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40 Church Street, Shildon, Co Durham, DL4 1DX

Telephone: 01388 776000

We provide advice and planning services for 
people who want to make the most of their financial 
arrangements. We’re Independent, which means we 
work for our clients interests, not those of a bank or 
insurance company. Once we’ve understood your 
aims, aspirations and concerns, we can help you 
make your money work for you.

Contact us to arrange 
an appointment either 
in our office, your 
place of work or in the 
comfort of your own 
home.  

Martin Bage Ltd is an Appointed Representative of Advanced Financial Services UK Ltd
who are Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
Registered Office: 40 Church Street, Shildon, Co Durham, DL4 1DX

Registered in England. Registration Number: 4905360

Advice you can Trust

Incorporating The Newtonian - Your Local Community Newspaper

LOW PRICES ON NEW
• Doors • Windows • Conservatories •
• Porches • Guttering • Facias •
• Soffits • Brickwork •

We also do all aspects of
repair work on Misted Units •
• Broken Locks • Leaks •

For a sensible, no obligation quotation
07816 675935 anytime or 304286 after 6pm

FENSA
Registered Company

THE WINDOW GUYTHE WINDOW GUY

DOOR

SALE

NOW ON

1/2 Price Eye Examination

This voucher entitles you to a full eye examination at The Village Optician for £10 
(Normally priced at £20) | Voucher must be presented at the time of the eye examination

Voucher does not apply to NHS tests | Call in or phone for your appointment

Tel: 01325 31 99 22
4 Cobblers Hall Village Centre | Burn Lane | Newton Aycliffe

KAB
TAXIS

4, 7 and 8
Seater Available

316203
A2B 314545

FeastLand
MEALS ON WHEELS

8 Bury Road
01325 300203

SUNDAY
LUNCH

£5 Delivered
11am to 1pm
Prebook your Sunday Lunch

Call Ian or Lesley on

01325 300203
www.FeastLand.co.uk

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you though those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

Cobblers Hall Village Centre
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

Tel: (01325) 319519

n FFllllettcchhhhhhheer

Newton Aycliffe 
20 MacMillan Road 

01325 300 510

We are available, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

- Pre-paid Funeral Plans   - Memorial Masonry

www.co-operativefuneralcare.co.uk

HAIR   •   BEAUTY   •   TANNING   •   TONING

5 Cobblers Hall  -  Tel: 308860 (Free Car Parking)
9 Main Street, Ferryhill - Tel: 01740 652006

£5.00 OFF£5.00 OFF
When you spend £30 or more onWhen you spend £30 or more on
Hair, Beauty and NailsHair, Beauty and Nails

Offer valid from 1st January 2015 to 14th February 2015Offer valid from 1st January 2015 to 14th February 2015
Offer only valid on production of this advertOffer only valid on production of this advert

The Worx Hair               theworxhairbeautytanning                The Worx HairBeauty
Beauty Tanning

Download the Whitehouse 
Funeral Service App

f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e

T: 01325 318600 (24hr)
Surtees House  Hilton Road  Newton Aycliffe  DL5 6EN

NEED AN ELECTRICIAN?

•  Complete Rewiring  •  Shower Installations •
•  Sockets/Lighting and Extensions  •

•  Security Alarms and Lights  •
•  Landlord Certificates  •  Fusebox Box Specialist  •

Call Gary on Newton Aycliffe

Office: 01325 524045
Mobile: 07944 444 100

www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk  -  armstrongelectrics@yahoo.co.uk

Contemporary Indian Restaurant

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

Bengal Lounge
BANQUET SPECIAL

ONLY £9.95
Available Wednesday & Thursday

• Popadoms with Mango Chutney & Onion Salad
• Any Appetiser   • Any Main Course

• Any Rice or Nan
(excludes Fish and King Prawns) - Terms and Conditions applyTA
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Bedroom
Image

Sliding Wardrobes
Manufactured in our Newton Aycliffe Factory

www.bedrooomimage.co.uk
Visit our new studio at:

24 Cockerton Green, Darlington DL3 9EU

Telephone (01325) 464100
or

Middlesbrough and Washington
Telephone 0191 417 9174

at Peaseway Clinic - 01325 320216
www.hypnotherapyforhealth.net

• Smoking • Weight Loss • Anxiety • Stress •

Hypnotherapy     forHealth

elachi
indian restaurant

1 Upper Beveridge Walkway
Town Centre DL5 4EE
(next to StevenRussell)

Tel: 01325 316516
Sunday to Th ursday

BANQUET
SPECIAL

£9.95 per person

Ring to book your table 316 516

FREE Measure and Fitting
“buy direct from the factory and save ££££s”

SPECIAL!!! Get your New Vertical Blind 
Louvres - While You Wait!! Bring a Louvre in

Next Day Fitting of Vertical Blinds

Phone Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive,
Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AU

www.siestablinds.com

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Horndale Taxis
24 HOURS A DAY

School Times Available
Workers Special from £3.50

FREEPHONE FROM TESCO

Day or Night - Clean, Modern 
Fleet of 4, 6 & 8 Seaters

307307
Ask for your ‘Horndale Loyalty Card’

Business Minister in the 
House of Lords, Baroness 
Neville-Rolfe, visited 
Newton Aycliffe based 
appliances manufacturer 
Ebac to learn how a 
Regional Growth Fund 
grant is supporting its new 

Left to right Baroness Neville-Rolfe, Pamela Petty 
and Amanda Hird of Ebac

Business Baroness Welcomes 
Rebirth of UK Washing Machine

production line, which will 
deliver the only UK made 
washing machines on the 
market.
The line is being developed 
with support from a £1m 
Regional Growth Fund 
(RGF) grant from the 
Department for Business, 
Innovation & Skills and 
a £6m injection from the 
company’s own funds.
Work to establish the 
production line follows 

continued on Page 2
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THE TURBINIATHE TURBINIA
* Saturday Night Live ** Saturday Night Live *

The Very Best of Rock - Normally NO Cover Charge

Saturday 7th February - “StraightShot”
Formed in 2009, the current line-up consists of Kev and Ged both on lead and rhythm guitar and 
background vocals, Mick on bass guitar and finally Richie who is doing the extraordinary job of dou-
bling up as the band’s lead vocalist and drummer, doing both jobs admirably! This has to be seen 
to be believed! All band members have at least 20 years experience of playing live in various local 
bands and clubs around the North East, some of which bands have included; Kneejerk Reaction, Al-
exander’s Palace, Chase and Flashpoint. The band are primarily a classic rock covers band, covering 
music ranging from AC/DC, Black Sabbath, Deep Purple, Thin Lizzy and Queen, through to newer 
artists such as Billy Idol and Stereophonics, but played with a much harder edge.

Saturday 14th February - “F.M.”
For more information on bands go to

www.turbiniapub.co.uk or 313034
Free Function Room - Free Disco/Karaoke

BowenClinicT
H

E

The Bowen Technique is a soft tissue therapy 
focusing on muscles, ligaments and tendons.

For help with back and neck pain, 
sciatica, sports injuries, knee problems, 

frozen shoulder, arthritis, asthma, 
hayfever, irritable bowel syndrome, 

anxiety, depression, stress and more...

The Bowen Clinic, The Pioneering 
Care Centre, Newton Aycliffe

Jane McAneney RN Cert ECBS Bowen Technique Practitioner

Telephone Jane on 07751 920 464
www.the-bowen-clinic.co.uk

The Royal British Legion
presents two great Christmas Party Nights.

Saturday, 21st February, 2015
Two Fantastic Tribute Acts

‘GARY BARLOW’
& ‘ROBBIE WILLIAMS’

Tickets £5.00 each
Available from bar the bar or from Sue Land

“Will be a night not to be missed”

R.A. TAYLOR
Dip CDT RCS(Eng)

Dental Technician

1 Norman Terrace, Chilton DL17 0HF - 01388 721284

While-u-Wait Denture RepairsWhile-u-Wait Denture Repairs
NEW DENTURESNEW DENTURES

• Early Appointments • Fast Turnaround •
• Easy Parking with No Steps •

Open Monday to Friday 9am-4pm
or by special arrangement

enquiries@rataylor-dentures.com

LOFT SERVICES
STORAGE SPACE IN A DAY

Hatch, Ladder, Lights and Flooring

ALL FOR £430.00
CALL PETER FOR ADVICE

Loft  /  Day Room  /  Bedroom  /  Velux Windows
(Garage Conversions also Available)

07970 348235 or 01325 255722
Visit our website www.dpsloftservices.co.uk

The Royal British Legion
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND

Friday 27th February
the band

‘SKAMANIA’
Supported by Mr B.’s Ska Music at half time

Tickets priced at £5.00 each
available from the bar or Sue Land

Tickets sold fast last time and we were 
unable to let people in who just turned up

so get your tickets as soon as possible

Holiday Inn Darlington North
is recruiting for

Housekeepers
Please send your CV to

info@hidarlingtonnorth.co.uk
or call 01325 329600

Darlington North
Newton Park

Dear Sir,
I wanted to let you know how pleased I have been with 
the response from the Newton News.  It is clearly a paper 
which is widely read and trusted in Aycliffe.
Well done and keep it up and I think we will need to put an 
appeal in for more volunteers now!
I will be in touch.
Kay White | Area Manager
Independent Age supports thousands of older people 
across the UK and Ireland through the ‘ABC’ of advice, 
befriending and campaigning.
For free advice on benefi ts, care or local social activities, 
call us on 0800 319 6789 or email advice@independentage.
org - To order our latest free Wise Guide, Choosing a Care 
Home, call 0800 319 6611, email advice@independentage.
org or order online at www.independentage.org/advice

Newton News Gets Results

fi ve years of planning 
and ongoing research and 
development, which includes 
the views of thousands of 
consumers.  
The company aims to double 
its 200-strong workforce 
as it expands its product 
range, having already started 
producing Norfrost Chest 
Freezers at its premises in 
Newton Aycliffe, County 
Durham.
Baroness Neville-Rolfe 
was given an update on the 
development of washing 
machine production by Ebac 
managing director Pamela 
Petty and met members of the 
team working on the exciting 
venture.

Pamela Petty said:    “The 
RGF process has worked 
well for Ebac, enabling the 
company to establish the 
manufacture of washing 
machines.
“Around three million 
washing machines are 
bought in the UK each year, 
all of them imported.   We 
have spent years exploring 
not only the feasibility of 
manufacturing washing 
machines, but also the 
processes involved and we 
are very confi dent of having 
a high quality, competitive 
product on the market in 
2015. The money from the 
Regional Growth made all 
of this possible and will 
undoubtedly reap returns for 
Ebac, the North East and the 
country as a whole.
“Baroness Neville-Rolfe 
was very supportive of our 
objectives and impressed 
with the level of detail that 
has gone into the planning, 
which will soon become a 
reality.   
“From a personal point of 
view I would encourage 
other companies to take 
advantage of the RGF grants 
and the support offered 
throughout the application 
and drawdown process.  This 
is the type of initiative that 
strengthens the economy 
and encourages business to 
invest, grow and create jobs.”
Speaking on the company’s 
video the Baroness said:  
“I am delighted that the 
Government has been able to 
help with a grant towards the 
cost of this project.”

Baroness at Ebac
Continued from Front Page

Pioneering Care Partnership 
(PCP) is encouraging people 
to get involved in its big 
plans to develop a socially 
inclusive garden in the 
grounds of the Pioneering 
Care Centre.
Last year the garden was 
transformed into a hive of 
growing activity with thanks 
to participants attending a 
‘Plot to Plate’ project.  The 
idea became a reality with 
thanks to funding from Great 
Aycliffe and Middridge 
Partnership (GAMP’s) 
‘Your Money, Your Area, 

Your Views’ Community 
Grants Fund.
PCP wants to build on this 
success and create an area 
that can be used for social 
and therapeutic horticulture 
activities.  The vision is to 
use the entire garden area 
for a variety of learning and 
leisure projects to bring the 
local community together. 
To get these ideas started 
there are a number of ways 
you can get involved:
Family half term activity: 
Green Finger Fun Workshop 
– Thursday 19 February 1 – 

3pm. Indoor fun activities 
making story stones and 
wind chimes whilst fi nding 
out more about the PCP’s 
secret garden plans.
Dig-in: 10 week course 
for adults starting Monday 
2 March 10am – 12noon. 
Learn about and take part 
in wildlife and organic 
gardening and growing 
your own vegetables whilst 
meeting new people.
Big Dig Community Event: 
Saturday 21 March 10am – 
1pm. If you’re enthusiastic 
about gardening, or would 
just like to join in and make 
a difference in your local 
community, get involved 
in the nation’s biggest 
community gardening 
volunteering event, The Big 
Dig. 
Dig Art:  10 week course for 
families starting at Easter. 
Garden fun for all the 
family making artwork from 
materials gathered from 
the garden. Make outdoor 
sculptures using refl ective, 
tactile, musical and recycled 
objects.
The health benefi ts 
of gardening are well 
recognised. Gardening 
can have a positive impact 
on physical, mental and 
emotional wellbeing. 
For further information 
contact the Pioneering 
Care Centre, Carer’s Way, 
Newton Aycliffe, DL5 4SF 
tel: 01325 321234 email: 
e n q u i r i e s @ p c p . u k . n e t 
website: www.pcp.uk.net. 
Or fi nd PCP on Twitter: 
@PioneeringCare and 
Facebook: /PCPandCentre

Growing Together Project

Residents, staff and friends of Defoe Court enjoyed a 
very special time with Cartier the 9 month old miniature 
pony. To see his interaction with residents was truly 
heartwarming.  Everyone agreed it was a memorable time.

Pony Visits Care Home
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HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?
We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.

Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£49.00 inc VAT (per will) and Free Home Visit

During the day or evening
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE

PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

 Members of the Society of Will Writers
 F.Inst.PA (Qualifi ed Paralegal)

Stockists 
of Tigi 

Products

Newton Aycliffe Leisure Centre

Telephone
01325 313000

OPEN MONDAY to SATURDAY

Appointments not
always required

CHIROPODIST
& PODIATRIST

Lorraine Tostevin BSc (Hons), MChS

01325 529000 or 07585 935714
Peaseway Clinic, 2 Pease Way Newton Aycliffe

£60 DEPOSIT PER PERSON

FREE CHILD PLACES

EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNTS 

SALE  
FRIDAY 6 - MONDAY 9 FEBRUARY

WEEKEND

EXCLUSIVE

Terms and conditions apply. Ask instore for full details.

42 Beveridge Way, Newton Aycliffe
Tel: 01325 320611
THE UK’S LARGEST INDEPENDENT TRAVEL AGENT  |  haystravel.co.uk

Firstly can I thank the offi cer 
from Durham County 
Council for the information 
printed in Newton News on 
how they are dealing with 
asbestos in schools.
Elmfi eld School was 

closed in 2009, due to lack 
of demand for children’s 
places. I never wish to 
offend anyone, but my 
great concern is the way 
the Elmfi eld Action 
Committee chaired by 

“UKIP in Aycliffe is the Answer” says Town Councillor
Labour Councillor Kate 
Hopper with other Labour 
Councillors Eddy Adam 
and Mike Dixon are very 
focused on  the sale of  this 
school land and the playing 
fi eld area, for housing and  
to fund a public building on 
that land for the ward. 
Elsewhere in the county 
a similar situation is 
being investigated by a 
Government Inspector 
over a multi-million pound 
housing development 
involving the sale of a 
school playing fi eld, nature 
reserve and recycling centre.
The County Council are 
now having to review their 
processes. I intend to bring 
the proposed use of Elmfi eld 
land to the attention of this 
Government Inspector
What has happened since 
2009 in providing new 
Schools in Durham County? 
I hope our two councillors 
take note as this is what they 
should be fi ghting for rather 
than housing. 
New state-of-the-art  
Schools built since 2009 
include Brandon, Esh 
Whinning, Kirk Merrington, 
Greenland Community 
School., Shotton Hall, 
Durham Trinity School, 
an Academy also at 
Shotton Hall, Sedgefi eld 
Community College and 
North Durham Academy 
- all closed and moved to 
newly built schools. 
This can be done at Elmfi eld 
if our County Councillors 
start doing what is required 

for the West Ward instead of 
following what the Labour 
controlled council want to 
happen.
They are only interested in 
building new houses, but 
if we look around the West 
Ward and Newton Aycliffe 
generally there are many 
houses standing empty,
If a Community Centre  is 
built on the Elmfi eld site 
I am only too pleased I 
will not be living next to 
it! Just take a look at the 
one we have in the west 
ward, Silverdale House. 
Vast amounts of ratepayers 
money has been spent on 
it and still doesn’t function 
in the best interests of the 
public. 
The two West Ward 
councillors Adam and 
Hopper said in their election 
leafl et they would support 
this and invest their time and 
energy in a concerted effort 
to make it work better for 
the public. I do not feel this 
promise has been fulfi lled!
The following is a list of 
expenditure:
Laptops £399.99 x 10 = 
£4,369-80 
Panasonic Camcorder 
£449.99
Networking the ten Laptops 
- £260.00
DVD recorder -£199.99
Epson Printer + cartridges - 
£299.99
Cinema Projector - £407.99
Dance Mats, Practice 
Mats, Dance Club Mats = 
£3,786.00
Wireless Retrofi t Kit for 

Dance Mats £354.00
CCTV System £479.99
Radio Microphone System - 
£189.00
Honda EU201 Generator - 
£1258.80 
Stair Lift £4,250.00
Xbox Kinnex £286.45 
Total £16,592.00 inc VAT 
These items were applied for, 
to be used at the centre for 
community use, to enhance 
activities for young people 
using Silverdale House. 
The equipment purchased 
was to provide a valuable 
resource for all members 
of the community that 
access Silverdale House. 
This is not happening since 
Durham County Council 
withdrew funding on all 
public buildings. 
As a result and despite 
having invested over 
£16,000 the building has not 
been open and available for 
the public to take advantage 
of all the facilities and 
equipment available – this 
is a huge shame considering 
the amount of public money 
that has been spent here ! 
To me Aycliffe is the LOST 
town in Durham County – 
we need all our councillors 
to start speaking up for the 
benefi t of residents  and let’s 
start to get things done! 
Ratepayers money has been 
spent on the Neighbourhood 
Plan and one of the high 
priorities and suggested 
improvements to our area  is 
the need for a Retail Park for 
Newton Aycliffe – I believe 
this would be a huge benefi t 

to  residents and and we 
need to move forward with 
this as soon as possible! 
I am aware  private 
companies drive this type 
of venture forward, but they 
need to know there is land 
available along with the 
council’s support. We must 
press this issue as Aycliffe 
can only benefi t from the 
delivery of such a facility! 
I also believe UKIP would 
be the perfect Party to bring 
essential improvements to 
the table and drive forward 

these type of initiatives that 
can only benefi t and serve to 
improve the day to day lives 
of hard working residents 
of Newton Aycliffe both 
young and old. There have 
been many promises made 
along the way by various 
parties but I fi rmly believe 
UKIP are best placed and 
best motivated to deliver 
positive results rather 
than those making empty 
promises!  
Alderman George Gray,
West Ward Councillor
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Place your VALENTINES DAY
Greetings in your local community 

newspaper, “NEWTON NEWS”

Above example:
£12.00 (inclusive)

(maximum 15 words)

ANTHONY To my “squidgy 
widgy” on Valentines Day, love 
from Cleopatra xxxx

JANE To my honey bunny, all my 
love on Valentines Day, love from 
Tarzan xxxx

Above examples:
15p per word

ADAM
To my “squidgy widgy”
on Valentines Day, love

from Eve xxxx

JULIET
 To my honey bunny, all my

love on Valentines Day,
love from Romeo xxx

Above examples:
30p per word

Write out your copy in the box
below, add up the words, put the total 

cost and hand in to:

NEWTON PRESS
St. Cuthberts Way

YOUNGS NEWSAGENT
Town Centre or

WALKERS BUTCHERS
Simpasturegate

Deadline: 5pm Wednesday, 11th February
Published: Friday 13th February 2015

Telephone:

No of words ........... @ ............p = £ ...................
Heart advert is required YES/NO = £12.00

Casanova    HenriettaCasanova    Henrietta
To “Lover Boy”

on Valentines Day
love from your

bunny
xx

Carrie Howarth
T: 07958 803431
E: chowarth@uwclub.net
W: www.savewithcarrie.co.uk

P. TONER
Property Maintenance

•  Plumbing  •  Kitchens
•  Bathrooms  •  Joinery
•  Wet Rooms  •  Repairs
Disability and Elderley Home Adaptations

Contact Peter
01325 954309 or 07538 102195

Oasis Dental Care
Limetree House - St. John’s Road - Shildon

 
NOW ACCEPTING NEW NHS PATIENTSNOW ACCEPTING NEW NHS PATIENTS
For an appointment please telephone 01388 772678

or email www.oasisdentalcare.co.uk/shildon

We also offer late night clinics + Saturday appointments

Ask about adult tooth staightening,
tooth whitening and dental implants

THE DENTAL PEOPLE

OASIS

Boosting the local economy, 
providing activities 
for young people and 
supporting the community 
and voluntary sector, 
including Older People have 
been chosen by the people 
of Newton Aycliffe as their 
priorities for the Great 
Aycliffe and Middridge 
Partnership  (GAMP) to 
address from April onwards.
More than 250 local people 
attended a Great Aycliffe 
and Middridge Partnership 
(GAMP) forum event to 
vote on the issues they 
thought needed the most 
development in 2015/16.
A vote identifi ed the 
following three areas as 
priorities, which were later 
formally agreed by the 
GAMP Board:
• Activities for young 
people

• Employment, enterprise, 
education and training
• Support to the community 
and voluntary sector, 
including older people
Brian Riley, GAMP 
coordinator, said: “We 
are grateful to the town’s 
residents for setting 
GAMP and its partners 
challenging priorities for 
the forthcoming year. It is 
now up to the board, task 
groups and the GAMP 
team to take these priorities 
forward throughout 2015 
and into 2016.”
To fi nd out more about 
GAMP or get involved in its 
work call 01325 327 441 or 
email gampaap@durham.
gov.uk
You can also fi nd us on 
facebook at: Great Aycliffe 
and Middridge Partnership- 
GAMP

GAMP Decide on 
2015 - 2016 Priorities

Butterwick Hospice would like to thank Whitehouse 
Funeral Service Ltd., Newton Aycliffe, who kindly donated 
£250 from a recent Open Day which included a local art 
exhibition and craft stalls from the community. They also 
presented us with a cheque for £150 collected from their 
Giving Tree over the Christmas period!
Helen Kirby, Fundraiser

£250 for Butterwick

A leading North East 
businesswoman has been 
appointed as chair of the 
Bishop Auckland College 
Corporate Board. Pamela 
Petty, managing director of 
international manufacturer 
Ebac, takes over the reins 
from Prof. Alan Townsend.
Newton Aycliffe based 
Ebac, which manufactures 
water coolers, dehumidifi ers 
and air conditioning units 
for industrial, offi ce and 
domestic use, has grown 

from a small family run 
fi rm to a £25m turnover 
global business employing 
220 staff.
Mrs Petty, an ex-student 
of the college who studied 
A Level Accounts there 
as part of her accountancy 
training nearly 30 years 
ago, is also governor of a 
primary school in Barnard 
Castle and a non executive 
board member of the 
Entrepreneurs’ Forum.
She joined Ebac, which 
was launched by her father 
John Elliott MBE in 1972, 
back in 1986 and headed up 
the Group IT department 
before being promoted to 
manufacturing director in 
1997, then to her current 
position of Group MD in 
2003.
Natalie Davison, Principal 
and Chief Executive of 
Bishop Auckland College, 
said she was delighted with 
the appointment: “Pamela 
has very good links with 
many local and regional 
fi rms, as well as being 
an excellent ambassador 
and role model for the 
manufacturing sector, is 
based in Bishop Auckland 

and hence knows our local 
context very well.”
In August last year the 
college announced a new 
partnership with South 
West Durham Training, in 
which the Newton Aycliffe 
based manufacturing 
and engineering training 
provider operates as a 
subsidiary trading under 
its own brand as a separate 
registered charity.
Under the new arrangements 
Mrs Petty and Ms Davison 
will also sit on the SWDT 
board while Steve Rose, 
chair of the SWDT board, 
and vice chair Andy Dunn 
will sit on the college 
corporation.
Pamela said: “The college 
works very closely with 
employers in a wide range 
of industry sectors across 
the region to match its 
course offer to emerging 
training needs. 
Hopefully my own 
experience in manufacturing 
will prove valuable at a 
strategic level, supporting 
the college’s leadership 
team as it continues to 
promote the local economic 
development agenda.”

Pamela Petty, Chair of the Bishop Auckland College Corporation, with Steve Rose, 
Chairman of South West Durham Training.

Ebac Boss Appointed New 
Chairman of College Board
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www.propertyexchangeuk.com
we think differently - 01325 778775

*when you list your property with us today you will be 
entered into a free draw to win this exciting holiday for 2. 
For T&C’s please visit www.propertyexchangeuk.com

 

Well what a year that was!! I want to say a big thank you to Newton Aycliffe for making me feel so incredibly welcome in your town. As 
someone from down south, it has been great to feel like one of the family. We’ve had a busy but exciting 12 months; meeting some really 
interesting people and helping many people move into their dream homes. On top of this we have introduced ‘Rent Now Buy Later’ into 
the North East, with great success. 
I would now like to take this opportunity to introduce Ray and Miriam Turnbull, 
originally from Sunderland, who have joined me to help take the business forward. 
They bring a warm, caring, family atmosphere to the shop and also mirror my values, 
which are to go the extra mile or 10 to get the job done. As far as business goes, 
I couldn’t be happier with the progress that we have made in 2014. Rightmove 
statistics show that, after only one year, we are the fastest selling Estate Agent in 
Newton Aycliffe. To top off a fantastic year, we had a magic month in December 
where we sold an amazing 22 properties. Not bad for what is supposed to be the 
slowest month of the year! 
So once again, thank you for your support and I am really looking forward to helping 
many more people realise their property ambitions in the coming months ahead.
Best Wishes, Lindsay.

Dear Sir,
So, John D. Clare has only just 
come to realise that the further 
you are from Westminster 
the smaller share you get 
of Government spending.  
This has always been the 
case for as far back as I can 
remember.  However, if he 
were to publish the relative 
spending allocations at the 
end of Gordon Brown’s New 
Labour Government your 
readers could decide if David 
Cameron is the real villain!
I have to agree with him on 
his statistics but cannot leave 
David Cameron to shoulder 
the blame for any of them. It is 
all down to party politics and 
the fact that since New Labour 
bankrupted the economy, 
the available spending ‘pot’ 
is smaller and the party in 
Government is bound to spend 
more in constituencies where 
it is likely to win the seat. 
Simple!
Thus, for 12 years, New 
Labour ignored the North East 
where they had safe seats and 
spent disproportionately in the 
south to try and win and keep 
the southern seats. Before he 
won the election Tony Blair 
said that he had to make New 
Labour a more ‘centralist’ 
party with wider appeal. This 
he did, and ignored the North 
East and his / our constituency 
thereafter!  The Coalition 
Government is just doing the 
same but with a smaller ‘pot’ 
of money to spend.  
Tell it like it is Mr Clare, don’t 
ignore or try and re-write 
history! David Cameron is 
only echoing Tony Blair.  The 
difference is that New Labour 
supporters in the North East 
thought that Blair would be 
true to his North East power 
base; however history shows 

SEVEN WAYS SUCCESSIVE 
GOVERNMENTS HAVE 

TARGETED THE NORTH EAST
that he was more preoccupied 
with the ‘Tony Blair legacy’ 
(and getting his snout into the 
Westminster trough).
In the end he stepped down 
and handed his ‘poisoned 
chalice’ to Gordon Brown who 
had “prudently” sold our gold 
reserves at the bottom of the 
market and then proceeded 
to “prudently” bankrupt the 
country.
There are fewer unemployed 
people in the North East now 
than there were at the end 
of 12 years of New Labour.  
However, the south have got 
12 new jobs to every 1 in the 
North East.  Could this be that 
the non-Labour Councils in 
the south are working with the 
Coalition Government better 
than the North East Labour 
Councils?  
The fact of the matter is that 
all governments of whatever 
political persuasion have 
courted the southern voter 
because that is where they 
have to win seats; they spend 
money in the south.  
A shed load of money is 
to be spent on HS2 and it 
doesn’t even reach the North 
East proper! Why has no 
North East Labour politician 
suggested we start building 
HS2 at Newcastle and end it 
in the South? This way, the 
money would be spent up front 
in the North East economy 
and HS2 would increasingly 
improve travel here before it 
is completed and drains further 
money south out of the North 
East.
The sad fact for Labour voters 
is that a vote for Labour is 
a vote for a Westminster 
focused government.  Neither 
Labour nor the Conservatives 
see wooing North East voters 
a priority.  Labour need to 

concentrate on the threat to 
their Scottish power-base 
while the Coalition Parties 
have to fend off UKIP.  The 
only hope for the North East 
is a protest vote (e.g. for 
the Green Party or UKIP), 
Only then will a Westminster 
Government have to heed how 
the North East votes.
Alastair P. G. Welsh
Ayclife Village

Weekly bike rides for all ages and abilities are taking place 
across County Durham to help people stay fi t and healthy.
The group cycles, organised by Durham County Council 
as part of the national Bike4Life programme, are led by 
trained experts and volunteers. They are free and you don’t 
even need a bike or helmet as these can be provided if 
needed.
The rides, up to two hours, are all at recreational and 
leisurely pace with regular breaks and can be divided into 
different ability groups.
Joanne Heron, physical activity offi cer (cycling), Durham 
County Council, said: “Cycling is a great way to improve 
your health and wellbeing and also the chance to explore 
the outdoors, meet new people and get to know your local 
area.”
They take place every week in Newton Aycliffe each 
Monday (10am to12noon)  at the Pioneering Care Centre.

Weekly Bike Rides

Vane Road School playground by John Williamson

Voters are being urged not 
to miss out on the chance 
to have their say in this 
year’s general election.
All households in County 
Durham have been issued 
with a letter listing everyone 
at the property who is on the 
electoral register.
Anyone whose name is 
not on the letter and is, 
therefore, not registered is 
encouraged to go online at 
www.gov.uk/register-to-
vote and register as part of 
National Voter registration 
Day on 5th February.
David Collingwood, 
Durham County Council’s 
electoral services manager, 
said: “Anyone not yet 
registered to vote should 
do so as soon as possible 
in order to be able to have 
their say. We’re also urging 
people to use National Voter 
Registration Day to spread 
the message among family 
and friends who may not 
have registered yet that it 
only takes a few minutes to 
complete the form online.”
The county council is 
running a number of 
initiatives to encourage 
residents to register to 

Log on and Register 
to Vote at Election

vote, including working 
with local schools and 
Durham University to get 
students registered. Sixth 
formers at North Durham 
Academy in Stanley have 
also been working with 
the council to produce a 
video encouraging others to 
register. View the video at 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=GcYqRXjdsLw
Kay Jenkins, the Electoral 
Commission’s head 
of English regions, 
said: “National Voter 
Registration Day exists 
because it is important that 
anyone who is eligible to be 
on the register, but has not 
yet registered, does so.
“Young people, students 
and people who move 
frequently are much less 
likely to be registered 
to vote. We’re urging 
them to use the day as an 
opportunity to get on to the 
electoral register.”
To request a paper copy 
of the registration form, 
contact the electoral 
registration offi ce on 
03000 26 12 12 or email 
electoralservices@durham.
gov.uk

READERS’ PHOTOGRAPHS
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TURNERS OF 
SEDGEFIELD

SALES, SERVICE 
& PARTS

01740 620 338

SEDGEFIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

Ford Dealership

Serving Newton Aycliffe, Durham, Darlington 
and the surrounding area

Specialists

The Village Pharmacy
Pioneering Care Centre, Newton Aycliffe

Pioneering Care Centre, Burn Lane
Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 4SE
Telephone: 01325 311297
Email: thevillagepharmacy@intrapharm.com
www.thevillage-pharmacy.co.uk

OPENING TIMES
Monday-Thursday 8.30am-5.30pm

Friday 8.30am-6.00pm
Saturday 9.00am-12.00noon

(Closed 1.00pm-2.00pm for Lunch)

We provide a wide range of services including:
Minor Ailments Scheme - Emergency Contraception

Free Contraception on production of a ‘c’ card
Chlamydia Screening - Pregnancy Testing

Advice on Stopping Smoking & Healthy Living 
and much more

A Collection and Delivery Service for all 
the surgeries in Newton Aycliffe

Electronic Transfer of Prescriptions from 
Pease Way and Bewick Crescent Surgeries

Use our FREE DELIVERY SERVICE - 
Prescriptions delivered to your door

Please do not hesitate to contact Alisdair and his 
friendly staff who are always available to speak with 

anyone who would like help and advice.

FLU JABS ARE NOW AVAILABLE 
Please ask for more information

Pharmacist: Alisdair McConnell MRPharmS

‘Aycliffe Vilage Local 
History Society is hosting 
a talk by Neil Straughan 
‘A  Stroll through France 
and the Long Road Home’ 
in Aycliffe Village Hall 
at 7pm on Wednesday 11 
February. All are welcome 
members £1 non members 
£3 to include tea/coffee and 
biscuits.
Details from Programme 
Secretary 01325 301093.

History Talk

The Friends of West Park 
hold their Annual General 
Meeting on Tuesday 10th 
February at 7pm in the 
upstairs lounge at the  
British Legion Club.  All 
residents welcome

Friends A.G.M.

The Aycliffe Business Park 
Group met last week to 
celebrate their 2nd birthday 
and were hosted at Ebac’s 
Heighington Lane Factory 
where they are producing 
refrigeration equipment.
Over 50 people representing 
Aycliffe businesses enjoyed 
a hot breakfast and coffee 
while networking and 
hearing the Steering 
Group’s plans for 2015.
Chairperson Kerina 
Clark gave a summary 
of a successful  2014 and 
commented on the progress 
of Aycliffe businesses  
generally. 
“Bringing Aycliffe business 
leaders together has justifi ed 
our existence as more and 
more talk to each other and 
recognise they can obtain 
goods and services on their 
doorstep.” said Kerina.
2015 should see a more 
formal organisation 
as the Steering Group 
move towards drafting a 
constitution for adoption 
by members with the aim 
of obtaining funding to 
employ staff to run events. 
The general administration, 
is currently carried out by 
volunteers who already 
have very busy lives.
Events including 
networking, seminars etc. 
will be held in most months 
of the year and businesses 
are encouraged to use 
the website which carries 
details and also some very 
useful information to help 
Aycliffe businesses: www.
aycliffebusinesspark.co.uk

AYCLIFFE BUSINESS PARK 
GROUP’S 2nd BIRTHDAY

It is nearing the calendar 
dates for those prestigious 
jump races: The Cheltenham 
Gold Cup, The Aintree Grand 
National and The Scottish 
Grand National. Newtonian 
Steven Corner, a lecturer 
at Darlington College, 
has driven his passion for 
National Hunt racing into 
his second novel, ‘The 
Whispering Pegasus.’
The story follows a fi ctional 
local trainer, jockey and 
former SAS member, John 
Brennan, as they fi ght to keep 
John’s brother’s prized chaser 
safe so he can rank alongside 
Red Rum, Arkle and Desert 
Orchid. 
Steven has presented his 
novel to the 1968 Grand 
National winning trainer, Mr 
Denys Smith, whose yard 
was based at South Church, 
Bishop Auckland. Denys 
trained the winner, Red 
Alligator and retained the 
services of Aintree legend 
jockey, Brian Fletcher, who 
later rode Red Rum twice to 
National victory. It was the 
exploits of Denys and Brian 
that inspired Steven to write 
his novel.
The author has also placed 
a bet with Coral Racing that 
a horse bearing the name, 
‘Whispering Pegasus’ will go 
on to win the Grand National 
within ten years. The bookies 
must think this outcome is 
achievable and have offered 
odds of 200-1! Mr Corner has 
placed a bet of £20 and the 
slip is held in a Coral Shop 

safe.
Mr Corner has contacted 
jump trainers like Jonjo 
O’Neil and local Sedgefi eld 
owner, John Wade, to ask if 
they would consider naming 
one of their future jump stars, 
‘Whispering Pegasus’. 
The rules of horse racing 
forbid horses having names 
longer that 18 characters: 
Whispering Pegasus is within 
these rules and there is no 
jump race, in training, that 
bears this name. “I think the 
real question is whether the 
eventual real horse can match 
the deeds of the fi ctional 
horse”, concludes Mr Corner.
The Whispering Pegasus is 
available as a paperback or 
eBook from Amazon and the 
Racing Post Online Shop.

AUTHOR BETS ON GRAND 
NATIONAL WINNER NAMED 

AFTER HIS BOOK TITLE

Mums and Dads in Durham 
have told Government and 
local authorities they must 
try harder and stop fi ning 
mums and dads who take 
their children out of school 
for family holidays in term 
time.
According to a nationwide 
survey of 7,000 households 
– 179 in Durham - a massive 
68% of parents complained 
that head teachers deserved 
a D minus and should not 
have the right to penalise 
parents, with 57% adding 
that it was now time to 
stagger school holidays.
Even worse some 70% 
accused the Government 
of once again acting like 
a nanny state over the 
issue while calling for an 
immediate change in the 
law to allow parents to take 
their children on holiday – 
anytime.
The survey, commissioned 
by Questor Insurance 
Services, based in Rainham, 
Kent, was not totally 
one sided. Of those that 
supported the school policy 
52% said taking children 
away in term time disrupted 
their education and made it 
diffi cult for the school.
“The survey was originally 
intended to establish 
the views of households 
about travel insurance,” 
said Andrew Lawrence, 
managing director of 
Questor, “and we were not 

expecting such a response 
to the second part of 
our questionnaire which 
covered holiday habits. 
It really does seem that 
parents feel strongly about 
this issue.”
These views were 
reinforced with 77% of 
parents saying it was not 
selfi sh to take children on 
holiday in term time with 
predictably 30% of those 
saying it gives hard pressed 
families the chance of a less 
expensive holiday; 38% 
saying such occasions were 
good for a child’s education 
and the rest claiming it was 
better for a family to have 
quality time together than 
no holiday at all.

HEAD TEACHERS 
GET A ‘D MINUS’ ON 
FAMILY HOLIDAYS

Popular Aycliffe residents 
group ACORN will be 
holding their regular monthly 
meeting on February 12th 
at the Royal British Legion, 
Commencing with a meeting 
of the junior group “little 
ACORNS” from 5.30 pm 
where plans are being made 
for future events and trips.
Feedback from a visit to 
South Lakeland Zoo on 
February 7th will be given to 
help the group improve 
Plans are currently being 
made for the amazing Easter 
petting zoo which will feature 
all manner of animals and 
reptiles. 
It is anticipated this year 
the amount of creatures will 
be substantially increased 
and various other pursuits 
will also be provided. If 
you are an animal oriented 
group such as the dogs trust, 
business selling pet food 
or community organisation 
wishing to meet the public  
we would welcome your 
attendance 
The main ACORN meeting 
will take place from 6pm 
featuring our speaker for the 
evening Louise Harlandson 
who will be talking about the 
role of Durham Community 
Action in the community.
ACORN will also be 
discussing local issues 
affecting the local area with 
representatives of the police, 
town councillors and county 
councillors.
Consistently growing 
in membership since its 
inception in January 2012 
ACORN regularly have 50 
people attending monthly 
meetings and many more take 
an interest through Facebook 
and other media. . ACORN 
welcomes anyone with an 
interest in Newton Aycliffe 
to come along and join in the 
fun.
Any enquiries should be 
addressed to Ken Robson
Tel 01325 321471

ACORN 
Residents’ 
February 
Meeting
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REWORKED DYSONSREWORKED DYSONS

NOW RELOCATED TO NEW PREMISES:

A&R ELECTRICS
01388 777353  -  01388 778556  -  01325 300542

Unit 9 Dabble Duck Ind. Estate, Shildon DL4 2RA

Dyson Vacuum Cleaners

Repairs Carried Out / Spares in Stock

Own a Dyson from Only £89
including a full one year breakdown warranty

(excludes wear and tear items)

All reworked to a high standard
in our own workshops at Shildon

DC04 & C07 Models - £89.00
DC14 Models £99.00

Ball Models, When in Stock £150.00

Newtonians James Pirie 
from Baliol Green and 
Clare Brennan, who lives at 
Haslewood Road, have both 
volunteered to represent 
young people on groups 
from the town discussing 
and contributing to the 
Neighbourhood Plan.
The students both attend 
St John’s School & Sixth 
Form College (A Catholic 
Academy) and were very 
keen to be involved in the 
planning of their town.
They will be at the big 
open event at the Youth and 
Community Centre on the 
21st February from 10am - 
12 noon when the tasks of 

the various groups will be 
outlined by Angela Corner 
the Neighbourhood Plan 
offi cer.
Woodham Academy and 
Greefi eld College students 
will also be volunteering to 
put young people’s views 
on the future of Newton 
Aycliffe.
“It is gratifying  to see 
our young people coming 
forward to take part in the 
planning of their town. 
We hope people from the 
community will show their 
support and come forward 
to give their time to this 
important process” said 
Angela Corner.

STUDENTS VOLUNTEER 
TO HELP PLAN 

AYCLIFFE’S FUTURE
Young People Join 
Community Groups

Scott Wood from Darlington is a former Army Tank 
Commander, selected by the Conservative Party as 
Parliamentary Candidate for the Sedgefi eld constituency. 
Now 40, he spent two decades serving in the Royal Tank 
Regiment and Chemical Biological Radiological & Nuclear 
Regiment, with deployments to Northern Ireland, Afghanistan 
and Iraq on peace and stability operations. 
Following his return to civilian life last year, he opened a 
restaurant. He is proud to be selected as he has always been 
interested in politics. “My focus is to create a more equal and 
fair society allowing everyone to have a voice and a better 
secure future. I want to see more jobs, better housing, fl ights 
at our local airport, a control on immigration, lower taxes, the 
best schools, working communities and a working economy” 
said Scott.
Contact: 01325 462283,
Facebook: Scott-Wood-For-Sedgefi led-MP.
Twitter: scottwood29. www.scottwood.org.uk

Conservative Candidate 
Knocking on Doors

Housing and regeneration 
specialist, Keepmoat, who 
are currently building homes 
at Cobblers Hall, continue 
to grow its presence in the 
North East by acquiring three 
new sites that will lead to an 
investment of £34m in the 
region.
Land in Stockton will be used 
to build 174 new homes 144 
for sale and 30 affordable 
homes for Tristar Homes. The 
£18m project will be part of 
a regeneration partnership 

Keepmoat Build Homes on Three New Sites
initiative involving Stockton 
Borough Council and the HCA. 
Work started on site in January 
and the fi rst homes will be 
ready to occupy in late spring.
Through Durham Villages 
Regeneration Company, 
Keepmoat’s joint venture with 
Durham County Council,they 
will be building 81 new homes 
in Sherburn Hill - 80 for sale 
and 5 affordable homes for Isos 
Housing. Work has started on 
site in the last few weeks and 
the local community will be 

able to view the show homes 
in July. 
The site of the former St 
Stephen’s School in Longbenton 
is set to be developed with 
41 new dwellings, 31 for sale 
and 10 affordable homes for 
Isos Housing. The scheme, 
which is the latest purchase by 
Keepmoat from the Diocese 
of Hexham and Newcastle, is 
worth £5m. Works to demolish 
the former school have now 
started and the fi rst homes will 
be completed in early summer. 

Ian Prescott, Land and 
Partnership Director of 
Keepmoat, commented: “We 
are delighted to continue 
to grow in the North East 
and these three new site 
acquisitions are set to make a 
signifi cant positive impact on 
local communities, even more 
so as we plan to use local labour 
wherever possible to complete 
the developments.”
For more information regarding 
Keepmoat, please visit www.
keepmoat.com

It’s free, it’s fun and it’s lovely. 
We now have a few more 
places, why not come and try 
being with with us.
Babies, toddlers, mummies, 
grandparents, daddies, foster 
parents . . . all welcome. 
Tuesdays 12.45-2.30pm.
For more details ring Norma 
Wise on 01325 312930 or Chris 
Wilson 01325 318430

St. Elizabeth’s 
Mother & 

Toddler Group
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Unit 16 Gurney Way, Aycliffe Business Park
Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 6UJ

Telephone: 01325 304432Telephone: 01325 304432
Opening Hours:

Mon-Fri 8am-5.30pm; Saturday 8.30am-2pm

01325 304432

CAR STILL UNDER WARRANTY?
Fed Up with Paying Main Dealer Prices?

Autosafe can service any vehicle without
affecting your warranty, saving you up to 50%

CALL TODAY TO BOOK

VALUE SERVICE & MOT
INCLUDING 42 POINT HEALTH CHEAK

AND MINI VALET FOR ONLY £95.00

MOT £35.00
FREEFREE
initial diagnostic check 
with any service or MoT

TYRE SPECIALSTYRE SPECIALS
17565 T14 - £37.95
18555 H15 - £44.95
19560 H15 - £46.95
20555 X16 - £45.95
22540 X18 - £49.95
Price includes Fitting

AutoSafe
Complete Garage Services
No Gimmicks, No Hassle, Just a 

Quality Service you Can Trust

AutoSafeAuto Centre Ltd
Aycliffe Self Storage Ltd.

Unit 25 Whinbank Road, Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AY

20’ Self Storage Containers
£24.00 per week

“Your Key, Your Container”

House Contents  •  Small Businesses  •  Car Storage
24/7 CCTV and Guards Patrolling  •  Established 2008

Contact Allan on 07795 064710
email: sangster.allan@yahoo.com

Great Aycliffe’s recent 
game in the Durham & 
District Inter Club Triples 
at home to Ferryhill 
ended in an 8-0 victory 
for the home side and thus 
avenged their away defeat 
earlier in the season.
However the game was 
closer than the score 
suggests as only fi ve shots 
separated the teams on 
the overall score.
The last end was the 
deciding factor as at this 
stage Ferryhill were ahead 
on one rink and drawing 
another with only one 
shot difference between 
the sides.
Fortunately for the home 
side, unlike their last game 
where they capitulated on 
the last two ends, they dug 
in and managed to score 
on both rinks to pull off 
an unlikely victory.
Final scores:  R Jones 
13-10 B Johnstone,     M 
Ormerod 14-13 R 
Jefferson,   P Whittaker  
9-8 K Seymour

REVENGE 
AGAINST 

FERRYHILL
BOWLERS

Lifeline Community Action 
(Helping Hands) has 
recently appointed a full-
time Project Coordinator 
to take forward the ever 
increasing workload of the 
charity over the next year. 
Lindsey Davidson joins 
the organisation after 
successfully being 
interviewed for the post 
in January.  Lindsey, said: 
“I am looking forward to 
supporting the work of 
Lifeline Community Action 
and helping to meet the 
needs of local residents who 
require our support”.
Lifeline Community Action 
(LCA) is a registered 
crisis intervention charity 
that works across County 
Durham.  In the last year 
they have been able to 
support over 2,000 people 
with a high proportion 
of clients coming from 
the Great Aycliffe and 
Middridge area. 
The charity currently 
supports almost 200 people 
each month. People are 
referred to the charity by; 
Social Services, Jobcentre 
Plus, other voluntary and 
community agencies or by 
current benefi ciaries. 
Volunteers then work with 

households to establish 
what an individual or 
family’s needs are and 
which relevant support 
would make the most 
difference. Most of the 
people benefi ting have 
severe fi nancial problems, 
are in fi nancial crisis and/or 
in crippling debt.
Chair of Trustees Alwyn 
White, said: “We feel 
that we have appointed a 
confi dent and competent 
coordinator and that 
Lindsey will be able to 
support the charity in order 
for us to look further ahead, 
to ensure we are benefi ting 
families and individuals at 
their time of need”.

Project Co-ordinator Appointed
GAMP Aids  Aycliffe’s “Helping Hands” Charity

Lifeline Community 
Action were able to employ 
Lindsey via support 
from Great Aycliffe and 
Middridge Partnership 
(GAMP) through the 
Neighbourhood Budget 
allocations of Councillor’s 
Joan Gray, Mike Dixon, 
John Clare, Jed Hillary, 
Sarah Iveson, Eddy Adam, 
and Kate Hopper, Garfi eld 

Western Foundation, and a 
private benefactor.
Alwyn White, said: “On 
behalf of the trustees and 
volunteers at Lifeline 
Community Action, we 
are extremely grateful for 
the generous contributions 
everyone has made. It 
means we can expand our 
services and help even more 
people over the next year”.

A group of year 8 
students from Greenfi eld 
Community College 
visited Durham Cathedral 
to commemorate the 70th 
anniversary of the liberation 
of Auschwitz- Birkenau last 
week. The theme of this 
year’s Holocaust Memorial 
Day was to keep the 
memory alive.
During the morning, 
students participated in 
workshops in which they 
heard personal stories of 
the horrors of the Holocaust 
and the lasting impact on 
families for generations 
as well as considering 
the lessons we can learn. 
Also, students refl ected 
on why prejudice and 
discrimination still needs 
tackling in today’s society. 
In the afternoon, students 
listened to the incredible 
and very moving story of 
Eva Clarke who was born in 
Mauthausen concentration 
camp. She and her mother 
were the only survivors of 
their family, 15 members 
of whom were killed in 
Auschwitz. 
Neave, one of the students 
on the trip from Year 8 

said the day was ‘very 
educational and refl ective, 
and it is important to 
remember all the victims 
of genocide and to keep 
the memory alive. I won’t 
forget it and I hope all 
who attended won’t. This 
day made me want to stop 
genocide and anything 
like this happening again.’ 
Georgia, another student, 
also commented: ‘listening 
to people telling their own 
stories and their families 
was very heartfelt.’ 
Greenfi eld students gained 
a huge amount from a very 
thought provoking and 
moving day.

Greenfield Students 
Attend Holocaust 
Commemoration
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COMMITTEE MEETING: There is a committee 
meeting of Great Aycliffe Village Hall Association 
on Monday, February 9th, at the village hall at 8pm. 
Everyone is welcome.
BREAKFAST CLUB: The next breakfast club takes 
place on Saturday, February 14th, at Aycliffe Village Hall 
from 10am (please note new time). Thanks go to Joy 
Marie Hair Design for sponsoring the club this month. 
There will be bacon, egg or sausage buns on offer, as well 
as cups of tea or coffee. Plus, there will be activities for 
children and a book stall. All proceeds go to the village 
hall.
BABY SENSORY CLASSES: For parents and carers 
with babies up to 13 months, there is a sensory class at 
Aycliffe Village Hall on Tuesdays at 10am. For details, 
call Carly on 07881 922076.
NEEDLE AND THREAD: Anyone with a sewing 
project, such as patchwork, knitting, crochet or rag 
rugging, is welcome to go along to this friendly needle 
and thread group at Aycliffe Village Hall on Tuesday, 
February 17th, from 7-9pm. For more details, call Tricia 
Johnson on 01325 314735.
BINGO: It’s eyes down at a bingo session at Aycliffe 
Village Hall on Wednesday, February 18th, at 7.30pm; all 
are welcome.
JUNIOR DISCO: There is a junior disco on Friday, 
February 27th, at the village hall from 6.30pm to 8pm. 
There will be dancing, refreshments and glitter tattoos on 
offer. The cost is £1 and proceeds go to the village hall.
WI MEETING: The next meeting of Aycliffe Village 
WI is on Wednesday, February 25th, at the village hall 
when Sue Fox gives a talk on Inspiring Women For 100 
Years, as this year is the centenary of the WI movement. 
The challenge is for Crafted or Baked Sweethearts. The 
meeting starts at 7.30pm. For more information, call Sue 
on 07775-680804.
PACT MEETING: The neighbourhood policing team 
will be at Aycliffe Village Hall on Saturday, February 
28th, from 11am to noon, to answer any concerns from 
residents about local issues.

Aycliffe Village News
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VEHICLE BODY REPAIRS
RESPRAYS - RESTORATION - MOTOR CYCLES - PLASTIC WELDING

Replacement Panels & Lights
Touch Up Paints

Interior and Exterior Customising
Aerosols and Paint mixed to order

From a Scratch to a Respray,
for a quality and affordable job contact Neil

01325 319199 - 07971 435308
Unit E463/2 Woodham Road DL5 6HT -  www.spraybody.co.uk

VEHICLE BODY REPAIRS

INSURANCEQUOTES
FREE

ESTIMATES

J&C COACHES
presents

Stunning Yorkshire
Dales Tour
Saturday 24th April 2015
£14 adult, £12.50 child
Locations: Richmond, Leyburn,
Aysgarth Falls & Hawes

Bamburgh, Seahouses
& Holy Island Day Trip
Saturday 27th June 2015
£25 adult, £20 child

Oklahoma!
Newcastle Theatre Royal
Wednesday 24th June 2015
£52.50 inc. show ticket & coach travel
Show Starts 7.30pm

Book early to avoid disappointment

TEL: 01325 312705
Office hours: 9.30am to 4pm weekdays
www.jandccoachesltd.co.uk
www.facebook.com/jandccoaches.newtonaycliffe

GREAT AYCLIFFE TOWN COUNCIL

MAYOR’S CHARITY
CIVIC BALL

REDWORTH HALL HOTEL, REDWORTH
FRIDAY, 20th FEBRUARY 2015

Reception - 7.00 p.m. for 7.30 p.m. Dinner
Entertainment from ‘Dave Lynn’

and Dance Music from ‘John Melvin’ until 12 Midnight

TICKETS : £28.00
To include: Reception Drinks / Dinner / Entertainment 

and Dancing

        Dress Code: 
Evening Dresses : Dinner Jackets / Lounge Suits

In aid of the Mayor’s nominated Charities:
‘Cruse Bereavement Care’ and ‘Durham County School 

Benevolent Fund’

 Tickets available from
The Mayor’s Secretary, Great Aycliffe Town Council, 

School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe. DL5 6QF
Cheques made payable to “Great Aycliffe Town Council”

Aycliffe Day Nursery 
Monday to Friday: 7am to 
7pm Ring Jane on 07761 
818514
Aycliffe Spiritualist 
Church: Monday: 7pm to 
9pm Contact Alan 07947 
869910
Young People’s Football 
Class: Tuesdays by 6 week 
sessions: Contact Dale 
07411 009487
Art Class: Tuesday: 1pm to 
3pm: Contact Andy 0191-
3732485
Tai Chi Class: Tuesday: 
6-45pm to 8pm: Contact 
Brett 01325-320239 
evenings
PK All Stars Youth Club: 
Saturday: 10-30am to 
12noon: alternative weeks 
started 31st January. 
For all other bookings such 
as Birthday Parties please 
ring Ron on 07749 236853 
at any time.

WHAT’S 
ON AT THE 

AGNEW

The fi rst Messy Church of 
2015 will be on February 
14th @ 4pm and of course 
we will be celebrating 
LOVE. 
St. Clare’s Church 
welcomes all families with 
young children to come and 
join them for lots of fun, 
craft activities based around 
the theme of transforming 
Love. 
We begin @ 3.45pm with 
registration, then all join 
together to fi nd out the 
focus of the afternoon. 
After a short informal story/

song/prayer we encourage 
families to explore the 
activities together until 
5pm when tea is served. 
Warming soup with love 
hearts for everyone and 
of course the absolutely 
essential cakes!
Please come along, begin 
the year trying something 
new and meet lots of new 
friends. Messy Church 
welcomes you all.
There will be an offertory 
collection box for the 
afternoon. Contact is Helen 
on 01325 319002.

Messy Church on 
Valentine’s Day

Dear Sir, 
The people of Aycliffe had 
an East Coast mainline 
railway station which 

was closed in 1953, but 
the main line still runs 
through the village. 
If we re-open this station 
local people could access 
educational opportunities 
and the jobs market in 
Durham, Chester-le-
Street, and Newcastle 
much more quickly by 
rail. 
To this end I have 
launched a petition on 
the campaign website 
“www.38degrees” calling 
on The Ministry of 
Transport and Network 
Rail to re open the station 
at Aycliffe for local trains 
to stop there. 
Trains travel from 
Darlington calling at 
Chester-le-Street and on 
to Newcastle from early 
in the morning to late at 
night. Couldn’t that same 
local services stop at 
Aycliffe? When railways 
were nationalised Aycliffe 
Station was designated 
for closure and this was a 
mistake. 
Was any account taken 
of the increased demand 
created by the new town? 
Network Rail manage 
the through-put of faster 
trains around the Chester 
le Street service. Why 
can’t they do the same 
for Aycliffe? The current 
station for Newton 
Aycliffe is only on the 
Darlington to Bishop 
Auckland branch line. 
Please sign the petition on 

PETITION TO RE-OPEN MAIN 
LINE RAILWAY STATION

For a number of years the 
Rotary Club of Newton 
Aycliffe have offered a free 
Residential Youth Leadership 
Course to youngsters in the 
town aged from 16 - 20 years 
old.
Those fortunate enough to 
be selected have benefi tted 
enormously and returned 
more able people, stimulated 
and better prepared to face 
their careers. 

Some, equipped with new 
confi dence and skills have 
gone on to bigger and greater 
things, achieving high posts 
in their chosen profession. 
The Rotary Club funds the 
course which includes team 
building, and adventure 
training at Hebdon Bridge 
from August 3rd to 7th, 2015.
Two young people will be 
chosen for the course and 
applications close on 31st 

ROTARY CLUB OFFERS TWO FREE 
PLACES ON LEADERSHIP COURSE

March. To be in with a chance 
ask for an application form 
from: denise.margaret@
hotmail.co.uk or collect from 
Newton News offi ces.

• Durham County Council’s 20mph-near-schools policy is proving 
controversial: bit.ly/DCC20mph  
• @DurhamCouncil competition for National Libraries Day this 
Saturday – bit.ly/DCnld15
• DCC to review County Durham’s Visitor Economy: bit.ly/
DCCTourismReview  
• The Council’s role in major emergencies – fascinating: bit.ly/
DCCemergencies  
• Check out the weather on @DurhamCouncil’s live road weather 
station cameras: bit.ly/DCCweathercameras  
• DCC is to end its Exercise Referral Scheme in March: bit.ly/
DCCers 
• DCC Mental Health Action Plan briefi ng note: bit.ly/DCCMH6  
• ‘Your Sport Your Patch’ DCC activities for school students on 
their half-term – Junior Wildcats, under-16 cricket, indoor netball: 
bit.ly/DCCysyp 
• Could your business deal with an emergency?   Get business 
continuity advice & training: bit.ly/DCCbusinesscontinuity 
• The School Aycliffe Solar Farm planning application 
(DM/14/03879/FPA) has now been submitted: bit.ly/SAsolarfarm 
• Get the latest news about the #CountyDurham economy from 
@_BusinessDurham direct to your email.  bit.ly/1Hb5HmO 
• If you run a voluntary/community children’s group, you and your 
helpers need the cavos.org.uk/never-do-nothing/ safeguarding 
training – free until end of February.  Phone 01388 811115 
• If you run a voluntary/community children’s group, you can get 
free training in using social media until the end of March: bit.ly/
cavostraining. Phone 01388 811115.
• If you are in the voluntary/community sector, why haven’t you 
signed up for the @durhamvoice newsletter?  www.durhamvoice.
org.uk/  
• The Bike4Life programme offers weekly keep-fi t bike rides 
– and can lend you a bike and helmet.  Every Monday, 10am-
12noon, leaving from the PCP.  Just turn up or phone 03000 266 
555.
• Latest ‘Moving On’ young person’s homelessness service 
newsletter: bit.ly/MovingOnNews
• Scam parcel warning: bit.ly/DCscam democracy. durham.gov.
uk/documents/s46458/Cabinet 20mph report.pdf

The bit.ly links are shortened weblinks; type them into 
your browser to go to the relevant webpages

COUNTY NEWSBITS
compiled by County Councillor John Clare

line.
Nigel F. Boddy, Solicitor 
formerly of Boddy 
Thomas and Pacitto and 
Blackett Hart and Pratt
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Calling All Town 
Organisations,

Groups and Clubs
CLAIM YOUR 

FREE WEB PAGE
Send your details for placement 
on the Newton News website

Newton News is asking all local organisations, groups and clubs to 
send your details. The website gives comprehensive information 
relating to Newton Aycliffe and the immediate area and we would like 
to make sure that the information we have is correct and up-to-date.
This will help you to recruit more members and promote yourself to 
a wider audience. You may include as much information about your 
club, group or service FREE OF CHARGE.
Each club/group will be given their own dedicated page on the Newton 
News website, so send your details, attach photos, video footage, or 
any other information you would like, to promote your club.

(Please use BLOCK CAPITALS)
email the following details to paul@newtonnews.co.uk

Name of Organisation ...........................................................................

Contact Name .......................................................................................

Contact Telephone ................................................................................

Contact Email ........................................................................................

Website Address ....................................................................................

Meeting Day ..........................................................................................

Meeting Time ........................................................................................

Meeting Venue & Address ...................................................................

...............................................................................................................

Brief description of Activities ................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................
(Please use a separate sheet if required)

or hand your completed form in at our agents:
YOUNGS NEWSAGENTS (Beveridge Way)

WALKERS BUTCHERS (Simpasture)
NEWTON PRESS OFFICES (on the Business Park)

For further information on Newton News website 
or if you would like a basic website designing,

please contact Paul on 01325 300212
or email paul@newtonnews.co.uk

NOW OPEN IN NEWTON AYCLIFFE
TELEPHONE: 01325  324689

Middridge Road (formerly Bluebell Garden Centre)

Newton Aycliffe DL5 7JQ

Dear Sir
I have donated from the 
Community Kitty the 
following amounts: 
Newton Aycliffe Young 
Eagles - £400,  NAJFC 
Under 8’s Team - £350 and 
£300 to The Cubby.
Fundraising underway now 

Honest John Donates Another £1000

Sam Robinson, Thomas Burns, Amber Dolby and Millie Greener

Four Year 11 students (pictured above) from Greenfi eld Community College have 
volunteered to help with the town’s Neighbourhood Plan and will sit on one of the 
specialist groups discussing the future of Newton Aycliffe. 
These young people will be attending the Open Morning on Saturday 21st February where 
adult volunteers from our community willing to sit on sub groups will meet to hear how 
the next stage of Great Aycliffe’s Neighbourhood Plan will develop.

Greenfield Students to Help 
with Neighbourhood Planfor the town’s Under 13’s 

Girls Football Team.
We are grateful for the 
support from Newtonians 
and  in addition to bric-a-
brac request donations of 
good clean clothing and 
brass items.
May I thank Syd Howarth 

of Newton Press, Jan 
of Cosy Kitchen and 
Liane and Lesley from 
DISC for their time and 
understanding in attempting 
to fi nd me alternative 
accommodation.
Honest John 
(still open until October) A great start to 2015 

with our Annual General 
Meeting where members 
enjoyed a Fish and Chip 
Supper and then asked to 
vote for the President of 
Newton Aycliffe WI for  
next year, when we elected 
Lyn Swift. Our speaker 
for the evening was Tina 
Bickerdike from Durham 
County Federation who 
enlightened members how 
WI is moving forward as 
we celebrate 100 years. 
It was of interest to new 
members as to how WI is 
involved in a number of 
issues. 
Newton Aycliffe WI thanks 
“Honest John” for his kind 
donation which was much 
appreciated and members 
were asked to look in their 
closets and cupboards to 
see if they had any clothing 
or bric-a-brac for Honest 
John’s stall to help others 
in the community. 
Our next meeting will be 
held at St Clare’s Church 
Hall on Tuesday 10th 
February 7pm for 7.15 
start. We welcome old 
and new members and for 
further information please 
contact Lyn  on 314805.

Newton 
Aycliffe 

Women’s
Institute

A proposal to apply a 
small increase to the police 
element (precept) of Council 
Tax has been supported 
by the Durham Police and 
Crime Panel, at the Panel’s 
meeting this week.
Ron Hogg, Durham’s Police 
and Crime Commissioner, 
sought views from residents 
about the proposed precept 
increase, as part of his 
annual consultation, at 
events in shopping centres 
and community meetings, 
online and by telephone 
throughout January.
Residents who gave their 
views overwhelmingly 
agreed in favour of paying a 
small increase in the police 
element of the Council Tax, 
from April 2015.
An increase of 1.98% to 
the amount of Council Tax 
which goes to the police 
service will raise around 
£0.5m per year, and keep 
the equivalent of at least 10 
police offi cers on the streets.
Mr Hogg said: “In the 
face of austerity and the 
ongoing Government cuts 

to police budgets, I am very 
conscious of the challenge 
that people face in terms of 
their household fi nances.
“I have taken residents’ 
views from the consultation 
into account. I am committed 
to ensuring that the police 
have the resources they 
need to continue to provide 
an excellent service to the 
public.”
For an individual household, 
this equates to just £2.11 
over the year, or 4p a week 
for the average house in 
Band A.
Mr Hogg continues to 
monitor the work Durham 
Constabulary has undertaken 
to increase value for money 
and to protect community 
policing.
Members of the public can 
still give their views on 
Mr Hogg’s draft Police & 
Crime Plan 2015-17, via his 
website at: www.durham-
pcc.gov.uk, by Facebook or 
Twitter (search for Durham 
PCC), or by telephone on: 
03000 264631, before 15th 
February 2015.

Support for Increase 
in Police Budget

This month we celebrate 
Dignity Action Day, which 
is all about upholding 
people’s rights to dignity 
in care. As the population 
ages, this issue has never 
been more important.
For instance, did you 
know that an estimated 
45% of adults over state 
pension age are affected 
by disability and there are 
an astonishing 6.5 million 
carers in the UK?
Carers are devoted to their 
loved ones, a sentiment 
refl ected in our own survey, 
which found that 80% of 
carers put the health of 
their loved ones ahead of 
their own and a further 
60% saying that a lack of 

Respite Lifeline for Carers
time away from caring 
leads them to feelings of 
depression. That’s why, for 
people giving and receiving 
care alike, regular respite is 
an absolute lifeline.
I work for Revitalise, 
a national charity that 
provides respite breaks in 
a holiday environment for 
disabled people and carers, 
including people living with 
Alzheimer’s and dementia. 
We passionately believe 
that everybody deserves a 
break and that the care we 
give to each individual we 
support should be as unique 
as they are.
We simply wouldn’t be 
able to continue providing 
a respite lifeline for 

disabled people and carers 
without the help of our 
amazing supporters, whose 
generosity enables us to 
turn the hope of a break into 
a reality. To fi nd out more 
about our breaks - including 
our specialist Alzheimer’s 
Weeks - and for ways to 
support us, please visit 
www.revitalise.org.uk or 
call 0303 303 0147.
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THE

REDWORTH HALL
HOTEL

COUNTY DURHAM

More than just membership
join today and receive a free beauty package (worth £70)
Start your membership at Redworth Hall Hotel Club 
& Spa today from only £42 per month and receive 
a whole host of exclusive members’ only benefi ts. 
This month we’re rewarding all new members with 
a free beauty package, inlcuding a complimentary 
treatment and gift (worth £70).

At The Hotel Collections Health & Leisure Clubs, our 
core focus is on providing the very highest levels of 
service and support to every one of our members.

Facilities
• Fitness suite with the latest Technogym equipment

• 14 metre indoor swimming pool

• Sauna and steam room

• A wide variety of aerobic classes

• Outdoor tennis courts

• Jacuzzi  • Beauty rooms  • Hair salon

To reserve your membership call 01388 770649
or visit thehotelcollectiongym.co.uk/redworth

Redworth Hall Hotel
Redworth, County Durham DL5 6NL

Email:
redworthleisure@TheHotelCollection.co.uk

/RedworthHallHotel @RedworthHall

• 20% Discount on Accommodation

• 15% Food & Beverage Discount

• 20% Discount on Beauty
Treatments

• 3 Complimentary Passes on
Joining

• Complimentary Induction &
Leisure Programme

• Priority Promotions

• 5% Discount on Private Dining
Functions

• Guest use of all Hotel Leisure
Clubs

• 3 Complimentary Personal
Training Sessions

• Special Accommodation Rates on
Sunday Evenings

Sedgefi eld Water Polo Club 
based at Newton Aycliffe 
Leisure Centre travelled 
to Eckington for the City 
of Sheffi eld Under 13 
Tournament. Sedgefi eld 
sent two teams, one for the 
deep end tournament and a 
young team for the shallow 
end tournament.
Sedgefi eld dominated 
the deep end tournament 
winning all 4 of their group 
games, then defeating the 
home team Sheffi eld 6-1 
in the semi fi nal. In the 
fi nal once again at this age 
Sedgefi eld were up against 
Rotherham and again 
Sedgefi eld’s tight defence 
and swift counter attack 
play took them to victory 
5-2.
In the younger one’s 
tournament they won all 
4 group games but lost 
controversially in the 

semi fi nal 3-2 to Tyldsley 
from Manchester, but they 
clinched third place with 
a 4-1 win against Royton 
from Manchester.
The Sedgefi eld squad was 
Jake and Isaac Mendelson 
Mendelson, Haydn 
Craggs, Niall Coulthard, 
Kate Harrison, Daniel 
Millington, Hollie Turnbull, 
Crystal Elliot, Jessica 

Webb, Katy Fenton, Kes 
and Charlie Mcewan, Ben 
and Kyle Alderson, Joseph 
and Isaac Boys, Bartosz 
Czajczynska and Mathew 
Taylor.
Sedgefi eld would like to 
thank the local GAMP 
for £900 towards new 
equipment and especially 
Peter Garrod for all his help 
and support.

 WATER POLO CLUB IN 
SHEFFIELD TOURNAMENT

Newton Aycliffe Youth FC, 
an FA Charter Standard 
Community Club, are 
continually improving the 
skills of their volunteer 
coaches. In conjunction with 
Durham FA, 14 volunteer 
coaches from the club 
attended a Youth Module 1 
course throughout January. 
This course is aimed 
specifi cally at coaches 
working with the 5-16 yr 
old. Head Coach Mick Hay 
commented, “This course 
gave us the tools and skills 
to coach children of all ages 
and differing abilities. The 
children want coaching 
sessions that are fun and 
enjoyable and this course 
has given us lots of new 
ideas”. 
A fi nal thank you from 
everyone at the football club 
to GAMP for awarding us a 
grant to fund this course. 
For information on the club 
ring Berni 07939 045242 
or check out our website: 
www.naycafc.co.uk

Aycliffe Coaches on F.A. Course

Youngsters in Newton Aycliffe 
can fi ll up the fi rst half-term break 
of the year with a range of sports 
organised by Durham County 
Council.
The “Your Sport Your Patch” 
activities on offer (Monday 16 
February to Friday 20 February) 
include a junior training camp with 
the Durham Wildcats basketball 
team, cricket, netball and football.
In addition to these open events 
there is also a one-day Durham 
Doorstep Clubs Sports Festival 
at Spennymoor Leisure Centre. 
It follows the success of the 
inaugural festival last year where 
60 invited youngsters got the 
chance to take part in a range of 
sports that otherwise may have not 
been available to them.

Half-term Sport for Young People
The activities range from volleyball 
and dodgeball to street soccer and 
dance. It has been organised by 
Durham County Council’s culture 
and sport team in partnership with 
the One Point Youth Service. 
John Walker, sports development 
project offi cer, said:  “Festivals  
like the Doorstep Club Festival 
give young people from 
disadvantaged communities the 
chance to take part in a variety of 
physical activities and help with 
motivation and confi dence to 
continue being active.
“We are also delighted to 
encourage other young people 
to be active during the half-term 
holidays with other events we have 
arranged.”
The events are:

Aycliffe Running Club held 
their presentation night at the 
RAFA Club last Saturday and a 
good night was had by all.
After the usual pies and peas 
etc. the presentation got 
underway.
2014 was such a successful 
year for the club, with so 
many athletes improving, there 
must have been some diffi cult 
decisions for the awards 
committee to make, but they 
eventually came up with the 
following result.
3 mile handicap winner -  
Michelle Dixon   3 mile male 
handicap winner Martyn Knox 
Club championship male  - Dez 
Fielden       Club championship 
female – Sandra Collins
Most improved – Michelle 
Dixon                  Best newcomer 
– Dave Blewitt
Male athlete of the year – Dez 
Fielden         Female athlete the 
year – Kelly Smith
Finally, the Rob Niven trophy 
was given to John Young. This 
award is given to the person 
who has done most for the club 
and I am sure most people will 
agree it was well deserved.                
Earlier on the same day 
two athletes from the club 

competed in the NEHL cross-
country meeting at Jarrow.
Martyn Knox crossed the line 
fi rst, 258th in 45:10, followed 
by Colin Gibson, 404th in 
51:56.
In the sixth event in the 
Stockton Winter Trail Races 
series over 5k, John Surtees 
made the most of being the 
only representative from the 
club. John stormed round the 
course in 19:59, fi nishing in 6th 

Aycliffe Running Club News

Monday 16 February:  Newton 
Aycliffe Leisure Centre - Durham 
Wildcats Junior Training Camps 
(10am-4pm).
Tuesday 17 February: Spennymoor 
Leisure Centre - Doorstep Clubs 
Sports Festival (11am -5pm).
Wednesday 18 February: 
Spennymoor Leisure Centre - 
Open Indoor Under-16 Football 
Tournament (2pm -5pm).
Thursday 19 February: Newton 
Aycliffe Leisure Centre - Open 
Under- 16 Indoor Cricket 
Competition (10am -5pm).
Friday 20 February: Newton 
Aycliffe Leisure Centre - Girls 
Open Indoor Netball Tournament 
(10am-4.30pm).
Places available by calling John 
Walker on 03000 266 751.

position out of 179 runners.
Why not join us in our circuit 
training sessions every Tuesday 
from 6-7pm. Non-members 
welcome.
For more information about 
Aycliffe Running Club and 
their training sessions visit 
ayclifferunningclub.org.uk        

St Clare’s Church FEEL 
GOOD FILM SHOWS 
on Tuesday 10th February 
will feature the next in 
our season of Doris Day 
movies, “A TOUCH OF 
MINK”.   This time she 
stars with Cary Grant in a 
romantic romp which takes 
us back to the 1960’s.  
It’s all about romance and 
seduction and still keeps 
an innocence that today’s 
fi lms have lost.  Loads of 
laughs, designed to lift you 
out of the winter blues.  Tea 
and coffee served at 1pm, 
included in the £2.  
The fi lm starts at 1-15pm.  
A variety of chairs are 
set out for your comfort, 
and tables too so you can 
bring a spot of lunch to eat.  
EVERYONE IS MOST 
WELCOME to join us and 
watch this pure feel good 
fi lm in friendly company.  
Further details from Ric 
Hargreaves   01325 316755

Film Show

Friends of Byerley Park 
Local Nature Reserve are 
meeting on Monday 9th 
February at Greenfi eld 
Arts Centre at 6.30pm to 
discuss the management of 
the nature reserve and ideas 
how to best promote the 
group and activities. 
Anyone with an interest in 
the reserve are welcome 
to come along. More 
information is available by 
contacting the secretary on 
0777 9090 842.

Friends Discuss 
Byerley Park

Nature Reserve
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For all your print
 requirements
 contact your 
local printer

NEWTON PRESS
01325 300212

VALLEY
WROUGHT IRON

High Quality Gates, Wall
Railings & Garden Fences

Free Estimates and Advice
Experienced Tradesmen

Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Contact Stephen on
07976 554046 anytime

E: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www. valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Iron / Steel

Remember to tell 
the advertiser you 
found them in the 

Newton News

Gardening

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work

Patios, blockpaving specialist
HedgesFencing, Decking & 

Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432

Mobile: 07765 374 905

MARTIN SHIRES garden 
Landscaping Services Block 
Paving Specialists. Fencing, 
Decking, Patios, Walls, 
Turfi ng, Hedges. Quality 
guaranteed work. Tel 321 891
HIGHSIDE Road Nursery 
Heighington. Fencing Panels:  
from £14. Trellis from £8. Tel 
316487 or 07956 461 734
ALPINE LANDSCAPES. 
Patios, Driveways, Fencing, 
Decking, Gravel, Turfi ng, 
Walls. All work guaranteed. 
20 years experience, est 10 
years, professional advice. 
www.alpinelandscapes.co.uk - 
contact Alan on 01325 788116 
or 07974 710 351
TREE SURGERY, STUMP 
GRINDING & HEDGES. 
Fully Insured & Qualifi ed. Call 
Crossland Tree Services 01325 
377 755
GARDEN Clearances, clear 
that garden ready for spring - 
Licenced Waste Carrier-give us 
a call on 01325 318269 or visit: 
www.espropertyservices.co.uk
O R G A N I C  m u s h r o o m 
compos t ,  ma ture  ro t t ed , 
sterlizer, nitrogen rich fertilizer, 
excellent for clay or poor soil, 
sealed King size bags £5, free 
delivery on 4 bags or more, 
8am-8pm, 7 days a week 07453 
532548

ANDREWSANDREWS
Landscaping and Gardening Services

Fencing, Patios,
Turfing, Walling, 

Ironwork, Decking,
Grass Cutting,
Maintenance,

Gravelling etc.
All work guaranteed

07817 54367707817 543677
andrews_d_landscaping@hotmail.com

LANDSCAPE & BLOCKPAVING 
SPECIALISTS

GARY O’CONNORGARY O’CONNOR
•  Driveways  •  Patios  •  Paving

•  Walling  •  Fencing  •  More
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE WITH VERY 

COMPETITIVE RATES CALL GARY ON

01325 320 26701325 320 267
07866 561 34007866 561 340

Decorating

G. CROSSEN
PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07976 555965
Time Served  -  C&G  -  Established 15 yrs

ABC TILING
Ceramic, Natural Stone and 

Porcelain Wall and Floor Tiles
for Bathrooms, Kitchens,

Conservatories, Porches and 
Wetrooms - Free Estimates

Bathroom Fitting Service

01325 316696
07929 555 326

Website: www.abctiling.co.uk

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator

Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate
01325 483 697

or 07745 037 754

P & B HOME SERVICESP & B HOME SERVICES
Painting &  DecoratingPainting &  Decorating

TELEPHONE: 01325 308483TELEPHONE: 01325 308483
MOBILE TEL: 07799 166 555MOBILE TEL: 07799 166 555

DRAGON DECORATORS All aspects of interior & exterior 
decorating, including children’s artwork. Over 20yrs experience. 
No job too small, free estimates. Tel 319371 or 07952 364 426
A&T TILING Wall and floor tiling, professional service at 
competitive rates. Free estimates. Tony 07858 755 437
PAINTER & Decorator, over 30 years experience, free estimates. 
Tel Steve Pearson on 319862 or 07896 917 880
C.A. PLASTERERS all plastering work, artex skimmed, small 
jobs, free estimates, 01388 721 206
A.N. PLASTERING Over 10 years experience. All aspects 
of plastering; artexing, skimming, rendering, dry-lining, lime 
plastering. Call Adam Norman on Mobile 07706 467 954 or 
Home 01325 789676
SC PLASTERING All aspects of plastering work undertaken. 
Artex cover up, skimming, rendering. Call Sam for friendly 
advice and free quote on 07825 650 437 or 01325 304 464
TIME SERVED decorator, basic tidy ups from £30, full rooms 
from £60, baby nursery specialists. Tel 07500 142351Foster Joinery Services

All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

From inside the home: Doors, Hardwood and Laminate 
Flooring, Skirting and Architrave, Staircases and 

revamping what you already have, Loft entrances and 
Loft Ladders.

To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.
Also Plastering Tiling and Bathroom fitting.
No job too small - Can supply all materials

Just ring 07748 967 374 for a FREE quote

CONTACT 
NEWTON NEWS

ON 
01325 300212

H&H JOINERY
& PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE
All aspects of Joinery Work,

Kitchen Fitting and
General Maintenance

10% Discount for OAPs

Tel: 01325 317172
Mobile:  07769 903173

ABC Joinery
• Kitchens • Bedrooms •
• Laminate Flooring •

• Staircases • Doors/Fencing •
All Joinery Work Undertaken

Time Served Tradesman
Quality Work Guaranteed

01325 31668301325 316683
Mobile: 07950 681195Mobile: 07950 681195

C SMILLIE
Joinery & Decorating

Established 1984                           Time Served
Hard/Softwood Windows

uPVC Doors/Windows
Interior/Exterior Doors

Fitted Wardrobes and Kitchens
Ceramic Tiling, Spindle Staircases

312024  after 6pm

Joinery

LAMBTON JOINERY 
Kitchen and bedrooms fitted, 
doors, skirting, dado rails, 
laminate floors, general 
joinery. No job too small. Call 
for free estimates. Tel 07858 
755 437

Imperial
Joinery
(Member of the
Institute of Carpenters)

For all Property 
Improvements

Internal & External Doors Wardrobes
Replacement Kitchen Doors/Worktops

PVCu Doors and Windows
Skirting, Staircase Spindles,
Kitchen/Bedroom Units Fitted

Free Surveys and Estimates
Call John

Tel: 01325 317929
Mobile 07771 571 284

For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338
waterways@talktalk.net

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs    Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes    Power Flushing

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

Plumbing

BA Plumbing & Tiling Services
“From a Drip to a Full Bathroom Refit”

No Job Too Small - Free Estimates
Bathrooms supplied and fitted from £500
Emergency Call Outs - No Call Out Charge

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

CALL BRIAN
01325 320798 or 07903 834523

For all Plumbing needs call MARK 07949 018018

• Full Bathroom Installation Service • Toilets/Water Tanks
• Burst Pipes, Blockages and Leaks • Kitchen Sinks and Taps
Anything at all . . . Give me a call, No Job Too Small

Fast, Friendly and Reliable Service
No job too small - All work sensibly priced
24 hour emergency call out with no call out fee
All Work Fully Guaranteed - Normally Same Day Service

GRANGE PLUMBING SERVICES

ACORNACORN
PLUMBING & HEATING

Central Heating
Boiler Conversions
Bathroom Suites
General Plumbing
No Job Too Small

Tel: 316985 or 320409
Mobile: 07798 860593

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596

Mobile 07931 591381

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs
Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing
Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

Time served tradesman, over 40 years experience

W. HEATHCOTE
PLUMBING & HEATING

Servicing and Repairs

Call Out Service   -   Landlord Certificates
Boiler Installations, up to 10 years warranty on boilers

Heating Systems, Bathrooms Refurbished,
Power Flushing, All Aspects of Plumbing Work

Telephone: 01325 307052
Mobile: 07595 051717

Website: www.wheathcote.com
Fully

Insured

• Boiler Installation Specialist

• Boilers with a 7 or 10 year
warranty

• Central Heating Installations

• Power Flushing

• Gas Cooker Installations

ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING AND HEATING
For a Friendly, Reliable Service

and a Free Estimate Call Liam on

07792 28612207792 286122
01325 492630

Brushstrokes
Decorators

FREE QUOTES
Any interior/exterior work get

50% off next job (within 12months)
Front/Rear gutters & fascias 

cleaned from £60.00

Tel: 01325 312953
Mobile: 07587 140912

All aspects of
gardening & fencing

undertaken

Call for a quote
07854 684712

DLR FENCING

Driving School

Jacks Driving SchoolJacks Driving School
Fully Qualified High Grade Instructors

TRAILER/CARAVAN TRAINING ALSO AVAILABLE
Helping you to relax, enjoy and build confidence

Excellent first time pass rate - Block booking offers

Jack: 07949 195 184
Mally: 07840 978 984
Dave: 07708 549 788

Special offer: First 5 hours £80 - www.jacksdrivingschool.co.uk

BEAUMONT
LANDSCAPES AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE
Grass Cutting Patios
Hedge Cutting Paving/Driveways
Tree Pruning Planting Schemes
Garden Clearance Lawn Treatment
Turfing / Seeding Winter Salt Sales

Cost Effective Winter Rates
Telephone: 01325 301379
Beaumont House, Groat Drive, Aycliffe Business Park

STEVE WHITEHEAD
All aspects of Joinery and Glazing Services Covered
Established 30 years

We will beat any like for like quotation
No Job Too Small
01325 333280 / 07836 355139

Plumbing - Heating Engineer
and Joinery Services

24 HOUR CALL OUT

Tel: 01325 313933
Mob: 07821 546401

or 07731 372210

A.J. WARDA.J. WARD

FIRST STOP DECOR
Est. 1988 - Family Run Business

•  Domestic, Commercial, Industrial •  Free Quotes
•  Interior and Exterior •  No Job Too Small

•  Very Competitive Rates, Fully Insured
Let your first choice be the right choice 

FIRST STOP DECOR
NOW SUPPLYING DESIGNER WALLCOVERINGSNOW SUPPLYING DESIGNER WALLCOVERINGS
Dulux, Classic Decor, Crown, Graham & BrownDulux, Classic Decor, Crown, Graham & Brown

Website: www.firststopdecor.com
Email: gerry@firststopdecor.com

01325 301633 - 07960 913401

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

Tel: 01325 312345
30 Year Old Family Run Business

BOILER & FULL SYSTEM BOILER & FULL SYSTEM 
REPLACEMENTSREPLACEMENTS

No Deposit, 12 months Interest Free
or Monthly Payments over longer term

St. Cuthberts House
Block 1, Ground Floor
Durham Way North
Aycliffe Business Park
Co. Durham DL5 6DL
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Remember to tell 

the advertiser you 

saw them in the 

Newton News

StainStainKleenKleen
Professional Cleaning Services for Carpets, Rugs, Upholstery
THE LATEST, FASTEST, DRYER, CLEANING MACHINE

Leather Cleaning - Fully Insured

Tel Paul on 01325 493003
Mobile: 07817 573 604 - Web: www.stainkleen.co.uk

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE REPAIRS

ALL MAKES OF WASHERS
TUMBLERS, MICROWAVES
DISHWASHERS
VACUUM CLEANERS
FRIDGE/FREEZERS
COOKERS
* Free Estimates
* No Call Out Charge
* Appliances Plumbed in

Telephone:  321756

Home Services

The Small Works
Tiling, Plastering
Laminate Flooring
Bathroom Installations
Painting, Landscaping
Fencing, Turfing
and more, just call.
No job too small!

Handyman Services
Call Tim on

01325 321405
07734 357789

“One Call Solves Them All”

01388 778556

Phoenix Carpet Cleaners
Bringing new life to your carpets and upholstery
Fully insured & CRB checked
Stain removal
NHS staff discount
Reliable and efficient
Domestic and commercial
A high quality 7 day service
Your local member of the National
Carpet Cleaners Association

www.phoenixcarpetcleaners.co.uk

M 07733 804870
T  01325 281597

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES
• Carpets • Upholstery

• Leather Care
• Drives • Paths • Patios

• Decking
• Guttering Cleared

Domestic & Commercial
End of Tenancy Cleans

Equipment for Hire
Fully Insured

01325 327 087
or 07895 697 115

CARPET FITTER and vinyl 
fl ooring specialist. Contact 
Richard  on  07946 435 177
JUBILEE Cleaning Services. 
Daily, weekly, one offs and 
Spring cleans. CRB checked. 
01388 775562, 07950 210967
CARPETS Fitted and refi tted 
by time served fi tter. Call Paul 
on 07985 350188 or 317928
EVERCLEAN Domestic 
Cleaning and Ironing Service. 
Office cleans, End of tenancy 
cleans. Please contact Susan 
on 01325 789618 or 07584 
288821
ANDREW ROBSON Carpet, 
Upholstery and Leather 
Cleaning. Free estimates, 20 
years experience. Mobile: 
07527 456 088
LIZ’S IRONING, free 
collection and drop off next 
day. Smoke free home. Tel. 324 
978 or 07866 265 829
CLEANING ANGELS 
Weekly domestic cleaning 
to meet your needs. End of 
tenancy, after party and offi ce 
cleaning, ironing service 
available. Competitive rates. 
Contact Angela 07518 798595 
or Natalie 07999 454063

DO YOU NEED A 
POP UP BANNER

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR CLUB OR 
ORGANISATION?

Prices from £80.00
Contact: Newton Press

01325 300212

Aerial Installations

WOODHAM
REMOVALS
01325 313352
07547 433801

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN

Light Removals
Waste Disposal

01388 818286
07914 032280

ACORN REMOVALS Full 
house, part load or single items, 
local and national, Storage 
available. Tel: 300 557 or 0777 
989 0006 www.acorn-removals.
com
“U” STORE Aycliffe Business 
Park. Domestic and Industrial 
storage. Open 6 days a week. 
Large and small containers. Tel 
01325  317716, 07850 646 355
MOVING A THING? Call Phil 
from £13ph. 321 084 or 07596 
179 859

Removals

JPS Domesti c
Appliance Repairs

07789 127923
01325 320747

All makes of Washing Machines,
Tumble Dryers, Dish Washers,

Electric Cookers, Ovens and Hobs

Handyman Service Available

No Job Too Small

Jeff HorsleyJeff Horsley
25 years experience

Full Build of Extensions
Porches, Garages,

Garden Walls, Patios,
Concreting and Re-Pointing

FREE ESTIMATES
Guaranteed Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01325 313939Tel: 01325 313939
or or 07970 86996707970 869967

Builders

Harrison Brown
Windows and Conservatories

•• Conservatories  Conservatories •• Orangeries  Orangeries ••
•• Sun Rooms  Sun Rooms •• Porch  Porch •• UPVC Doors  UPVC Doors ••
•• Composite Doors  Composite Doors •• French Doors  French Doors ••

•• Patio Doors  Patio Doors ••

We also Supply and InstallWe also Supply and Install
UPVC Internal DoorsUPVC Internal Doors

Tel Office: 01388 777606Tel Office: 01388 777606
Tel Home: 01325 321334Tel Home: 01325 321334
Tel Mobile: 07831 664290Tel Mobile: 07831 664290

BILL LOWERY (Builder). 
Brick laying, plastering, 
joinery etc.  No job too small. 
Tel 01325 311 225

HANDYMAN &
PROPERTY REPAIRS

visit us at
www.espropertyservices.co.uk

or call Ian on

01325 318269

R.J. ROOFING
Winter Repairs to

Roofs, Gutters
and Facias

New Tiled Roofs
& Garage Roofs

TELEPHONE:
07976 393673

Roofing

JK ROOFING (Aycliffe)
Aycliffe & Surrounding Areas - From a Tile to a Full Roof

• Felt Roofs • Pointing • Dry Verge, Soffits
• Dry Ridge System • Facias, Guttering
We’ll beat any genuine quote, Free estimates:

Tel: 01325 493533
Mobile: 07596 801534

AYCLIFFE.ROOFING
Chimney Stacks - Slating - Ridge Tiles Replaced - Tiling - Flat Roofs

Pointing - UPVC Facias and Soffi ts - Guttering - Leadwork
Storm Damage - Velux Windows - Recommendations Available

For a Free Estimate Contact James Watson
01325 486099 or 07799 426110

www.1stcalljwpsroofi ng.co.uk

Suites and Chairs
New Foams & Springs
Large Pattern Range

Free Estimates & Advice

TEL: 01740 655908
After hours 01325 313584

RE-UPHOLSTERY

NEWAVE FURNITURE

Plans
HOUSE PLANS, Extensions 
and Alterations Tel: 01325 300 
646 or 07795 965 670

Including Property Maintenance
• Fuse Board Upgrades •

• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •

• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •
• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on 

01325 313282
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)

Check out our website for monthly
deals: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

S. Bambridge & Sons
Electrical Services
Domestic & Commercial

Full/Part Rewires
Extra Sockets
Lighting
Fault Finding
Periodic Inspections
New Shower/Cooker
Fuse Board Upgrades

OAP DISCOUNTS

Call Steve
M: 01325 300195
E: sparky1ste@yahoo.co.uk

All work carries a six year 
guarantee and is carried out 
by Part P qualified electrician

NEIL ELECTRICAL
Specialists in:
• Safety Inspections
• Fuse Box Installation/Repairs
• Electric Showers
• Electric Cookers
• Emergency Call Outs

Contact Neil on

07913 975189
or 01325 714016   -   www.neilelectrical.co.uk

Electrical

MILEX Electrical
Call 07552 200239

Additional Sockets,
Lights, Fault Finding,
Earthing Upgrades

SHILDON LOCKSMITHSSHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTORUPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Door
Repair

Specialist

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs
Mechanism Repair/Replacement
Door Adjustment - Door Furniture
Emergency Door Opening
90% OF PARTS IN STOCK

24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114
07748 044 808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Locksmiths

UPVC & Composite Door Multipoint Locks
Internal Doors, Window Locks, Handles

Garage Door Locks and Cables
Garden Gates, Latches, Pad Bolts

Call Phil on 07856 278438 or 01388 774107
philip.locks@gmail.com

All Supplied & Fitted
Genuine Low Prices

The Institute of Advanced Motorists 
(IAM) is warning that despite 50 
years of seat belt laws, far too many 
drivers and passengers are still putting 
themselves and others in great danger 
by not wearing them.The fi rst seat belt 
law came into force in January 1965, 
which saw all new cars in the UK 
required to have seat belt anchorage 
points on the outer front seats – and 

paved the way for far-reaching 
compulsory seat belt wearing laws in 
the decades after.
Statistics from the Department of 
Transport show that of the 232 car 
occupants killed in 2013 (for which 
seatbelt data was recorded), 45 were 
not wearing a seat belt – a shocking 
19%, or nearly one-fi fth.
According to Safer Roads, 2,000 
people a year are saved by wearing 
seat belts. They say in the event of an 
accident if unrestrained, you will hit the 
windscreen, or the front seat in the case 
of a rear seat passenger at a force of 30 
to 60 times your own body weight. 
The effectiveness of seat belts as a 
life saving device is without question. 
Research has found that for drivers seat 
belts are 50% effective at preventing 
fatal injuries, 45% effective at 
preventing serious injuries and 25% 
effective at preventing minor injuries.
It also found for front seat passengers, 

seat belts are 45% effective at 
preventing fatal or serious injuries, 
and 20% effective at preventing 
minor injuries. Quite apart from safety 
factors, drivers caught without a seat 
belt face on-the-spot fi nes of £100 and 
three penalty points. If prosecuted, the 
maximum fi ne is £500.
Back in 1965 all new cars sold were 
required to have seat belt anchorage 
points for the front outer seats. In 1967 
the law was changed so all new cars 
were required to have seat belts fi tted. 
In 1968, seat belts were required to be 
retro-fi tted to all cars sold from 1965.  
The biggest development in seat belt 
development came in 1983 when it 
became compulsory for front seat 
occupants to wear one. 31 January 
marked the 32nd anniversary of the 
passing of the front seat belt law in 
the UK. 
In 1989 it became compulsory for all 
children under 14 to wear a seat belt 

1 in 5 Killed in Accidents Didn’t Wear Seat Belt
in the rear, and fi nally in 1991 it was 
required that all rear seat occupants 
wear a seat belt.
After the 1983 law was passed, there 
was an immediate 25% reduction in 
driver fatalities and a 29% reduction 
in fatal injuries among front seat 
passengers.
Despite that, the 2013 statistics show 
there is still a section of the driving 
population that continues to ignore the 
law, despite it being in place for more 
than three decades.
Kevin Delaney, IAM head of road 
safety, said: “The biggest problem is 
complacency.
“Quite simply people feel it will never 
happen to them. They think if they are 
driving locally and at a low speed they 
will be OK. Statistics show that many 
accidents not only take place at low 
speeds but also within a few miles of 

home – so people are mistaken if they 
think that makes them safer.”
Although putting on a seat belt is 
habitual to many car occupants today, 
evidence from the DfT’s THINK! 
campaign has found that people are less 
likely to belt up on short or familiar 
journeys.
Kevin added: “The trouble is if 
people are not wearing a seat belt and 
fi nd themselves heading towards an 
accident, it is far too late to do anything 
about it.”
He called for continued campaigning 
by government, police and road safety 
bodies to ensure the issue of wearing 
seatbelts remains a priority message.
“We need to keep spreading the 
message particularly on rear seat belt 
use. And if people don’t take heed of 
it, they will end up as a Department of 
Transport accident statistic.”
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Tuition

ENJOY LEARNING Guitar, 
Bass or Drums at home.  Tel 
Roger 01325 321 444  - 
Friendly, Experienced, Local.
MATHS TUITION Fully 
qualified experienced Maths 
teacher available for private 
tuition for students studying 
towards GCSE or A Level 
Maths. For further details, 
please contact 07792 052473

CLASSIC WEDDING CARS 
offer a superb collection of cars 
for your special day including 
Rol l s -Royces ,  Ben t l eys , 
Jaguars, Beaufords and Daimler 
Limousines. View our cars at 
our Aycliffe showroom. www.
classic-wedding-cars.co.uk 
01325 789 291 (Aycliffe) mob 
07721 771 113.

Weddings

Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Opticians

Catering
CRAFTY CAKES For any 
occasion, cakes made and iced 
or just iced. Tel 316 084

Photography
EYE DREAM Photography 
for weddings, portrait and 
event photography. Telephone: 
07595 023 823 or  emai l 
paul@eyedreamphotography.
c o . u k  o r  v i s i t  w w w .
eyedreamphotography.co.uk
KEITH BAILEY Experienced 
photographer with BA (Hons), 
available for weddings. Your 
every need catered for with 
personal attention. Tel 07719 
592 302 for a quote.

Pets

For Appointments or 
Friendly Advice

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Contact PAUL on:
M: 07969 773 053
T: 01325 300 962

E: paul@borg9.orangehome.co.uk

Amy’s Divine Dogs
Dog Grooming
Salon in
Newton Aycliffe.
With over 8 years
of experience
grooming dogs of all breeds

Contact Amy on

07580 33033207580 330332
or visit

www.amysdivinedogs.co.uk

lllllllllll b ddddddddd

PAWS2RESCUE We urgently 
require fosterers and adopters 
for our Romanian rescue dogs. 
To find out more and to help 
this wonderful charity please 
text 07834 614659 or follow 
us on facebook paws2rescue.
DOG WALKING fully 
insured/registered - www.
fetchinghoundspetcare.co.uk 
- 07532 184869. 1 hour walk 
£8.50, ½ hour walk £5.

DONATIONS needed of Bric-
a-Brac and other good condition 
items for Newton Aycliffe good 
causes. Ring Honest John 316 
630
RSPCA North Tees & District 
cats and kittens for adoption, 
fee applies to cover 1st and 2nd 
vaccination, also neutering and 
ID chip. Please Tel 311 215

Public Notice

HARRY POTTY’S  face 
p a i n t i n g ,  b a l l o o n s  a n d 
temporary glitter tattoos. Tel 
01325 316 008 or 07756 034 
255
INASPIN ROADSHOW 
Discos for all occasions. 
Weddings, birthdays, etc. a 
speciality. State of the Art Light 
Show. Tel 01325 310 646 or 
07952 244 404
PROF.  NINCOMPOOP 
C h i l d r e n ’ s  e n t e r t a i n e r 
making bi r thday par t ies 
special .  Balloons,  magic 
and tomfoolery, midweek 
discounts. Tel Gary on 310 
646 or 07952 244 404. Website: 
www.professor-nincompoop.
com - FB Prof Nincompoop
THE BALDY DJ Karaoke/
Disco  fo r  a l l  occas ion , 
weddings, birthdays etc. Over 
35000 karaoke songs. Music 
from 1930s to present day. 
Tel 01325 321651 or 07525 
479 536
PROSTAR  Entertainment 
Disco or Karaoke for all 
occasions. (Colin and Caroline 
ex-Horndale Club). Tel 01325 
313 322 or 07976 719 047

Entertainment

Hairdressing

REPAIR SERVICE
Telephone:

01388 778 556
Reconditioned from £60

New from £100

MOBILE HAIRSTYLIST 
A friendly service for all the 
family. Tel Julie on 07801 192 
417

ALLOTMENTS for rent in 
Middridge. Contact Kathy on 
07530 899874

Property to Rent

Autos

Stigs Motor Factors
Unit 4 Whitworth Avenue

Oils, Wipers, Filters, Brakes, Clutches,
Suspension, Additives, Car Care, Bulbs,
Batteries, Anti Freeze, Bearings + more

Wiperblade, Bulb + 
Battery fi tting available

OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK

TEL: 01325 316 566

Chiropody

CHIROPODYCHIROPODY
Mr P. Oliver

BSc (Hons)  -  M.Ch.S
for a Home Visit call

01325 32012601325 320126
BVA Foundation
FREE
Confidential
Post Abortion
Counselling 
available

Telephone:
01642 616077

SAMARITANS - 13 Woodland 
Road, Darlington. We are 
here for you 24 hours a day. 
Telephone 08457 90 90 90

Personal

Available To Rent
3 bed Fewston Close - 

£500pcm 
3 bed Langdale Place -

£460pcm
£300 admin fee

Housing benefit welcome

Telephone
07540 640 591

ALL LANDLORDS
We need 2, 3, 4 bedroom houses and apartments 

in Newton Aycliffe and surrounding areas 
for our clients on our waiting list.

For further information call

PROPERTY EXCHANGE  ESTATE AGENTS
01325 778 775

ARLA registered agent

Accommodation

House To Let
3 bedroom house,

bathroom, lounge, fitted 
kitchen, good condition.

£495 per month
 

Contact Julia on
07811 345 072

or 01539 436 934

Finance

 Looking to Save
 Money on your 
 Accountancy Fees

New Business Start-Ups/Sole Traders/
Partnerships/Limited Companies

Bookkeeping/VAT/Payroll/Self-Assessment/
Financial Statements. CALL NOW for 
Competitive Prices and easy monthly 
payment terms plus FREE Accounting 

Software(optional)

Tel: 01325 954521
and ask for Graham for a free and friendly 

appointment to discuss your needs
e-mail: info@aspiregaaccounting.com

www.aspiregaaccounting.com

Sits Vacant

QUALIFIED Domestic 
Appliance Engineer required 
to repair all manufacturers 
groups including laundry, 
refridgeration and cooking. 
Please apply via email with 
CV and contact details to 
richardallsopp2014@gmail.
com. Salary dependent on skill 
set and experience (£21-£27k)
FULLY qualified driving 
instructor required to join 
small successful local team on 
a franchise basis. Will deliver 
driving instruction and project 
work at local schools and 
colleges. Contact Jack 07949 
195184
TIME FOR a change? Extra 
cash? Flexible full/part  time 
working from home- no 
qualifications needed. Open to 
finding out more info; contact 
Brittainy 07805549269.

3 BEDROOM semi-
detached house in Woodham. 
Refurbished throughout. 
Available end of February. 
£550 per month, £550 bond. 
Tel 07907 690416
3 BEDROOM semi-detached 
new build property for rent in 
old part of town. Good size 
lounge and modern kitchen 
diner. Newly fitted bathroom 
and downstairs cloaks. Off 
road parking and enclosed 
rear garden.  £550 pm.  Ring 
Rachel 07970 106393
2 BEDROOM house, 
Allington Road, £450 per 
month rent, £450 bond. Tel 
07875 916269
2 BEDROOM house in 
Shildon. Newly decorated, 
£350 per month, bond and 
references required. DSS 
accepted. Tel 07894 141553
3 BEDROOM semi detached 
house to rent. Central heating, 
enclosed garden, £450pcm. 
Tel 07974 770006

Fun & Bounce
Castle Hire

All sizes available
WE NOW HAVE FROZEN

Check out our webpage
www.funandbounce.co.uk

Call 07968 322837
for more information.

Dont delay book today!

3 Bed House To Let
in Eskdale Place

£420pcm / £96.92 per week
Fitted kitchen

Bathroom (separate shower)
Downstairs toilet
Newly decorated
Deposit required
NO ADMIN FEE

Housing benefit welcome
Pets welcome

Contact Caroline on
07871 773496

Computerseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss

Aycliffe 
COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification

PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades  -  Data Recovery

Windows 8 Installation
Broadband Installation

Networking  -  Anti Virus

Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

~ NO CALL OUT CHARGE ~

Contact Rob
01325 310737
07841 867170

aycliffecomputers@googlemail.com

PC Problems?
Hardware - Software

Upgrades - No fix, No fee
Home Networking

Broadband Installation
No call out charge

01325 317649
07751 767286

Dear Sir,
This week I received 
a briefi ng paper 
which suggests that 
the government has 
signifi cantly reduced fuel 
poverty in County Durham. 
In places like Barnard 
Castle and Stanhope, fuel 
poverty appears to have 
been *halved*.
How has the government 
achieved this amazing 
improvement?  It has 
changed the way we 
measure fuel poverty!
Previously, if your fuel 
costs came to 10% or more 
of your income, you were 
said to be in ‘fuel poverty’. 
The Hills Report (2012) 
changed this, and the 
government now uses the 
‘low-income-high-costs’ 
formula. 
To be regarded as being 
in fuel poverty nowadays, 
you have got to have an 

income which is below 
60% of the median (i.e. the 
measurement of ‘poverty’ 
used by the DWP) *AND* 
your fuel has to cost more 
than a ‘typical’ household.  
Thus, only people who are 
in poverty can be regarded 
as being in fuel poverty, and 
then only if they are faced 
with higher-than-typical 
fuel costs.
As a result of this change 
to the formula, the number 
of people recorded as being 
in fuel poverty has fallen 
dramatically. And I am 
sure that all the people out 
there struggling trying to 
pay their energy bills this 
winter will want to thank 
the coalition government 
for that clarifi cation.
If you are feeling the pinch 
with fuel costs this winter, 
there are some ideas here: 
http://bit.ly/KeepingWarm 
John D Clare

Government Makes Fuel 
Poverty Breakthrough!

Sugar Hill Primary 
School has always 
attached great 
importance to the 
benefi ts of a healthy 
breakfast, and its 
Breakfast Club is 
well-established and 
enjoyed by hundreds of 
its pupils each week.  
As part of the ‘Shake 
up your wake up’ 
campaign organised 
by AHDB, pupils and 

Breakfast Bonanza

Woodham Academy has 
strong links with numerous 
post 16 providers in the local 
area and regularly works 
with them to support students 
in progressing into post 16 
education.  On Tuesday 
22nd January, 20 tutors from 
Queen Elizabeth Sixth Form 
College interviewed students 
at the school to study A-Level 
courses in September 2015.  
‘All students were successful 
at interview and were offered 
conditional places. They 
looked smart and were 
very articulate’ said Anita 
Blackburn, Vice Principal of 
Queen Elizabeth Sixth Form 
College, ‘they are a real 
credit to the school’.
This is one of many series 
of interviews taking place at 
Woodham Academy, the next 
being New College Durham 
and Carmel Sixth Form 
College, and demonstrates 
the far reaching links that the 
school has with colleges both 
in the local area and further 
afi eld.

Q.E. AT WOODHAM

staff at Sugar Hill 
took part in National 
Breakfast Week 2015 
on Thursday 29th 
January.  
Children could choose 
from the normal menu 
on the day but also had 
the option of a delicious 
sausage sandwich 
prepared in school, an 
added bonus which 
many of the children 
enjoyed immensely.

The Cubby, Aycliffe’s popular 
drop in has new opening times 
Monday-Friday 8am till 
1.30pm , Saturday 8am-1pm. 
Last orders for serving food15 
minutes before closing.
A good selection of home 
made food available so why 
not pop into the Cubby for 
a meal and a chat - Newton 
Aycliffe’s very friendly place, 
with food at very reasonable 
prices.
Fish, Chips and Peas £3.25
Home-made Pie, Curry, Mince 
and Dumplings, Liver and 
Onions, Shepherds Pie, Fish 
Pie - £3.00.
Burgers, Pizza, Chicken 
Nuggets, Cumberland 
Sausage, Cheese Burgers from 
£2.50 
Roast Beef, Pork, Turkey and 
Chicken dinners from £3.00. 
Home made Soup and bun - 
£1.50 
7 item all-day English 
Breakfast £2.50 - extras 30p 
Sausage or Bacon Butties 
£1.70
Scrambled Egg on Toast 
£2.00, Beans on Toast £2.00
Cold Sandwiches from £1.50, 
Chip Butties £1.30
Hot Beef, Pork, Chicken or 
Turkey buns - £2.00 
DESSERTS 
Apple Crumble, Apple 
Charlotte, Ginger Cake, Sweet 
Mince Pies, Spotted Dick, 
Cornfl ake Cake, Treacle Cake 
and many more, with custard 
or ice cream only £1.50p
Tea 70p, Coffee 80p, 
Cappachino £1.50
Cold drinks from 50p plus 
much, much more 

Drop in 
to The 
Cubby
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Business leaders, residents 
and partner agencies across 
the North East are being 
invited to infl uence ambitious 
proposals which will see the 
area’s Combined Authority 
lobby Government for 
signifi cant devolved powers to 
boost economic growth in the 
region.
A letter inviting feedback on 
the North East Combined 
Authority’s devolution 
prospectus is being issued 
across key partners and the 
business community.  In 
addition a number of meetings 
are also being arranged over 
the coming weeks to discuss 
and develop the key issues in 
more detail with residents, the 
business community and other 
stakeholders across the neca 
area. 
It follows last week’s 
Leadership Board meeting 
at which neca unanimously 
agreed wide-ranging outline 
proposals for devolution 
of power, funding and 
responsibilities to the North 
East. 
The devolution bid resulted 
from an invitation from 
Chancellor George Osborne 
and Greg Clark, Government 
Minister for Universities, 
Science and Cities, to 
begin discussions over how 
economic prosperity and 
future decisions around skills, 
investment and transport can 
be infl uenced and strengthened 
via the devolution of powers 
to the region.

Proposals to Devolve 
Power to the North

A high level of consensus 
has already been achieved on 
these outline proposals and 
neca will work closely with 
the North East LEP and other 
organisations to ensure that 
the proposals support delivery 
of ‘More and Better Jobs’, 
the North East’s Strategic 
Economic Plan.
Cllr Simon Henig, Chair of 
neca said “We have been clear 
from the outset that we are 
committed to strengthening 
our economy by working 
with, and listening to, all 
stakeholders on key issues.
Our proposals for regional 
powers over budgets and 
decision-making offer us all 
an important opportunity to 
collectively develop proposals 
which best suit our area, our 
businesses and our people.
“I am looking forward to 
receiving feedback on our 
outline proposals which 
have the potential to enable 
us to boost our region’s 
economic prosperity and 
ensure decisions about the 
North East’s economic future 
relating to skills, investment 
and transport are taken in the 
region.”
Feedback on the initial 
devolution prospectus will 
form the basis of early 
discussions with Government.  
Details of this can be found 
here: http://www.northeastca.
g o v . u k / s i t e s / d e f a u l t /
f i les /minutes_document /
NECADevolution
Prospectus.pdf

For Sale

“ A L L S O RT S ”  s e l l i n g 
anything and everything 
for Charity. Every Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday, 10am to 
1pm at St Clare’s Church. New 
stock arrived, 50% discount
COMPUTER table and chair, 
£30. Tel 07816 021265
COT MATTRESS 120cm 
x 60cm. New and Unused. 
Duplicated present for new 
baby. £12 ono. Tel: 01325 
300313.
HOOVER washing machine, 
AA rating, 8kg, includes wash 
cycles of 14 and 44 minutes. 
Top of the range, still under 
warranty. Little used due to 
illness, £200. Tel 310849
WISPA Mobility scooter, folds 
into car boot, covers included, 
brand new guaranteed batteries, 
£200. Tel 310849
XBOX 360  b lack,  250g, 
one controller, HDMI cable 
included, boxed, £85. Tel 07789 
502173
BRAND NEW double divan 
with quilted Damask mattress, 
can deliver, £120. Tel 07789 
113343
JAYCEE BAR and 2 leather 
topped stools and 2 oak stools, 
all oak wood, no reasonable 
offer refused. Tel 01325 315186
SINGLE divan bed, 6’6” x 
2’6”, c/w mattress cover, duvet 
and headboard, unused £60. 
White and chrome bar stool 
chair, £20, Sealey turbi propane 
space heater £35. Tel 311144 or 
07814 539584
TWO NEW  (never used) 
carpets, both bleach cleanable, 
7m x 4m, cream and beige, cost 
£950 will accept £260 for both. 
Tel 07444 057064
NEW still in wrapping, memory 
foam Orthopaedic mattress, cost 
£1060, will accept £170. Tel 
07774 548030

Remember to tell the 
advertiser you found 

them in the Newton News

Obituary

James Barry 
McBride

Suddenly on 26th January. 
James Barry, aged 70 years. 
Much loved Husband of 
Joan; loving Dad of David 
and Steven; Father-in-Law 
of Amy and Juliette; also 
a much loved Grandad 
of Jack and Callum. Will 
family and friends please 
meet for Service and 
cremation at Wear Valley 
Crematorium, Coundon on 
Monday 9th February at 
12.30pm. Family flowers 
only, donations in lieu if 
so desired may be made 
to MacMillan Nurses, 
plate provided at the 
crematorium.

In Memoriam
BLENKINSOPP, Margaret. 
12th February 2011. Gone but 
not forgotten. Brother Bill
D AW N  E L L I O T T  6 t h 
February 2014. We watched 
you suffer, we saw you die. But 
all we could do was sit close by. 
You went away, we had to part. 
God eased your pain, but broke 
our hearts. Love forever, Dad 
and Kathy
DAWN ELLIOTT So sorry 
your  f inal  wish was not 
completed, but we were with 
you every step of the way. A 
never ending love. Dave and 
Daryll
D AW N  E L L I O T T  6 t h 
February 2014. Never a day 
do we forget you, in our hearts 
you are always near. God alone 
know how much we miss you, 
as we end this first sad year. Our 
hearts still ache with sadness, 
our secret tears still flow. For 
what it meant to lose you, no one 
will ever  know. Love always, 
Mam, Bill and Stephen xxx
D AW N  E L L I O T T  6 t h 
February 2014. We hope we 
have made you proud Mam. 
For there will never be another, 
because there is no love greater 
than a child has for their mother. 
Love always and forever. James, 
Ellice and Jack xxx
D AW N  E L L I O T T  6 t h 
February 2014. (Sis). A year 
has passed quickly, but in out in 
our hearts so very slow. When 
will the gaping hole ever close, 
the pain is still so raw. Love you 
so much and will never ever 
get over your loss. With all our 
love forever. Jacky, Darren and 
your gorgeous Nephews Louis 
and Owen
D AW N  E L L I O T T  6 t h 
February 2014. Dawn, forever 
in my thoughts. Love always, 
Sheila
DAWN AVERY I can no longer 
see you with my eyes or touch 
you with my hands, but you will 
live in my heart for ever. Do I 
love you, indeed I do. Dave
SHEILA TWOHIG, 29-01-
2011. Thinking of you everyday, 
Mike x
SHEILA TWOHIG, don’t 
know where the 4 years have 
gone Mam, always in my 
thoughts, Carol and family xx
BILLY HAILES Treasured 
memories of a loving Husband, 
Dad and Grandad. You were 
one of the best and always there 
when we needed you. A loving 
nature, kind and true is the 
way we will always remember 
you. Love you forever. From 
Wife Doreen and all the family 
xxxxxc

JOHNSON, Newton Aycliffe. 
1st February, in St. Teresa’s 
Hospice, Darlington. Amanda 
(Mandy) aged 61 years. 
Mandy was an artist, working 
in watercolours, a lover of 
wildflowers and butterflies. 
She is survived by her Son Rob, 
Brother Crosby and Sisters 
Jeanette and Sandy. Funeral 
Friday 6th February. Would 
friends kindly meet for Service 
in Darlington Crematorium at 
9.15am. Family flowers only 
please. Donations in lieu, in aid 
of St. Teresa’s Hospice, may 
be given or will be accepted by 
Whitehouse Funeral Service, 
Surtees House, Hilton Road, 
Newton Aycliffe, DL5 6EN. 
01325 318600.
MARY TAYLOR 29th 
January, passed away 
peacefully at 11.50 in Aycliffe 
Care Home. A much loved 
Godmother to Philip and 
Victoria; Granmary to Ben, 
Christian and Rosie; A good 
dear friend to many in the 
community. Service to be held 
at St Mary’s Church, Newton 
Aycliffe on Tuesday 17th 
February at 10.00am. Funeral 
Cortege will be travelling 
around Washington Crescent 
at 9.45am for those that can’t 
make the church. No flowers 
and all donations to St. Mary’s 
Church.
DOBINSON, Maurice, of 
Aycliffe Village late of Preston 
West Farm. Peacefully on 
31st January, aged 86 years. 
Much loved Uncle to Ian and 
Christine. Family and friends 
please meet for Service at 
Darlington Crematorium on 
Thursday 12th February at 
2.45pm. Family flowers only, 
donations in lieu, if so desired, 
to Cancer Research. Plate 
provided at Crematorium.

Joanne McCourt
(Turner)

30th January 2015, passed 
away peacefully surrounded 
by family. Dearly loved 
Wife of Stephen McCourt;  
Much loved Mother to 
Michelle, Susan, Neil and 
Katie;  Fun loving YaYa to 
Cameron, Evie, Clayton, 
Finley, Amelia, Dylan and 
Heidi. Forever in all our 
hearts. Funeral Service 
Wednesday 11th February 
at 12.30pm, St. Clare’s 
Church, followed by burial 
at 1.00pm in West Cemetery. 
Donations welcome in aid of 
Meningitis.

Thank You
LOUISE RYANS would like 
to thank family, friends and 
neighbours for celebrating her 
50th birthday with her. Thank 
you for all the lovely cards and 
gifts received. God bless xx

Congratulations

Joe Calders

Happy 21st Birthday
to a special Son. Have a 
fantastic day and we will 
see you on the piste soon. 
Love from Mam, Dad, Ben 
and Tex

LIZ WHEATLEY Happy 
65th Birthday Mam, 5th 
February, 2015. Hope you 
have a lovely day, all our love 
and very best wishes from 
Neil, Vicky, Elisha, Kevin, and 
Emily xxx

Births

AGNEW Kyle and Bekki 
would like to announce the 
arrival of their baby boy 
“Alfie Agnew”, who was born 
on Sunday 11th February, 
weighing 6lb 14oz. Bekki, 
manager at Stephen Russel 
would like to thank all her 
fantastic clients for their 
unbelievable cards, gifts and 
kind words. Your generosity 
has been wonderful. See you 
all soon. Love, Bekki, Kyle 
and Alfie

Gryphon Paintball Gun, 
brand new, never used. 
Comes with mask and 
hopper. £80 ovno. Tel or 
text 07988 582916

Place your VALENTINES DAY
Greetings in your local community 

newspaper, “NEWTON NEWS”

Above example:
£12.00 (inclusive)

(maximum 15 words)

ANTHONY To my “squidgy 
widgy” on Valentines Day, love 
from Cleopatra xxxx

JANE To my honey bunny, all my 
love on Valentines Day, love from 
Tarzan xxxx

Above examples:
15p per word

ADAM
To my “squidgy widgy”
on Valentines Day, love

from Eve xxxx

JULIET
 To my honey bunny, all my

love on Valentines Day,
love from Romeo xxx

Above examples:
30p per word

Write out your copy in the box
below, add up the words, put the total 

cost and hand in to:

NEWTON PRESS
St. Cuthberts Way

YOUNGS NEWSAGENT
Town Centre or

WALKERS BUTCHERS
Simpasturegate

Deadline: 5pm Wednesday, 11th February
Published: Friday 13th February 2015

Telephone:

No of words ........... @ ............p = £ ...................
Heart advert is required YES/NO = £12.00

Casanova    HenriettaCasanova    Henrietta
To “Lover Boy”

on Valentines Day
love from your

bunny
xx

• Adults in the North East 
live over 60 miles from older 
parents. 
• Separation means special 
occasions become alarm calls 
for older relatives’ welfare.   
• Arranging care for elderly 
parents can be challenging, 
but long distances are making 
this harder for families.
The growing distance between 
families across the North East 
is making planning care for 
elderly parents more diffi cult, 
according to research released 
today by Bupa. 
Adults in the North East who 
are aged 35 and over and who 
are likely to be in a position 
of fi nding care for an older 
relative, now live nearly an 
average 61 miles, or a one-
hour drive, from their older 
parents.
So when it comes to making 
important decisions about care 
for elderly relatives, many 
families are forced to research 
and manage options from a 
distance without getting to 
know an area. 
Bupa says remote planning 
is a particular concern during 
January, as living far apart 
means that for nearly a sixth 
(14%) of adults in the North 
East the festive period is one 
of the few set times that they 
see parents and other older 
relatives.
The festive period acted as 
wake-up call for families 
who are spread out across the 
country and came together 
at Christmas, only to notice 
that their parent’s health has 
worsened. This year, one-in-
twenty (5%) adults over 35 in 

Scattered Families Make 
Aged Care Decisions Harder

the North East said they were 
either worried about, or saw 
an actual deterioration, in their 
parent’s health after spending 
time with them over the festive 
period.
Bupa’s elderly care support 
line regularly fi elds calls from 
concerned sons and daughters 
trying to fi nd care for an 
elderly parent who lives in a 
different part of the country, 
and often during their lunch 
break, as they grab whatever 
time they can to fi nd help.
The support line was set up 
a year ago to address the 
growing need for impartial 
advice on care options ranging 
from care in your own home, 
and supporting people living 
with dementia, to paying for 
care, and fi nding care homes. 
The line, which is available 
to everyone, received over 
20,000 calls in its fi rst year.
Rebecca Pearson, Operations 
Director for Bupa Care 
Services said: 
“We know many people 
face the prospect of fi nding 
care for loved ones who live 
hundreds of miles away and 
it’s not unusual to hear from 
someone in London trying 
to arrange care for an elderly 
parent in Derby; or a family in 
Newcastle looking for support 

in Liverpool. 
“We regularly speak to people 
who feel a sense of helplessness 
that they do not have time 
to visit care homes or do the 
hands-on care research they 
would like to. 
“There is some great advice 
available online but sometimes 
it’s better to talk to someone 
to discuss your options and 
what might be the best solution 
involved.  Our advice line 
is there for that very reason 
– to give anyone who needs 
it support when it comes to 
elderly care.”
You don’t need to be a Bupa 
customer to call the support 
line. Advisors are on hand 
seven days a week with free 
and impartial advice on a range 
of aged care issues, including 
arranging care in your own 
home, support for people 
living with dementia, paying 
for aged care, and fi nding care 
homes for respite, short or 
long-term stays.
To speak to an advisor call 
0333 920 1992 or visit http://
w w w. b u p a . c o . u k / c a r e -
services/care-journey-guide 
for more information.
Bupa has just launched new 
TV adverts showcasing its 
elderly care support line and 
the help offered to families.

Advertise in this

section from

15p per word
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STAR CABS 
The Cab Company You Can Rely On The Cab Company You Can Reely On

******************************************************************************* 

******************************************************************************* 

P&P WINDOW 
REPAIRS

Double Glazing Window 
and Door Specialists

Over 20 years experience
fi tting and repairing 

Doors, Windows, Double 
Glazing, Locks,

Hinges and Handles
We also Supply and Fit

Composite Doors

Contact Paul
01325

319846
07852 109818

Contemporary Indian Restaurant
Free Delivery on Orders over £10 - 10% Off Collections

www.bengal-lounge.co.uk
6 St Elizabeth’s Close, Woodham Village, DL5 4UE

TEL: 301066 or 313326

Bengal..Lounge

DINE IN
THALI 
NIGHT
TUESDAY NIGHTS

ONLY £10.95

DINE IN

Wednesday
& Sunday

BANQUET SPECIAL

ONLY £9.95

VALENTINES
NIGHT

BOOK NOW

DINE IN

£60.00 per bag
(large builders dumpy bag  -  includes Free Delivery)

Mix of Ash, Beech and Sycamore Trees

Contact Wes 07970 186738

SeasonedSeasoned
HardwoodHardwood
Logs For SaleLogs For Sale

Newton Aycliffe Spartans 
Baseball Club have 
unveiled their new pitching 
machine and a large 
portable batting net, which 
has been purchased with 
help from Great Aycliffe 
and Middridge Partnership 
(GAMP) and local County 
Councillors Sarah Iveson 
and Jed Hillary.
Newton Aycliffe Spartans 
was set up to help bring 
Baseball back to the North 
East of England. The Club 
was formed in 2011 and 
plays in the BBF Northern 
AA League against teams 
like Sheffi eld, Manchester 
and Liverpool. 
Mike Holton, General 
Manager said: “The club 
is looking to develop and 
through the purchase of 
this equipment we hope 
to further improve the 

skills of our players and 
also increase our ability 
to offer taster and starter 
programmes to the Aycliffe 
community.”
Over the past 3 years 
the club has grown from 
strength to strength, and 
in 2014 the Spartans were 
crowned British Baseball 
Federation’s AA Northern 
Division Champions. The 
club’s junior programme 
has seen a steady increase in 
numbers. However, due to 
a lack of local competition 
the club sees the purchase 
of new equipment as a great 
way to keep the current 
juniors engaged as well as a 
tool to recruit new juniors. 
The club will also use the 
equipment to support the 
training of the adult team.
Mike Holden, said: “As 
a club the Spartans have 

made great strides in recent 
years, both on and off the 
fi eld, with over 18 junior 
members playing baseball 
from the age of  10 to16 
years, as well as fi elding 
a successful senior team. 
We would like to thank the 
GAMP and Councillors 
Iveson and Hillary for their 
support”
Newton Aycliffe Spartans 
are always keen to recruit 
new players; anyone 
interested in trying Baseball 
can attend sessions at 
Woodham Academy:
Tuesday evenings: Juniors 
(10-16 years) 6pm-7pm; 
Adults (16+) 7pm-9pm 

Aycliffe Baseball club with their new equipment. Adan White from GAMP is on the left 
and Councillor Sarah Iveson with Mike Holton (right)

Town’s Baseball Club Receive 
New Pitching Equipment

Newton Aycliffe Rugby 
Club travelled to old friends 
Jarrovians on a bitterly cold 
January afternoon for the latest 
Durham and Northumberland 
Division 3 fi xture, and 
the resulting victory saw 
them regain 3rd place in 
the league.  A whole raft of 
unavailabilities meant the 
Aycliffe could only muster a 
squad of 16 players and Jamie 
Whelan had to play at prop 
forward for the fi rst time in his 
career. James Thacker made 
an early return on his birthday 
after almost 12 months out 
with injury. The pitch was 
heavy with numerous puddles 
which suited Jarrovians’ 
scrummaging game.
Aycliffe began well and, from 
a maul after a lineout, Thacker 
cut inside and scored under 
the posts.  Darryl Pettit added 
the conversion.  Aycliffe 
added a further try when, 
after Jarrovians kicked into 
touch, a quick lineout resulted 
in Jonny Griffi ths scoring.  
Pettit again converted.  A 
third try arrived when Adam 
Gascoigne showed the 
defence a clean pair of heels 
along the touchline and Pettit 
added his third kick.  The 
Jarrovians pack were well on 
top in the scrums, but they did 
not have enough pace around 
the park to make the most 
of this possession, and any 
breaks were quickly snaffl ed 
out by the back-row of Deryk 
Cairns, Andy Littlefair and 
Ash Elliott.  On the half 
hour, another Gascoigne try 
made the bonus point safe for 
Aycliffe; the score at half time 
was 26-0 to Aycliffe.
With the players now suffering 
badly from the cold, the game 
began to lose its shape and 
the home side came more 
into the match.  Aycliffe’s 
cause was not helped when 
injuries reduced them to 14 
men with 30 minutes to go.  
Eventually the second half 
stalemate was broken when 
Thacker powered his way 
through three defenders to 
score.  Littlefair completed 
the scoring when he broke 
away from a ruck and was 
just able to reach the corner 
ahead of the tacklers.  Both 
teams are to be congratulated 
for the efforts they put in in 
the foul conditions, in a game 
that was always competitive 

and played in good spirit 
throughout.  At the fi nal 
whistle, the score was 36 – 0 
to Aycliffe.
Aycliffe travel again next 
week for their match at 
Seaham on 7th February; 
kick-off 2:15.  These games 
are always close, low-scoring 
encounters and, with the 
teams separated by only 5 
points in the league, this will 
probably not be any different.
Aycliffe rugby is sponsored 
by S Cars and Whitehouse 
Funeral Service

AYCLIFFE TRIUMPH 
AGAINST CONDITIONS

The weather again was the 
winner last weekend as it 
claimed most of our matches. 
Thankfully, the Under 11 
Falcons were able to play their 
fi rst game for 6 weeks away to 
Marton, who were top of the 
league with 10 wins and 1 draw 
- prior to this match. 
The boys started brightly, 
with lots of energy in midfi eld 
from Liam Horner and Will 
Mawston, who had a couple of 
chances early on. 
Tom Jasper played a sublime 
through ball splitting the 
Marton back line for Kieran 
Gillard to run on to. The Marton 
defenders managed to recover 
and snuff out the chance. 
Some great corners were swung 
in by the Falcons, one effort 
cleared off the line from Will 
Mawston with their keeper 
beaten. 
Marton had a pacy attack that 

WEATHER PLAYS HAVOC 
WITH YOUTH FIXTURES

caught us out a couple of times, 
they scored a well worked goal 
with a tidy fi nish, then a little 
later a very high ball wasn’t 
properly dealt with by us inside 
our area, it broke to the player 
on the edge of our box and it 
was slotted away cooly right 
into the bottom corner. 
The defence of Declan Alfi e 
and Cameron were playing the 
ball out well from the back 
despite the pressing game from 
Marton. Half time was 2-0 
when it could have conceivably 
been 0-2. 
The Falcons pressed and took 
onboard their instructions to 
play the ball shorter rather than 
looking long as we did a little 
often in the fi rst half.  
We then conceded a penalty 
after 5 minutes of the 2nd half, 
Declan Scott found himself 
isolated against a very quick 
forward, Declan showed 

great pace himself to get in a 
challenge getting a good bit of 
the ball, referee gave a penalty 
which was probably the right 
call. 
At 3-0 we still pressed, Kieran 
Gillham was unlucky with a 
great strike that rebounded off 
the crossbar. Marton scored 
another late on to complete the 
scoring . 
A great effort from the boys, 
stand out performances were 
Declan Scott and Cameron 
Vaughan in the fi rst half dealing 
with lots of high balls, also very 
well done to Ethan who was 
playing his fi rst competitive 
match. He got around 20 mins 
of game time, making at least 
one very fi ne clearance under 
pressure. Man of the Match was 
Declan Scott for a fi ne fi rst half 
display at right back, then an 
equally combative performance 
at centre back in the second.
U8 Eagles v Leven Athletic. 
Very proud of all the boys, in 
what was very cold, diffi cult 
conditions. Both teams found 
the match hard going on a 
boggy pitch. The Eagles battled 
hard in a tough match and had 
a lot of possession and tried to 
maintain their passing game. 

The Eagles fl y on to their next 
match keeping their unbeaten 
run in the league. Well done 
boys on a terrifi c performance 
on yet another cold match day. 
Bring on the warm weather!
After last weekend’s great 
result for the Under 15 Falcons, 
the boys were nominated for 
the ‘Team Performance of the 
Week’ on the very popular 
‘Grassroots’ Facebook page. 
I am pleased to announce 
that they won it and now go 
forward to the ‘Performance 
of the Month’ for January for 
all teams in the Teesside Junior 
Football Alliance. Well done!
Finally, the Under 13 Girls’ 
are holding a Blackpool 
Tournament Fundraising ‘Pig 
Racing Night’ at Newton 
Aycliffe Navy Club on 
Saturday 14th March from 
7.30pm onwards. The night 
includes the very popular 
racing pigs, raffl es, games, 
disco and buffet. A great family 
night is guaranteed!. Tickets are 
£3. Please contact Helen Clark 
on 07904 886885 for further 
details.
Keep up to date with all our 
football news and results by 
visiting www.naycafc.co.uk


