
     Telephone: 01325 789589
OPENING TIMES: 8.30am-5.30pm Monday-Friday

8.30am-1.00pm Saturday
SPECIALISTS IN NEW TYRES

Servicing, MoT’s, Exhausts, Batteries, Brakes, Clutches,
Suspensions, Welding, Timing Belts and Diagnostics

ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN
No Job Too Big or Small, Give our Friendly Team a Call

Unit E460F Woodham Road, Aycliffe Business Park
Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 6HT

01325 789589  -  Email: ayc-auto@hotmail.com

Contact: Bryan A Shepherd & John Whitehouse

‘The truly independent family 
company caring for your needs’

f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e

T: 01325 318600 (24hr)
Surtees House  Hilton Road  Newton Aycliffe  DL5 6EN

LOW PRICES ON NEW
• Doors • Windows • Conservatories •
• Porches • Guttering • Facias •
• Soffits • Brickwork • Door Canopies •

We also complete all aspects of
repair work on:  • Misted Units •
• Broken Locks • Leaks •

For a sensible, no obligation quotation
07816 675935 anytime or 304286 after 6pm

THE WINDOW GUYTHE WINDOW GUY
DOOR
SALE

NOW ON

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you though those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

Cobblers Hall Village Centre
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

Tel: (01325) 319519

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

Bengal Lounge

THALI NIGHT
TUESDAY NIGHTS ONLY
ONLY £10.95

DINE IN

FeastLand
MEALS ON WHEELS

8 Bury Road
01325 300203

SUNDAY
LUNCH

£5.50 Delivered
11am to 1pm
Prebook your Sunday Lunch

Call Ian or Lesley on

01325 300203
www.FeastLand.co.uk

FREE Measure and Fitting
“buy direct from the factory and save ££££s”

SPECIAL!!! Call before noon, Monday to 
Friday for same day appointment
Next Day Fitting of Vertical Blinds

Phone Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive,

Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AU
www.siestablinds.com

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Newton Press, Blue Bridge Centre, St. Cuthbert’s Way, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6DS   •   Tel: (01325) 300212
Editor: syd@newtonnews.co.uk    -    Advertising: paul@newtonnews.co.uk

Incorporating “The Newtonian” - Aycliffe & District Community Newspaper
www.newtonnews.co.uk  -  ‘Number 1 Website For Local News’

First Published in 1948 and still FREE

 
Week Ending 2nd June 2017

Scooters from £295

Adjustable Beds from £595
• Wheelchairs, Bath Lifts and Stair Lifts
• No Obligation, FREE Home Demonstration
• Service and Repair service (at your home)

Lift Recline Chairs from £495

M.V. MOBILITY
MOBILE SHOWROOM

Part exchange welcome, written details on request, accept all major credit cards

Call Michael on
01325 931032

or 0191 484 6172
Established 2003

Bedroom
Image

Sliding Wardrobes
Manufactured in our Newton Aycliffe Factory

www.bedrooomimage.co.uk
Visit our new studio at:

24 Cockerton Green, Darlington DL3 9EU

Telephone (01325) 464100
or

Middlesbrough and Washington
Telephone 0191 417 9174

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

Fault Finding / Repairs Qualifi ed Electrician
Extra Lights and Sockets Reliable Service
New Fuse Boards / Alarms Tidy Work
Rewires   Free Quote
Landlord Inspections  Satisfaction Guaranteed

HAIR   •   BEAUTY   •   TANNING   •   TONING

5 Cobblers Hall - Tel: 308860 (Free Car Parking)
9 Main Street, Ferryhill - Tel: 01740 652006

The Worx Hair               theworxhairbeautytanning                The Worx HairBeauty
Beauty Tanning

Russian 3D Semi Permanent Lashes £35
Last the full growth cycle of your lash
Infills required every 2-3 weeks £18

Book with our lash specialist Keeley
Aycliffe 01325 308860 - Ferryhill 01740 652006

171 Northgate, Darlington DL1 1UB
01325 286032

Laminate and Wooden Flooring
Timber Doors and Rugs

www.thewoodfl oor.co.uk

KITCHEN DESIGN
brought to you by

Belgravia
H&F

Barton Street, Albert Hill, Darlington DL1 2LP
(Next to Darlington Timber Supply)
Telephone: 01325 362879

Visit our New Showroom for professional
help and advice for your new kitchen

• Manufactured Locally
• Designed & Installed
• Professional installers
• Home Design Service
• Modern & Traditi onal

Aycliffe-based South West 
Durham Training (SWDT), 
celebrating its 50th year 
in 2017, is now delivering 
bespoke apprenticeship 
pack-ages to accommodate 
the needs of business 
employers including 
Hitachi Rail Europe, 
Circor Energy, Ebac and 
Husqvarna.
SWDT says changes to the 
way apprenticeships are 
funded have created new 
opportunities to deliver a 
range of different modules, 
as opposed to the  inflexible 
framework previously on 
offer.
Chief executive Lee Childs, 
an engineer from Shildon 
who served his time with 
SWDT 17 years ago, said: 
“As part of the changes to 
apprenticeships and the 
levy, there is now more 
funding available. We’ve 
already discovered how 
we can adapt and make 
our apprenticeships more 
bespoke, but it also means 
we can build in extra training 
needed by employers. 
“There are gaps in 
apprenticeships that we’ve 
recognised, such as quality 
engineering. which are very 
difficult to recruit without 
paying over the odds. We 
are also training apprentices 
in engineering with modules 
in purchasing, procurement, 
quality assurance and 
business improvement 
techniques.
SWDT is working closely 
with Hitachi Rail, which is 
building the next generation 
of trains. Callum Worrall 
and Ben Butler, both 21 from 
Darlington, have been with 
Hitachi since September 
2015 while studying quality 
engineering technical 
support with SWDT.

SWDT Apprentice Package 
Produces the Right Skills

Ben said: “While working 
with Hitachi we do quality 
inspection, so as parts come 
in we check and inspect them 
against standards and either 
pass or fail them accordingly. 
“I’m really enjoying it and it’s 
exciting to be part of a new 
company in a new factory.”
Callum added: “When we 
started with the company 
I think there were about 
150 people working there, 
now there’s more than 900 
with more to come. The 
production has really ramped 
up and its really busy.”
SWDT, a subsidiary of 
Bishop Auckland College 
employs 27 staff. It works 
with 3M, Cummins, Nifco, 
GSK, Mech Tool Engineering 
among others, and has more 
than 300 learners on its 

books.
Find out more about SWDT 
at www.swdt.co.uk or call 
01325 313194.

Hitachi apprentices Callum Worrall and Ben Butler under 
tuition from SWDT’s higher education and BTEC co-ordinator 

Brian Corker.
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THE TURBINIA
* Saturday Night Live *

The Very Best of Rock  -  NO Cover Charge (unless stated)

Saturday 3rd June - “Uncle Gilbert”
RIFFS ONLINE REVIEW: “An excellent night with some classic rock covers done by mainstay of our 
rock fraternity. Both Bill and Gary gave the thumbs up to the performance, as did all the other punters 
in the venue tonight. For a band to stay together for that long, you just know they are doing something 
right. This band have just earned themselves a promotion into the premiere league”
Covering tracks by: Bad Company, Billy Idol, Bon Jovi, Cult, Deep Purple, Gary Moore, Hendrix, 
Satriani, Pink Floyd, Rory Gallagher, Santana, U.F.O., ZZ Top and many more.

Saturday 10th June - “This Machine”
For more information on bands go to

www.turbiniapub.co.uk or 313034
Free Function Room - Free Disco/Karaoke

FOOD SERVED ALL DAY
Locally sourced fresh food and a good range of cask ales

Lunch and Teati me Menu
Monday to Thursday 12-6.00pm  |  Friday & Saturday 12-5.00pm

OAP Menu Monday to Saturday 12-3.00pm

George & Dragon
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday

4.00pm to 6.00pm
2-4-1 Meals on Specials Menu

(cheapest meal FREE)

SPECIALS MENU MONDAY NIGHT
Two dine for £20.00

TUESDAY - TWO DINE FOR £25.00
Choose from our “Specials” menu

WEDNESDAY - PIE NIGHT
6.00pm-9.00pm - choice of 4 homemade pies 

served with mushy peas, chips and salad

THURSDAY - GRILL NIGHT
6.00pm-9.00pm - mix and match any 2 meals from the

grill menu and receive a free bott le of house wine
All our steaks are 10oz or over!

Check out our “Steak of the Week Off er” on Facebook

SUNDAY LUNCH
12noon-6.00pm - Bookings advisable

LIVE MUSIC TWICE A MONTH
Call to see when our next Music Event is on

George & Dragon
4 East Green, Heighington - Tel: 01325 313152

www.georgeanddragonheighingtonvillage.co.uk

the
Inn and Dining

Bay Horse

West Green, Heighington - 01325 312312
www.bayhorseheighington.co.uk

Our Famous Steak Offer
Select your steak cut from our butchers
counter, then watch it being cooked to
your liking on our in house monitors

Blue Plate Menu
Monday-Friday 12-6pm  |  Saturday 12-3pm

Monday
2 FOR 1

on our boards menu 
served 

5pm-9pm

Wednesday
2 x 8oz Steaks
PLUS a bottle
House Wine

£30.00

SUNDAY LUNCH
Served from 12noon to 5.00pm

1 course from £7.25
2 courses £10
3 courses £12

Dog owners are being advised 
of new rules that will come 
into force in County Durham 
at the beginning of next 
month.
Durham County Council is 
introducing a Public Space 
Protection Order (PSPO) 
to encourage responsible 
ownership and tackle 
issues such as dog fouling 
and strays. People can find 
out more about the new 
rules through the council’s 
#FollowOurLead, campaign.
The order, which will replace 
the existing Dog Control 
Order introduced in 2009, 
means that from Thursday, 
1st June, it will be an offence 
to:
• Fail to pick up dog mess
• Allow a dog to stray
• Fail to put a dog on a lead 
when directed to do so by an 
authorised officer
• Allow a dog into any 
fenced-off play area named 
in the PSPO
Anyone seen flouting the new 
rules will be issued with a 
£100 Fixed Penalty Notice 
(FPN), reduced to £60 if 
paid within 10 working days. 
Failing to pay the FPN will 
result in court action and a 
possible fine of up to £1,000.
The order will not apply to 
anyone who is registered 
blind, is disabled or who uses 
a trained assistance dog.
In order to help owners abide 
by the new rules, a designated 
dog exercise area is available 
at Hardwick Park, Sedgefield, 
for owners who wish to use 
it. Similar areas will also be 
available soon at Chester-
le-Street Riverside Park and 
Waldridge Fell Country Park.
The introduction of the PSPO 
follows a public consultation 
at the end of last year, when 
more than 80 per cent of those 
who took part said they were 
in favour of the move.
Ian Hoult, Durham County 
Council’s neighbourhood 
protection manager, said: 
“While the majority of dog 
owners are responsible, there 
are still those whose actions 
impact upon our communities 
– whether it’s failing to clear 
up after their dog or being 
unable to control it when off 
a lead.
“The new order will enable 

us to crack down on these 
problems, making our 
communities safer, cleaner 
and more welcoming for 
everyone.
“In order to spread the 
message about the new rules 
and encourage everyone 
to abide by them, we’re 
asking people with dogs 
to #FollowOurLead and 
help inspire others to be 
responsible owners.”
The order is also being 
supported by a number of 
town and parish councils, 
who have requested that play 

areas they are responsible for 
are included in the PSPO.
The council’s Civic Pride 
team will be attending 
monthly health check events 
organised by the Dogs Trust 
to offer advice on the PSPO. 
The drop-in events are free to 
attend.
For more information on the 
PSPO, including Frequently 
Asked Questions, a list of 
fenced off play areas included 
in the PSPO and details of 
free Dogs Trust health check 
event, visit www.durham.gov.
uk/dogcontrol

(l-r) Kendra Milne, Durham County Council neighbourhood 
warden; Ian Hoult, the council’s neighbourhood protection 
manager; and Denise Kelly, North of England campaigns 

manager for the Dogs Trust.

New Rules for Dog Owners
Dear Sir,
Is an election merely a job 
interview, involving status, 
conditions, and salary? Phil 
Wilson’s multitude of public 
communications betrays a total 
lack of loyalty. Perhaps this 
evinces the flailing arms of a 
drowning man.
When he single-handedly 
brought a thousand jobs to 
Aycliffe with Hitachi, how 
many and at what level were the 
jobs for local people? Wilson 
bins Corbyn and spurns May. 
Perhaps as one of the Famous 
Five, he intends to join the 
splinter group of about 100 
M.P.’s considering forming a 
new Party under the leadership 
of a quasi war criminal.
Mr Wilson, in his first recent 
communication, headed it 
Phil Wilson, M.P., perhaps 
remembering his glory days 
when he was a P.P.S., and stated 
his loyalty was solely to the 
Labour Party, whether or not it 

Is Loyalty Important?
conflicted with loyalty or wishes 
of his constituents.  A P.P.S., 
rather like the Lambton Worm 
must “crawl around to pick up 
bits of news”  in Parliament 
bars, rather than do constituency 
work here.
He denigrates Dehennea 
Davison the Tory Candidate, as 
a student, one whose continued 
education he claims to support, 
learns. A person who does not 
learn, lifelong, is a stone! He 
criticises her youth. Inevitably 
we all age and the lively 
enthusiasm of youth deteriorates  
into bitterness of ageing until it 
arrives at the wisdom of old age.
If a young person is willing to 
listen to all advice offered, then 
evaluate and act upon it, she or 
he, should learn to adjudicate  
between conflicting opinions.
We hope that, for once, when 
June begins May is not over. Her 
strong leadership must steer to a 
successful Brexit. 
C & M Carter

Dear Sir,
I saw all the Labour Party 
supporter letters in Newton 
News, all carrying pre-
Brexit fear. There is no need 
to behave so rudely after 
losing that vote and you will 
probably lose this one too! 
Introducing fear is associated 
with BNP and I know that 
from my own experience.
Phil Wilson says he does 
not support Corbyn and he 
seems not to support young 
people starting to make their 
way in life, and that doesn’t 
help Labour gain young 
voters.

He said the 23 year old 
Conservative candidate is 
only here to support Theresa 
May - of course she is and he 
should be doing the same for 
his leader.
He said: “The battle for No. 
10 is in other constituencies 
where Labour did not have 
an MP going into this 
election and what your vote 
will decide here in Aycliffe 
is who will be your MP”.
In my opinion that is absolute 
rubbish and he insults our 
intelligence.
Your Conservative vote is 
most important and will go 
a long way in the battle for 
No. 10, helping to give us a 
government we desperately 
need, plus a bright, young 
and well educated new MP 
on 8th June.
Honest John.

BATTLE FOR No. 10

Residents of Great Aycliffe 
Parish are urged to vote in the 
Great Aycliffe Neighbourhood 
Plan public referendum, which 
takes place on Thursday 22nd 
June.
Residents of the parish 
will have the opportunity 
to vote to accept or reject 
the Plan, and the planning 
policies it contains.  These 
are local policies, which 
form a statutory document 
which will govern any future 
development of the town and 
parish.
At the request of residents, 
following a prolonged series 
of consultation exercises, 
policies have been included 
which aim to protect the green 
and open environment of Great 
Aycliffe, both in the older 
parts of town and in any new 
development.  The provision 

Referendum on Aycliffe 
Neighbourhood Plan

of housing suitable for older 
people is also stressed, as is 
an improvement in parking 
congestion.  Other policies are 
included relating to landscape, 
heritage, retail provision and 
energy standards.
The Plan is available to view 
on Great Aycliffe Town 
Council’s website 
ht tp://www.great-ayclif fe.
gov.uk/info/neighbourhood-
plan-4/ or at http://www.
durham.gov.uk/article/3285/
N e i g h b o u r h o o d - P l a n -
submissions
Paper copies are available 
to view at Newton Aycliffe 
Library, the Youth and 
Community Centre, 
Woodham Community 
Centre, Pioneering Care 
Centre, Xcel Centre and 
Great Aycliffe Town Council 
Offices.  



HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?
We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.

Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£49.00 inc VAT (per will) and Free Home Visit

During the day or evening
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE

PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

 Members of the Society of Will Writers
 F.Inst.PA (Qualifi ed Paralegal)
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CHIROPODIST
& PODIATRIST

Lorraine Tostevin BSc (Hons), MChS

01325 529000 or 07585 935714
Peaseway Clinic, 2 Pease Way Newton Aycliffe

2 Pease Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co Durham  DL5 5NH

www.peaseway.com    Tel: 01325 320 216    Fax: 01325 304 396   

Limited spaces, please 
call 01325 320 216 
to book your place

Please use the entrance off Stephenson Way.

Come along, bring a friend and 
discover the SKIN, LASER and 

BEAUTY TREATMENTS on offer.

The live demonstrations will include our
NEW TATTOO REMOVAL LASER. 

Enjoy refreshments, enter our free prize
draw and don’t miss the special

discount available only on the night.

Visit www.peaseway.com for full details.

Open Evening
Tuesday 21st February
Doors open at 6.30pm

Stockists 
of Tigi 

Products

Newton Aycliffe Leisure Centre
OPENING HOURS:

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 9am - 5pm
Thursday 10am - 7pm, Friday 9am - 6pm

Saturday 8.30am - 4pm
Appointments not always necessary

Walk in Barber Service

01325 313000

4 Neville Parade, Newton Aycliffe - www.propertyexchangeuk.com

Telephone 01325 778775

www.propertyexchangeuk.com
we think differently - 01325 778775

Your very own
NEWTON AYCLIFFE
Estate Agent

NEGATIVE EQUITY?
We can still sell your house for

“Full Mortgage Owed”
Even if the house is worth less!

Ring now to see how . . .

 If we can’t sell your house in 12 weeks,
     We’ll do it for
   That’s our promise!

PROPERTY
EXCHANGE

MANCINI’S
PRICE CRUNCH

Two Large Chicken Parma - £14
Two Small Chicken Parma - £9

Two 10” Pizzas - £9.00
Two 12” Pizzas - £12.00
Two 16” Pizzas - £15.00

Two Donner Kebabs - £8.00
Two Chicken Kebabs - £11.00
Two House Specials - £14.00

7 St. Elizabeths Close
Woodham Village

01325 320000 or 300900
Open from 5.00pm to 11.00pm

Our own prepayment plans available  

59A Bondgate / Darlington / DL3 7JR 

A family firm, est. 1891 

01325 465 647 
24 hours, day and night 

Councillors’
Surgeries

Shafto, Central 
and Neville Ward

Councillors Sarah Iveson 
and Jim Atkinson will be 
in attendance at St. Mary’s 
Meeting Room, Burn Lane 
on Saturday 10th June from 
11am - 12 noon.

We inadvertently missed 
mentioning Amy Richardson, 
(left) whose photo was in last 
week’s paper receiving a £20 
second prize from Northern 
Grid, for her poster design in 
an electrical safety competition 
at Sugar Hill School.

Safety Poster
Prizewinners

Dear Sir,
We received three flashy 
Tory leaflets, but they’re full 
of false information.
• Ms Davison pretends she 
likes football and video-
gaming, but an internet 
search shows she likes 
lacrosse and trampolining.
• Her job “in the technology 
retail industry” turns out she 
is a sales assistant in a video 
games store.  
• She brags about “staying in 
the constituency since being 
selected”, but that was on 
27 April (she has been here 
barely a month).  She lives in 
Hull and her campaign office 
is in Darlington.  
• Tory ministers drop by 
to pretend they know her.  
She pretends she knows 
Newton Aycliffe.  And they 
all pretend they give a damn 
about us.
• She says her priorities 
are housing and the armed 
forces – when the Tories have 
caused a crisis in the first and 
cuts to the second.  
• She promises a DLI 
Museum knowing it is 
impossible under a Tory 
government which has 
closed museums, libraries 
and leisure centres all over 
the country.
• She promises to build the 

MORE FALSE INFORMATION
local economy with Teesside 
Mayor Ben Houchen – has she 
realised that County Durham 
is in the North East Local 
Enterprise Partnership, not 

the Tees Valley LEP.
Don’t be fooled by Ms 
Davison’s exaggerations.  
Vote Labour on 8th June.
“Aycliffe Reply”

Newtonian Laura Anderson 
who sustained serious injury 
at the Manchester Arena 
Concert attended the Two 
Minute Silence in the Town 
Centre for those who lost 
their lives. Along with others, 
including Mayor Wendy 
Hillary she signed the Book of 
Condolence which is available 
in the Library from Monday 
to Saturday, before being 
delivered to Manchester.
Laura told Newton News;” 
I’m very glad to be able to 
say that I came home from 
hospital, after my operation, 
on Wednesday night and I have 
been recovering and resting 
since. 
The wounds are healing well, 
and my stitches will be taken 
out in another week or so and 
then I should be able to walk 
without crutches. I have been 
very lucky in terms of injuries 
and how well I was treated. 
My spirits were lifted on 
Saturday when I was able to 
drive back down to Manchester 
Children’s Hospital to make a 
surprise visit to my best friend 
Millie who was also injured, 
but is recovering well and will 
be home soon. 
She and I - and our families are 
so grateful for all the love and 
support we’ve received over 

Bomb Victim Expresses 
Grief & Gratitude

this past week, and it has really 
helped in such difficult times 
like this”.

Laura and her father meet Phil Wilson

The monthly Coffee Morning
at St. Clare’s Court, Central 
Avenue, is on Wednesday 14th 
June at 10.30am. Everyone is 
welcome to join us and enjoy 
a selection of refreshments, 
cakes and biscuits. For further 
information please contact 
Denise or Jay on: 01235 315 671

Coffee Morning

A Newton Aycliffe care home 
is opening its doors to the 
community on 16th June to 
celebrate the National Care 
Home Open Day event. 
The idea is to encourage local 
people to visit care homes in 
their community and work 
together to develop better 
relationships.  
This important connection 
is something that St. Clare’s 
Court, on Central Avenue, 
has nurtured since opening 
in October and the home is 
already acting as a community 
hub, including Coffee 
Mornings and Dementia Cafes.  
As part of the Care Home 
Open Day, St. Clare’s Court 
is hosting an afternoon 
of fun, entertainment 
and refreshments for the 
community. 

NEW CARE HOME 
HOLDS OPEN DAY

Jason Parkinson, Manager 
at the home, said: “This is a 
great way to show the excellent 
services on offer and the 
fantastic work that goes on at 
St. Clare’s Court.  The team 
at St. Clare’s Court are really 
looking forward to meeting 
you and building on our 
community relationship”.
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www.waterbabies.co.ukLet’s teach your baby to swim!

To give your baby a splashing start call

classes held...

Weekly
Local

Classes

Fun and skills that could
    save your child’s life
Fun and skills that could
    save your child’s life

We feel incredibly proud that we’ve 
helped save a number of very young 
children’s lives after they’ve fallen into 
water and survived – thanks to the skills 
they learned with us.

Our world-class teachers could have 
trained as private pilots – five times over – 
in the time it takes to fully qualify with us. 
You can trust us to take the very best care 
of you and your little one.

01325 728 728

 Durham, Darlington, 
Brandon, 

Northallerton, 
Bishop Auckland, 
Shotton, Newton 

Aycliffe and  
Spennymoor.

We’re hiring
We are recruiting for a number of Residential Child 
Carers & Family Support Activity Assistants

•	 Full time and part time permanent positions available. 
•	 To join our Children’s Service divisions in Newton Aycliffe, Durham 

and Darlington area (base in Newton Aycliffe).
•	 Starting salary of £15,341 per annum with yearly incremental 

rises up to £16,376 (over four years)* pro rata. 
•	 A generous 36 days annual leave per year (pro rata). 
•	 Excellent induction and training programme.

See our website for more information and to apply today!
www.ne-as.org.uk/jobs
*Terms & Conditions Apply. Closing date for applications: Sunday 28th May 2017

Registered Charity 
No. 1028260

On 12th May members of 
Positive Horizons, an activity 
group whose members 
support each other to improve 
their mental wellbeing, are 
undertaking an exciting new 
venture. They are joining with 
the ‘Buddies Befriending’ 
group based in the Pioneering 
Care Centre, Newton Aycliffe, 
by inviting them to a meal and 
entertainment provided by 
some of their members. 
Positive Horizons is an open 
group for all adults that meets 
every Saturday in Dean Bank 
Institute, Ferryhill and for the 
last 11 years has organised 
activities and mutual 
support for its members, all 
of whom are interested in 
improving their mental health 
and making new friends. 
Activities include, courses, 
trips, holidays, parties, sport, 
fishing, gardening etc. 
It has no paid workers but 
it is run by a committee 
of members, assisted by 
volunteers registered and 
supported by Stonham (part 
of Home Group). They receive 
no statutory funding but raise 
money themselves by their own 
contributions and fund-raising 
with occasional small grants 
through the County Durham 
Community Foundation and 
last year from Ferryhill Town 
Council. 
The group, ‘Buddies 
Befriending’ is a newer group, 
based at the Pioneering Care 
Centre, Newton Aycliffe, 
funded locally by GAMP 
(Great Aycliffe and Middridge 
Partnership) and overseen 
by Sheila Pinkney. It aims to 
combat isolation and loneliness 
in older people and offers 
flexible, short term support. 

This can include help with 
shopping, attending social 
activities or simply taking the 
time to listen over a cup of tea. 
It also organises regular coach 
outings. Over 200 people have 
benefitted from the project in 
the last 2 years. 
After a presentation to the 
Positive Horizon group some 
members decided it would be a 
great idea for them to provide 
the venue and a meal for the 
Buddies Befriending Group 
at cost price, which would not 
only bring the groups together, 
but would give a chance for the 
Positive Horizons members to 
practice the lessons learnt in 
their recent ‘Food Hygiene’ 
and ‘Healthy Eating’ Courses. 

In addition they have arranged 
to entertain them with fun 
chair exercises to old-time 
music before the meal and a 
short poetry reading after the 
meal provided by two of the 
members. 
Positive Horizons is 
very excited by this new 
development and both groups 
hope it will lead to more joint 
activities in the future. 
Contacts: 
Positive Horizons - Carolyn 
Stephenson 07732 780 386 
(volunteer) 
saturdaypositivehorizons@
gmail. com 
Buddies Befriending - Sheila 
Pinkney 01325 329 933 
sheila.pinkney@pcp.uk.net

Aycliffe & Ferryhill Community 
Groups Working Together

Sitting down for Lunch at Ferryhill Institute with the 
Mayor and Phil Wilson

Positive Horizons Volunteers

Heighington School have 
raised money for ‘Shelter’ 
by wearing their slippers to 
School
Henry Swinburne was inspired 
to raise money for Shelter 
after joining in an event in 
Redworth Village Hall to raise 
money to help the homeless at 
Christmas.
He came up with the idea of 
“Wear your Slippers to School 
Day”, where the pupils paid 
a £1 donation to wear their 
slippers for the day. There 
was a trophy for the pupil who 
wore the most outrageous pair. 
Henry nominated a child from 
each class with great slippers 
and then a name was pulled out 
of the hat.  The lucky winner 
was Chloe Harding who was 
presented with a trophy by 
Henry.
It was a great success; £180.15 
was raised and everyone had 

a good day. A big well done 
to Henry for coming up with 
the idea and standing up in 
assembly to tell the school 
about it.
Miss Spence the Head of 
School said “I thought that 
Henry handled the whole event 
exceptionally well and he is a 
real credit to our school.”  

Student Organises 
Fundraiser for Homeless

Chloe receives trophy from Henry

Three Aycliffe business 
leaders have publicly backed 
Phil Wilson’s campaign to be 
re-elected as the town’s M.P. 
Phil, Labour’s Sedgefield MP 
for 10 years, is up against 
four other people to keep his 
seat, including Tory candidate 
Dehenna Davison, a 23-year-
old student from Hull.
Three leading personalities 
from Aycliffe Business Park 
have shown their support for 
the Labour candidate, who’s 
been MP since the 2007 By-
election following Tony Blair’s 

resignation.
Those supporting Wilson 
include Kerina Clark, 
managing director of the 
Xcel Centre and chairperson 
of Aycliffe Business Park 
Community; David Osbourne, 
managing director of shower 
manufacturer Roman; and 
John Finley, managing director 
of family-run steel firm Finley 
Structures.
Kerina Clark said: “Although 
I am not a Labour Party 
supporter, I am a big Phil 
Wilson supporter.  He works tirelessly for this constituency 

and his efforts to encourage 
growth and investment in the 
business park are making a 
real difference to the area. 
I am pleased to be able to 
support Phil’s general election 
campaign.”
David Osbourne said: “We at 
Roman have worked closely 
with Phil Wilson since he 
became MP for Sedgefield 
in 2007. We are based in 
Newton Aycliffe, but operate 
internationally, and Phil has 
taken a great personal interest 
in our business and he has 
helped us many times. He has 
helped us with lobbying for 
our industry in Parliament on 
a number of occasions – and 
has been very quick to give us 
advice whenever required. 
 “Phil is a very hard-working 
MP for his constituency and 
has given up significant time to 
understand the needs of some 
of the key businesses within 
the area.”
John Finley added: “Phil 
has been one of the biggest 
ambassadors for Aycliffe 
Business Park over the years, 
and has helped to create 
jobs and prosperity for his 
constituency.
“While I don’t support the 

AYCLIFFE BUSINESS LEADERS 
BACK PHIL WILSON AS M.P.

       John Finley           Kerina Clark           David Osbourne

views of the Labour Party 
Leader, I do think Phil 
Wilson is the outstanding 
local candidate for Sedgefield. 
He’s lived and worked here 
for many years, he knows the 
people and he understands 
the important economic role 
Aycliffe Business Park plays.
“The job Phil did in helping to 
bring Hitachi Rail Europe to 
the region is something which 
cannot be underestimated. 
Local companies like 
Finley Structures benefited 
immediately from the 
investment – we helped to 
construct their new factory 
and we know many other local 
businesses have benefited in 
the supply chain. 
“We are proud to have played 
our part and we thank Phil for 
his determination and drive 
to make sure the Hitachi deal 
came to fruition.”
The four other candidates 
for the Sedgefield seat in this 
year’s general election include 
Dehenna Davison from the 
Conservatives, Aycliffe 
Village resident John Grant 
representing UKIP, Brafferton 
resident Melissa Wilson 
representing the Green Party 
and the Lib Dems’ Stephen 
Psallidas, from Newcastle.

We’re almost there.  The 
choice is yours. Our Labour 
Manifesto is full of hope for 
the many, not the few. Hope 
for the vulnerable, the elderly, 
the young, the students and the 
hard working people of our 
society.
We urge you to take the time, 
not only to vote Labour on 
the 8 June, but to join the 
Labour Party, get involved 
and gradually have the 
opportunity to influence the 
running of the local Branches 
and Constituency, and to select 
or even be the candidates to 
represent and be accountable 
to the party.
The Conservative alternative 
is a truly grim prospect where 
the rich get richer and the poor 
get poorer for the next FIVE 
YEARS.
Mary Dixon and Barbara Clare
Long-Standing Labour Party 
Members.

HOPE OR 
HARDSHIP?
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• 23 year old student
• Lives in Hull - 114.5miles away
• Has achieved nothing for
Newton Aycliffe

WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT  
THE TORY CANDIDATE

Cuts to the Police
Durham Police has already lost 
over 350 officers due to Tory cuts.

Cuts to school funding
The Tory cuts will strip Aycliffe 
schools of over £1million in 
funding, that’s over 30 teachers!

LOCAL MAN 
LOCAL VALUES

PHIL WILSON

Cuts to the NHS
The Tories planned cuts will see 
the closure of Darlington A&E and 
Maternity Services. 

Figures obtained from schoolcuts.org.uk 

“Although I am not a Labour Party 
supporter, I am a big Phil Wilson        
supporter. He works tirelessly for this 
consituency and his efforts to 
encourage growth and investment are 
making a real difference to the area. I 
am pleased to be able to support Phil’s 
General Election campaign.”

Kerina Clark
Business ManagerBusiness Manager

“We at Roman have worked closely 
with Phil Wilson since he became MP 
for Sedgefield in 2007. Phil has taken a 
great personal interest in our business 
and he has helped us many times. Phil 
has been very quick to give us advice 
whenever required. Phil is a very 
hardworking MP for his constituency 
and has given up significant time to 
understand the needs of some of the 
key businesses within the area.”

David Osborne 
Managing DirectorManaging Director

“I will be backing Phil all the way. I 
know how hard he works for the area. 
He backs local people and local busi-
nesses. Phil is a good constituency MP 
who is from the area.”

Billy Slater
W. Slater and Sons Butchers

LOCAL PEOPLE 
BACKING PHIL

Thursday 8 June

CONTINUING TO DELIVER JOBS

INVESTING IN OUR NHS

MAKING COMMUNITIES SAFE 

EDUCATION FOR ALL

STRONG NATIONAL DEFENCE

A VOTE FOR A TORY MP IS A VOTE FOR... 

X THE BEDROOM TAX   X CUTS TO LEGAL AID   X CUTS TO TAX CREDITS   X CUTS TO DISABLED PEOPLE

PHIL'S PROMISES 
TO YOU

PHIL LEADING THE CAMPAIGN TO BRING HITACHI TO AYCLIFFE:
"Locally it is right to particularly acknowledge the relentless 
����������� �� N����� A�������� �P P��� ������ ��� ��� 
played a blinder"  Northern Echo

PHIL'S ACHIEVEMENTS
• HITACHI
• SUPPORTING LOCAL VETERANS
• NETPARK
• JOBS & INVESTMENTS
• LISTENING TO LOCAL PEOPLE
• TOWN CENTRE DEVELOPMENT
• CONSTITUENCY SURGERIES
• TACKLING CRIME
• TACKLING ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
• VISITING 100's COMMUNITY GROUPS
• SUPPORTING LOCAL BUSINESS
• FIGHTING EDUCATION CUTS
• FIGHTING TO SAVE DARLINGTON A&E
• BETTER BROADBAND 

Printed by Newton Press at Blue Bridge Centre, St. 
Cuthberts Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 6DS. 
Promoted by Paul Trippett, on behalf of Phil Wilson, both 
at 19 Roseberry Road, Trimdon, Trimdon Station, County 
Durham, TS29 6JA

A VOTE FOR PHIL 
IS A VOTE FOR 
HERE, NOT HULL
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Aycliffe Self Storage Ltd.
Unit 25 Whinbank Road, Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AY

“Your Key, Your Container”

20’ Self Storage Containers
£19.00 per week

10’ Self Storage Containers
Now Available, £12 per week

House Contents  •  Small Businesses  •  Car Storage
24/7 CCTV and Guards Patrolling  •  Established 2008

Contact Allan on 07496 423440
email: sangsteralchris@aol.com

9 Greenwell Road, DL5 4DH

Gift cards available for all occasions
We do hot towel shave

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Monday-Saturday 9am to 6pm

Sunday 10am to 4pm

Sunday 11th June
2.00pm - 4.30pm

Our meeting this month will 
be on Thursday 8th June at 
6pm in the Phoenix Club 
(upstairs). Little Acorns will 
meet at 5.30pm. Everyone is 
welcome to come along to see 
what is happening in our area 
and what events are being 
organised. 
Local and County Councillors 
will hopefully (General 
Election permitting) be in 
attendance and are usually 
willing to answer any queries 
residents may have. A warm 
welcome, cup of tea/coffee and 
biscuits are always available.

ACORN Meet

The new events organiser, 
Jack Hall, from the Big Club 
in Newton Aycliffe is putting 
out an appeal for photographs 
of Northern Soul and 
memorabilia to go on a special 
display within the Club.
Newton Press will be working 
with Jack to design and produce 
the wall mural. Photographs 
and items of memorabilia will 
be returned to the donor after 
the project is complete.
All items must be copyright 
free as they will be on public 
display. Please send or bring 
your photos/items to Newton 
Press offices or email high 
resolution versions to paul@
newtonnews.co.uk

Northern 
Soul Appeal

Dear Sir,
When they were M.P.’s, both Phil Wilson (Sedgefield) and 
Jenny Chapman (Darlington) campaigned against Brexit and 
are standing for re-election in constituencies where the vote 
for Brexit was approximately 58%.  Also, both are standing as 
Labour candidates but are saying that a vote for them is not a vote 
for Corbyn’s Labour Party.  Be in no doubt, that should you vote 
for either of them, Corbyn will claim you voted for him!
Both these former Labour M.P.’s did not represent the views 
of their constituents during the Referendum and disagree with 
the majority of the current Labour Party Membership.  How 
can anyone vote for them if they do not itemise what parts of 
the Corbyn Labour Party’s Manifesto they don’t like? Further, 
Jenny Chapman was on the ‘wrong’ side of the argument over 
Darlington’s libraries while Phil Wilson was on the ‘wrong’ side 
of the argument re over-payment of County Durham Teaching 
Assistants.
It would have been more honest for them to stand as Independent 
Labour Candidates, which they will, in fact, quickly become  
should Corbyn becomes Prime Minister!  However, having both 
been on the ‘wrong’ side in local issues, it would appear that they 
both feel threatened by their poor local performances.
New Labour bought votes by introducing Working Tax Credits 
(planned to cost £3 Billion, - actual cost £31 Billion).  However, 
voters realised that employers were subsidising their low-paid 
work forces at the expense of the taxpayer, hence one of the 
reasons for the Brexit vote.
Corbyn’s Labour Party now intend to ‘buy’ votes by abolishing 
University Tuition Fees for new undergraduates (the FEW) 
as part of their ‘Progressive’ Manifesto, (Tuition Fees were 
originally introduced, and increased twice, by New Labour as 
a ‘Progressive policy”!)  No mention is made of the fact that the 
MANY current graduates are paying off their Tuition Fee Student 
loan on a monthly basis and that when the new undergraduates 
qualify their take-home pay will be more than than earlier 
graduates burdened with student debt.  I never supported student 
loans and Tuition Fees, however, having paid two sons through 
university, at great personal expense, I would consider it unfair 
if all current student debt is not also cancelled – More tax and 
spend from Labour!
Even more crass is Corbyn’s recent statements re-the abhorrent 
Manchester massacre. He holds Britain’s foreign policy to blame 
for the radicalisation of British born suicide bombers!  He forgets 
the fact that, prior to 9/11, we did not have a ‘war-on-terror policy!  
He also forgets that many Muslim communities have failed to 
integrate into British society and that the home-grown terrorists 
are the offspring of refugee Muslim parents allowed into Britain 
by liberally minded politicians who have put their ideology of a 
‘Multi-Cultural Society’ before our safety. 
Unfortunately, we now have a multi-national, multi-racial and 
multi-religious society which is unsafe for ALL of society.  It 
does not increase our safety to deny the current situation and to 
sing the praises of a ‘Multi-cultural Society’ which does not, in 
fact exist.
Further, under Corbyn the future Sovereignty of the Falkland 
Islands (and perhaps Gibraltar) is up for discussion!
UKIP is the only party in this General Election whose manifesto 
seeks to address the problem of non-integration and it pre-dated 
the Manchester massacre of innocents! UKIP is therefore the 
natural home for ex-Labour and ex-Conservative voters who 
voted Brexit.  The rump of Labour and Conservative voters who 
still want to support Remain can always vote Liberal Democrat!

Corbyn’s Labour Manifesto ignores the truth that it was a Labour 
Government that oversaw the banking crisis and that every 
Labour Government since the Second World War has left the 
British economy in a worst state than they inherited.
Regardless of how you vote, remember, a vote for any Labour 
candidate is a vote for Corbyn’s extreme left-wing Marxist 
Labour Party and a vote against Brexit. 
Alastair P.G. Welsh

MORE TAX & SPEND BY LABOUR

Staff and residents at Rose 
Lodge Care Home in Newton 
Aycliffe have been celebrating 
after it was announced that the 
home had been shortlisted as 
‘Home of the Year’ finalist in 
the 2017 Maria Mallaband and 
Countrywide care awards.
Rose Lodge, a residential 
care home for the elderly and 
people living with dementia, 
is acknowledged as one of the 
most desired care facilities 
in the Borough, with an 
impressive CQC inspection 
history and active involvement 
in the local community. 
The home received 
nominations from staff, 
residents, families, healthcare 
professionals and visitors 
for the ‘Home of the Year’ 
award category, an award for 
a care home that has provided 
exceptional service to deliver 
a homely and welcoming place 
for residents and relatives 
while demonstrating great 
team work and a commitment 
to the service as a whole, and 
was shortlisted as one of six 
finalists nationwide. 
Staff members, residents, 
families and visitors were 
encouraged to nominate staff 
members across fourteen 
award categories, intended to 
represent all areas across the 
business, from frontline staff 
such as the ‘Dignity in Care’ 
and ‘Most Innovative Activity 
Programme’ awards, through 
to ‘Behind the Scenes’ and 
‘Head Office Hero’ awards for 
those who provide exceptional 
support to their colleagues. 
Nicola Wheatley, Manager 
at Rose Lodge, said: “When 
I found out I couldn’t wait to 
tell the staff and residents. 
Each and every one of our 
staff members strives to be 
the best at what they do and 
together are a dedicated, 
friendly and committed team. 
Our home’s success really has 
been a whole-home effort, 
from the input and support of 
residents and their families to 
the commitment and passion 
of our whole staff team.”
Also named as award finalists 
from Rose Lodge was Head 
Chef David Nevison for the 
‘Masterchef’ award, Deputy 
Manager Leeann Burnside 
for the ‘End of Life Care’ 
Award and Housekeeper 
Margaret Magneron for the 
‘Housekeeping Highflyer’ 
award.
This year marks the third 
annual awards held by national 

care home operator Maria 
Mallaband Care Group and 
Countrywide Care Homes. 
The awards were created to 
acknowledge the efforts of 
staff at the group’s 73 care 
homes and the impact they 
have on the lives of residents 
and their families. 
Staff from Rose Lodge, 
along with other award 
finalists, are invited to a gala 
evening on 22nd June in 
Leeds for a drinks reception 
and dinner, followed by the 
awards presentation and 

entertainment. 
The Maria Mallaband Care 
Group (MMCG) and sister 
company Countrywide Care 
Homes are one of the country’s 
biggest independent providers 
of care for the elderly, along 
with luxurious close care 
apartments and retirement 
villas, gaining a reputation 
of innovation and excellence 
in these fields. The group was 
named by carehome.co.uk as 
one of the top 20 most highly 
recommended large care 
groups earlier this year.

Aycliffe’s Rose Lodge 
‘Home of the Year’ Finalist Star Radio is delighted to 

announce that after just 8 
weeks of trading with its 
new owners; View TV Group 
(VTG) it is expanding its 
coverage by adding the loyal 
Star output onto DAB.
Jamie Branson CEO of VTG 
said, “One of the prominent 
points our listeners and 
advertisers were asking was, 
‘when is Star was going to 
be joining DAB?’ It was one 
of the first objectives that 
we committed to doing and 
in typical VTG style we are 
doing it big. Not only are we 
launching Star Digital today, 
we are also launching 2 new 
additional DAB channels in 
July. We want to expand our 
offering to both advertisers 
and the listener alike and our 
chosen DAB multiplex has 
a great footprint and allows 
us to deliver our objectives 
quickly and efficiently”.
VTG today has also acquired 
a York Radio Station, Vale 
Radio and have committed 
to re-launching the station 
in new studios in the heart of 
York, renamed in line with the 
Star brand, with new music 
and a focus on specialist 
genre based programming, 
which will complement the 
Star Network in Yorkshire. 
Jamie says, “we are dedicated 
to making great radio, and 
the Vale Online is a great 
example of how radio has the 

potential to engage with the 
community at every level and 
we intend to expand on that 
potential and give it the tools 
and investment it needs to 
make it a viable proposition”.
VTG also intends to launch 
one of the new DAB channels 
in July as ‘Star Extra’, which 
will play nothing but hits 
from the best years of our 
lives and deliver proper 
grown up radio that we all 
hope will become part of the 
region’s daily lifestyle”.
VTG Head of Radio, Darren 
Shortt added, “The new 
expansion allows us to offer a 
huge variety of programming 
across the region that gives 
the listener an unbelievable 
amount of choice from our 
network, with music from the 
60’s to the present day across 
the channels”.
Initially the new channels 
will be in standard DAB, 
however VTG have 
committed along with its 
partners to convert these 
to the new DAB+ platform 
as soon as possible, to give 
the listener a dramatically 
improved experience, which 
will be highly comparable 
with that of existing National 
BBC broadcasts.
To accommodate all of this 
VTG are relocating the 
business back to Durham in 
July with a brand new state of 
the art purpose build facility, 

which is 5 times larger than 
their existing building and 
will enable the group to 
broadcast multiple linear 
and video on demand (VOD) 
channels across the UK using 
VTG’s existing UK IP Media 
Network.
Star Radio will also be 
launching more than 8 full 
HD music television channels 
from the same facility. The 
facility will open with >75% 
of the first year’s national 
advertising sold through the 
UK’s top television agencies 
within the first week of 
announcing the rollout.
A late announcement to the 
line-up is that VTG will be 
using Durham as one of the 
first of 200 local television 
locations across the UK 
providing ‘Durham TV’ by 
the end of the summer, which 
extends radio and provides 
cross media revenues and 
audiences. This is exciting 
for the radio industry as a 
whole.
Jamie Branson and Darren 
Shortt are continuing to 
innovate radio across the 
UK using Yorkshire as the 
initial area to demonstrate 
the future of radio by going 
against the outdated DNA 
of the business at present, 
all of which has been highly 
supported and welcomed by 
our partners and industry 
regulators.

Star Radio Expands Coverage

Dehenna Davison, Conservative Candidate for Sedgefield, 
welcomed the Defence Secretary, Michael Fallon, to Sedgefield 
to visit Filtronic, a high tech company specialising in wireless 
and broadband component design and manufacture, based at the 
NETpark. The company was recently awarded a £13 million 
contract with a defence equipment manufacturer.
Dehenna Davison said “Filtronic are an extraordinary local 
company, helping to revolutionise communications and that’s 
clearly demonstrated in their incredible growth. In line with the 
Prime Minister’s ambition to make the UK the best place in the 
world to do business online, it is important we continue to support 
companies like Filtronic to enable us to keep up to date with the 
latest demands on data usage and transfer.
I was delighted to welcome the Secretary of State for Defence, 
Sir Michael Fallon here, the third Secretary of State to visit 
a local business and the fourth to visit the constituency since 
this campaign began. Labour bring a former soap actor, I bring 
Secretaries of State who can make things happen.”

Defence Secretary 
Visits Constituency
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R.A. TAYLOR
Dip CDT RCS(Eng)

Dental Technician

1 Norman Terrace, Chilton DL17 0HF - 01388 721284

While-u-Wait Denture Repairs
NEW DENTURES

• Early Appointments • Fast Turnaround •
• Easy Parking with No Steps •

Open Monday to Friday 9am-4pm
or by special arrangement

enquiries@rataylor-dentures.com

LOOKING TO UPDATE YOUR KITCHEN?

SAVE £1000s!!

Don’t want the hassle and expense
of a fully fitted kitchen?

Then let us transform it with new doors,
worktops and accessories!

At CKB we specialise in kitchen makeover service 
transforming your kitchen for a fraction of the cost, saving 

you money, time and hassle!

MADE TO MEASURE DOORS // FULL RANGE OF DOOR STYLES, COLOURS AND 
WORKTOPS, SINKS, TAPS & ACCESSORIES // SAMPLES DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR

Visit www.ckbkitchens.co.uk and read our testimonials
Give us a call today for your free brochure and samples...

Tel: 07854 379591  /  01325 240068

HAPPY FEET
Your Little Foot Clinic

Woodham Community Centre
St Elizabeth’s Close Newton Aycliffe DL5 4UE

Treatments: Toe Nail Cutting & Trimming, 
Callus Reduction & Corn Removal, 
Fungal Infections, Cracked Heels,
Thick Nails Reduced, Ingrown Toe Nails, 
Diabetic Footcare, 
Athletes Foot Treatments. 

01325 954386 / 07539 227562
Raino Joseph (S.A.C. Dip., RFHP)

Registered Foot Health Practitioner

Dear Sir,
I was a little disappointed the 
Conservative candidate chose 
not to respond to my letter, 
when she had been so keen 
to ‘set the record straight’ in 
relation to previous letters 
from other constituents. 
My letter outlined how the 
Tory government abandoned 
my parents, who from being 
teenagers worked hard and paid 
into the system. My Mam now 
suffers from progressive MS 
and is severely disabled, and 
my dad cares for her. 
But the cruel and callous 
Conservative cuts which have 
savaged our NHS means my 
Mam doesn’t get the treatment 
she needs and my Dad goes 
without the support he duly 
deserves. 
Maybe the silence of the 
Tory candidate is a reflection 
of the Tory party plans for 
families like mine who need a 
functioning NHS and a social 
care system that isn’t plunged 
into crisis? They simply don’t 
have any and the Conservative 
U-turn on the ‘dementia 
tax’ is a great example of 
this governments lack of 
understanding of the social 
care crisis facing the country. 
Having stripped billions 
from social care budgets, the 
uncaring Conservatives have 
left 1.2 million people without 
the care they need. 
As for the NHS, the savage 
Conservative cuts mean people 
are waiting longer in A&E, 
for cancer treatment, for an 
ambulance. Or in my Mam’s 
care just not receiving the care 
she needs at all. The MS nurse 
that once visited our home 
doesn’t any more, because 

of Conservative cuts. As my 
Mam’s conditioned worsened 
so did her access to the health 
care she needs.
My parents aren’t alone in not 
receiving the support they 
deserve. There are families 
across Newton Aycliffe for 
whom this will feel all too 
familiar. 
Part of me wonders if the Tory 
candidate didn’t reply to my 
letter in last week’s edition 
because  of the job I do, maybe 
she felt I was underserving. 
But that letter wasn’t about 
me, it was about my Mam and 
Dad, and they most definitely 
deserve better.
Hannah Siddle

People Not Receiving 
Support They Deserve

Dear Sir,
In response to the criminal 
damage to the Bus Shelter 
outside St. Clare’s which is 
covered by very expensive 
CCTV cameras, on the 
roundabout.
Where is the security 
monitoring, and is it not 
cheaper to have these 
monitored  than suffer very 
expensive damages done by  
morons? 
If not then where are the police 
to stop these yobs vandalising 
and riding bikes like lunatics? 
I have seen them just ignoring 
and doing nothing. Give me 
the job, and a camera and  I 
would sort it!
Name and address supplied  

Town Vandals -
Where is CCTV?

Carl Hutchinson fresh from his 
sellout gig, with Chris Ramsey 
at Newcastle ‘Radio Metro’ 
Arena will be appearing at the 
comedy night, in the Turbinia, 
on Wednesday 7th June. This 
will be a unique chance to 
catch him live at a small, 
intimate gig.
Carl is a multi-award winning 
comedian, having won the 
Beat The Frog World Series 
and Magners Comedian of the 
year awards in 2007. He’s also 
a Leicester Mercury Comedian 
of the Year Nominee and So 
You Think You’re Funny 
Finalist, was seen on ITV’s 
FHM Comedy Hero and 
performed at the highly 
respected Big Value Comedy 
Showcase in Edinburgh in 
2011.
“Hutchinson’s trump card is 
the way he interacts with the 
audience, rolling with every 
‘ooh’ and ‘aah’ his material 
generated, giving a dynamism 
and spontaneity to his 
performance” – Chortle
Carl will be supported by  
Jenny Collier & MC Stephen 
Grant Jenny Collier, described 
as a rising star by the national 
press, has won the Laughing 
Horse New Act Competition 
and the Hobgoblin Comedy 
Award, placed second in the 
NATYS (formerly Hackney 
Empire New Act of the Year), 
and reached the finals of 
countless other competitions.
In 2015 Jenny performed as part 
of the Magners International 
Comedy Festival in Hong 
Kong, Singapore, Manila and 
at the Adelaide Fringe Festival, 
and in 2016 Jenny performed 
her debut show, ‘Jen Hur’, at 
the Edinburgh Fringe Festival 
– playing to packed out 
audiences and receiving rave 
reviews
Jenny is a regular on BBC 
Radio Wales with recent 
appearances including The 
Leak, and has written for The 
News Quiz on BBC Radio 4, 
as well as the Huffington Post, 
The Independent and Glamour 
Magazine. She has recently 
supported Arthur Smith on 
his tour in Switzerland, and 
has appeared on Jack Dee’s 
Helpdesk UK Tour.
Stephen Grant is a  repeat 
award winner of Best UK 
Compere, and one of the 
hardest working comedy 
performers and writers in 
the UK. He is the host of 
the Krater Comedy Club at 
Komedia, which has won Best 
Comedy Venue in the South 
for an unprecedented amount 

Aycliffe’s Award Winning 
Pub Attracts Top Comedians

of times and is a regular 
headliner at The Comedy Store 
in London’s Leicester Square.
He possesses an energy and 
intellect which combined 
with his eight years in the 
corporate world make for a 
perfect experienced host and 
entertainer for any event, but 
Stephen still finds the time to 
headline and MC gigs all over 
the country.
A regular guest on The 
Cutting Edge at The Comedy 
Store, Stephen deputises as a 
presenter on BBC Southern 
Counties Radio, and warms-
up and performs on some of 
the biggest comedy shows on 
TV. His speed and dynamism 
create a magical energy which 
has audiences rapt and hanging 
onto his every word. It is this 
that led Stephen to writing 

for Rob Beckett on Mock the 
Week, for Russell Kane on 
Live at the Electric, as well as 
for Lee Nelson’s Well Good 
Show for Avalon TV and Sean 
Walsh for Channel 4’s Stand 
Up For The Week.
“Right from the word go 
his audience were in fits of 
laughter as we were subjected 
to his relentless comedy. 
Comedy bordering on genius” 
- Three Weeks
Tickets for this show can 
be bought online from the 
Hilarity Bites Box Office at 
http://shop.hilaritybites.co.uk/, 
or in person from The Turbinia. 
Tickets are £5 each in advance, 
and expected to sell out, so we 
strongly advise you get your 
tickets in advance, or £8 on the 
door. Doors open at 7pm show 
starts at 8pm.

Our reader and regular contributor, John Williamson, sent in this great photo he took of 
Hitachi trains waiting to be delivered.

New Trains Ready to Deliver

Following the success of 
last year’s Fair the theme 
this year will be nursery 
rhymes. Saturday 10th June 
will see a traditional Fair on 
the Green from 11am to 4pm 
with a children’s fancy dress 
competition  (theme nursery 
rhymes), children’s sports 
events, stalls, adult tug of 
war, alpacas, dog agility, face 
painting, morris dancing, 
children’s rides, a magician, 
entertainment and so much 
more. 
A free Concert takes place 
on the Green commencing 
6pm on Saturday evening 

Heighington Annual 
Fair & Concert

featuring Chris Pryke, Cooler 
King and Smokin’  Spitfires.
On Sunday 11th June there 
will be an Open Gardens day 
from 12 to 4pm. Refreshments 
will be served on both days 
in the Village Hall.  Also on 
display in the Village Hall 
will be the entrants in the art 
and photographic competition
Scarecrows will once again be 
a prominent feature over the 
weekend.  Come along and 
follow the Scarecrow Trail 
with the opportunity to vote 
for your favourite and enjoy 
a fun packed weekend for all 
the family
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CREATIV
E

GRAPHIC

DESIG
N

Bringing your Business to Life!

01325 300212  -  www.newtonpress.net AYCLIFFE’S O
NLY

 PRIN
T SHOP

C&P INTERIORS
Kitchen & Bathroom Tile Showroom

• Bathrooms • Wet Rooms
• En-Suites • Full Design Service
• Fitti  ng Service • Tiling
• Plastering • Electrics

CALL TODAY ON 01325 315522
or visit our showroom at

Technology Court (behind the Caravan Park)
(down Whinbank Road, Redworth Way turn into Fulbeck Road)

Aycliff e Business Park
Newton Aycliff e, Co. Durham

Stockists and Installers of Fully Fitt ed Wardrobes
Available in

THE MODERN COLLECTION
THE CLASSIC COLLECTION

Why not come and
see our

new range of

BEDROOM FURNITURE

MALE IMAGE GROOMING
Specialists in all aspects of Mens Hair Design.
Skin Fade Specialists. Bespoke Hair Patterns.

Traditional Turkish Shave
and Beard Tinting/Trimming also available.

Contact Emre on 07738 066723

OPENING TIMES
Monday to Thursday: 9am - 6pm

Friday: 8am - 7pm
Saturday: 8.30am - 4pm

Sunday: Closed

Unit 1 Blue Bridge Centre
Aycliffe Business Park

Newton Aycliffe DL5 6DS
Mobile: 07738 066 723

The delightful garden of 
Woodside House, owned 
by keen gardeners Charles 
and Jean Crompton, will be 
open to support Marie Curie 
on Sunday, 11th June 1.00 - 
5.00pm - Entry £4.
The stunning 3-acre garden 
is full of interesting trees, 
shrubs and plants. Superbly 
landscaped with island 
beds, flowing herbaceous 
borders, an old walled garden, 
rhododendron beds, a  fernery, 
3 ponds and even a vegetable 
garden there is much to fire the 
imagination.
Winner of Bishop Auckland In 
Bloom and having featured in 
The Sunday Telegraph and 
Amateur Gardening this is 
a mature and much-loved 
garden.
Delicious tea and cakes 
will be on offer together 
with a sale of plants  grown 
in the garden. In addition, 
Cornerstone, a charity which 
helps the homeless, based in 
Willington, will be manning 
a stall showcasing their 
garden furniture and garden 
accessories all of which are 
made locally to order.

Tea Party

Please join us for our June 
Service of Messy Church where 
we will be celebrating families 
- made up of all shapes and 
sizes, each unique and special.
We begin at 4pm on June 10th 
with craft based activities 
including fresh fruit salad 
making, family tree art, family 
portraits, prayer space and card 
craft. We will also be taking 
names for our Messy Summer 
Trip to Hardwick Park on the 
22nd July. 
Everyone will enjoy a jacket 
potato tea and a chance for 
a chat. Come along to this 
friendly, welcoming Fun 
Church - you will be surprised 
at all we have to offer each 
other. 
Youth/ChildrenSt.Clares

Messy Church One of the leading young string quartets, The Alauda Quartet
- 2 violins, viola and cello - formed at The Royal Academy 
of Music in 2011. They were selected as Concert Artists 
with Making Music for 2016-17.  The Quartet enjoys a busy 
performing schedule and has performed extensively across 
the UK as well as across Europe and Asia.
They visit on Friday, 16th June to perform work by Haydn, 
Mendelssohn and Shostakovitch at 7.30pm in St. Andrew’s 
Church, South Church.
Tickets £13.50 from Brotherton’s Music (opposite Morrisons)
or by contacting Brian Varley (01388 606075). Tickets also 
available on the door, priced £15.00

QUARTET IN CONCERT

Council is still in purdah, but 
there is a lot going on in the 
community, and good news on 
the Business Park!  
Further details about the 
headlines below online at: bit.

ly/CNB315 
COUNCIL 
• GATC Environment and 
Recreation Committee 
meetings, Wednesday 31 May
• Warm Homes campaign 
– free advice from DCC on 
managing Energy Costs 
• Latest roadworks 
COMMUNITY
• ‘Smishing’ fraud alert – 
where criminals use text 
messages to con you
• Vote for your favourite UK 
castle – Bamburgh, Durham 
and Raby are all on the list
• Have you signed the 
Woodland Tree Charter?
• Heart Aycliffe – Churches 
Together’s Prayer Hub
• Litter-picking with Xcel 
• Rose Lodge Care Home 
named as finalist for national 
care award
• Veterans Breakfast Club at 
NAYCC – 10am, Wednesday 
7 June
• Low Barns Wildlife Watch 
(5-11s) – Camouflage and 
Mini-beasts, 10am-noon, 
Saturday 10 June 
• Powerful Pyramids (5-11s), 
Durham Oriental Museum, 
1-3pm, Saturday 10 June 
• Durham Regatta, 10-11 June 
• Hitachi plan huge new 
post-production building: 
DM/17/01342/FPA

Compiled by 
County Councillor John Clare

COUNTY
NEWSBITS

Dear Editor, 
I have been the Constituency 
MP since 2007 and seeking re-
election on 8th June to continue 
to represent the place I have 
always called home. 
As your MP, one of my 
top priorities was to bring 
business and councils together 
to redevelop Aycliffe town 
centre. I think you will agree 
that the town centre has been 
transformed with the arrival 
of new shops, a library and a 
facelift we can all be proud of. 
Over the last 10 years, I have 
helped thousands of people 
who came to me in their time 
of need. From helping parents 
secure the specialist help their 
child needed from local health 
services to assisting an elderly 
couple get their boiler fixed 
after they were left for days 
without heating or hot water in 
the middle of winter, my staff 
and I have always been there to 
help. As your MP, I will always 
support local people at their 
time of need.  
I will continue to fight to bring 
investment and jobs to the area. 
I led the campaign to bring 

Hitachi Rail Europe to Newton 
Aycliffe. I believed in the 
skills of local people when the 
Tories, who opposed the plan, 
didn’t. The factory is now fully 
operational, providing nearly 
1,000 jobs.
As your MP, I will continue 
to work with Hitachi as they 
bid for contracts to build the 
high speed trains of the future, 
creating more jobs for local 
people. 
I share local people’s aspirations 
and ambitions. I want to make 
sure our children receive a 
quality education which equips 
them with the skills they need to 
get on in life. But the Tories are 
robbing local schools in Newton 
Aycliffe of over £1 million in 
funding and leaving schools 
with no option but to employ 
fewer teachers, meaning bigger 
class sizes.
I have always backed our local 
schools and have spoken in 
Parliament about the devastating 
impact these cuts will have on 
the quality of our children’s 
education. As your MP, I will 
continue to fight against these 
cuts so our children get the high 

quality, fully funded education 
they deserve. 
I will fight for our NHS. The 
Tories are starving our NHS 
of funding causing the services 
we rely on to crumble. Under 
the Tories 2.5 million people 
are having to wait longer 
to be seen in A&E, cancer 
patients are having to wait 
longer for treatment and we 
all know how difficult it is to 
get a doctor’s appointment. 
The NHS is one of Labour’s 
proudest achievements, but the 
Conservatives’ failure to invest 
in the services we all rely on will 
see Darlington A&E close and 
strip the hospital of maternity 
services, forcing emergency 
patients and expectant mothers 
to travel even further for care. 
As your MP, I’ll fight to stop 
the Tories from closing our 
hospitals. 
The Tory cuts mean Durham 
police have already lost 
350 officers, putting our 
communities at risk. As your 
MP, I will continue to work 
with local residents, the police 
and Ron Hogg, our Police and 
Crime Commissioner, to make 
our communities safer.
I listen to the people of our 
community. That is why I voted 
to trigger Article 50 in March 
this year in line with the result 
of the referendum in this area. 
Our task now is to secure the 
best Brexit deal possible for the 
North East, a deal that doesn’t 
leave our region behind. Since 
the result, I have held regular 
Brexit surgeries to ask what 
Brexit deal you want. As your 

LOCAL MAN - LOCAL VALUES
MP, I will continue to consult 
with you because I don’t back 
Theresa May, I back you. I will 
be your voice in Parliament, 
representing your interests. 
I always have and always will 
put local people and local 
concerns first. The only people 
I support are you, whilst my 
Tory opponent is a 23 year-old 
student from Hull, who has 
made it clear she is only here 
to support the Tory leader, 
not you. Please vote for me on 
Thursday 8th June, your local 
man with local values. 
Phil Wilson
Your Labour
Parliamentary Candidate
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Call us Today to make your appointment.

4 Church Street, 
Coxhoe, 
Durham, 
DH6 4DD 
T: 0191 3770227
 

4 Cobblers Hall Centre, 
Burn Lane, 
Newton Aycliffe, 
Co Durham,  DL5 4SE 
T: 01325 319922

20b Alnwick Road, 
Newton Hall, 
Durham, 
DH1 5LX 
T: 0191 3843452

47 West Auckland Road, 
Cockerton, 
Darlington, 
DL3 9EL 
T: 01325 489684

Book online now at www.thevillageoptician.com

www.facebook.com/thevillageoptician               Twitter @FabulousEyewear

#FabulousEyewear from The Village Optician

£40 off our standard range, up to £89 frames
£60 off our Designer ranges, £99 frames to £189 frames
£100 off our Elite Designer range, £199 frames and over.

Bring this voucher to save up to £100 on your new glasses
Terms & Conditions apply. One voucher per person, per transaction. No cash alternative. Excludes Tom Davies Bespoke Frames. Expires 30th June 2017. Code: NE.

Save up to £100 off
Bring this 

voucher with 
you!

 

#Fabulous Eyewear at

Need 2 pairs? Then get a second pair half price when you choose  
frames from our £75 range or above.  

(Cheapest pair half price, terms and conditions apply see in store for details).
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Dear Editor,
I am concerned that the 
Conservative candidate for 
Sedgefield in the forthcoming 
General Election is a 23 year 
old student who lives in Hull.
Assuming she is still registered 
at her permanent address in 
Hull, how can she expect local 
people to vote for her on 8th 
June when she can’t even vote 
for herself?
I can only hope she is 
registered for a postal vote or 
it will be along drive back to 
Hull on polling day!
A confused and worried 
constituent of Woodham 
Name & address supplied.
ED: The answer is no as she 
would need to be registered as 
a resident in this constituency.

Can Hull 
Conservative 

Candidate Vote 
for Herself?

The County Durham 
Wellbeing for Life service 
has been working in the 
local community to promote 
cancer screening and 
encourage people to attend 
their screening appointments.
There are three types of 
cancer screening available 
in the UK, cervical, breast 
and bowel. It is offered to the 
people who are most likely 

Wellbeing for Life Cancer 
Screening Campaign

to benefit from it, but figures 
of people attending their 
appointment has fallen.  
Wellbeing for Life have 
been working in partnership 
with local GP surgeries 
and community venues 
to promote the screening 
programmes and encourage 
people to take part. 
Vicki Moffat, Wellbeing 
Coordinator said “People are 
putting their lives at risk by 
not attending their screening 
appointment so I’m very 
happy with the response 
we’ve had to this campaign. 
Staff and volunteers were 
trained in raising awareness 
of the importance of cancer 
screening and have spoken 
to 1561 people across the 
county. 822 have also 
signed pledge cards to take 
part in the next screening 
opportunity.
We had a prize draw to 
encourage people to stop and 
find out more about this vital 
information and the luxury 
hamper was won by Sharon 
Crooks from Craghead, 
Stanley.”
Cancer screening saves 
thousands of lives every 
year in the UK. Screening 
aims to find cancers early 
and very early cancers are 
usually easier to treat, may 
need less treatment, and are 
more likely to be cured. It is 
so important to go for your 
screening whenever you are 
invited.
Please contact Vicki 
Moffat, Wellbeing for Life 
Coordinator (East Durham 
Hub) on 0191 5274150

Dear Editor,
I have noticed in Newton News 
26th May the Labour letter 
writers are out in force, trying 
to do what they do best and 
be- little any one that opposes 
them in any way, and this 
young Conservative Dehenna 
Davison has them all worried. 
Phil Wilson should look at 
what happened in the local 
elections where Conservatives 
took two seats in Woodham 
and there are also two extra 
Independents. So there will be 
a change in the Parliamentary 
election, 
Dehenna Davison is only a 
young girl and she may be 
a welcome change as M.P. 
for Newton Aycliffe. I can 
remember when Tony Blair 
stood for M.P. at Trimdon - he 
was young when he started and 
look where he is today!
I must also remind voters 
that Labour lost control of 
Ferryhill and Chilton areas in 
the Sedgefield ward. I removed 
myself from the Labour Party 
in 2009 and I am very pleased I 
did because as an Independent 
I can do and vote the way I 
want.
Alderman George C. Gray,
West Ward Councillor

Is it Time for 
a Change?

A new Cabinet and Chairman 
have been appointed at 
the region’s largest local 
authority following the recent 
local elections. Cllr Simon 
Henig has confirmed the 
membership of his Cabinet 
after being re-elected as 
Leader of Durham County 
Council.
Cllr Alan Napier retains the 
post of Deputy Leader with 
additional responsibility 
for finance, legal and 
democratic services and risk 
management.
Cllr Olwyn Gunn, Cllr Carl 
Marshall and Cllr Kevin 
Shaw are new additions to 
the Cabinet. Cllr Gunn takes 
on the portfolio for Children 
and Young People’s Services, 
covering education up to 
the age of 19, specialist and 
safeguarding services, youth 
services, children’s centres 
and adult learning.
Cllr Marshall is the new 
Cabinet member for 
economic regeneration, 
taking responsibility for 
economic development, town 
centres, development control, 
strategic transport and spatial 
planning, including the 
County Durham Plan.
And Cllr Shaw becomes 
the new Cabinet member 
for strategic housing and 
assets, with a portfolio 
covering housing strategy, 
homelessness, private sector 
housing issues, fuel poverty 
and energy efficiency, land 
and property assets and the 
authority’s travellers’ liaison 
service.
Cllr Joy Allen takes up 
the new post of Cabinet 
member for Transformation. 
Her remit will include the 
council’s transformation 
programme as well as ICT, 
customer services, libraries, 
emergency planning, 
equality and diversity and 
the Humanitarian Support 
Partnership.
Cllr Ossie Johnson also takes 
on a new portfolio. As Cabinet 
member for tourism, culture, 
leisure and rural issues, he 
will oversee tourism, arts 
and culture as well as events, 
leisure services, parks and 
allotments. He is also the 
council’s rural champion.
Cllr Jane Brown retains 
responsibility for human 
resources under her new role 
as Cabinet member for social 
inclusion but also takes on 
poverty and welfare reform, 
welfare rights and carers.
Cllr Lucy Hovvels continues 
in her role as Cabinet 
member for adult and health 
services, dealing with adult 
safeguarding, social care 
and commissioning, health 
and wellbeing, public health, 
community safety and links 
with Durham Police. She will 
also serve as the authority’s 
champion for veterans and 
mental health.
And Cllr Brian Stephens 
retains his portfolio for 
neighbourhoods and local 
partnerships, a wide-ranging 
role that covers Area Action 
Partnerships, relationships 
with town and parish councils, 
community development, 
streetscene, highways, waste 
management, bereavement 
services and environment, 
health and consumer 
protection.
The Annual General Meeting 
of the council also saw the 
election of Cllr Bill Kellett as 
its new Chairman.
Cllr Kellett, who represents 
the Sherburn ward, attended 
Houghton Grammar 

County Council  Appoints 
New Cabinet & Chairman 

School but left without 
any qualifications to start 
work in the building yard at 
Lyons Colliery, Easington 
Lane. Having an interest in 
cars, he then took up a job 
at a local garage and whilst 
there passed his driving test, 
enabling him to become a 
driver for a bakery.
Realising the importance of 
qualifications, Cllr Kellett 
attended evening classes at 
Durham Technical College 
and achieved several GCE O 
levels and three A levels.
There followed a career in 
nursing at the former Dryburn 
Hospital in Durham where 
Cllr Kellett met his wife-to-be 
Elizabeth Ann, also a nurse, 
while attending a hospital 
dance.
In 1960, Bill became SRN 
registered and moved to 
Durham County Orthopaedic 
Hospital, before taking up 
charge nurse positions in 
Wigan and Middlesbrough. 
He then returned to Dryburn 
Hospital to become a nurse 
tutor.
Cllr Kellett gained an honours 
degree in economics at 
Durham Technical College 

and followed it up with an MA 
in economics for which he 
had his thesis published. He 
went on to teach economics 
at Seaham Comprehensive 
School and Peterlee Tertiary 
College as well as becoming 
an A level examiner.
He has been married to 
Elizabeth Ann for almost 
52 years and they have three 
children, Beverley, Edward 
and Margaret Jean, and 
three grandchildren, Darius, 
Maddy and Katie.
The 77-year-old’s chosen 
charity is the Great North East 
Air Ambulance for which he 
has a special affinity.
“My youngest daughter 
suffered a serious horse riding 
accident a few years ago 
that could have proved fatal 
without the intervention of the 
air ambulance,” he said. “My 
family and I will always be 
indebted to this great charity.”
Cllr John Lethbridge, who 
represents the Woodhouse 
Close ward in Bishop 
Auckland, was elected as 
Deputy Chairman a 70-year-
old former geography teacher 
who taught at Sedgefield 
Secondary Modern School.

Bill Kellett John Lethbridge

Durham County Council Cabinet

When the call went out 
to the community to get 
behind the MRI Scanner 
Appeal and help replace 
outdated and privately owned 

Tesco – Every Little Helps 
the MRI Scanner Appeal

equipment in Darlington and 
Bishop Auckland Hospitals, 
supermarket giant Tesco 
showed they are local 
too, pledging a mammoth 
fundraising weekend across 
the Bank Holiday dates of 
26th/27th/28th and 29th May, 
in 24 of their stores. 
The Aycliffe store baked cakes 
to sell and Hot dogs to eat and 
did a roaring trade, rasing £840 
thanks to the generosity of 
customers. Some did not want 
to buy these goods but still 
contributed to this very worthy 
cause which will save our local 
NHS Trust a £million a year!

Also introduced to the Aycliffe 
store is a Raffle with a new 
Vauxhall Car as first prize. You 
can buy a ticket from customer 
services counter for a £1.
Area Managers Jason King and 
Peter Shaw said ‘We all know 
someone who has needed an 
MRI Scan, including our own 
employees. We understand it’s 
a massive undertaking to try 
and raise such a substantial 
amount of money to replace the 
old scanners with state of the 
art technology, but as our strap 
line says ‘every little helps’ so 
we pulled together to help this 
worthwhile cause.’

Dear Sir 
After Reading Honest John’s 
political piece last week, I 
felt the need to address a few 
points. The letter states that 
Phil Wilson is desperate to 
keep hold of his job, so what’s 
wrong with that? Over the past 
ten years, Phil Wilson has 
been active in the community 
attending numerous events, 
many showcased in this paper, 
overseen the regeneration 
of our town centre and most 
importantly helped to bring 
Hitachi to Aycliffe, creating 
hundreds of jobs for people in 
the area!, 
Who cares what his motivations 
are as long as progress is being 
made? The letter also blasts 
Mr Wilson for being pals with 
Tony Blair, who is a polarising 
figure, but maybe not quite as 
detrimental to society as Nick 
Griffin and the BNP were and 
who I believe Honest John has 
been attached to in the past!
Kane Shaw
Ed: Honest John admits to 
being a member of the BNP 
for just 10 months when he 
became disillusioned with 
their policies and left.

10 Years 
Active in the 
Community
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GREAT AYCLIFFE TOWN COUNCIL

Dates and Times of Statutory Meetings
of the Town Council and its Committees

Wednesday 14th June 2017

Council Meeting - 7.15pm
QUESTION TIME

A period of up to 20 minutes has been also set aside for an 
elector to ask questions, give evidence or make representation 
on any item of business included on the agenda of the Council, 
and its Committees.

With the exception of the Annual and Extra-Ordinary Council 
Meetings members of the public can submit a written question 
for the Council Agenda as long as it is submitted 7 clear days 
before a meeting.

If members of the public have any questions it would be 
appreciated if they could make them known prior to the start 
of the meeting. Agendas/Reports are available on the Council’s 
Website on the Friday afternoon preceding the meeting.
(www.great-aycliffe.gov.uk)

The Press and Public are cordially invited to attend.

“The Public Entrance to the Council Chamber will be open 30 
minutes prior to the commencement of meetings”.

OFFICE
TO LET

Refurbished offi  ce to let in eco-friendly building. Located next to 
Newton Aycliff e’s iconic landmark, the Blue Bridge, with easy access 
to A1M and other routes north and south.
Offi  ce comes with secure, private, lockable front door, natural light 
windows, led lighti ng, new ceilings, eco-friendly heati ng.

Internet and telephone packages available.

To register an interest please contact Stuart on 01325 300212

An Aycliffe pensioner took the 
trouble to visit Newton Press 
Offices to make a donation of 
£5 to the  Appeal.
Thank you - every penny 
counts and the Appeal 
Committee are so grateful.
In  addition to rasing cash last 
weekend selling cakes and Hot 
dogs, Tesco donated £100 to 
the Appeal.
Businesses and Town 
organisations are urged to 
organise a special fundraiser 
for the appeal.
Contact Syd Howarth at 
Newton News if you can help.
Tel: 300212 or e-mail: syd@
newtonnpress.net

The “Feel Good Film Show” 
at St Clare’s Church on 
Tuesday 6th June features the 
2006 British comedy-drama 
“The History Boys” starring 
Richard Griffiths, James 
Corden, Frances de la Tour 
and many more fine British 
actors.
An unruly group of gifted 
boys have just gained their 
northern grammar school’s 
best ever A-level results and 
are trying to pass Oxbridge 
entrance exams, helped by 
eccentric teachers.  Tea and 
coffee is served at 1pm, 
included in the £2.   The film 
starts at 1.15pm.  
A variety of chairs are 
provided for your comfort, 
and tables so that you can 
bring a spot of lunch to eat 
while you enjoy a great film in 
friendly company.  Everyone 
is most welcome.  For further 
details ring Ric Hargreaves 
01325 316755.

Film Show

Dear Sir,
The Independents put forward a 
view that where the controlling 
Group (whichever that is) has 
a clear majority then it had 
nothing to fear from selecting 
the person to be Mayor to be 
the longest serving member, 
who must of course also be 
suitable (and not everyone is, 
including Labour), 
Not everyone wants to be 
Mayor, hence a free vote 
would allow that principle and 
safeguard the reputation of the 
Council. The argument that 
because Labour won a majority 
and thus have a democratic 
mandate to select only Labour 
Councillors as Mayor is 
tenuous at best, and effectively 
declares the Mayor to be purely 
Party political. It was never in 
any leaflet or manifesto. 
The argument of “If the 
Independents were in the clear 
majority what would we do”  is 
very simple - no, we would not 
only appoint Independents  we 
would look to elect a Mayor as 
someone who had seniority in 
length of service,  but also was 
suitable to do the job of chairing 
a Full Council meetings and 
able to represent the Council 
in the Community and beyond, 
irrespective of politics.  
I for one would never exclude 
someone just because they did 

Choosing the Town Mayor
not belong to a particular Group. 
This would also concentrate 
the minds of those who might 
want to be Mayor since they 
would have to earn the respect 
of their fellow councillors and 
demonstrate the necessary 
qualities to be voted in.  Indeed 
Labour controlled Darlington 
selects it’s Mayor on the same 
principle as I indicate. Are they 
wrong? 
The Independents in Great 
Aycliffe did not stand on an 
anti Labour platform at the 
elections, nor did we contest 
every seat on the Council. 
Elsewhere in County Durham 
in particular Spennymoor, 
Seaham, Peterlee, Ferryhill etc,  
the Independents there were 
almost rabidly anti Labour.  
Indeed on Sedgefield Town 
Council no Labour candidates 
stood at all.  
On Great Aycliffe Town 
Council, with the elections 
over till 4 years time, we will 
continue to work constructively 
and positively with Labour 
members to maintain and 
improve the services and 
facilities of the Council within 
the dire financial constraints 
facing all of us. We will not 
oppose something just for the 
sake of it. A wise person does 
not reject suggestions simply 
because the do not like the 

person making them.
To illustrate the point, if the 
Independents had contested 
all 30 seats on the Council, 
and gained a majority, I would 
still have supported Cllr Bob 
Fleming the Labour Leader 
as Leader of the Council, and 
make no apology for saying 
so. Merit  alone should be the 
distinguishing characteristic  
of supporting someone to a 
position. 
In the early 1990’s  I was within 
one vote of convincing the 
Labour Group to support a Lib 
Dem Councillor being Mayor, 
and prior to being elected in 
1983 I worked closely behind 
the scenes in putting Enid 
Meadows (Labour) for Mayor 
and Brian Jackson (Tory) for 
Deputy Mayor to stop a totally 
unsuitable member of the 
then Aycliffe First Party from 
becoming Mayor and bringing 
the role into disrepute. Those 
long in the tooth will know who 
I mean.   
Obviously in rare circum-
stances when you have a finely 
balanced council I would 
expect the majority group 
to hold the office of Mayor 
because being the Chairman 
of the Council, they might 
need the use of the Chairman’s 
casting vote. 
But in all other circumstances 
there is nothing lost by 
putting up a person with long 
service and merit. Our Town 
Council very rarely conducts 
its meetings on Party political 
lines, if at all, and once elected 
we are all there to do the same 
job,  in serving the community.   
Cllr Arun Chandran
Independent

Our next meeting is Wednesday 
7th June at Greenfield Arts 
Centre, starting at 6pm with 
refreshments at 5.45pm. 
Our guest speaker will be 
from The Hub of Wishes, 
previously known as MIND. 
The Hub offers a friendly and 
confidential service for those 
who may suffer from emotional 
distress, difficult times and 
mental health. If you would 
like to find out more about their 
work or feel you need some 
support then come and join us at 
the meeting. Our meetings are 
very friendly and easy going, 
or call them on 01325 300121 or 
visit them at Silverdale House 
Silverdale Place DL5 7DZ.
In other news we have been 
supporting David Sutton Lloyd 
of Woodham Community 
Centre in his project to place 
Defibrillators in the local 
community.  David has secured 
funding for 6 machines one 
of which we have adopted 
and secured its citing in the 
Greenfield Convenience Store. 
Thanks goes to Raj and his 
staff for agreeing to support 

Horndale Residents Meet
this much needed piece of life 
saving equipment. We have also 
organised 2 training sessions 
with a total of 19 local people 
completing the course. For more 
information about this project 
contact David on 01325 300258 
/ 01325 316144. Woodham.
community@gmail.com   
We have some tickets left for 
our comedy night with award 
winning comedienne Patrick 
Monaghan at Woodham Golf 
Club July 12th. Tickets are 
£10 with pie and peas or a 
vegetarian option. Ring Martin 
on 01325 316148 for further 
information.
 We have booked all the 
attractions for Community 
fun day on the 17th August, 
Greenfield Community College 
playing field, more info to 
follow. Thank you to the school 
for their support.
I think by reading the above 
you can see we have a great 
community in Newton Aycliffe 
and by working together this 
will only get better.
Philip Clark
Chair 07756065132

I remember Phil Wilson 
coming to see me when he first 
became our MP in 2007, and 
he told me about his pledges 
for our town.
• To open his office in the town 
centre
• To help people on the town 
with their problems
• Concentrate on the 
regeneration of the town 
centre
• Do all he could to bring jobs 
to the area
His fully staffed office is 
situated in the town centre 
and is open Monday to Friday, 
helping hundreds of Aycliffe 
people with their problems 
every year.
The town centre is completely 
transformed compared to 2007. 
The dismal Health Centre has 
gone with Aldi and Wilkinsons 
opening new stores. The new 
Library opened at the Leisure 
Centre just a few months ago 
and the town centre itself is 
more welcoming.
As we all know, Phil played 
a leading role, along with the 
people of Aycliffe, to bring 
Hitachi to our Business Park 
creating nearly 1,000 jobs.
I would like to see Phil 
continue his great work and 
will be voting to re-elect him 
on 8th June. I have no political 
bias and vote for the man not 
the Party. I did not vote for 
Tony Blair as I felt he did not 
represent our town. This was 
probably because he was PM 
and could not find the time to 
fight our corner.
Syd Howarth 

VOTING 
FOR THE 

MAN 
NOT THE 
PARTY

McColl’s convenience store 
on Washington Crescent in 
Newton Aycliffe had donated 
£131 to GACAP towards their 
Community Welfare Fund 
where partners can draw 
down amounts to assist with 
helping people in need in our 
community.
The store raised money 
through the Making a  
Difference locally charity, 
where customers purchase 
specific products in the 
store and a percentage of the 
money goes into a fund for the 
retailer and shopper to choose 
a local charity to support.
GACAP, was the local cause 
chosen because of its integral 
part in the community. James 

Lancaster, McColl’s Retail 
Group Chief Executive Officer 
said, “It is wonderful that 
we have raised and donated 
money for such local and 
worthwhile cause. McColl’s 
has always been known to be 
charitable and we try our very 
best to continually support 
the neighbourhoods in which 
we operate.
This donation is another 
example of our helpful and 
giving ethos. We believe it is 
important to give something 
back to our customers who 
support us by raising money 
in purchasing specific 
products in store. McColl’s 
has a history of  charitable 
giving”.
Receiving the cheque for 
GACAP (right) is Ron Mitchie 
Chairman and Joan Mitchie 
Secretary of GACAP with  
Monica Little of McColl’s 
and Area Manager Michael 
Johnson.
Ron Mitchie said “GACAP 
are thankful to McColl’s for 
their donation, and assured 
them the money would be 
spend wisely in assisting 
people in the community who 
for one reason or another have 
fallen on hard times”. 
McColl’s are expanding 
locally and will be taking over 
the Co-op Store at Neville 
Parade on 3rd July 2017. They 
will have 24 hours to get the 
change over from Co-op to 
McColl’s ready in time for 
its opening on 4th July. They 
have also recently taken over 
a Co-op  shop in Chilton. 
Monica said, “The charitable 
giving of McColl’s will 
mirror the giving that the 
Co-op invests in the local 
community. Please continue 
to, or start using McColl’s at 
Washington Crescent plus 
the stores  in Chilton and 
Neville Parade so we are able 
to continue with Charitable 
giving”.

McColls Help GACAP

Hello everyone. 
This is my first blog to the 
community of Newton 
Aycliffe as it is usually done by 
my Sergeant, Mark Edwards.  
Since the turn of the year we 
have had some significant 
changes to the staffing of our 
Neighbourhood Team here 
in Aycliffe and these have 
continued.  As of 1st June, 
Mark Edwards has moved to 
Durham City to take up the role 
of Neighbourhood Inspector 
on a temporary basis.  This 
move is likely to be mid to long 
term.  We all wish Mark every 
success with this new role 
and are very grateful for all 
his hard work and dedication 
to serving the community of 

Newton Aycliffe.
This move means that our 
newest PC, Lyndon Towler, 
has quickly become Acting 
Sergeant to cover for Mark.  In 
the first few months of 2017, we 
lost PCSOs Michael Crawford, 
Gavin Laycock and Steven Gill 
who all became police officers 
within the organisation.  They 
are all competent, great guys 
and will take to their new role 
well but are obviously a loss to 
our team.  We wish them well 
in their futures.  Incidentally, 
Gavin and Mike are remaining 
within the south of the county 
and so you may see them 
around!
We are actively recruiting 
PCSOs to replace the three we 
have lost and PCSO Matt Walls 
joined our team last month.  
We hope to have the other two 
vacancies filled within the 
coming months. Matt joins 
Daniela Jones and Christine 
O’Brien who continue to do a 
fantastic job!
We have also lost PC Paul 
Rogers from the team and 
are actively seeking to fill his 
vacancy. So, all in all, some 
major changes to the team but 
rest assured we are all still 
totally committed to delivering 
the best possible service to our 
community.
During March and April we 
had a significant number of 
vans and other vehicles broken 
into where tools and other 
equipment were stolen.  During 
May a male who had recently 
moved into the area was 
arrested and has been charged 
with numerous offences.  We 
will provide an update in due 
course.  We appreciate that 
these crimes have affected 
many hard working people in 
our community.  I would like 
to appeal to all our residents to 
be vigilant and report anything 
suspicious to us.  The arrest of 
this male was as a direct result 
of us receiving information 
from a community member to 
whom we are very grateful.  
We also identified several 
victims who had not reported 
thefts to us.  Again, I would 
appeal to everyone that if you 
are unfortunate to become a 
victim of crime, you report it 
to us straight away.  We can 
then target our patrols more 
effectively.
We also continue to experience 
anti-social behaviour across 
the town.  This mainly consists 
of small fires and the riding 
of off-road bikes. With the 
help of the public the team 
has identified 9 young people 
responsible for setting some 
of the fires and they have spent 
time with their parents at our 
Community Fire and Police 

Station being educated in the 
dangers and criminal element 
of such behaviour.  Fires have 
reduced but still continue to 
be a problem.  Please, if you 
see fires being set, report it 
to us and if you can provide 
names of those responsible that 
would be much appreciated.  
The off-road bike situation 
has eased a little following 
the identification of one of 
the main offenders.  However, 
we still receive reports and 
are still actively seeking to 
identify those responsible.  The 
local community responded 
well at the end of last year to 
our appeal to report incidents 
of off-road bikes, we need 
everyone to let us know who is 
riding them please! 
As a team , we will be involved 
in the coming months in 
various community events 
across the town and we through 
the GAMP Area Action 
Partnership we have acquired 
a gazebo for our events and 
will be handing out free pens, 
crayons, trolley coins etc.  We 
would love to see as many of 
you as possible at these events 
so please come over when you 
see us and have a chat!  Take 
care for now and enjoy this 
lovely weather!
A/Sgt Lyndon Towler
Lyndon joined Durham 
Constabulary as a PC in 2009 
and has always worked in 
Newton Aycliffe, as a 24/7 
Response officer until joining 
our Neighbourhood team in 
April.  He has an excellent 
knowledge of our local area 
and community and is looking 
forward to building on that in 
his new role.  Lyndon hails 
from Hartlepool and is 33 
years old.  He recently passed 
his Sergeant exams and is 
already working hard leading 
the team of PCs and PCSO’s 
having taken over from Mark 
Edwards for the foreseeable 
future.
PCSO Matt Walls
Matt is 26 years of age and was 
born and raised here in Newton 
Aycliffe.  He therefore already 
knows the local area and 
people well. Matt was initially 
a baker (although has told us he 
doesn’t bake cakes sadly!!), he 
joined Durham Constabulary 
two years ago as staff and 
became a PCSO earlier this 
year, joining the team at the 
end of April.
Acting Chief Inspector 517
Sarah Honeyman
South Durham
Neighbourhoods and 
Safeguarding Command
Email: sarah.honeyman@
durham.pnn.police.uk 
Durham Police: ring 101
(or 999 in an emergency)

Aycliffe’s Front Line
NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING
By Acting Chief Inspector Sarah Honeyman
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SHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Door
Repair

Specialist

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs
Mechanism Repair/Replacement
Door Adjustment - Door Furniture
Emergency Door Opening
90% OF PARTS IN STOCK

24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114
07748 044 808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Locksmiths

Driving School

Jacks Driving School
Fully Qualified High Grade Instructors

TRAILER/CARAVAN TRAINING ALSO AVAILABLE
Helping you to relax, enjoy and build confidence

Excellent first time pass rate - Block booking offers

Jack: 07949 195 184
Mally: 07840 978 984
Dave: 07708 549 788

Special offer: First 5 hours £90 - www.jacksdrivingschool.co.uk

Including Property Maintenance
• Fuse Board Upgrades •

• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •

• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •
• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on 

01325 313282
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)

Check out our website for monthly
deals: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

Electrical

Specialists in:
• Rewires  • Fuse Boxes
• Showers  • Cookers
COMBI  BOILERS & HEATING
EMERGENCY CALL OUTS

Contact Neil on

07913 975189
or 01325 714016   -   www.neilelectrical.co.uk

N.N.E.
Electrical Services

H&H JOINERY
& PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE
All aspects of Joinery Work,

Kitchen Fitting and
General Maintenance

Playhouses & Summerhouses
10% Discount for OAPs

Tel: 01325 317172
Mobile:  07769 903173

STEVE WHITEHEAD
All aspects of Joinery and Glazing Services Covered
Established 30 years

We will beat any like for like
quotation
01325 333280 / 07836 355139

Foster Joinery Services
All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

From inside the home: Doors, Hardwood and Laminate 
Flooring, Skirting and Architrave, Staircases and 

revamping what you already have, Loft entrances and 
Loft Ladders.

To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.
Also Plastering Tiling and Bathroom fitting.
No job too small - Can supply all materials

Just ring 07748 967 374 for a FREE quote

C SMILLIE
• Joinery •
• Building •

• Decorating •
Established 1984

Apprenticeship Served

312024  after 6pm

Joinery

LAMBTON JOINERY Kitchen and bedrooms fitted, doors, 
skirting, dado rails, laminate floors, general joinery. No job too 
small. Call for free estimates. Tel 07858 755 437

G. CROSSEN
PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07340 606402
Time Served  -  C&G  -  Established 15 yrs

Brushstrokes
Decorators

FREE QUOTES
Any interior/exterior work get

50% off next job (within 12months)
Front/Rear gutters & fascias 

cleaned from £60.00

Tel: 01325 312953
Mobile: 07587 140912

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator

Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate
01325 483 697

or 07745 037 754

Decorating

P & B HOME SERVICES
Painting &  Decorating

TELEPHONE: 01325 308483
MOBILE TEL: 07799 166 555

DRAGON DECORATORS 
All aspects of interior & 
exterior decorating, including 
children’s artwork. Over 20 
years experience. No job too 
small, free estimates. Contact 
Colin on 07952 364 426
A&T TILING Wall and floor 
tiling, professional service 
at competitive rates. Free 
estimates. Tony 07858 755 437
C. A. PLASTERERS 
all plastering work, artex 
skimmed, small jobs, free 
estimates, 01388 721 206
PAINTER & Decorator, over 
30 years experience, free 
estimates. Tel Steve Pearson 
on 319 862 or 07896 917 880
SC PLASTERING - All 
plastering work undertaken, 
very tidy workers. Skimming, 
Rendering, Boarding, Coving. 
For a free quote call Sam on 
07825 650 437.

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Block Paving - Patios

Turfing - Gravelling - Fencing
Tree & Hedges - Roofing

Drainage - Brickwork
Garden Clearances

Lift & Relay Driveways
Power Washing

Mini Digger Hire + more
Free Estimates - Great Rates

01325 321567

07984 817 111
www.landscaper-northeast.co.uk

DJ GARDENING
SERVICES

Gardening

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work

Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking & 

Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432

Mobile: 07765 374 905

LAWNS CUT, Hedges 
Trimmed, Trees & Shrubs Cut 
Back & Tamed - Green Waste 
Removed. Visit us at www.
espropertyservices.co.uk or 
call Ian on 01325 318 269
MARTIN SHIRES garden 
Landscaping Services, Block 
Paving Specialists. Fencing, 
Decking, Patios, Walls, 
Turfing, Hedges. Quality 
guaranteed work. Tel 321 891
ALPINE LANDSCAPES.
Patios, Driveways, Fencing, 
Decking, Gravel, Turfing, 
Walls. All work guaranteed. 
20 years experience, est 10 
years, professional advice. 
www.alpinelandscapes.co.uk - 
contact Alan on 01325 788 116 
or 07974 710 351
CROSSLAND FENCING 
& TREE SERVICES. Tree 
Surgery, Stump Grinding, 
Hedge Cutting, Fencing. Fully 
Insured & Qualified. Free 
Estimates. Tel: 377 755

Fencing
Tree Surgery

Cuts and Trims

Call for a quote
07854 684712

DLRP
FENCING & GARDEN

SPECIALIST

CHRIS McGILL
“Cut Above Tiling”

Kitchen & Bathroom
Tiling Specialist

Free Quotes
All Work Guaranteed

07542 865708
cut above tiling

Highside Road Nursery
Heighington

Tel: 07809 028310

BEDDING
PLANTS

Over 100 Varieties
of Plants

and Shrubs

OPEN 7 DAYS
9.00am - 4.00pm

OPEN ALL 
EASTER 

WEEKEND

R.M.
Fencing & Gardening Services

All outdoor work 
undertaken
Free Quotes

07534 365680

Aerial Installations

 01325 307075

To one room £50

Naylors Aerials

Fully Guaranteed

AERIAL

Free Estimates

Latest 4G aerials used
Same day service available

Add £25Another Room

May 

Special

offer

10%
Discount

Just
Show Advert

 Fuse Box Replacement
 Extra Sockets & Lights
 Landlord Inspections
 Experienced Electrician
 Tidy & Reliable
 Free Quotes & Advice
 OAP Discounts

No Job Too Small
Give Richard a Call

Mobile: 07859 021039
Telephone: 01325 308349

Established 2005

P.H.S
PETER CABLE
Home Maintenance

Any Job Considered:
Gardening • Painting

High Pressure Cleaning
Repairs • Gutters Cleaned

Grass/Hedge Cutting
any Property Maintenance

Free Estimates - No Call Out Charge

01325 317 216 or 
07946 432 901 No Job Too Small

Installation Certificates
PAT Testing

Fuse Board Upgrades
Rewires  |  Lighting

Extra Sockets
Fault Finding
Free Quotes

• EMERGENCY CALL OUTS •
Contact Dave on

Telephone:

07563 088 946

DJW
ELECTRICS

PAINTING, DECORATING, 
Garden Work, Patios, Decking, 
Tidy-ups. No job too small, tel. 
07741 406 282

Former Emmerdale Soap star, John Middleton (right) was in 
Aycliffe this week showing support for the Labour Party and Phil 
Wilson. A number of fans turned out to welcome the actor who 
played Ashley Thomas, a clergyman in the series.

Soap Actor in Aycliffe

Officers from the Cleveland 
and Durham Specialist 
Operations Unit (CDSOU) 
issued a total of 46 fixed penalty 
notices for mobile phone use 
while driving, in a campaign 
which started on Wednesday 
1st March. The week of action 
coincided with new legislation 
that sees anyone caught using 
their mobile phone at the wheel 
issued with a £200 fine and six 
penalty points on their licence. 
The new legislation could have 
a huge effect on new drivers 
in their probationary period. 
The probationary period for 
someone who has just passed 
their driving test is two years. 
In this time if a new driver 
receives six points their licence 
will be revoked.
Of those caught, 23 were 
driving in the Cleveland 
Police area and 23 in County 
Durham and Darlington and 
three people were summonsed 

POLICE PRAISE LISTENING DRIVERS
to court. The number is down 
from when a similar week of 
action took place in January 
where 131 drivers were caught 
(61 in Cleveland and 72 in 
Durham) and two drivers 
summonsed to court.
However, road policing chiefs 
say the relatively low figures 
suggest most motorists are 
taking on board the repeated 
warnings regarding the 
dangers of mobile phone use. 
Inspector Harry Simpson 
from CDSOU, said: “We use 
both marked and unmarked 
cars during our operations 
and all are equipped with on-
board cameras to record any 
offences.
“While I believe the vast 
majority of drivers on our 
roads are behaving sensibly, 
we still caught 49 drivers who 

were putting themselves and 
others at serious risk. These 
people will now have to deal 
with the consequences of their 
actions.
“There are clearly some people 
who feel the law doesn’t apply 
to them. Even though our 
week of action is over they 
will discover our officers are 
making this offence a priority 
and that we have a zero-
tolerance approach.”
 The initiative was in support 
of a national awareness 
campaign and backed up by 
various messages on police 
social media accounts.
Durham Police, Crime and 
Victims’ Commissioner Ron 
Hogg, welcomed the new 
penalties for drivers who use 
a mobile phone whilst driving. 
He said: “I am pleased to see 

No? Well this is what a 
sentence looks like to 
thousands of children across 
the North East of England. 
In the last school year, over 
2,500 children left primary 
school in the North East of 
England unable to read to the 
required level. 
Not being able to read to 
the required level can have 
severe consequences on a 
child’s future, for instance: 
• It is suggested that poor 
readers may be more 
vulnerable to low mood 
(Source)
• Men and women with poor 
literacy are less likely to be 
in full-time employment by 
the age of 30 (source), whilst 
unemployment is thought to 
be one of the main factors 
driving increased access 
to mental health services 
(Source)
• a quarter of all young 
offenders have a reading 
level below that of a 7 year 
old (source) 
• 1 in 5 adults don’t have 
the reading skills to find a 
plumber in the Yellow Pages 
Beanstalk, the national 
children’s literacy charity, 
provides trained reading 
helpers to work in schools to 
ensure that children across 
the North East can leave 
school confident and able 
readers. 
Each Beanstalk reading 
helper supports three 
children and sees each child 
for two 30 minute sessions a 
week, during term-time, for 
three terms. With Beanstalk’s 
support the child’s approach 
to learning and enjoying 
reading is transformed.
Volunteering as a Beanstalk 
reading helper is extremely 
rewarding, makes a lasting 
difference to children’s lives 
and is a great way to give 
something back to your local 
community. 
We currently have a vacancy 
for one afternoon a week in 
Newton Aycliffe. To find 
out more, or to become a 
Beanstalk reading helper, 
call Beanstalk on 01325 
315040 or visit http://www.
beanstalkchar it y.org.uk /
reading-helpers

Cna Yuo 
Rdae 
Tsih?

the results of this campaign, 
and that the number of people 
flouting the law has reduced. 
That being said, there are still 
those who persist on using 

their phones when it is clearly 
illegal to do so. I urge drivers 
to be sensible before they cause 
unnecessary injury, or death, 
on our roads.”
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For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338
waterways@talktalk.net

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs    Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes    Power Flushing

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596

Mobile 07931 591381

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs
Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing
Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

StainKleen
Professional Cleaning Services for Carpets, Upholstery, Rugs

and Leather Cleaning - Tiling and Grout Floor Cleaning
RAPID DRYING - FULLY INSURED

Tel Paul on 01325 493003
Mobile: 07817 573 604   -   Web: www.stainkleen.co.uk

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE REPAIRS

ALL MAKES OF WASHERS
TUMBLERS, MICROWAVES
DISHWASHERS
VACUUM CLEANERS
FRIDGE/FREEZERS
COOKERS
* Free Estimates
* No Call Out Charge
* Appliances Plumbed in

Telephone:  321756

Home Services

The Small Works
Tiling, Plastering
Laminate Flooring
Bathroom Installations
Painting, Landscaping
Fencing, Turfing
and more, just call.
No job too small!

Handyman Services
Call Tim on

01325 321405
07734 357789

“One Call Solves Them All”

Phoenix Carpet Cleaners
Bringing new life to your carpets and upholstery
Fully insured & CRB checked
Stain removal
NHS staff discount
Reliable and efficient
Domestic and commercial
A high quality 7 day service

www.phoenixcarpetcleaners.co.uk

M 07733 804870
T  01325 281597

JPS Domesti c
Appliance Repairs

07789 127923
01325 320747

All makes of Washing Machines,
Tumble Dryers, Dish Washers,

Electric Cookers, Ovens and Hobs

Handyman Service Available

No Job Too Small

Plumbing

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES

• Carpet and 
upholstery cleaning
• Leather cleaning 

and repair
• Pressure washing

• Gutter cleaning 
and repair

• End of tenancy cleans
• Domestic and  

Commercial 
cleaning staff

• Janitorial supplies
• Fully insured

01325 327 087
or 07895 697 115

NC Plumbing Services
All plumbing requirements undertaken

From a drip to a full bathroom refit
Complete bathroom specialist

Full tiling and wall cladding service
Full power flush service - No job too small

Central heating problems repaired

Neil 07882 233219 or 01325 580224
out of hours call out available

Remember to tell 
the advertiser you 
found them in the 

Newton News

Over 40 years’ Experience

Acorn Plumbing & Heating
    •  Boiler Installations
    •  Central Heating
    •  Bathroom Refurbishment
    •  Wet Rooms
    •  Tiling
    •  General Plumbing

Tel: 320409 - Mobile: 07798 860593
www.acornplumbingservices.co.uk

Pest Control

AYCLIFFE PEST 
CONTROL. Domestic, 
Commercial and Industrial. 
Fully trained and insured. 
NPTA member. 30+ years 
experience. Tel: 01325 301 063 
or 07790 732 089. Facebook: 
Aycliffe Pest Control
PROTECH Direct Pest 
Control. Experts in industrial, 
commercial and domestic pest 
control. 16+ years experience, 
fully insured, free quotes. Tel 
01325 310 520 or 07896 848 
856 (24 hours)
D. OLIVER Pest Control, 
domestic or contract. No 
poison used - just humane 
traps. No job too small. Tel 
07756 825 637

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

Tel: 01325 312345
30 Year Old Family Run Business

BOILER & FULL SYSTEM 
REPLACEMENTS

No Deposit, 12 months Interest Free
or Monthly Payments over longer term

St. Cuthberts House
Block 1, Ground Floor
Durham Way North
Aycliffe Business Park
Co. Durham DL5 6DL

VALLEY
WROUGHT IRON

High Quality Gates, Wall
Railings & Garden Fences

Free Estimates and Advice
Experienced Tradesmen

Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Contact Stephen on
07976 554046 anytime

E: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www. valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Iron / Steel

For all Plumbing needs - Mark 07949 018018

• Full Bathroom Installation Service • Toilets/Water Tanks
• Burst Pipes, Blockages and Leaks • Kitchen Sinks and Taps
Anything at all . . . Give me a call, No Job Too Small

Fast, Friendly and Reliable Service
No job too small - All work sensibly priced
24 hour emergency call out with no call out fee
All Work Fully Guaranteed - Normally Same Day Service

GRANGE PLUMBING SERVICES

01388 778556

OPEN 7 

DAYS A 

WEEK

HOUSE PLANS, Extensions 
and Alterations Tel: 01325 300 
646 or 07795 965 670

Plans

CARPET FITTER and vinyl 
flooring specialist. Contact 
Richard  on  07946 435 177
CLEANING ANGELS. 
For all your cleaning needs. 
Commercial cleaning 
available. Domestic, end of 
tenancy, holiday lets, builders 
cabins, oven cleans, ironing 
service available. Competitive 
rates. Find us on Facebook. 
Contact Angela 07518 798 
595
DAVE’S HANDYMAN 
SERVICES gardening, 
painting, flat packs, all types 
of jobs considered. Tel. 01325 
317 325 or 07948 421 061
PROPERTY Maintenance 
& Handyman Services, for a 
friendly & efficient service 
contact us on 01325 318269 
or visit our website at www.
espropertyservices.co.uk We 
are fully insured & always 
happy to help.
A.C.L. WINDOW Cleaning. 
All windows professionally 
hand cleaned. For a quality job 
contact 07749 933934 for a 
free estimate

Roofing

JK ROOFING (Aycliffe)
Aycliffe & Surrounding Areas - From a Tile to a Full Roof

• Felt Roofs • Pointing • Dry Verge, Soffits
• Dry Ridge System • Facias, Guttering
We’ll beat any genuine quote, Free estimates:

Tel: 01325 461 473
Mobile: 07596 801534 or 07562 439455

AYCLIFFE.ROOFING
Chimney Stacks - Slating - Ridge Tiles Replaced - Tiling - Flat Roofs

Pointing - UPVC Facias and Soffi ts - Guttering - Leadwork
Storm Damage - Velux Windows - Recommendations Available

For a Free Estimate Contact James Watson
01325 486099 or 07799 426110

Working with                         - www.ratedroofi ngltd.co.uk

WOODHAM
REMOVALS
01325 313352
07547 433801

“U” STORE Aycliffe Business 
Park. Domestic and Industrial 
storage. Open 6 days a week. 
Large and small containers 
from £12 per week. Tel 01325 
317 716, 07850 646 355
MOVING A THING? Call 
Phil from £14 per hour. Tel 
Aycliffe 07596 179 859
MAN WITH VAN cheap 
removals, house and garage 
clearances. Tel 07860 560 295
DAVID’S REMOVALS Single 
items, part loads, full houses  
and house clearances etc. Fully 
insured, good rates. David on 
07984 817 111 or 01325 321 
567

Acorn Removals
and Deliveries

(MAN AND VAN)

Since 1992
Local and Nati onwide

Tel Tony 300557
07779 890 006

Removals

Full House, Part Load
or Single Items.

Local and National
Storage Available.

01325 319842
or 07736 763702
www.smithsremovals.co.uk

Smiths
removals

07701 359375  or 01325 247364

548094

• Boilers Installed, Repaired and Serviced
• Full Heating Systems

• Wall and Floor Tiling • Showers
Bathroom Refurbs • Electrics

Email: fastflow_heating@yahoo.co.uk
Website: www.fastflowplumbing.com

BUILDERS      07896 046992
ALL BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE WORK

Extensions, Garage Conversions, Porches,
Garden Walls, Patios   -   Free Estimates

CALL NATHAN 07896 046992 (Aycliffe Village)

Jeff Horsley
28 years experience

Full Build of Extensions
Porches, Garages,

Garden Walls, Patios,
Concreting and Re-Pointing

FREE ESTIMATES
Guaranteed Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01325 313939
or 07970 869967

Builders

01388 326039
07960 112 829

98 William Street
Bishop Auckland DL14 8RJ

northeastroofi ng@btinternet.com

www.neroofing.co.uk

Domestic & Commercial 
Roofi ng Specialists 

covering the North East

Dear Sir,
I am starting to wonder if 
‘Honest’ John actually knows the 
meaning of the word honest. His 
letter last week wrongly claimed 
Phil Wilson had lied on his leaflet, 
when in actual fact it was ‘the not 

so honest’ John’s letter which 
was far from truthful. It seems 
that John is the one who is telling 
lies to boost his ego. So, whilst 
‘John’ has decided to indulge in 
the growing trend of alternative 
facts, I have not. So I am setting 

FAR FROM THE TRUTH
the record straight. 
Mr Wilson was right to say the 
vote in Sedgefield won’t affect 
who is in Government. We 
currently have a Labour MP and a 
Tory government. For any chance 
of a Labour government, Labour 

need to win seats from the Tories 
and the SNP. My question is how 
‘strong’ would you want May’s 
government to be? With no one 
to challenge her we could end up 
with a terrible Brexit deal, where 
she does not stick to any of her 
promises, which us tax payers 
would have to pay for. 
This brings me to point number 
two. Mr Wilson has proven 
he is backing the Brexit his 
constituents want. Phil Wilson 
voted to trigger Article 50, to start 
the process of leaving the EU. He 
did this because he listened to 
the majority of his constituents, 
something I am confident he will 
continue to do. I would personally 
rather have someone representing 
me who knows and cares for my 
interests – not someone who will 
simply agree with Theresa May 
regardless of how it badly impacts 
us. 
Finally, Hitachi - Mr Wilson 
never claims to have brought 
Hitachi here on his own. BUT 
he did play a vital role in making 
sure Hitachi was built, and when 
the Conservative government 
wanted the factory to go 
elsewhere, Phil Wilson fought for 
Newton Aycliffe. 
For someone who apparently 
cares about our community it 
is funny that he is endorsing a 
Conservative candidate who by 
her own admission is standing to 
simply support Theresa May. 
In reality though, a Tory 
representative means someone 
who will vote for cuts to our 
NHS, cuts to our police force, a 
continuing social care crisis, cuts 
to tax credits for hard working 
people. Does John really want an 
M.P. that would make life harder 
for the people of Newton Aycliffe? 
If he does he should rethink his 
endorsement of a Tory. 
Finally, as ‘John’ mentions 
expenses, I raise the question, 
why a student from Hull standing 
to be MP for Newton Aycliffe, 
a place she had never heard of 
weeks ago? I highly doubt it is 
because she cares passionately 
about the area. 
Hannah Siddle

LETTER
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CLASSIC WEDDING CARS 
offer a superb collection of 
cars for your special day 
inc lud ing  Rol l s -Royces , 
Bentleys, Jaguars, Beaufords, 
Daimler Limousines and VW 
Campervans. View our cars at 
our Aycliffe showroom. www.
classic-wedding-cars.co.uk 
01325 789291 (Aycliffe) mob 
07721 771113.

Weddings

Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Opticians

Chiropody

CHIROPODY
Mr P. Oliver

BSc (Hons)  -  M.Ch.S
for a Home Visit call

01325 320126

INASPIN ROADSHOW 
Discos for al l  occasions. 
Weddings, birthdays, etc. a 
speciality. State of the Art Light 
Show. Tel 01325 310646 or 
07952 244404
P R O F.  N I N C O M P O O P 
Children’s entertainer making 
bi r thday par t ies  specia l . 
Balloons, magic and tomfoolery, 
midweek discounts. Tel Gary 
on 310646 or 07952 244404. 
Websi te :  www.professor-
nincompoop.com - Facebook: 
Prof Nincompoop

Entertainment

Computers

Aycliffe 
COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification

PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades  -  Data Recovery
Windows 10 Installation

Broadband Installation
Networking  -  Anti Virus

Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

No Call Out Charge Within 
Newton News Circulation area

Contact Rob
01325 310737
07841 867170

aycliffecomputers@googlemail.com

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED 
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER 

BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

ENJOY LEARNING Guitar, 
Bass or Drums at home. 
Tel Roger 01325 321444  - 
Friendly, Experienced, Local.

Tuition

GUITAR 
LESSONS

Acoustic and Classical

Beginners to Advanced

Learn to play fast!

Call Chris 
on 
07771 231 727
morethancovers.info

EYE DREAM Photography 
for weddings, portrait and 
event photography. Telephone: 
07595 023 823 or  email 
paul@eyedreamphotography.
c o . u k  o r  v i s i t  w w w .
eyedreamphotography.co.uk

Photography
BVA Foundation
FREE
Confidential
Post Abortion
Counselling 
available

Telephone:
01642 616077

SAMARITANS - 13 Woodland 
Road, Darlington. We are here 
for you 24 hours a day. Tel: 
Freephone 116123

Personal

ALL LANDLORDS
We need 2, 3, 4 bedroom houses and apartments 

in Newton Aycliffe and surrounding areas 
for our clients on our waiting list.

For further information call

PROPERTY EXCHANGE  ESTATE AGENTS
01325 778775

ARLA registered agent

Accommodation

3 BEDROOM properties 
available to rent in Hawes Place, 
Newton Aycliffe. Please contact 
Lucy on 07826 925 652 for 
further details (please note we 
do not accept DSS).
2  BEDROOM house in 
Mellanby Crescent, call 07882 
440 377
3 BEDROOM semi detached in 
Bates Close with conservatory, 
all modern. £450pcm, £450 
bond. Tel 07976 321 756
PROFESSIONAL ROOMS 
to rent in Newton Aycliffe. 
Contact 07495 661 995
2 BEDROOM house to let in 
Kenny Walk. Call 07519 376 
870
2 BEDROOM terraced house 
to let in Butler Road, Newton 
Aycliffe. Tel 01325 300212 
(office hours)

Bury Guest House
8-10 Bury Road

Newton Aycliffe DL5 5DL

01325 300203

“Aycliffe’s Premier Guest House”

• Self Contained Rooms
• Single or Twin Rooms

• All Bills Included
• Free Wi-Fi

• Good Weekly Rates

Pets

DOG WALKING Daytime, 
half hour sessions £5.50 per 
dog. Years of experience in dog 
handling. Tel 07756 825 637
DOG WALKER. Fully 
insured .. CRB checked. No 
time to walk your dog, going 
on holiday, need your pets 
fed? Contact 07736 332146 for 
further details

Wanted

WANTED Household 
furniture. Tel 07860 560295
WANTED Small/medium 
sized garden pond, no more 
than 30cm deep. Tel 01325 
301692

HAIR DESIGN Experienced 
mobile hairstylist. Reduced 
rates for OAPs. Call Lynn on 
07904 219 997

Hairdressing

DONATIONS needed of Bric-
a-Brac and other good condition 
items for Newton Aycliffe good 
causes. Ring Honest John 316 
630

Public Notice

PALLETS FREE
Collect from 

NEWTON PRESS 
at the 

Blue Bridge Centre 
(goods inward)

please ring the bell

Free

Property To Let
Fenhall Green

3 Bedroom Property
Rent £400
Bond £400

Telephone:
07814 022301

Autos

Stigs Motor Factors
Unit 4 Whitworth Avenue

Oils, Wipers, Filters, Brakes, Clutches,
Suspension, Additives, Car Care, Bulbs,
Batteries, Anti Freeze, Bearings + more

Wiperblade, Bulb + 
Battery fi tting available

OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK

TEL: 01325 316 566
MOBILE car air conditioning 
repairs and gas top ups. Contact 
Dean on 311767 or 07786 998 
413

Tips and advice on tracing your family tree will be available 
at a beginners’ family history course run by Durham County 
Record Office, 
The popular sessions are led by an archivist and also offer an 
introduction to the sources available at the record office. The 
course lasts for three weeks and runs on the following dates:
• Thursday evenings, from 6pm to 8pm – 15, 22 and 29 June
• Friday mornings, from 10am to 12 noon – 16, 23 and 30 June
• Tuesday evenings, from 6pm to 8pm – 12, 19 and 26 
September
• Thursday mornings, from 10am to 12noon – 14, 21 and 28 
September
Dawn Layland, education and outreach archivist, said: “Our 
family history courses offer the chance to get started on your 
family tree and find out about the fantastic resources available 
on your doorstep.”
The course costs £30 for all three sessions. Places must be 
booked in advance by calling 03000 267 626.

Family History Courses

Dear Editor,
They say ‘cometh the hour 
cometh the man’, so I was 
somewhat surprised at Phil 
Wilson and Vince Crosby’s 
letters in the Newton News last 
week distancing themselves 
from the Labour leader, 
referencing their experiences 
on the doorstep.
Since Corbyn became leader 
we now have over one in every 
seventy people in the UK as 
members of the Labour Party. 
Six months into his leadership 
we had climbed the polls 
and were neck and neck with 
the Tories, sadly the badly 
judged leadership coup sent 
us plummeting down the polls 
again, but a few short weeks 
into the election campaign we 
have rapidly climbed back up, 
more than halving the Tory 
lead as people get to see the 
real Jeremy Corbyn, not the 
false persona created by the 
press, based on smears, spin 
and untruths.
This man has proved to be a 
steadfast and principled leader, 
one who has shaken up UK 
politics and speaks sometimes 
difficult truths, not sound 
bites, refreshingly talking 
to the electorate like adults 
to be trusted, not children. 
A leader who has arrived in 
this position due to his great 

passion to serve the people and 
fight injustice, and not through 
personal ambition.
I have found that the vast 
majority of the people I have 
talked to in the community 
back Corbyn and Labour’s 
radical and costed manifesto, 
so I hope those people who 
Phil and Vince refer to will 
think again and take the time 
to listen directly to Corbyn 
when he speaks either on the 
TV or social media to get a real 
perception of the man and not 
the perception fed to them by 
those that seek to undermine 
him.
All this aside, whether you vote 
Labour due to Phil’s excellent 
record and service as a local 
MP, or because of Corbyn 
and his new type of politics 
of putting people first above 
corporate interests, we all have 
more in common than divides 
us, and all want a better life for 
ourselves and our children. The 
priority is getting a Labour led 
government that WILL change 
the lives of the many, not the 
few, for the better.
The hour is now, the man is 
here, this opportunity for real 
change may not come again for 
a generation. Join us in making 
the change, Vote Labour on 
June 8th.
Kathryn Beetham.

See the ‘Real’ Corbyn

Greenfield Arts invites you to 
preview our latest exhibition 
by Greenfield Community 
College GCSE students on 
Wednesday 28th June 6pm 
to 8pm. 
Showcasing the fantastic 
work of students studying 
for GCSEs in Visual Arts 
at Greenfield Community 
College – including 
sculpture, photography and 
graphics. This is a brilliant 
opportunity for students 
to see their creative work 
in a professional gallery 
environment as well as a 
chance for staff to highlight 
their skills and praise their 
achievements.
As part of a wider initiative 
to engage young people in the 
gallery, we will be hosting 
free interactive workshops 
enabling students a place 
to voice their opinion about 
how they would like to 
use the gallery space. This 
will occur in the lead up 
to the GCSE show, which 
opens on Thursday 29th 
June, and inform part of a 
secondary exhibition curated 
by Greenfield Community 
College students, open 
from Monday 17th July – 
Wednesday 26th July.
Greenfield Arts has been 
working with five year 11 art 
students to better understand 
what it is students would 
like from the gallery and the 
opportunities it offers. It has 
therefore been a very organic 
process, with students 
having space to see art, 
experience art workshops, 
deliver workshops and share 
information with other 
students. 
As a result of this process, 
the students have given 
themselves the task of 
curating one final exhibition 
as part of their GCSE year, 
offering graduate and 
aspiring artists a professional 
space to exhibit, something 
that is very hard to come by.
For more information on 
any of the information here, 

check out the website www.
greenfield-arts.co.uk or speak 
with one of our lovely team 
members on 01325 379048 or 

GREENFIELD EXHIBITION 
OF STUDENT GCSE ART

Directors Gillian Ramsey and brother-in-law Ian Ramsey with 
Gillian’s son. Elliott (left).

Ramsey’s Garage on St. Cuthbert’s Way have seen a marked 
interest in MOT appointments since announcing they were 
donating part of their fee to the MRI Scanners Appeal for 
Darlington and Bishop Auckland Hospitals. If you wish to book 
your car in please ring 01325 300200.

MOT Bookings Help 
MRI Scanner Appeal

Durham County Council is 
appealing to people to consider 
becoming foster carers, as one 
new child every day comes 
into care in need of a loving 
home.

One Child Every Day Needs 
a Caring Foster Home

The appeal comes as Foster 
Care Fortnight continues, 
a national initiative to raise 
awareness about fostering and 
the rewards it can offer those 
willing to open their homes 
and their hearts to children 
who are in desperate need.
One of Durham County 
Council’s former foster 
children, Brandon, is sharing 
his story to show what a 
difference fostering can make 
to the life of a young person.
Brandon was just eight when 
he and his six brothers were 
taken into care, he said: “When 
we lived at home there wasn’t 
much money free to spend on 
us kids, but I remember my 
mam used to go out and buy big 
oranges for us. She’d cut them 
up into sections and we would 
devour them; it was a real treat 
having oranges then…I still 
love them now.”
Brandon and his brothers 
couldn’t be placed together and 
he went on his own to a short-
term placement, he explained: 
“They were an older couple, 
more like grandparents to 
me, they were really kind and 
caring but I was scared, I was 
on my own and I was lonely, I 
used to just sit and cry. It took 
me about two years to realise 
this was what life was for me 
now, that I wasn’t going back 
home and I just had to learn to 
accept it.”
Brandon was later fostered 
into a permanent placement, 
but after around five years the 
placement broke down and he 
was taken into a new foster 
family, with Chris and Leanne 
Coulson who were already 
foster carers with Durham 
County Council. 
Brandon said: “Moving in with 
them was like turning over a 
new leaf for me, they treated 
me like a young adult and gave 
me freedom (so long as I didn’t 
go mad!) to make my own 

choices and my own mistakes, 
I’d never had that before and 
it just felt like a fresh start, 
like I could finally be myself 
instead of trying to be the way 
someone else wanted me to 
be.”
Now Brandon has reconnected 
with his birth mother and some 
of his brothers but has chosen 
to stay on with his foster 
parents as part of the “Staying 
Put” programme. “Why would 
I not want to stay here?” he 
says “This is my home and 
Chris and Leanne chose to 
take me on when I was what 
some people would describe as 
a ‘difficult teenager’ they gave 
me a new chance.”
With his future looking bright, 
Brandon is hoping to train 
as a mechanic, but also has 
ideas of what he wants for his 
own family life in the future: 
“I want to meet someone and 
have a family of my own but 
then I definitely want to foster 
after that.
“Fostering’s a journey for 
everyone involved. It isn’t 
a straight road, there are 
roundabouts and turnings 
in the road but I think if you 
can let a child make mistakes, 
guide them along the way, help 
them to develop and give them 
that chance they deserve, then 
you can be a foster carer.
“Being fostered changed 
my life – it made a massive 
difference to me. I used to 
bunk off school all the time 
and when I was home us older 
kids would have to look after 
the little ones because my 
mum was too ill to do it. Once 
I was fostered I got back on the 
right track and I want to give 
someone else that kind of new 
chance at life when I’m older.”
If you could open your home 
and heart to a child in need, 
then the fostering team wants 
to hear from you. Please get in 
touch on 03000 269 400 or visit 
www.durham.gov.uk/fostering 
for more information.

Could you help children taken into Care? info@greenfield-arts.co.uk. 
Gallery Opening Times: 
Monday - Thursday 10am - 
9pm and Friday 10am - 4pm.
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Advertise in this
section from
15p per word
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Greenfield Arts are thrilled to 
have been chosen as a venue 
for an inspirational one-day 
conference which forms part 
of an exciting initiative being 
led by Writer’s Block North 
East.   The conference, which 
includes workshops and guest 
speakers will be held in the 
creatively designed Studio 2.
Writer’s Block have selected 
a group of up-and-coming 
writers to take part in a 
nine month development 
programme where they will 
benefit from one-to-one 
mentoring, workshops and 
expert advice leading to the 
opportunity to showcase their 
talents to literary agents and 
industry professionals.
Greenfield Arts are delighted 
to play a part in such an 
innovative venture and are 
looking forward to hosting 
what should prove to be an 
enjoyable and fruitful day.  
The is the second year that 
Greenfield Arts has been 
chosen for the Conference, 
Laura Degnan, Director of 
Writer’s Block is also looking 
forward to returning to the 
venue  “The conference room 
is large, bright and spacious 
and suited our needs perfectly. 
It’s quiet and private, with 
good facilities” said Laura.
Greenfield has also been 
nurturing their own budding 
authors through their popular 
creative writing masterclass.  
The next session, which is led 
by respected author John Dean 
will be held on Thursday 15th 
June from 6 pm – 8 pm and 

Greenfield Arts Host 
Writer’s Conference

costs just £5, why not come 
along and learn how to create 
characters, plot stories and 
embark on your very own 
novel!
If you are interested in hiring 
our conference facilities or 
want to know a bit more about 
our Learning Programme why 
not check out our website on 
www.greenfield-arts.co.uk or 
give our friendly team a call on 
01325 379048.

Dear Sir,
I fully support Honest John’s 
letter in Newton News as I am 
also from a mining village, and 
worked in the mine on leaving 
school. Both my parents and 
grandparents were members of 
the Labour Party, a different 
Labour Party then, in the 50’s. 
I am of the opinion that a lot of 
people who vote Labour today 
only do so because their parents 
and grandparents did. 
Theresa May and her 
government are the best option 
to see us through the Brexit 
negotiations and she will make 
Britain great again, as Margaret 
Thatcher did when she had to get 
us out of the mess Labour left 
the Country in at the start of the 
80’s. 
Labour even left a note for the 
in-coming Chancellor which 
read, THERE’S NO MONEY 
LEFT. Theresa May tells us how 
it is and how she will guide the 
country back to prosperity. She 
may stand on a few toes along 
the way, but that’s life. There 
have always been haves and 
have nots, clever kids and not so 
clever kids, regardless of what 

CORBYN says, he will never 
alter that. 
All he offers is free this and 
free that, more for Police and 
more money thrown at the NHS, 
where does all this money come 
from?  Rob the rich to give to the 
poor - a man did that years ago, 
he wore a green suit and lived in 
Sherwood Forest - it just does 
not work. 
It’s only right to stop the heating 
allowance and put that money 
to better use. Those who are 
in need of it will continue to 
receive it. With regards to the 
2.5% pension increase, or triple 
lock as its called, I spoke to some 
pensioners and they did not 
know what I was talking about. 
If it is stopped this year the state 
pension will still be more than 
2.5% because Consumer Price 
Index is running at 2.7% and that 
will be the increase. 
By voting Labour on June 8th 
you are voting to put a man in 
10 Downing St. who appears to 
have no loyalty or love for this 
country or its monarchy, and 
I fear we will take a big step 
backwards.
Name & address supplied

Make Britain Great

Bonny and Clyde Cunningham

Golden Wedding AnniversaryCongratulations Mam and Dad on your Golden Wedding
Anniversary on 1st January 2011. With all our love forever,
Sons, Daughters, Grandchildren and Great Grandchildren

Alice Springs

Happy 21st Birthday
10-10-10

to our beautiful Daughter on 

your 21st birthday. Lots of 

love from Mam & Dad xxx

Let them know you are thinking about them
with a PhotoAd in the Newton News
Photoads and all other personal advertising can be placed at one of our agents:
YOUNGS NEWSAGENTS (Town Centre)
DON WALKERS (Simpasturegate)
or our office at: NEWTON PRESS (Aycliffe Business Park)
Adverts can also be placed online at www.newtonnewsads.co.uk
or via email directly to paul@newtonnews.co.uk

SMALL PHOTOAD £15.00 (Photo and up to 20 words)

LARGE PHOTOAD £25.00 (Photo and up to 30 words)
Extras words are charged at 15p per word. Photographs can be collected from Newton Press offices after 
publication and are held on file for six months. Please ensure all copy is written clearly.

Remember, we onlycharge 15p per word for Personal Lineage advertisements and 20p per 
word for Business Ads(boxes are extra)

PhotoAds are suitable for
any announcement and are

preserved forever on our website
www.newtonnews.co.uk

We are currently working on an
archive site which will bring you

ALL the past issues of the Newton
News as far back as 1948!

Congratulations

For Sale
RENT a washing machine only 
£3.99 per week, no deposit, fully 
maintained. Bargain Buys, Shafto 
Way, 01325 321 678
“ALL SORTS” Charity Shop 
at the side of St. Clare’s Church 
is open 10am to 1pm every 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. 
On sale is a huge selection of 
bric-a-brac, toys, household 
goods, jewellery, electrical goods 
. . . the list is endless. All items 
are perfect and at low prices. 
All money raised will continue 
to be given to good causes. All 
Sorts is a charitable project run 
and funded solely by Godfrey 
Bennett.
LARGE cage, in good order with 
matching stand. Bargain price 
£50 only. Tel 01325 321403
CAR TYRES (on wheels) from 
Citroen C3, 185x60x15, 4 off, as 
new (used). Haynes manual C3); 
Timing belt (new for C3). £70 the 
lot. Tel 01325 321403
CAR battery, brand new, £25. Tel 
01325 321403
FORD FOCUS  tow bar, 
complete, used, but as new. £100. 
Tel 01325 321403
BRAND NEW double divan 
with quilted Damask mattress, 
can arrange delivery, £120. Tel 
07789 113343

Obituary

In Memoriam

Birthday 
RemembranceThank You

Cole Longstaff

4th June 2004
Happy 13th Birthday

Love you loads, from Mam, 
Dad, Mason, Mckenna and 
Lewy xxx

Happy 13th Birthday
to my Big Lad. Love you 
all the world. Mother and 
Michael xxx

Happy Birthday Cole
“Handsome Boy”

Love from Grandma, 
Grandad, Uncle Wayne, 
Auntie Karen and Nanna 
Connie

Lee Smith

3rd June

It’s been ten long years 
since you left us Lee. But 
the pain is still too fresh. 
You are in our hearts and 
minds always and we will 
love and miss you forever.

Greatest love.
Mam and Dad

SHAUN Happy 50th birthday. 
Love you. Have a good weekend. 
Lisa and Ralf xxx
HAPPY 50th birthday Shaun. 
Love from Kath x
HAPPY 50th birthday Shaun, 
have a good one. Katie and 
Chris x
HAPPY birthday Shaun. Love, 
Lewis
HAPPY birthday Grandad. Love, 
Skyla and Penny xx
HAPPY 50th birthday Dad. 
Love, Naomi and Kurt xx

JOYCE LEDGER passed away 
5/06/2016. Beautiful memories 
treasured forever of the love and 
happiness we shared together. In 
our hearts always, missed and 
loved by John, Melanie, Alyson 
and Andrew.
NORMAN HOLDSWORTH 
A much loved Husband and 
Father, died 9th June 2016. 
Remembering you is easy, we do 
it every day. It’s the heartache of 
losing you, that never goes away. 
Loved always, Wife Margaret 
and all the family
ADA HUTSON 4/4/1927-
5/6/2007. Because you are 
always thought about in such a 
special way, because you always 
did so much to brighten up each 
day. And because you cared for 
others selflessly your whole life 
through, we say a little prayer 
each day especially for you. 
That Heaven will protect you 
and will somehow let you know, 
that Mam you meant so much 
to us and that we miss you so. 
And that we’ll think about you 
as we travel on life’s way and 
keep you safe within our hearts 
forever and a day. Your loving 
family xxxx
J O E  C A R R U T H E R S 
03/10/36- 04/06/2012. 5 years 
since we lost you and not a day 
goes by when we don’t think 
of you. We miss you so much 
because we loved you so much. 
Jean and family
LORNA ROBERTS 1.6.2013.
Your presence I miss. Your 
memory I treasure. Loving you 
always. Forgetting you never. 
Miss you Mam. Love, Beverly 
and family x
PHILIP JOSS 7th June 2015. 
I wait for footsteps, that I know 
will never come. Fix a meal for 
two, but the table set for one. 
Always in my thoughts, forever 
in my heart. Lydia xx

WE WOULD like to say a 
big thank you to all friends, 
neighbours and teachers for all 
the cards, gifts and good wishes 
for our Daughter Laura, after she 
was injured in the Manchester 
Arena attack. Garry and Jana 
Anderson

GEORGE H. ALDER of 
Newton Aycliffe, peacefully 
on 24th May, aged 91 years. 
A much loved Dad, Grandad, 
Great Grandad and Great 
Great Grandad. Family and 
friends please meet for Service 
at Wear Valley Crematorium 
(Coundon) on Monday 5th 
June for 11.00am. Family 
flowers only, donations in lieu 
to G.N.A.A.
SYD HUTCHINSON of 
St. Clare’s Court, formally 
of Macmillan Road, Newton 
Aycliffe. Passed away 
peacefully on 29th May, aged 
91 years. Devoted Husband 
of the late Mabel Hutchinson. 
Greatly loved and adored by all 
his family. Family and friends 
please meet for a Service at 
Wear Valley Crematorium on 
Friday 9th June for 11.00am. 
Followed by refreshments at 
Woodham Golf Club.

JOE ROBERTS 1.6.1922. 
Another birthday has come 
around, and there’s nothing I 
can do. But sit for a while and 
picture your smile, just like I 
always do. Happy Birthday Dad. 
Love, Beverly and family  x

Patrick Flynn

6th June
Happy 70th Birthday

wishes to my wonderful 
Husband Pat. All my love 
always, Sandy xx
Happy 70th Birthday Dad
Love from all your family 
xxxx

Martin and Tracey Hughes

25th Wedding Anniversary 
Congratulations on your 25th Wedding Anniversary.

From Mam, Dad, Tim, Sophie and Katie

Advertise in this
section from
15p per word

In a recent poll of almost 300 
learner drivers conducted by 
Marmalade, the specialist 
telematics insurer for young 
drivers, 54 percent of 
respondents said that they 
should be allowed to practice 
motorway driving before 
their test.  
While learner drivers are 
expected to theoretically 
understand how to safely 
drive on motorways, they 
currently don’t obtain any 
practical experience before 
passing their tests.  This 
December, changes to the law 
mean that learners will have 
the option to take a motorway 
lesson when accompanied 

by a fully qualified approved 
driving instructor. While this 
is a welcome change to the 
curriculum, Marmalade CEO 
Crispin Moger fears that it 
isn’t enough.
Moger said: “Our research 
and experience talking to 
young drivers suggest that 
driving tests aren’t properly 
equipping new drivers to 
handle today’s busy roads. 
All too often, drivers are 
taught to pass the test and not 
to drive in real-life situations. 
So much more could be done 
to teach young drivers to look 
further ahead and anticipate.”
Motorways are the safest 
roads in Britain, with only 6 
percent of all fatal accidents 
occurring on them. However, 
many newly qualified drivers 
still are too scared to drive 
on motorways. This results 
in them spending more time 
on rural roads. With narrow 
lanes, blind corners and slow-
moving vehicles, these can 
be far more dangerous than 
the motorway: according 
to information published 
on GOV.UK, 80 percent of 
young driver fatalities occur 
on rural roads.  
Moger added: “More needs 
to be done to ensure those 
passing their test are fit to 
drive in realistic conditions. 
They should be taught to 
handle corners properly on 
country roads and what to do 
if they skid. Sadly too many 
young drivers are killed or 
injured because they do not 
have the skills and experience 
to drive.” 

LEARNERS WANT 
MORE REALISTIC 

DRIVING EXPERIENCE
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Free Delivery on Orders £10+
10% Off Collections

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

Bengal..Lounge

OPEN
NEW YEARS EVE
FROM 4.30pm

BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £9.95

Available Wednesday & Thursday
• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad

• Any Appetiser   • Any Main Course
• Any Rice or Nan

(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions applyTA
KE

 A
W

AY

THALI NIGHT
TUESDAY NIGHTS ONLY
ONLY £10.95

DINE INVALENTINES
BOOKINGS
Now Accepted

Mother’s Day Special
Sunday 6th March
£11.95 - Book your table now

DINE INDINE IN

WEDNESDAY
& SUNDAY

BANQUET SPECIAL

ONLY £9.95

Cash 4 Clothes
40p PER KILO

07535 076287
• We Call
• We Weigh
• We Pay
• At a time to suit you

Bargain Buys
Factory Clearance Warehouse

Unit 23, Northfield Way
Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6EJ

01325 301916

BARGAIN BUYS
Shafto Way, Newton Aycliffe DL5 5QN

01325 321678

BUY NOW PAY LATER 0% APR  (subject to status)

don’t forget we do carpets and beds

Barton Street, Albert Hill, Darlington DL1 2LP
(Next to Darlington Timber Supply)

Telephone: 01325 362879

Showroom Now Open
An outstanding range of  � replaces.
Manufactured in Newton Aycli� e.

Visit our new showroom today.

Specialists in Electric Fires

Tuesday 4th July, 8.30am-5.30pm
Don’t miss out on our

Spectacular Savings and Exclusive Off ers

Available for One Day Only
OUR DOORS ARE OPEN TO THE TRADE AND PUBLIC

COME ON DOWN AND MEET OUR SUPPLIERS

PURCHASE ON THE DAY
TO BE ENTERED INTO
A PRIZE DRAW!!

THE BIG TRADE DAY EVENT

WELDING SUPPLIES NOW AVAILABLE

WELDING SUPPLIES NOW AVAILABLE
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Newton Aycliffe Cricket 
Club’s 1st team, sponsored 
by Franks the Flooring Store, 
had a very disappointing 
seven wicket defeat at home 
to Stokesley 2nd XI in the 
NYSD 2nd division. Asked 
to bat first Aycliffe scored a 
below par 160 all out after 46 
overs. The main contributions 
coming from Chris Palmer 
(sponsored by Vanila Design 
& Print), who scored 35 and 
Tom Wickins (20 runs) and 
Graham Telford (19 runs). 
The visitors romped home to 
victory after only 20.4 overs 
despite decent bowling from 
Michael Howe (2 for 44) and 

Jack Slatcher (1 for 40).
Aycliffe’s first team had an 
impressive seven wicket 
victory at home to Rockliffe 
Park 1st XI in the quarter 
final of the Brunton Cup 
thanks to an outstanding all 
round performance from 
Michael Howe. Rockliffe 
were restricted to 106 for 6 
in their 20 overs, with Howe 
taking three wickets for only 
16 runs. In reply the talented 
all rounder then smashed a 
season’s best 59 off just 37 
balls, with four boundaries 
and four big sixes as Aycliffe 
reached their winning target 
from just 16 overs. The first 
team now entertain Bishop 
Auckland 1st XI in the semi 
final on Friday 9th June.
The second team battled 
to a winning draw away at 
Saltburn 2nd XI in the NYSD 
4th division and set a couple of 
new second team club batting 
records in a run laden game. 
Asked to bat first the second 
team scored the highest score 
in their history, setting a new 
land mark total of 275 all out 
from their 50 overs. Dave 
Wright lead the run spree with 
a fantastic innings of 98 from 
just 101 balls, which included 
12 boundaries and three sixes, 
Elliott Holt supported well 
with 28 runs and Ryan Patrick 
also batted well scoring 27. 
In reply, Saltburn were also 
amongst the runs, finishing 
their innings with 235 for 7 
after 50 overs to help set a 
new Aycliffe 2nd team match 
aggregate runs total of 510.
The under 15’s team 
unsurprisingly lost away 
at a very strong Darlington 
team that had a number of 
County players in their ranks. 
However there were some 
good individual performances 
from the Aycliffe team, 
particularly from wicket 
keeper Joe Bowsher, who had 
an excellent game behind the 
stumps and Kyle Cuthbertson, 
who batted really well.
The u13’s lost heavily away 
at Richmond by 92 runs, but 
there were some positives that 
came out of the game as Josh 
Imerson and Harry Wright 
batted well and both scored 
11 runs. Leo Mercy deserved 
credit too for volunteering to 
take over as wicket keeper 
at very short notice after the 
regular stumper came down 
ill during the game.
The under 11’s lost at home 
to Darlington despite some 
outstanding bowling from 
Brandon Grant who took 
three wickets for seven runs.

CRICKET 
SCOREBOARD

On Friday 19th May 
students from Kim 
Chung Do Kwan, flew to 
Versailles to represent the 
Mudo Academy of Great 
Britain and Chungdokwan 
UK at the Challenge 
International Mudo as part 
of a weekend of celebration 
and competition to mark 
the 20th anniversary of the 
World Mudo Academy. 
The team was lead by 
Master Ron Brennan, 9th 
Dan, Chief Instructor of the 
Mudo Academy of Great 
Britain. Also in attendance 
were Master Arthur Boyle, 
Master Sandra Roscher, 
and Newtonians Emma 
Dunn, Matthew Thompson 
and Lorraine Thompson.
The hard work and 
preparation paid off for 
the team and  in spite of a 
high level of competition, 
they returned with 2 gold 
medals and 2 silver. The 
inspiring weekend also saw 
a range of demonstrations 
from the French teams in 
addition to a very special 
demonstration from 
Master Cheon who was 
flown over especially for 
the event.
The Mudo Academy 
of Great Britain and 
Chungdokwan UK would 
like to thank our wonderful 
hosts. To learn more about 
the Mudo Academy visit 
www.mudoacademygb.
com.  
Practising the real Martial 
Art is excellent for the 
improvement of mental 
and physical health. For 
anyone who wants to 
get involved come along 

AYCLIFFE MARTIAL ARTS 
STUDENTS IN FRANCE

to one of our classes or 
contact us on 07775 333 
168. Alternatively visit 

The club had a very successful 
end to the month in regards to 
results. At the Nottingham 
Sprint Triathlon held on 
Saturday the 20th May, 
Tracey Warrior finished the 
race in a time of 1:28:02, an 
excellent 8th in her age group, 
206th overall; Stuart Rimmer 
also finished 8th in his age 
group in a time of 1:16:03, 

AYCLIFFE TRI CLUB NEWS
68th overall. The day after, 
Jez Ladbury competed in the 
Phoenix Sprint triathlon at 
Ragley Hall in Warwickshire, 
finishing the race in a brilliant 
5th in his age group in a time 
of 1:32:00, 68th overall. 
In Southport that Sunday, 
Melanie Rowland was hoping 
to qualify for the European 
Sprint Championships. 

Susan Brown

us at kimchungdo.uk or 
on Facebook, Twitter or 
Instagram.

She crossed the line in a 
time of 1:23:38, 7th in her 
age group, 49th female, 
221st overall, qualification 
pending. Saving the best 
until last, on May 27th in the 
Strathclyde Country Park, 
Susan Brown was hoping 
to qualify for Europe in the 
British Age Group Sprint 
Triathlon Championships. 
With a finishing time of 
1:14:40, an amazing first in 
her age group, there was no 
need to wait for qualification 
confirmation. She was really 
pleased with the result as she 
wasn’t expecting a podium 
position, she just wanted to 
qualify.


