
40 Church Street, Shildon, Co Durham, DL4 1DX

Telephone: 01388 776000

We provide advice and planning services for 
people who want to make the most of their financial 
arrangements. We’re Independent, which means we 
work for our clients interests, not those of a bank or 
insurance company. Once we’ve understood your 
aims, aspirations and concerns, we can help you 
make your money work for you.

Contact us to arrange 
an appointment either 
in our office, your 
place of work or in the 
comfort of your own 
home.  

Martin Bage Ltd is an Appointed Representative of Advanced Financial Services UK Ltd
who are Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
Registered Office: 40 Church Street, Shildon, Co Durham, DL4 1DX

Registered in England. Registration Number: 4905360

Advice you can Trust

LOW PRICES ON NEW
• Doors • Windows • Conservatories •
• Porches • Guttering • Facias •
• Soffits • Brickwork • Door Canopies •

We also complete all aspects of
repair work on:  • Misted Units •
• Broken Locks • Leaks •

For a sensible, no obligation quotation
07816 675935 anytime or 304286 after 6pm

THE WINDOW GUYTHE WINDOW GUY
DOOR

SALE

NOW ON

KAB
TAXIS

4, 7 and 8
Seater Available

316203
A2B 314545

     Telephone: 01325 789589
OPENING TIMES: 8.30am-5.30pm Monday-Friday

8.30am-1.00pm Saturday
SPECIALISTS IN NEW TYRES

Servicing, MoT’s, Exhausts, Batteries, Brakes, Clutches,
Suspensions, Welding, Timing Belts and Diagnostics

ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN
No Job Too Big or Small, Give our Friendly Team a Call

Unit E460F Woodham Road, Aycliffe Business Park
Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 6HT

01325 789589  -  Email: ayc-auto@hotmail.com

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you though those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

Cobblers Hall Village Centre
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

Tel: (01325) 319519

n FFllllettcchhhhhhheer

Download the Whitehouse 
Funeral Service App

f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e

T: 01325 318600 (24hr)
Surtees House  Hilton Road  Newton Aycliffe  DL5 6EN

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

DINE IN SPECIAL
THALI NIGHT
Every Tuesday Evening
£10.95 per person

Bengal Lounge

Bedroom
Image

Sliding Wardrobes
Manufactured in our Newton Aycliffe Factory

www.bedrooomimage.co.uk
Visit our new studio at:

24 Cockerton Green, Darlington DL3 9EU

Telephone (01325) 464100
or

Middlesbrough and Washington
Telephone 0191 417 9174

at Peaseway Clinic - 01325 529000
www.hypnotherapyforhealth.net

• Smoking • Weight Loss • Anxiety • Stress •

Hypnotherapy     forHealth

elachi
indian restaurant

1 Upper Beveridge Walkway
Town Centre DL5 4EE
(next to StevenRussell)

Tel: 01325 316516
Sunday to Th ursday
BANQUET SPECIAL
£9.95 per person
Ring to book your table 316 516

www.elachi.restaurant
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ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

Fault Finding / Repairs Qualifi ed Electrician
Extra Lights and Sockets Reliable Service
New Fuse Boards / Alarms Tidy Work
Rewires   Free Quote
Landlord Inspections  Satisfaction Guaranteed

M.V. MOBILITY
Scooters from £295.00

including warranty and after sales service

Powered Riser/Recliner Chairs from £495

Also available:
Wheelchairs, Adjustable Beds,

Bath Lifts and Stairlifts

No obligation
Free home demonstration

Distance no object
Part exchange welcome

MOBILE SHOWROOM
Call Michael 01325 931032 or 0191 484 6172

HAIR   •   BEAUTY   •   TANNING   •   TONING

5 Cobblers Hall - Tel: 308860 (Free Car Parking)
9 Main Street, Ferryhill - Tel: 01740 652006

The Worx Hair               theworxhairbeautytanning                The Worx HairBeauty
Beauty Tanning

Beauty & Nails Winter Offer
OFFER 1 - Gelish, Fingers & Toes £25

OFFER 2 - Eyepack, Eyebrow Wax, Eyebrow Tint & 
Eyelash Tint £18

OFFER 3 - Gelish & Eyebrow Wax £19
OFFER 4 - Eyelash Extensions & Eyebrow Wax £15

OFFER 5 - Spray Tan & Gelish £22.00
OFFER 6 - Spray Tan, Gelish & Eyelash Extensions £35

OFFER 7 - Eyebrow Tint & Eyebrow Wax £10

Offers valid 19th November 2015 – 13th February 2016, not in conjunction with any other offer.

FeastLand
MEALS ON WHEELS

8 Bury Road
01325 300203

SUNDAY
LUNCH

£5 Delivered
11am to 1pm
Prebook your Sunday Lunch

Call Ian or Lesley on

01325 300203
www.FeastLand.co.uk

Newton Press, Blue Bridge Centre, St. Cuthbert’s Way, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6DS   •   Tel: (01325) 300212
Editor: syd@newtonnews.co.uk    -    Advertising: paul@newtonnews.co.uk

Incorporating “The Newtonian”  -  Aycliffe & District Community Newspaper
www.newtonnews.co.uk  -  NUMBER ONE WEBSITE FOR LOCAL NEWS

First Published in 1948 and still FREE

  
Week Ending 8th January 2016

FREE Measure and Fitting
“buy direct from the factory and save ££££s”

SPECIAL!!! Get your New Vertical Blind 
Louvres - While You Wait!! Bring a Louvre in

Next Day Fitting of Vertical Blinds

Phone Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive,
Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AU

www.siestablinds.com

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Good progress is being made in the construction of Aycliffe’s University Training College 
on the Business Park opposite the Xcel Centre. Enrolment for the fi rst intake in September is 
going well with over 100 students already registered.
These pictures were sent in by John Williamson a regular contributor of local photos. If you 
have an interesting shot please send it in to: syd@newtonnews.co.uk

Aycliffe’s New £9m Training 
College on Schedule

An outline planning 
application has been 
submitted to the County 
Council for the erection of 

Town Centre Fast Food 
Drive-Thru Application

a drive through fast food 
restaurant on Central 
Avenue with all matters 
excluding access, layout 
and scale reserved.
The full details are not 
available for public 
viewing, but it appears 
the site being discussed 
is not the one expected, 
vacated by the Cubby and 
up for sale, but the land the 
Library stands on when 
it is transferred to the 
Leisure Centre.
The plans show the Drive 
Thru using the ground 
fl oor of the multi-storey 
car park for access.
The County Council who 
own the Cubby site may 
have been gazumped by 
the town centre landlords 
and we await more 
information.

Woodham Golf and Country 
Club are kindly hosting a 
quiz night on behalf of the 
Butterwick Hospice. If you 
enjoy a good quiz come and 
join us on Thursday 4th 
February at 7.30pm. You will 
also enjoy a two course meal 
included in the price. 
Tickets cost £15pp from 
Pauline at the Butterwick 
Hospice 01388 603003.
Or e-mail: paulinemcleavey@
butterwick.org.uk

QUIZ NIGHT 
AT GOLF CLUB



THE TURBINIATHE TURBINIA
* Saturday Night Live ** Saturday Night Live *

The Very Best of Rock - Normally NO Cover Charge

Saturday 9th January - “Queens of Noise”
Review: “Queens of Noise play a wide range of songs that spans Blondie, Pat Benatar, Lita Ford and 
Lady Gaga as well as the tribute stuff. And if you doubt their playing and singing, DO NOT! These gals 
appear to have paid their dues and deliver an entertaining performance: great vocals, good stagecraft 
and excellent musicianship. They present themselves very well and looked comfortable and assured 
in everything they played. But what really knocked me out was their sound. This was provided using 
top class gear and with the help of their sound man, Matt, who worked as a hard as anyone to give 
the band’s skills the best possible balance, crispness and clarity, throughout their performance. In 
short, Queens of Noise are a very professional, entertaining and great sounding band. Well worth 
watching!”
Review: “By the time we got to the pub it was absolutely packed and within the first few tracks it was 
apparent as to why, the Queens of Noise are excellent. The all girl band, comprise a bunch of talented 
musicians who play with energy and more importantly with a smile on their faces, which shows just 
how much they enjoy putting a show on, and it was a cracking show.”
Asked to play the massive ‘Christmas Rocks’ gig at the Newcastle 02 Academy in 2013, they went 
down that well they have been asked back every year since! 

Saturday 16th January - “StraightShot”

For more information on bands go to

www.turbiniapub.co.uk or 313034
Free Function Room - Free Disco/Karaoke
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MANCINI’S
PRICE CRUNCHPRICE CRUNCH

Two Large Chicken Parma - £13
Two Small Chicken Parma - £9

Two 10” Pizzas - £9.00
Two 12” Pizzas - £11.00
Two 16” Pizzas - £14.00

Two Donner Kebabs - £8.00
Two Chicken Kebabs - £10.00
Two House Specials - £13.00

7 St. Elizabeths Close
Woodham Village

01325 320000 or 300900
Open from 5.00pm to 11.00pm

50% OFF
BATHROOMS

Offer expires

28th February 2016

The annual Rotary Club 
Christmas Community 
Concert held at the 
Leisure Centre before 
the holidays was a 
wonderful occasion and 
brought much enjoyment 
to all who attended.
Seven schools made 
up the programme of 
great entertainment 
with the audience 
singing favourite carols 
and songs in between 
the performances led 
on the keyboard by 
former Head Teacher 
of Heighington School, 

Town’s Community Christmas Concert
George Dixon.
John Melvin local 
entertainer, musician 
and teacher organised 
the sound equipment, 
playing backing tracks 
for the musical items 
performed by school 
choirs. Schools taking 
part were Sugar Hill, 
Stephenson Way 
Academy, Vane Road 
School, Woodham 
Academy, Greenfi eld 
College, Horndale 
County Infants school, 
Aycliffe Village Primary 
and John Melvin Singers. 

Woodham Academy 
presented a special dance 
gymnastic piece which 
brought great applause 
from the audience. 
The schoolchildren 
were magnifi cent and 
the joy they bring 
to this occasion was 
seen by the smiles and 

laughter fi lling the hall. 
Santa Claus made an 
appearance to add to the 
excitement of the season.
Without the town schools 
this occasion would not 
be possible.
It was a wonderful 
community event and 
the Rotary Club are so 

grateful to the schools 
that take part for 
supporting this seasonal 
event demonstrating the 
hard work by teachers in 
preparing students for 
this religious festival.
The Mayor Mary Dalton 
and the President of the 
Rotary Club Denese 
Cartwright added their 
appreciation for the 
school performances 
and passed on their best 
wishes for Christmas 
and the New Year. 
Thanks were expressed 
to the Leisure Centre for 
hosting the Concert and 
County Councillors for 
covering the hire charge 
from their community 
budget. Rev Elizabeth 
Bland from St. Clare’s 
gave the Christmas 
Blessing. A raffl e and 
retiring collection raised 
cash for the Rotary Club 
annual appeal which 
provides Christmas 
Hampers for the town’s 
needy families.
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HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?
We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.

Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£49.00 inc VAT (per will) and Free Home Visit

During the day or evening
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE

PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

 Members of the Society of Will Writers
 F.Inst.PA (Qualifi ed Paralegal)

www.newtonnews.co.uk                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      PAGE 3

TAXIS
4 YOU

J&M TAXI
SERVICESTAR CABS

Tel: 300 331

Newton Aycliffe’s Longest
Running Taxi Company01325 300300

The Cab Company You Can Rely On

CHIROPODIST
& PODIATRIST

Lorraine Tostevin BSc (Hons), MChS

01325 529000 or 07585 935714
Peaseway Clinic, 2 Pease Way Newton Aycliffe

Newton Aycliffe 
20 MacMillan Road 

01325 300 510

Providing a caring personal service  
available 24 hours a day,  
7 days a week.

www.co-operativefuneralcare.co.uk

Stockists 
of Tigi 

Products

Newton Aycliffe Leisure Centre

Tel: 01325 313000
OPEN MONDAY to SATURDAY

Natalie and the Team would
like to wish all of our clients

a very happy 2016 T H E  U K ’ S  L A R G E S T  I N D E P E N D E N T  T R AV E L  A G E N T

Ask instore for full details. Any saving is based on tour operator brochure price.

NOBODY OFFERS YOU MORE...
CHOICE     SAVINGS     VALUE

Newton Aycliffe | 01325 320611
haystravel.co.uk

Honest John’s Aycliffe Community Kitty Christmas Eve 
street collection, was held with kind permission of Tracy 
of Furniture Inspirations opposite the Job Centre. John & 
Val collected £401-50, and would like to thank all the kind 
folk of Aycliffe who dropped their cash into the pot. Thanks 
also to Durham County Council for providing the permit. 
John and Val send Happy New Year greetings to all. Nearly 
£20,000 was raised during 2015. The shop at DISC next to 
the Blue Bridge Centre has re-opened Mon - Friday.

OVER £400 FOR JOHN’S 
COMMUNITY KITTY

An independent panel of judges from North East businesses 
are to judge Aycliffe Business Park’s 2015 “Make Your Mark” 
awards – a competition exclusive to the Park – will take place on 
10th February at the Xcel Centre.
The panel consists of UTC South Durham principal Tom 
Dower, South Durham Enterprise Agency business support 
manager Ian Coull, Business Durham’s business development 
director Sarah Slaven, The Northern Echo’s business editor 
Andy Richardson and Kerina Clark, Chair-person of Aycliffe 
Business Park steering group.
The categories include Apprentice of the Year, Apprenticeships, 
Company of the Year, Employer of the Year, Engineering & 
Manufacturing award, Export award, Heart of the Community, 
Newcomer of the Year, Service Business of the Year and the 
Small Business award.
Entries can be made online at www.aycliffeawards.co.uk – there 
are no complicated forms to fi ll in – and people can enter their 
own business as well as others. The deadline is 22nd January 
2016.
Kerina Clark said: “We’re really pleased and excited that we’ve 
managed to bring together four people from a good mix of 
different sectors, all bringing something different to the judging 

Aycliffe Business Park Awards Night

panel. Tom has worked in industry and now has an involvement 
in the education and training, Sarah and Ian bring a broad 
view of business and Andy and I bring local knowledge of the 
business park. We want to showcase companies that live and 
work in Aycliffe, and how great they are.”
Business Durham’s business development director Sarah Slaven 
said: “We know there are some great business stories on the 
Park, and it’s really important we celebrate that by encouraging 
businesses who might not have been previously involved. It’s 
a golden opportunity for them to come forward and tell us 
about themselves and what they’ve achieved. There’s a really 
vibrant business community here, but we know there are a lot 
of companies which we haven’t heard about yet. The Make Your 
Mark awards provide a great platform to showcase their stories 
and celebrate all the fantastic companies here at Aycliffe”
Ian Coull, business support manager at the South Durham 
Enterprise Agency, said: “The Enterprise Agency exists to 
support enterprise growth. Award ceremonies like this help to 
showcase the great work that’s going on around the park, and 
doing things they don’t often shout about.
“It also gives them an opportunity for their customers, 
employees and other people to nominate them for something.
It’s a bit of a cliché but they’re all winners on the night, because 
they’ll have been part of the judging process and many of them 
shortlisted, which will help to increase their profi le. For the 
winners there’s a great opportunity to pull in more business.”
Tom Dower, principal of the UTC South Durham, added: “Make 
Your Mark is a brilliant platform for local companies of all 
shapes and sizes to enter a competition which will raise their 
profi le. I believe passionately about promoting local businesses, 
especially for young people who are looking for meaningful 
careers and can be inspired by the opportunities open to them. 
It’s also a great opportunity for us all to get together, not only as 
a celebration, but also to network and get to know each other in 
a social environment.”
Tickets for the evening have been subsidised and are priced at 
£29.95 each. Sponsorship packages are available from www.
aycliffeawards.co.uk or by emailing hello@aycliffeawards.
co.uk

Judging panel (left-to-right): Ian Coull, Kerina Clark 
and Sarah Slaven.

A great big thank you from 
Burnhill Way Methodist 
Church JAFFA After School 
Club for the wonderful 
donation from Councillors 
Kate Hopper and Eddy 
Adam. The children had 
a wonderful time at the 
pantomime. (Oh yes they 
did!)

THANK YOU 
COUNCILLORS

On the 17th December 
Michael Turner left his 
glasses case containing 
£30, in a trolley which he 
had parked up at Tesco. 
On realising his error, he 
returned with little hope of 
seeing either glasses or cash 
again. 
How wrong and how 
surprised he was to fi nd 
that some thoughtful and 
honest person had found and 
handed the same into Tesco 
customer services. 
Michael said: “Hope, faith, 
glasses and money returned 
to me by an honest ‘whoever 
you are’. Thank you so much 
and a cheery 2016 to you”.

Honest 
Newtonian

The ‘New Friends New Place’ club enjoyed their Christmas 
Party at the Navy Club with a visit from Father Christmas.  
The group hopes everyone had a Merry Christmas and send 
best wishes for the New Year. The group had a fantastic 
year of activities, bus outings, holidays, monthly singers to 
entertain, Line Dancing, Arm Chair Aerobics etc. The club 
meets each fi rst Tuesday of the month and you are invited 
to join.

Seasonal Party Time
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Bathroom  •  Bedroom  •  Garden  •  Kitchen  •  Lounge  •  Office  •  Stairs

Do you need equipment
and information to help you
live at home independently?

Equipment Advice Service

Free advice and guidance about hundreds of
products to help you live at home independently.

You can also make an appointment to visit our
Independent Living House in Spennymoor to try
out a range of equipment before you buy or hire.

Telephone: 03000 265 667
equipmentadvice@durham.gov.uk

MALE IMAGE GROOMING
Specialists in all aspects of Mens Hair Design.
Skin Fade Specialists. Bespoke Hair Patterns.

Traditional Turkish Shave
and Beard Tintin/Trimming also available.

Contact Emre on 07738 066723

OPENING TIMES
Monday to Thursday: 9am - 6.30pm

Friday: 9am - 7pm
Saturday: 8.30am - 5pm

Sunday: Closed

Unit 1 Blue Bridge Centre
Aycliffe Business Park

Newton Aycliffe DL5 6DS
Mobile: 07738 066 723

Darlington Borough Council 
will not be collecting your 
Christmas Tree this year 
from the usual collecting 
points
Please Do Not Fly Tip.
Dispose of them 
CORRECTLY by taking 
them to your nearest 
Recycling Depot.
Thank you
Councillors Lee & Crudass

HEIGHINGTON 
MATTERS

There will be NO JANUARY 
KIDZFLICKS at St. Clare’s 
Church, we will resume 
monthly fl icks for young 
people in February and 
will advertise the fi lm to be 
shown nearer the time.
The Children’s Team of the 
Parish of Aycliffe would like 
to take this opportunity to 
say a HUGE thank you to 
all who have come along to 
Cinema Club, SHINE Choir, 
Messy Church and Youth 
Groups and we hope to see 
you all (and more of you) in 
2016. 
We have great fun together 
and have lots of exciting 
things planned! Enjoy the 
New Year and the holiday 
time - with love and best 
wishes from us all.

No Flicks  in 
January

Anna Swabey is a bright and 
bubbly 24-year-old with long, 
blonde hair that frequently 
falls in front of her face and 
masks a disarming smile and 
delightful laugh that reminds 
me of Peter Ustinov’s quote 
about laughter being ‘the 
most civilized music in the 
world’. She’s an intelligent 
young woman with a coveted 
fi rst class honours degree 
in modern languages and 
European studies and who, 
say those in the know, was 
clearly destined to be a smash 
hit in whatever world she 
chose for a career. But the 
bouncy blonde hair, smiles 
and laughter that pepper 
our interview hide a terrible 
secret.  Anna is dying . . .
In January this year, at the 
age of 23, she collapsed at 
home and was subsequently 
diagnosed with a particularly 
aggressive grade 3 glioma 
anaplastic astrocytoma. Put 
simply, that’s a brain tumour. 
It was said to be inoperable 

and Anna was given as little 
as three months to live. The 
best possible prognosis, she 
was told, was that she might 
still be alive in three years’ 
time. 
For sports-mad Anna, a 
self-confessed rugby addict, 
it was, not surprisingly, a 
shattering blow. Just a few 
days later, however, she 
travelled to London to see a 
consultant neurosurgeon who 
confi rmed the diagnosis but, 
to everyone’s surprise and 
Anna’s great delight, offered 
to remove at least part of the 
tumour. 
Anna admits that she 
immediately felt inspired to 
turn her hitherto negative 
experiences into positive 
action and to do all she 
could to support others with 
the same condition, to raise 
awareness of brain tumours 
and the reality of living with 
a terminal illness, and to raise 
as much cash as she could for 
brain tumour research. 
Anna, from Newton Aycliffe 
in Durham, began to write 
a blog on social media. She 
called it ‘Inside my Head’ 
– and it took off. To date, 
her personal thoughts and 
feelings have attracted over 
85,000 viewings.  “I just 
wanted others in my position 
to know they were not alone,” 
she says.
Anna also determined to raise 
awareness of brain tumours 
themselves.  “They kill more 
people under the age of 40 
than any other cancer but get 
only 1 per cent of the national 
cancer research funding 
budget – and that has got to 
change,” she argues. “Any 
breakthrough in the near 
future would be too late for 
me but it could well benefi t 
others in my situation.”
Not content with simply 
spreading the word, Anna 
also launched a non-stop 
fund-raising campaign for 
brain tumour research.  As 
well as a Just Giving page 
on her blog, Anna and a host 
of friends organized, among 
other things, a charity ball, 
raffl es, cake sales, sky-dives 
and a netball tournament. 
The list she reels off seems 
endless.  
In just eight months, their 
efforts have raised more 
than £36,500 for the Brain 
Tumour Research Campaign, 
the charity chaired by Anna’s 
neurosurgeon. Anna admits 
she’s ‘gobsmacked’ but 
insists that even more cash is 
still needed
By any standard, it’s a 
remarkable achievement 
especially as the past year 
has seen Anna undergo 
two major brain operations 
and a gruelling seven 
weeks of radiotherapy and 
chemotherapy.  She is still 
working her way through a 
12-month cycle of intensive 
chemotherapy but insists that 
she does not suffer any major 
day-to-day side effects.
I fi nd it hard to believe, 
especially when Anna 
suddenly decides to remove 
her long blonde wig to reveal 
a short crop of jet black hair, 
and a long, jagged scar on one 
side of her skull.
Whatever the truth, Anna 
didn’t think twice about 
taking her bid to win a better 
deal for brain cancer research 
to the powers-that-be in 

London and in November, 
she was invited to meet the 
government’s newly-formed 
Petitions Committee to air 
her views.  
“I miss my life that wasn’t 
dictated by my illness but I try 
to hold in my tears because I 
know they are not going to 
get me anywhere. I’m more 
concerned about the people 
I shall leave behind. At the 
moment, I just concentrate 
on remaining strong and 
healthy,” she says.
Anna will need all that 
health and strength next 
April.  She’s signed up to 
run in the 26.2 mile Paris 
marathon alongside18 
friends, supporters and 
family members. When she’s 
not training for that epic run, 
she’s out and about seeking 
sponsorship for running kit 
and out-of-pocket expenses.
December saw another major 
development in Anna’s life. 
Boyfriend Andrew Bell 
asked Anna to marry him and 
she immediately said ‘yes’.  
Wedding bells will be ringing 
for the couple at a venue in 

‘Gobsmacked’ by Brain Tumour 
Research Campaign Success

by Ron Eyley

North East England next 
October.
As I prepare to leave after 
the interview, I ask Anna if 
she has any message for her 
supporters.  “Yes,” she says.  
“Tell them I’m not going to 
give in without a fi ght. . . I’m 
not going to roll over. . . Tell 
them there’s so much more I 
have to do . . .” 
Editor’s footnote: veteran 
news reporter and long-
serving Rotarian Ron Eyley, 
who wrote this article, 
told members of Newton 
Aycliffe Rotary Club: “In 
more than half a century in 
journalism I have written 
many stories like this but 
I’ve never met anyone 
quite like Anna. She’s an 
extremely courageous and 
truly inspirational young 
woman. . .” 

Anna lends hand with a Christmas collection at Newton 
Aycliffe’s Tesco store for local needy families. She’s pictured 

with (left) Rtn John Burrows and Rtn Keith Butterfi eld.

Dear Sir
I fully understand the strong 
feelings which continue to 
be expressed about the DLI 
collection and would like once 
again to reassure the public 
that Durham County Council 
remains fully committed 
to maintaining, preserving 
and displaying it for future 
generations.
At the recent meeting of the 
full council we once again saw 
how emotive the subject is, 
with some people concerned 
afterwards that there had not 
been time to hear a Liberal 
Democrat motion related to 
the current museum. Your 
article fails to reference the 
offi cers earlier statement to the 
meeting that the motion was 
unconstitutional – full council 
meetings do not have the power 
to quash decisions of Cabinet 
or other committees such as the 
Planning Committee. There 
had also been an opportunity 
to debate and ask questions 
about the DLI Cabinet report in 
an earlier item at the very same 
meeting. My lengthy update on 
the current proposals and re-
assurance that our door remains 

open to all was barely covered 
in your paper and the fact that 
not a single Liberal Democrat 
member asked any questions 
given their subsequent outburst 
is worth noting.
The following day, we held a 
special Overview and Scrutiny 
meeting looking solely at the 
future of the DLI collection. 
This was the third debate we 
have held on the DLI and was 
open to the public as well as 
any councillors who wished 
to attend. It was another 
opportunity to ask questions 
and fi nd out more about the 
proposals for displaying the 
DLI collection in the future, 
which have been put together 
with the DLI Trustees and 
Durham University.
We recognise that the heritage 
of the DLI regiment must 
be celebrated as widely as 
possible and we will continue 
to listen to everyone who wants 
to help bring the story of the 
men and women who served to 
the wider audience it deserves.
Cllr Neil C. Foster B A 
Cabinet Member 
Regeneration, Economic 
Development

Council Committed to 
Keeping DLI Archive

January - the weather is 
depressing! So come and 
get cheered up!! The “feel 
good fi lm show” at St Clare’s 
Church, on Tuesday 12th 
January, features “Educating 
Rita” starring Michael Caine 
and Julie Walters.
A drunken, disillusioned 
University professor needs a 
challenge. A young married 
woman who doesn’t want 
a child, she wants to “fi nd 
herself” so joins the Open 
University. Often hilarious, 
sometimes moving but never 
dull, this is the fi lm to banish 
the Winter blues.  
Tea, coffee and juice will 
be served at 1pm, included 
in the £2 and the fi lm starts 
at 1-15pm. A variety of 
chairs are provided for your 
comfort and tables so that 
you can bring a spot of lunch 
to eat while you enjoy a great 
fi lm in friendly company.  
Everyone is most welcome. 
Further info from Ric 
Hargreaves on 01325 316755.

Film Show
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SIMPSONS SHOE REPAIRS
**  Award Winning Shoe Repairs  **

WE ALSO OFFER: Key Cutting,
Trophy Supplies and Engraving
Watch Battery Replacement
Established over 50 years

Tel: 01388 777 709
24 Church Street, Shildon

*

9

Joy-Marie Hairdressing
Would like to thank all her customers 

and friends for all the lovely cards 
and gifts received over the festive 

season and wishes everyone a Happy 
and Prosperous New Year.

From Joy-Marie
Angela, Sarah and Leah

Little ACORNS and families 
enjoyed a fantastic show at 
the Gala theatre Durham 
where they were entertained 
by the brilliant Cinderella 
Pantomime.
J & C coaches supplied a 
70 seat coach to transport 
children and adults to the 
magical event. At the theatre 
an excited crowd was busy 
buying fairy wands and 
tiaras to set the mood.
The sets in the show were 
brilliant and the performers 
didn’t take long to draw the 
audience into an inspiring 
show. Always great to see 
kids enjoying a Panto but 
interspersed with those small 
shrill voices were many 
adults shouting too!
Arriving home tired, but 
happy, and everyone was 
given a selection box to take 
home and another successful 
outing for little ACORNS.
Keith Lovejoy

ACORN 
Panto Outing

Former Woodham Academy 
Student and West End 
performer, Nathan Elwick, 
was invited into school last 
week to speak to students 
who have a passion for 
singing, dancing and acting.
Nathan Left Woodham 
Academy in 2010 and went 
on to study for a BTEC 
in Performing Arts at 
Newcastle College. After 
gaining his qualifi cations, 
he then moved to the capital 
to pursue his dream of 
performing on the big stage.  
After landing a place at 
renowned Arts Educational 
School (ArtsEd) in London, 
Nathan’s career path began. 
One of his fi rst musicals 
was Beauty and the Beast. 
Starring at Lumiere he said. 
‘This was a fantastic role 
to play and so much fun 
especially getting to work 
with fl ame throwers.’
Now a Musical Theatre 
Graduate, the Newtonian 
is currently touring the UK 
with the cast of The Glenn 

Miller Story. ‘This has been 
my fi rst real role and having 
the opportunity to work 
with such amazing talent 
has been fantastic and a 
great learning experience’. 
The students asked Nathan 
a variety of questions and 
they were given an insight 
in to the routes he took his 
get to where he is today. He 
said: ‘The music teachers at 
Woodham inspired me, they 
taught about fi lms and plays 
to watch and brought out the 
performer in me.’
Nathan fi nished his talk with 
students by adding, ‘My 
advice to students wanting 
to go in to any performing 
role would be to always 
have passion, be a sponge 
and soak everything up, do 
your research and just keep 
learning.’
Before leaving, Nathan 
and Music teacher Mrs 
Taylor led an impromptu 
performance on the 
piano which the students 
thoroughly enjoyed. 

WEST END STAR 
VISITS WOODHAM

Dear Syd
I would like to take the 
opportunity to respond to 
Mr Alistair P G Welsh’s and 
Mr Paul Redhead’s letters in 
on the subject of the closure 
of the DLI museum.
My grandfather served in 
the DLI during WW1.  He 
died at home shortly after 
the end of WW1 as a result 
of mustard gas poisoning 
in the trenches.  My great 
uncle served in the DLI and 
lies in a Commonwealth war 
grave in Ypres, Belgium.  
My father and two uncles 
also served in the DLI. My 
father was gravely wounded 
in Normandy during WW2, 
but thankfully survived. 
He went on the serve as a 
Sergeant in 6DLI until the 
mid-1960s.  He carried the 
burden of his wounds until 
the day he died.  Both my 
brother and I followed in 
the family tradition and 
served in the Light Infantry. 
I served for 17 years, from 
1977 to 1994. One thing I 
can assure the people of 
Aycliffe, and the wider 
County Durham, is that I do 
not hold any ex-Servicemen/
women in contempt, 
especially those who may 
have served in the County 
Regiment.
Since the start of the Tory 
administration in 2000, 
Durham County Council 
(DCC) has seen savage year 
on year cuts in funding 
from central Government. 
By 2020 these cuts will 
have reached £290,000,000. 
DCC has had to make huge 
savings, reducing headcount 
and trimming back on 
services.  Unfortunately, all 
budgets have been under 
ongoing review, including 
funding for the County’s 
museums; Beamish, 
Killhope, Bowes, and the 
DLI.
At the December meeting 
of DCC, I did not vote for 
‘not to having a debate on 
the matter’ of the closure of 
the DLI museum. I would 
like to explain that the 
constitution of the Council 
allows 30 minutes to discuss 
any notices of motion put 
forward by Councillors. On 
the day in question there 
were three notices of motion 

on the agenda. The third of 
these was in relation to the 
DLI museum. The fi rst of 
these notices of motion was 
to lobby the Government 
on their imposition of 
restrictions of unions and 
union members, a matter 
of national importance. A 
proposition was made on 
the fl oor of the Council to 
suspend standing orders 
to allow longer time for 
debate. I voted against 
this proposition.  In doing 
so, I was mindful that 
a public Overview and 
Scrutiny Board meeting was 
scheduled the following day 
to discuss the future of the 
DLI museum and the DLI 
collection. Any member of 
the public and/or press can 
ask questions of the Council 
at such public meetings.
I attended the scrutiny 
meeting the following day 
and asked a number of 
searching questions.  During 
the meeting, a number of 
things became apparent:
• In recent years the DLI 
collection has outgrown its’ 
home and storage space is 
critically restricted.
• Visitor numbers are 
reducing. Although many 
people have visited the DLI 
museum, not that many have 
been more than once.
• Colonel Ramsbotham, 
Chair of the Trustees of the 
DLI collection, and Army 
Museums Ogilby Trust, 
welcome the propositions 
that have been put forward 
for the future of the 
collection and this is seen as 

an opportunity to revitalise 
and be fi t for the future.  The 
plans include a display area 
in the Palace Green Library 
and interactive, living 
displays in venues such as 
the Gala Theatre, where a 
much wider story can be 
told.
• A larger storage base 
has been found at the 
former Rothmans site in 
Spennymoor.
• There is no intention to 
split the collection up.
• Whilst the existing 
building will close, a new 
chapter in the history and 
story of the Regiment will 
begin.
• Communication on the 
subject of the DLI museum 
has been poor. Press releases 
on the subject have been 
edited, and in some cases, 
totally ignored. Sadly, this 
has fuelled contempt and 
criticism in some quarters.
At the scrutiny meeting, 
a suggestion was made to 
create a lasting memorial 
on the Aykley Heads site. I 
have expressed an interest 
in being involved in any such 
project. Personally, I believe 
a memorial wall, similar 
to those at the National 
Arboretum, would be a very 
fi tting tribute, bearing the 
names of the fallen of the 
Durham Light Infantry and 
its’ antecedent Regiments, 
the Light Infantry and the 
Rifl es, since the end of WW2. 
I would welcome readers’ 
views on this subject.
Cllr Jed Hillary, 
Aycliffe East

DLI Closure Confusion
SSAFA – The armed 
forces charity wish all 
Newtonians a very happy 
new year. 
We are delighted to 
inform you after a long 
search we found a suitable 
replacement to take over 
the Divisional Secretary’s 
post. Susan Nixon will 
assume the duties of 
Sedgefi eld divisional 
secretary, Liz and I will 
be taking a backseat as 
caseworkers.
You may be interested to 
know that last year our 
intrepid volunteers dealt 
with 60 cases and spent 
£31,821 on their welfare.  
Every member of the 
Armed Forces knows about 
SSAFA, not just because 
we are the senior charity, 
but because we are the only 
charity liaising directly 
with serving units, when 
mum is sick at home, 
and her son is worried 
about her health, the son’s 
unit welfare offi cer will 
probably ask us to visit and 
write a report.  
Further details of the 
support available   can be 

CHANGE OF COMMAND!
found   on the internet: 
www. ssafa.org.uk
Although working 
alongside the MOD, we are 
not funded by them and in 
addition to casework we 
have to raise our own funds.  
Fortunately there are some 
wonderful organisations in 
our area that we can also 
turn to in particular, the 
Newton Aycliffe, Bishop 
Auckland and Spennymoor 
Rotary Clubs, Darlington 
Lions Club, Great 
Aycliffe Community Aid 
Partnership.
We were delighted to 
hear from Gordon Howe, 
Swimathon Chairperson 
and learn that we have been 
nominated as one of the 
benefi ciaries of Swimathon 
2016 which will be held in 
the Spennymoor Leisure 
Centre on 8th May 2016
Liz and I are have 
thoroughly enjoyed our 
work with SSAFA, if you 
need our help in future 
Please contact Mrs. Susan 
Nixon, Divisional Secretary 
SSAFA (Sedgefi eld) 
Tel 0746 856 094
Brian Wilson

A closing date for the group register has been set by the Court as 24 April 2016.  

If you think you or a deceased family member may have been affected and worked in a 
coke fuel plant as a coke oven worker and wish to consider joining the group, please contact 
Hugh James or Irwin Mitchell by 24 February 2016 who will send you further information 
and assess whether you may be eligible to join the group and claim compensation.

If you instruct an alternative solicitor other than Hugh James or Irwin Mitchell, it is 
their responsibility to submit notice of any individual wishing to join the litigation to                   
Hugh James and Irwin Mitchell.

Call Hugh James or Irwin Mitchell:

0808 271 4407
Or visit: 
www.hughjames.com/cocomp or  
www.irwinmitchell.com/cowb
                 

Hugh James and Irwin Mitchell are authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority and the 
Financial Conduct Authority. Terms and conditions apply. This advertisement has been placed pursuant to a Court order.

PUBLIC NOTICE
B R I T I S H  C O A L  C O K I N G  P L A N T S

DEADLINE - 24 APRIL 2016

The High Court has appointed Hugh James and Irwin Mitchell as lead solicitors in a group 
action for conditions associated with employment at coke works operated by British Coal. 
Specifically:

• respiratory disease 

• lung cancer

• temporary exacerbation of asthma

• squamous cell skin cancer
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Workplace Health Co-ordinator
Newton Aycliffe

Band 7, Point 24, £22,053 per annum
37.5 hours per week (Fixed term until 31st March 2017)

The aim of the County Durham Workplace Health 
programme is to create workplaces that both protect the 
health and well-being of employees and optimise the 
opportunity to help people improve their own health 
and well-being.  PCP is seeking to recruit a dynamic and 
experienced Co-ordinator to lead on the development and 
management of this service.

Key skills and qualifi cations required include:
• Level 4 Management qualifi cation or equivalent 
• A Teaching Qualifi cation
• Sound understanding of the public health agenda and 
current services 
• In depth knowledge of workplace health issues and 
solutions in County Durham 

The successful candidate will also have:
• At least 3 years’ experience of project and people 
management 
• At least 2 years’ experience of working with industry, 
with business or in the commercial sector 
• Experience of applying evidence-based health 
improvement theories and models and supporting people/
groups to appreciate the wider determinants of health 
• Professional, friendly and courteous manner with the 
ability to effectively manage partnership arrangements

For an application form and further information please 
contact the HR Department on: 
Telephone: (01325) 313133 Email: hr@pcp.uk.net
Fax  (01325) 301129 web: www.pcp.uk.net

Closing Date: 12 noon, Friday 15th January 2016

We are an equal and diverse employer and particularly 
welcome applicants from groups who are currently 
underrepresented at PCP, such as men, people with 
sensory impairments and carers.

The Pioneering Care Partnership (PCP) 
is an award-winning North East charity 
whose mission is ‘Health, Well-being 
and Learning for All’. We are currently 
seeking a motivated and focused self-
starter to join our successful team as a:

GREAT AYCLIFFE TOWN COUNCIL

Appointment of Part-time 
Bar/Catering Assistant

(16hrs per week) 
Post No. LB04

Spinal Scale – Point 6
(16 Hours per Week) (£7.07 per hour)

Applications are invited for the above post which forms 
part of the team within the Oak Leaf Sports Complex.

The candidate will must be literate and numerate, 
together with previous experience of working within a 
customer orientated environment.

The post holder must be 18 years or over, due to being 
required to work in licenced areas.

The post holders will work on a shift rota
  
For further details or an informal discussion about the 
post, please contact the Leisure Manager Judith Thexton 
on 01325 300600 or by email at
judith.thexton@great-aycliffe.gov.uk

Closing Date for Applications:
Noon on Friday 22nd January 2016

Date of interviews: Tuesday 2nd February 2016

Application packs can be obtained by
telephoning 01325 300700, 
e-mailing:  info@great-aycliffe.gov.uk
or from the Council website:
www.great-aycliffe.gov.uk

Greenfi eld Community College
A Specialist Arts & Science School

Greenfi eld Way, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham, DL5 7LF
Tel: 01325 300378 – Fax: 01325 379058

http://greenfi eldschool.net

Librarian
Grade 2 Point 10-13 (£12,319-£13,696 pro rata)

37 hours (term time only)
Monday to Thursday 8.30am to 4.30pm

Friday 8.30am to 4.00pm

Greenfi eld wishes to appoint a librarian to support the day 
to day activities of the library to enable students to access 
services to support learning.  The successful candidate will 
work with the English Department to promote literacy and 
reading across the school.

Please contact Mrs Susan Mouyiassi on 01325 300378 or 
email  susan.mouyiassi@greenfi eldschool.net for further 
information and an application pack.

Only applications submitted on the school’s application 
forms and completed in full by the specifi ed date will be 
considered.

Greenfi eld Community College is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and welcomes applications irrespective of sex, 
race, marital status or disability

Closing Date Monday 18.01.16 – 12 noon
All appointments are subject to appropriate pre-employment 
checks

Your place of work will be Greenfi eld Community College.  The school is part 
of the Aycliffe and Shildon Schools Education Trust (ASSET) and you may be 
required to work in any of the school sites within the Trust.

WJN Supplies (Grannies Choice) Factory Shop on Whinbank 
Road, Aycliffe Business Park is now open to the public, and 
would like to extend our thanks to the many faithful valued 
customers that have visited the factory shop since their move 
from the town centre. 
In December they had a promotion on Dog Beds which was 
a great success selling out of products on the fi rst weekend. 
They now have more stock and have extended the special 
offer on the medium bed at £5.99 and large fabric bed at 
£10.99 until the end of January.
The Gift Shop now has new Yankee Candle Display Cabinets 
with a large range of candles and gifts at bargain prices in 
their current Sale.
This year WJN intend to extend the range of products to 
include blinds, curtain poles, rugs and mirrors. They are also 
stocking a wider range of pet, wild bird and poultry feeds.

FORMER TOWN 
CENTRE STORE OPENS 

FACTORY SHOP

A teenager from Newton 
Aycliffe is the latest of 
nearly 90 young people 
to gain a “fi rst class” 
work placement through 
a County Durham charity 
which aims to help people 
reach their full potential.
Kryran Harris, 16, who 
is a trainee on the Steps 
4 Success course run by 
Northern communities 
charity DISC is enjoying 
life on a ten week work 
experience placement at 
County Durham Housing 
Group. He is trying his 
hand at a variety of trades 
including electrical work, 
plumbing and plastering.
DISC Education Services 
was cited last year as 
providing “Outstanding 
education, care and skills” 
by Ofsted, which included 
Kryran’s Steps 4 Success 
course. 
The 45 week course 
aims to remove barriers 
to employment for 
young people who are 
disadvantaged and 
increase their self-esteem 
and motivation. In the 
last three years, 87 course 
trainees have been helped 
into work placements.
Rebecca Drummond, 
Employment Engagement 
Advisor at DISC, said: 
“I’m delighted for 
Kryran. When he joined 
the programme, he was 
unsure of what he wanted 
to do. We’ve worked with 
him to understand his 
strengths and interests and 
have secured a fi rst class 
placement where he can 
have a taste of experiences 
in the construction trades 
with the aim of helping 
him identify a career 
path. “We are very careful 
where we place our 
students and do a lot of 
research to ensure they are 
supported throughout their 
working days.”
Steven Brown, of County 
Durham Housing Group, 
said he was pleased by 
Kryran’s dedication. 
Mr Brown said:  “We’re 
always looking for 
committed young people 
to come and work for our 
company, and we’re happy 
to help local individuals 
understand just exactly 
what being a tradesperson 
involves. 
“Kryran is willing to get 
stuck in and that’s just 
the kind of enthusiasm 
we look forward to in an 

DISC trainee Kryran Harris carries out an insulation test 
with County Durham Housing Group electrician Joe Hunter

WORK EXPERIENCE 
SPARKS SUCCESS

apprentice. Each member 
that Kryran has worked 
with has commented on 
his commitment and work 
ethic. We will be seeking 
another work placement 
from DISC in the future.”
Kryran said he was 
particularly interested in 
being an electrician. He 
said: “Once my training 
programme is completed 
at DISC I’m looking to 
secure employment in the 
construction industry, so 
this experience has been 
really helpful to me”.

Proposals to change council-run 
adult day services are to be put 
before councillors. Members 
of Durham County Council’s 
Cabinet will be asked to agree 
a reorganisation of services that 
would result in the closure of 12 
centres by September 2016.
The proposals refl ect signifi cant 
changes to the way in which 
people choose day services, 
which has led to drop in 
demand for traditional council-
run centres, as well as the need 

NEW PLAN FOR ADULT DAY CARE
to make £1.59m savings during 
2016/17.
Five centres from across the 
county would be retained 
in order to continue to offer 
specialist services to people 
with complex needs. Around 
101 people would currently fall 
into this category.
The fi ve centres which 
would be used to deliver 
specialist day services would 
be Durham Pathways, Pity 
Me; Spennymoor Pathways, 

Spennymoor Leisure Centre; 
Newton Aycliffe Pathways, 
Aycliffe Leisure Centre; 
Peterlee Pathways; and Stanley 
Pathways, Louisa Leisure 
Centre.
The 12 day services which 
would close are in Consett, 
Chester-le-Street, Crook 
Bishop Auckland, Annfi eld 
Plain, Spennymoor, Barnard 
Castle; Peterlee and Stanhope.
All people who use the existing 
17 centres, their carers and 
staff at the centres have been 
consulted on the proposals and 
their feedback is included in the 
report to Cabinet.
If the proposals are agreed 
those who use the 12 centres 
which will close would be 
supported in fi nding alternative 
provision to meet their needs 
in the independent and/or 
voluntary sector.
Many people, particularly 
younger adults, are already 
choosing these types of 
services. The growth in Direct 
Payments, which enables 
people to choose individual 
solutions to their own care 
needs, has also resulted in lower 
demand for traditional council-
run centres.
Cllr Lucy Hovvels, Cabinet 
member for adult and health 

Dear Sir,
A recent letter in the Newton 
News complained about the 
poor broadband provision 
in Ryder Court. In fact this 
matter was brought to my 
attention in July, when I 
visited all the houses there, 
asking if there were any 
issues residents wished to 
raise with me. A number 
of people mentioned poor 
broadband reception and this 
was because Ryder Court was 
still connected to the main 
Aycliffe exchange, and not to 
a street cabinet (PCP).  
I contacted Digital Durham, 
who – working with BT 
OpenReach – are charged 
with the task of upgrading 
internet services across the 
County. I am delighted to be 
able to tell you that, just before 
Christmas, BT OpenReach 
successfully connected Ryder 
Court and St Andrew’s Court 
to Cabinet 23.
I have to thank BT 
OpenReach, but especially 
the offi cers at Digital 
Durham, whom I phoned 
every fortnight since July to 
enquire about progress, and 
who throughout treated me 
with patience, courtesy, and 
an unremitting enthusiasm to 
get the job done.
Cllr John D Clare
(Aycliffe North & Middridge)

Broadband 
Connectionservices at Durham County 

Council, said: “It is important 
for us to recognise that 
increasingly people want to 
take more control over their 
own services and choose those 
which best meet their individual 
needs.
“Many younger people in 
particular are already choosing 
services in the community and 
independent sector, although 
we appreciate that there is still 
a need for the council to provide 
specialist services for people 
with complex needs.
“We also understand that for 
some people change can be 
very diffi cult and we have spent 
time consulting with people 
and their carers so that we can 
understand their views and help 
to fi nd the right way forward for 
each individual. 
We would continue to work 
with people and carers to 
help them understand their 
different options. We would 
look to organise taster sessions 
to help people make the right 
choice and, where necessary, 
would help to arrange gradual 
introductions to new services.”
Cabinet will discuss the 
proposals when they meet on 
January 13th at 10am at County 
Hall.
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The Village Pharmacy
Pioneering Care Centre, Newton Aycliffe

Pioneering Care Centre, Burn Lane
Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 4SE
Telephone: 01325 311297
Email: thevillagepharmacy@intrapharm.com
www.thevillage-pharmacy.co.uk

OPENING TIMES
Monday-Thursday 8.30am-5.30pm

Friday 8.30am-6.00pm
Saturday 9.00am-12.00noon

(Closed 1.00pm-2.00pm for Lunch)

We provide a wide range of services including:
Minor Ailments Scheme - Emergency Contraception

Free Contraception on production of a ‘c’ card
Chlamydia Screening - Pregnancy Testing

Advice on Stopping Smoking & Healthy Living 
and much more

A Collection and Delivery Service for all 
the surgeries in Newton Aycliffe

Electronic Transfer of Prescriptions from Pease Way, 
Bewick Crescent  and Cobblers Hall Surgeries

Use our FREE DELIVERY SERVICE - 
Prescriptions delivered to your door

Please do not hesitate to contact Alisdair and his 
friendly staff who are always available to speak with 

anyone who would like help and advice.

FLU JABS ARE NOW AVAILABLE 
Please ask for more information

Pharmacist: Alisdair McConnell MRPharmS

4 Neville Parade, Newton Aycliffe - www.propertyexchangeuk.com

Telephone 01325 778775

www.propertyexchangeuk.com
we think differently - 01325 778775

*when you list your property with us today you will be 
entered into a free draw to win this exciting holiday for 2. 
For T&C’s please visit www.propertyexchangeuk.com

 

Your very own
NEWTON AYCLIFFE

Estate Agent

Following his tour of Great 
Aycliffe on Christmas Eve, 
SANTA would like to say 
(on behalf of Great Aycliffe 
Town Council) a huge thank 
you to all his volunteer 
helpers for their time and 
support; to Newton Press 
for publishing his routes; to 
Aycliffe Fabrications and 
Trevor Burn Fencing for the 
use of their ‘Santa Sleighs’; 
to all those who came out 
to greet him despite the 
weather, and for the cash 
donations which raised 
£155.00 for the Mayor’s 
Charities.
While the Santa tours were 
generally well received by 
most residents, unfortunately 
a minority decided to throw 
half full cans at the vehicles 
which could have caused 
injury to the volunteers, 
forcing them to leave the 
area.
Wishing everyone a very 
happy and healthy New Year 
– see you next Christmas!

YOBS SPOIL
SANTA TOUR

As we kick start the 2016 
leap year, Marie Curie is 
looking for enthusiastic 
individuals raring to engage 
with the local community 
in Newton Aycliffe. 
The charity are 
encouraging local people 
to join the Newton Aycliffe 
Fundraising Group and 
make a difference, all 
while meeting new people 
in the area, having fun and 
helping to secure the on-
going support delivered by 
Marie Curie. 
As a Fundraising Group 
Member volunteers will 
become a key component in 
a passionate team, devoted 
to raising crucial funds 
and as much awareness as 
possible. 
With other group members, 
they will organise 
collections, fundraising 
events and other awareness 
activities. Fundraising 
Groups will also promote 
the work of the charity 

Aycliffe Marie Curie 
Group to be Formed

and encourage support for 
Marie Curie within their 
local community. 
Community Fundraiser 
Hayley Revell said: 
“Joining the Newton 
Aycliffe Fundraising Group 
is a wonderful way to play 
an important role in the 
work of a national charity 
at a local level, make new 
friendships and engage 
with your community 
“We’re really excited and it 
will make a huge difference 
locally by helping to raise 
awareness of the free care 
Marie Curie provides 
to people with terminal 
illnesses in the local area.” 
Anyone interested in 
joining the group to make 
a positive difference to 
the work of Marie Curie 
in Newton Aycliffe can 
contact Community 
Fundraiser Hayley Revell 
on 0191 219 1242 or at 
hayley.revell@mariecurie.
org.uk 

Tearaways Theatre Group 
are into their fi nal rehearsals 
for their annual pantomime, 
“Cinderella” performed 
at Shildon Civic Hall on 
Thursday 21st, Friday 
22nd, and Saturday 23rd, 
January, at 7-30pm. The fi nal 
performance on Sunday 24th 
January at 2pm. 
Steph Callaghan stars in 
the main role as Cinderella, 
and her Prince Charming is 
ably played by Alex Cliff. 
Chelsea Waites is the hapless 
Buttons, and Lucy Wright is 
one half of the idiot comedy 
duo Pye and Peas. Erica 
Wood is the forgetful Fairy 
Godmother’s Assistant, 
and you will be booing and 
hissing at the evil Lady 
Tremaine, Cinderella’s 
Stepmother, played by 
Georgia Brown. Andrew 
Timmiss will be keeping a 
watchful eye on the lighting 
and sound.  The show is full 
of something for all ages to 
enjoy, well known songs 
to sing along to, colourful 
costumes, silly jokes, etc. 
Along with the Tearaways 
members in this production 
are members from the 
TYKES young people’s 

Steph Callaghan (Cinderella), Michael Taphouse (King), 
Chelsea Waites (Buttons) and Alex Cliff (Prince). 

Town Youngsters in Panto

group and the Spectrum 
Roller Skating Club. Book 
your seats now and avoid 
disappointment, then sit 
back and enjoy a traditional 
Family Pantomime. 
Tickets priced £5 Adults, £3 
Children / Concessions, can 
be pre-booked by ringing 
01325 313363 / 01388 774838 
- www.tearaways-shildon.
co.uk

The JAM Club wish to thank Councillors Sarah Iveson and 
Jed Hillary for their support over Christmas with gifts for the 
celebrations. Thank you also to “Malcolm” for arranging for 
Santa to be there to distribute the presents.
Margaret, Trudy and Sylvia

Help for J.A.M. Club

Messy Church will have a 
royal theme on Saturday 
January 9th as it celebrates 
the arrival of the Kings to 
greet Jesus - Epiphany.
Beginning at 4pm with a 
welcome and introduction 
to the Service followed by 
crown making, treasure box 
decorating, biscuit baking, 
paintings, water play and 
camel racing! Yes that’s 
right - camel racing. All are 
then invited to share a royal 
Korma curry, rice and breads 
with sparkly ice-cream to 
follow.
Come along from 3.30pm 
onwards to register in the 
foyer of St. Clare’s Church, 
Newton Aycliffe. All children 
must be accompanied by 
an adult. There will be a 
collection plate on hand for 
donations to Messy Church. 
Messy Church is fun, friendly 
and informal - you may be 
planning a baptism this year  
and we warmly invite you to 
come along and fi nd out how 
this Family Church can help 
you prepare for that or you 
may simply want to spend 
some quality time with your 
children and be part of a very 
different kind of church. We 
look forward to seeing you 
all! xx

Camel Racing 
and Curry!
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Just Just ParentingParenting
Sue Clark Parenti ng Practi ti oner

• One to One Parenti ng, Support and Advice
• Behaviour Management
• Child Development and more ....

Private Consultati ons or 
Parenti ng Programmes available

Telephone - 01325 529 000
Mobile - 07938 904 916 aft er 6pm

MY
PROPERTY
BOX

187 Mackenzie Place, Newton Aycliff e, DL5 7NW
£475.00pcm

*** SPACIOUS THREE BEDROOMED FAMILY HOME ***
A fantastic property tucked away in Newton Aycliff e. The 
property is located close to the town centre and has easy 
access to all main bus routes. Accommodation Comprises 
of Large Kitchen/Breakfast Room, Large Lounge, Two 
Double Bedrooms, One Single Bedroom, Bathroom with 
Shower, Gas Central Heating, Fully Double Glazed. The 
Property Excludes All Utilities and Also Council Tax

217 Alfrid Place, Newton Aycliff e, DL5 4QG
£450.00pcm

*** THREE BEDROOM FAMILY HOME ***
My Property Box are delighted to off er to the market this 
well presented home located in Newton Aycliff e. The 
Property is within easy walking distance to local amenities 
and Schools and also has easy access to local bus routes. 
Accommodation Comprises of Kitchen, Large Lounge, Two 
Double Bedrooms, One Single Bedroom, Bathroom with 
Shower, Gas Central Heating, Fully Double Glazed. The 
Property Excludes All Utilities and Also Council Tax

323 Booth Walk, Newton Aycliff e, DL5 7NT
£425.00pcm

*** New Bathroom, New Carpets, Newly Decorated ***
Fantastic three bedroom family home. The Property 
is within easy walking distance to local amenities and 
Schools and also has easy access to local bus routes. 
Accommodation Comprises of Kitchen, Large Lounge, Two 
Double Bedrooms, One Single Bedroom, Bathroom with 
Shower, Gas Central Heating, Fully Double Glazed. The 
Property Excludes All Utilities and Also Council Tax

352 Sampson Place, Newton Aycliff e, DL5 7NX
£475.00pcm

*** Well Presented Three Bedroom Family Home ***
My Property Box are delighted to off er to the market this 
well presented home located in Newton Aycliff e. The 
Property is within easy walking distance to local amenities 
and Schools and also has easy access to local bus routes. 
Accommodation Comprises of Entrance Hallway, Kitchen, 
Large Lounge, Downstairs W.C, Two Double Bedrooms, 
One Single Bedroom, Bathroom with Shower, Gas Central 
Heating, Fully Double Glazed. The Property Excludes All 
Utilities and Also Council Tax

22 Lancelot Close, Newton Aycliff e, DL5 7QL
£560.00pcm

*** MODERN THREE BEDROOM FAMILY HOME ***
A fantastic three bedroom property quietly situated in 
a cul de sac in the Cobblers Hall area of Newton Aycliff e. 
The property decorated and presented to an excellent 
standard, early viewing is recommended! Accommodation 
Comprises of Entrance Hallway, Downstairs WC, Luxury 
Kitchen/Breakfast Room, Three Bedrooms (master 
benefi ting from en-suite), Family Bathroom, Gas Central 
Heating, Fully Double Glazed, Enclosed Garden to Rear, 
Off  Street Parking. Property Excludes All Utilities and Also 
Council Tax

53 Stocks Green, Newton Aycliff e, DL5 7HE
£475.00pcm

*** Spacious Three Bedroom Family Home ***
 *** Recently Fully Renovated ***

My Property Box are delighted to off er this fantastic 
property tucked away in Newton Aycliff e. The property has 
recently been fully decorated and fi tted with new carpets 
& laminate fl ooring. The property is located close to local 
amenities such as schools and shops.  Accommodation 
Comprises of Spacious Entrance Hallway with Ample 
Storage, Downstairs W.C, Kitchen/Breakfast Room, Dining 
Room, Lounge, Two Double Bedrooms, One Single 
Bedroom, Bathroom with Over Head Shower, Gas Central 
Heating, Fully Double Glazed. The Property Excludes All 
Utilities and Council Tax

23 Acle Burn, Newton Aycliff e, DL5 4XB
£1000.00pcm

*** FIVE BEDROOM DETACHED ***
A rare opportunity to rent an exceptional fi ve bedroom 
detached home quietly situated in a cul-de-sac in the 
popular area of Woodham. This spacious detached home 
benefi ts from four reception rooms and three bathrooms. 
The property comprises of Reception Hallway, Downstairs 
WC, Lounge, Dining Room, Study, Conservatory, Downstairs 
WC, Fully Fitted Luxury Kitchen with Breakfast Area, Utility 
Room, Five Double Bedrooms (Two Bedrooms with En-
suites), Family Bathroom, Large Gardens to Front, Side 
and Rear, Double Garage, Gas Central Heating.  Property 
Excludes All Utilities and Also Council Tax

Please contact 01325 582101

Heighington Scout Group Burns’ Night Ceilidh. Saturday 
30th January 2016, with the Compass Rose Ceilidh Band 
at 7.30. Tickets £10 which includes traditional supper of 
Haggis, neeps and tatties (Shepherds Pie available) - No bar 
bring your own drink. 
Tickets available from all section leaders or Alan on 01325 
324370

Scout Group Burns’ Night Newton News Founder in 
New Year Honours List

Syd Howarth, founder of 
Aycliffe’s weekly newspaper 
Newton News has been 
awarded the MBE in the 
New Year’s Honours List for 
services to the community.
Syd moved to Newton 
Aycliffe in 1963 to start the 
new town’s fi rst printing 
business and it wasn’t long 
before Newton Press took 
over the local monthly 
magazine and gave the town 
its own newspaper, claiming 
to be the fi rst ever free news 
sheet, fi nanced entirely by 
advertisers and delivered 
free to every household.
Syd said: “The town was in 
its infancy and the people 
accepted me and my young 
family with open arms. We 
adopted Newton Aycliffe as 
our home along with other 

pioneering entrepreneurs 
who recognised Aycliffe’s 
potential. The townspeople 
and local businesses gave 
me good support, helping 
Newton Press expand its 
services.
“I recall in the fi rst months 
in business having diffi culty 
opening an account with a 
paper company who were 
doubtful about supplying 
and giving credit to a new 
business with no references. 
A director of a town furniture 
shop heard of my problem 
and immediately stood as a 
guarantor. My bank manager 
gave me the capital I needed 
for new machinery without 
security. This was the level 
of community spirit and 
support in the new town 
where everyone supported 

each other”.
Syd has been a member of 
many town organisations 
serving as an offi cer or 
committee member. He was 
a member of the Round Table 
and has been a Rotarian 
for over 33 years. He was 
honoured to be elected as 
Rotary International District 
Governor for the North East 
in 2004-5.
It is as an Aycliffe Rotarian 
that he spearheaded many 
projects notably the Nature 
Park behind Tallents which 
he acquired from the owners 
of the Industrial Estate and 
brokered the ownership 
being transferred to the 
Town Council. Two other 
prominent achievements 
were the new War Memorial 
outside St. Clare’s Church 
and the refurbishment of the 
Blue Bridge, welcome sign 
and benches.
Syd commented: “One of my 
guiding principles has been 
to give something back to the 
community which gave me, 
my family and my employees 
a living. I love my town and 
support it fully in every way 
possible. The Newton News 
has given residents a voice, 
and by refl ecting public 
opinion in its columns has 
actively infl uenced decision 
making in our locality.
Syd has turned down two 
previous nominations for an 
award, being a critic of the 
system, but this time it was 
sprung on him, and because 
it was initiated by family 
and friends felt he could 
not refuse the honour they 
bestowed.
“I may receive the insignia 
from Royalty, but I accept 
the award from my family 
and those in the community 
who have been so kind 
to recognise my work for 
Aycliffe. I thank everyone 
who has phoned, sent 
text messages and posted 
facebook messages. I have 
been overwhelmed by the 
reaction to being awarded 
the MBE and will wear it 
with pride” said Syd.

The bit.ly links are shortened URLs; type them into your 
browser to go to the relevant webpages.

COUNCIL
• My report on Wednesday 16 December’s Cabinet meeting: 
bit.ly/DCCCabDec15
• My report on the VERY important DCC Economy Scrutiny 
meeting, 21 December: bit.ly/DCCEcSDec15  – Poverty, 
welfare changes, regeneration, Business Durham.
• My summary of the government’s devolution proposal on 
which you will be asked to vote next week: bit.ly/NNJCNECA 
• The closing date for comments on DCC’s budget 
consultation is 12 January:  bit.ly/DCCBudgetJan15 
• Great Aycliffe & Middridge Partnership AAP’s December 
newsletter: bit.ly/GAMPDec15 
• Members of GAMP have been asked to comment on the 
refreshes of DCC’s Joint Health & Wellbeing Strategy (bit.ly/
DCCJHWS16-19) and its Children, Young People & Families 
Plan (bit.ly/DCCCYPFP16-19); deadline for feedback to 
paula.stockport@durham.gov.uk is Friday 29 January.
• The DCC Adult Learning Spring Learning Guide is out: bit.
ly/DCCALSpring2016 

COMMUNITY
• New legislation makes ‘coercive or controlling’ domestic 
abuse a crime punishable by up to fi ve years in prison.
• December newsletter from PCC Ron Hogg: bit.ly/
PCCDec15 
• NHS Durham Dales, Easington and Sedgefi eld Clinical 
Commissioning Group (CCG) – December Newsletter: bit.
ly/DDESDec2015 
• An exhibition about Anne Frank will open to the public in 
Greenfi eld Arts Centre, 7-27 January.
• January is ‘Dry January’ – have you accepted the 31-day 
challenge: www.dryjanuary.org.uk/impact-calculator/
• Healthwatch County Durham – January 2016 e-bulletin: bit.
ly/HWCDJan16
• The Community Peer Mentor project aims to support those 
suffering from anti-social behaviour or neighbourhood 
disputes, perceived or real.  Could you help: bit.ly/PCCPeer 
• Sensory Processing Disorder Parent Support Group: self-
esteem issues in children, Wednesday 13th January 2016, 
7-8:30pm, at the Tree Tops, Eldon Road, Aycliffe Business 
Park, DL5 6UL – Tel: 01325 304 411
• Friends of S&DR meeting, Thursday 14th January, at 
6.30pm in the Lady Starmer Room, St, Cuthbert’s Church 
Hall, Market Place, Darlington.

Dear Editor,
I wanted to say a huge 
congratulations to you on 
being awarded the MBE 
which is very well deserved. 
The range of ways you 
have contributed to the 
community is very wide, but 
I wanted to say a particular 
thank you for your work in 
creating better opportunities 
for the town’s young people. 
Growing up in Newton 
Aycliffe, I was lucky enough 
to be involved in the Interact 
Club you were instrumental 
in setting up. 
I saw fi rst-hand your 
commitment to young 
people through Interact, the 
Youth Centre and through 
your regional leadership 
of Rotary. Over the years, 

your commitment to these 
projects and many others, 
has given me and other 
young Newtonians fantastic 
opportunities we would 
never otherwise have had. 
Throughout this, you’ve 
given your time with 
modesty, kindness and 
unstinting good humour. 
Your tireless service to the 
community is a credit to 
our town and I’m absolutely 
delighted that your 
outstanding work has been 
recognised with a national 
honour. 
Alan Strickland
Former Newton Aycliffe 
resident, now Councillor 
and Cabinet Member for 
Regeneration, London 
Borough of Haringey

NATIONAL HONOUR

With the start of wintry 
weather, people in County 
Durham are being urged to 
stay warm, well and safe. 
Durham County Council 
is reminding everyone 
that online resources are 
available at www.durham.
gov.uk/warmandwell to 
ensure no one is left out in 
the cold this winter. 
As well as advice on 
staying healthy and looking 
after elderly or vulnerable 
neighbours, there’s also 
information on coping 
with the snow and ice. This 
includes everything from 
fi nding out the location 
of your nearest salt bin to 
making sure your car is 
ready for winter as well as 
tips for driving in wintry 
conditions. 

There’s also guidance on 
how to make sure your home 
is warm and energy effi cient 
including information about 
the Government’s Warm 
Homes Discount Scheme, 
whereby energy companies 
must offer extra help to their 
most vulnerable customers 
with a possible one off rebate 
of £140 on energy bills, to 
those who qualify.
Cllr Eddie Tomlinson, 
Durham County Council’s 
cabinet member for assets, 
strategic housing and rural 
issues said: “With the 
winter weather well and 
truly underway we’d like to 
remind everyone that a range 
of advice and information is 
available on our website to 
keep people warm, well and 
safe.” 

Warm, Well & Safe!
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PCP held a festive day on the 18th of December to celebrate the 
contributions of groups in the Pioneering Care Centre.
More than 50 carers, volunteers, staff and Board members 
attended the Carol Service, led by the House of Eden nursery 
and the Options group. The audience were treated to a selection 
of classic Christmas carols, with the Options group signing 
“Jingle Bells” and fi nishing off with a rendition of “We wish you 
a Merry Christmas”. Santa also came along for the day to attend 
old and young alike.
Following the Carol Service, PCP volunteers took part in the 
volunteer Christmas party. Lots of fun was had by the twenty 
dedicated volunteers, who enjoyed a Christmas word search, 
bingo and a festive buffet.
PCP would like to thank all its volunteers, Options members 
and tenants for their contributions to our community in Newton 
Aycliffe. We hope you have enjoyed a very happy Christmas and 
look forward to welcoming old and new friends in 2016! 
Contact the Pioneering Care Centre, Carer’s Way, Newton 
Aycliffe, DL5 4SF. Tel: 01325 321234. Email: enquiries@pcp.
uk.net 
Website: www.pcp.uk.net.
Or fi nd PCP on Twitter: @PioneeringCare and Facebook: /
PCPandCentre

PCP CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES
Dear Sir,
I awoke on a dark and wet New 
Year’s morning feeling a little 
befuddled possibly as a result 
of over imbibing whisky. 
Gathering my thoughts over 
my 3rd cuppa tea I heard 
something come through 
my letterbox and discovered 
a leafl et from the Labour 
controlled County Council 
entitled “Giving you your 
say”.
Having read the leafl et 
a second time I felt very 
misinformed. Can someone 
please enlighten me as to why 
we need two extra layers of 
government i.e. a Mayor’s 
offi ce and an expensive super 
council with all the extra 
administration and expense 
that incurs? Someone it 
appears is going to get a 
massive salary fi nanced by 
you and I.
Of course there is a big 
difference between asking 
for your opinion and actually 
acting upon your wishes as 
this is only a consultation 
exercise designed so that the 
powers that be can then blame 
the public if it turns out to be 
an expensive white elephant.
Perhaps someone can explain 
what benefi ts this expensive 
super council will bring to 
the hard pressed ratepayer 
who are also being forced 
to swallow a reduced Police 
force and longer waiting 
times in our hospitals whilst 
our County Council sits on a 
massive treasure chest...
It occurs to me that those 
same councillors who shed 
crocodile tears about the 
closing of local authority care 
homes, cuts to and council 
staff/policemen/firefighters 

and nurses are now proposing 
the creation of another two 
layers of administration.
Did anyone else note that 
Labour has announced 
candidacies for the posts 
of Police and Crime 
Commissioners? Labour 
policy is to remove these 
offi ces so is this not a little 
cynical? I am sure Ron Hogg 
has done his best to help the 
elected government with their 
austerity measures, saving 
money by reducing offi cers to 
the point where it is rare to see 
policemen on our streets. He 
is devolving traffi c problems 
to county council offi cers and 
suggesting we ignore some 
drug use and the anti – social 
effects of this by disregarding 
parts of the law which are not 
agreeable to them. Cannabis 
use and sale is still illegal 
presumably.
The bridge connecting 
Whinlatter Place to West Park 
has still not been replaced 
after it was taken away 
for repair last year. Initial 
response was to close the right 
of way to save money. A 400 
name petition was raised by 
local people to save the bridge 
given to Durham County 
Council along with £millions 
to maintain the bridge and 
other assets upon the demise of 
Sedgefi eld Borough Council.
Residents of Ashfi eld will 
recall that DCC promised 
to repair the road through 
Ashfi eld which leads to West 
Park in 2015. I now wonder if 
it will be repaired in 2016? 
Happy New Year to all 
residents of Newton Aycliffe 
and let’s look forward to a 
happy 2016
Ken Robson

New Year Musing

Monthly rentals from £249. 
Plus a £249 Initial rental*.

CONTACT COOPER DURHAM TODAY.

Official fuel economy figures for the BMW 1 Series range: Urban 23.2-54.3mpg (12.2-5.2l/100km).  
Extra Urban 41.5-72.4mpg (6.8-3.9l/100km). Combined 32.8-64.2mpg (8.6-4.4l/100km). CO2 emissions 
200-116g/km. Figures may vary depending on driving style and conditions.
Cooper Durham is a credit broker. 
*Price shown is for a 48 month Personal Contract Hire agreement for a BMW 118i 5-door SE Sports Hatch with optional metallic paint, with 
a contract mileage of 32,000 miles and excess mileage charge of 4.81p per mile. Applies to new vehicles ordered between 1 January 2016 
and 31 March 2016 and registered by 30 June 2016 (subject to availability). Retail customers only. At the end of your agreement you must 
return the vehicle. Excess mileage, vehicle condition and other charges may be payable. Hire available subject to status to UK residents aged 
18 or over. Guarantees and indemnities may be required. Terms and conditions apply. Offer may be varied, withdrawn or extended at any time. 
Hire provided by BMW Financial Services (GB) Limited, Summit ONE, Summit Avenue, Farnborough, Hampshire GU14 0FB. Inchcape Retail 
Ltd, trading as The Cooper Group, commonly introduce customers to a selected panel of lenders including BMW Financial Services. We may 
receive commission or other benefits for introducing you to such lenders. This introduction does not amount to independent financial advice.

Cooper Durham 
Broomside Park, Belmont Industrial Estate, Durham DH1 1HP 
0191 502 0482  www.cooperdurhambmw.co.uk 

Cooper Durham
The Ultimate

Driving Machine

THE NEW BMW  
1 SERIES 5-DOOR.

Official Fuel Economy Figures for the MINI Hatch Range: Urban 36.7-72.4 mpg (7.7-3.9 l/100km). Extra Urban 
58.9-91.1 mpg (4.8-3.1 l/100km). Combined 48.7-83.1 mpg (5.8-3.4 l/100km). CO2 Emissions 136-89 g/km. 
Figures may vary depending on driving style and conditions.

Cooper Durham is a credit broker. 
*Price shown is for a 48 month Personal Contract Hire agreement for a MINI One 3 door Hatch with optional metallic paint, with a contract mileage 
of 32,000 miles and excess mileage charge of 3.34p per mile. Applies to new vehicles ordered between 1 January and 31 March 2016 and registered 
by 30 June 2016 (subject to availability). Retail customers only. At the end of your agreement you must return the vehicle. Excess mileage, vehicle 
condition and other charges may be payable. Hire available subject to status to UK residents aged 18 or over. Guarantees and indemnities may be 
required. Terms and conditions apply. Offer may be varied, withdrawn or extended at any time. Hire provided by MINI Financial Services, Summit 
ONE, Summit Avenue, Farnborough, Hampshire GU14 0FB. Inchcape Retail Ltd name trading as The Cooper Group commonly introduce customers 
to a selected panel of lenders including MINI Financial Services. We may receive commission or other benefits for introducing you to such lenders. 
This introduction does not amount to independent financial advice.

COOPER DURHAM 
Broomside Park, Belmont Industrial Estate, Durham DH1 1HP 
0191 3837561 www.cooperdurhammini.co.uk 

CONTACT COOPER DURHAM TODAY.

£179 £179 MONTHLY  
RENTAL*.

INITIAL
RENTAL*.

MINI ONE  
3-DOOR HATCH.
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School Aycli e Lane,  
Newton Aycli e, 

DL5 6QZ 
Tel: 01325 300600

Star ng Thursday 7th January  

FREE taster session on 7th January 

 

Thursday 

6pm - 7pm 

Members £2.00 

Non Members £2.50 
Suitable for all (over 16’s only) 

 

Specially designed to improve: 
Cardio, exibility, muscular  

   endurance, balance & strength 
Resistance training 

Body weight exercises 

Aerobic training 

GREAT AYCLIFFE TOWN COUNCIL

Dates and Times of Statutory Meetings
of the Town Council and its Committees

Wednesday 20th January 2016

Policy & Resources 
Committee, 7.15pm

QUESTION TIME
A period of up to 20 minutes has been set aside for an elector 
to ask questions, give evidence or make representation on any 
item of business included on the agenda of the Council, and 
its Committees.

If members of the public have any questions it would be 
appreciated if they could make them known prior to the start 
of the meeting. Agendas/Reports are available on the Council’s 
Website on the Friday afternoon preceding the meeting.
(www.great-aycliffe.gov.uk)

The Press and Public are cordially invited to attend.

“The Public Entrance to the Council Chamber will be open 30 
minutes prior to the commencement of meetings”.

STATEMENT OF
PERSONS NOMINATED

Election of a Town Councillor
WEST WARD

OF GREAT AYCLIFFE PARISH

The following is a statement of the persons nominated for 
election as a Town Councillor for West Ward.

DAVIES Peter Lewis
41 Ashfield, Newton Aycliffe

Labour Party

ROBSON Ken
35 Priestman Road, Newton Aycliffe

Independent

The election will take place on Thursday, 21st January 2016.

Councillors’Councillors’
SurgeriesSurgeries

Shafto, Central 
and Neville Ward

Councillors Sarah Iveson 
and Jed Hillary will be in 
attendance at St. Mary’s 
Meeting Room, Burn Lane 
on Saturday 9th January 
from 11am - 12 noon.

Dear Sir,
I would like to pay tribute 
to the staff in all our Town 
Centre shops who always 
have a very helpful attitude 
and it is nice to meet such 
pleasant people.
Sadly I left my purse in one 
of the shops I visited over 
the Christmas period and 
did not miss it until a few 
days later.
There wasn’t much in it 
and I haven’t been round to 
check if it has been handed 
in and I have only myself to 
blame.
It is a small grey purse with 
a snap top and if you found 
it please ring me on 01325 
316225.
Mrs M. Hutchins

SHOP STAFF

Popular local residents 
Association ACORN will be 
holding their January meeting 
in the upstairs lounge of the 
Phoenix Club on Thursday 
January 14th.
Beginning with the fun junior 
section little ACORNS at 
5.30 pm where plans will be 
discussed for the coming year 
including the ever popular 
annual Petting Zoo and 
refl ecting back on the exciting 
visit to the Gala Theatre to see 
Cinderella.
At 6pm the main ACORN 
meeting begins where 
local issues are discussed. 
Meetings of ACORN are 
usually attended by interested 
community partners including 
Police, County Councillors, 
Town Councillors and 
representatives from livin.
Lively debate is encouraged 
but attacks on individuals 
prohibited, we seek to inform 
and encourage involvement in 
the society in which we live 

ACORN January Meeting
giving a voice to the public in 
an amusing interactive group.
ACORN are often found to be 
leading the way with protests 
and campaigning, also many 
of our members take part 
in training sessions such 
as fi rst aid, food handling, 
governance and trusteeship. 
ACORN are a very proactive 
group with events such as 
Easter Egg Hunts, Petting 
Zoo, animal inspired 
fun days, and parties for 
Halloween etc., already being 
planned for this year.
ACORN also arrange outings 
to educational establishments 
and seaside trips throughout 
the year.
ACORN events and outings 
are often featured on our 
Facebook page
We welcome new members to 
come along and get involved 
with our activities that are 
helping to build a more 
inclusive community.
Ken Robson

The Labour Party 
has announced that 
its candidate in the 
forthcoming West Ward 
by-election will be Peter 
Davies, of 41 Ashfi eld, 
Newton Aycliffe.
Peter grew up in Newton 
Aycliffe and attended 
Greenfi eld School, before 
going on to achieve an 
honours degree from 
Northumbria University. 
He then trained to be 
a teacher at Newton 
Aycliffe’s own outstanding 
Durham SCITT facility, 
before gaining a job locally. 
He is an active member 
of the local community, 
working with young 
people on a daily basis, 
and intends to campaign 
for the development of 
opportunities for them. 
Peter has always felt proud 
to come from and work in 
Newton Aycliffe, a town 

Labour Announces 
By-Election Candidate

unique in our country’s 
history. His aim will be to 
protect the great things the 
town has to offer, and to 
drive development to make 
it even better. 
Announcing Peter’s 
candidacy, Labour Party 
Branch Secretary Vince 
Crosby confi rmed that 
the selection had been a 
unanimous decision of the 
West Ward members. “Mr 
Davies is Aycliffe born 
and bred. At the selection 
meeting he showed himself 
very knowledgeable on 
social issues and the things 
that affect the Town”.  
Bob Fleming, Leader 
of Great Aycliffe Town 
Council, also supported 
the announcement – “Peter 
is intelligent, enthusiastic 
and hardworking. For 
the past two years he has 
attended Town Council 
meetings and meetings of 
the Town Council Labour 
Member’s Group and 
therefore is not new to 
council activities. I believe 
Peter is the type of young 
man who will help to drive 
our town forward in the 
future”.
And County Councillor 
John D Clare – formerly 
deputy headteacher at 
Greenfi eld School – was 
proud to add his support for 
a former pupil: “Peter was a 
star student at Greenfi eld – 
a perfect mixture of ability, 
perseverance and social 
awareness. I really hope he 
is elected, because he will 
be a fabulous councillor in 
the years to come”.
Peter has been a member 
of the Labour Party for fi ve 
years, and says it is because 
he steadfastly believes the 
words on his membership 
card: ‘By the strength of 
our common endeavour 
we achieve more than we 
achieve alone’. “I have seen 
the damage fi rst hand that 
the Tories are infl icting 
on our community, and I 
know the Labour Party is 
the party of hope”, he says.

Dear Sir,
At last we have an Independent 
candidate standing at the 
next election for the West 
Ward. Ken Robson will, with 
your support, join the other 
independent councillors and 
by doing so will add another 
independent elected voice for 
the residents of this ward.  
With the current numbers 
of elected independent 
councillors it is diffi cult 
to oppose or sway  policy 
or decisions that the large 
Labour Party push through or 
rubber stamp Often this type 
of decision is pre-agreed at 
Labour Group meetings on 
the Monday night before the 
Wednesday meetings.
By voting for another 
independent councillor in Ken 
Robson you will be helping 
to add a valued independent 
voice  to the council and also 
strengthening and adding 
weight to the other elected 
independent councillors 
whose views are often swept 
aside simply based on the 

huge majority of the Labour 
councillors. 
Ken will fi ght for the rights 
of each individual resident 
and family without a political 
agenda political direction or 
Party line. 
There are a number of 
independent candidates of 
which Ken is one – who 
have attended a number of 
council meetings as members 
of the public over the past 
months – it is clear from the 
conversations I have had that 
Ken did not agree with what 
was happening regarding 
the dominance of the larger 
group, and as such has taken 
the decision to stand as an 
Independent Candidate at the 
next election. 
I hope that the people of the 
WEST Ward will support 
this fresh and non-political 
candidate in his efforts to 
develop and better the West 
Ward. 
Alderman George Gray
West Ward
Independent Councillor

West Ward Independent 
Candidate Needed

On Wednesday 16th 
December 2015, some 
students from Woodham 
Academy had the 
opportunity to visit Teesside 
University for the day. 
It was organised by the North 
East Raising Aspirations 
group who are working with 
all of the universities in 
the North East of England: 
Teesside, Sunderland, 
Northumbria, Newcastle and 
Durham, to raise awareness 
of opportunities and support 
that university can offer to 
all students.
The students had a choice 
from different workshops 
including art, animation, 
media and textiles and mixed 
with students from other 
schools in the North East .A 
superb lunch was provided in 
the Student Union which was 
enjoyed by all.
The students, and staff, 
thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience, learned new 
skills and made new friends. 
It was a great opportunity 
for the students to visit a 
university and hopefully 
inspire them to work hard, 
maximise their potential 
and go onto university in the 
future.

Raising 
Aspirations
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Aycliffe Self Storage Ltd.
Unit 25 Whinbank Road, Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AY

20’ Self Storage Containers
£24.00 per week

“Your Key, Your Container”

House Contents  •  Small Businesses  •  Car Storage
24/7 CCTV and Guards Patrolling  •  Established 2008

Contact Allan on 07496 423440
email: sangsteralchris@aol.com

Billy Elliot
Sunderland Emprire Theatre
Thursday 7th April 2016, matinee performance
£59.50 includes ticket and coach fare 

Busted
Live at Newcastle Arena
Sunday 15th May 2016
(Bk 216) £64.50, price inc. coach and ticket

Chitty Chitty Bang Bang
The Musical - Newcastle Theatre Royal
Wenesday 8th June 2016
£57.50 includes coach and entry ticket

Barry Manilow 2016
Newcastle Arena
Sunday 12th June 2016
£79.50 includes coach fare and entry ticket

Russell Howard
“Round the World”
Newcastle Metro Radio Arena
Friday 24th March 2017
Ticket and Coach Fare £51.40

“The Perfect Christmas Gift”

Book early to avoid disappointment

TEL: 01325 312705
Office hours: 9.30am to 4pm weekdays
www.jandccoachesltd.co.uk
www.facebook.com/jandccoaches.newtonaycliffe

J&C COACHES
presents

R.A. TAYLOR
Dip CDT RCS(Eng)

Dental Technician

1 Norman Terrace, Chilton DL17 0HF - 01388 721284

While-u-Wait Denture RepairsWhile-u-Wait Denture Repairs
NEW DENTURESNEW DENTURES

• Early Appointments • Fast Turnaround •
• Easy Parking with No Steps •

Open Monday to Friday 9am-4pm
or by special arrangement

enquiries@rataylor-dentures.com

The wet weather had led 
to various postponements 
recently so it was great 
for a few of the Newton 
Aycliffe Juniors teams to be 
guaranteed some game time 
at the Alun Armstrong Sports 
Centre in their Christmas 
tournaments held over the 
27th and 28th December. 
One team also managed to 
play their scheduled league 
fi xture on 3rd January.
The Under 7’s fi elded two 
teams for their tournament. 
Both teams had a series of 
games in the group stages, 
the ‘Blues’ got off to a great 
start with a 6-2 win against 
St Mary’s Aces. Following 
this they were beaten by 
the eventual tournament 
winners, Montague Blues. 
They then won 3-2 against 
St Mary’s Jacks before 
drawing 2-2 with the North 
Yorkshire Academy side 
and fi nishing off with a 
defeat against Kader FC. The 
‘Reds’ were the other under 
7 team involved and had 
a hard time against strong 
opposition initially against 
the other team from the 
North Yorkshire Academy 
and then facing Foundation 
of Light, St Mary’s Kings 
and Spennymoor.  
The Under 8’s enjoyed four 
games and despite drawing 
with St Mary’s Aces they had 
tough tasks assigned when 
playing Middleton Rangers, 
Darlington All Stars and 
the North Yorkshire side. 
Ultimately they were not on 
this occasion able to progress 
beyond the group stage of the 
tournament.
It was the Under 9’s who 
played their scheduled 
league game against Barnard 
Castle, unfortunately it was 
not a good day at the offi ce. 
Five goals were conceded 
and the lack of training over 
the festive period and loss 
of recent games due to the 
weather was apparent in the 
performance.
The Under 10’s had both of 
their teams on show at the 
Alun Armstrong Centre, the 
Russell Foster league side 

Junior Football Report
had nine players to rotate 
around their group games 
in this 5 a side format. They 
started well with a 2-2 draw 
against Barnard Castle and 
a 3-1 win over Spennymoor 
Tigers. Two defeats then 
came up when they played 
Leven and North Yorkshire 
before they fi nished off with 
a 5-1 win against Spraire 
Lads ‘Reds’, Taylor scoring 
all fi ve goals in their fi nal 
game.
The Under 10 TJFA side 
enjoyed more success and 
navigated their group with 
fi ve successive victories. 
First up they came off 2-0 
winners against Spraire 
Lads ‘Yellows’ before three 
unanswered goals led them 
to a win against Barnard 
Castle. Spennymoor Lions 
were the fi rst side to score 
a goal against the Aycliffe 
outfi t but the game ended 2-1 
to the Juniors. Crook Town 
then were defeated 3-0 and 
fi nally Leven ‘Barca’ got a 
late goal but the game ended 
3-1 to Aycliffe.
Progression to the semi-
fi nal was secured and a 
great performance provided 
a 3-0 win against the North 
Yorkshire Academy team. 
The fi nal was a repeat of 
the summer tournament 
fi nale with the Juniors facing 
Leven. It was Leven’s day 
and they won a keenly fought 

game 2-1 so the Aycliffe side 
fi nished the day as runners 
up.
It was a great tournament 
weekend for our teams and 
huge thanks to the hosts 
at Alun Armstrong Sports 
Centre. The TJFA Under 10 
side came close to repeating 
their summer tournament 
victory at the same venue 
and their 17 goals were 
scored by Lucas (5), Charlie 
(4), Zack (4), Jake (2) and 
Jacob (2). Harry and Chloe 
were superb in defence with 
Thomas showing fi ne form 
in goal such that only four 
goals were conceded.
Another fi ne achievement 
for the club at the end of 
2015 was when Jack Slatcher 
won the ‘unsung hero’ 
award following a poll on 
the facebook site Grassroots 
Football. Jack is a highly 
valued volunteer at our club 
who leads the coaching of 
our development section for 
4-7 year olds as well as the 
Under 8’s team alongside 
their manager Abi Steel. 
These commitments are 
combined with playing for 
the Under 23 side, referring 
games, a university course 
and part time work. This 
award is great recognition of 
the effort Jack puts in to his 
roles within the club – well 
done and very well deserved 
Jack.

Report from
the Front Line

This is the fi rst column 
from myself – T/Inspector 
Mark Edwards, for 2016 
and I would like to start by 
wishing everyone a very 
happy new year and hope 
that you all had a festive 
Christmas. As I type this it’s 
the fi rst week of January and 
it’s back to business as usual 
(the mince-pies are already a 
distant memory!).
We’re experiencing some 
pretty horrendous weather 
at the moment with all of 
this rainfall and from a 
Policing perspective we are 
seeing a number of road 
traffi c collisions as a result. 
Please take extra care when 
driving, don’t attempt to 
drive through long stretches 
of fl ood water (especially 
where there are warning 
signs advising against such 
action!), and keep your 
distances from the vehicle 
in front. Wet road surfaces 
do not make for ideal driving 
conditions – and even 
worse for sudden braking 
manoeuvers.
For those who follow the 
Neighbourhood Police 
Team’s Facebook page 
you may have seen a post 
from 30th December 2015 
where the NPT announced a 
forthcoming ‘POP IN PACT’ 
session that will be held in 
the Town Centre on 20th 
January between 2 pm and 
5 pm. Further details will 
be announced closer to the 
time but this session is aimed 
at giving local residents the 
opportunity to ‘pop in’ and 
speak to members of the 

team – possibly in-between 
shopping, about any issues 
they may be having or to 
get some crime prevention 
advice. The forum will take 
place at the former ‘Select’ 
Unit.
Between 4.30pm on Monday 
4th January 2016 and 7.30 
am on Tuesday 5th unknown 
person/s have entered a 
house on Greathead Crescent 
– believed via the rear door, 
and taken a set of vehicle 
keys for a white 5 door 
Hyundai I10 which they have 
then stolen. This is what 
we call a ‘2 in 1’ burglary. 
On Tuesday afternoon the 
same vehicle was located 
by Police on Kings Drive 
in the town with minor 
damage found to it. Newton 
Aycliffe CID are appealing 
for any witnesses or for 
anyone with information to 
come forward to assist with 
the investigation and can 
be contacted via 101, or via 
the Neighbourhood Police 
Team’s Facebook/Twitter 
pages quoting reference 
number DHM-05012016-
0072.
Between 1030 pm on 
Tuesday 5th January 2016 
and 0750 am on Wednesday 
6th a black Peugeot 107 was 
broken into on Oakfi eld 
where the suspect has forced 
entry by smashing the front 
passenger window. A £5 
note was stolen from the 
centre console. You will 
recall perhaps from previous 
columns that I have outlined 
some simple measures 
to help deter opportunist 
criminals from carrying out 
acts of this nature – I will 
again reiterate, do not leave 
items on display in your 
vehicles! If you have any 
information relating to this 
crime, the reference number 
is DHM-06012016-0052.
That’s all for now, until next 
time. Stay safe.
Mark J Edwards
Neighbourhood Inspector

Woodham Golf Club Restaurant is becoming very popular 
for holding local events including fundraising for charities, 
craft sales and specials parties and dinners.
Owners Mandy and John have built up a great reputation for 
high quality food at reasonable prices with excellent service 
from friendly staff.
It is pleasing to note the Mayor’s Civic Ball will be held there 
in February, bringing this prestigious evening back onto the 
town.  Hopefully this will attract more people and help the 
Mayor’s chosen charities.

Woodham Golf Club 
Restaurant Popular

Were you one of the 
millions of viewers who 
tuned in to watch the 
fi nale of Downton Abbey 
on Christmas Day? One 
viewer had more reason 
than most for watching the 
special episode. 
Year 7 Woodham Academy 
student, Sonny Fielding, 
couldn’t wait to see the 
eagerly anticipated period 
drama because he had 
taken part in the fi lming 
set in Beamish.
Keen actor and performer 
Sonny, who attends the 
Pauline Quirke Academy 
of Performing Arts landed 
the role last year and 
couldn’t have been happier. 
He said, ‘I was so shocked 
to be included in the cast. 
It was exhilarating. This is 
defi nitely what I want to do 
in the future.’
The Victorian series 
knocked the Queen’s 
Christmas Broadcast off 
the top of the Christmas 
Day viewing ratings with 

a combined total of 10.5 
million viewers including 
those who watched the 
episode on catch-up. 
After watching himself on 
TV, Sonny added; ‘It was 
really exciting watching 
it. My whole family were 
jumping around when they 
saw me. It is weird seeing 
yourself but I enjoyed it. 
My Mum and Dad are 
really proud of me.’

Local Student in Final 
Downton Episode
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PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

Tel: 01325 312345
30 Year Old Family Run Business

BOILER & FULL SYSTEM BOILER & FULL SYSTEM 
REPLACEMENTSREPLACEMENTS

No Deposit, 12 months Interest Free
or Monthly Payments over longer term

St. Cuthberts House
Block 1, Ground Floor
Durham Way North
Aycliffe Business Park
Co. Durham DL5 6DL

For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338
waterways@talktalk.net

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs    Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes    Power Flushing

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

For all Plumbing needs call MARK 07949 018018

• Full Bathroom Installation Service • Toilets/Water Tanks
• Burst Pipes, Blockages and Leaks • Kitchen Sinks and Taps
Anything at all . . . Give me a call, No Job Too Small

Fast, Friendly and Reliable Service
No job too small - All work sensibly priced
24 hour emergency call out with no call out fee
All Work Fully Guaranteed - Normally Same Day Service

GRANGE PLUMBING SERVICES

ACORNACORN
PLUMBING & HEATING

Central Heating
Boiler Conversions
Bathroom Suites
General Plumbing
No Job Too Small

Tel: 316985 or 320409
Mobile: 07798 860593

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596

Mobile 07931 591381

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs
Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing
Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

Time served tradesman, over 40 years experience

W. HEATHCOTE
PLUMBING & HEATING

Servicing and Repairs

Call Out Service   -   All Work Guranteed
Boiler Installations, up to 10 years warranty on boilers

Heating Systems and Power Flushing
Bathrooms Refurbished, Showers Fitted

All Aspects of Plumbing Work Carried Out

Tel: 01325 307052 or 07595 051717
Website: www.wheathcote.com

All major credit cards now accepted

Fully
Insured

• Boiler Installation Specialist

• Boilers with a 7 or 10 year
warranty

• Central Heating Installations

• Power Flushing

• Gas Cooker Installations

ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING AND HEATING
For a Friendly, Reliable Service

and a Free Estimate Call Liam on

07792 28612207792 286122
01325 492630

PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES

For all boiler
and plumbing
installations,

services
and repairs

Gas Safe Registered
and Time Served

Call Kurt on
07825 829030

www.kgasplumbingandheatingservices.co.uk
info@kgasplumbingandheatingservices.co.uk

DO YOU NEED A 
POP UP BANNER

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR CLUB OR 
ORGANISATION?

Prices from £80.00
Contact: Newton Press

01325 300212

Plumbing

NEWTON NEWS
NEWTON NEWS is published and 
printed by Newton Press, which was first 
established in 1948 and incorporates “The 
Newtonian”. Visit the on-line version at 
www.newtonnews.co.uk
DISCLAIMER Newton News cannot be 
held responsible for advertisers offering 
goods or services. As a general rule we would 
advise anyone NOT to part with any money 
until the order has been completed to your 
full satisfaction. All information is correct, 
to the best of our knowledge, at the time of 
printing. Newton News accepts articles in 
good faith and takes no responsibility for 
errors and/or omissions.

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator

Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate
01325 483 697

or 07745 037 754

Decorating

G. CROSSEN
PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07340 606402
Time Served  -  C&G  -  Established 15 yrs

ABC TILING
Ceramic, Natural Stone and 

Porcelain Wall and Floor Tiles
for Bathrooms, Kitchens,

Conservatories, Porches and 
Wetrooms - Free Estimates

Bathroom Fitting Service

01325 316696
07929 555 326

Website: www.abctiling.co.uk

P & B HOME SERVICESP & B HOME SERVICES
Painting &  DecoratingPainting &  Decorating

TELEPHONE: 01325 308483TELEPHONE: 01325 308483
MOBILE TEL: 07799 166 555MOBILE TEL: 07799 166 555

DRAGON DECORATORS 
All aspects of interior & 
exterior decorating, including 
children’s artwork. Over 20yrs 
experience. No job too small, 
free estimates. Contact Colin 
on  319 371 or 07952 364 426
A&T TILING Wall and floor 
tiling, professional service 
at competitive rates. Free 
estimates. Tony 07858 755 437
C.A. PLASTERERS 
all plastering work, artex 
skimmed, small jobs, free 
estimates, 01388 721 206
TIME SERVED decorator, 
basic tidy ups from £30, full 
rooms from £60, baby nursery 
specialists. Tel 07500 142 351
PAINTER & Decorator, over 
30 years experience, free 
estimates. Tel Steve Pearson 
on 319 862 or 07896 917 880
DAVID HALLIMOND 
plastering, no job too small. 
36 years experience. Tel 01388 
773164 or 07792 733967

R.J. ROOFING
Winter Repairs to

Roofs, Gutters
and Facias

New Tiled Roofs
& Garage Roofs

TELEPHONE:
07976 393673

Roofing

JK ROOFING (Aycliffe)
Aycliffe & Surrounding Areas - From a Tile to a Full Roof

• Felt Roofs • Pointing • Dry Verge, Soffits
• Dry Ridge System • Facias, Guttering
We’ll beat any genuine quote, Free estimates:

Tel: 01325 461 473
Mobile: 07596 801 534

AYCLIFFE.ROOFING
Chimney Stacks - Slating - Ridge Tiles Replaced - Tiling - Flat Roofs

Pointing - UPVC Facias and Soffi ts - Guttering - Leadwork
Storm Damage - Velux Windows - Recommendations Available

For a Free Estimate Contact James Watson
01325 486099 or 07799 426110

www.1stcalljwpsroofi ng.co.uk

BILL LOWERY (Builder). 
Brick laying, plastering, 
joinery etc.  No job too small. 
Tel 01325 311 225

Jeff HorsleyJeff Horsley
25 years experience

Full Build of Extensions
Porches, Garages,

Garden Walls, Patios,
Concreting and Re-Pointing

FREE ESTIMATES
Guaranteed Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01325 313939Tel: 01325 313939
or or 07970 86996707970 869967

Builders

Harrison Brown
Windows and Conservatories

•• Conservatories  Conservatories •• Orangeries  Orangeries ••
•• Sun Rooms  Sun Rooms •• Porch  Porch •• UPVC Doors  UPVC Doors ••
•• Composite Doors  Composite Doors •• French Doors  French Doors ••

•• Patio Doors  Patio Doors ••

We also Supply and InstallWe also Supply and Install
UPVC Internal DoorsUPVC Internal Doors

Tel Office: 01388 777606Tel Office: 01388 777606
Tel Home: 01325 321334Tel Home: 01325 321334
Tel Mobile: 07831 664290Tel Mobile: 07831 664290

For all your print requirements

Newton Press 300212

H&H JOINERY
& PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE
All aspects of Joinery Work,

Kitchen Fitting and
General Maintenance

Playhouses & Summerhouses
10% Discount for OAPs

Tel: 01325 317172
Mobile:  07769 903173

STEVE WHITEHEAD
All aspects of Joinery and Glazing Services Covered
Established 30 years

We will beat any like for like quotation
No Job Too Small
01325 333280 / 07836 355139

Foster Joinery Services
All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

From inside the home: Doors, Hardwood and Laminate 
Flooring, Skirting and Architrave, Staircases and 

revamping what you already have, Loft entrances and 
Loft Ladders.

To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.
Also Plastering Tiling and Bathroom fitting.
No job too small - Can supply all materials

Just ring 07748 967 374 for a FREE quote

C SMILLIE
• Joinery •
• Building •

• Decorating •
Established 1984

Apprenticeship Served

312024  after 6pm

LAMBTON JOINERY 
Kitchen and bedrooms fitted, 
doors, skirting, dado rails, 
laminate floors, general 
joinery. No job too small. Call 
for free estimates. Tel 07858 
755 437

Joinery

NC Plumbing Services
All plumbing requirements undertaken

From a drip to a full bathroom refit
Complete bathroom specialist

Full tiling and wall cladding service
Full power flush service - No job too small

Central heating problems repaired

Neil 07882 233219 or 01325 580224
out of hours call out available

07701 359375
01325 247364

548094

• Boilers Installed, repaired &  serviced
• Full heating systems

• Wall and Floor Tiling • Showers
Bathroom refurbs • Electrics

Email: fastflow_heating@yahoo.co.uk
www.fastflowplumbing.com

PMH ROOFING
contact Peter 0800 3032639
Chimney Stacks - Slating - Ridge Tiles Replaced

Tiling - Flat Roofs - Pointing - Leadwork
UPVC Facias and Soffi ts - Guttering

Storm Damage - Velux Windows

ABC Joinery
• Kitchens • Bedrooms •
• Laminate Flooring •

• Staircases • Doors/Fencing •
All Joinery Work Undertaken

Time Served Tradesman
Quality Work Guaranteed

01325 31668301325 316683
Mobile: 07950 681195Mobile: 07950 681195

Specialists in:-
• Combi Boilers • Sinks and Taps
• Bathrooms • Shower Rooms
• Toilets  • Emergency Call Out

Tel. 01325 714016
Mobile. 07913 975189
E. neil.neec@gmail.com

NEIL (NORTH EAST) LTD
Plumbing, Heating &
Electrical Contractors

“NEWTON NEWS”
Deliverers Wanted
for all areas of the town

To put your name on our ‘Reserve List’

Telephone 01325 300212
“Earn some Pocket Money”

SUIT OVER 13 YEARS OR ACTIVE RETIREES

NAFC in the Durham County Cup - Photo: Jordan Todd

READERS’ PHOTOGRAPHS

HOUSE PLANS, Extensions 
and Alterations Tel: 01325 300 
646 or 07795 965 670

Plans
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found them in the Newton News

CARPET FITTER and vinyl 
fl ooring specialist. Contact 
Richard  on  07946 435 177
CLEANING ANGELS. 
For all your cleaning needs. 
Commercial cleaning available. 
Domestic, end of tenancy, oven 
cleans, after party, ironing 
service available. Competitive 
rates, also available weekends. 
Contact Angela 07518 798 595
CARPETS FITTED and 
refi tted by time served fi tter. 
Call Paul on 07985 350 188 or 
317 928

StainStainKleenKleen
Professional Cleaning Services for Carpets, Rugs, Upholstery
THE LATEST, FASTEST, DRYER, CLEANING MACHINE

Leather Cleaning - Fully Insured

Tel Paul on 01325 493003
Mobile: 07817 573 604 - Web: www.stainkleen.co.uk

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE REPAIRS

ALL MAKES OF WASHERS
TUMBLERS, MICROWAVES
DISHWASHERS
VACUUM CLEANERS
FRIDGE/FREEZERS
COOKERS
* Free Estimates
* No Call Out Charge
* Appliances Plumbed in

Telephone:  321756

Home Services

The Small Works
Tiling, Plastering
Laminate Flooring
Bathroom Installations
Painting, Landscaping
Fencing, Turfing
and more, just call.
No job too small!

Handyman Services
Call Tim on

01325 321405
07734 357789

“One Call Solves Them All”

01388 778556

Phoenix Carpet Cleaners
Bringing new life to your carpets and upholstery
Fully insured & CRB checked
Stain removal
NHS staff discount
Reliable and efficient
Domestic and commercial
A high quality 7 day service
Your local member of the National
Carpet Cleaners Association

www.phoenixcarpetcleaners.co.uk

M 07733 804870
T  01325 281597

JPS Domesti c
Appliance Repairs

07789 127923
01325 320747

All makes of Washing Machines,
Tumble Dryers, Dish Washers,

Electric Cookers, Ovens and Hobs

Handyman Service Available

No Job Too Small

SHILDON LOCKSMITHSSHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTORUPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Door
Repair

Specialist

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs
Mechanism Repair/Replacement
Door Adjustment - Door Furniture
Emergency Door Opening
90% OF PARTS IN STOCK

24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114
07748 044 808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Locksmiths Driving School

Jacks Driving SchoolJacks Driving School
Fully Qualified High Grade Instructors

TRAILER/CARAVAN TRAINING ALSO AVAILABLE
Helping you to relax, enjoy and build confidence

Excellent first time pass rate - Block booking offers

Jack: 07949 195 184
Mally: 07840 978 984
Dave: 07708 549 788

Special offer: First 5 hours £90 - www.jacksdrivingschool.co.uk

VALLEY
WROUGHT IRON

High Quality Gates, Wall
Railings & Garden Fences

Free Estimates and Advice
Experienced Tradesmen

Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Contact Stephen on
07976 554046 anytime

E: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www. valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Iron / Steel
PESTGUARDPESTGUARDPESTGUARD
FOR ALL PEST CONTROL NEEDS

30 YEARS SERVICE
FULLY QUALIFIED - INSURED

TEL: 01325 301 063
07790 732089

Pest Control
D. OLIVER Pest control, 
domestic or contract. No job 
too small. Tel 07977 742801 
or 01325 491467 or 07756 
825637

Including Property Maintenance
• Fuse Board Upgrades •

• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •

• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •
• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on 

01325 313282
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)

Check out our website for monthly
deals: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

Electrical

Additional Sockets, Lights,
Fault Finding, Earthing Upgrades

Tel: 07539 665322
07471 737629

MILEX
Electrical

PHASE ELECTRICS
Domestic & Commercial

• Full/Part Rewires • Extra Sockets • Lighting
• Periodic Inspections • Landlord Certificates
• Fault Finding • New Cooker/Shower Installations
• Fuse Board Upgrades • Inspection & Testing
• 24 hr Call Out - 100% Customer Satisfaction
• All Work Part P Certified and Guaranteed
• No Job Too Big or Too Small

Call Steve: 01325 300195
or 07873 416943
“Big Enough to Cope, Small Enough to Care”

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES

• Carpet and 
upholstery cleaning
• Leather cleaning 

and repair
• Pressure washing

• Gutter cleaning 
and repair

• End of tenancy cleans
• Domestic and  

Commercial 
cleaning staff

• Janitorial supplies
• Fully insured

01325 327 087
or 07895 697 115

Gardening

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work

Patios, blockpaving specialist
HedgesFencing, Decking & 

Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432

Mobile: 07765 374 905

ANDREWSANDREWS
Landscaping and Gardening Services

Fencing, Patios,
Turfing, Walling, 

Ironwork, Decking,
Grass Cutting,
Maintenance,

Gravelling etc.
All work guaranteed

07817 54367707817 543677
andrews_d_landscaping@hotmail.com

LANDSCAPE & BLOCKPAVING 
SPECIALISTS

GARY O’CONNORGARY O’CONNOR
•  Driveways  •  Patios  •  Paving

•  Walling  •  Fencing  •  More
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE WITH VERY 

COMPETITIVE RATES CALL GARY ON

01325 320 26701325 320 267
07866 561 34007866 561 340

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Block Paving - Patios

Turfing - Gravelling - Fencing
Tree & Hedges - Roofing

Drainage - Brickwork
Garden Clearances

Lift & Relay Driveways
Power Washing

Mini Digger Hire + more
Free Estimates - Great Rates

07984 817 111
www.landscaper-northeast.co.uk

25 YEAR

DDJJ GARDENING
SERVICES

Fencing
Tree Surgery

Cuts and Trims

Call for a quote
07854 684712

DLRP
FENCING & GARDEN

SPECIALIST

MARTIN SHIRES garden 
Landscaping Services Block 
Paving Specialists. Fencing, 
Decking, Patios, Walls, 
Turfi ng, Hedges. Quality 
guaranteed work. Tel 321 891
ALPINE LANDSCAPES. 
Patios, Driveways, Fencing, 
Decking, Gravel, Turfi ng, 
Walls. All work guaranteed. 
20 years experience, est 10 
years, professional advice. 
www.alpinelandscapes.co.uk 
- contact Alan on 01325 788 
116 or 07974 710 351
SHRUBS & Hedges cut from 
£15, Overgrown gardens cut 
back & tamed. For further 
details call us on 01325 
318 269 or visit: www.
espropertyservices.co.uk
CROSSLAND FENCING 
& TREE SERVICES. Tree 
Surgery, Stump Grinding, 
Hedge Cutting, Fencing. 
Fully Insured & Qualified. 
Free Estimates. 01325 
377755

Aerial Installations

BEAUMONT
LAWN CARE

• Grass Cutting • Hedge Cutting •
• Tree Pruning • Planting Schemes
• Garden Clearance • Turfing / Seeding
• Lawn Treatment  Winter Salt Sales

Tel: 01325 301379
Beaumont House, Groat Drive, Aycliffe Business Park

•
•

• •
•
•

•

PROPERTY REPAIRS
& MAINTAINANCE

visit our website
www.espropertyservices.co.uk

or telephone

01325 318269

WOODHAM
REMOVALS
01325 313352
07547 433801

Removals

CD Van Man
Services

Full Loads/Part Loads
Any Item - Anywhere
Anytime - from £10

Telephone:
07754 261443

ACORN REMOVALS Full 
house, part load or single items, 
local and national, Storage 
available. Tel: 300 557 or 
07779 890 006 www.acorn-
removals.com
“U” STORE Aycliffe Business 
Park. Domestic and Industrial 
storage. Open 6 days a week. 
Large and small containers. Tel 
01325 317 716, 07850 646 355
DAVID’S REMOVALS Single 
items, part loads, full houses  
and house clearances etc. Fully 
insured, good rates. David on 
07984 817 111
MOVING A THING? Call Phil 
from £13ph. 321084 or 07596 179 
859

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCE
REPAIRS
ALL MODELS REPAIRED

including Washers, 
Tumble Driers, 

Dishwashers & Fridges
QUALIFIED ENGINEER

34 years experience

Contact Richard

 07850 673 466

 
39-41 Church St, Shildon 

01388 417117 01388 417117 

Vacuum & Appliance Store 

www.aaaspares.com 

NEW APPLIANCES 
& VACUUM CLEANERS 

SPARE PARTS 
CONSUMABLES 

Huge Range Available 
at Low Prices! 

Suites and Chairs
New Foams & Springs
Large Pattern Range

Free Estimates & Advice

TEL: 01740 655908
After hours 01325 313584

RE-UPHOLSTERY

NEWAVE FURNITURE

NEIL (NORTH EAST) LTD
Plumbing, Heating & Electrical Contractors
Specialists in:
• Safety Inspections
• Fuse Box Installation/Repairs
• Electric Showers • Electric Cookers
• Emergency Call Outs
• Special Rates for OAPs

Contact Neil on

07913 975189
or 01325 714016   -   www.neilelectrical.co.uk
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CLASSIC WEDDING CARS 
offer a superb collection of 
cars for your special day 
inc lud ing  Rol l s -Royces , 
Bentleys, Jaguars, Beaufords, 
Daimler Limousines and VW 
Campervans. View our cars at 
our Aycliffe showroom. www.
classic-wedding-cars.co.uk 
01325 789 291 (Aycliffe) mob 
07721 771 113.

Weddings

Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Opticians

Hairdressing

REPAIR SERVICE
Telephone:

01388 778 556
Reconditioned from £60

New from £100

HAIR DESIGN Freelance 
Hairdreser. Over 25 years 
experience. OAP reduced rates. 
Call Lynn on 07904 219 997

Chiropody

CHIROPODYCHIROPODY
Mr P. Oliver

BSc (Hons)  -  M.Ch.S
for a Home Visit call

01325 32012601325 320126

BVA Foundation
FREE
Confidential
Post Abortion
Counselling 
available

Telephone:
01642 616077

SAMARITANS - 13 Woodland 
Road, Darlington. We are 
here for you 24 hours a day. 
Telephone 08457 90 90 90

Personal

INASPIN ROADSHOW 
Discos for all  occasions. 
Weddings, birthdays, etc. a 
speciality. State of the Art Light 
Show. Tel 01325 310 646 or 
07952 244 404
P R O F.  N I N C O M P O O P 
Children’s entertainer making 
bi r thday par t ies  specia l . 
Balloons, magic and tomfoolery, 
midweek discounts. Tel Gary on 
310 646 or 07952 244 404. 
Websi te:  www.professor-
nincompoop.com - FB Prof 
Nincompoop
THE BALDY DJ Karaoke/
Di sco  fo r  a l l  occas ion , 
weddings, birthdays etc. Over 
35000 karaoke songs. Music 
from 1930s to present day. Tel 
01325 321651 or 07525 479 536
H A R RY P O T T Y  F a c e 
painting, balloons, mid week 
discounts. Tel 07756 034 255 
or 01325 316 008

Entertainment

Computerseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss

Aycliffe 
COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification

PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades  -  Data Recovery

Windows 10 Installation
Broadband Installation

Networking  -  Anti Virus

Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

~ NO CALL OUT CHARGE ~

Contact Rob
01325 310737
07841 867170

aycliffecomputers@googlemail.com

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED 
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER 

BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

Free

PALLETS FREE - collect 
from Newton Press at the Blue 
Bridge Centre (goods inward)

Pets

Providing Safe and
Loving Day Care for your Dog

K9 PURSUITS
Ltd.

Tel: 01325 301177           Email: k9pursuitsltd@hotmail.co.uk

New Dog/Puppy Training Course starting soon
Reward based Training with Qualified Instructors

WE ALSO OFFER
Doggy Day Care  -  Dog Walking  -  Home Boarding  -  Canine Workshops

Free Puppy Sessions  -  Kennel Club Training Scheme
Dog Grooming  -  1:1 Training Sessions

Why not call in to see us?   -   Check us out on Facebook

ENJOY LEARNING Guitar, 
Bass or Drums at home. 
Tel Roger 01325 321 444  - 
Friendly, Experienced, Local.

Tuition

GUITAR 
LESSONS

Acoustic and Classical

Beginners to Advanced

Learn to play fast!

Call Chris 
on 
07771 231 727
morethancovers.info

Wanted
CASH FOR FURNITURE 
Cookers, Fridges, Freezers, 
Houses cleared for cash. Tel 
07754 261 443

EYE DREAM Photography 
for weddings, portrait and 
event photography. Telephone: 
07595 023 823 or  email 
paul@eyedreamphotography.
c o . u k  o r  v i s i t  w w w .
eyedreamphotography.co.uk
KEITH BAILEY Experienced 
photographer with BA (Hons), 
available for weddings. Your 
every need catered for with 
personal attention. Tel 07719 
592 302 for a quote.

Photography

Properties Reduced
3 Bed Brocket Close

£450pcm
3 Bed Grassholme Place

£460pcm
£300 admin fee + one month 

rent in advance apply.
Housing benefit welcome.

Telephone
07540 640 591

ALL LANDLORDS
We need 2, 3, 4 bedroom houses and apartments 

in Newton Aycliffe and surrounding areas 
for our clients on our waiting list.

For further information call

PROPERTY EXCHANGE  ESTATE AGENTS
01325 778 775

ARLA registered agent

Accommodation

3 BEDROOM Property  
available to rent in Mackenzie 
Place, Newton Aycliffe. The 
property is spacious, has 3 
bedrooms and a garden. If 
you are interested then please 
contact Lucy on 07826 925 
652 for further details. (Please 
note we do not accept DSS)
DOUBLE ROOM to let 
in shared house on a quiet 
private estate. Ample parking, 
professionals only, £90 per 
week including all bills. Tel 
07703 069 290
3 BEDROOM property  
available to rent in Morrison 
Close, Newton Aycliffe. The 
property is spacious has 3 
bedrooms and a garden. If 
you are interested then please 
contact Lucy on 07826 925 
652 for further details. (Please 
note we do not accept DSS)
3 BEDROOM Property  
available to rent in Eskdale, 
Newton Aycliffe. A spacious  
property with 3 bedrooms and 
a garden. If you are interested 
then please contact Lucy on 
07826 925 652 for further 
details. (Please note we do not 
accept DSS)
2 BEDROOM house to let in 
Moore Lane area. Enclosed 
garden. Tel 07519 376870
3 BEDROOM unfurnished 
house in St Barbara’s Walk, 
£525. Recently refurbished 
with conservatory. Please call 
Neil 07770 965148
2 BEDROOM house to let 
in Kenny Walk with enclosed 
garden. Tel 07519 376870
3 BEDROOM house, Ida 
Place. Bond required. £110 per 
week. Tel 07870 690305

Autos

Stigs Motor Factors
Unit 4 Whitworth Avenue

Oils, Wipers, Filters, Brakes, Clutches,
Suspension, Additives, Car Care, Bulbs,
Batteries, Anti Freeze, Bearings + more

Wiperblade, Bulb + 
Battery fi tting available

OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK

TEL: 01325 316 566

DONATIONS needed of Bric-
a-Brac and other good condition 
items for Newton Aycliffe good 
causes. Ring Honest John 316 
630
RSPCA North Tees & District 
cats and kittens for adoption, 
fee applies to cover 1st and 2nd 
vaccination, also neutering and 
ID chip. Please Tel 311 215

Public Notice

Sits Vacant

BARBER REQUIRED to 
join Emre in his busy shop at 
the Blue Bridge Centre. Must 
be able to shave and have a 
wide range of cutting skills. 
This is a great opportunity for 
someone who likes to work in 
a warm, friendly environment. 
Please contact Emre on 07738 
066 723
EXPERIENCED Window 
cleaner required, immediate 
start with good wages for the 
right applicant! Must be able to 
clean properly and use ladders. 
No time wasters please. Ring 
David on 07866 205071

2 BED MID-TERRACED 
house. Two double sized 
bedrooms, recently fitted 
kitchen, GCH, double glazed 
and carpeted throughout. Front 
and rear gardens. Ideal location 
for local amenities. Offers over 
£64,995. Tel 07531 270 121

Property Sales

TO RENT
2 and 3 bedroom 

properties to let in 
Newton Aycliffe.

Ready now!

Telephone
01325 351212

*** WINTER SALE ***
Holiday Homes from £5,995

Pet Friendly - 12 Month Season

Ring 07540 123987

Caravans

Properties To Let
Finchale Road

3 Bedroom Property
Rent £500, Bond £500

Admin £100

Hind Court, Woodham
2 Bedroom Semi

Rent £450, Bond £450
Admin £100

Telephone
07814 022 301

KAY CATMULL thanks 
Susan & Paul Cook and all 
our girls for my “Surprise 60th 
Party”, all who attended and all 
the gifts and cards. Mam Delia 
Stout for being Mam. I had the 
Best night ever and I love you 
all xxxxxx

Thank You

3 Bed Family Home
* Brand new renovation

* DG, GCH, Combi
* New large Kitchen

* Utility Room
* New Bathroom

* Good size 3rd Bedroom
* Front & Rear Gardens

Lightfoot Road
(2 mins from Town centre)

£525 P.C.M.

Chris 07969 547744

Lost & Found

PLEASE NOTE if you find 
something, Newton News will 
print the notice free of charge.

Lost Dog

Missing 5th January 2016
Small ginger terrier cross 
breed dog called Poppy. 
She is a much loved family 
member who disappeared 
from her afternoon walk 
on Aycliffe Business Park. 
She is three years old, wire 
haired and micro chipped, 
she was wearing a black 
harness. Substantial reward 
offered for safe return.

Tel 07813 442340
or 07989 659580

Councillors are to be asked 
to launch a consultation 
seeking parents’ and 
children’s views on the 
future of Durham County 
Council’s youth service.

Across the county the 
council funds a range 
of activities, groups and 
youth centres - but where 
that support goes has 
been based on historic 
agreements and not where 
it could have the most 
benefi t. 
Now, following a review 
of the service, proposals 
are being put forward 
that would see money and 
resources targeted towards 
helping more young people 
at risk of poor outcomes 
who need extra help.
Overall it is hoped they 
would lead to improved 
school attendance 
and grades, and fewer 
exclusions; fewer young 
people not in education, 
employment, or training 
(NEET); fewer referrals 
to children’s services; and 
fewer teenage pregnancies.

The council’s Cabinet 
will discuss the proposals 
when they meet next week, 
on Wednesday 13 January, 
at 10am.
Carole Payne, Durham 
County Council’s head of 
children’s services, said: 
“Across County Durham 
there are nearly 18,000 
children living in areas 
that are among the most 
deprived in the country.
“Yet currently, despite 
prioritising and protecting 
youth services for as long 
as possible, the service 
is in regular contact with 
only 7 per cent of all young 
people and 9 per cent of 
those in the most deprived 
areas.
“Other authorities in the 
North East have cut their 
budgets for youth services, 
in some cases by over 70 
per cent, while Durham 
has reduced its funding by 
less than one fi fth.
“However, with continued 
budget pressures we face 
some diffi cult decisions 
and it is important that 
we ensure every penny 
we spend has the greatest 
benefi t.
“With this in mind a 
review of youth services 
has been carried out and 
a series of proposals 
have been drafted that 
would see a new approach 
introduced to identify and 
help the young people and 
families who would gain 
the most from our support.
“No decisions have yet 
been made. The results 
of the review will be 
presented to the council’s 
cabinet on January 13 
and, subject to approval, 
the recommendations it 
contains would be put out 
for a full 12 week public 
consultation beginning in 
February.”
In County Durham there 
are 17,987 13 to 19-year-
olds living in households 
in areas that are among 
the top 30 per cent most 
deprived in the country.
There are also 7,670 
children from homes 
whose income is at least 60 
per cent below the national 
average.
Only 9 per cent of young 
people from the least well 
off areas have regular 
contact with the council’s 
youth service.
It is believed that – despite 
the council having to 
fi nd £1m of savings from 
its £8.67m One Point 
budget – the service can 
have a bigger impact by 
redistributing funding 
across the service’s 10 
areas, and targeting 
services to young people 
who need them most. 
The consultation is also 
looking at the funding 
given to more than 50 
youth projects through 
the Youth Work Support 
Grant.
Currently groups receive 
grants ranging from £430 
to £27,768, but again this 
is based on what each 
organisation historically 
received and not on where 
needs are greatest. 
In 2015/16 the budget for 
the Youth Work Support 

Council to Consult on Review of Youth Services
Grant is £194,684, but 
after meeting savings 
targets that will be reduced 
to £138,000. It is proposed 
to reassess where grants 
are made, and to transfer 
control of this funding to 
the council’s Area Action 
Partnerships, which are 
better placed to identify 
local priorities.
As well as this, discussions 
are already underway 
over the possibility of 
transferring youth centres 
in Fishburn, Newton 
Aycliffe, Peterlee, Seaham, 
Spennymoor and Stanley 
to community ownership 
through the Durham ASK 
programme.
No decisions have yet 
been made, and subject 
to agreement, a public 
consultation on the plans 
would run from 1 February 
to 27 April 2016. 

Following feedback from 
that consultation, fi nal 
proposals could then be 
developed and presented 
to cabinet in autumn 2016.
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CongratulationsIn Memoriam

SEASONAL 
GREETINGS

to all our many friends,
old and new.

From Godfrey and
Shirley Bennett

Hannah Pearson

Happy 21st Birthday
29th December 2015
May all your wishes

come true. Love from
Mam, Dad and Joshua xxx

Happy and Prosperous
New Year to all the

residents of Aycliffe Village and
Neville Ward of Newton Aycliffe

Councillor Bill Blenkinsopp

Christmas Wishes

Obituary

HARNESS, John Richard of Woodham, passed away peacefully 
in hospital on December 25th, aged 82 years. Beloved Husband 
of Margaret; much loved Dad of Elizabeth, Richard and Jane; 
loving Grandad and Great Grandad. Would family and friends 
please meet for a Service at Durham Crematorium on Tuesday, 
12th January at 1:00pm
NORA HUNT of Newton Aycliffe passed away peacefully at 
home with family present on 21st December, aged 85 years. 
Dearly beloved Wife of the late Peter; dearly loved Mam to 
Peter, Denise, Paul, Cathleen and Ann; also a treasured Nanna 
Nora, Great Nanna and Great Great Nanna. Nora will be fondly 
remembered and sadly missed by all family and friends. Funeral 
Service to take place at St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Newton 
Aycliffe on Monday 11th January at 11.45am. Followed by Burial 
at Stephenson Way Cemetery.
ARNOLD DAWSON, (Alan) of Newton Aycliffe, died suddenly 
at home on 29th December, aged 73 years. Deeply loved Husband 
of Ruth; Father; beloved Step-Father, Grandpa, Brother, Brother-
in-Law, Uncle and friend to many. Funeral will take place at St. 
Michael’s Church, Heighington at 1.00pm on Thursday 14th 
January followed by cremation at Wear Valley Crematorium. Will 
friends please accept this, the only intimation. 
SANDRA LOGAN 11th March 1946 to 24th December 2015. 
Passed away peacefully at home. Beloved Wife of Peter; loving 
Mother to Owen and Julie; devoted Nana to Gabrielle and 
Sallyann. Funeral at Wear Valley Crematorium on 13th January 
2016 at 11.00am, the afterwards at Newton Aycliffe Sports Club
ISOBEL NEWTON Passed away peacefully on 23rd December 
in her 90th year. Much loved Mam, Nana and Great Grandma. 
Will be sadly missed.
PRISCILLA HOLEHOUSE (Cilla). Sadly passed away on 
28th December 2015. Loving Wife of Philip; Mother to Amanda, 
Angela, Philip and Marc; guardian to Bailey; Sister to Michael 
and Gillian. You will always be in our thoughts. Service to be held 
at St Patrick’s Church. Kimberley Road, Nuthall, Nottingham 
NG16 1BT on 13th January 2016 at 11.15am
ERNIE KELLY of Newton Aycliffe. Died suddenly at home 
on 3rd January, aged 55 years. A much loved Husband, Father, 
Brother, Uncle and Grandad. Funeral Thursday 14th January at 
12.45pm

ALAN PARKER 3rd January 
2012. Thoughts of a special 
Dad and Grandad. Love, Kay, 
Mike, Michael, Sean and Zoe 
xxx
LOL GREEN (Laurence). 
Died 11th January 2003. Loved 
and remembered always. From 
Sue xxx
SAMANTHA MADDISON 
12th January 1994. No special 
day is needed for us to think of 
you, for you are always with 
us in everything we do. Your 
smile is in the sunshine, your 
laughter in the breeze. Your 
love is all around us, it’s in 
the air we breathe. Behind our 
smile there lies a tear, for the 
Daughter we lost and loved so 
dear. We hold you close within 
our hearts, and there you 
will remain, to walk with us 
throughout our lives, until we 
meet again. We love and miss 
you, Mam, Dad and family
DAVID BARKLEY 5th 
January 2011. I lost you so 
suddenly, no time to say 
goodbye. I wish that I could 
see you, for just a little while. 
But wishes get me nowhere, 
and longing is in vain. So I will 
hold you in my heart, until we 
meet again. I love and miss you 
David. All my love, Pauline 
xxx
DAVID BARKLEY 5th 
January 2011. No special day 
is needed for us to think of 
you. You are always with us, in 
everything we do. Your loving 
Children and Grandchildren 
xxxx

Taryn Louise 
Edgson

Happy 18th Birthday
Princess

7th January 2016
Love always,

Mick and Mam xxxxxxx

Look who’s 18!

Taryn Louise Edgson
Happy 18th Birthday

Big Sis.
Love from

Kyla and the boys xxxxx

Christie Monk

Happy 16th Birthday
Lots and lots of love from 

Mum, Dad and all the 
family xxxxxxxx

Shane
Smith

10th January 2015.

They say that time’s a 
healer, but as the time goes 
on, we seem to find it just 
as hard to face the fact 
you’ve gone.
Today it’s the anniversary 
of the day you went away, 
and we are standing here at 
your graveside and believe 
us when we say, “you will 
never be forgotten and 
every year we will shed a 
tear, but it’s only because 
we love you and wish you 
were still here”.
Never forgotten - R.I.P.
Stephen, Ryan, Michelle, 
Sheniece, Reece and 
Buster xxxxxxxx

Shane
Smith

In loving memory of our 
precious Son, died 10th 
January 2015.

One year has passed since 
we had to part, we love 
you Son with all our hearts. 
Not a day goes by we don’t 
think about you and miss 
you so much.

You were taken from us 
far too soon. Till we meet 
again.

Love you always,
Mam and Dad xx

Birthday 
Remembrance

GRACE HEDLEY 12th 
January. Happy birthday Mam. 
Love and miss you today and 
every day. Anne, Grace, Keith, 
John and Ruth xxxxxx
NOAH HARRY WHARTON 
PEART Happy birthday little 
man. All our love and kisses 
from Nana and Grandad
NOAH HARRY WHARTON 
PEART 12-1-2007. Not a day 
goes by without a thought 
of you, our beautiful baby 
boy. We love and miss you so 
much. Forever yours, Mammy 
and Daddy and little Sisters 
Morgan and Annabelle xxxx
NOAH HARRY WHARTON 
PEART 12-1-2007. A very 
special Grandson. Loved and 
remembered every day. Love, 
Grandma xxxx
DORIS ICETON 11th January 
1919. Sending you all my love 
Mam on your 87th birthday. 
Sharon xxx - Thinking of you 
Nana on your birthday. All my 
love, Stephen xxxxx
ANN McLUCKIE Dear Ann, 
13th January. The gates of 
Heaven opened, the angels 
lined up side by side. A special 
guest is on her way, the day 
they took our Ann away. Much 
loved by Mam, Tony and 
family

Acknowledgement

SYLVIA PEDELTY of Biscop 
Crescent, passed away on 20th 
December 2015. The family of 
the late Sylvia wish to thank 
all relatives, neighbours and 
friends for the flowers, cards 
and kidness given on the loss 
of a very dear Wife, Mother 
and friend to many over the 
years. Thanks to Revd. Chris 
Pearson, David Scott and staff 
at the Co-op FuneralCare at 
this sad time.

ROUTLEDGE 13th January 
2016. Happy 18th birthday J. 
Love P xxxx

Doreen Mathison

6th January 2015
We thought of you with 
love today, but that is 
nothing new.
We thought about you 
yesterday and days before 
that too.
We think of you in silence, 
we often speak your name.
All we have are memories 
and your pricture in a frame.
Your memory is our 
keepsake, with which we’ll 
never part.
God has you in his keeping, 
we have you in our hearts.
Treasured memories of a 
precious Wife, Mam and 
Grandma.
God bless till we meet 
again.

Macy Alice Cane

Happy Birthday
11th January 2003
A teenager at last!

Love from Nanna, Grandad, 
Mum, Dad, Josh, Lewis, 
Rebecca.
A special happy birthday to 
Macy from Emelia xxxxxxx

&&
FIND A
DOGa home
Dog of the Month
“ROXY”

Roxy is a 7 years old Staffordshire Bull Terrier Crossbreed 
who sadly through no fault of her own has been brought 
back to the Darlington Rehoming Centre. Roxy originally 
arrived at the centre seven Christmas’ ago as an unwanted 
puppy.
Roxy spent her Christmas at the centre last year and all the 
staff gave her lots of cuddles and presents that our kind 
supporters had donated over the Christmas period. 
Roxy’s carers hope that she finds a home after the festive 
season as she loves being around people and prefers her 
home comforts. Roxy would be suitable to live with a 
family with children over 8 years old and may be suitable 
to live with a compatible dog. 
Can you make 2016 pawfect for Roxy?
If so, please visit Dogs Trust Darlington at Hill House 
Farm, Sadberge, DL2 1SL. The centre is open Thursday-
Tuesday 12pm-4pm and closed on Wednesdays.
To find out more, please call 01325 333114 and speak to 
one of Roxy’s carers.

Aycliffe fi rm Stiller 
Warehousing & Distribution 
is marking the end of a strong 
fi nancial year, with turnover 
up 23% to £13m with the 
family fi rm investing 
£125,000 in fi ve  new trailers.
Stillers provide cost-
effective warehousing and 
distribution services to 
businesses in our region as 
well as commercial property 
lettings. It’s also a member 
and major shareholder in 
Palletline, a national network 
of 70 companies.
Stiller’s turnover by the 
end of its fi nancial year 
in December is up from 
£10m in 2014. It comes 
after the company has made 
signifi cant investments in 
facilities, equipment and 
people in recent years.
The workforce has grown 
from 100 in 2012 to 140 
today. Earlier this year, the 
fi rm spent £1.1m on a new 
40,000 sq ft, 5,000-pallet 
warehouse, increasing by 
nearly 50% its capacity to 
200,000 sq ft.
A year ago, Stiller invested 
in a fl eet of 12 new vehicles, 
including two 12-tonne 
vehicles, two urban trailers 
and four long double-deck 
trailers.  This latest £125,000 
spend takes the company’s 
overall investment in the 
last two years to more than 
£5.7m.

Stiller Warehousing and Distribution commercial manager 
Matthew Stiller (left) with site and fl eet manager Herbie 

Blaser next to one of the fi rm’s fi ve new trailers. 
Photo: Chris Booth.

Stiller Marks £13m Turnover 
with further £125k Investment

Commercial Manager 
Matthew Stiller said: “We 
have had a good strong 
fi nancial result with turnover 
increasing and profi tability 
to back it up. We’ve been 
putting a lot of money back 
into the company over the 
last four years, and that 
investment is coming good.
“I believe customers take 
comfort knowing their 
supplier is performing 
well and investing back 
into facilities, vehicles and 
equipment.”
Stiller’s fi ve new trailers 
are made by Tiger Trailers, 
based in Cheshire. They’re 
13.6-metre, straight-frame 
trailers built to a German 
standard. 
Matthew added: “They’re an 

industry workhorseand the 
specifi cation also requires a 
much stronger than ordinary 
body and curtain side of 
the trailer. Should they be 
involved in an accident, they 
will restrain goods meaning 
road users will be safer.
“We feel it’s important to 
continually invest in the best 
equipment as we’re already 
seeing a return on previous 
outlays keeping us at the 
forefront of the distribution 
market.”
Stiller’s store goods for 
companies all over the UK as 
well as local fi rms Gestamp 
Tallent and 3M. Its overnight 
Palletline operation handles 
more than 1,600 pallets every 
day, carrying goods ranging 
from food stuffs and packing 
to cookware, building 
cladding and shopping 
trollies.
But Stiller has also been 
boosted with extra business 
from Royal Mail this month 
in the build-up to Christmas.
Matthew added: “The Royal 
Mail has their own fl eet of 
vehicles but they bring in 
external companies to deal 
with the Christmas rush.
“We’ve had a few of our 
vehicles out on the road 
moving Christmas cards for 
the Royal Mail, which is on 
top of all of the other work we 
already have on our books, 
so it’s been a good way for 
us to round off what’s been 
an excellent year for the 
company.”

For Sale
“ALL SORTS” Charity Shop at the side of St. Clare’s Church, 
normally open on Tuesdays, Thursday and Saturdays, 10am to 1pm. 
Will be closed for Festive holidays from and including Tuesday 
22nd December, reopen on Tuesday 12th January. Thank you to 
all my supporters who have made it possible for me to donate over 
£2500 to many different needs.
ZANUSSI spin dryer, VGC, £50; Dog coat by Eisbar, size 50cm, 
red/black, excellent condition, £15. Tel 01325 301158
WHEELCHAIR good, clean condition. £50. Delivery possible. 
Tel 07956 089630
BRAND NEW double divan with quilted Damask mattress, can 
arrange delivery, £120. Tel 07789 113 343
SEREN powerchair, cost £2000 new, only nine months old, £750 
ono. Tel 01325 318449
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www.safelineexecutive.co.uk
Executive & Wedding Cars

01325 247089

TAXI
RANK

W
Open 24 Hours

ILLIAMS TAXIS

01325 308899
24 HOUR

TAXIS
300222

SafeLine Taxis

OPEN 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK
Website: www.safelinetaxis.co.uk

AIRPORT TRANSFER SPECIALISTS

312 512

P&P WINDOW 
REPAIRS

Double Glazing Window 
and Door Specialists

Over 20 years experience
fi tting and repairing 

Doors, Windows, Double 
Glazing, Locks,

Hinges and Handles
We also Supply and Fit

Composite Doors

Contact Paul
01325

319846
07852 109818

Free Delivery on Orders over £10
10% Off Collections

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

Bengal..Lounge

Banquet Special
SUNDAY & WEDNESDAY ONLY

ONLY £9.95

DINE IN

BANQUET SPECIAL
ONLY £9.95

Available Wednesday & Thursday
• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad

• Any Appetiser   • Any Main Course
• Any Rice or Nan

(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions applyTA
KE

 A
W

AY

STAR CABS 
The Cab Company You Can Rely On The Cab Company You Can Reely On

******************************************************************************* 

******************************************************************************* 

Ask in store for details.

bosch-home.co.uk

Promotion dates: 17.12.15 – 03.02.16. Offer applies to selected models only, chosen by the retailer.

Great deals on a range of built-in 
and freestanding appliances.

BARGAIN BUYS
Shafto Way, Newton Aycliffe 01325 321678

www.bargainbuysretail.co.uk

Conditions were good for the 
latest race in the Stockton 
Winter Trail series over 5K, 
which was held at Preston 
Park.
Aycliffe veterans once again 
did exceptionally well with 
many achieving fi rst place 
in their age categories. 
However, Mark Wade was 
fi rst home for the club in 2nd 
position in the excellent time 
of 18:50, followed by Peter 
Milburn, 11th in 20:40, 1st 
M/55 and Graham Atkins, 
19th in 21:35. Next to cross 
the line was Matt Heron, 
28th in 21:57, followed by 
Steve Smith, 33rd in 22:12 
and Michelle Scott who was 
fi rst female fi nisher for the 
club, 36th in 22:23. John 
Burnside was next fi nisher, 
46th in 22:50 and 1st M/60, 
followed by Alan Wilks, 
58th in 23:30, 1st M/65 and 
Michelle Zamir, 59th in 
23:32. Michelle Jane was 
next over the line, 62nd in 

23:38, followed by Dave 
Blewitt, 75th in 24:11 and 
Trevor Needham, 76th in 
24:14. Peter Smith was next 
to cross the line, 79th in 
24:23, followed by Sandra 
Collins, 89th in 25:06, 1st 
F/50 and Susan Milburn, 
107th in 25:51 and 1st F/55. 
Finally Dave Mackenzie 
fi nished 189th in 31:45.
Only one of our members 
took part in the 8 mile 
Poultry Run at Loftus. This 
is a Christmas themed race 
with generous prizes of 
poultry and festive hampers.
Out of over 450 runners 
Clare Rose fi nished 221st 
in the time of 70:13. In the 
Saltwell Park 10K Trish Kay 
fi nished 258th out of over 
400 runners in the time of 
53mins.
Circuit training sessions 
are held Tuesdays 6pm 
to 7pm; Non-members 
welcome. For details, visit 
ayclifferunningclub.org.uk

Running Club News

Newton Aycliffe Rugby Club 
wish everyone a Happy New 
Year for 2016. Now that the 
festive holidays are over  the 
season restarts this Saturday 
at home to Jarrovians kick off 
2:15pm Although Aycliffe 
are sitting comfortably at the 
top of the division there will 
be no complacency setting in 
for the 2nd half of the season. 
Aycliffe will hope to 
continue the run of success 
they have done so far. With a 
100% win record to protect. 
They welcome new friends 
and supporters to come 
down and watch the home 
matches at Moore Lane. 
There is no charge for 
watching and supporters can 
use the facilities of Newton 
Aycliffe Sports club. There 
are welcoming bars and toilet 
facilities for all supporters, 
friends and family. As well 
as live sports shown on 
several TV’s in the club.
Anybody fancy joining the 
club as a player, there is 
always room, as there is a 2nd 
team up and running who 

have also had a succesfull 
season winning 6 from 10 
matches so far. Any new 
players will be made most 
welcome. Please contact 
head coach Pete Ryans via 
mobile 07796 172599 for 
details.

100% Record to Protect

Scott Carpenter 27 of 
Sedgefi eld Water Polo Club 
based at Newton Aycliffe 
Leisure Centre, who started 
playing the game at 5 years 
old, has achieved much in 
his Water Polo career, totally 
transcending the amateur 
game in this country. 
For the past 4 years he has 
been a professional player in 
Australia with the Victoria 
Tigers in Melbourne and 
has rave reviews for his play 
despite being injury hit over 
the last two years. He led 
the Tigers to the National 
League double in 2013 and 
became the fi rst foreign 
player to do this as captain.
He was targetted by 
Australian water polo to 
be fast tracked through the 
citizenship process in just 
two years instead of the 
usual 4/5 years, so hopefully 
if injuries allow he is now 
available to play in the 2016 
Rio Olympics.
Scott was picked to play 
against Japan in a 3 test 
series in November for 
Australia in Sydney but was 
forced to withdraw due to 
illness.
Fortunately still not fi t he 
was picked to play against 
Olympic silver medallists 
Italy in December when he 

made a very encouraging 
debut for Australia with a 
10-9 win and Scott managed 
2 goals.
Scott still holds all the 
goal-scoring records in GB 
for Junior and Senior polo 
and played over 100 times 
for GB. Famously despite 
the coaches and players 
desperate for him to play in 
the Olympics in London in 
2012 for GB he was ruled 
out because he had based 
himself in Australia instead 
of Europe by UK Sport. Scott 
was also a professional player 
in Barcelona for a year and 
has turned down offers from 
all of Europe’s top leagues 
because of the lucrative offer 
from Australia.

Newtonian Could 
be in 2016 OlympicsNot for the fi rst time this 

season the weather was unkind 
to us with literally a handful of 
football to report. What action 
that took place was a good win 
for the Under 11 Eagles who 
managed a reversed fi xture v 
Billingham Synthonia just to 
get a game. The boys made 
hard work of the 1st half by 
forgetting the basics. By 
hook and by crook they took 
a half time lead of 3-0 with 
Brennan Fitzpatrick bagging 
himself a hat trick. Not happy 
with the football, a half-time 
team talk was a remember of 
the basics, “pass & move”. 
Eventually after 15 minutes 
into the half the penny fi nally 
dropped and the football was 
awesome and with this, more 
goals came from some very 
good passages of play. Leo 
Umudi, Calum Whitfi eld and 
Alfi e Backhouse all getting 
themselves a goal each. The 
lads ran out 6-0 winners and 
whilst doing so hopefully 
learned that team work is 
important. Well done all. 
Georgie Johnson gained the 
deserved MOTM award with 
a very steady performance. 
Huge thanks to Billingham 
for getting the game on and 
accepting our request to 
reverse the fi xture.
The ‘silver lining’ was 
trophies and medals for 
the ever impressive Under 
11 Girls, who travelled to 
Birtley during the holiday 
period and won the Lucozade 
Powerleague Soccerdome 

MORE YOUTHY SUCCESS

Tournament- in fi ne style. This 
was followed up by the Under 
11 Eagles who triumphed in 
the Winter Tournament at the 
Alun Armstrong Centre. A 
great performance by the boys, 
who remained unbeaten - not 

bad considering they hadn’t 
had a game in over 7 weeks. 
Well done everyone, Happy 
New Year to all involved 
with Newton Aycliffe Youth 
FC and roll on some decent 
weather!


