
     Telephone: 01325 789589
OPENING TIMES: 8.30am-5.30pm Monday-Friday

8.30am-1.00pm Saturday
SPECIALISTS IN NEW TYRES

Servicing, MoT’s, Exhausts, Batteries, Brakes, Clutches,
Suspensions, Welding, Timing Belts and Diagnostics

ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN
No Job Too Big or Small, Give our Friendly Team a Call

Unit E460F Woodham Road, Aycliffe Business Park
Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 6HT

01325 789589  -  Email: ayc-auto@hotmail.com

Make Life easier on your loved ones from 
only 65p per day with a funeral plan

f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e

T: 01325 318600 (24hr)
Surtees House  Hilton Road  Newton Aycliffe  DL5 6EN

LOW PRICES ON NEW
• Doors • Windows • Conservatories •
• Porches • Guttering • Facias •
• Soffits • Brickwork • Door Canopies •

We also complete all aspects of
repair work on:  • Misted Units •
• Broken Locks • Leaks •

For a sensible, no obligation quotation
07816 675935 anytime or 304286 after 6pm

THE WINDOW GUYTHE WINDOW GUY
DOOR
SALE

NOW ON

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you though those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

Cobblers Hall Village Centre
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

Tel: (01325) 319519

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

Bengal Lounge

THALI NIGHT
TUESDAY NIGHTS ONLY
ONLY £10.95

DINE IN

FeastLand
MEALS ON WHEELS

8 Bury Road
01325 300203

SUNDAY
LUNCH

£5.50 Delivered
11am to 1pm
Prebook your Sunday Lunch

Call Ian or Lesley on

01325 300203
www.FeastLand.co.uk

FREE Measure and Fitting
“buy direct from the factory and save ££££s”

SPECIAL!!! Call before noon, Monday to 
Friday for same day appointment
Next Day Fitting of Vertical Blinds

Phone Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive,

Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AU
www.siestablinds.com

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Newton Press, Blue Bridge Centre, St. Cuthbert’s Way, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6DS   •   Tel: (01325) 300212
Editor: syd@newtonnews.co.uk    -    Advertising: paul@newtonnews.co.uk

Incorporating “The Newtonian” - Aycliffe & District Community Newspaper
www.newtonnews.co.uk  -  ‘Number 1 Website For Local News’

First Published in 1948 and still FREE

 
Week Ending 19th May 2017

Scooters from £295

Adjustable Beds from £595
• Wheelchairs, Bath Lifts and Stair Lifts
• No Obligation, FREE Home Demonstration
• Service and Repair service (at your home)

Lift Recline Chairs from £495

M.V. MOBILITY
MOBILE SHOWROOM

Part exchange welcome, written details on request, accept all major credit cards

Call Michael on
01325 931032

or 0191 484 6172
Established 2003

Bedroom
Image

Sliding Wardrobes
Manufactured in our Newton Aycliffe Factory

www.bedrooomimage.co.uk
Visit our new studio at:

24 Cockerton Green, Darlington DL3 9EU

Telephone (01325) 464100
or

Middlesbrough and Washington
Telephone 0191 417 9174

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

Fault Finding / Repairs Qualifi ed Electrician
Extra Lights and Sockets Reliable Service
New Fuse Boards / Alarms Tidy Work
Rewires   Free Quote
Landlord Inspections  Satisfaction Guaranteed

HAIR   •   BEAUTY   •   TANNING   •   TONING

5 Cobblers Hall - Tel: 308860 (Free Car Parking)
9 Main Street, Ferryhill - Tel: 01740 652006

The Worx Hair               theworxhairbeautytanning                The Worx HairBeauty
Beauty Tanning

Russian 3D Semi Permanent Lashes £35
Last the full growth cycle of your lash
Infills required every 2-3 weeks £18

Book with our lash specialist Keeley
Aycliffe 01325 308860 - Ferryhill 01740 652006

Wood & Laminate Flooring
Timber Doors & Rugs

HUGE SHOWROOM
171 Northgate Darlington DL1 1UB

01325 286032
www.thewoodfl oor.co.uk

Gestamp Tallent Holds 
Family Open Day

Robot Sweety Dispenser was very popular

Our local Car Parts 
Manufacturer held 
a Family Open Day 
last Saturday which 
included lots of fun and 
activities for children.
The company went to a lot of 
trouble and expense to ensure 
everyone had an interesting 
and exciting time including a 
tour of the plant which was a 
real eye opener.
Robotics are a big part of 
the manufacturing process 
at Gestamp and one popular 
item for children was the 
sweety dispenser using a 
robot. There was a choice of 
sweets on an electronic pad 
which when pressed put the 
robot into action dropping 
sweets into a plastic cup 
which fascinated the long 
line of people as they queued 
for their treat.
There was a Grand Prize 
Draw and Quiz, free for all 
who attended, with a valuable 
prize to be won. Other treats 
included free refreshments 
with coffee, tea, hot and cold 
food, pie and peas, hot dogs 
etc. 
The families were entertained 
by a magician with DJ music. 
They also enjoyed crafts 
and a raffle in aid of charity. 
Mini Fork Lifts was another 
popular attraction for the 
children who tried their hand 

at stacking storage boxes.
Local Photographers “Eye 
Dream”  were on site taking 
family shots to help them 
remember this special day 
and everyone went home 
with a goody bag.
More photos on page 6.

Family touring the plant
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THE TURBINIA
* Saturday Night Live *

The Very Best of Rock  -  NO Cover Charge (unless stated)

Saturday 20th May - “Riff Raff”
An evening of AC/DC 

Band Quote - “We play AC/DC.....we’re not look alike.....we just love the music and want to pass 
that on to other folks who love it too! Come along and enjoy a night of classic rock mixed with a few 
beers....always a winning combo”.
A TOP, TOP, quality band whose future gigs include “ROCK LEGENDS” at the O2 ACADEMY. 

Saturday 27th May - T.B.A.
Sunday 28th May - T.B.A.

4pm - £3cc

For more information on bands go to

www.turbiniapub.co.uk or 313034
Free Function Room - Free Disco/Karaoke

FOOD SERVED ALL DAY
Locally sourced fresh food and a good range of cask ales

Lunch and Teati me Menu
Monday to Thursday 12-6.00pm  |  Friday & Saturday 12-5.00pm

OAP Menu Monday to Saturday 12-3.00pm

George & Dragon
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday

4.00pm to 6.00pm
2-4-1 Meals on Specials Menu

(cheapest meal FREE)

SPECIALS MENU MONDAY NIGHT
Two dine for £20.00

TUESDAY - TWO DINE FOR £25.00
Choose from our “Specials” menu

WEDNESDAY - PIE NIGHT
6.00pm-9.00pm - choice of 4 homemade pies 

served with mushy peas, chips and salad

THURSDAY - GRILL NIGHT
6.00pm-9.00pm - mix and match any 2 meals from the

grill menu and receive a free bott le of house wine
All our steaks are 10oz or over!

Check out our “Steak of the Week Off er” on Facebook

SUNDAY LUNCH
12noon-6.00pm - Bookings advisable

LIVE MUSIC TWICE A MONTH
Call to see when our next Music Event is on

George & Dragon
4 East Green, Heighington - Tel: 01325 313152

www.georgeanddragonheighingtonvillage.co.uk

the
Inn and Dining

Bay Horse

West Green, Heighington - 01325 312312
www.bayhorseheighington.co.uk

Our Famous Steak Offer
Select your steak cut from our butchers
counter, then watch it being cooked to
your liking on our in house monitors

Blue Plate Menu
Monday-Friday 12-6pm  |  Saturday 12-3pm

Monday
2 FOR 1

on our boards menu 
served 

5pm-9pm

Wednesday
2 x 8oz Steaks
PLUS a bottle
House Wine

£30.00

SUNDAY LUNCH
Served from 12noon to 5.00pm

1 course from £7.25
2 courses £10
3 courses £12

The Bright Water walking 
group invites readers to join 
them on local walks.
The first walk starts at Aycliffe 
Village and takes in Heworth 
and Preston le Skerne deserted 
medieval villages (5.5 miles). 
This walk starts at 1:30pm on 
Sunday 21st May.
The second walk starts at the 
Oakleaf sports complex and is 
the Great Aycliffe Way walk 
(6 miles). This walk starts at 
11am on Sunday 25th June.
Both walks are free of charge 
to attend, dog and children 
are welcome and they will be 
led by Great Aycliffe Town 
Councillor Ian Gray.
See advert for contact details 
on Page 4.

Guided Walks
in Aycliffe

The popular Meccano Magic 
event returns to Locomotion: 
The National Railway Museum 
at Shildon for Sunday May 
28 & Monday May 29. This 
annual event, organised by the 
North East Meccano Society, 
features fantastic displays of 
models made with Meccano, 
the popular construction toy.
Meccano is one of the oldest 
construction toys in the world. 
It was invented in England by 
Frank Hornby in 1898, when 
he created a system of reusable 
metal strips, plates and wheels 
connected with nuts and bolts 
for his two sons to play with. 
For more than 100 years, young 
and old alike have used the 
Meccano system for creations 
from simple buildings to high 
tech robotics programming.
The Meccano Magic event at 
Locomotion: The National 
Railway Museum at Shildon 
will feature a wide range of 
static, mechanised and remote 
controlled Meccano models 
made by North East Meccano 
Society members. Plus there 
will be a hands-on area where 

younger visitors can have a 
go at creating models using a 
plastic Meccano system.
Steam train rides will also be 
available throughout the event 
behind Furness Railway No. 
20, the oldest standard gauge 
locomotive still operating in 
the UK. Please note that a 
small charge applies for train 
rides.
Locomotion is open daily from 
10am to 5pm, with parking and 
admission free of charge. For 
more information, please call 
01388 777999.

Meccano Magic at Loco

The second concert in Bishop 
Auckland Music Society’s 
2017 series so enthralled a 
young concert goer that she 
was inspired to try  playing the 
harp for herself, encouraged by 
one of the members of 4Girls 
4Harps. 
St. Andrew’s Church in South 
Church was the perfect setting 
for a sublime concert with an 
appreciative audience being 
entertained with music by 
Handel and Prokofiev amongst 
many others.
The Alauda Quartet play 
at St. Andrews on Friday, 
16th June from 7.30pm. This 
leading European string 
quartet will perform music 
by Mendelssohn, Haydn and 
Shostakovitch in a concert not 

to be missed.
Tickets priced £13.50 are 
available from Brotherton’s 
Music (opposite Morrisons) 
or from Brian Varley (01388) 
606 075
Tickets also available on the 
door - priced £15.00

Inspired to Play Harp

Planning Consent was granted 
temporarily for 3 years for 
the erection of an access gate 
and siting of three temporary 
storage containers and 1 
portaloo and elevated timber 
walkway at the Dog Inn for 
people to enjoy Clay Pigeon 
Shooting. 
It has been confirmed that 
Planning permission is not 
required for Clay Pigeon 
Shooting unless there are more 
than 28 shooting events per 
calender year. The Town and 
Country Planning General 
Permitted Development Order 
1995  states it is the stationing 
of containers that requires the 
planning consent not the shoot.  
Heighington Councillor Gerald 
Lee has received numerous 
complaints from residents 
and said “Needless to say this 
concerns me when a shoot can 
be so close to houses without 
any thought of excess noise”.

The Environmental Health  
Dept. confirmed they have 
received complaints about the 
clay pigeon shooting since 
it moved from Stobb House 
Farm (Redworth) to the new 
location off New Lane.
They are aware that Durham 
County Council  have also 
received complaints from 
residents living in their area 
and the agreed approach is 
that Durham are to continue 
investigating complaints from 
residents in their area and 
Darlington officers will deal 
with complaints from residents 
in their area.
Noise equipment was installed 
in one of the complainant’s 
properties late last week to 
coincide with a shoot on 14th 
May. The Environment Officer 
will collect the equipment and 
listen to the recordings. It is 
likely the area will be visited to 
witness the noise one Sunday.

Clay Pigeon Shooting - 
Noise Complaints

Year 11 students from 
Woodham Academy recently 
took part in a series of 
masterclass sessions at the 
Durham Leadership Centre, 
Spennymoor. 
The sessions focussed on 
Maths, English and Science, 
with the overall aim being 
to maximise student grades 
in the forthcoming exams. 
Sessions were all delivered 
by subject experts, with 
all having a real focus 
on examination skills, 
techniques and content. 
Feedback from the students 

Masterclass Sessions

involved was highly positive, 
with many feeling it will have 
a significantly favourable 
effect on their final grade. 
Head of Science, Andrew 
Jenkins, said “getting the 
students away from any 
potential distractions within 
the normal school day was 
superb. 
The students could all focus 
solely on their science work 
and help address any areas of 
concern. All of the students 
are coming again during 
half term, which shows their 
commitment to hard work”

The “Feel Good Film Show” at 
St Clare’s Church on Tuesday 
23rd May features the 1948 
American musical “EASTER 
PARADE”  starring Judy 
Garland, Fred Astaire, Ann 
Miller and Peter Lawford.  
This film is 69 years old; but 
if you like music and song and 
dance then this is as good as it 
gets.
The film won an Oscar for Best 
Original Music Score with 
17 tunes from Irvine Berlin, 
including “A Couple of Swells” 
“A Fella with an Umbrella” 
“Steppin’ Out With my Baby” 
“Shakin the Blues Away” 
and “It Only Happens When 
I Dance With You”.  We will 
also show Judy’s number “Mr 
Monotony” which was deemed 
too risqué at the time and so 
cut from the original film.
If you need your spirits lifting, 
then this film is as Feel Good” 
as it gets.  Tea and coffee is 
served at 1pm, included in 
the £2.   The film starts at 
1-15pm.  A variety of chairs 
are provided for your comfort, 
and tables so that you can bring 
a spot of lunch to eat while you 
enjoy a great film in friendly 
company.  
EVERYONE IS MOST 
WELCOME.   For further 
details ring Ric Hargreaves  
01325 316755.

Film Show



HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?
We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.

Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£49.00 inc VAT (per will) and Free Home Visit

During the day or evening
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE

PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

 Members of the Society of Will Writers
 F.Inst.PA (Qualifi ed Paralegal)

www.newtonnews.co.uk                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      PAGE 3

CHIROPODIST
& PODIATRIST

Lorraine Tostevin BSc (Hons), MChS

01325 529000 or 07585 935714
Peaseway Clinic, 2 Pease Way Newton Aycliffe

2 Pease Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co Durham  DL5 5NH

www.peaseway.com    Tel: 01325 320 216    Fax: 01325 304 396   

Limited spaces, please 
call 01325 320 216 
to book your place

Please use the entrance off Stephenson Way.

Come along, bring a friend and 
discover the SKIN, LASER and 

BEAUTY TREATMENTS on offer.

The live demonstrations will include our
NEW TATTOO REMOVAL LASER. 

Enjoy refreshments, enter our free prize
draw and don’t miss the special

discount available only on the night.

Visit www.peaseway.com for full details.

Open Evening
Tuesday 21st February
Doors open at 6.30pm

Stockists 
of Tigi 

Products

Newton Aycliffe Leisure Centre
OPENING HOURS:

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 9am - 5pm
Thursday 10am - 7pm, Friday 9am - 6pm

Saturday 8.30am - 4pm
Appointments not always necessary

Walk in Barber Service

01325 313000

4 Neville Parade, Newton Aycliffe - www.propertyexchangeuk.com

Telephone 01325 778775

www.propertyexchangeuk.com
we think differently - 01325 778775

Your very own
NEWTON AYCLIFFE
Estate Agent

NEGATIVE EQUITY?
We can still sell your house for

“Full Mortgage Owed”
Even if the house is worth less!

Ring now to see how . . .

 If we can’t sell your house in 12 weeks,
     We’ll do it for
   That’s our promise!

PROPERTY
EXCHANGE

MANCINI’S
PRICE CRUNCH

Two Large Chicken Parma - £14
Two Small Chicken Parma - £9

Two 10” Pizzas - £9.00
Two 12” Pizzas - £12.00
Two 16” Pizzas - £15.00

Two Donner Kebabs - £8.00
Two Chicken Kebabs - £11.00
Two House Specials - £14.00

7 St. Elizabeths Close
Woodham Village

01325 320000 or 300900
Open from 5.00pm to 11.00pm

Our own prepayment plans available  

59A Bondgate / Darlington / DL3 7JR 

A family firm, est. 1891 

01325 465 647 
24 hours, day and night 

On 22nd April,  footballers 
from Stephenson Way 
Academy were treated to a 
VIP Match Day experience at 
Blackwell Meadows, the new 
home of Darlington Football 

Club. The excited group of 
youngsters met the club’s 
ambassadors, Andrew, Matty 
and Abi outside the ground 
where they were given their 
itinerary for the day. First stop 

on the access all areas tour was 
a trip into the changing rooms 
to meet the players. 
The children were given the 
opportunity to ask the squad a 
range of questions which would 
help them gain an insight into 
life as a semi-professional 
player. The interrogative 
bunch left no stone unturned 
and the players were impressed 
as pupils asked questions such 
as, “Who inspired you to play 
football?” and “How does your 
defence deal with pressure 
when under attack?” Demi 
was amazed that the players 
all had jobs, including being a 
labourer, carer and top model 
as well as training and playing 
all of the matches. Seeming 
to heed the players’ advice 
to train hard and enjoy their 
football, everyone left in high 
spirits wishing them well for 
the game.
Having completed the grilling, 
pupils were led to the pitch 
where the DFC coaching squad 
put them through their paces. 
Reminders to communicate 
with one another and advice 
about moving tactically into 
spaces were well received by 
the team and school midfielder 
Dominic noted they echoed 
the words of Miss Whitfield 
during their recent matches.
A guard of honour to welcome 
players from both teams to the 
pitch completed the pre-match 
activities and the children 
quickly found themselves 
a vantage point along the 
sidelines to watch the first half 
unfold. Despite a few chances 
and several near misses, the 
score line remained 0-0 as 
the half time whistle blew. 
This meant that the first goals 
fans in the die-hard tin shed 
end would see that day would 
be from penalties taken by 
Stephenson Way pupils.
Taking his rightful place in 
goal, Adam kept calm under 
pressure and managed to save 
the first few shots, much to the 
appreciation of the crowd. As 
the goalie dived both right and 
left, it was Alex’s swift strike 
from the spot (which nestled 
sweetly into the bottom right 
hand corner) that received 
rapturous applause from the 
crowd. He later told us, “It was 
the most amazing feeling when 
everyone was cheering for me, 
for a moment I felt like Messi!” 
As the two teams returned to 
the pitch, Darlo led the attack 
and it was only a matter of time 
before there was a 1-0 score 
line. Though the visiting team, 
AFC Telford United, kept the 
Darlington goalkeeper under 
pressure right until the final 
whistle, the children were 
delighted to see a home victory 
on their visit. Pupils, parents 
and staff would all like to offer 
their thanks to Darlington FC  
for their hospitality and a truly 
memorable experience.

VIP Treatment for Town Students New Mayor Takes 
Over from Husband

Our new Town Mayor, Wendy Hillary, was elected on 
Wednesday, taking over from her husband Jed. Her family 
was there to see her installed including 5 day old Grandson.
Jed was thanked for his excellent service to the town during 
his year of office and presented with a Council plaque. 
Deputy Leader Malcolm Iveson, in proposing a vote of 
thanks, said Jed was a fine ambassador for Great Aycliffe who 
worked tirelessly attending important events.
Jed raised £5,200 for charity which he shared with Newton 
Aycliffe Youth & Community Centre, Aycliffe Village Hall 
Association and The Rifles Care for Casualties.
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MALE IMAGE GROOMING
Specialists in all aspects of Mens Hair Design.
Skin Fade Specialists. Bespoke Hair Patterns.

Traditional Turkish Shave
and Beard Tinting/Trimming also available.

Contact Emre on 07738 066723

OPENING TIMES
Monday to Thursday: 9am - 6pm

Friday: 8am - 7pm
Saturday: 8.30am - 4pm

Sunday: Closed

Unit 1 Blue Bridge Centre
Aycliffe Business Park

Newton Aycliffe DL5 6DS
Mobile: 07738 066 723

Sunday Off er 
2 x Sunday Roast Dinners 

with all the trimmings for £15.00
Available from 4:00pm until 7:00pm

Fish Friday’s
2 x Battered Cod with homemade 
chips and garden peas for £15.00

Available Fridays 12noon until 2:00pm 
& 5:30pm until 9:00pm

01325 312273
� e County, � e Green, Aycliff e Village
Newton Aycliff e, Co. Durham DL5 6LX

The average family in the 
North East last spent quality 
time together with their loved 
ones almost two months ago, 
according to new statistics 
released by the British Heart 
Foundation (BHF) for its 
Wear it. Beat it. fundraising 
campaign. (1)
A new survey by the BHF 
has revealed the stresses of 
modern day living are putting 
a considerable strain on family 
life. One in fifteen people from 
the North East said the last time 
they spent quality time with 
their family was over a year 
ago, or not at all.  
More than one in three of 
parents in the North East said 
they leave the house at least 
once a week without seeing 
their children. A quarter of 
the region’s parents also said 
they’re so busy that in an 
average day they often don’t 
spend any time whatsoever 
with their children, and (30%) 
had missed an important 
occasion because of it. 
More than a third of parents 
from North East worry their 
children spend far less time 
with their family than they did 
when they were young. While 
it might be work getting in the 
way for busy parents in the 
North East, more than a quarter 
worried that social media is 
distracting their children away 
from quality family time when 
they are home. One in six said 
it’s because everyone’s busy 
schedules just didn’t match up. 
Almost half of those polled 
from the North East said they 
feel guilty that they don’t spend 

Have a Family Get Together 
to Help Heart Foundation

enough time with their loved 
ones. The BHF is encouraging 
families to get together on 
Friday 9 June for the charity’s 
annual wear red day.
By donning your favourite red 
garments and organising a red 
fundraising event, you can help 
support life saving research in 
the fight against heart disease. 
Sign up at WearitBeatit.org.uk 
Donna Spriggs Elliott, Head of 
Community Fundraising at the 
British Heart Foundation, said: 
“It’s clear that our busy modern 
day lifestyles, and the stresses 
of the daily grind, are keeping 
us from spending time with our 
families.  
“Heart disease devastates the 
lives of millions of people 
across the UK, often without 
warning, so finding a way to 
break away from our normal 
routines to spend time together 
is important and our Wear 
it. Beat it. day is the perfect 
opportunity.
“By taking part and raising 
money for our research, you 

can help us beat heart disease 
for good.”
Last year more than 15,000 
people took part in Wear it. 
Beat it. raising over £750,000. 
The BHF is calling for even 
more of you to get involved this 
year and help raise in excess of 
£1million for the charity’s heart 
research.  
It could be a yummy red bake 
sale after school or a red-
themed garden party with 
friends and family. Whatever 
you choose to do, Wear it. 
Beat it. is a great way to bring 
everyone together and help 
make a difference to millions. 
Once you sign up, you’ll receive 
a free fundraising kit jam-
packed with reddy-made ideas 
and goodies to help make Wear 
it. Beat it. the BHF’s biggest, 
reddest and best year yet. 
Sign up to Wear it. Beat it. at 
WearitBeatit.org.uk or call 
0300 330 0645 and get your 
free fundraising pack full of 
fun ideas about how to get 
involved.

Book your place 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

/BWSkerne @HLFBrightWater 

Easy, relatively flat walk 

Some hills and uneven 
ground 

The UK Parliamentary 
General election will take 
place on Thursday, 8th June 
and to have your say you must 
be registered to vote.
Poll cards will be delivered to 
residents in County Durham 
over the next few days. Anyone 
currently registered on the 
electoral register and eligible 
to vote in this election will 
receive a poll card providing 
details of their allocated 
polling station. 
Anyone who is not registered 
or has recently moved house 
and has not informed electoral 
services is encouraged to 
register at www.gov.uk/
register-to-vote by Monday, 22 
May.
Anyone who is listed on 
the electoral register can 
request a postal or proxy 
vote. The deadline for postal 

Are you Registered 
to Vote for Your M.P.?

vote applications is 5pm on 
Tuesday, 23 May and for proxy 
vote applications is 5pm on 
Wednesday, 31 May.
To request a paper copy 
of either application form, 
contact Durham County 
Council’s electoral services 
team on 03000 261 212 or 
email electoralservices@
durham.gov.uk.

People across County Durham 
are being encouraged to take 
part in physical activities 
as part of Mental Health 
Awareness Week.
Studies show that exercise 
not only helps with keeping 
fit, but also boosts a greater 
sense of calm, increases self-
esteem and reduces the risk of 
depression.
Durham County Council runs 
a number of leisure centres 
across the county, offering 
fitness facilities for all ages 
and abilities from gyms, 
swimming and a wide-range of 
exercise classes.  
One woman who knows 
the benefits of physical 
activity is Gemma Adams, 
from Sherburn, who joined 
Freeman’s Quay leisure centre 
over five years ago and takes 
part in the regular free classes 
included in her membership 
– including Pilates, Metafit, 
Bootcamp and Insanity.
She also believes that regular 
exercise has helped with her 
dyspraxia, which affects her 
motor co-ordination. 
“The gym has boosted my 
confidence and makes me 
feel better about myself, and 
the classes in particular have 
helped relieve stress as well 
as allowed me to lose weight,” 
she said. 
Another active gym user 
taking advantage of the 
county’s leisure facilities is 
Lynne Brown, who at 64 says 
she is fitter than ever after 
joining Freeman’s Quay.
Lynne was one of the winners 
of County Durham’s UEFA 
European Championship-
inspired competition in 2016, 
during which members gained 
points for both their team’s 

results and their own gym 
sessions and swimming. 
As the top performer for 
Freeman’s Quay, Lynne 
bagged herself £50 worth of 
shopping vouchers for all her 
hard work.
“You can’t beat the feeling 
when your happy hormones are 
released after a good workout 
and you feel good about 
yourself,” she said.
“I enjoy the wellbeing that 
comes along with regular 
exercise and the social aspect 
with other members and staff.” 
A wide range of sports are 
on offer across County 
Durham, such as badminton 
classes which take place at 
Meadowfield Leisure Centre 
every Friday. 
The Phoenix Badminton Club, 
which celebrates its tenth 
anniversary this year, is keen 
to attract more members to its 
two sessions and has already 
increased membership by 
15 per cent since moving to 
Meadowfield in October 2016. 
For more information on 
leisure facilities across the 
county visit http://www.
durham.gov.uk/leisurecentres

Enjoy Exercise and 
Boost Mental Health

St Andrew’s Church invite 
you to join them on Friday 
26th May at 7.15pm for 
an evening with Fishburn 
Academy Brass Band.  This 
will be in Aycliffe Village 
Hall. Light refreshments will 
be served.  Pay at the door, 
£3.00 Adults, £2.00 children .
Proceeds to the Church 
and the Band.  A good way 
to begin the Bank Holiday 
weekend. Hope to see you 
there.

BRASS BAND 
CONCERT

I feel very honoured to have 
been voted in as a Councillor 
for Aycliffe Town Council. I 
will do my upmost, to the best 
of my ability, to represent the 
people I now serve and make 
decisions based on the best 
interests of everyone, within 
the town council’s remit. 
I’d like to thank not only 
those who voted for me, but 
all those who took part in the 
election no matter which way 
they voted. If we don’t use our 
democracy, then we will lose 
it and however cynical some 
people may feel about our 
current system, we can make 
it work for us if enough of us 
engage with it. 
Please make sure you are 
registered to vote and take 
the opportunity to vote for 
real, genuine change, at the 
forthcoming general election. 
Your vote is important, it really 
does count and really does 
make a difference.
Kathryn Beetham.

Election Thanks

Dear Sir,
I wish to thank his family 
and friends for their help in 
the election campaign and 
also all residents of the West 
Ward who voted for me to be 
reelected as an Independent 
councillor back on Great 
Aycliffe Town Council, 
It is most appreciated and as 
usual I will do the job to the 
best of my ability with 27 
Should any one require any 
help just phone me and I will 
always do what I can.
Alderman George C Gray,
West Ward Councillor  

Thanks for 
Help & Votes

May we thank the residents 
of Shafto/St. Mary’s for their 
support in re-electing us to 
serve as Councillors on Great 
Aycliffe Town Council.
As always we will work with 
other councillors for the 
betterment of the ward and 
town.
Malcolm Iveson, Bob Fleming

Election Thanks
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FREE ONLINE PROPERTY 
VALUATION NOW 

AVAILABLE
Find out how much your property is worth at www.elvetestates.co.uk

Call us today on 01325 529 479

HAPPY FEET
Your Little Foot Clinic

Woodham Community Centre
St Elizabeth’s Close Newton Aycliffe DL5 4UE

Treatments: Toe Nail Cutting & Trimming, 
Callus Reduction & Corn Removal, 
Fungal Infections, Cracked Heels, 
Thick Nails Reduced, Ingrown Toenails, 
Diabetic Footcare, 
Athletes Foot Treatments. 

01325 954 386 / 07539 227 562
Raino Joseph (S.A.C. Dip., RFHP)

Registered Foot Health Practitioner

SHILDON TANDOORI
Wednesday Special Thali Night

Popadum - Onion Salad - Mint Sauce

STARTER
Choose from: Onion Bhaji, Samosa, Pakora, Chat,

Prawn Puri, Sheek Kebab, Chicken Tikka

MAIN COURSE
Traditional Main Dish, Chef’s Specialities, Tandoori 

Speciality and Bombay Aloo.
Boiled rice or Pilau Rice and Plain Nan

(excluding King Prawn or Tandoori Main Dish)

FOR ONLY £9.95
Terms and Conditions apply

Open Monday-Sunday 5.30 till 10.30pm
31 Church Street, Shildon DL4 1DS

For delivery or collection, please call

Telephone 01388 777888
www.shildontandoori.com

Residents in County Durham 
are being asked to take part 
in a valuable survey about 
their garden waste collection 
service.
The survey is being carried out 
in order to gather feedback to 
help the council identify areas 
of improvement. 
The survey will be available 
on Durham County Council’s 
website between Monday 15th 
May and Friday 30th June.  
The garden waste collection 
service is a popular and useful 
discretionary service for 
residents in County Durham.  
In 2015, Durham County 
Council could no longer fund 
the service and like many other 
local authorities introduced a 
subscription fee to ensure the 
service remained available.
The fee applies to all garden 
waste collections, including the 
service operated by Teesdale 

Survey on Garden 
Waste Collection

Conservation Volunteers 
(trading as Rotters) and consists 
of 17 fortnightly collections per 
year.
Alan Patrickson, head of 
projects and business services, 
said: “We’re inviting local 
residents to help shape the 
future of the service, and to do 
that we need their views and 
opinions.
“The survey is quick and easy 
to do online. Residents who 
require a paper copy will be 
able to pick one up at their local 
customer access points, leisure 
centres, household waste 
recycling centres and libraries.”
The online survey will be 
accessible at www.durham.gov.
uk/consultations. 
Additionally, details of your 
nearest library, customer access 
point or leisure centre can be 
found at www.durham.gov.uk or 
by calling 03000 26 0000. 

Companies at Aycliffe can now 
access exciting new wireless 
technology providing cost-
effective super-fast internet 
access with speeds of up to 
1,000 MB. IT firm Razorblue, 
which has a track record of 
more than a decade of solving 
problems, has invested heavily 
to provide a new service to 
benefit firms across the North 
East.
Companies in areas of the 
business park have long had 
problems with their internet 
due to high cost of dedicated 
leased lines and limited access 
to super-fast fibre connections.
Catterick-based Razorblue, 
with offices in Wynyard, Leeds 
and London, has come up with 
a cost-effective solution and 
have already installed a state-
of-the-art rooftop point-to-
point wireless internet solution 
at the Xcel Centre.
Razorblue has solved similar 
problems for industrial estates 
across the north – including 
Stockton, Wakefield, York and 
Catterick. The service provides 
cost-effective business-grade 
internet connections. Super-
fast symmetrical bandwidth 
for download, as well as upload 
speed, complemented by 24/7 
monitoring. Razorblue’s local 
engineers will be on hand 
should an issue occur.
“The service will be live and 
available to all businesses 
very soon,” said Razorblue 
managing director Dan 
Kitchen.
“There’s a simple one-off 
installation cost and – as 
with any internet connection 

Sharp New Internet Solution 
for Aycliffe Companies

– a monthly fee. Except this 
delivers much higher speeds 
and uses tried and tested 
rooftop wireless technology, 
rather than cables in the 
ground. It’s been great to help 
the team at Xcel Centre and it’s 
also a major step in solving a 
lot of other people’s issues”
Xcel Centre managing director 
Kerina Clark, who’s also chair 
person of Aycliffe Business 
Park Community, said: “What 
I like about Razorblue is they 
listened and came up with a 
solution to meet our needs. The 
added value is the potential 
benefit they are bringing to our 
fellow residents on Aycliffe 
Business Park.”
Razorblue was set up by Dan 
Kitchen when he was just 16 
and began as a cloud hosting 
business. He still works 
with some early clients, but 
has evolved and now offers 
expertise in managed IT 
support, cloud, superfast 
connectivity, telecoms and 
bespoke business software.

Last year the company 
celebrated its 10th anniversary 
and opened a new office at 
Wynard Park, employing 45 
across four sites.
Dan said: “Although our 
passion is IT, we recognise 
it’s just one of many functions 
for our clients – albeit an 
increasingly important one. 
Most don’t need to know 
the nuts and bolts of how 
we provide the service they 
require. They just need to know 
that it will work, that it is value 
for money and it’s reliable.”

Amateur historians can discover how to trace civilian ancestors 
from the Second World War at a talk this month.
The session is part of Durham County Record Office’s Branching 
Out programme, where people can pick up tips and advice on 
unearthing information about their ancestors.
This month’s talk takes place twice – on Tuesday, 23rd May from 
6pm to 8pm, and on Thursday, 25th May, from 10am to noon.
The next session, Electoral Registers and Trade Directories, will 
be held from 6pm to 8pm on Tuesday, 13th June and from 10am 
to noon on Thursday, 15th June.
Costing £10 per person, the sessions are aimed at people who 
have already begun tracing their family tree or who have attended 
one of the Record Office’s beginners’ courses.
To book, or for more information, call 03000 267 626 or email 
record.office@durham.gov.uk

Help Trace Second 
World War Ancestors

New Friends New Places 
Invite you to join them on 
their monthly bus trip.
SUNDAY 4th JUNE leaving 
at 10.00am for a TRIP TO 
HAWES and the CHEESE 
FACTORY - Cost £10.
To book Ring Dorothy on 
01325 308 094 or 07967 901 
477. Dorothy  

Trip to Hawes

Dan Kitchen and Kerina Clark
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Aycliffe Self Storage Ltd.
Unit 25 Whinbank Road, Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AY

“Your Key, Your Container”

20’ Self Storage Containers
£19.00 per week

10’ Self Storage Containers
Now Available, £12 per week

House Contents  •  Small Businesses  •  Car Storage
24/7 CCTV and Guards Patrolling  •  Established 2008

Contact Allan on 07496 423440
email: sangsteralchris@aol.com

Visitors saw what Tallent’s first produced at Aycliffe in the 
mid 1950’s - the Colston Washing Machine.

Fork lift Truck Training starts early

Magician entertains families in the marquee

Goody Bags for everyone

Steak Pie with Mushy Peas was part of the menu

It has been 5 years since 
Gestamp showcased the 
Newton Aycliffe Plant 
and during this time it has 
grown in size, including 
a Press Shop extension, 
containing two new pieces 
of press equipment, a high 
bay racking system and die 
maintenance and storage 
areas.  
Stuart Liddle, Plant Director 
told Newton News: “Our 
workforce is an important 
part of the business, not just 
locally, but globally within 
the Gestamp family and 

we felt it was an excellent 
opportunity to invite our 
employees, their families and 
suppliers to visit the Plant.  
With over 1400 employees 
and a major employer in 
Newton Aycliffe, we wanted 
to give people an insight into 
the manufacturing process of 
the Chassis parts, the history 
of the Plant, whilst keeping it 
fun for the children.  
Turnout was excellent and 
I extend my thanks to those 
people and organisations 
who worked hard to make the 
Open Day a success”. 

Photos from Gestamp Open Day

Newton News Editor Syd Howarth (left) was the guest speaker at 
ACORN Residents’ Association meeting last week. 
He was surprised when presented with a cheque from 
Chairman Ken Robson for the Darlington & Bishop 
Auckland MRI Scanners Appeal. Newton News is fully 
involved in supporting the appeal and accept donations 
on behalf of the Hospitals at their offices at the Blue  
Bridge Centre.

ACORN Donate £100 
to Scanner Appeal

It was Dementia Awareness 
Week, so fittingly 25 members 
of staff at Tesco Extra in 
Newton Aycliffe gave their 
day off to voluntarily attend 
a training presentation on 
becoming a  Dementia Friend 
and all 100% of the staff happily 
signed up. Hopefully they will 
wear their badges with pride 
and be happy to explain their 
basic understanding of being 
a dementia friend and how 
they can apply what they have 
learned in the store. 
The presentation was given 
by Joan Mitchie who is a 
Dementia Friend Champion, 
helped by Ron her husband 
who is waiting to complete his 
Dementia Friend Champion 
training. 
Joan usually shares the 
presentation with Dorothy 
Bowman who runs a Dementia 
Cafe at Silverdale House 

on a Tuesday and Thursday 
Mornings. New members are 
welcome at any time. 
The presentation explained the 
5 Key Factors the Alzheimer’s 
Society have identified as 

being the major points society 
have to recognise if they are 
to help people living with 
dementia in our locality. 
Joan is also Secretary of 
Great Aycliffe Community 
Aid Partnership and Ron 
is  Chairman. GACAP is an 
umbrella partnership whose 
group aim is to assist people 
in Newton Aycliffe who for 
one reason or another find 
themselves at a point of need.
Tesco in Newton Aycliffe are 
one of the 30 plus partners 
who currently make up 
GACAP. Helen Maynard 
Manager of Tesco and Joe 
Riley Customer Experience 
Manager and Shirley Cormack 
Tesco Community Champion, 
regularly attend GACAP 
meetings and are valued 
partners. 
If anyone is interested in 
Joan and Ron sharing the 
presentation with a group 
you are connected to, please 
contact Joan on mobile number 
07597 915378/07730 or 01325 
471487 or email secretary.
gacap@gmail.com 

Tesco Staff Talk on Becoming 
a Dementia Friendly Store

Joan Mitchie, Dementia Friend Champion

GREAT AYCLIFFE TOWN COUNCIL

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Notice is hereby given that:-

The Parish Meeting for the Parish of Great Aycliffe will 
take place in the Council Chamber, Council Offices, School 
Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe on:

WEDNESDAY, 24th MAY 2017
at  7.15 p.m.

The Press and Public are cordially invited to attend.

“The Public Entrance to the Council Chamber will be open 30 
minutes prior to the commencement of meetings”.

The Agenda will be available on Notice Boards, or by request 
from the Council Offices (01325 300700) or our Website: 
(www.great-aycliffe.gov.uk) from the 11th May, 2017.

I’m still reeling from the 
campaign, as I didn’t realise 
it would be so much work 
and so demanding. I must 
take a moment, however, to 
acknowledge everyone who 
voted for me, all those who 
took the time to spread the 
message on social media and 
all who worked with me behind 
the scenes to achieve success. 
A sincere and heartfelt thank 
you to everyone who supported 
me in my endeavours. 
Councillor Jim Atkinson

Election Thanks

Urgently needed volunteer 
drivers for our Aycliffe 
Community Bus. Must have 
D1 or equivalent driving 
licence. Needed possibly 4/5 
times per month, but more 
can be arranged if available. 
This is driving mainly during 
daytime. 
Please Ring 01325 308 094 or 
07967 901 477.

Drivers Needed

Independent Town 
Councillors Ken Robson 
and Arun Chandran would 
like to offer congratulations 
to those Councillors who 
were elected in the May 4th 
elections and are eagerly 
anticipating working 
alongside them.
It is also with heavy hearts 
that we commiserate with 
those candidates who 
were runners up this time 
and say sad goodbyes to 
those colleagues who have 
lost their seats and whose 
experience and wisdom will 
be missed
We have found the 
experience of campaigning 
very pleasurable, if a little 
exhausting, and have spoken 
to many old friends and 
made many new ones
Cllr Ken Robson and  
Cllr Arun Chandran

Independents 
CongratulateDear Sir.

May I take this opportunity to 
thank the people of Shafto, St 
Mary Ward for placing their 
trust in me and returning 
me as Councillor on Great 
Aycliffe Town Council.  
Please be assured I will 
do my utmost to represent 
you. Should you have any 
concerns please contact me 
on 01325 313273 and I will 
endeavour to resolve any 
issues I can. 
Councillor Wendy Hillary

Election Thanks
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JOIN US FOR OUR

JOIN IN OUR CRAFTY
COMPETITIONS
WATCH OUR INSPIRING
DEMONSTRATIONS

M A K E  U S E  O F  O U R  S P E C I A L  B I R T H DAY
O F F E R S  A N D  J O I N  I N  O U R  C R A F TAT H O N !

LEARN BRAND NEW
SKILLS AND FALL IN

LOVE WITH CRAFTING!

VISIT US WEBSITE
Horndale Avenue, Aycliffe

Business Park, Newton
Aycliffe, DL5 6DR

WWW.CRAFTERSCOMPANION.CO.UK

DON'T FORGET
TO BRING THIS

VOUCHER
WITH YOU!
Name: ......................................
.....................................................

.....................................................

T&Cs: Fill in your details at the top
of the voucher. Bring this voucher
with you on your visit and you’ll
receive your discount when
purchasing £30 of crafty goodies
in store (after membership discount).
Valid Valid 31st May 2017 at Crafter’s
Companion Aycliffe store.
Limited to one use per person.

Email: ......................................

your £30 spend
£5 OFF

Saturday 27th May at 11.00am 
till 2.30pm brings a great 
opportunity for everyone 
to visit the New Victoria 
Centre, Howden-le-Wear, Nr. 
Crook and see and hear the 
Mighty Wurlitzer in all it’s 
magnificence with wonderful 
sights and sounds to enjoy 
at the North East Theatre 
Organ Association’s Annual 
Fete. Also present to bring a 
continental atmosphere to the 
day will be Stuart Wright’s 
“Perlee” Street / Fairground 

MIGHTY WURLITZER FETE
Organ the same as you hear 
in the streets of Amsterdam 
or Paris. Stuart, a Funeral 
Director from Durham, takes 
an interest in a collection of 
Street Organs and sometimes 
his Perlee Organ is played at 
funerals he attends. 
To give visitors greater 
pleasure there are Wurlitzer 
Tours, Plants, Cakes, Tombola, 
Teas, Games, CD’s and much 
more to make a great day out.
ADMISSION FREE with 
much to enjoy.

The Archbishop of Canterbury 
is encouraging Christians 
of all denominations to 
#Pledge2Pray as part of global 
prayer movement called ‘Thy 
Kingdom Come’. Check out 
www.thykingdomcome.global 
for more details about this 
initiative. 
As Churches Together in 
Aycliffe we are going to be 
playing our part in what 
we think is a great idea. 
Throughout the week of 
the 29th May the LOVE 
AYCLIFFE hub will be open 
in the town centre (situated in 
what was Grannies Choice). 
Representatives from all the 
different churches will be there 
to meet and chat with those 
who call in, to pray with you 
for God to meet your specific 
needs and to be praying for 
different things to do with our 
town each day as well.
Maybe you are a Christian and 
would love to join in with this 
prayer initiative. You can call 
in and join us as we focus our 
prayers each day or pray at 
home instead.

Churches Together 
“Love Aycliffe”

Prayer focuses will be: 
MONDAY: Aycliffe & 
surrounding areas, Leaders, 
Councillors etc
TUESDAY: Schools, young 
people & families
WEDNESDAY: Elderly, 
Care Homes & Support 
Services
THURSDAY: Employment, 
promotion, businesses
FRIDAY: Healing, 
addictions, mental health 
issues
SATURDAY: Thy Kingdom 
Come / Pentecost Sunday / 
Churches
As one of the Pastors at Xcel 
Church I am excited about 
this, as it is not just one church 
praying but all of us coming 
together and asking God to 
move across the town that we 
love. 
The Bible clearly says that 
where there is unity amongst 
believers God commands a 
blessing, and we full of faith 
to see how God can bless our 
town and its residents. 
Please call in and visit us, or 
you can send us your specific 
prayer request to loveaycliffe@
gmail.com, go to loveaycliffe.
org for more information.
Finally we’d like to invite you 
all to join us at our Churches 
Together Pentecost Service 
at Harvest Church, in the 
Bethany Centre, at 3pm on 
Sunday 4th June.
LOVE AYCLIFFE 
DETAILS:
Opening Times: 10am-2pm 
Tuesday 30th May - Saturday 
3rd June.
Email Prayer Requests to 
loveaycliffe.org
Web: www.loveaycliffe.org

On Monday 24th April, pupils 
from Stephenson Way School 
started the new term off in 
style with a fun-filled trip to 
an outdoor activity centre for 
three days. 
After waving goodbye to 
their parents, 27 pupils from 
year four and five set off for 
‘Dukeshouse Wood’ on the 
outskirts of Hexham. As one of 
top outdoor activity centres in 
the region, pupils were offered 
the opportunity to develop a 
range of physical and personal 
skills through engaging and 
challenging adventures.

On arrival, the children were 
greeted by centre staff and 
shown their accommodation 
so that they could unpack. 
After grabbing a bite to eat, 
pupils from Stephenson Way 
were joined by children from 
schools across the ‘Tudhoe 
Learning Trust’. 
Over the next three days, the 
pupils participated in a range of 
thrilling adventures that many 
of them had never experienced 
before and will never forget. 
Some of the activities on offer 
included: abseiling, laser tag, 
rock climbing, zip wire, den 

STUDENTS ON THREE DAY 
ADVENTURE CAMP

building, orienteering, 3G 
swing, leap of faith, survival 
skills and archery. As well 
as a full daytime schedule, 
the children had an evening 
of singing songs around the 
campfire while drinking hot 
chocolate. On the second 
night, the children donned 
their best clothes and had a 
disco with their new friends.
Exhausted but happy, children 
and staff returned to school on 
Wednesday afternoon. They 
were all excited to share their 
adventures with the teachers, 
pupils and parents. One of the 
children commented, “It was 
fantastic, I made loads of new 
friends and I did the zip wire. 
The instructor said I was really 
brave.” Another year four child 
said, “My favourite bit was 
the leap of faith. I was really 
scared but I managed to do it. 
I’m really proud of myself.”
All staff, who accompanied 
the children, were really proud 
of how the pupils conducted 
themselves throughout the trip 
and plans are already being 
made for next year’s visit.

You are WELCOME to attend Lifeline Community Action JOB 
CLUB om Tuesday 23rd May, 10am - 12.30pm at PCP, Cobblers 
Hall, Newton Aycliffe 
The Job Club is a 10 week FREE course and aims to help people 
back to work by providing a personal service which gives people 
both practical and emotional support to meet their personal needs 
while looking for work. You will get full support throughout (so 
it’s not scary!) 
Sessions cover lots of practical topics and whilst doing them they 
will help build confidence and self-esteem 
If you would like to come along just send a message here or email 
paulinechamberslca@gmail.com or telephone 07746111385 X

Free Job Club at PCP

Middridge Parish Council has 
lost two of its longest serving 
Members. John and Anne Clarke, 
who have been Councillors since 
the Parish Council was first 
formed in 1983, decided not to 
stand for re-election, so they can 
enjoy a well-earned retirement. 
Anne Clarke is currently the 
Chair of the Parish Council.
Last year Her Majesty the Queen 
recognised their 34 years of 
service to the community when 
they attended one of Her regular 
Garden Parties at Buckingham 
Palace.
They are being replaced by 

Parish Councillors 
Retire After 34 Years

local residents Helen Alexander 
and Sue Smith, who have been 
elected to serve on the new 
Council in an Uncontested 
Election”.
Please note that it is planned 
to make a Presentation of an 
appropriate Memorial Gift at the 
Chair’s Dinner to be organised 
after a new Chair of the Parish 
Council has been elected when 
the Parish Council meets on 15th 
May. I will inform you regarding 
details of this once these have 
been finalised.
Alan Jordan
Clerk, Middridge Parish Council

Left to right: Sue Smith, Helen Alexander, 
Anne Clarke and John Clarke
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R.A. TAYLOR
Dip CDT RCS(Eng)

Dental Technician

1 Norman Terrace, Chilton DL17 0HF - 01388 721284

While-u-Wait Denture Repairs
NEW DENTURES

• Early Appointments • Fast Turnaround •
• Easy Parking with No Steps •

Open Monday to Friday 9am-4pm
or by special arrangement

enquiries@rataylor-dentures.com

CREATIV
E

GRAPHIC

DESIG
N

Bringing your Business to Life!

01325 300212  -  www.newtonpress.net AYCLIFFE’S O
NLY

 PRIN
T SHOP

15 SIMPASTURE GATE
NEWTON AYCLIFFE DL5 5HH

Telephone: 01325 312050
Email: play.days@btconnect.com

• Care for children aged 0-5 years

• Excellent outdoor play area

• CCTV throughout the building

• Exciting/creative activities

• Full or part time care

• Healthy eating home cooked food

• Fully qualified and vetted staff

• In partnership with parents

Playday 
Nursery

OFSTED Inspected - “Outstanding Provision”

OFSTED quote: “Playday Nursery offers 
an outstanding provision with high quality 
teaching provided by highly qualified staff.

Marie Curie (Newton Aycliffe 
Fundraising Group) celebrated 
its first year anniversary 
recently and declared a 
total raised of  £7168, which 
will further help in the care 
provision for people with 
terminal illnesses in our area.
The Group would like to 
sincerely thank the generous 
contributions given by all 
individuals who participated in 
the events held throughout the 
year which included the recent 

Aycliffe Marie Curie 
First Anniversary

Daffodil Appeal, our many 
tin collections and regular 
coffee mornings.  Added to 
that we had a fantastic Ladies 
Night held at Moore Lane 
Sports Club, as well as two 
successful Book Sales held at 
Heighington Village Hall and 
St Clare’s Church in Newton 
Aycliffe.
The Group would further like 
to thank the support provided 
by Tesco, Poundstretcher, 
the committee of St Clare’s 
Church, the Town Centre 
Management and numerous 
retailers and businesses who 
provided both fund raising 
opportunities and raffle prize 
donations.
We are now looking forward 
to the 2017/2018 year where 
we can build on the success 
already achieved and are 
constantly searching for new 
team members who would 
welcome the opportunity
of participating in such a 
worthwhile cause. In return 
for a couple of hours per month 
your ideas and enthusiasm can 
bring real benefit to people who 
are in real need. The Group 
meets on the first Thursday of 
every month at 6.30pm. in the 
Training Room at Tesco (next 
meeting Thursday 1st June 
2017). Please come along, you 
will be most welcome.
We have recently launched 
our Facebook page – ‘Newton 
Aycliffe Marie Curie Fund 
Raising Group’ which we will 
be using for contact details, 
communicating past and 
future events, photographs etc.
If you “like” what you see 
please share with your friends 
and colleagues.
A Coffee Morning is to be held 
at Heighington Village Hall 
on Saturday, 20th May 2017, 
between 10am and 12 noon.  
Admission is £2.00 to include 
either Tea/Coffee and Scone. 
On sale will be  homemade 
cakes, ladies scarves and a 
raffle prize draw.

Whatever your childcare needs are, call me!
I have a Cache Diploma, Insurance

and Paedeatric First Aid, plus, years of 
working with children of all ages.

I will care for your child in your own home, day 
or night, whether you are working or socialising.

Professional - Aff ordable - Flexible - Friendly

Telephone 01325 789 205

JEANETTE’S
CHILDCARE

As promised, here is some additional information for 
Middridge Lane from Persimmon Homes Durham.
The Middridge Lane application was validated 3rd May under 
application ref: DM/17/01436/FPA.
The application is for 69 dwellings with  mix of 2, 3 and 4 
bedroom dwellings which includes a policy compliant 10% 
affordable housing.

Application for Houses 
on Middridge Lane

Entrants in a pirate-themed 
charity stroll are set to receive 
a goody bag full of treasure 
thanks to a local shopping 
centre. 350 drawstring bags 
have been donated by the 
Cornmill Centre, Darlington, 
to be filled with a bounty of 
pirate treats for women taking 
part in the St Teresa’s Hospice 
Midnight Walk on Friday 19 
May.
The sponsored event is now in 
its tenth year and has raised 
hundreds of thousands of 
pounds for the Hospice, which 
provides care and support to 
people across South Durham & 
North Yorkshire.
The Cornmill Centre first 
adopted St Teresa’s Hospice as 
its nominated charity in 2003, 
and caring staff have raised 
over £117,000 since then, as 
well as donating prizes and 
other items.
Kelly Hutchinson, Admin 
Manager, said: “St Teresa’s 
Hospice is a cause which is 
close to our hearts and we’re 
glad to be able to support the 
Midnight Walk this year. We 

Bags of Support 
from Cornmill Centre

wanted to give something back 
to all those lovely ladies who 
are taking part to raise funds 
for such an important service.”
Walkers will undertake 
a new 2.8k route through 
Darlington’s South Park, with 
the age restriction now lowered 
to 11 so that more supporters 
can join in. The walk will 
get underway at 10pm, with 
pirate themed activities until 
Midnight.
St Teresa’s Hospice Chief 
Executive Jane Bradshaw 
said: “It’s so good to see local 
businesses helping to make 
Midnight Walk 2017 a success. 
We have been fortunate to 
have had support from the 
Cornmill Centre for so long 
and I’m thrilled that they can 
get involved in what looks set 
to be another fantastic event.”
Registration for Midnight 
Walk costs £10 per person, 
with entrants asked to try and 
raise £50 sponsorship money 
for the Hospice.
Entry is via www.
darlingtonhospice.org.uk or 
call (01325) 254321 for a form.

Dear Editor,
We wish to thank all those 
who voted for us from in 
the recent local election. We 
have enjoyed working with 
the local community groups 
and are proud of the many 
improvements and benefits 
we have brought to the ward 
and the wider area of Great 
Aycliffe generally. We hope 
that the work will continue 
in the future.
John Clare, Mike Dixon, 
Joan Gray.

Aycliffe North & 
Middridge

The Great Aycliffe 
Neighbourhood Plan 
will proceed to public 
referendum on Thursday 22 
June 2017.   
It is important that residents 
of the parish vote, as the 
Neighbourhood Plan is a 
statutory planning document 
which sets out policies 
relating to key areas such 
as landscape, environment, 
housing, heritage, retail 
provision and parking.  
These are local policies 
which will govern the future 
development of the town and 
parish.  A simple ‘yes’ you 
agree to the Plan and the 
policies contained within it, 
or ‘no’ you don’t is all that is 
required. 
After a long and 
comprehensive series 
of public consultation 
throughout the parish, 
Great Aycliffe will be the 
first parish to reach the 
referendum stage in County 
Durham.  In addition, 
the Plan’s ‘Housing for 
Older People’ policy, 
which includes bungalow 
provision, will be the first of 
its kind in the country should 
a ‘yes’ vote be achieved.
Residents emphasised that 
the green and open feel 
of Great Aycliffe was of 
key importance and the 
Plan aims to both protect 
the existing environment 
and ensure that any new 
development maintains 
green spaces and has 
adequate parking provision.  
In addition, at the request of 
residents, we have asked for 
the highest possible energy 
standards to be used in new 
developments.  Parking 

was highlighted as a major 
issue in a number of areas, 
and again specific policies 
have been included to try 
to mitigate these problems.  
An ‘Area of Separation’ 
has been included to ensure 
Aycliffe Village does not 
become engulfed by the 
Town.
The Plan is available to view 
on Great Aycliffe Town 
Council’s website 
http://www.great-aycliffe.
gov.uk/info/neighbourhood-
plan-4/  or at http://www.
durham.gov.uk/article/3285/
N e i g h b o u r h o o d - P l a n -
submissions
Paper copies are available 
to view at Newton Aycliffe 
Library, the Youth and 
Community Centre, 
Woodham Community 
Centre, Pioneering Care 
Centre, Xcel Centre and 
Great Aycliffe Town Council 
Offices.  

Town Plan Needs 
Residents’ Approval

Aycliffe Running club would 
like to thank Great Aycliffe 
& Middridge Partnership 
for their significant grant 
allowing us to train four 
England Athletics qualified 
coaches. Without this 
support our Junior section 
would not have come into 
being.
Training is on Tuesday 
evening 6:00pm - 7:00pm at 
the Oakleaf Sports Complex.
All welcome, come along, and 
give it a try! Juniors up to the 
age of 8 require an adult to be 
present.

GAMP Support 
Junior Running 

Section
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If you are caring and compassionate and want to make a diff erence in people’s lives 
then we want to meet you. 

We are currently looking for caring and committ ed individuals to join our organisati on 
– you don’t have to have previous experience in care or qualifi cati ons. We are looking 
for individuals with the right skills and atti  tudes!

Come along to our recruitment day at Pioneering Care Centre, Carers Way, Newton 
Aycliff e, DL5 4SF between 10am and 2pm.

This is fantasti c opportunity for you to meet our managers, staff  and clients! If you 
are interested in working for us you can fi nd further informati on about St. Anne’s by 
visiti ng our website www.st-annes.org.uk 

If you are unable to att end this event and wish to fi nd out further informati on please 
contact Helen Davison – Manager on 07896 891 181.

SUPPORT WORKERS NEEDED 
IN DURHAM!

(Newton Aycliff e)
Ref: SL/500 - £15,900 - £17,600 per annum (pro rata for part ti me hours)

Various hours available*
*Full Time hours are 40 per week

 
 
RECRUITMENT DAY  – F riday  2nd June 2017  
 
SUPPORT W ORKERS NEEDED IN DURHAM! 
(New to n Ay c liffe) 
 
£ 15,900 - £ 17 ,600 per annum  (pro  rata fo r part tim e ho urs) 
Vario us ho urs available* 
*F ull Tim e ho urs are 40 per w eek 
 
If y o u are c aring  and c o m passio nate and w ant to  m ake a differenc e in peo ple’s 
lives then w e w ant to  m eet y o u.  
 
W e are c urrently  lo o king  fo r c aring  and c o m m itted individuals to  jo in o ur 
o rg anisatio n – y o u do n’t have to  have previo us ex perienc e in c are o r 
q ualific atio ns. W e are lo o king  fo r individuals w ith the rig ht skills and attitudes! 
 
Co m e alo ng  to  o ur rec ruitm ent day  at Pio neering  are Centre, Carers W ay , 
New to n Ay c liffe, DL5 4SF  betw een 10am  and 2pm . 
 
This is fantastic  o ppo rtunity  fo r y o u to  m eet o ur m anag ers, staff and c lients! If 
y o u are interested in w o rking  fo r us y o u c an find further info rm atio n abo ut St. 
Anne’s by  visiting  o ur w ebsite w w w .st-annes.o rg .uk  
 
If y o u are unable to  attend this event and w ish to  find o ut further info rm atio n 
please c o ntac t Helen Daviso n – Manag er o n 07 8 968 9118 1. 
 

RECRUITMENT
DAY

Friday 2nd June 2017

TRAIN TO  
BE A LORRY 
DRIVER —  
EARN WHILST 
YOU LEARN!

IT’S AS EASY 
AS 1, 2, 3!

Applicants must:

• Have a minimum  
 of two years car  
 driver’s licence

• Have a clean licence

• Submit a CV to 
 info@stiller.co.uk

We will guide you on how to apply for your provisional 
lorry driver’s licence and pass the theory tests.

Time taken: 5-6 weeks

We loan you £1250 to pay for the HGV Class C Practical 
Training & Test fees with our appointed provider. 

Paid: £400pw

Time taken: 1 week

After passing your theory test we assess your driving and 
you start on the job training in a large van learning from 

experienced drivers and on your own.  

Paid: £400pw

Time taken: 4-8 weeks

On passing you 
start a new job as a 
qualified lorry driver 

at £462.00pw.
Pay back £1250 of 

training & test fees at 
£50pw over 25 weeks.

IT’S AS EASY 
AS 1, 2, 3!

Applicants must:

• Have a minimum  
 of two years car  
 driver’s licence

• Have a clean licence

• Submit a CV to 
 info@stiller.co.uk

We will guide you on how to apply for your provisional 
lorry driver’s licence and pass the theory tests.

Time taken: 5-6 weeks

We loan you £1250 to pay for the HGV Class C Practical 
Training & Test fees with our appointed provider. 

Paid: £400pw

Time taken: 1 week

After passing your theory test we assess your driving and 
you start on the job training in a large van learning from 

experienced drivers and on your own.  

Paid: £400pw

Time taken: 4-8 weeks

On passing you 
start a new job as a 
qualified lorry driver 

at £462.00pw.
Pay back £1250 of 

training & test fees at 
£50pw over 25 weeks.

VACANCY
Currently have vacancies for experienced C + E 
(Class 1) Night Drivers

• Drivers required to work Night Shift  – 5 Shift s 
 per week – Monday - Friday

• Job specifi c training will be given to right candidate. 

Drivers must have held license for a minimum of 12 
months.
No more than 3 points on license, Digi Tacho card and 
Driver CPC required.

Rates of pay will be confi rmed at interview.

To apply please send CV and covering lett er to: 
info@sti ller.co.uk

When Jack Hall was given the 
opportunity to provide The 
Big Club with entertainment 
on a monthly basis he thought 
all his birthdays had come 
together. The club has a 
fantastic main hall, with a 
large stage, dressing rooms, 
a mezzanine and wooden 
sprung dance floor and three 
additional large rooms, 
This was going to be a 
huge challenge - but one he 
absolutely wanted to try and 
make work. Jack said “There’s 
a stalwart Northern Soul scene 
in Newton Aycliffe, so this is 
about getting it right for the 
locals - but also a chance to 
promote new bands with the 
old music and open the Club 
to a wider audience, bringing 
in fresh faces and ideas and 
making it a place that people 
look forward to going to 
regularly”. 
This will be a monthly 
gathering of like minded 
people, that love music, 
dancing, singing and having 
a great night out - without it 
costing a fortune.  The first one 
is on Saturday 20th May. 

Dave has the support from 
Gary Hepple and the Club’s 
staff and committee, plus local 
Soulster Tony Norton who has 
been extremely helpful with 
Public Relations, extending as 
far as Teesside and Crook. 
“It’s exciting times, and we are 
planning live music dates to 
attract more people to the Club 
and really show what the venue 
has to offer. On Sat 22nd July 
we showcase the stage in an 
all day event - with five bands 
playing live on the afternoon, 
with the Junction 59 Soul Club 
event on the evening. Ideally 
I would like to provide live 
music every 2 weeks and if 
the ‘following’ picks up and 
we start to get more people 
interested, there’s enough 
local talent in the North East to 
make this a weekly event”.
Jack is setting the PA system 
up a few evenings a month 
for open mic/band practice to 
give local musicians a chance 
to meet regularly, and generate 
a lively music scene in the 
town. He also plans to hold 
auditions to put a mod style 
covers band together - He has 

the ability to play them and pay 
them, so it could be a real win-
win situation if he gets some 
candidates through the door!
Dave has plenty of ideas, and 
plenty of dates to fill for the 
Big Club with Elaine Atkins 
assisting with band bookings.
This has freed up Jack to spend 
fine tuning the schedule and 
preparing the promotion side
Jack lives in Darlington with 
his wife Carol and children 
Garvey and Fleur. He’s been 
working two part time jobs 
mornings and evenings to 
allow him freedom to complete 

Jack’s the Lad to Promote “Big Club”
the school runs, do the ironing, 
wash the pots and do the 
shopping, and when everyone 
goes to bed, he start planning 
schedules and sending e-mails. 
Jack is a very enthusiastic 
person and will certainly help 
boost the profile of the Big 
Club.

On Wednesday 10th May, 
5 students from UTC South 
Durham attended a VEX 
robotics competition at UTC 
Silverstone. Y10 students, 
Sam Dixon, Lee Reynoldson, 
Steven Lowe, John Anderson 
and Thomas Shepherd, 
dedicated several months to 
creating a robot that would 
be capable of completing the 
various tasks efficiently. 
The idea of entering the 
competition was initiated 
by the students themselves. 
They made a proposal to 
the Principal of UTC South 
Durham, Tom Dower, and 
from this the school bought the 
kits so that the process could 
begin. 
It took a lot of consideration 
and creativity to build the 
robot. They had to consider, 
size, weight and the wiring 
and design of the robot itself. 
The experience also provided 
a valuable opportunity to 
develop their team working 
skills; they divided the jobs 
that needed to be completed 
between themselves, meaning 
they were match-fit and fully 
prepared for the competition. 
Lee Reynoldson, Team Leader, 
said ‘We organised ourselves 
like real engineers; everyone 
had a specific and important 
role.’
As the competition loomed, 
the students became more 
dedicated. They spent as much 
time on it as they possibly 
could, even if this meant 
staying back after school and 
coming in during weekends. 
Mike Reid, Engineering 
Teacher at the UTC, said, 
‘Each student has put in around 
70 hours of work since March; 
they really have worked 
tirelessly.’
The team travelled to 
Silverstone on Tuesday 
and stayed in a hotel room 
overnight. They spent their 
night making sure they were as 
prepared as they possibly could 
be. When the competition 

finally arrived, the UTC South 
Durham robot had to complete 
a number of tasks against other 
UTC robots from around the 
country.
Upon reaching the semi-final, 

UTC South Durham’s robot, 
Ernie, won by 1 point, the 
score being 27- 26.  Despite 
nerve-wracking, last minute 
breakdowns and late repairs, 
this success continued against 
all odds into the final and 
they finished in a fantastic 
second place out of all the 
participating UTCs. Mike Reid 
added, ‘They were up against 
a team of much older students 
with much more experience.  
The winning team had already 
won other competitions.  To 
finish in second place is an 
excellent achievement!’
Tom Shepherd, Electrical 
Engineer, said ‘It was a 
really enriching experience.’ 
The team believe that this 
experience brought them all 
closer together as well as 
expanding on their knowledge. 
Tom Dower, UTC South 
Durham Principal is 
immensely proud of the 
students.  
He said, ‘I was delighted, but 
not surprised, by the team’s 
success.  What has impressed 
me most has been that they 
have taken the initiative 
completely by themselves, 
from their initial business case 
to convince me it was a good 
idea all the way through to 
their final design.’“ 
The team are already 
considering bringing in a 
second team for next year 
to increase their chances of 
winning. So look out for more 
exciting news from the UTC 
VEX club!

Aycliffe UTC Compete in 
Silverstone Competition

Dear Editor,
I was interested to read 
Mr Connolly’s letter of 5th 
May regarding my selection 
as the Conservative Party 
Candidate for Sedgefield, the 
constituency which, of course, 
covers Newton Aycliffe.
Mr Connolly’s assumptions 
about me as nothing more 
than a young student with no 
idea what full time work is 
like and no life experience 
couldn’t be further from the 
truth, and represent a damning 
representation of the sort of 
stigma many of our young 
people face today. 
I’m the daughter of a self-
employed stone mason and 
a nursery nurse. Contrary 
to Mr Connolly’s statement, 
I’m not “from Hull”, but was 
brought up in Sheffield in a 
council house that my parents 
managed to scrape together the 
money to buy. At 13, my Dad 
was killed, and there followed 
extensive court proceedings, 
the final parts of which were 

still going on well into my late 
teens. 
My Mum and Nan (my Dad 
being her only son) found it 
difficult to cope, so I stepped 
up because I had to - my family 
needed me. I worked hard at 
school because I wanted to do 
my Dad proud, and became 
the first in my family to go to 
University. 
I paid my way through my 
studies, at one point working 
two jobs, at a shop in the day 
time and at a casino overnight 
- not much time for socialising! 
During my studies, my Nan 
was diagnosed with lung 
cancer and passed away 18 
months later. Determined 
to make my family proud, I 
graduated from University and 
went on to study for a Masters. 
Now I’m a Parliamentary 
Candidate. I won’t apologise 
about who I am or where I’m 
from. I’m a member of the 
Conservative Party because, 
to me, it is the Party that has 
always been more concerned 

about what a person can do and 
where they are heading rather 
than where they come from. 
That’s why (contrary to Mr 
Connolly’s other assumption 
that I was parachuted in) I was 
chosen from a shortlist by the 
local Conservative Association 
to fight the seat here in 
Sedgefield, much like an 
earlier figure, Tony Blair, was 
selected by the local Labour 
Party back in 1983 despite then 
living in London.
Interestingly, of course, the 
current Labour candidate was 
credited with campaigning 
for the London-residing Mr 
Blair to be selected! [source: 
ht t ps: //w w w.theg ua rd ian .
com /pol i t ics /2007/ju l /04/
byelections.tonyblair]
I hope Mr Connolly can rest 
assured that I live up to his life 
experience test, so I can and 
will fight for the people of this 
constituency.
Dehenna Davison
Conservative Candidate
Contact details on left.

Tory Candidate Puts the 
Record Straight

I am thrilled to announce that 
I have been selected as the 
Green Party candidate for the 
Sedgefield constituency. 
I have lived and worked in 
Darlington all of my adult life 
with my husband and 4 children 
who were all raised in Newton 
Aycliffe and attend local 
schools.
Having been on my village 
hall (Brafferton) committee for 
6 years, and a founder of the 
campaigns 999 Call for the NHS 
and 999 Call for Education, 
I am an active member of 
the community and have 
campaigned on many issues in 
the area.
In 2015, I stood as a Green 
candidate in the Darlington local 
elections for the Heighington 
and Coniscliffe ward.
The 3 main points on which I 
will base my campaign are the 
NHS, Education and Housing.
All of these issues directly affect 
many constituents in Sedgefield 
and it’s time for people to 
understand that there is more 
choice than the 2 main parties.
Melissa Wilson
melissa.wilson@greenparty.
org.uk - facebook.com/
MelissaWilsonSedgefield

Sedgefield
Green Party 
Candidate

Dehenna Davison
Office Address:
Amity House

5-7 Coniscliffe Road
Darlington 
DL3 7EE

call
07342 639 308

email
ddsedgefield@gmail.com

Twitter: @
DehennaDavison
Facebook.com/

DehennaDavison

Conservative
Candidate

NEWTON NEWS



We’re hiring
We are recruiting for a number of Residential Child 
Carers & Family Support Activity Assistants

•	 Full time and part time permanent positions available. 
•	 To join our Children’s Service divisions in Newton Aycliffe, Durham 

and Darlington area (base in Newton Aycliffe).
•	 Starting salary of £15,341 per annum with yearly incremental 

rises up to £16,376 (over four years)* pro rata. 
•	 A generous 36 days annual leave per year (pro rata). 
•	 Excellent induction and training programme.

See our website for more information and to apply today!
www.ne-as.org.uk/jobs
*Terms & Conditions Apply. Closing date for applications: Sunday 28th May 2017

Registered Charity 
No. 1028260
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AYCLIFFE NORTH & 
MIDDRIDGE TORY 

COUNTY COUNCILLORS

Paul Howell (left) and Scott 
Durham confounded the polls 
and were elected Conservative 
County Councillors.
Paul was brought up on the 
town and educated at Sugar 
Hill and then The Avenue. 
His father was Station Officer 
at the fire station before being 
promoted which led to the 
family moving to Darlington. 
Paul worked for local 
manufacturing companies 
qualifying as an Accountant 
with an MBA from Durham 
University. He subsequently 
became a Financial Director 
spending a number of years 
as operations director where 
he had responsibility for 
Purchasing, Warehousing and 
Distribution.
He retired last year and looked 
to increasing his involvement 
in community work. He plays 
golf and recently got a private 
pilots licence. he has been 
married for over 30 years and 
has a 24 year old daughter.
Scott is also an accountant with 
experience in public transport, 
clothing manufacture and 
Waste Management/Haulage.
He is currently the Financial 

Controller for Emerald 
Biogas on Aycliffe Business 
Park. Having started from 
the ground up I believe 
in apprenticeships and 
mentoring plays a key part in 
helping young people achieve 
their goals in life.
Scott is the Father of toddler 
twins, and values family life. 
He is a keen Liverpool football 
fan and watches Darlington 
home and away.

Town Mayor Jed Hillary called in at Vane Road Infants 
School last week, where parents were being consulted on a 
new school to replace their old 1959 building which is well 
past its replacement date.
The new build will be erected on a site adjacent to the existing 
school and when complete the students move in and the old 
school will then be demolished.
Head Teacher Kieran Pavey is very excited that work is 
starting very soon and said the new ultra modern design is 
outstanding and the whole site when landscaped will be a real 
asset to the town.
Sugar Hill School which was built 5 years earlier and has the 
same post war problems, should be next in line for renewal or 
rebuild, if the money can be found!

New School to 
Replace Vane Road 

Greenfield Community 
College PE department 
are delighted to announce 
they have been awarded the 
Association for Physical 
Education (afPE) Quality 
Mark for PE and School Sport. 
This prestigious award is a 
powerful way of celebrating 
the success of the department. 
The afPE Quality Mark 
recognises, through a thorough 
self-review and evaluation 
process, the strength and 
quality of physical education 
and sport in the school. It 
raises the profile of the subject 
and the school both locally and 

nationally and promotes the 
high quality work that is being 
undertaken on a day-to-day 
basis.
At Greenfield, we are fully 
aware that all young people are 
entitled to benefit from a high 
quality physical education and 
there is significant evidence 
to show this supports other 
learning right across the 
curriculum. It also contributes 
to healthy and active lifestyles, 
improves emotional well-
being, reduces poor behaviour, 
increases attendance and 
develops key skills such as 
leadership, confidence and 
social skills. High quality 
physical education and all 
the additional benefits are 
a great cause of celebration 
and the afPE Quality Mark 

P.E. QUALITY MARK FOR 
GREENFIELD COMMUNITY COLLEGE

has provided the independent 
endorsement of this at 
Greenfield Community 
College.
Schools across the UK are 
invited to apply for the 
afPE Quality Mark which 
has become the benchmark 
and industry standard for 
high quality. Greenfield PE 
Department now joins only 
three other PE Departments in 
the county to hold this award. 
Jason Rhodes, County Durham 
Secondary Lead for Teaching, 
Learning and Assessment 
in PE and afPE Validator 
recently presented the 
department with a certificate 
and an engraved plaque with 
the school now listed on the 
afPE Quality Mark webpage. 
Martin Butterworth, Subject 
Leader for PE, who was 
responsible for coordinating 
the application with his team, 
commented ‘It is very pleasing 
for the department to be 
acknowledged with such an 
esteemed award. It pays tribute 
to all the hard work of our PE 
staff on a day to day basis at 
Greenfield that has allowed 
us to realise our continuous 
commitment to ensuring that 
pupils receive high quality PE 
and school sport provision’.

Council business has begun in 
Great Aycliffe and Middridge 
with their AGMs.  Please do 
the DCC consultations.  Some 
amazing local events coming 
up.  Links to the articles below 
are at: bit.ly/CNB175 
COUNCIL
• Consultation – Council Tax 
and Care Leavers
• Consultation – 20mph part-
time speed limits
• Consultation – Garden Waste 
Collection Service
• County Durham Handyman 
Service
• Great Aycliffe Town Council 
AGM
• Great Aycliffe Neighbourhood 
Plan Referendum, 22 June
• Middridge Parish Council 
AGM
• Latest roadworks

COMMUNITY 
• Report on the Woodham 
PACT meeting
• Free Nursery and Pre-School 
Care
• Hoax-Slayer
• Short film & presentation: 

Riseburn and Eden Pit, 
7:30pm, Tuesday 23 May, 
Bishop Auckland Town Hall, 
£2
• Hot Air Balloon Festival, 26-
29 May, Houghall, Durham
• Tour Series Cycling event, 
3-7pm, 27 May, South Street, 
Durham
• Find out about the Japanese 
Tea Ceremony (5-11s), 1-3pm, 
Saturday 27 May, Durham 
Oriental Museum
• Reach for the Beach Festival, 
27 May-4 June
• Meccano Magic, 10am-
5pm, 28-29 May, Locomotion 
Museum, Shildon
• Durham Pride Parade, 
11:30am, 29 May, meet at 
Durham Cathedral
• Join the NE Autism Society’s 
Run the Spectrum on 1st July
ECONOMY
• Ebac named as one of the 
Stock Exchange’s 1,000 
Companies to Inspire Britain
• Great news for Tekmar – 
from Taiwan
• Great news at Finley 
Structures

Compiled by 
County Councillor John Clare

COUNTY
NEWSBITS

A Butterwick Hospice Charity 
Event at Woodham Golf and 
Country Club on the 31st 
of May is hosted by Zoe 
Efthymiadou!
Please join us for an evening 
full of laughter and fun!  
Singing live are two dynamic 
local vocalists Chrissy and 
Ian James who will keep us 
entertained with a variety of 
music all evening.  
Also, tuck into a delicious 
homemade pie and peas in a 
welcoming atmosphere where 
you can enjoy the beautiful 
panoramic views. 
Raffle and cash action prizes 
will be on offer, a chance to 
win a luxurious spa for 2 at 
Rockliffe Hall with a 2 course 
meal, golf package and carvery 

for 4  at Woodham Golf and 
Country Club and a bottle of 
Champagne, also many, many 
more wonderful prizes. 
This is a fantastic Charity 
Event in aid of Butterwick 
House Hospice for Babies, 
Children and Young Adults. 
The aim of Butterwick House 
is to improve the quality 
of life for those who have 
a progressive life limiting 
illness. It also offers support to 
those close to them.
Please come and support this 
event and don’t miss a great 
night out! 
Tickets can be purchased from 
Woodham Golf and Country 
Club, please purchase your 
tickets in advance.
31st May 7pm. Ticket price: £7 

Great Night Out at 
Woodham Golf Club

Last year the majority of 
people voted to leave the EU. 
That is why in March I voted 
to trigger Article 50, so the 
UK could begin the process of 
leaving. 
I have been, and will continue 
to be your voice on Brexit. 
I have spent the last year 
asking local people in Newton 
Aycliffe and Sedgefield 
constituency their views on 
Brexit, so I can do this. 
Our priority is bringing jobs 
and investment to the area, 
protecting local services such 
as the NHS, our schools and 
our police force. We need a 
Brexit deal that benefits the 
people of this town, and the 
North East. People did not vote 
to make themselves poorer 

Phil Wilson - 
Backing your Brexit

after we leave the EU.
My commitment on Brexit 
is to be your voice, not the 
voice of Theresa May who will 
never put the needs of Newton 
Aycliffe and the North East 
first. They don’t care about us 
in the North, they never have. 
If we relied on the Tories then 
we wouldn’t have Hitachi and 
the 1000 jobs the plant has 
created. 
Your vote in Sedgefield on 
June 8th won’t affect who is 
in Number 10 on June 9th. But 
it will effect who your local 
MP is. A vote for me, is a vote 
for a local man who will put 
the needs of this constituency 
over the wants of those in 
Westminster. 
Phil Wilson

Residents’ Associations in 
Great Aycliffe work well for 
their communities, sorting out 
issues with the authorities and 
bringing people together for 
social activities.
Neville Community Centre 
has offered its premises as a 
meeting place and  focal point 
for the new association if 
formed.
The intention is to call an 
Inaugural Meeting in June to 
form the Neville Residents’ 
Association subject to 
sufficient interest being shown 
by people who live in the ward.
Great Aycliffe Resident’s 
Association is behind this 
project and need to see if the 
Neville Ward residents support 
the idea.
Please contact GARA 
Chairman Syd Howarth on 
01325 300212 (business hours)
or e-mail: syd@newtonpress.
net

NEVILLE RESIDENTS’ ASSOC.
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Call us Today to make your appointment.

4 Church Street, 
Coxhoe, 
Durham, 
DH6 4DD 
T: 0191 3770227
 

4 Cobblers Hall Centre, 
Burn Lane, 
Newton Aycliffe, 
Co Durham,  DL5 4SE 
T: 01325 319922

20b Alnwick Road, 
Newton Hall, 
Durham, 
DH1 5LX 
T: 0191 3843452

47 West Auckland Road, 
Cockerton, 
Darlington, 
DL3 9EL 
T: 01325 489684

Book online now at www.thevillageoptician.com

www.facebook.com/thevillageoptician               Twitter @FabulousEyewear

#FabulousEyewear from The Village Optician

£40 off our standard range, up to £89 frames
£60 off our Designer ranges, £99 frames to £189 frames
£100 off our Elite Designer range, £199 frames and over.

Bring this voucher to save up to £100 on your new glasses
Terms & Conditions apply. One voucher per person, per transaction. No cash alternative. Excludes Tom Davies Bespoke Frames. Expires 30th June 2017. Code: NE.

Save up to £100 off
Bring this 

voucher with 
you!

 

#Fabulous Eyewear at

Need 2 pairs? Then get a second pair half price when you choose  
frames from our £75 range or above.  

(Cheapest pair half price, terms and conditions apply see in store for details).
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FOR ALL YOUR 
PRINTING

REQUIREMENTS
Newton Press 
 Tel: 300212

SHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Door
Repair

Specialist

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs
Mechanism Repair/Replacement
Door Adjustment - Door Furniture
Emergency Door Opening
90% OF PARTS IN STOCK

24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114
07748 044 808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Locksmiths

Remember to tell the advertiser you 
found them in the Newton News

Including Property Maintenance
• Fuse Board Upgrades •

• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •

• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •
• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on 

01325 313282
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)

Check out our website for monthly
deals: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

Electrical

Specialists in:
• Rewires  • Fuse Boxes
• Showers • Cookers

• EMERGENCY CALL OUTS

Contact Neil on

07913 975189
or 01325 714016   -   www.neilelectrical.co.uk

N.N.E.
Electrical Services

For all your print requirements
Newton Press 300212

Pest Control
AYCLIFFE PEST 
CONTROL. Domestic, 
Commercial and Industrial. 
Fully trained and insured. 
NPTA member. 30+ years 
experience. Tel: 01325 301 063 
or 07790 732 089. Facebook: 
Aycliffe Pest Control
PROTECH Direct Pest 
Control. Experts in industrial, 
commercial and domestic pest 
control. 16+ years experience, 
fully insured, free quotes. Tel 
01325 310 520 or 07896 848 
856 (24 hours)
D. OLIVER Pest Control, 
domestic or contract. No 
poison used - just humane 
traps. No job too small. Tel 
07756 825 637

H&H JOINERY
& PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE
All aspects of Joinery Work,

Kitchen Fitting and
General Maintenance

Playhouses & Summerhouses
10% Discount for OAPs

Tel: 01325 317172
Mobile:  07769 903173

STEVE WHITEHEAD
All aspects of Joinery and Glazing Services Covered
Established 30 years

We will beat any like for like
quotation
01325 333280 / 07836 355139

Foster Joinery Services
All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

From inside the home: Doors, Hardwood and Laminate 
Flooring, Skirting and Architrave, Staircases and 

revamping what you already have, Loft entrances and 
Loft Ladders.

To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.
Also Plastering Tiling and Bathroom fitting.
No job too small - Can supply all materials

Just ring 07748 967 374 for a FREE quote

C SMILLIE
• Joinery •
• Building •

• Decorating •
Established 1984

Apprenticeship Served

312024  after 6pm

Joinery

LAMBTON JOINERY Kitchen and bedrooms fitted, doors, 
skirting, dado rails, laminate floors, general joinery. No job too 
small. Call for free estimates. Tel 07858 755 437

VALLEY
WROUGHT IRON

High Quality Gates, Wall
Railings & Garden Fences

Free Estimates and Advice
Experienced Tradesmen

Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Contact Stephen on
07976 554046 anytime

E: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www. valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Iron / Steel

G. CROSSEN
PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07340 606402
Time Served  -  C&G  -  Established 15 yrs

Brushstrokes
Decorators

FREE QUOTES
Any interior/exterior work get

50% off next job (within 12months)
Front/Rear gutters & fascias 

cleaned from £60.00

Tel: 01325 312953
Mobile: 07587 140912

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator

Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate
01325 483 697

or 07745 037 754

Decorating

P & B HOME SERVICES
Painting &  Decorating

TELEPHONE: 01325 308483
MOBILE TEL: 07799 166 555

DRAGON DECORATORS 
All aspects of interior & 
exterior decorating, including 
children’s artwork. Over 20 
years experience. No job too 
small, free estimates. Contact 
Colin on 07952 364 426
A&T TILING Wall and floor 
tiling, professional service 
at competitive rates. Free 
estimates. Tony 07858 755 437
C. A. PLASTERERS 
all plastering work, artex 
skimmed, small jobs, free 
estimates, 01388 721 206
PAINTER & Decorator, over 
30 years experience, free 
estimates. Tel Steve Pearson 
on 319 862 or 07896 917 880
SC PLASTERING - All 
plastering work undertaken, 
very tidy workers. Skimming, 
Rendering, Boarding, Coving. 
For a free quote call Sam on 
07825 650 437.

Remember to tell the advertiser you 
found them in the Newton News

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Block Paving - Patios

Turfing - Gravelling - Fencing
Tree & Hedges - Roofing

Drainage - Brickwork
Garden Clearances

Lift & Relay Driveways
Power Washing

Mini Digger Hire + more
Free Estimates - Great Rates

01325 321567

07984 817 111
www.landscaper-northeast.co.uk

DJ GARDENING
SERVICES

Gardening

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work

Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking & 

Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432

Mobile: 07765 374 905

LANDSCAPE & BLOCKPAVING 
SPECIALISTS

GARY O’CONNOR
•  Driveways  •  Patios  •  Paving

•  Walling  •  Fencing  •  More
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE WITH VERY 

COMPETITIVE RATES CALL GARY ON

01325 320 267
07866 561 340

LAWNS CUT, Hedges 
Trimmed, Trees & Shrubs Cut 
Back & Tamed - Green Waste 
Removed. Visit us at www.
espropertyservices.co.uk or 
call Ian on 01325 318 269
MARTIN SHIRES garden 
Landscaping Services, Block 
Paving Specialists. Fencing, 
Decking, Patios, Walls, 
Turfing, Hedges. Quality 
guaranteed work. Tel 321 891
ALPINE LANDSCAPES.
Patios, Driveways, Fencing, 
Decking, Gravel, Turfing, 
Walls. All work guaranteed. 
20 years experience, est 10 
years, professional advice. 
www.alpinelandscapes.co.uk - 
contact Alan on 01325 788 116 
or 07974 710 351
HAND IN GLOVE Gardening 
Services. Good quality work 
at competitive rates from your 
local gardener. FREE quotes. 
One-off jobs or regular visits. 
07488 244 548

Fencing
Tree Surgery

Cuts and Trims

Call for a quote
07854 684712

DLRP
FENCING & GARDEN

SPECIALIST

CHRIS McGILL
“Cut Above Tiling”

Kitchen & Bathroom
Tiling Specialist

Free Quotes
All Work Guaranteed

07542 865708
cut above tiling

WOODHAM
REMOVALS
01325 313352
07547 433801

“U” STORE Aycliffe Business 
Park. Domestic and Industrial 
storage. Open 6 days a week. 
Large and small containers 
from £12 per week. Tel 01325 
317 716, 07850 646 355
MOVING A THING? Call 
Phil from £14 per hour. Tel 
Aycliffe 07596 179 859
MAN WITH VAN cheap 
removals, house and garage 
clearances. Tel 07860 560 295
DAVID’S REMOVALS Single 
items, part loads, full houses  
and house clearances etc. Fully 
insured, good rates. David on 
07984 817 111 or 01325 321 
567

Acorn Removals
and Deliveries

(MAN AND VAN)

Since 1992
Local and Nati onwide

Tel Tony 300557
07779 890 006

Removals

Full House, Part Load
or Single Items.

Local and National
Storage Available.

01325 319842
or 07736 763702
www.smithsremovals.co.uk

Smiths
removals

TREETOPS
Gardening Services

Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming
Trees Chopped/Felled/Pruned

Block Paving and Fencing
10% OAP DISCOUNT
Friendly, reliable team

07564 612476

Highside Road Nursery
Heighington

Tel: 07809 028310

BEDDING
PLANTS

Over 100 Varieties
of Plants

and Shrubs

OPEN 7 DAYS
9.00am - 4.00pm

OPEN ALL 
EASTER 

WEEKEND

R.M.
Fencing & Gardening Services

All outdoor work 
undertaken
Free Quotes

07534 365680

TR  CY
Highway Maintenance

No. 1 in the North 
East for Tarmacadam

Car Parks, Private Schools,
Caravan Parks, Farm Roads,
Small Household Driveways
Machine or Hand Laid in Black and Red

CIS Registered
Public Liability Insured over £5 million

Tel: 07459 188449
Email: tracytarmac@icloud.com
Website: www.tracytarmac.co.uk

Road Surfacing

Aerial Installations

 01325 307075

To one room £50

Naylors Aerials

Fully Guaranteed

AERIAL

Free Estimates

Latest 4G aerials used
Same day service available

Add £25Another Room

May 

Special

offer

10%
Discount

Just
Show Advert

 Fuse Box Replacement
 Extra Sockets & Lights
 Landlord Inspections
 Experienced Electrician
 Tidy & Reliable
 Free Quotes & Advice
 OAP Discounts

No Job Too Small
Give Richard a Call

Mobile: 07859 021039
Telephone: 01325 308349

Established 2005

P.H.S
PETER CABLE
Home Maintenance

Any Job Considered:
Gardening • Painting

High Pressure Cleaning
Repairs • Gutters Cleaned

Grass/Hedge Cutting
any Property Maintenance

Free Estimates - No Call Out Charge

01325 317 216 or 
07946 432 901

CROSSLAND FENCING 
& TREE SERVICES. Tree 
Surgery, Stump Grinding, 
Hedge Cutting, Fencing. Fully 
Insured & Qualified. Free 
Estimates. Tel: 377 755

No Job Too Small
Installation Certificates

PAT Testing
Fuse Board Upgrades
Rewires  |  Lighting

Extra Sockets
Fault Finding
Free Quotes

• EMERGENCY CALL OUTS •
Contact Dave on

Telephone:

07563 088 946

DJW
ELECTRICS

PAINTING, DECORATING, 
Garden Work, Patios, Decking, 
Tidy-ups. No job too small, tel. 
07741 406 282

Simon Goon, managing 
director of Business Durham, 
is stepping down from his 
position at the economic 
development company to take 
up a job as chief operating 
office at Synoptica, an early-
stage Artificial Intelligence 
company based in Guilford, 
Surrey.
Mr Goon, who will leave in 
August, has held his position 
at Business Durham for the 
last four years, overseeing 
the growth of the NETPark 
science site at Sedgefield, 
as well as developing 
employment sites elsewhere 
in the county.
He said: “I have enjoyed a 
great few years at Business 
Durham, helping the 
organisation to achieve its 

SIMON GOON TO LEAVE BUSINESS DURHAM
aim of supporting businesses 
to create wealth and jobs for 
County Durham and driving 
enterprise and innovation.
“I’ve worked with a brilliant 
team who care passionately 
about the economic 
development of County 
Durham. I’d like to thank 
them for their support and I 
look forward to an exciting 
new chapter in my career 
working in a sector which 
is at the cutting edge of 
economic advancement.”
Simon who previously 
worked at regional 
development agency One 
NorthEast as head of 
business investment, said 
he would work with Sarah 
Robson and Ian Thompson, 
the Council’s head of 

economic development 
and corporate director, on 
ensuring a smooth transition. 
Mr Goon, who has a PhD 
in organic chemistry from 

Sunderland, had worked 
in the chemicals and 
pharmaceuticals industries 
before moving into business 
development.
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For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338
waterways@talktalk.net

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs    Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes    Power Flushing

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com
24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596

Mobile 07931 591381

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs
Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing
Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

StainKleen
Professional Cleaning Services for Carpets, Upholstery, Rugs

and Leather Cleaning - Tiling and Grout Floor Cleaning
RAPID DRYING - FULLY INSURED

Tel Paul on 01325 493003
Mobile: 07817 573 604   -   Web: www.stainkleen.co.uk

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE REPAIRS

ALL MAKES OF WASHERS
TUMBLERS, MICROWAVES
DISHWASHERS
VACUUM CLEANERS
FRIDGE/FREEZERS
COOKERS
* Free Estimates
* No Call Out Charge
* Appliances Plumbed in

Telephone:  321756

Home Services

The Small Works
Tiling, Plastering
Laminate Flooring
Bathroom Installations
Painting, Landscaping
Fencing, Turfing
and more, just call.
No job too small!

Handyman Services
Call Tim on

01325 321405
07734 357789

“One Call Solves Them All”

Phoenix Carpet Cleaners
Bringing new life to your carpets and upholstery
Fully insured & CRB checked
Stain removal
NHS staff discount
Reliable and efficient
Domestic and commercial
A high quality 7 day service

www.phoenixcarpetcleaners.co.uk

M 07733 804870
T  01325 281597

JPS Domesti c
Appliance Repairs

07789 127923
01325 320747

All makes of Washing Machines,
Tumble Dryers, Dish Washers,

Electric Cookers, Ovens and Hobs

Handyman Service Available

No Job Too Small

Driving School

Jacks Driving School
Fully Qualified High Grade Instructors

TRAILER/CARAVAN TRAINING ALSO AVAILABLE
Helping you to relax, enjoy and build confidence

Excellent first time pass rate - Block booking offers

Jack: 07949 195 184
Mally: 07840 978 984
Dave: 07708 549 788

Special offer: First 5 hours £90 - www.jacksdrivingschool.co.uk

Plumbing

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES

• Carpet and 
upholstery cleaning
• Leather cleaning 

and repair
• Pressure washing

• Gutter cleaning 
and repair

• End of tenancy cleans
• Domestic and  

Commercial 
cleaning staff

• Janitorial supplies
• Fully insured

01325 327 087
or 07895 697 115

NC Plumbing Services
All plumbing requirements undertaken

From a drip to a full bathroom refit
Complete bathroom specialist

Full tiling and wall cladding service
Full power flush service - No job too small

Central heating problems repaired

Neil 07882 233219 or 01325 580224
out of hours call out available

Over 40 years’ Experience

Acorn Plumbing & Heating
    •  Boiler Installations
    •  Central Heating
    •  Bathroom Refurbishment
    •  Wet Rooms
    •  Tiling
    •  General Plumbing

Tel: 320409 - Mobile: 07798 860593
www.acornplumbingservices.co.uk

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

Tel: 01325 312345
30 Year Old Family Run Business

BOILER & FULL SYSTEM 
REPLACEMENTS

No Deposit, 12 months Interest Free
or Monthly Payments over longer term

St. Cuthberts House
Block 1, Ground Floor
Durham Way North
Aycliffe Business Park
Co. Durham DL5 6DL

Stop Clicking Around
Visit Newton News
online for your local
DAILY news feed

www.newtonnews.co.ukNEWTON NEWS

For all Plumbing needs - Mark 07949 018018

• Full Bathroom Installation Service • Toilets/Water Tanks
• Burst Pipes, Blockages and Leaks • Kitchen Sinks and Taps
Anything at all . . . Give me a call, No Job Too Small

Fast, Friendly and Reliable Service
No job too small - All work sensibly priced
24 hour emergency call out with no call out fee
All Work Fully Guaranteed - Normally Same Day Service

GRANGE PLUMBING SERVICES

01388 778556

OPEN 7 

DAYS A 

WEEK

HOUSE PLANS, Extensions 
and Alterations Tel: 01325 300 
646 or 07795 965 670

Plans

EVERCLEAN
Home and Office

Fantastic Service! Outstand-
ing Results! Professional, 
Friendly Reliable staff! Top 
quality cleaning materials 
supplied! Fully Insured! Bril-
liant reviews/references! Free 
30 minutes for all new regular 
clients!

Please contact Susan
07584 288 821

or 01325 319 392
CARPET FITTER and vinyl 
flooring specialist. Contact 
Richard  on  07946 435 177
CLEANING ANGELS. 
For all your cleaning needs. 
Commercial cleaning 
available. Domestic, end of 
tenancy, holiday lets, builders 
cabins, oven cleans, ironing 
service available. Competitive 
rates. Find us on Facebook. 
Contact Angela 07518 798 
595
DAVE’S HANDYMAN 
SERVICES gardening, 
painting, flat packs, all types 
of jobs considered. Tel. 01325 
317 325 or 07948 421 061
A.C.L. WINDOW 
CLEANING. All windows 
professionally hand cleaned. 
For a quality job contact 07749 
933 934 for a free estimate.
PROPERTY Maintenance 
& Handyman Services, for a 
friendly & efficient service 
contact us on 01325 318269 
or visit our website at www.
espropertyservices.co.uk We 
are fully insured & always 
happy to help.

R.J. ROOFING
Winter Repairs to

Roofs, Gutters
and Facias

New Tiled Roofs
& Garage Roofs

TELEPHONE:
07976 393673

Roofing

JK ROOFING (Aycliffe)
Aycliffe & Surrounding Areas - From a Tile to a Full Roof

• Felt Roofs • Pointing • Dry Verge, Soffits
• Dry Ridge System • Facias, Guttering
We’ll beat any genuine quote, Free estimates:

Tel: 01325 461 473
Mobile: 07596 801534 or 07562 439455

AYCLIFFE.ROOFING
Chimney Stacks - Slating - Ridge Tiles Replaced - Tiling - Flat Roofs

Pointing - UPVC Facias and Soffi ts - Guttering - Leadwork
Storm Damage - Velux Windows - Recommendations Available

For a Free Estimate Contact James Watson
01325 486099 or 07799 426110

Working with                         - www.ratedroofi ngltd.co.uk

FOLLOW
US ON

SIMPLY SEARCH newton-news

07701 359375  or 01325 247364

548094

• Boilers Installed, Repaired and Serviced
• Full Heating Systems

• Wall and Floor Tiling • Showers
Bathroom Refurbs • Electrics

Email: fastflow_heating@yahoo.co.uk
Website: www.fastflowplumbing.com

DO YOU NEED A 
POP UP BANNER

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR CLUB OR 
ORGANISATION?

Prices from £60.00
Contact: Newton Press

01325 300212

NEWTON NEWS
NEWTON NEWS is published and 
printed by Newton Press, which was first 
established in 1948 and incorporates “The 
Newtonian”. Visit the on-line version at 
www.newtonnews.co.uk
DISCLAIMER Newton News cannot be 
held responsible for advertisers offering 
goods or services. As a general rule we would 
advise anyone NOT to part with any money 
until the order has been completed to your 
full satisfaction. All information is correct, 
to the best of our knowledge, at the time of 
printing. Newton News accepts articles in 
good faith and takes no responsibility for 
errors and/or omissions.

BUILDERS      07896 046992
ALL BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE WORK

Extensions, Garage Conversions, Porches,
Garden Walls, Patios   -   Free Estimates

CALL NATHAN 07896 046992 (Aycliffe Village)

Jeff Horsley
28 years experience

Full Build of Extensions
Porches, Garages,

Garden Walls, Patios,
Concreting and Re-Pointing

FREE ESTIMATES
Guaranteed Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01325 313939
or 07970 869967

Builders

 

 

 

    
Visit our website for info & brochures:  
             protradeglazing.com                 
Call free  0800 023 5523  7 Days a week     

ProTrade
Building & Glazing

0808 1559 867
07960 112 829

98 William Street
Bishop Auckland DL14 8RJ

northeastroofi ng@btinternet.com

www.neroofing.co.uk

Domestic & Commercial 
Roofi ng Specialists 

covering the North East
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This weekend, the Great North 
Air Ambulance Service will 
celebrate with more than 350 
supporters at its annual ball, 
held fifteen years to the day it 
was formally registered as a 
charity. 
Grahame Pickering MBE, the 
charity’s chief executive, said 
the landmark was a testament 
to the generosity of the people 
of the North-East, Cumbria and 
North Yorkshire.
He said: “The charity has 
evolved from very humble 
beginnings to become one of the 
UK’s leading air ambulances. 
Over the last 15 years, with the 
support of the general public, 
the charity’s innovative and 
ground breaking practice, 
often months or years ahead of 
other pre-hospital services, has 
enhanced the standards of care 
delivered to more than 16,000 
patients in our region. 
“Never before has the region 
had such an advanced critical 
care out of hospital service 
that has benefitted so many 
individuals and their families. 
A credit to the people of the 
North.”
Among those in attendance at 
the celebration at the Hilton 
in Gateshead will be Henry 
Brooke, the professional jockey 
whose career was thrown into 

jeopardy in a fall at Hexham 
Racecourse last year. Thanks 
to GNAAS, and subsequently 
from the team of medics and 
the rehab centre, Mr Brooke 
has since returned to the 
saddle.
He said: “It’s hard to imagine 
what we did before GNAAS 
existed. My life certainly 
wouldn’t have been the same. 
It’s a great reminder for us all 
to dig deep and get behind this 
cause.”
Mr Brooke and his family have 
donated several items to the 
auction at the ball, including 
a Grand National racecard 
signed by all participating 
jockeys, and signed Premier 
League football shirts.
Mr Pickering said: “We are 
proud to have some of our 
patients coming along on the 
night. We are hugely grateful to 
Henry for supporting us. After 
all, he and the other patients 
are the living embodiment of 
what we are here for.”
Ahead of the ball, which is 
hosted by GNAAS patron 
Pam Royle, Mr Pickering 
met patients at the charity’s 
Cumbrian base at Langwathby. 
Neil Wilson, of Berwick, 
was one of those present. He 
needed a pre-hospital blood 
transfusion – one of the first 
to take place in the North 
of England – when he was 
involved in a cycling accident. 
“GNAAS are phenomenal,” he 
said. “It’s only when you need 
them that you realise how vital 
they are.”
To support GNAAS, please 
call 01325-487263 or visit 
www.gnaas.com

Fifteenth Birthday 
of Air Ambulance

CLASSIC WEDDING CARS 
offer a superb collection of 
cars for your special day 
inc lud ing  Rol l s -Royces , 
Bentleys, Jaguars, Beaufords, 
Daimler Limousines and VW 
Campervans. View our cars at 
our Aycliffe showroom. www.
classic-wedding-cars.co.uk 
01325 789291 (Aycliffe) mob 
07721 771113.

Weddings

Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Opticians
Chiropody

CHIROPODY
Mr P. Oliver

BSc (Hons)  -  M.Ch.S
for a Home Visit call

01325 320126

INASPIN ROADSHOW 
Discos for al l  occasions. 
Weddings, birthdays, etc. a 
speciality. State of the Art Light 
Show. Tel 01325 310646 or 
07952 244404
P R O F.  N I N C O M P O O P 
Children’s entertainer making 
bi r thday par t ies  specia l . 
Balloons, magic and tomfoolery, 
midweek discounts. Tel Gary 
on 310646 or 07952 244404. 
Websi te :  www.professor-
nincompoop.com - Facebook: 
Prof Nincompoop

Entertainment

Computers

Aycliffe 
COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification

PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades  -  Data Recovery
Windows 10 Installation

Broadband Installation
Networking  -  Anti Virus

Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

No Call Out Charge Within 
Newton News Circulation area

Contact Rob
01325 310737
07841 867170

aycliffecomputers@googlemail.com

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED 
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER 

BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

ENJOY LEARNING Guitar, 
Bass or Drums at home. 
Tel Roger 01325 321444  - 
Friendly, Experienced, Local.

Tuition

GUITAR 
LESSONS

Acoustic and Classical

Beginners to Advanced

Learn to play fast!

Call Chris 
on 
07771 231 727
morethancovers.info

EYE DREAM Photography 
for weddings, portrait and 
event photography. Telephone: 
07595 023 823 or  email 
paul@eyedreamphotography.
c o . u k  o r  v i s i t  w w w .
eyedreamphotography.co.uk

Photography

BVA Foundation
FREE
Confidential
Post Abortion
Counselling 
available

Telephone:
01642 616077

SAMARITANS - 13 Woodland 
Road, Darlington. We are 
here for you 24 hours a day. 
Telephone 08457 90 90 90

Personal

ALL LANDLORDS
We need 2, 3, 4 bedroom houses and apartments 

in Newton Aycliffe and surrounding areas 
for our clients on our waiting list.

For further information call

PROPERTY EXCHANGE  ESTATE AGENTS
01325 778775

ARLA registered agent

Accommodation

3 BEDROOM properties 
available to rent in Hawes 
Place, Newton Aycliffe. Please 
contact Lucy on 07826 925 
652 for further details (please 
note we do not accept DSS).
2  BEDROOM house in 
Mellanby Crescent, call 07882 
440 377
THREE BEDROOM semi 
detached in Bates Close with 
conservatory, all modern. 
£450pcm, £450 bond. Tel 
07976 321 756
PROFESSIONAL ROOMS 
to rent in Newton Aycliffe. 
Contact 07495 661 995
TWO BEDROOM house to 
let in Kenny Walk. Call 07519 
376 870

Bury Guest House
8-10 Bury Road

Newton Aycliffe DL5 5DL

01325 300203

“Aycliffe’s Premier Guest House”

• Self Contained Rooms
• Single or Twin Rooms

• All Bills Included
• Free Wi-Fi

• Good Weekly Rates

Sits Vacant

ELIZABETH’S ELITE 
Cleaning are always looking 
for reliable, self employed 
ladies to take on work for our 
rapidly expanding business. If 
you are an experienced cleaner, 
have your own car and a recent 
DBH check, you are honest, 
trustworthy, can work flexible 
hours and at short notice, then 
we want you. Call or text 
07535 383 994.

Autos

Stigs Motor Factors
Unit 4 Whitworth Avenue

Oils, Wipers, Filters, Brakes, Clutches,
Suspension, Additives, Car Care, Bulbs,
Batteries, Anti Freeze, Bearings + more

Wiperblade, Bulb + 
Battery fi tting available

OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK

TEL: 01325 316 566

A.C.T. Motors
and Car Sales
Auto Repairs

 Clutches, Brakes,
Exhausts, Servicing etc.
Vehicles bought for cash

07871 173733
07526 293780

Pets

DOG WALKING Daytime, 
half hour sessions £5.50 per 
dog. Years of experience in dog 
handling. Tel 07756 825 637

BUTLER ROAD
Two bedroom terraced,

new kitchen, good condition,
front patio, rear garden,

quiet area, near town centre
Call for details/view

01325 778775

Property Sales

Wanted

WANTED Household 
furniture. Tel 07860 560295

WANTED
A Citroen 2CV.

Scrap/MOT failed car 
that is generally sound, 
preferably a runner. To 
use as a donor car for a 

kit car project.

Tel 07842 957334

HAIR DESIGN Experienced 
mobile hairstylist. Reduced 
rates for OAPs. Call Lynn on 
07904 219 997

Hairdressing
JO-ANNE’S

MOBILE
BEAUTY

Nail Extensions, Shellac, Manicures, Waxing
Spa Pedicures, Brazilian Waxing, Tinting,

ILAH Redcarpet Brows, Eyelash Extensions,
Spray Tan, Facials, Massages, Airbase Makeup

Beauty Parties, Prom Packages, Weddings
Facebook: Jo-Anne’s Mobile Beauty
www.jo-annesmobilebeauty.uk

Contact Jo-Anne Murphy:

07890 219494

Beauty

SERENITY - Beauty by 
Samantha - I offer a range of 
treatments, hot stone massages, 
waxing, pedicures, eyelash 
shaping and tinting, eyelash 
extensions. Contact Samantha 
on 07961 548 032 or I can be 
found on Facebook.

DONATIONS needed of Bric-
a-Brac and other good condition 
items for Newton Aycliffe good 
causes. Ring Honest John 316 
630

Public Notice

The National Animal 
Sanctuar ies  Support 
League at Newton Aycliffe 
thank all who applied for the 
vacancy for the Admin post 
which has now been filled.

Woodham Dance Academy 
are exceptionally busy around 
this time of year. They recently 
competed at the Great Big 
Dance Off in Warrington, 
where they were placed second. 
They also held their annual 
Dance Showcase at Woodham 
Academy where they were 
able to perform pieces to their 
families and friends. 
Monday 24th April saw the 
Dance Academy put on a 
spectacular performance at the 
‘Feet First’ Dance Showcase, 
which was held at the Gala 
Theatre, Durham. The Dance 
Academy has been part of this 
performance over the years and 
work hard to prepare creative, 
exciting pieces for the audience. 
They performed in two separate 
groups that showcased two 
different styles of dance, both 
of which were fun, energetic 
and complex. One of the groups 
performed a piece that is always 
enjoyed by the audience and 
really brings the atmosphere 
to life. The 90’s mash up was 
choreographed by Kay Clarey of 
Joanne Banks Dancers. 
Not only is this technically 
difficult, but it requires a huge 
amount of stamina as the 
dancers are required to stay 
in character throughout their 
performance. The bright colours 
and beaming smiles really 
showed off the talent and hard 
work that went into this piece. 
The other group performed the 
jive. This is a much loved piece 
that has been choreographed 
by Hannah Kent, Director of 
Woodham Sports Academy. 
The dance is Woodham Dance 
Academy’s own take of a 
traditional 1930’s ballroom 
dance. The students really 
show resilience, as the dance 
is physically demanding due to 
its high energy and continuous 
bounce. 
Whilst at the Gala Theatre, 
Woodham Academy’s students 
were complimented on their 
outstanding behaviour and 
were great ambassadors for 
the school. They remained 
professional when performing 
and also showed appreciation for 
the other schools that performed 
in the show. 
Due to their success, the Dance 
Academy have been asked 
to perform at a local event to 

support a Cancer Support Group 
who are hosting a fundraising 
event at Newton Aycliffe Youth 
Centre. There will be table top 
stalls, children’s entertainment 
and professional stalls. There 
will also be the performance 
from Woodham’s Dance 
Academy. This event will be 
held from 10:30am until 2:30pm 
on Saturday 1st July.

Great Performances 
by Woodham Dancers

A singer who honed her skills 
in the North East brought her 
work back home last weekend.  
Hayley McKay, was born in 
Durham and went to school in 
Hurworth near Darlington. 
She performed a unique mix 
of pop, electro and country to 
the Gala Theatre on Saturday, 
13th May. 
“To have a headline gig at Gala 
was amazing as it’s such a great 
venue,” she said. I performed 
there at the premiere of the 
feature film Harrigan starring 
Stephen Tomkinson in 2013 as 
I sang on the soundtrack”.
“I spend about half of my time 
in London, but I always love 
coming back home to catch 
up with friends and family. 
It’s even better when I have 
an opportunity to perform 
for them as they’ve been so 
supportive of me.”

After achieving one of the ten 
highest grades in the UK in 
her drama GCSE, Hayley went 
on to study Performing Arts, 
Drama, Drama Theatre and 
Music Tech at Queen Elizabeth 
College in Darlington and 
later graduated to an artist 
development course in London 
with Access to Music, where 
alumni include Rita Ora and 
Ed Sheeran.
She has recently released her 
second single The Bottom Of 
My Heart and has played a 
number of high-profile gigs 
including Northumberland 
Live, Cornbury Festival and 
Glastonbury.

Local Singing Star 
Performs in Durham

Dear Sir,
I was somewhat confused by 
the article in the Newton News 
about the Tory candidate for 
Sedgefield as it mentioned 
“teams of activists from 
Open Britain” here in the 
constituency. 
This has certainly not been my 
experience in the constituency. 
The people helping Phil 
Wilson, the Labour candidate, 
are in fact local volunteers 
and residents rooted in our 
communities who all believe 
that Phil is the best candidate 
to be our MP. 
I bumped into some of the 
Tory candidate’s campaigners 
in Aycliffe - it turned out that 
none of them were local they 
were all from Hull University 
Conservative Students 
Association. How can this be 
any good for our community? 
I trust the local people who are 
backing our local candidate 
not posh students from Hull 
coming here to tell us to vote 
for their friend who lives miles 
away in Hull.
Mr Jordan Gill

Election
Confusion 

The Mothers’ Union and 
Women’s Fellowship are 
having a trip away on 
Wednesday June 7th. This 
is to Kiplin Hall, and on to 
Richmond for the afternoon. 
If anyone would like to join 
us on our trip you are more 
than welcome. The cost has 
not been finally decided until 
we fill the coach, but should 
be no more than £15.00. This 
includes return travel, entrance 
into the grounds and Garden at 
Kiplin Hall, and Tea/ Coffee 
with various scones on arrival. 
If you are interested please 
contact Pam Lovelass on 01325 
316 841 for more details. 

Mother’s 
Union Trip
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For Sale
RENT a washing machine only 
£3.99 per week, no deposit, fully 
maintained. Bargain Buys, Shafto 
Way, 01325 321 678
“ALL SORTS” Charity Shop 
at the side of St. Clare’s Church 
is open 10am to 1pm every 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. 
On sale is a huge selection of 
bric-a-brac, toys, household 
goods, jewellery, electrical goods 
. . . the list is endless. All items 
are perfect and at low prices. 
All money raised will continue 
to be given to good causes. All 
Sorts is a charitable project run 
and funded solely by Godfrey 
Bennett.
GREY SWING round chair. 
18 months old, immaculate 
condition. £250. Tel. 314 830
WHEELCHAIR £35, Porta 
Potti £25. Tel. 07956 089 63
SHERBOURNE 2 seater sofa 
with matching rise and recline 
chair, will separate. £250 each. 
01325 300 322
AS NEW folding mobility 
scooter for sale. Please ring for 
details. 07967 310 690
ASTON DRAKE Porcelain 
Dolls. Mary Queen of Scots Doll 
with Violin. The Little Musician, 
Christmas Dolls, Sunshine and 
Lollipops, Sitting Indian Doll, 
Nicholas the Winter Baby, 
Special Delivery New Born, 
Fresh from the Patch Baby Doll 
and lots more. Tel. 01325 309 028
BRAND NEW double divan 
with quilted Damask mattress, 
can arrange delivery, £120. Tel 
07789 113343

Obituary Congratulations

In Memoriam

Birthday 
Remembrance

DICKINSON May 12th, 
peacefully in Bethany House 
Care Home, formerly of Rose 
Lodge. Lily (née Ashett) aged 
84 years (late of Usworth, 
Washington). Sadly missed 
by all her family and friends. 
Funeral Monday May 22nd. 
Would friends kindly meet 
for Service in Wear Valley 
Crematorium, Coundon at 
2.00pm. Family flowers only 
please. Donations, in lieu, 
in aid of The Alzheimer’s 
Society may be given or will 
be accepted by Whitehouse 
Funeral Service, Surtees 
House, Hilton Road, Newton 
Aycliffe, DL5 6EN. Tel: 01325 
318600.
JOHN NISBET (Ian) 27th 
April, aged 61. Much loved by 
all his family. You will always 
be in our hearts. Would family 
and friends please meet for 
Service and cremation at Wear 
Valley Crematorium, Coundon 
at 1pm on Monday 22nd May.
CORNER (née Dunnington) 
Greta of Newton Aycliffe, 
Peacefully at Rose Lodge Care 
Home on May the 10th aged 
75 years. Dearly beloved Wife 
of Trevor. A much loved Mam 
to Lynn. A treasured Grandma 
to Bethany and Owen. A dear 
Mother in law to Mark. A 
loving Sister, Aunt and Friend. 
Family and friends please meet 
for Service at Wear Valley 
Crematorium (Coundon) 
on Thursday May 25th for 
12.00pm. Family flowers only, 
donations in lieu, if so desired, 
to the Alzheimer’s Society.
TREVOR “SPUD” 
WILLIAMSON (1954 - 2017)
Died on the 9th of May in 
Farnborough, following a 
short illness, aged 62 years. 
Newtonian Trev will be sadly 
missed by brother Des, sister 
Val, brother-in-law John, 
sister-in-law Helen and fondly 
remembered by many friends 
on the town.

Look Who’s 40!

ANDREW EGAN
Happy 40th Birthday

Andrew
Have a great day.

Love from Mum and Dad

Birthday Remembrance

KIM FOWLER
OAKENFULL, NEWMAN

20.05.57
60 years

We know you’re still with us Kim
Especially today because we shared a closeness 

even death can’t take away.
And when a pure white feather falls softly from the sky, 

we know you’re lovingly saying “chin up”, 
“I don’t want to see you cry”.

For there’s a special golden thread from here to heaven 
above, that keeps you ever close to us. 

It’s called the bond of love. One wish is all we need xx
Peaceful Birthday Kim

Love you, Mam Tessa and Dad Ian
Birthday love from Brothers, Craig and Martin

In our thoughts forever xxx

MARIA HALPIN Died 22nd 
May 2016. A special Daughter. 
Remembering you is easy, 
we do it every day. It’s the 
heartache of losing you that 
never goes away. Love, Mam, 
Dennis and family
MARIA HALPIN Died 
22nd May 2016. Beloved 
Niece, deep in our hearts you 
will always stay. Loved and 
remembered every day. Aunty 
Florence, Uncle Bruce and 
Diane
SHEILA JAMESON 16th 
May 2016. You are always in 
our thoughts and sadly missed. 
Alistair, Hermione, Scott, Ross 
and Grandchildren
LOUISE CUNNINGHAM 
23rd May 2010. Those we 
love don’t go away, they walk 
beside us every day. In loving 
memory, Dave, Steven and 
family
IAN HAIGH Ten years this 
year and there’s never been a 
day we haven’t thought about 
you, talked about you and 
wished you were still here. 
Until we meet again Dad, love, 
Kevin, Vicky, Elisha & Emily 
xxx

Thank You

LINDISFARNE CARE HOME 
would like to say a big, big 
THANK YOU to everyone who 
donated, assisted, bidded and 
attended the Auction Night. A 
grand total of £663.35 was made.

Layla Neal &
Daisy Foffano

A Big Well Done on
getting Gold

at the weekend.
NATIONAL CHAMPIONS!!
Lots of Love, Mam, Billy, 

Bradley and Emily xxx

18 Today!! 

25th May
Happy Birthday
To our beautiful 

Daughter Catherine. 
Have a lovely day.

All our Love, 
Mum, Dad and James xx

Tuesday the 25th of April 2017 
seemed like an ordinary day 
on the Sunnydale Campus, 
Greenfield Community 
College.  Little did the students 
know that they would get 
the chance to form their own 
Crime Investigation Team.
Thornhill students from Year 5 
were handed the job of solving 
the crimes which included a 
‘mock’ celebrity kidnapping, 
the victim being from a very 
famous girl band! The day 
began with a clue hunt, as 
the students from Group 1 
performed various movements 
on the trampoline they were 
given clues to decode.  Group 2 
found  clues whilst orienteering 
around the school grounds.
Both groups ended up in 
Science where they were 
dressed in forensic investigator 
uniforms including gloves 
(naturally they couldn’t 
contaminate the crime scene).  
In the Science department, the 
students were faced with three 
fingerprints, fibres, and an 
ink test which they analysed.  
Opinions were divided in 
regards to the perpetrator and 
further tests were required.  
The Science sessions ended 
with an experiment using 
potassium and Bunsen 
burners. Students were left 
slightly puzzled but had their 
bag of evidence including the 
fingerprints and fibres.  

Art was a quick hit with all 
students but they were faced 
with the difficult task of 
building the fingerprint lifted 
from the crime scene. In small 
groups, and then eventually 
as a whole class, Year 5 had 
a white frame in which they 
needed to create/build the print 
using black sugar paper. Once 
completed, the visual analysis 
left all students with a clear 
picture of the perpetrator.
The afternoon sessions started 
with a lesson in the history of 
girl bands. 
Matching world, historical 
events with the girl bands 
popular at the time proved 
tricky yet fun. Questions such 
as was JFK assassinated when 
The Supremes were popular? 
were buzzing around the room 
and the students displayed 
superb team skills to complete 
the timeline which included 
Banarama, Destiny’s Child 
and of course The Spice Girls. 
The day ended in English 
with both groups creating a 
news broadcast of the crime. 
Students were also surprised 
with a visit from a real Crime 
Scene Investigator who 
provided information about the 
solving of crimes. 
Thank you to the students of 
Thornhill Primary School who 
were very welcome visitors, it 
proved to be a very enjoyable 
day for all.

C.S.I. Experience

Dear Sir, 
I have received e-mails 
from residents living in the 
Chestnuts and from the editor, 
Syd Howarth,  from Newton 
News expressing their concern 
that they have not received 
notification of the proposed 
new development.
Some say there was insufficient 
time to make an objection or to 
call a public meeting to discuss 
the new housing, and how 
increased traffic alone, will 
impact on the environment.
Having discussed this with 
a DBC planning officer 
he confirmed that DBC 
only inform those houses 
that are directly affected 
by the proposed housing 
development. I was not 
told which houses received 
notification but I assume that 
houses on the east side of the 
Chestnuts for example would 
not have been informed.
With reference to the 
consultation period, I am told 
that it will be at least 3 or even 
4 months before the application 
comes to Committee so there 
is time for you all to submit 
your objections should you be 
minded to think this way.
On another matter. In planning 
on Wednesday, I objected 
to a planning Application to  
construct a 2m high boundary 

fence around a property on 
the chestnuts. My decision is 
unbiased of course and as it is 
acceptable to put up a 2m fence 
without planning permission, I 
knew my objection would not 
stand. 
The reason for my objection 
was based on safety for the 
next door neighbour whose 
vision would be impeded by 
the new fence and simply 
based on observation. 
The Chestnuts was built as 
an ‘semi open’ estate. It has 
matured into one of the best 
designed estates in Darlington 
if not the BEST. Given the 
right to build fences ends up 
with a multitude of different 
designs of different heights, 
open boarded, closed boarded, 
latticed, larch lapped which 
can then be painted brown, 
blue, green and any colour 
under the sun. This in time 
discolours if not looked after 
and ultimately we could end 
up with a housing estate that 
looks completely different to 
that designed by the developer. 
Needless to say this is a 
personal opinion which is 
not shared by our Planning 
Authority.
Councillor Gerald G. Lee
Heighington & Coniscliffe 
Ward
Telephone  01325 314622

Still Time to Object to 
Chestnuts Development

Dear Sir,
The Conservative candidate 
claims she was ‘predisposed’ 
to like Newton Aycliffe 
because her ‘partner grew up 
in a new town.’ Well, if that 
is the closest link she has to 
Newton Aycliffe that is pretty 
damn dire. 
As a young woman who has 
lived in Aycliffe all her life, I 
fail to see how someone who 
has just finished university 
and didn’t know Newton 
Aycliffe existed weeks ago can 
represent me. As for her claim 
that she is ‘looking to rent a 
property here’ that’s simply not 
good enough. Shouldn’t you 
actually live in place before 
hoping to represent it, so you 
can understand and empathise 
with its residents? In my 
opinion, yes. But I wonder how 
keen she will be to stick around 
when she doesn’t win on June 
8th, not very, I imagine.
Newton Aycliffe is an 
aspirational town, but I 
certainly didn’t need someone 
from Hull to tell me that. But 
what aspirations does she have 
for Newton Aycliffe? What 
aspirations does she have to 
help Newtonians and families 
like mine? My mam suffers 
from MS and is severely 
disabled, my dad who is in his 
late 60’s is her carer. 
Both of them spent their 
entire adult lives working in 
a factory in Newton Aycliffe 
paying into the system, but 
now when they need help, this 
callous and uncaring Tory 
government has abandoned 
them. The Conservatives are 
destroying our NHS, meaning 
my Mam cannot get the care 
and treatment she needs. The 

Tory government has created 
a crisis in social care, meaning 
my dad doesn’t get the support 
he duly deserves. 
My parents worked hard, 
they are the epitome of an 
aspirational family. They 
encouraged me to go to 
University, the first in my 
family to do so. But now when 
they need help from the state 
they have always paid into, they 
have been abandoned because 
the Conservatives don’t care. 
But my parents aren’t alone, 
thousands of people in this 
town don’t have access to the 
treatment and social care they 
deserve because of ruthless 
Conservative cuts to our NHS. 
We are being left behind, 
because this Tory government 
doesn’t care about ordinary 
working people. 
A Tory won’t look after 
Aycliffe, their candidate is 
clearly trying to move up the 
Tory career ladder at mine 
and your expense. I will be 
voting for Phil Wilson, who 
has a clear record of helping 
families like mine. A person 
who actually lives in the 
constituency, and not because 
it might advance his political 
career, but it is a place he has 
always called home. 
PS. Whilst our tory candidate 
would ‘like’ to run the Great 
North Run, this is something 
I am doing this year, to 
raise money for the MS 
Society to fund treatment 
the Conservatives deny MS 
sufferers like my Mam. 
Although I imagine her plans 
to stay in the North East don’t 
extend as far as the Great 
North Run in September.
Hannah Siddle

TORY GOVERNMENT
DO NOT CARE ABOUT 

ORDINARY PEOPLE

GLADYS KENNEDY 
Today is full of memories
Of happiness and tears
Of birthday celebrations
We’ve shared throughout the 
years
Thinking of our Dear Mom, 
Gran and Great-Gran on her 
Birthday, 22nd May.
RAYMOND SPARKS 17/5/46 
Special memories of you on 
your birthday. Love, Linda x
TREVOR PLASKITT 
23.5.1941, died 12.12.2010 
Happy birthday Trevor. hope 
you are celebrating with the 
Angels, knowing we all love 
and miss you very much. 
God Bless, sadly missed. 
Love, Valerie xxx Daughters 
Shirley, Julia and Adam, loving 
Grandchildren, Jonathan, 
Maxine, Louis, Mia and family 
xxx

Newton Aycliffe Cricket 
Club’s 1st team, sponsored 
by Franks the Flooring got 
back to winning ways with an 
excellent seven wicket victory 
at home to Northallerton 
1st XI in the NYSD 2nd 
division. The visitors elected 
to bat first and at 114 for 2 
looked to be heading for a big 
score, despite some hostile 
fast bowling from Aycliffe’s 
James Layfield-Carroll who 
took 2 for 28. 
However the introduction 
of left arm spinner Luke 
Telford (photo attached) into 
the attack had a dramatic 
effect as Northallerton lost 
their last 8 wickets for just 16 
runs and Telford (sponsored 
by Pheonix Energy) finished 
with a season’s best 6 for 26 
as the visitors were dismissed 
for just 130 after 41.3 overs.
In reply, Aycliffe got off to a 
flying start with opener Joe 
Haines smashing a brilliant 52 
from just 60 balls, including 
eight boundaries and a six. 
When he was dismissed, 
captain Adam Gittins 
continued the good work with 
an unbeaten 35 to see Aycliffe 
home after just 25.4 overs.
The second team were well 
beaten by nine wickets away 
at high flying Maltby 2nd XI 
in the NYSD 4th division. 
Aycliffe chose to bat first 
and were skittled for 72 after 
19.5 overs with only Steve 
Sweeney (15 runs) and Dylan 

Tribley (14 runs) reaching 
double figures. In reply the 
homeside romped to victory 
in just 13 overs despite some 
decent bowling from 14 
year old Lucas Pilling (1 for 
20) and 13 year old Harry 
Wright (0-11) (sponsored by 
Commercial Expert Ltd).
The club’s u13’s team (see 
photo above) had a fantastic 
victory by 3 wickets away 
at Wolviston in the NYACC 
League. Batting first the 
homeside were restricted to 73 
for 9 in their 20 overs thanks 
to some superb Aycliffe 
bowling from Josh Imerson (4 
for 15), Matty Greaves (3 for 
12) and Leo Mercy (2 for 15). 
In reply, Aycliffe reached 
their winning target with 
ten balls in hand thanks 
to excellent innings from 
Matty Greaves (15 runs) and 
a nail biting unbroken 8th 
wicket partnership by David 
Robinson, who top scored 
with an unbeaten 16 and Jack 

Paylor who batted well to 
finish 7 not out, seeing their 
team home for a memorable 
first win of the season.

CRICKET 
SCOREBOARD

Aycliffe
C.C.
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Free Delivery on Orders £10+
10% Off Collections

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

Bengal..Lounge

OPEN
NEW YEARS EVE
FROM 4.30pm

BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £9.95

Available Wednesday & Thursday
• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad

• Any Appetiser   • Any Main Course
• Any Rice or Nan

(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions applyTA
KE

 A
W

AY

THALI NIGHT
TUESDAY NIGHTS ONLY
ONLY £10.95

DINE INVALENTINES
BOOKINGS
Now Accepted

Mother’s Day Special
Sunday 6th March
£11.95 - Book your table now

DINE INDINE IN

WEDNESDAY
& SUNDAY

BANQUET SPECIAL

ONLY £9.95

Cash 4 Clothes
40p PER KILO

07535 076287
• We Call
• We Weigh
• We Pay
• At a time to suit you

Bargain Buys
Factory Clearance Warehouse

Unit 23, Northfield Way
Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6EJ

01325 301916

BARGAIN BUYS
Shafto Way, Newton Aycliffe DL5 5QN

01325 321678

BUY NOW PAY LATER 0% APR  (subject to status)

don’t forget we do carpets and beds

Bishop Auckland College’s 
football team is celebrating 
after winning the North East 
Colleges’ League.
A 3-1 victory over title rivals 
New College Durham in 
the last match of the season 
secured the championship for 
the first time in six seasons 
by six points, with the team 
having won all but one of their 
games.
The league also includes the 
Martin Gray Academy at 
Darlington College, Gateshead 
College, Darlington College, 
Wolsingham School and 
Community College, and 
Framwellgate School U18s.
The squad, which is coached 
by Iain Leckie, Andrew 
Dixon and Ben Trotter, will 
be presented with the league 
trophy at the annual staff 

Bishop Auckland College Team with two of the players from Newton Aycliffe - 
Lewis Simmons and Ross Hutchinson

v students charity match. 
This takes place at 6pm next 
Friday (May 19th) at Bishop 
Auckland FC’s Heritage Park 
Stadium, and is in aid of 
Cancer Research UK.
The staff team has won for 
the past three years, so a 
hotly contested match is 
expected. Tickets cost £2 and 
are available on the evening 
at the ground (under 10s are 
free). Entertainment includes 
sporting activities, a bouncy 
castle, face painter, half 
time penalty shoot-out with 
prizes, and a raffle with prizes 
including £100 in cash.
Top flight referee Nigel Miller 
from Esh Winning, who ran 
the line at the 2003 FA Cup 
final and has officiated at 
Premier League and Football 
League and cup matches for 

more than 20 years, will be 
returning to supervise the 
match alongside his team of 
professional match officials.
Andrew Dixon, sport lecturer 
and football coach at the 
college, said: “We are very 
proud of our football team, 
which won all but one of 
our matches this season – a 
magnificent achievement. The 
staff team will have to put on 
a strong performance to make 
it four wins in a row at next 
week’s charity match!”

Bishop Auckland College 
Win N.E. League Title

The Wear Valley level 3 
swimming gala, was held on 
the 13th/14th of May. The 
following 16 Newton Aycliffe 
swimmers competed at the 
gala (Top Row, left to right) 
Kate Carmichael, Sophie 
Wilkinson, Leah Smith, 
Niall Coulthard, Kate Tolley, 
Katelyn Craig and Kathrine 
Lee. (Bottom Row, left to 
right) Leo Maughan, George 
Wilkinson, Louis Shaw, 
Chloe Harding, Daisy Smart, 

42 P.B’s for Aycliffe Swimmers 

Jake Andrews, Ethan Craig, 
Matthew Wimbury and Jamie 
Darnton. All swimmers had a 
fantastic weekend in terms of 
finals made and medals won, 
in total 42 Personal Bests 
were made which is brilliant, 
as it shows how much each 
swimmer is developing.
The swimmers who made 
finals were Kate Tolley, 
Sophie, Kate Carmichael, 
Katelyn, Leah, Niall, Jamie, 
George, Jake, Ethan and Leo. 

One of the younger swimmers 
Mathew achieved a bronze 
medal at his first gala, and has 
a bright future in swimming. 
The star of the weekend was 
Leah Smith achieving 8 gold 
medals and personal bests 
in every race. This gala was 
important for Leah and Niall 
as they are both competing in 
the North East and Region’s 
Championships on at the end 
of May, and the club hope to 
see more success there. 

Two Ex-England sports 
stars have teamed up with 
a national heating and hot 
water manufacturer to search 
for local deserving youth 
sports teams to receive a 
£1,000 donation towards 
their club. 
Ex-England footballer and 
‘I’m a Celebrity’ contestant, 
Wayne Bridge, and ex-
England rugby star and 
‘Dancing on Ice’ winner, 
Kyran Bracken have 
teamed up with Worcester, 
Bosch Group as part of its 
commitment to heating up 
the nation’s parents and 
grandparents as they endure 
the great British weather to 
watch their children play 
sport each week. 
To kick off the search, the 
two celebrities returned to 
their grass roots to surprise 
players and spectators on the 
sidelines. As well as joining 
the young aspiring players 
on the pitch for a pep talk 
and coaching session, the 
sporting legends had an extra 
treat for parents, as they 
helped keep them warm on 
the sidelines with hot drinks, 

bacon sandwiches and 
blankets during the game. 
The Which? Best Buy 
heating supplier is now 
calling for locals in Newton 
to nominate a deserving 
youth team for the chance 
to receive a special visit and 
£1,000 donation.
Sue Pennington, consumer 
brand manager at Worcester, 
Bosch Group, said: “Youth 
sport is such an important 
part of local communities, 
so this year we wanted to 
give something back – not 
just to the players, but to the 
parents and coaches who 
give up their time and energy 
every week to celebrate their 
children’s love of sport. 
“It would be great to visit a 
grass roots team in Newton, 
so we can show local parents 
and spectators that they can 
rely on Worcester to keep 
them warm.”
To nominate a worthy club, 
locals should visit www.
worcester-bosch.co.uk/rely 
before Sunday 30th July, 
stating in 100 words why the 
team deserves a surprise visit 
from Worcester.

SEARCH FOR AYCLIFFE’S 
MOST DESERVING 

YOUTH SPORTS TEAM

Workshops to help businesses 
find out how to provide 
products and services to 
Durham County Council are 
being held this month.
The free, full-day sessions 
will take place on Tuesday, 
23 and Tuesday, 30 May at 
Durham Leadership Centre, 
Spennymoor.
They are aimed at all potential 
and current suppliers and 
will cover information on 
the council’s procurement 
process, in addition to UK and 
European Union procurement 
regulations.

How to Win Business 
with County Council

Darren Knowd, chief 
procurement officer, said: “The 
sessions are open to everyone 
interested in doing business 
with us.
“We will be offering practical 
advice on how to bid for 
tenders, be shortlisted as a 
supplier and use the North 
East Procurement Organisation 
(NEPO) e-tendering system.”
The workshops will run from 
10am to 4pm and will include 
a buffet lunch. For details, or to 
register, call 03000 265 428 or 
email corporate.procurement@
durham.gov.uk

As the first full-scale 
production to play the restored 
Darlington Hippodrome, this 
year’s spectacular family 
pantomime, Snow White and 
the Seven Dwarfs, will star 
Lee Ryan, Zoe Birkett, Patrick 
Monahan, Eric Potts and Liam 
Mellor in the ultimate festive 
treat for all ages from 9th 
December 2017, staged once 
again by Qdos Entertainment.
Lee Ryan from the BRIT 
award-winning boyband Blue 
and the new bad-boy ‘Woody’ 
Woodward in EastEnders will 
star as the handsome Prince 
while West End leading 
lady Zoe Birkett will star 
alongside him as the Wicked 
Queen following her most 
recent leading role of Rachel 
Marron in the UK tour of The 
Bodyguard.
Middlesbrough born funny 
man Patrick Monahan will 
star as the Wicked Queen’s 
Henchman while Eric Potts 
- best known for his role 
as Diggory Compton, the 
eccentric baker, in Coronation 
Street will star as Nurse Nelly. 
Completing the line-up, actor 
and comedian Liam Mellor 
will star as Snow White’s best 
friend Muddles.
To enjoy a festive family treat 
and be one of the first to see 
inside the newly restored 
Darlington Hippodrome, book 
now for the fairest panto of 
them all, Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs, which runs 
from Saturday 9th December 
2017 to Sunday 14th January 
2018.

Book online or call the Box 
Office on 01325 405450

Star Cast at Theatre’s 
First Full Show

Once again may I thank 
residents of Aycliffe East who 
have given me their support 
and voted me to be returned as 
their County Councillor.
I will continue to work 
closely with other Aycliffe 
Councillors for the benefit 
of Aycliffe East and Great 
Aycliffe. 
Sarah J. Iveson

Election Thanks


