Royal Banquet to celebrate the Feast of Christ 
the King. Preparing , feeding and entertaining 36 members 
of the Parish. Amazing young people with a commitment 
to helping others - giving up their weekend for others and 
enjoying all that, that dedication brings. 
A banquet it was indeed with everyone enjoying the food 
faithfully prepared. We then had flute and cornet playing, 
poetry, jokes, advent reflections and singing. Ending with a 
game of crowns or tails.
Young people to be proud of - and we are - incredibly proud. 
Thanks from us all xxx

Youth Royal Banquet

THE shell of a helicopter 
is being transformed into a 
training facility for medics 
from around the world 
thanks to a group of students 
in Newton Aycliffe
The fuselage of a Dauphin 
aircraft is being renovated 
at South West Durham 
Training (SWDT), based on 
the Business Park. It was part 
of an entire aircraft bought 
for parts by the Great North 
Air Ambulance Service 
(GNAAS), which does not 
receive Government funding 
and must therefore raise 
around £5m every year to 
survive. 
With everything else utilised, 
the charity had the idea 
of keeping the remaining 
fuselage for its training 
courses. 
The fuselage is from the 
same model as the three 
aircraft operated by GNAAS, 
so it offers an opportunity for 
medics to experience what 
it is like to work within the 
confines of an air ambulance.
However, as an empty shell, 
it needs revamping to make 
the experience as realistic as 
possible. 
Colin Clark, GNAAS 
paramedic said: “Using the 
parts saved us a lot of money 
but we decided to keep the 
fuselage as well to use it 
when we run our courses. It 
will also help new doctors 
and paramedics train and 
gain experience in a realistic 
setting. 
“We looked for a local firm 
to work with and got in touch 
with SWDT who were more 
than happy to help us out.”
Approximately 60 people will 
be working on the fuselage 
including apprentices and 
full-time learners from 
Bishop Auckland College 
and SWDT.
Jason Howe, General 
Manager, SWDT said: 
“When we told the students 
about it they were so 
enthusiastic because it’s an 
enormous project which will 
give them real-life hands on 
experience. 
“We’ve started work already. 
We plan to fabricate it, do 
some welding, use our 3D 
printer to print out some 

parts, paint it and add 
graphics to make it look 
just like the GNAAS air 
ambulances.
“Inside we’re going to custom 
make the interior so that it 
matches what the current 
GNAAS aircraft have, and 
install CCTV with screens 
outside the fuselage so people 
can see what is happening 
inside.
“There are plans for lights 
and speakers to be installed 
and we’ll be putting in 
drawers, oxygen bottles, 
and other pieces such as a 
defibrillator and ventilator 
inside so it looks just like the 

real thing.”
Colin added: “It’s a 
great opportunity for the 
apprentices and other 
learners involved to work on 
an aircraft and it shows the 
fantastic and loyal support 
GNAAS has from the people 
of the North.”
GNAAS offers pre-hospital 
healthcare training to 
medics from around the 
world. Recent participants 
from Costa Rica and the 
Netherlands visited to 
learn from the region’s air 
ambulance. The project is 
expected to be completed by 
September 2018.

Aycliffe SWDT Renovates 
Helicopter for GNAAS

One of our youngest readers 7 month old Eddie Howey wearing 
his Newton News hat. Photo taken by his Mum Amy.
Please send your photo to: syd@newtonnews.co.uk

READERS’ PHOTOGRAPHS

Are you considering new 
cosmetic or private Dentures? 
Or feel you’re losing patience 
with your NHS grade Dentures 
and want a more comfortable 
realistic looking smile. Maybe 
you suffer from a fear of 
visiting the Dentist, if you’re 
a Denture wearer a new route 
of obtaining Dentures via a 
Clinical Dental Technician or 
CDT may be the solution to 
your anxieties. 
Richard Harrison CDT RCS 
(156162) is a fully qualified 
Clinical Dental Technician 
and has been working within 
the Dental industry for over 22 
years, specialising purely on 
Denture manufacture. Situated 
at Bespoke Denture Clinic, 
21 Woodland Road providing 
years of expertise in a range of 
private Denture services. 
With well researched, up to 
date and proven methods 
Richard provides private 
Dentures directly to the 
patient. Much thought will be 

given to your individual needs, 
from the very start as he is 
able to listen to your concerns 
throughout your treatment to 
the final result and aftercare.
Allowing him to manufacture 
your Dentures to suit you, 
you can expect an exceptional 
standard of workmanship 
with a fantastic looking high 
performing result. 
Bespoke Denture Clinic offer 
a wide range of natural tooth 
shapes/shades and much 
needed solutions to more 
complex cases achieving a 
realistic and natural smile 
whilst providing a quality 
product helping you to smile, 
talk and eat with confidence 
- Giving you a tailor made 
smile! To chat with us about 
new Dentures without hard sell 
tactics call our reception for a 
FREE Denture consultation. 
Richard welcomes patients 
past and new, looking forward 
to being of service. Tel: 01325 
358055

NEW ROUTE FOR 
DENTURE WEARERS
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WE PRINT IN
FULL COLOUR
BUT WE ARE

100%
GREEN
AT OUR ROOTS
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DESIGN
WEBSITES
M A R K E T I N G

01325 300212
www.newtonpress.net

Blue Bridge Centre
St Cuthberts Way

Newton Aycliffe DL5 6DS

The Pioneering Care 
Partnership (PCP) is an award-
winning North East charity 
whose mission is ‘Health, Well-being and Learning 
for All’.

We are currently seeking a motivated and focused 
self-starter to join our successful team as a:

Customer & Information Assistant
Pioneering Care Centre, Newton Aycliffe

Salary: £16,823 per annum
Hours: 37.5

Whether greeting people at reception, providing 
information about PCP services or supporting 
events and activities the purpose of this role is to 
help our customers/clients get the great service they 
deserve. The post-holder will work as part of a small 
team to provide efficient professional reception and 
administrative support across all functions.

Key tasks:
• Providing high quality information and advice to 
customers/clients at all times.
• Ensuring efficient, courteous, professional and 
helpful customer service standards are maintained.
• Undertaking a wide range of reception duties 
including answering the switchboard whilst ensuring 
that the customer/client is always at the heart of what 
we do.
• Supporting an effective administration service 
within the Pioneering Care Centre, ensuring work 
produced is of a high standard.

Key skills required:
• NVQ level 3 in Customer Service, Information, 
Advice and Guidance or Business Administration
• Minimum 2 years’ experience of working within a 
customer driven environment
• Flexibility; this post will include working regular 
evenings and weekends as part of rota and the 
requirement to provide cover as necessary

For an application form and further information 
please contact the HR Department on:
Telephone: (01325) 313133
Email:  hr@pcp.uk.net
Fax:  (01325) 301129
website:  www.pcp.uk.net

Closing Date for applications:
Friday 15th December 2017

Interviews to be held:
Thursday 21st December 2017

We are an equal and diverse employer and 
particularly welcome applicants from groups who are
currently underrepresented at PCP, such as males, 
people with sensory impairments and carers.
Registered Office: Pioneering Care Partnership, 
Carers Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham, DL5 4SF. 
Registered
Charity No. 1067888. Company Limited by 
Guarantee. Company Registered in England No: 
3491237.
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The Pioneering Care Partnership (PCP) is an award-winning North East charity whose 
mission is ‘Health, Well-being and Learning for All’. We are currently seeking a motivated 
and focused self-starter to join our successful team as a: 
 

Options Project Assistant 
Pioneering Care Centre, Newton Aycliffe (with outreach) 

Band 2, Point 13 - £16,574 per annum pro-rata 
Up to 16.5 hrs per week, can be part of a job share. 

 
Job Purpose: 

To support and help develop projects for disabled people aimed at promoting choice and 
encouraging development of new skills and confidence through supporting disabled people to 
contribute to a user led project, delivering interesting and stimulating workshop activities for 

members of the project whilst meeting individual needs and aspirations 
 
Key tasks:  
1. To support the development of members independent living skills, confidence and overall 

health and wellbeing. 
2. To work as part of a team, to plan and deliver interactive workshop activities. 
3. To support members to undertake activities in the community and to plan and attend 

regular trips and outings. 
 
Key skills and experience required:   

 An understanding of health and social care and safeguarding 
 Experience of supporting disabled people 
 A commitment and understanding of Equality and Diversity 
 Excellent interpersonal skills, self-motivation 
 Ability to work on own initiative and as part of a team  

 
For an application form and further information please contact the HR Department on:  
Telephone:  (01325) 313133 
Email:  hr@pcp.uk.net 

Fax  (01325) 301129  
website:  www.pcp.uk.net 

 
 

Closing Date for applications: Sunday 9th April, 2017 midnight. 
 

We are an equal and diverse employer and particularly welcome applicants 
from groups who are currently underrepresented at PCP, such as men, 

people with sensory impairments and carers. 
 

 
 

 
 

  
Registered Office:  Pioneering Care Partnership, Carers Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham, DL5 4SF. Registered 
Charity No. 1067888. Company Limited by Guarantee. Company Registered in England No: 3491237.  
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Dear Sir,
After listening to complaints from local residents about the 
increase in noise from shooting in the local area, I would like to 
put the record straight as the excessive noise is not from Yackley 
Gun Club which has operated out of Aycliffe Quarry for well 
over 30 years with no noise complaints. 
They have approximately 10 guns shooting 50 cartridges each, 
every other weekend which equates to approximately 500 shots
The increase in the noise is due to another shooting club who 
moved from the Dog Inn closer to Newton Aycliffe a number 
of months ago. They are a new gun club with around 40 to 50 
members again shooting 50 cartridges each which equates to 
approximately 2500 shots. This is where the increase in noise 
has come from, and it is definitely not from Yackley Gun Club 
who purposely keep their membership numbers relatively low 
to avoid causing excessive noise for local residents
Name and address supplied 

Local Gun Club Noise

Woodham Academy students 
joined forces with local 
employers to take part in 
the school’s Apprenticeships 
Challenge. 
The school’s annual 
competition forms part 
of Woodham Academy’s 
extensive programme 
of careers guidance and 
support. 
Teams from every tutor 
group in Year 9 were paired 
with a partner organisation, 
including 3M, Lucite, South 
West Durham Training, the 
Fire and Rescue Service, 
Thorn Lighting, Hydram and 
Livin. 
Following site visits, 
the teams developed 
presentations and collages 
about their partner 
organisations and the 
apprenticeships they offer. 

The winning team from Woodham Academy’s 
Apprenticeships Challenge with representatives from Lucite.

School governors served as 
judges and a team from each 
tutor group was chosen to 
go through to the final, and 
continued to develop their 
presentations. 
Representatives from the 
partner organisations joined 
staff, parents and friends at 
Woodham Academy for the 
final presentations followed 
by a Q&A with each team. 
David Walker, head 
of careers, said: “The 
presentations were all 
fantastic and served as an 
opportunity for students 
to develop their skills and 
confidence.  
“The apprenticeship 
challenge is part of Woodham 
Academy’s extensive 
programme of careers 
support. We are committed 
to helping students discover 
all the career paths open 
to them.  This challenge 
improved their awareness of 
the many opportunities that 
apprenticeships offer.” We 
are proud that the proportion 
of our students who are 
successful in applying for 
apprenticeships is 50% above 
the national average. 
All finalists received a box of 
chocolates and each winning 
team member was awarded a 
trophy.  

Apprenticeship Challenge 
for Woodham Students

On Saturday 2nd 
December, Ruby Grainger 
(aged 11) from Newton 
Aycliffe led the St. Nicolas 
Lantern Parade in 
Durham City as part of 
her Mini Police duties. 
Ruby is in her second year 
of duty for the Durham 
Mini Police and has 
attended many events 
throughout the County, 
including forming a guard 
of honour when HRH 
Princess Anne visited the 
area.  
On Saturday she was 
chosen along with another 
mini police officer to 
escort Sue Snowdon the 
Lord Lieutenant and the 
High Sheriff Mrs Peacock 
as they led the lantern 
parade through the city 
of Durham up to the 
Cathedral. 
As part of the Service 
at the Cathedral, Ruby 
assisted the Lord 
Lieutenant in presenting 
PC Craig Johnson with a 
certificate of appreciation 
for all his hard work with 
the mini police service. 

Mini Police Girl Leads Parade

Mini Police brother and sister, Grace and Harry Langhorn 
from St. Francis School joined the parade

HAVE YOU
GOT NEWS
FOR US?

We are always interested
in local news stories.

We like to feature good
news and interesting

items on achievements
& community service

Tel: Syd
01325 300212

or syd@newtonnews.co.uk

Residents wishing to sign up 
to next year’s garden waste 
collection scheme can do so 
from the end of this week.
From Friday, 1st December, 
residents will be able to sign 
up online or call customer 
services to receive garden 
waste collections when the 
scheme restarts next spring.
Letters containing a unique 
reference number will also 
be sent to eligible properties 
in January, meaning people 
who want to pay by cash, 
cheque or via the automated 
telephone payment system 

NEXT YEAR’S GARDEN WASTE COLLECTION
will be able to do so. 
Garden waste bins can 
also be shared between 
neighbours, with one address 
to be provided when payment 
is made. 
To receive all 17 collections, 
households must sign up for 
the scheme by 14 February.
There are two subscriptions 
available: 1 year subscription 
- £30; 3 year subscription - 
£90 (only available in 2018)
Residents should note that 
the price will increase to £35 
in 2019 and 2020. 
Anyone who signs up will 

be sent a sticker for their bin 
and a collection calendar in 
2018. 
Residents are also reminded 
that garden waste collections 
may be on a different day 
to rubbish and recycling 
collections. 
The following items can all 
go into the garden waste 
bin for composting: Grass 
cuttings, shrubs, leaves, 
weeds, flowers and bedding 
plants, hedge clippings, 
prunings, small branches. 
It is important that these 
items go in the bin to ensure 

the garden waste can be 
composted. 
Residents can check if 
their property is eligible 

and sign up for the garden 
waste collection service by 
visiting www.durham.gov.
uk/gardenwaste
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Aycliffe Self Storage Ltd.
Unit 25 Whinbank Road, Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AY

“Your Key, Your Container”

20’ Self Storage Containers
£19.00 per week

10’ Self Storage Containers
Now Available, £12 per week

House Contents  •  Small Businesses  •  Car Storage
24/7 CCTV and Guards Patrolling  •  Established 2008

Contact Allan on 07496 423440
email: sangsteralchris@aol.com

Another very successful 
Wildcats Girls Football 
development programme 
was completed on Sunday 
3rd December. The 10 week 
programme was specifically 
aimed at girls from school 
years 1, 2 & 3, who have 
never played football. 

Wildcats Girls’ Football Grows

Each session ensures the 
girls have fun but also 
learn the basics of football, 
which can hopefully lead 
to many of them joining 
teams in Newton Aycliffe 
Youth Football Club. The 
next 10 week programme 
commences on Sunday 21st 
January with currently 16 
girls from across the age 
range, but places are still 

available for new girls to join. 
Our sessions are in 
Greenfield College Sports 
Hall, which provides a safe 
and warm environment for 
the girls to get involved at 
minimal cost.  If you need 
any further information or 
would like to book a place on 
the next 10 week programme 
please contact Berni 07939 
045242

Newton Aycliffe’s game 
against Jarrow Roofing fell 
victim to the weather last 
Saturday. The combination 
of snow & rain saw off all 
but one of the fixtures in the 
Ebac Northern League, with 
the match on West Allotment 
Celtic’s artificial pitch being 
the only league survivor.
With no midweek game 
either last week Aycliffe 
played a friendly against 
Darlington at the Eastbourne 
Sports Complex with the 
Quakers taking a 1-0 win.
The break has given those 
Aycliffe players on the 
injury list some welcome 
recovery time with keeper 
James Winter playing the 
first half against Darlington. 
Unfortunately Sean Tarling’s 
leg injury sustained against 
Billinghan Synthonia will 
require a lengthy recovery.
This Saturday (9th 
December) Aycliffe travel 
to 11th placed Ashington. 

The Colliers earned a point 
at Moore Lane in the first 
week of the season. Recently, 
however, they have seen 
a change of management 
with ex-England cricketer 
Steve Harmison leaving. 
His brothers Ben & James 
have also now moved on 
to North Shields and Blyth 
respectively. Since their 
departure Ashington have 
had mixed results & have 
won 5 and lost 4 at home this 
season.
On Wednesday 13 December 
Aycliffe travel to North 
Shields to play another match 
that has been rearranged due 
to the wet weather. 
Providing there are no further 
postponements the Shields 
game will be Aycliffe’s last 
midweek game of the season.
Aycliffe’s last game at 
Moore Lane in 2017 will be 
against Seaham Red Star on 
Saturday 16 December, kick 
off 3pm.

Aycliffe F.C. News

Great Aycliffe Town 
Council is pleased to 
welcome Steven McDonnell 
as a visiting golf coach to 
the Oakleaf Golf Complex.  
An elite sports professional, 
as a junior having played 
county cricket and semi-
professional football, 
Steven’s passion was 
always golf and he turned 
professional in 2015 with 
a handicap of +1.  Steven 
lived most of his life in 
Cambridgeshire and the 
Midlands but his roots were 
always in the North East 
and he moved back in 2013.
Steven’s aim after turning 
professional in 2015 was to 
develop golf for the North 
East of England.  He started 
his golf career at Close 
House PGA Academy as an 
assistant professional and 
now, coming to his third 
year as a professional, he is 
well on his way to making 
his mark in the golf game. 
In 2017 Steven delivered 
the biggest tri-golf project 
in North East schools and 
also helped set up and coach 
in three junior academies, 
whilst being in regular 

contact with England Golf 
and The Golf Foundation.  
A serious back problem in 
2016 hindered his playing 
career but now with a full 
recovery Steven hopes to 
play and deliver golf to a 
very high standard, having 
played in Open qualifying 
in 2017 and many North 
East/North West PGA 
events.
For queries or to make a 
booking, please contact 
Steven on 07540 730022, 
e-mail stevenmcpga@
outlook.com or via the 
Oakleaf Golf Complex Shop 
01325 310820

Visiting Golf Coach

Councillor Bill Blenkinsopp is getting very angry and 
mystified over the parking of a low loader truck near his 
house, blocking the road and causing damage to the village 
green at great cost to taxpayers.
Motorist are having to drive onto the green to get by the 
vehicle which is constantly parked there and no one knows to 
whom it belongs.
Bill has complained many times to the Police and Council to 
no avail, after the truck has been parked there for the last 6 
weeks. It is parked there during the day, taken away at night, 
returning next day.

Truck Parking Mystery

Matt Walls is one of the new 
PCSO’s recently stationed 
in Aycliffe where he will be 
liaising and monitoring with 
the Woodham Ward and West 
Ward. 
Mat comes from Newton 
Aycliffe and was educated 
at Vane Road and Woodham 
before going to University. He 
joined the Police recently and 
lives in Darlington.
He will be attending the 
Woodham Ward’s Police 
and Community Together 
meeting in the Community 
Centre, St Elizabeth’s Close. 
This meeting will be held 
on Thursday the 12th of 
December commencing at 
10:30am. He will be joined by 
representative from the street 
warden’s team and a couple of 
local councillors John CLARE 
and Paul SYMONS. 
We will be discussing current 
issues in the Woodham Ward 
area and identify any possible 
community based remedies 
that can be put in place to tackle 
any problems. All are welcome 
and after this meeting the next 
date will be decided along with 
the following month’s targets.   
The West Ward PACT meeting 
will be taking place in Burnhill 
Way Methodist Church, 1 

Merlin Court, on Thursday 
the 21st December at 5 pm and 
will encompass current issues 
in the area and promoting 
home and personal security 
during the festive season. 
Mat will attending this meeting 
with a street wardens and a 
couple of local councillors, 
including Ken ROBSON. 
Again all are welcome to this 
meeting and the next PACT 
meeting and targets fixed.
Contact: Matthew Walls 7848 
Police Community Support 
Officer
Tel: 742636

Newtonian Returns 
as Ward PCSO

What’s on your Christmas 
list this year? Sadly, many 
unpaid carers can only dream 
of luxury items like these as 

many struggle every day just 
to make ends meet.
The grants team at Carers 
Trust outlined that the top 
five most requested items 
they are asked to fund are 
some of the basic essentials:
- Washing machines
- Beds
- Transport, including 
driving lessons
- A break from caring
- Support in the home
Unfortunately, in 2017, the 
grants team was only able to 
fund or part-fund just over 
half (55%) of applications 
which meant that hundreds 
of grant applications have 
had to be turned down. 
Giles Meyer, CEO of Carers 
Trust, said: “Many of the 
items unpaid carers applied 
to our grants team for were 
basic essentials. We hear 
from carers who desperately 
need a washing machine 
because the person they care 
for is doubly incontinent and 
they are washing soiled bed 
linen and clothing in the 
bath. 
“Recently we heard from 
an older carer who is caring 
for her husband who has 
dementia and is sleeping 
on her grandchildren’s 
camp bed because she 
cannot afford to buy a new 
bed. Many parent carers 
living in rural areas request 
driving lessons as they are 
having to regularly make 
four-hour round trips to the 
supermarket for the family’s 
shopping or to pharmacies 

to collect prescriptions for 
the person they care for on 
infrequent and expensive 
public transport. Stories like 
these are, unfortunately, 
not uncommon. Our grants 
team assesses hundreds of 
applications from unpaid 
carers every year. 
“While many people are 
thinking about what to buy 
their family and friends for 
Christmas, unpaid carers are 
worrying about when they 
will get a good night’s sleep 
or a break, even for an hour, 
from their caring role, not 
to mention how bills will be 
paid. That’s why it’s crucial 
they get as much support as 
possible.” 
To donate £5 and make a 
difference to the lives of 
unpaid carers this Christmas, 
text CTRU17 to 70070.

Could You Help Unpaid 
Carers this Christmas?

NEWTON NEWS
NEWTON NEWS is published and 
printed by Newton Press, which was first 
established in 1948 and incorporates “The 
Newtonian”. Visit the on-line version at 
www.newtonnews.co.uk
DISCLAIMER Newton News cannot be 
held responsible for advertisers offering 
goods or services. As a general rule we would 
advise anyone NOT to part with any money 
until the order has been completed to your 
full satisfaction. All information is correct, 
to the best of our knowledge, at the time of 
printing. Newton News accepts articles in 
good faith and takes no responsibility for 
errors and/or omissions.

Unit 6 Leaside, Aycliffe Business Park
Newton Aycliffe, County Durham DL5 6HX

T 01325 321 621
F 01325 321 311

info@gregglittle.co.uk
www.gregglittle.co.uk

Opening hours:     
Monday-Friday: 08.00am-05.30pm    Saturday: 09.00am - 02.00pm

Serving Aycliffe
for over 
30 years

Tyres & exhausts

Diagnostics

Air conditioning

DPF cleaning & injection

MOTs on cars & bikes

Accident repair work

All repairs and 
servicing - cars, 
bikes and vans

Collection, Delivery and Drop Off  
service from home or work

Mini Valet for every vehicle

Courtesy car available (if pre-booked)

Seasonal Check worth up to £15 (if pre-booked)

Service plans and payment assist available 

FREE
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TELEPHONE
BROADBAND

ENGINEER
Fault Finding & Repairs

New Tel/Broadband Sockets
Internal/External Cabling

Far Cheaper than OpenReach
Contact Brian 01325 481946

or 07900 158824

Phone Engineer

“U” STORE Aycliffe Business 
Park. Domestic and Industrial 
storage. Open 6 days a week. 
Large and small containers 
from £12 per week. Tel 01325 
317716, 07850 646355
MOVING A THING? Call Phil 
from £14 per hour. Tel Aycliffe 
07596 179859
DAVID’S REMOVALS Single 
items, part loads, full houses  
and house clearances etc. Fully 
insured, good rates. David on 
07984 817111 or 01325 321567

Acorn Removals
and Deliveries

(MAN AND VAN)

Since 1992
Local and Na� onwide

Tel Tony 300557
07779 890 006

Removals

Full House, Part Load
or Single Items.

Local and National
Storage Available.

01325 319842
or 07736 763702

Smiths
removals

Aerial Installations

TV.  AERIAL  FITTERS
All aspects of aerial work undertaken

01325 307075

Quick service & fair prices 

Richard NaylorCall

H&H JOINERY
& PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE
All aspects of Joinery Work,

Kitchen Fitting and
General Maintenance

Playhouses & Summerhouses
10% Discount for OAPs

Tel: 01325 317172
Mobile:  07769 903173

STEVE WHITEHEAD
All aspects of Joinery and Glazing Services Covered
Established 30 years

We will beat any like for like
quotation
01325 333280 / 07836 355139

Foster Joinery Services
All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

From inside the home: Doors, Hardwood and Laminate 
Flooring, Skirting and Architrave, Staircases and 

revamping what you already have, Loft entrances and 
Loft Ladders.

To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.
Also Plastering Tiling and Bathroom fitting.
No job too small - Can supply all materials

Just ring 07748 967 374 for a FREE quote

C SMILLIE
• Joinery •
• Building •

• Decorating •
Established 1984

Apprenticeship Served

312024  after 6pm

Joinery

LAMBTON JOINERY Kitchen and bedrooms fitted, doors, 
skirting, dado rails, laminate floors, general joinery. No job too 
small. Call for free estimates. Tel 07858 755437

No Job Too Small
Installation Certificates

PAT Testing
Fuse Board Upgrades
Rewires  |  Lighting

Extra Sockets
Fault Finding
Free Quotes

• EMERGENCY CALL OUTS •
Contact Dave on

Telephone:

07563 088 946

DJW
ELECTRICS

Including Property Maintenance
• Fuse Board Upgrades •

• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •

• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •
• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on 

01325 313282
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)

Check out our website for monthly
deals: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

Electrical

Specialists in:
• Rewires  • Fuse Boxes
• Showers  • Cookers
COMBI  BOILERS & HEATING
EMERGENCY CALL OUTS

Contact Neil on

07913 975189
or 01325 714016   -   www.neilelectrical.co.uk

NEIL Electrical Services
For all your electrical needs - No job too small - Local Electrician

Peter 01325 776535 or 07876 078577
New Rooves From £2500
Chimney Stacks - Slating - Ridge Tiles Replaced
Tiling - Flat Roofs - Pointing - Leadwork - Guttering
UPVC Facias and Soffi  ts
Storm Damage - Velux Windows

PMHROOFING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

01325 776 535
Chimney Stacks - Slating -

Ridge Tiles Replaced - Tiling - Flat
Roofs - Pointing - Leadwork - UPVC
Facias & Soffits - Guttering - Storm

Damage - Velux Windows

Roofing

JK ROOFING (Aycliffe)
Aycliffe & Surrounding Areas - From a Tile to a Full Roof

• Felt Roofs • Pointing • Dry Verge, Soffits
• Dry Ridge System • Facias, Guttering
We’ll beat any genuine quote, Free estimates:

Tel: 01325 461 473
Mobile: 07596 801534 or 07562 439455

AYCLIFFE.ROOFING
Chimney Stacks - Slating - Ridge Tiles Replaced - Tiling - Flat Roofs

Pointing - UPVC Facias and Soffi  ts - Guttering - Leadwork
Storm Damage - Velux Windows - Recommendations Available

For a Free Estimate Contact James Watson
01325 486099 or 07799 426110

Working with                         - www.ratedroofi ngltd.co.uk

CCTV

15% OFF
with this 

advert

Driving School

Jacks Driving School
Fully Qualified High Grade Instructors

TRAILER/CARAVAN TRAINING ALSO AVAILABLE
Helping you to relax, enjoy and build confidence

Excellent first time pass rate - Block booking offers

Jack: 07949 195 184
Mally: 07840 978 984
Dave: 07708 549 788

Special offer: First 5 hours £90 - www.jacksdrivingschool.co.uk

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE
Manual and Automatic Lessons, Male and Female Instructors

VALLEY
WROUGHT IRON

High Quality Gates, Wall
Railings & Garden Fences

Free Estimates and Advice
Experienced Tradesmen

Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Contact Stephen on
07976 554046 anytime

E: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www. valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Iron / SteelJeff Horsley
28 years experience

Full Build of Extensions
Porches, Garages,

Garden Walls, Patios,
Concreting and Re-Pointing

FREE ESTIMATES
Guaranteed Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01325 313939
or 07970 869967

BUILDERS      07896 046992
ALL BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE WORK

Extensions, Garage Conversions, Porches,
Garden Walls, Patios   -   Free Estimates

CALL NATHAN 07896 046992 (Aycliffe Village)

Builders

HOUSE PLANS, Extensions 
and Alterations Tel: 01325 
300646 or 07795 965670

Plans

For all your print requirements
Newton Press 300212

Gardening

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work

Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking & 

Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432

Mobile: 07765 374 905

LANDSCAPE & BLOCKPAVING 
SPECIALISTS

GARY O’CONNOR
•  Driveways  •  Patios  •  Paving

•  Walling  •  Fencing  •  More
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE WITH VERY 

COMPETITIVE RATES CALL GARY ON

01325 320 267
07866 561 340

MARTIN SHIRES Garden 
Landscaping Services, Block 
Paving Specialists. Fencing, 
Decking, Patios, Walls, 
Turfing, Hedges. Quality 
guaranteed work. Tel 321891 
or 07989 024 501
ALPINE LANDSCAPES.
Patios, Driveways, Fencing, 
Decking, Gravel, Turfing, 
Walls. All work guaranteed. 
25 years experience, est 15 
years, professional advice. 
www.alpinelandscapes.co.uk - 
contact Alan on 01325 321745 
or 07974 710351
TREE STUMP Removal, 
Stump Grinding, Tree Work, 
Hedge Cutting/Removal. Fully 
Insured and Qualified. Call 
Crossland 01325 377755
ROSEWOOD Tree work. 
Felled, Pruned, Hedges Cut, 
Fencing, Gravel. All aspects 
of groundwork considered. 
50% off for OAPs. Tel 01325 
318679 or 07740 999075

DLRP Fencing & Garden Services

Call for a quote
07854 684712

www.dlrpservices.co.uk

• Fencing
• Gravel
• Grass Cutting
• Planting
• Painting
• Tree Surgery
• Clean Ups
• Trimming

TREETOPS
Gardening Services

Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming
Trees Chopped/Felled/Pruned

Pressure Washing
Block Paving and Fencing
10% OAP DISCOUNT
Friendly, reliable team

07598 572738

P.H.S
PETER CABLE
Home Maintenance

Any Job Considered:
Gardening • Painting

High Pressure Cleaning
Repairs • Gutters Cleaned

Grass/Hedge Cutting
any Property Maintenance

Free Estimates - No Call Out Charge

01325 317 216 or 
07946 432 901

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Block Paving - Patios

Turfing - Gravelling - Fencing
Tree & Hedges - Roofing

Drainage - Brickwork
Garden Clearances

Lift & Relay Driveways
Power Washing

Mini Digger Hire + more
Free Estimates - Great Rates

01325 321567

07984 817 111
www.landscaper-northeast.co.uk

DJ GARDENING
SERVICES

Students at Greenfield 
Community College have 
been given an exciting 
opportunity as Tim 
Peake’s Spacecraft arrives 
in the region.  
On Wednesday 22nd 
November 2017  twenty 
eight Year 9 students, 
along with two members 
of staff were invited to a 
celebration morning for 
the arrival of the Soyuz 
descent module TMA-

Space Age Education for Greenfield Students
19M at the Locomotion 
Museum in Shildon where 
they were able to see this 
amazing piece of space 
history.  Between 22nd 
November 2017 to 15th 
January 2018 Durham 
will host the Samsung-
sponsored Museum Group 
National Tour of Time 
Peake’s Capsule.
As part of the tour a team 
of ‘Explainers’ from the 
Science Museum also 

delivered a Science show 
the ‘Greatest Hits’  to 
the whole of Year 9 at 
Aycliffe Campus as part 
of the celebration.  The 
students were entertained 
by an amazing selection 
of experiments which 
had strong links to the 
curriculum.  Ron Milton, 
Deputy Headteacher, 
said “It has been a great 
opportunity for our 
students, they have enjoyed 
exploring the themes of 
forces and rockets and the 
way it has been brought to 
life through links to Tim 
Peake’s Soyuz Capsule”.
The tour will also offer a 
further opportunity for 
Greenfield students to 
visit the National Railway 
Museum at Shildon to 
experience a fabulous 4D 
virtual reality experience 
of the descent of the Soyuz 
Capsule and parachute.  
It has been a brilliant 
opportunity for the 
students who have enjoyed 
being part of the event so 
far.
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For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338
waterways@talktalk.net

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs    Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes    Power Flushing

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596

Mobile 07931 591381

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs
Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing
Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

StainKleen
Professional Cleaning Services for Carpets, Upholstery, Rugs

and Leather Cleaning - Tiling and Grout Floor Cleaning
RAPID DRYING - FULLY INSURED

Tel Paul on 01325 493003
Mobile: 07817 573 604   -   Web: www.stainkleen.co.uk

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE REPAIRS

ALL MAKES OF WASHERS
TUMBLERS, MICROWAVES
DISHWASHERS
VACUUM CLEANERS
FRIDGE/FREEZERS
COOKERS
* Free Estimates
* No Call Out Charge
* Appliances Plumbed in

Telephone:  321756

Home Services

The Small Works
Tiling, Plastering
Laminate Flooring
Bathroom Installations
Painting, Landscaping
Fencing, Turfing
and more, just call.
No job too small!

Handyman Services
Call Tim on

01325 321405
07734 357789

“One Call Solves Them All”

Phoenix Carpet Cleaners
Bringing new life to your carpets and upholstery
Fully insured & CRB checked
Stain removal
NHS staff discount
Reliable and efficient
Domestic and commercial
A high quality 7 day service

www.phoenixcarpetcleaners.co.uk

M 07733 804870
T  01325 281597

SHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Door
Repair

Specialist

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs
Mechanism Repair/Replacement
Door Adjustment - Door Furniture
Emergency Door Opening
90% OF PARTS IN STOCK

24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114
07748 044 808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Locksmiths

Plumbing

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES

• Carpet and 
upholstery cleaning
• Leather cleaning 

and repair
• Pressure washing

• Gutter cleaning 
and repair

• End of tenancy cleans
• Domestic and  

Commercial 
cleaning staff

• Janitorial supplies
• Fully insured

01325 327 087
or 07895 697 115

Over 40 years’ Experience

Acorn Plumbing & Heating
    •  Boiler Installations
    •  Central Heating
    •  Bathroom Refurbishment
    •  Wet Rooms
    •  Tiling
    •  General Plumbing

Tel: 320409 - Mobile: 07798 860593
www.acornplumbingservices.co.uk

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

Tel: 01325 312345
30 Year Old Family Run Business

BOILER & FULL SYSTEM 
REPLACEMENTS

No Deposit, 12 months Interest Free
or Monthly Payments over longer term

St. Cuthberts House
Block 1, Ground Floor
Durham Way North
Aycliff e Business Park
Co. Durham DL5 6DL

CARPET FITTER and vinyl 
flooring specialist. Contact 
Richard  on  07946 435177
CLEANING ANGELS. 
For all your cleaning needs. 
Commercial cleaning 
available. Domestic, end of 
tenancy, holiday lets, builders 
cabins, oven cleans, office 
cleaning, window cleaning 
(up to 8ft), caravan clean, 
ironing service available. 
Competitive rates. Find us 
on Facebook. Contact Angela 
07518 798595
DAVE’S HANDYMAN 
SERVICES gardening, 
painting, flat packs, all types 
of jobs considered. Tel. 01325 
317325 or 07948 421061
YOUR LOCAL Handymen, 
Fully Insured. Visit us at: 
www.aycliffehandyman.co.uk 
- or Call: 01325 318269
JUST PAVING Mike Slater 
Paving, design and build. 
Blockpaving specialist, 
driveways, Courtyards, 
Footpaths. Tel 07754 594102 
or email m.slaterpaving@
gmail.com
LAUNDRY LADIES 
Offering a wash, dry and 
ironing service (domestic or 
commercial). Free collection 
and drop off included. 
Tel 07821 519824 or 
laundryladies16@gmail.com

R.M.
Property Maintenance

All outdoor work 
undertaken
Free Quotes

No job too big or small

07534 365680

G. CROSSEN
PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07340 606402
Time Served  -  C&G  -  Established 15 yrs

Brushstrokes
Decorators

FREE QUOTES
Any interior/exterior work get

50% off next job (within 12months)
Front/Rear gutters & fascias 

cleaned from £60.00

Tel: 01325 312953
Mobile: 07587 140912

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator

Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate
01325 483 697

or 07745 037 754

Decorating

P & B HOME SERVICES
Painting &  Decorating

TELEPHONE: 01325 308483
MOBILE TEL: 07799 166 555

DRAGON DECORATORS 
All aspects of interior & 
exterior decorating, including 
children’s artwork. Over 20 
years experience. No job too 
small, free estimates. Contact 
Colin on 07952 364426
A&T TILING Wall and floor 
tiling, professional service 
at competitive rates. Free 
estimates. Tony 07858 755437
C. A. PLASTERERS 
all plastering work, artex 
skimmed, small jobs, free 
estimates, 01388 721206
PAINTER & Decorator, over 
30 years experience, free 
estimates. Tel Steve Pearson on 
319862 or 07896 917880
SC PLASTERING - All 
plastering work undertaken, 
very tidy workers. Skimming, 
Rendering, Boarding, Coving. 
For a free quote call Sam on 
07825 650437.

Pest Control

PROTECH Direct Pest 
Control. Experts in industrial, 
commercial and domestic pest 
control. 16+ years experience, 
fully insured, free quotes. 
Tel 01325 310520 or 07896 
848856 (24 hours)

Pest Control

01325 301063
07790 732089

www.pestguard1.co.uk

CALL PESTGUARD TODAY
Newton Aycliffe Based

Fully Licensed & Insured
30+ years trading

throughout the North East

Remember to tell the 
advertiser you found 

them in the Newton News

John Dunn
Heating & Plumbing 

Services

Boiler Installations
Service and Repair

7-10 Year Boiler
Warranty Available

01388 720009
07826 527952

NC PLUMBING Services
All plumbing requirements undertaken

From a drip to a full bathroom refit
Complete bathroom specialist

Full tiling and wall cladding service
Full power flush service - No job too small

Central heating problems repaired

Neil 07882 233219 or 01325 589224
out of hours call out available

01325 589224

HAVE YOU
GOT NEWS
FOR US?

We are always interested
in local news stories.

We like to feature good
news and interesting

items on achievements
& community service

Tel: Syd
01325 300212

or syd@newtonnews.co.uk

Heating and
Plumbing Services

Ferryhill Based

No 593509

Heating & Plumbing Services
Boiler & Fire Servicing
Landlords Certificates
Free Gas Analyser Report

Free Quotations

Call Paul
07967 679998

Bargain Buys Appliance Repairs
Shafto Way, Newton Aycliffe - Tel: 01325 321678

Repairs to Domestic Appliance Machines including:
Washers - Tumblers - Microwaves
Dishwashers - Cookers etc.

Free Quotes and No Call Out Fee

Tel: 01325 321678

DEEP-n-CLEAN
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

QUALITY YOU CAN STAND ON!

Leather Cleaning
& Stain Guard
Domestic & Commercial
Fully Insured

Call Andy for a Free Quote

Tel: 01388 832936 or Mob: 07758 216219
www.carpetandupholsterycleaninginnortheast.co.uk

Telephone: 07837 472040
Email: gracieheating@hotmail.co.uk
Website: www.gracieheating.co.uk

• Full Central Heating Installs and Maintenance
• Gas Boiler Servicing     • Combi Swaps
• Bathroom Installations     • Tiling

Clothing Alterations
Specialist Wedding Gowns

25 years experience

Call 07757 836805

PROPERTY REPAIRS
& MAINTAINANCE
Call your local handyman

from flat pack assembly to 
flooring, decking, gutters cleaned 
and cleared, pressure washing, 

fencing, patios and general 
household repairs.
Visit our website:

www.espropertyservices.co.uk
or telephone 01325 318269

Suites and Chairs
New Foams & Springs
Large Pattern Range

Free Estimates & Advice

TEL: 01740 655908
After hours 01325 313584

RE-UPHOLSTERY

NEWAVE FURNITURE

In the five years between 2012 
and 2016, a total of 1,650 people 
have been injured in collisions 
that involved a suspected drink-
driver in the North East. Thirty 
eight of those were killed. 
Chief Inspector Graham Milne 
of Cleveland and Durham 
Specialist Operations Unit, said: 

“To combat this, extra patrols 
and roadside checks will be 
conducted in the run up to and 
over Christmas and New Year, 
in a bid to tackle those who 
commit the unacceptable act of 
drink or drug driving. 
“It is worrying, that we push this 
message out every year, and still 

many reckless drivers ignore the 
warnings that cause devastating 
consequences.” 
Alcohol and drugs both affect 
your ability to judge speed and 
distances accurately and slow 
down your reaction time, warn 
police. 
Ch Insp Milne continued: 

Police Clamp Down on Drink 
& Drug Driving this Christmas

“Tackling drink and drug drivers 
is a year round commitment for 
us but we know that around the 
festive period, many people for 
whatever reason, decide to get in 
a car while drunk. Perhaps home 
is ‘just down the road’ from the 
pub, but you should never get in 
a car under the influence.” 
Durham officers will be active 
in educational and enforcement 
action by carrying out random 
checks on drivers.
“Anyone caught drink driving 
faces a minimum 12-18 month 
ban. However, deciding to drink 
and drive could cost you more 
than just your licence. Our 
message to drivers is simple. 
If you take the risk of driving 
whilst under the influence of 
alcohol or drugs, you could kill 
someone, and yourself.
 “Even if you’ve had a few drinks 
on an evening and you think you 
can get up and drive the next 
morning, you are likely to still 
be over the limit. Drugs also 
stay in the system for a very long 
time” added Ch Insp Milne. 
Officers will breathalyse drivers 
and use ‘Drugwipe’ kits to 
test motorists at the roadside 
for anyone suspected of being 
impaired through cannabis or 
cocaine. Motorists convicted 
of drink and drug driving are 
banned for at least a year, receive 
an unlimited fine and can be 
sent to prison. The penalty for 
causing death by dangerous 
driving under the influence of 
drink or drugs is up to 14 years 
in jail. 
 During last year’s Christmas 
campaign, 116 drivers were 
arrested after being found to be 
under the influence of alcohol 
and a further 57 were arrested 
after being found to be under the 
influence of drugs. 
The public are encouraged 
to report any concerns 
relating to drink or drug 
driving anonymously 
using Crimestoppers on 
crimestoppers-uk.org or 0800 
555 111. 
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Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Opticians

Chiropody

CHIROPODY
Mr P. Oliver

BSc (Hons)  -  M.Ch.S
for a Home Visit call

01325 320126

INASPIN ROADSHOW 
Discos for al l  occasions. 
Weddings, birthdays, etc. a 
speciality. State of the Art Light 
Show. Tel 01325 310646 or 
07952 244404
P R O F.  N I N C O M P O O P 
Children’s entertainer making 
bi r thday par t ies  specia l . 
Balloons, magic and tomfoolery, 
midweek discounts. Tel Gary 
on 310646 or 07952 244404. 
Websi te :  www.professor-
nincompoop.com - Facebook: 
Prof Nincompoop
BOUNCEABOUT & Play. 
Bouncy Castle, Soft Play and 
lots more for hire. Call 07816 
944876 or visit our website 
www.bounceaboutplay.co.uk 
or email bounceaboutandplay@
gmail.com

Entertainment

Computers

Aycliffe 
COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification

PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades  -  Data Recovery
Windows 10 Installation

Broadband Installation
Networking  -  Anti Virus

Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

No Call Out Charge Within 
Newton News Circulation area

Contact Rob
01325 310737
07841 867170

aycliffecomputers@googlemail.com

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED 
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER 

BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

ENJOY LEARNING Guitar, 
Bass or Drums at home. 
Tel Roger 01325 321444  - 
Friendly, Experienced, Local.

Tuition

EYE DREAM Photography 
for weddings, portrait and 
event photography. Telephone: 
07595  023823  o r  ema i l 
paul@eyedreamphotography.
c o . u k  o r  v i s i t  w w w .
eyedreamphotography.co.uk

Photography

JULIE’S Mobile Hairdressing. 
Cuts £10, Perm £40 (all inc). 
Tel Julie on 07801 192417
HAIR DESIGN Experienced 
mobile hair stylist. Senior 
Citizens reduced prices. Call 
Lynn on 07904 219997

Hairdressing

BVA Foundation
FREE
Confidential
Post Abortion
Counselling 
available

Telephone:
01642 616077

SAMARITANS - 13 Woodland 
Road, Darlington. We are here 
for you 24 hours a day. Tel: 
Freephone 116123

Personal

DONATIONS of Bric-a-Brac 
and other good condition items 
for Newton Aycliffe good causes. 
Honest John 01325 316630

Public Notice

PALLETS FREE
Collect from 

NEWTON PRESS 
at the 

Blue Bridge Centre 
(goods inward)

please ring the bell

Free

Autos

Stigs Motor Factors
Unit 4 Whitworth Avenue

Oils, Wipers, Filters, Brakes, Clutches,
Suspension, Additives, Car Care, Bulbs,
Batteries, Anti Freeze, Bearings + more

Wiperblade, Bulb + 
Battery fi tting available

OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK

TEL: 01325 316 566

Cars, Vans, Trucks &
Caravans

At Home or Work
We Come To You

Various Packages at 
Reasonable Rates

Telephone:
07376 116518

ampvaleting@outlook.com
Find us on Facebook

RENT a washing machine only 
£3.99 per week, no deposit, 
fully maintained. Bargain Buys, 
Shafto Way, 01325 321678
“ALL SORTS”  Cha r i t y 
Shop at the side of St. Clare’s 
Church is open 10am to 1pm 
every Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday. On sale is a huge 
selection of bric-a-brac, toys, 
household goods, jewellery, 
electrical goods . . . the list is 
endless. All items are perfect 
and at low prices. All money 
raised will continue to be given 
to good causes. All Sorts is 
a charitable project run and 
funded solely by Godfrey 
Bennett.
SANTA COSTUME For hire: 
For bookings call at All Sorts 
Charity Shop. New stocks of 
Christmas lights, decorations 
and presents for all ages.
GOOD quality rattan two seater 
conservatory sofa. Recently re-
upholstered in beige condition 
as new. £70. Tel 01388 775907 
(evenings)
WHEELCHAIR  £50, can 
deliver. Tel 07956 089630
KIDS Rage electric scooter, 
lime green, excellent condition 
including charger. £65. Tel 
01325 307285
BRAND NEW double divan 
with quilted Damask mattress, 
can arrange delivery, £129. Tel 
07789 113343
MAMAS & PAPAS High chair, 
£20 ono. Tel 01325 321415

For Sale

Pets

Providing Safe and
Loving Day Care for your Dog

K9 PURSUITS
Ltd.

Tel: 01325 301177           Email: k9pursuitsltd@hotmail.co.uk

New Dog/Puppy Training Course starting soon
Reward based Training with Qualified Instructors

WE ALSO OFFER
Doggy Day Care  -  Dog Walking  -  Home Boarding  -  Canine Workshops

Free Puppy Sessions  -  Kennel Club Training Scheme
Dog Grooming  -  1:1 Training Sessions

Why not call in to see us?   -   Check us out on Facebook

DOG WALKING (Dave Oliver) Daytime, half hour sessions 
£5.50 per dog. Police checked and fully insured. Years of 
experience in dog handling. Tel 07756 825637
DOG WALKER. Fully insured .. CRB checked. No time to walk 
your dog, going on holiday, need your pets fed? Contact 07736 
332146 for further details

FOR SALE
Seat Leon 2.0 TDi, lady 
owner with FSH. Only 
48748 miles. Very low for 
its age. Great condition.
Please call 07517 095 825 
if interested and to arrange 
a viewing. £6150 ono

Property To let

ISHERWOOD CLOSE
Newton Aycliffe

Three bedroom detached with large garage, conservatory, 
utility room, downstairs toilet, extra large garden with 
greenhouse and shed. Two minute walk from town centre 
and Doctors’ Surgery. New double glazed windows and gas 
boiler. Excellent property.

£650 per month
Ring 01325 300212

Wanted

WANTED Wheelchair. Tel 
07401 133459

Accommodation

Bury Guest House
8-10 Bury Road

Newton Aycliffe DL5 5DL

01325 300203

“Aycliffe’s Premier Guest House”

• Self Contained Rooms
• Single or Twin Rooms

• All Bills Included
• Free Wi-Fi

• Good Weekly Rates

2 BEDROOM house 
Priestman Road, New 
bathroom and kitchen, low 
maintenance garden with 
conservatory. Rent £475, bond 
£475. For viewing please call 
Sam on 07825 650437
2 BEDROOM property to 
let, Cypress Grove, School 
Aycliffe. Rent £450, Bond 
£450, Admin fee £50. Tel 
07814 022301

Available To Rent
Spacious 2 bedroom semi detached

Modern decor, new boiler
Available immediately

£300 Bond - £420 pcm

Tel: 07855 387214

Sits Vacant

PART TIME driver required, 
3 days per week, (24 hours). 
Local and long distance, long 
wheel base transit. Fork lift 
driver preferred. Some heavy 
lifting, up to 20kg. Apply 
in writing with CV to Julia 
Whitham, Harvest Foods, 
Ketton Way, Aycliffe Business 
Park, DL5 6AU or email 
juliaw@harvestfoods.co.uk

The team at Gregg Little 
love to help out locally here’s 
just some of the Christmas 
spirit and fun they’re up to 
this year…. Watch out for the 
Gregg Little van pulling Santa 
for Newton Aycliffe Rotary 
Club, 
Each year our little mechanic 
elves Jamie, Paul and Ben get 
our van ready for the 4-week 
tour of Santa around the streets 
of Newton Aycliffe, good luck 
this year to the Rotary Club. 
The team at Gregg Littles 
are asking customers to get 
involved with Xmas food 
hampers for families in the 
area, in conjunction with the 
Xcel Centre. We are hoping to 
collect lots of Xmas treats to 
add to the fab work the team 
at the Xcel Centre already do. 
We need dry foods really – 
tins of sweets, biscuits, Xmas 
puddings, mince pies, crisps 
any nibbles etc., if you would 
like to help drop any of the 
items listed into GLTC. 
Our annual Customer 
Christmas postcard raffle was 
drawn with winners taking 
Walkers Butchers vouchers 
and Love to Shop Vouchers. 

GIVING A LITTLE BACK 
THIS CHRISTMAS

This year’s winners are 
Christine Power and Sue Kelly 
both from Newton Aycliffe 
(photo attached of Christine 
and her family).
In December Gregg Little’s 
will be running an advent 
calendar giveaway for both 
staff and customers. Prizes 
to be won each day and 
announced on our Facebook 
page 
What we don’t need is 
unexpected bills over 
Christmas, especially on our 
cars, so to help out Gregg 
Little’s offers a scheme called 
Payment Assist. This scheme 
allows customers with bills 
between £300 and £1000 to 
spilt their bill into 4 equal 
interest free payments, speak 
to our friendly team for further 
information. 
And finally, we are also 
offering FREE winter checks 
worth up to £15 call to book 
yours today, mention Newton 
News for this offer. We check 
and top up oil, anti-freeze 
and screen wash, check tyre 
treads and pressures, check 
and change any standards light 
bulbs and wiper blades. 

DO YOU NEED A 
POP UP BANNER

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR CLUB OR 

ORGANISATION?
Prices from £60.00

Contact: Newton Press
01325 300212

Kellie and Justin Cooper 
and her husband live in 
Aycliffe Village and run the 
Three Tuns in Eggleston. In 
September they had a new 
addition to the family, Levi, 
a Weimaraner puppy. He is 
such a character but as well 
as being adopted as the pub 
dog he is one of the family. 
Justin was out walking with 
him by John Wades Quarry 
last Tuesday and Levi got 
spooked after encountering 
other dogs, bolted and 
disappeared. 
Kellie joined the search and 
phoned the quarry on the off 
chance Levi had been seen 
there. “I fully expected 
them to be unconcerned, 
but Carolyn Bell, who 
answered the phone and her 
team acted immediately and 
sent people out in a pick-
up truck to look for Levi, 
contacting the workers 
and quarry manager David 
Basham” said Kellie. 
Carolyn called with updates 

Bruce Whitley, Carolyn Bell and Deborah Laing 
with the illusive Levi! 

and the Ops director Bruce 
Whitley went through cctv 
footage and nobody gave 
up! 
The search party grew 
as a friend, Rachel 
Townsend Green from 
Thrive marketing dropped 

everything and even 
brought one of her staff to 
help. 
Kellie was convinced 
someone dishonest must 
have found him and calls 
were made to the police, 
vets, Stray aid, local 
farmers, local breeders with 
constant posts on social 
media all without success. 
He is micro chipped and 
collared but his owners 
were concerned he was 
injured. 

Aycliffe Quarry Staff Stop Work to Find Lost Dog
As it was getting dark, Kelly 
retraced her husband’s 
route and met Deborah 
Laing, Engineer from John 
Wades who walked with 
her near the spot Levi 
disappeared. They thought 
the noise of  machinery 
may have frightened him 
and he’d attempt to creep 
out once it was quiet. 
The quarry staff searched 
everywhere and CCTV 
showed he hadn’t crossed 
any of the major access 
routes. Justin covered all 
of the surrounding area on 
foot and Kellie covered all 
roads, village and Business 
Park by car, returning every 
half hour. 
“I had given up all hope, 
our family was heartbroken 
and we decided to call it a 
night, but as I pulled up 
outside our house for the 
last time I found Levi sat 
on our doorstep! He was 
covered in cuts and scrapes 
so we let everyone know. I 
later received a text from 
Deborah to say she had 
heard the news and was 
thrilled” said Kellie. 
Next morning Kellie got 
a call from Carolyn to say 
how the whole team were 

delighted he’d been found. 
Kellie took Levi down to 
the Quarry later that day 
with chocolates and flowers 
as a thank you and to say 
sorry for all the worry 
caused. 
Everyone involved in the 
search were amazing and 
we can’t thank them enough 
but the guys at Wades were 
just brilliant. Although 
they didn’t actually find 
Levi, their support, fast 
thinking and actions were 
unbelievable. They didn’t 
know me, my family or 
Levi, but they really pulled 
out all of the stops. The staff 
loved meeting Levi and for 
us it was lovely to put faces 
to all those people who 
helped, for which my family 
and I will be eternally 
grateful. Let’s hope next 
time we see them we’ll be 
just waving hello, as we 
walk by and not manning a 
full scale search and rescue 
party!” said Kellie.
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The next meeting of Wear Valley Photography Club 
is on Monday 11th December when member Albert 
Nicholson will be showing a selection of his award 
winning nature and wildlife images taken in and 
around Cockfield Fell. 
The club meets at Etherley Methodist Hall, South 
Road, High Etherley DL14 0HZ from 7.30pm and 
visitors are welcome to come and see what we do. 
Non members £2 which includes light refreshments. 
For further details contact the Secretary on 07753 
178682.

Photography Club Meeting

The Mayor Wendy Hillary and Consort Jed were guests of 201 
Field Ambulance at the Barnard Armoury on 5th December.  
Their Christmas Carol Concert was attended by members of 
the unit together with family and friends. 
The music was provided by the Royal Signals (Northern) 
Band with a superb range of musical arrangements and was 
rounded off with a sing-along of classic Christmas Songs. 
Tesco kindly provided decorations to add to ambience.

Mayor at Xmas Concert 

Congratulations

Obituary

Birthday Remembrance

In Memoriam

BRIAN MAGEE 2-11-1936 
to 5-12-2015. Let the winds of 
love blow softly and whisper 
for you to hear, that I will 
always love and miss you and 
wish that you were here. Your 
loving Wife, Joan xxx
BRIAN MAGEE 2-11-1936 
to 5-12-2015. To the most kind 
and loving Dad and Grandad 
in the world. You come into 
our conversation every day, at 
home I see you lovely face and 
wish you were here, memories 
we send, to a star in the sky 
not far away. Engraved in gold 
on a cloud above, just for you 
with all our love. Miss and love 
you forever. Love, Julie, Billy, 
Ross and Bella xxxxx
JOE REID 2nd April 1939 
to 12th December 2015. My 
Mr Wonderful. Always in my 
thoughts and in my heart. Love 
you always, Jeannie
PEGGY DICKINSON 
8th December 2016 BOB 
DICKINSON 10th December 
1991. Loving memories of you 
Mam and Dad. You brightened 
up this world, and so very 
selflessly, gave everything you 
had and brought so much joy 
to us. You guided us so wisely 
and you are sorely missed each 
day. And the only comfort is 
the memories that will never 
fade away. You were both so 
very special and, although 
losing you brought pain, you 
are now both together and 
one day we will meet again. 
Thinking of you today and 
every day. Susan, Brian, Alan 
and all the family xxxx
RALPH NELSON 11-12-
2014. Three years have passed 
but you are still missed so 
much. Thinking of you always. 
We know you are looking 
down on us with a smile on 
your face from the stars above. 
Always in our hearts and 
thoughts. Love you always and 
forever. Tracy, Scott, Beckie, 
Brodie and Imogen xx Miss 
you Dad and Grandad. Sending 
you hugs and kisses
JOHN CASSIDY (Cass). 12-
12-1987. To remember you is 
easy we do it every day. It’s 
just the thought of losing you 
that never goes away. You 
left a place no one can fill, 
we love you my darling and 
always will. Special memories 
silently kept of one I loved 
and will never forget. Love 
always, Doris, Family and 
Grandchildren xxxx
RITA THOMSON 11-12-
2008. Precious memories of a 
much loved Sister and Auntie. 
Remembered always. Love, 
Doris and family xxx
STEVE STEWART 14-12-
2009. As each day dawns and 
starts anew, my precious Son, 
I think of you. Love you, Mam
TREVOR PLASKITT Died 
12-12-2010. You left too soon 
and broke our hearts. We find 
it hard to carry on without 
you. We miss you and are so 
proud of you. We love you 
and always will Trevor xx. 
Thinking of you every day 
and in our hearts forever. 
Love Wife, Valerie. Daughters 
Shirley, Julia and Adam and 
loving Gandchildren Jonathan, 
Maxine, Louis, Mia and family 
xxxx

Apology
Newton News would like 
to sincerely apologise to 
the Atkins family for the 
error in last week’s edition, 
stating the incorrect date 
of the funeral for DAVID 
ATKINS.
The date of the funeral 
should have read 8th 
December, 10.15am at St 
Clare’s Church.

2017

Derrick Nelson
Birthday Remembrance, 8th December

Our thoughts are with you on this day
Happy memories come to mind

Of one we loved with all our hearts
And will till the end of time.

Not only our precious Dad, but our dear friend.

Loving and missing you always
Valerie and Michael

Elizabeth and Kathryn
Allan and David,

Jacob, Bronwyn, Theo and Dylan

John Weller
22nd November

At home. John, aged 86 
years of Newton Aycliffe. 
Beloved Husband of 
Cynthia and a loving 
Dad and Pops. Funeral 
Wednesday 13th December. 
Would family and friends 
please meet at 11.00am for 
a Service at Wear Valley 
Crematorium, Coundon.

SUMMERSON, Derrick, 
of Newton Aycliffe formerly 
Coundon. Peacefully on 23rd  
November, aged 82 years. 
Dearly beloved Husband to 
the late Ann Gladys. A dearly 
loved Dad, Grandad, Great- 
Grandad and Uncle. Family 
and friends please meet 
for Service at Wear Valley 
Crematorium (Coundon) on 
Thursday 14th December 
for 12.00pm. Following the 
Service the family of Derrick 
request your company for 
refreshments at the Royal 
Navy Club, Newton Aycliffe.
ANNE COULTHARD, On 
3rd December (suddenly), 
Anne, aged 76 years of 
Highside Road, Heighington.  
Dearly loved Wife of John; 
much loved Mother of 
Patricia and Stephen; dear 
Mother-in-Law of Owen and 
Juliet and loving Grandma to 
Helen, Joseph, Ivan, Tamsin, 
Connie and Megan. Funeral 
Wednesday 13th December.  
Friends please meet for Service 
in Wear Valley Crematorium at 
1.00pm. Family flowers only, 
donations in lieu, if desired, 
for the Great North Air 
Ambulance Service. Collection 
plate provided.
LES MARSHALL, 
Peacefully on 3rd December, 
aged 84 years. Dearly loved 
Husband of Pat; devoted Dad 
of David, Debra and Jeff also 
a treasured and much loved 
Granddad of Darren, Rachel, 
Liam, Rebeka and Lucas. 
Funeral Service to be held at 
Wear Valley Crematorium, 
Coundon on Friday 15th 
December at 11.00am. Family 
and friends please meet at the 
crematorium. Family flowers 
only please.

Margaret Ridley
Passed away peacefully 
on 3rd December 2017 at 
Ashfield Court Nursing 
Home, Harrogate.
Margaret, previously lived 
in Defoe Crescent, Newton 
Aycliffe.
A dearly loved Wife of the 
late Robert (Bob) Ridley 
and much loved Mam to 
Sheila and Allan and Son-
in-Law Ray; also loving 
Grandma to Jenny.
Funeral Service is to be held 
at Stonefall Crematorium, 
Harrogate on Tuesday 12th 
December at 2.20pm.

Freda Jones

Happy 80th Birthday - 8th December 2017
Lots of love from all the family xxxx

Bethan Lee

Welcome Home
to our beautiful 
Granddaughter, after 3 
months charity work in 
South Africa.
Well done sweetheart.
From Nana & Grandma xx

Welcome Home

FREDA JONES Happy 80th 
birthday. From the Howarth 
family
KAREN LEE Happy 50th 
(sorry) Karen on 7th December 
2017. I have waited 25 years 
to get my own back, but you 
don’t look a day over 40! Lots 
of love, Mam and Richard xx
HAPPY 18th Wedding 
Anniversary to my Husband 
John Palliser. Love always, 
your Wife Melanie
MELANIE PALLISER 
Happy 18th years Wedding 
Anniversary. To me you are my 
life, love you more every day. 
Love you forever, John.
PALLISER John and Melanie, 
Happy Anniversary. Love, 
Callum, Kain, Saxon and the 
Dos Zayn

MARGARET KELLY 12th December. Love and miss you so 
much, always yours. Paddy xxx

Brian Magee
2nd November 1936

to 5th December 2015.
To the best Dad and 
Grandad in the world. Two 
years have passed since 
you left us and we miss you 
more than words can say.
Love you forever.
Love you, Susan, Dennis, 
Tony, Luke and Charlie

John Price
Newton Aycliffe.

4th December, peacefully 
in hospital. John, a much 
loved Husband, Father and 
Grandfather. Funeral on 
Thursday 14th December. 
Would friends kindly meet 
for Service in Wear Valley 
Crematorium, Coundon at 
3.00pm. Family flowers 
only please. Donations in aid 
of MNDA, Motor Neurone 
Disease Association may 
be given or will be accepted 
by Whitehouse Funeral 
Service, Surtees House, 
Hilton Road, Newton 
Aycliffe, DL5 6EN. Tel: 
01325 318600.

Simon Watson

Happy 50th Birthday
13th December 2017

Have a great birthday 
Simon. From all the Press 
Gang

Woodham Academy students 
went head-to-head as the 
school’s new Debating 
Society got off to a “brilliant 
start”. 
The Debating Society has 
been launched to offer 
students the opportunity 
gain confidence in public 
speaking and improve their 
research and team working 
skills. 
At the first session, students 
watched a televised debate, 
to help understand how a 
debate is structured. They 
then moved on to a ‘speed 
debating’ session, with each 
student given an argument 
to defend. They then moved 
around in carousel, defending 
a point that they may have 
had little knowledge of or 
may not have agreed with.  
Teacher Richard Gore said: 
“The first Debating Society 
evening went off to a brilliant 
start. The students were 
engaged and enthusiastic 
throughout and learned about 
the history of debating, the 
basics of debating and the 
importance of the subject. 
Debates got a little heated 

First session of the school’s new Debating Society

at times but it allowed the 
students to freely engage 
in the process of debating, 
gaining skills that they will 
carry forward into the more 
formal debates in the weeks 
ahead. 
“Membership of the 
Debating Society will help 
students gain confidence in 
public speaking, and improve 
research and team-working 
skills, as well as looking 
great on CVs when the time 
comes to apply to colleges 
and universities.” 
The Debating Society is the 
latest addition to Woodham 
Academy’s extensive and 
growing extra-curricular 
activities programme. 
Initially open to Year 10 
and Year 11 students, the 
Debating Society will offer 
a series of research sessions, 
workshops and mock debates, 
followed by three internal 
competitions in front of adult 
and student audiences.  
The Debating Society will 
then expand to include 
students from years 7 to 
9 and go on join national 
competitions.  

DEBATING SOCIETY 
AT WOODHAM

Don’t allow your dog to foul football pitches and put children in 
danger of contracting a disease, not to mention the disgusting 
mess they bring on themselves.
Since this subject was raised by the local youth football club 
facebook has amassed a general outcry for irresponsible dog 
owners to respect this appeal. KEEP DOGS ON A LEAD AND 
CLEAN UP AFTER THEM!

KEEP DOGS OFF 
RECREATION AREAS
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Free Delivery on Orders £10+
10% Off  Collections

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

Bengal..Lounge

OPEN
NEW YEARS EVE
FROM 4.30pm

BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £9.95

Available Wednesday & Thursday
• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad

• Any Appetiser   • Any Main Course
• Any Rice or Nan

(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions applyTA
KE

 A
W

AY

THALI NIGHT
TUESDAY NIGHTS ONLY
ONLY £10.95

DINE INVALENTINES
BOOKINGS
Now Accepted

Mother’s Day Special
Sunday 6th March
£11.95 - Book your table now

DINE IN
DINE IN

WEDNESDAY
& SUNDAY

BANQUET SPECIAL

ONLY £9.95

THALI NIGHT - ONLY £10.95
Tuesday Nights Only

Cash 4 Clothes

DROP OFF POINT

25 Whessoe Road
D’ton DL3 0QP
Open: 9.00-4.30 Mon-Friday
9.00-3.00pm Saturday

BUY NOW, PAY LATER - 0% apr AVAILABLE*
NEW - Many more clearance items in stock - NEW

Washing Machines from £179.99 with 2 year guarantee
Fridges from £109.99 with 2 years guarantee
Freezers from £119.99 with 2 years guarantee

Cookers from with 2 years guarantee
Fridge/Freezers from £169.99 with 2 years guarantee

WE EVEN DO BEDS & BEDROOM FURNITURE

BARGAIN BUYS
Sha� o Way, Newton Aycli� e DL5 5QN

Telephone: 01325 321678

BEKO FRIDGE FREEZERS FROM EURONICS

CCFH1675W
175cm tall, 60cm wide

60cm deep

Beko 8kg Sensor Dry 
Condensor

Easy Iron Function
Free removal of old
appliance when you
mention this advert

Beko 60cm Ceramic 
Double Oven Cooker

(also available in black)
Free install when you
mention this advert

Star Cabs
Tel: 300300

Reliable,
Professional & 

Friendly Service

Tel: 300300

The weather took hold this 
weekend and resulted in 
most of the Youthy’s games 
being postponed. Thankfully 
a couple of the fixtures 
survived and proved fruitful.
Stockton Town Blues 1 – 3 

Newton Aycliffe Youth 
U11’s Eagles 

Straight back to winning 
ways on Sunday after our 
first defeat of the season in 
our last outing. Playing on 
the 3G pitch on a nice sunny 
morning the lads looked up 
for it from the first whistle. It 
started off a very tight game 
as Stockton also looked up 
for it but the boys were in 
control. Some nice football 
down the right and a lovely 
cross in from Noah enabled 
Kye to finish it off with a 
well taken goal. It was a 
good end to end game and 
Stockton then hit the post 
from a corner that bounced 
around the box before 
being cleared. Kye then had 
another chance from outside 
the box but couldn’t get the 
power to trouble the keeper. 
He didn’t have to wait long 
to get his second with a calm 
finish past the keeper after 
the keeper had saved a shot 
from Ethan. This took us to 
0-2 up at half-time.
 The second-half started as 
the first had finished a good 
contest between two teams 
really going for it. It was 
quite frantic at times with 
both teams not giving each 
other time to settle on the 
ball but I thought our lads 
managed this really well. 
About 15 minutes in, a lovely 
through ball from Owen set 
Kye on his way who showed 
good determination and 
strength to hold off a defender 
and finish neatly past the 
keeper, a well-deserved 

Hat-trick. Don’t know if we 
just relaxed or Stockton got 
more determined but they 
quickly got one back which 
give them a real lift and they 
started to really push us. This 
saw Jack, Joe, Az and Harry 
really busy at the back but to 
be fair to them they handled 
everything that was thrown 
at them and we weathered 
the storm to see the game out 
to the final whistle.
Well done to the subs when 
you came on you slotted in 
very well.
A special mentioned to Kye 
who scored all the goals to 
get his hat-trick and also to 
Noah who managed to beat 
him to the Man of the Match 
award. 

Leven AFC whites 0 – 6 
Newton Aycliffe Youth 

U11’s Falcons
A solid performance by the 
boys on Sunday with some 
good link up play and solid 
in defence. It’s really good to 
see the team improving week 
after week now we are half 
way through our first season 
at 9 a-side. Some cracking 
goals today as well. Every 
single player played there 
part in the win. Our next 
game is going to be a real test 
for us against a very good 
Tibs side who currently sit 
below us in the league at 2nd 
place. Keep it up boys. Goals 
scored by Travis Dixon X1, 
Louis Parnaby X1, Ethan 
Tate X1 and Dylan Stewart 
X3. Man of the match went 
to Dylan Stewart.
If you are interested in 
playing football and being 
part of our club, please visit 
our website where there are 
lots of information and also 
links to league tables for 
competitive football age 
groups www.nayfc.com

Youthy Football Round Up Aycliffe on a Losing Streak
The First XV hosted 
Sunderland, in what was seen 
by many as a must-win to stop 
the decline Aycliffe had found 
themselves on of late. 
The game started well, 
with both teams vying for 
possession, the first points of 
the game came when Aycliffe 
strayed offside in the backline 
five minutes in, giving 
Sunderland the chance to kick 
for posts. The restart was well 
contested and Aycliffe fought 
hard in the midfield, before 
finding themselves pinned 
back in their own twenty two, 
and following a knock on from 
the home side, Sunderland’s 
blindside winger crossed 
following a strong scrummage. 
Aycliffe responded swiftly, 
with a phase of play finishing 
with Chris Richards setting 
up James Thacker who 
cut through, converted by 
Gascoigne to take the home 
side within a point. The home 
side reapplied the pressure 
from kick off, with good carries 
coming from the pack adding 
up to force the error from 
Sunderland, which Gascoigne 
safely converted into three 
points, taking Aycliffe into the 
lead. Sunderland were next 
to strike, with a try coming 
from poor man-marking in 

the midfield, which left  a gap 
which was exploited by the 
visitors backline, who crossed 
to take back the lead.
Half Time: Newton Aycliffe 
First XV 10 – 13 Sunderland 
RFC
Aycliffe returned to the field 
with no changes, and looked set 
to break the habit of conceding 
a try directly after half time, 
and began an excellent attack, 
with forwards and backs 
working tight to the ruck to 
gain hard yards. However, a 
turnover by Sunderland was 
kicked downfield, and allowed 
their rapid winger to race past 
the entire Aycliffe team, and 
the try was scored despite a 
valiant chase by Alfie Wilson 
and Andrew Littlefair, the 
kicker missed the conversion, 
leaving Aycliffe eight points 
behind.

Aycliffe knew they had to score 
next or the game would get 
away from them. Replacement 
scrum half Richie Brown drew 
the defence before releasing 
Jon McGuigan who forced his 
way to the line and crashed 
over, taking the scores to 
within three, the conversion 
just missed from out wide. 
It was the visitors who would 
have the final say however, and 
following a period of sustained 
pressure, and a man down for 
a cynical pulling down of a 
maul, the Aycliffe defence 
could hold no longer, and 
Sunderland crossed, taking 
them eight points to the good 
with just minutes left to play. 
Aycliffe fought their way down 
field, but were unable to cross.
Full Time: Newton Aycliffe 
First XV 15 – 23 Sunderland 
RFC

Aycliffe Running Club 
members braved the elements  
to compete in the second of the 
Stockton Winter Trail series 
of 5k races which was held 
at Cowpen Bewley. This was 
the Gavin Duffy memorial 
race which was as always well 
supported with almost 300 
runners attending. As expected 
conditions were muddy under 
foot, but not as bad as previous 
years.
First home for the club by a long 
way was John Surtees finishing 
in 4th position in a brilliant 
19:18. Not too far behind was 
Tracey, 64th in 23:23, followed 
by Dave Blewitt, 72nd in 23:52 
and Michelle Zamir, 80th  in 
24:16. Next to finish was Alan 
Wilks, 94th in 24:47 and 1st in 
his category of males over 65, 
followed by Susan Clark, 241st 
in 35:08 and Eve Doe, 255th  
in 37:48. Finally, Ray Todd 
finished 269th in 41:05.

18 Aycliffe runners turned out 
for the annual Ravenstondale 
10K on Saturday 25 November, 
which has become a firm 
favourite in the club’s racing 
calender. The hilly course 
loops around country roads 
with beautiful scenery.
First home for the club and 
3rd overall was Joe Restell 
in 37:08. He was followed 
by Martyn Knox in 42:44, 
Richard Holland in 43:54, 
Susan Cranswick in 43:57, 
David Blewitt in 45:13, Rob 
Nicholson in 48:30, Austin 
Donoghue in 50:11, Trish Kay 
in 51:24. 
Next came Nick Gilling in 
51:33, Andrew Lumley in 
51:44, Warren Raine in 51:57, 
Alan Kellett in 54:36, Gary 
Minns in 55:22, Anne Kellett 
in 55:58, Bev Phillippo in 
59:53, Lindsey Brown in 59:59, 
Ian Baronowski in 01:00:36 
and Eve Doe in 01:09:02

Galas in November & 
December saw Sedgefield 75 
triumph again in the medal 
stakes as well as swimmers 
smashing personal bests in 
most of their races.
November at Wear Valley 
saw the team of 12 swim 
for the first time since the 
summer break.  A total of 
16 medals were won with 
Niall Coulthard & Leah 
Smith medalling in every 
race. Niall also swum his 
way to 3rd in the UK for his 
age at 400 free - an amazing 
achievement!
Last weekend another team 
of 12 again competed. This 

time in a gala hosted by 
Northallerton Swimming 
Club at Eston. 18 gold, 16 
silver and 6 bronze places 
were won, the most medals 
we have won in a long 
time and there were 28 
personal best times which 
is an amazing achievement 
considering some of these 
times were pb’s from Wear 
Valley last month.
The club AGM will be held 
on Thursday 14th December 
at the Pioneering Care 
Centre in Aycliffe at 7.30 all 
welcome to attend and help 
make the club an even greater 
success in the year to come.

Plenty of Gala Medals

COUNTY 
QUALIFIERS
Following on from an impressive 
victory at the start of the month, 
Vane Road’s hardworking 
Sports hall Athletics team 
bagged gold medals and a trip to 
the county finals after their win 
at Sunnydale Leisure Centre.  
The energetic group of 25 
excelled in throwing, jumping 
and running events to seal an 
excellent victory.  They will 
now move onto the county finals 
in March.


