OAK LEAF

SPORTS COMPLEX

Crafty Kids
C
s

MOT TESTING CENTRE

Monday 21st December
3.45pm to 5.15pm

Now Open for Cars and Vans (Class 4 & 7)
* FAMILY RUN BUSINESS *

for 8 to 15 year olds

G.H. PALIN & SONS

Members £3.00
Non-Members £3.50
0

Carlbury Road, Aycliffe Industrial Estate
Telephone: 01325 300880
After Hours Telephone: 07980 712733

Seasonal Gifts and Crafts
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E
01325 300600
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Don’t Miss This
Spectacular
Community Event

LET US HELP YOU GET
THROUGH YOUR LOSS
John Meynell Funeral Service
Office and Chapels of Rest:
Cemetery Chapel, Stephenson Way, Newton Aycliffe DL5 7DS

Telephone: 01325 301 405
150 North Road, Darlington

Telephone: 01325 382 542
Monumentals & Pre-arranged Funeral Plans
24 hours a day - Funeral Director: Penny Dawson DipFD, MBIFD

The
20th
annual
Christmas Community
Concert organised by
the Rotary Club is being
held in the new Xcel
Conference Centre on
Sunday 13th December
from 3pm - 4.30pm.
This is the first event to be
held in this exciting new
facility for the town and
region. The spectacular
complex seats 1200 people
and will offer state of
the art stage lighting and
sound. The general public
will be admitted free of
charge and may view the
building and all it offers
from 2pm - 5pm. They can
also enjoy refreshments
from the coffee bar and
other restaurant areas.
Eight schools are taking
part in the Concert at
3pm. including Woodham
& Greenfield Colleges,
Vane Road, St. Mary’s,
Woodham Burn, Byerley
Park, Sugar Hill and
Aycliffe Village. Also
appearing is the highly
talented Xcel Church
Choir.
This spectacular event
is not to be missed and
the Newton Aycliffe
Pipe Band will welcome
everyone to the premises

with our Town Band
playing for the popular
hymns and carols, sung
by the audience.
Civic dignitaries and
Councillors will be in
attendance including the
Mayor and our M.P. Phil
Wilson and his partner
Margaret.
Admission is free, but
there will be a raffle and a
retiring collection for the
town’s needy families and
soldiers serving in Iraq
and Afghanistan.
Readers are urged not
to miss this opportunity
to be present at the
opening event of the Xcel
Conference Centre on
the Business Park on the
opposite side of the road
to the Waste Transfer
Depot.
J & C Coaches have very
kindly offered transport
to the event with regular
trips leaving from St.
Clares Church in the Town
Centre from 1.45pm. This
is a great community
occasion and readers are
requested to bring the
whole family and if you
have room in your car,
bring a neighbour. Let’s
get this Christmas off to a
great start!

Week Ending 4th December, 2009

WOODHAM CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Musicians
at
Woodham
Community
Technology
College are making their final
preparations towards the festive
concert which takes place on
Wednesday 9th December at
7.00 pm in the main school
hall.
This is one of many concerts
run by the Music Department.
These provide performance
opportunities for the school’s
extra curricular ensembles. The
audience will be entertained
with a variety of festive
numbers from the Instrumental
Group, Jazz Band, Vocal
Groups and numerous smaller
ensembles.
The school Samba Band will
yet again capture the attention
of all with their uplifting and
vibrant performance.
The
Aycliffe and District Wind
Band featuring a variety of
schools in our community will

also be performing.
We really hope that you can
come and join us. Tickets cost
£3.00 for adults and £1.50 for

concessions, which includes
seasonal refreshments. Please
contact the school on 01325
300328 for more information.

MIND MOVE
FROM PARK
MIND move to St. Clare’s
Church Hall in the Town
Centre on the 8th December.
Readers will remember the
row with the Town Council
over the occupancy of the
former Bowls Pavilion in
St. Oswalds Park.
The Council ended the
short term licence in favour
of a review of the use of the
premises for community
purposes.
The phone number will
remain the same 300121 or
mobile Muriel 07754 550
236 - Vicki 07754 591 018.

THE

SAAB CENTRE LTD

THE NORTH EAST’S No. 1 INDEPENDENT SAAB SPECIALIST
SAAB SERVICE / REPAIRS

Est.

1998

An Independent Tax Practice

The final REVENUE DEADLINE
for 2008/2009
INCOME TAX RETURNS
is the 31st JANUARY 2010
For a FREE APPOINTMENT

Ring 07813 926622 or 01325 316958
Email: info@taxeaseuk.com or Website: www.taxeaseuk.com

Full Workshop Diagnostic & Air Con Facilities
SAAB New and Used Parts
Large Stock for all Models
Vehicle Collection & Delivery by arrangement
Courtesy Car Available
24 Hour Mail Order Service
NOW STOCKISTS OF
NEUTON TYRES
All Sizes, Please Ring for Details

5 Gurney Way, Aycliffe Business Park, Co. Durham DL5 6UJ
www.thesaabcentre.co.uk

01325 300 377
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BAGS OF TROUBLE COLLEGE STAFF & STUDENTS RAISE
Readers are complaining that bags of clothing left for charities
to be collected are being taken by a different charity than that for
which it is meant. One reader left a lot of clothing outside her
front door specifically for the YMCA.They called, as arranged, but
someone else collecting bags in the area had taken her bag.
Some houses in the town receive empty bags on a regular basis
from a number of charities, appealing for unwanted clothing,
stating they will be calling back in the next few days to pick up
their bag.
It is quite clear they don’t check the bag is theirs and that is
unacceptable. The bags are clearly printed which charity is
making the appeal.and it seems to be a “free for all” attitude by the
collectors. Perhaps a better method would be to have a collection
point in a nearby car park on a specific day and time to which
donors could take their bags to the van.

NEARLY £1000 FOR CHILDREN IN NEED

M.V. MOBILITY
Scooters from £295.00
Powered Riser/Recliner Chairs from £495
No Obligation, Home Demo
Wheelchairs
Part Exchange Welcome
Adjustable Beds
MOBILE SHOWROOM
Stairs Lifts
All Major Credit Cards Accepted
0% Finance Available

Tel Michael 01937 558 604

Bath Lifts

Photo of Pudsey with Bishop Auckland College students who helped raise £965.39
for children in need, the most the College has raised for the charity than ever before.
Students from all parts of the College and even the nursery children took part in the
fundraising.

Drive to Find More Youth Workers
FESTIVAL AT AYCLIFFE YOUTHY

Youth workers from many
different backgrounds are
already making a difference
to the lives of young people in
County Durham and thanks to
a massive recruitment drive,
many more are set to benefit.
Durham County Council is
looking for enthusiastic people
to make a difference to the
lives of the county’s young
people by volunteering in the
youth work sector.
Posters will be placed across
the County giving details on
how to get involved.
Ellen Guest, 27, became
interested in working with
young people several years
ago and has spent the past four
working for Durham County
Council in the Sedgefield area.
She said: “It was whilst
studying for a degree in social
policy and criminology that
a module on helping young
people with problems tempted
me to change career path.
“I’m so glad that I went down
that route as it is very gratifying
working with young people.
“I hold a drop in session in
Sedgefield. “It’s mostly mixed
sessions but occasionally I
will work with, for example,
a group of girls tackling issues
such as body image.”
Ellen is based at Sedgefield
Community College and works
alongside 13 to 16 year-olds
tackling issues such as drugs,

Ellen Guest

Credit Where
it is Due!
Dear Sir,
We would like to thank Peter
Beaty and his committee of
Neville Community Centre
for the Presentation of
Badges to ex Service men
and women.
It was wonderful to see 45
ex service personnel receive
their badges and to have
the opportunity to speak to
them about the service they
gave to their country.
Well done to all the
volunteers
for
an
excellent afternoon and a
magnificent buffet. It was
a credit to Peter and the
committee. Peter is a true
hero himself!
George & Maud Gray

alcohol and bullying but
occasionally younger children
seek her help and advice.
She said: “Youth work is
definitely rewarding and there
are no two days the same. “I
can be rock climbing one day
and kayaking the next but it
is so fulfilling being there for
these young people, when they
are at such an impressionable
age.”

A festival, organised by
Great Aycliffe and Middridge
Partnership, will take place on
Friday December 18 at Newton
Aycliffe Youth Centre from
6pm until 9.30pm. Information
on youth work and also
information on activities for
young people will be available.
Look out for recruitment drive
posters in council premises
across the area.

NEWTON NEWS
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WOODHAM STUDENTS SEND XMAS FAIR
XMAS PRESENTS TO TROOPS

COME EARLY If you want
to hear the singing of the
children from St Francis
School at the Burnhill
Way Christmas Fair this
Saturday 5th December.
Come early because they
have two bookings that
morning. The children will
be singing shortly after 10am
- so come along and enjoy
the entertainment, get your
bacon buttie, let the children
meet Santa, and enjoy all the
stall and fun of the fair!

NEWTON NEWS

NEVILLE COMMUNITY
CENTRE NEWS
We were deighted to host the Presentation of Veterans Badges last
Saturday. Our hall was full of ex Service men and women with
their families. (see report elsewhere).
It was very successful with 44 veterans receiving badges in
recognition of their service. The badges are awarded to any person
who have served in whatever capacity and for any period of
time. National Service personnel are also elligible and should not
hesitate in registering next time.
Many thanks to all who helped in any way to make this such a
memorable afternoon. Would you like to sponsor a Christmas Tree
in memory of a loved one? You are invited to provide a decorated
tree and display it in the Centre. If you are interested please ring
313924 and speak to Peter.

COMICAL
NATIVITY
A chance to see the comical
nativity “Angels on High”
performed by a cast of young
and not so young of St. Clares
Church.
There is one performance only
on Sunday 13th December,
beginning at 3pm. Admission is
£4 per adult, £2 per child, which
includes light refreshments, so
come along and be reminded of
the reason for the season!

THE VILLAGE PHARMACY
Pioneering Care Centre, Cobblers Hall
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

Telephone 01325 311297

OPENING TIMES
Students from Woodham
Community
Technology
College began the festive
season early as they prepared
a parcel of Christmas presents
for the troops fighting on the
front line in Afghanistan.
Following a PCC lesson
on Remembrance Day, the
students of tutor group 9LD
and 9SR took the initiative
to collect toiletries, books,
magazines, sweets, biscuits
and playing cards to be sent to
their heroes. Each student also
wrote a letter to a soldier.
The students watched an
excerpt of the Remembrance
Day parade broadcast by the
BBC in which, Drummer
Kilcullen played the Last
Post filmed at Camp Bastion.
Students decided that they
would like to extend their
gratitude and admiration for
the soldiers who are away from
home this Christmas. Their
teacher, Mrs L Drew, who is
a friend of Dmr Kilcullen,
says “I cannot believe how
deeply involved our students
were throughout this project.
You could have heard a pin
drop when they wrote the
letters.” Some of the students
wrote about their parents’
and grandparents’ experience

of war and a few expressed
their interest in joining the
forces. “Their letters were
heartfelt and sincere. We hope

our troops enjoy their special
parcel and that it puts a smile
on their faces this Christmas”
Mrs Drew added.

Thefts Putting Lives at Risk
Battery Stolen at Middridge

Monday - Thursday 8.30am-5.30pm, Friday 8.30am-6.00pm
(Closed 1.00pm-2.00pm for Lunch)
Saturday 9.00am-12.000noon
We offer a full range of services including: Free Prescription Collection and
Delivery Service from any Surgery in Newton Aycliffe, Pregnancy Testing,
Care in the Chemist, Pharmacist always available for help and advice
Also visit our NHS Stop Smoking Clinic on
Tuesday and Thursday 9.30am-11.30am (Commit to Quit)
Pharmacist: Alisdair McConnell MRPharmS
Call us for more details on 311297 where our friendly staff will be happy to help

Does your House have
Designer Windows?
A recent spate of thefts across
County Durham is putting
motorists’ lives at risk. Thieves
have
repeatedly
targeted
temporary traffic management
systems across the county

Harrison
Brown
Windows, Conservatories
Doors and Sun Rooms
• Family run business
• Safe and Secure
• Superb quality conservatories
• Bespoke sun rooms & garden rooms
• 90%+ of our work from recommendations
No Hassle, No Jargon,
No Salesmen, Just Tradesmen
25 Years experience in the
Window and Building Industry
Enhance your home with high quality windows
from the company you can trust.
Windows and Conservatories

TEL: 0845 6022 437
After hours 01325 321334

operated by the County
Council’s contractor Premier
Traffic Management. They
steal the batteries operating the
lights leaving Durham County
Council Highway sites without
any safe traffic management.
County Council Highways
Operations Manager, Mark
Readman, says the situation
is extremely serious, “Over
the last three months over
100 batteries have been stolen
from sites. Not only has this
cost the contractor £10, 000
but frankly these thieves are
putting motorists’ lives at risk.
The batteries have very limited
alternative uses too they really
are specialist batteries for these
systems.”
Cabinet Member for Strategic
Environment, Cllr Bob Young,
is asking residents to help,
“We take a great deal of pride
at the new Unitary Authority in
providing first class services.
These reckless actions are
jeopardising people’s safety
and could result in a serious
accident. I would ask anyone
with any information about this
to let the police know.”
Motorists are asked to report
any suspicious activities to the
police as a matter of urgency
by contacting Durham Police
on 0345 60 60 365 or ring
Crimestoppers anonymously
on 0800 555 111.
Official vehicles will have
Premier Traffic Management
or Durham County Council
branding. The locations that
these thefts have arisen more
recently
are:
Evenwood/
Cockfield, Coundon, Etherley
Lane, Middridge, Gainford,
Cassop and Brancepeth.

Let KAT Windows Systems transform the look
of your home with the latest Veka full sculptured
windows and doors.
KAT Window Systems will add style, value,
comfort and security to your home.
Make an entrance you deserve with one of our doors.

Choose
from over
100 styles

We also supply and fit uPVC
Internal Doors
“No Painting . . . Ever”
100’s of styles available

KAT WINDOW SYSTEMS
High Security • Windows • Doors • Conservatories

For a FREE no obligation quote
No pressured salesman “as we have Julie”

TELEPHONE: (01325) 318529

Parking Bay
Durham County Council are
constructing a Parking Bay in
Hield Close, Newton Aycliffe.
Lane restrictions will be in
place from 25th November to
11th December.

BS7413
pvcu
Window
Profile

FENSA
Registered Company

BS7412
pvcu

BS7950
Window

Window

Security

Pas 241/7413
Door
Security
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Shildon Panto on Tour
After a successful couple
of days at the Shildon Civic
Hall, Centrestage are moving
down the road to the Ferryhill
and Mainsforth Community
theatre to perform their annual
pantomime, this year being
Cinderella.
The cast had a great laugh at
Shildon and are really excited
about the extra project this year
and performing at a different
venue. There will be all the
usual fun, laughter, singing
and dancing going on as they
perform to the kids and adults
who come to the show. So
come down to the fantastic
theatre in Ferryhill Station and
see if Cinderella gets to go to
the ball and meet her Prince
Charming.
There will be all the usual
characters including Dandini,
the wicked Stepmother and
her absolutely gorgeous (ha
ha ha ha) daughters. The kids
will love to dance, and help the
lovely Buttons throughout the
show as well as the King and
Queen’s odd job men. Chip and
Chop will also add the comedy
element to this great family
show.
The show starts its 4 day run
on, Thursday 10th December
at 7.30pm and continues on
Friday 11th at 7.30pm before
doing the weekend matinees on
Saturday and Sunday at 2pm.
Start the Christmas celebrations
by coming and supporting
a local community group,
and let us entertain you for a
great couple hours of fun. The
prices for this great show are
£5 adults and £3 for the kids.
Don’t delay book your seats
today. Please telephone 01388
774838 or 01325 313363 to
book your tickets or you can
get more info and book tickets
on the web at www.freewebs.
com/centrestagetheatre
or
go to our facebook page
Shildon Centrestage. So from

Cinderella and all the cast from
CentreStage may we wish you
all a Merry Christmas and hope
to see you at the Theatre for
this superb show.

AYCLIFFE DANCERS IN
NATIONWIDE MEDALLIST
OF THE YEAR CONTEST
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CHURCH YOUNGSTERS DONATE
£378 TO WEST AFRICAN POOR

LETTERS
Indpendence
Explained
Dear Mrs. S. and those who
may be similarly interested in
the union of Independents in
the town.
There is no need to go into print
asking questions which could
have been clarified by sending
an e mail to the Leader Terry
Hogan @ terryhogan23@
rocketmail.com. In case it was
not possible to contact us may
we take the opportunity to
enlighten everyone.
We are not ashamed of what
we are trying to do and are
absolutely sincere and genuine
in our passion to breathe new
life into local politics. I have
volunteered to assist in their
cause freely in my limited
spare time.
In answer to the questions how
can Independent Councillors
become a Party
and the
headline,
“contradiction
in terms.” and how can an
independent be in a party at the
same time.
I would suggest that it is very
naive to think we would want
to be in a political party. We
are currently saying we are
like-minded people - not a
political party. But we have
agreed to set ourselves an
aim as Independent Town
Councillors.
Kenneth Stubbs
Secretary (GAI)
kennethstubbs@rocketmail.
com

Xmas Sale
A Christmas Sale is to be held
at St.Clare’s Church Hall on
Saturday 12th December from
10am --12noon. Come along
and buy your Christmas Cake,
Christmas Pudding and Mince
Pies, all home baked. Many
more home baked Cakes and
Pies ready for Christmas.
Tombola, Books and Crafts,
Raffle. Refreshments available.
All Welcome.

Last Sunday the Primary Children of The Church of Latter Day
Saints presented a cheque for £378 to the West Africa Trust. They
had collected the money over the past year almost quadrupling the
amount they gave to the charity last year. The primary group have
become very interested in helping the poor children in Africa after
hearing what difficulties they have and the deprived standard of
living they endure.
Syd Howarth received the cheque on behalf of the Trust and said
how grateful he was to the children, telling them the money would
go towards providing clean water and education - two of the main
aims of the Trust.
Trust Member Barbara Connors-Fowler presented a certificate and
thanked the children for their generosity. Both Trust members had
enjoyed the Sacrament Service given by the children beforehand
and remarked on the quality of their readings and singing.

SHOE REPAIRS
Festive Quiz SIMPSONS
** Award Winning Shoe Repairs **
Below are the results of the
competition held at Blackpool
Winter Gardens on 7th and 8th
November, 2009:
6-10 years Stardance – Solo:
Reegan Henn – 1st Place
Daniela Winwood – 4th Place
10-13 years Rock n Roll: Annis
Race & Kalya Shaw – 4th
Place
Well done to all who took part
and thank you to the parents
for their continued support.
Anyone who has an interest
in joining Lee Green Dance
Centre, please contact Caroline
Race on Tel. No. 07949
911642. Our classes include
Freestyle Disco, Street, Lyrical

Light up a
Life Service
A Memorial Service for
bereaved families and or
supporters of
Butterwick
Hospice is on Sunday 6th
December at 3.30 pm in St
Clare’s Church. Everyone is
welcome and Baubles will be
available for the Service.

P.A.C.T.
Meeting
Police & Community
Together
The following meetings are
to be held on Wednesday 9th
December 2009.
Woodham Ward at the
Woodham Community Centre
at 6pm.
Greenfield/Middridge Ward at
Aycliffe Evangelical Church,
Ladybower at 7pm.
These meetings give you an
opportunity to discuss any
problems you may be having
in your area relating to any
form of ASB. We look at ways
of tackling these problems and
report back to you at the next
meeting with our results. There
will be representatives from the
police, council wardens and
county councillors.
Everyone is welcome. We look
forward to seeing you there.
PCSO 6859 Mike Welch
Newton Aycliffe Beat Team
Tel: 0345 60 60 365

Slow, Rock n Roll, Acro, Ballet
and Tap. Adult classes are also
available including Salsa, Hip
Hop and Aerobics. Bryan and
Brenda Thomson of Lee Green
Dance Centre and Caroline
Race, Dance Teacher and
Choreographer.

The Oak Leaf are holding
Christmas Eve and New Years
Eve Quizzes starting at 8pm.
Entry by Ticket only £1 (money
raised goes on prizes). Free
food for each team and spot
prizes during the night. Special
Offer Drinks. Tickets from the
bar. For details Tel 300600.

WE ALSO OFFER:
Key Cutting - Trophy Supplies - Engraving
Watch Battery Replacement
Established over 50 years

TELEPHONE: 01388 77 77 09
24 Church Street, Shildon
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Proud Day for 45 Ex- Service Rector Replies to Councillor’s Letter
Personnel at Veterans’ Parade

Last Saturday, Neville Parade Community
Centre hosted the second annual presentation
of Veteran’s Badges to ex-Service Men and
Women.
Peter Beaty and his wonderful volunteers were
rewarded with a large turnout of recipients
and their families. The Commanding Officer
at Catterick Garrison, Colonel Nick Millen
presented the badges in the presence of our M.P.
Phil Wilson and Town Mayor Mary Dalton.
It was a splendid occasion with the dignitaries
welcomed by Piper Cameron Dulston and a
Guard of Honour provided by the town’s 1407
RAF Cadets. After the ceremony the cadets led
by Flight Sergeant Ray Fendley gave a superb

drill demonstration finishing with a salute to
Colonel Millen who later complimented the
cadets an a job well done.
Newton Aycliffe Inner Wheel, the Women’s
Institute and the Centre’s volunteers, Norma,
Maureen, Margaret, Elsie and Jim, in the
kitchen, provided a magnificent buffet which was
appreciated by everyone.
Our M.P. was present and assisted with the
presentation. He said: “The awarding of the
veteran badges scheme set up by the Government
has been a great success. Saturday’s event was
the second organised by Peter Beaty and I would
like to personally congratulate and thank him for
all the hard work he puts into these occasions.
Peter does a great deal in the local community
and I know he is well respected by all”.
It was a fabulous event bringing the community
together to recognise those who have given
service to their country in peace and war. There
were some very proud ex-forces personnel and
some equally proud relatives and friend who came
away with a warm feeling of gratitude toward
those who had made the occasion possible.

Greenfield Students Visit the Sage

The Creative Media Diploma course
has started well at Greenfield School
Community & Arts College. The new
qualification, which is equivalent of 7
GCSEs is being taught at Greenfield
in conjunction with Bishop Auckland
College, King James Community Arts
College, St John’s RCVA Technology
School and Sixth Form Centre.
Throughout the course students
experience working with employers in
‘real’ situations and experience learning
outside the classroom. To date students
have visited The Sage, The Baltic,
The Theatre Royal, Bradford Film
and Media Museum and The Bowes
Museum. At present the students are
preparing for a performance which will
take place in the New Year.

Nice Gesture for Town’s
Carers from Care Homes
Aycliffe Care Centre, Defoe Court Care Centre &
Roselodge Care Centre are offering a FREE service
to carers in the community this Christmas.
DO YOU NEED A BREAK? But are unable to due
to caring for your loved ones at home
If the answer is YES 3 care homes in the town are
offering a free service to care for your loved ones
during the day. All you need to do is call any of
the Southern Cross homes in Newton Aycliffe to
arrange this service.
Beth Robinson, Aycliffe Care Centre, 307262
Lynn Lant, Defoe Court Care Centre, 316316
Elaine Henman, Roselodge Care Centre, 304156

Dear Sir
Councillor Hewitson wrote
concerning the closure of the
Toddler Group at St Clare’s
as a result of a rent increase
and her sadness at the loss of
the facility in the town. I don’t
know if Councillor Hewitson
who has been helping at the
group, is fully aware of the
facts.
The Group has paid a
peppercorn rent for the past nine
years. The new rent suggested
is £3.75 an hour – some might
still call that a peppercorn rent!
Unfortunately, the Group also
became aware that they were
not insured, and have therefore
to also budget for this at £65
per year. The church offered to
help them make the adjustment
with a staged increase whereby
the new rent would only be
fully payable in 2011, and this
would be alongside the current
facility of paying yearly in
arrears. By anyone’s standards
that is still very generous.
The group charge £1 per session
with an average of 10 – 14
people attending (their figures).
Members are provided with
a very well run play session,
tea, coffee, juice and biscuits
in a warm, dry and easily
accessible hall – excellent
value for money. However in
addition to this, they have been
providing a birthday cake for
individual birthdays, an Easter
Egg at Easter, a Christmas
party with a gift and a summer
picnic - at no extra cost. It
is these treats, as they were

described, which would prove
difficult to continue without
some financial adjustments.
The group was offered help in
applying for grants for some of
the treats and offered the use
of the premises free of charge
to hold fundraising events. I
also suggested that parents/
grandparents might be willing,
if asked, to help out with some
of the treats and I know from
past experience of running
such groups that this is often
the case.
St Clare’s is home to several
community groups who enjoy
good facilities at favourable
rates, but we also have to be
realistic in a difficult economic
climate, not least for the
comfort and benefit of those
groups. We all have budgets,
not many of which have
remained static and we all have
to try our best to manage them
paying for essentials first. The
bills we have for maintenance,
repairs and utilities for the hall
are not charged at peppercorn
rates.
The Toddler Group are most
welcome to stay here, and had
actually accepted the offer
given, but suddenly changed
their mind and have chosen
to go. We do indeed wish
them well and I certainly echo
Councillor Hewitson’s thanks
to Anne and Lily for their
sterling work through the years;
they will genuinely be missed.
I would also add my thanks to
the Church Ladies who have
also helped at the group for the

past 9 years.
Picking
up
Councillor
Hewitson’s concern about the
loss of the facility, anyone
wishing to start a Toddler
Group can contact me at St
Clare on Saturday mornings

between 10.00 am – 11.00
am., or leave a message for
our Halls Secretary, Mrs Judith
Donald, on 01325 321711.
Yours sincerely
Revd Linda Potter
Rector of Great Aycliffe
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TOWN ATHLETE RACES
FOR GREAT BRITAIN IN
EUROPEAN CONTEST
Kate Avery from Newton
Aycliffe has been selected for
the Aviva Great Britain and
Northern Ireland Team for
the Under 20 women’s race at
the European Cross Country
Championships in Dublin on
Sunday 13 December. Kate
has been a member of double
Olympic champion Dame
Kelly Holmes’ ‘On Camp
with Kelly’ mentoring and
education initiative for talented
young middle distance athletes,
supported by Aviva, since
2008.
Kate secured her selection for
Dublin by finishing second
in the Under 20 trial race at
the McCain Liverpool Cross
Challenge on Saturday 28
November.
She completed
the muddy 4.4km course in
14:58, just two seconds behind
winner Emelia Gorecka, and
this followed another second
place in the first McCain Cross
Challenge race of the season in
Gateshead on 14 November.
Her selection for the European
Cross Country ends an excellent
2009 for Kate and her coach
Bob Ashwood. She began
the year by finishing 25th in
the IAAF World Junior Cross

Country Championships in
March and in the summer took
the silver medal over 3000m at
the European Athletics Junior
Championships with a time of
9:13.68 which places her top of
the 2009 UK Under 20 rankings
and second on the European
rankings. Her performances in
2009 also earned her an ‘On
Camp with Kelly’ Outstanding
Achievement Award.
Dame Kelly said: “It has been
great to watch Kate progress
this year and I would like
to congratulate her on her
selection for the Aviva GB
Team for the European Cross
Country Championships. I am
sure that she will put in another
great performance in Dublin.”
Kate recently attended an
‘On Camp with Kelly’ GetTogether at University College
Birmingham wherethe athletes
learnt about the importance
of good nutrition for physical
and mental performance from
Dame Kelly and celebrity chef
Ainsley Harriott. After Ainsley
demonstrated how to cook
some quick, cheap and healthy
meals, the athletes were able to
try their hand at preparing the
dishes themselves.
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AIR, SEA & ARMY Xmas Event with Free
CADETS AT
Food and Santa
OTTERBURN CAMP Woodham College Christmas Family Morning
Woodham Community Technology College will be holding a
Christmas Family Learning Morning on Saturday 12th December
2009 from 10.30 until 1.00 p.m. Santa Claus will be arriving at
11.00 a.m. and he will have a small gift for every child.
There will be a whole host of activities on offer, including Face
painting, Art Workshops, Circus skills, Papercrafts, Let’s Get
Cooking, Hair braiding. Children can write their letters to
Santa and will receive a reply in time for Christmas.
Refreshments and a light lunch will be provided. For further
information, please contact Marie Oswald, Community
Development Co-ordinator on 01325 375482
Please come along and join us, we’d love to see you - bring your
family, EVERYTHING IS FREE!!

Over a wet and windy
weekend in November 2009,
Newton Aycliffe Cadet Force
organised and managed over
120 members of the Cadet
Movement at Otterburn Camp,
Northumberland; to study for
their BTEC Diplomas.
The tri-service effort included
members of Hartlepool Sea
Cadet Corps, North Shields
SCC, Cleveland ACF, Newton
Aycliffe ACF and eight
Squadrons from Durham and
Northumberland Wing Air
Training Corps.
The weekend was managed
by Staff Sergeant William
Oliver, County Vocational
Qualifications Officer & Colour
Sergeant John Fay, VQ Officer
– Music. A team of adult staff
and senior cadets facilitated
both courses from each of the
services. William said “this
was a positively successful
weekend, all cadets worked
extremely hard and I am proud
of what was achieved”.
This was the first Cadet TriService event of its kind for
BTEC Diplomas, in both
Public Service and Music.
Each Diploma is equivalent to
4 GCSEs grades A* to C.
Cadet Commandant of Newton
Aycliffe ACF Colonel Chris
Tearney said “It is a real

pleasure to see the cadets and
adults from all three services
working together towards such
an important outcome”.
Colonel Martin Passmore Regional Operations Manager
for CVQO said “I am delighted
that, for the first time, cadets
from all three services have
come together to progress
their BTEC diplomas in Public
Services and Music. This is a
wonderful achievement which
will see these young people
gaining an extra 4 GCSEs”.
Martin Passmore and Gil
Singleton - Music Operations
Manager for CVQO verified
the weekend.
The Cadet Movement is
preparing to celebrate its 150th
anniversary in 2010, a year
to be known as Cadet150.
Cadets from all three services
will host regional and national
event, including open events
in shopping malls, sailing
and climbing expeditions
and a March down The Mall
in London to tea with Her
Majesty The Queen, Patron of
Cadet150.
Anyone wishing to become
a cadet and be part of the
movement should check out
www.cadet150.org

Councillor’s
Role
Dear Sir,
I question the right of Councillor
Revd Mike Dixon on his attempt
to involve himself in the politics
of Durham City and the statue
of Lord Londonderry.
I have to inform Counc Dixon
he was elected by the West
Ward of Newton Aycliffe as our
County Councillor not Durham
City! He was elected two years
ago to serve the West Ward and
over nearly two years I wonder
what he has achieved.
Name & address supplied
ED: Mike’s response to this is
to make it clear he has a County
wide responsibility on planning
which is non-politcal. He was
assigned to the committee
dealing with planning in our
County’s capital city.
All
County Councillors have
a responsibility for issues
affecting the county as a
whole.
As for his work in the West
Ward Mike says he is happy
to stand by his record. He said
he is also keen to talk to the
correspondent and any other
elector at any time to explain
his position on any topic. Tel:
0191 3833000.

* PUBLIC AND TRADE WELCOME *

Essential improvement work to
upgrade the sewerage network
begins soon in the Travellers
Green area of Newton Aycliffe.
The
£240,000
scheme,
which starts on Monday, 30
November will take up to
twelve weeks to complete,
and will involve constructing a
new, screened combined sewer
overflow, installing 30 meters
of new sewer pipe and upsizing
55 metres of pipe at Aycliffe
Nature Reserve adjacent to
Travellers Green. They will
not be working over the twoweek Christmas and New Year
period.
Combined sewer overflows are
consented by the Environment
Agency to discharge wastewater
into watercourses in times of
very heavy rainfall, to protect
properties and surrounding
land from flooding. This work
will improve the water quality
of the River Skerne.
Between 2005 and 2010 £85
million is being invested
to upgrade and screen 481
combined sewer overflows
throughout the region, which
will further improve river and
bathing water quality.
Construction traffic will need
access to the sites where
improvement work is being
carried out and to the site
compound, located in land
adjacent to Travellers Green
near Newton Aycliffe Nature
Reserve.
There may be some noise and
disruption during the course
of the work but every effort,
will be made through careful
planning, to minimise any
inconvenience.

(Mixed while you wait)

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Call Neil on 01325 319199
or 07971 435 308

/ i «iÀviVÌ Li` v Ã«À>Ì
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Sewerage
Upgrade
WALKERS SUPPLIES at Nature
Leaside, Aycliffe Business Park - 314947
Park

Cement, Sand, Gravel, Dolomite, Plywood,
Kiln Dried Sand, Fence Timbers, Sleepers, Plaster,
Decking Boards, Plasterboard,
Decorative Gravel, York Paving, Soil,
Compost, Fertilisers, Chicken Pellets,
Growmore, Bark, Shed Felt + much more
ROCK SALT IN STOCK NOW
Special Offer on Compost, Growmore & Chicken Pellets

Unit E460F, Woodham Road, Aycliffe Bus. Park
Newton Aycliffe - www.spraybody.co.uk
• 15 Years Experience • Car & Light Commercial
• Free Insurance Estimates • Modifications
• Colour Coding • Body Kits • Plastic Welding
• Motorcyle and Scooter Fairing Repairs
• Touch Up Paints including Laqueur £7.50

/ i «iÀviVÌ Li` v Ã«À>Ì
For a bespoke solution to adding Light
and Space to your home, choose the
>` `iÃ}
Starlight Orangery
Orangery, available to view at our Factory Showroom
Suppliers and Installers of:
• Orangeries
• Conservatories
• Garden Rooms
• Porches
• Windows
• Doors
• French Doors
• Patio Doors
• Roofline Products
Visit our showroom and view the latest technology in door and windows locking systems. All of
which stood firm against a 15 minute attempted break-in test carried out in our factory using a full
tool kit, including a crowbar and battery drill.
Crime prevention officers from across Durham County were in attendance.
They were extremely impressed by the demonstration and all agreed that
this level of security should deter even the most determined intruder,
allowing householders to sleep a little easier at night.

Starlight Windows Factory Showroom

29
30 Years Serving the
Residents of Newton Aycliffe

- Ç{£Ó
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Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm & Saturday 9am-4.30pm
Starlight House, Leaside North, Aycliffe Business Park, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham

TELEPHONE: (01325) 321301
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Unfair Bank Charges

Plumbing

FOR ALL YOUR PRINT
REQUIREMENTS
CONTACT YOUR
LOCAL PRINTER

NEWTON PRESS
Tel:
01325 300212
sales@gonp.co.uk

In response to the Supreme Court ruling on Bank Charges,
leading financial claims company BrunelFranklin.com , issues the
following statement.
Michael Goldstone, Chairman of BrunelFranklin.com , said:
“The ruling may well be thought of as a blow to consumers who
feel the banks should return their excessive charges without any
further delay. However this case has been rumbling on now for
some time and the fight is certainly far from over.
It is well possible that there will be other challenges to what most
fair minded people believe to be the ridiculous charges levied. If
the actual cost of sending a letter and processing an unpaid item
is in the region of £2.50 - £5.00 as many commentators believe,
natural justice dictates that levying charges of up to £39.00 would
constitute profiteering in most people’s minds, absolutely ‘unfair’,
I would say.
“Most fair minded people agree that the charges have been unfair.
Now it may only be a matter of time before true justice prevails
and the charges are ultimately deemed unfair, by whatever route.
In the meantime, the Stay on hearing Bank Charges claims has,
we are told, been lifted. Consumers who believe they have claims
against what they believe to be unfair charges, should continue to
lodge their complaints. If the legal and other arguments continue,
the date at which you lodged a complaint may become significant
in the future. To avoid the double injustice of effectively being
time-barred at some future date, consumers need to act now to
lodge claims that may eventually be heard.”

Home Services

GRANGE
PLUMBING
SERVICES
• FROM A BROKEN TOILET TO A
FULL BATHROOM SUITE
• NO JOB TOO SMALL,
GIVE ME A CALL
• 24HR EMERGENCY CALL OUT
- NO CALL OUT FEE
• NORMALLY SAME DAY SERVICE
- FREE QUOTES
• SENSIBLE PRICES
• WORK GUARANTEED

CALL MARK ON
07949 018018
PLUMBING work undertaken.
Tel A.J. Plumbing Services.
01325 359774 or 07711
016959

A-TECH

Plumbing & Heating
Showers - Bathrooms - Kitchens
All Plumbing Work Undertaken
(inc. tiling, flooring & electrical)
No job too big or too small
Emergency Call outs
OAP Rates
Free Estimates

NO CALL OUT
CHARGE
For Quality, Reliability &
a Fast Friendly Service

Call Craig on

07834 949 751
atechplumber@yahoo.co.uk

NEWTON NEWS

WILKINSON GETS
‘MESSY’ WITH LOCAL
CHILDREN’S HOSPICE

The Wilkinson store in Newton
Aycliffe is continuing its work
within the local community with
a £300 donation to Butterwick
Children’s Hospice.
Butterwick’s is part of the
national charity, Children’s
Hospices UK, which provides
care and support free of
charge to children with life
limiting illnesses and their
families. Every year it must
raise £800,000 to ensure the
children are able to enjoy all the
facilities and care available at
Butterwick Children’s Hospice.
With that in mind, Wilkinson
was eager to contribute to the
hospice.
The money has been spent
creating an arts and crafts room
at the hospice. Last week, Steph
Wood, fundraising officer at
Butterwick Children’s Hospice
visited the Wilkinson store in
Newton Aycliffe to collect a
vast array of goods such as
paints, crayons, pens and art
materials to help kit out the new
‘messy room’ at the hospice.
Steph said “We are grateful to
Wilkinson for the donation, the
children are made up with all
the new supplies for the ‘messy
room’. They all love taking
part in arts and crafts sessions
and can’t wait to start using all
of the new materials.”
The service, based in Stocktonon-Tees, is staffed by skilled
and experienced professionals
and trained volunteers. The key
focus of the hospice is to ensure
each child enjoys their stay
while their family members

take a break from round the
clock caring responsibilities.
Kay Armstrong, store manager
at Wilkinson Newton Aycliffe
explained: “We hope the
children will have hours of
fun playing with all of the new
materials in the new arts and
crafts room.
“Butterwick
Children’s
Hospice does such an amazing
job helping young children
and their families and we just
wanted to help give something
back to the local community.”
Still a family owned firm after
75 years of trading, Wilkinson
is committed to Britain’s high
streets and is an active supporter
of local charities, community
groups and care organisations,
this latest donation is testimony
to this.

UNFAIRLY
EMPLOYED?
Are you getting the correct
national minimum wage, are
you being forced to work more
than 48 hours per week, are you
having unfair deductions from
your pay for things like uniform
and safety equipment,?
If the answer is yes please
call the Pay and Work Rights
Helpline number 0800 9172368
or call me at Phil Wilson’s
office on 01325 321603.
Paul Trippett
Senior Case Worker to Phil
Wilson MP

T.V. and Video
CARPET FITTER and Vinyl
Specialist. Contact Richard on
307935 or 07946 435 177
LIZ’S
IRONING,
free
collection and drop off next
day. Smoke and pet free home.
324 978 or 07866 265 829
WENDYS
Star
cleaning
services.
Domestic
and
commercial cleaning. For a free
estimate please contact Wendy
Wood on 07969 030 022
AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES
Carpets,
upholstery, drives, paths,
patios, decking, guttering
cleared, roofs. Domestic and
Commercial. Equipment for
Hire. Tel 01325 327087 or
07895 697115
SERVICES. House, garage
clearance, rubbish removal by
licensed carrier. Tel 07949 503
856
MODERN
DESIGN
INTERIORS
Quality
bedrooms and kitchens, Free
home quotation. 3D Designs,
kitchen
revamp
service
avaialble. Tel 318119
JW NORTH EXTERIOR
M A I N T E N A N C E .
Property
Maintenance,
Guttering Cleared, uPVC
& Conservatories Cleaned,
Painting,
Tiling,
Joinery,
Pointing,
Brickwork,
Gardening Services and More.
Tel 01325 304206 or 07950
672689
JACKY’s
Housework
Services.
All
housework
considered. Competitive Rates.
Tel 01388 609 266 or 07593
400 360
CARPETS FITTED and
refitted by time served fitter.
Call Paul on 07964 685957 or
317928.

Storage

For all your print requirements

Newton Press 300212

NEWTON NEWS

No Newspaper
Deliveries
Heighington residents were sad
to hear the local Newsagent will
no longer deliver newspapers.
This will be inconvenient for
a lot of customers who cannot
easily get to the shop.
They are hoping some other
method will be introduced to
ensure they get their dailies and
Sunday newspapers delivered.

CUBBY SALE
The Sale of Work Day is one
of the major means of fundraising for The Cubby. This
year the event was held on 24th
November and I would like to
formally offer my thanks to
all who gave their support, in
particular Tesco and Wilkinsons
for their kind contributions.
The Cubby will only be able
to continue providing a service
with this type of support.
Keith Bell

Removals

RAPID REMOVALS and
Storage Tel: 308580 or 07871
795 155
“U”
STORE containers,
domestic and industrial storage
317716, 07850 646 355
ACORN REMOVALS Full
house, part load or single items,
local and national, Storage
available. Tel 300557, Mobile:
0777 989 0006
MOVING A THING? Call
Phil from £9.50ph. 321084 or
07790 509925
VANMAN STEVE Removals,
call 07866 622243
ANYTHING to move? Call
Vanman Steve from £8. Tel
07866 622243
CHEAP LIGHT Removals.
Contact the man with the van
on 07799 615959

www.newtonnews.co.uk
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Profiting from Other Peoples Waste
Dear Sir,
Recently I took various items
to the Re-cycling Centre on
the Business Park. I noticed a

bird table in a very dishevelled
state and thought with a bit of
tender care, and a lick of paint,
I would be able to revive it to

Selling Goods at the Tip
is Illegal says Inspector
To answer the query, firstly a
bit of background information;
the
Household
Waste
Recycling Centre (HWRC) at
Newton Aycliffe is owned by
Durham County Council and
the management of the site
is contracted out to Premier
Waste Management Ltd. They
in turn sub-contract the site out
to a third party operator.
The sale of goods on the
site is forbidden (illegal) in
accordance with the Waste
Management License that is
issued by the Environment
Agency. So the site operatives
should not have been selling
goods to the public in the first
place, but members of the
public are not expected to know
this. All occurences that we are
made aware of are investigated
and I will be forwarding details
of this occasion to Premier
Waste Management for follow
up.
We have a monitoring team
who regularly visit all the sites
across the county to perform
inspections. We try to prevent
the sale of goods, but obviously,
they don’t sell anything in
front of the inspectors so it is
very difficult for us to prevent
it altogether as we can’t be
present at all the time.
The site operatives have
salvage rights under the terms

of their contract with Premier.
This means they are allowed
to salvage items from the site,
remove these items and sell
them on later.
We encourage the site
operatives to recycle, salvage
for re-use and compost as much
as possible. An incentivisation
payment is paid by Premier
to the third party operator the
more they recycle.
Jo Lane, Waste Performance
Team Leader, Strategic Waste,
Neighbourhood
Services,
County Hall, Durham, DH1
5UQ Email: jo.lane@durham.
gov.uk Tel: 0191 3836407 /
Mob: 07747 486719

its former glory and put it pride
of place in my garden.
I asked the “refuse-attendant”
if I could take it away as it had
been dumped by its previous
owner for whatever reason.
He told me he couldn’t give it
away and would sell it for £5.
As I had only £2.75 I offered
him this and he phoned his
boss, presumably, who also
agreed the sum of £5 for
someone’s cast off. I returned
later with the money to buy the
bird table.
In this day and age, sending
less and less rubbish to landfill,
I thought the authorities would

be keen to encourage recycling of waste. The spirit of
re-cycling is strong as people
see it as doing their bit to save
the enviroment, as well as
saving money in this volatile
climate.
Why is it necessary to profit
from waste? Is it to boost the
minimum wage of the workers
who often refuse to work there
on a Sunday If not, I would
just like to know where the
money from the sales end up.
Do the people of Aycliffe and
the surrouding areas benefit in
anyway?
Jeff, Newton Aycliffe.

Roofing

J. WATSON Property Services

We specialise in Flat Roof Replacement and
Flat to Pitch Roof Conversions
Chimney Stacks - Slating - Ridge Tiles Replaced - Tiling - Flat Roofs
Pointing - UPVC Facias and Soffits - Guttering - Leadwork
Storm Damage - Velux Windows - Recommendations Available

For a Free Estimate Contact James Watson

01325 486099 - or 07799 426110
wwww.1stcalljwps.co.uk

Iron / Steel

Telecom
TELEPHONE MAN, Dave
Bowes. Extensions fitted for
phones, Sky, Broadband and
internet. Extension lines moved
and repaired. All jobs only £40
each. 01388 833828

Driving School

Gardening
ELDON HOPE
BUILDING
MATERIALS

Electrical
FREE QUOTES from Part P/
NICEIC registered electrician
with 20 years experience.
Domestic or commercial, full
or part rewires, sockets, lights,
fuse boards, cookers, showers,
Landlord inspections and more.
Call Simon on 07866 266 657
or 313330 - all areas covered
ELECTRICIAN 25 years
experience. Tel A.J. Electrical
Services. 01325 359774 or
07711 016959

Old Eldon

01388 775261 / 07966 067522
www.eldonhope.co.uk
Old York paving from
£11.75 per sq metre. Circles
1200mm (4’) up to 3500mm
(11.5”, bricks from £10 per
100, path edging £1.50,
pillar caps and coping stones,
stepping stones, walling
450mm x 450mm (18x18),
paving from £1. Also sand,
gravel, dolomite, top soil,
plastering sand, decorative
slate and gravels, blocks,
cement, plaster, all prices +
VAT. Free local delivery on
orders over £50. Deliveries
to most areas.

For all your printing
requirements

Newton Press 300212

HARRY
THOMPSON
Fences made to order, repair
service, hedges removed. Free
estimates Tel 316572 or 07713
257929
HIGHSIDE Road Nursery
Heighington. Fencing Panels:
6’x6’ £12, 6’x5’ £11, 6’x4’
£10, 6’x3’ £9. Trellis 6’x4’ £7,
6’x3’ £5.50, 6’x2’ £4, 6’x1’
£2.50. Tel 316487 or 07809
028310
MARTIN SHIRES garden
Landscaping Services Block
Paving Specialists. Fencing,
Decking, Patios, Walls, Turfing,
Hedges. Quality guaranteed
work. Tel 321891
PJ
LANDSCAPING
&
Groundworks.
Patios,
Decking, Fencing, Driveways,
Blockpaving,
Concreting,
Garden Design, Maintenance,
Pressure Washing. All work
guaranteed. 01325 319277 or
07768 161894
JW NORTH EXTERIOR
MAINTENANCE.
All
gardening services undertaken,
fencing, decking, paving, block
paving etc. Tel 01325 304206
or 07950 672689

NEWTON PRESS
for all your printing requirements
Telephone: 01325 300212

Decorating

STEVE
HUTCHINSON
Painter and Decorator. over 25
years experience, reasonable
rates, no job too small. Call
today for a free estimate: 01325
483697 or 07745 037754
C. A. PLASTERERS all
plastering work, artex skimmed,
small jobs, free estimates, 01388
721206
PAINTER and decorator,
over 30 years experience, free
estimates. Tel Steve Pearson on
319862 & 07896 917880
A&T TILING Wall and floor
tiling, professional service
at competitive rates. Free
estimates. Tony 07858 755437
DRAGON DECORATORS
All aspects of interior and
exterior decorating, including
themed rooms. Over 15 years
experience. No job too small.
Tel 319371 or 07952 364426
G.B.
Plastering,
coving,
rendering,
artexing,
free
estimates Tel 07786 121 686.
ASPECTS Interior and exterior
decorating, plastering, coving,
tiling, paper hanging, artexing,
dado rails. For a free estimate
312441 or 07841 202222

Locksmiths
SHILDON
Locksmiths,
reasonable rates. Tel 07748
044808

Joinery

Builders

K. Harrison

(Builder) North East Ltd.
Extensions
Garages
Alterations
Modernisations
All Building Work
Undertaken
Quality Workmanship at
Fair Prices
Friendly Reliable Service
All Work Fully Guaranteed

01325 321334
After hours
07831 664290

LAMBTON
JOINERY
Kitchen and bedrooms fitted,
doors, skirting, dado rails,
laminate floors, general joinery.
No job too small. Call for free
estimates. Tel 07858 755437
G. WELCH Joinery. All
general joinery, 43 years
experience. no job too small.
Tel 01325 320736

ELDON HOPE
BUILDING
MATERIALS
Old Eldon

01388 775261 / 07966 067522
www.eldonhope.co.uk
ROCKSALT
£98.00 + VAT for 850kg
£3.60 + VAT for 25kg
Get Ready for Winter
Same Day/Next Day Delivery

HOUSE PLANS, Extensions
and Alterations Tel: 01325
307640 / 07795 965670
BILL LOWERY (Builder).
Brick laying, plastering, joinery
etc. No job too small. Tel 01325
311 225
S. WALKER General Builder.
Brickwork specialists. Tel
07707 190354

ASPECTS

Property Maintenance
* Interior Alterations
* Plastering, Tiling, Decorating
* Kitchen, Bathroom, Bedroom
* Patios and all types of flooring
* Insurance work welcome
Free estimates
Guaranteed Quality Work

For all your printing
requirements

Newton Press 300212

Tel: 312441

Mobile 07841 202 222
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Health &
Beauty
WAVES ladies hairdressing
and nails. Reliable and friendly.
Discounts for OAPs! Mini
manicure and Pedicure only
£12.00! Tel 01325 308099 or
07986 620 397.

Christmas
Wishes

www.newtonnews.co.uk

Holiday
FLORIDA VILLA now
booking to 2010. Sleeps 8,
close to all attractions. www.
villaflorida.biz or call 300212
(9-5pm)

Accommodation

WISHING all my friends in
Newton Aycliffe and Electrolux
Spare Parts a very Merry
Christmas and a Prosperous
New Year. Best wishes to you
all.
Matty Dalton, 8 Jubilee Close,
Roscommon Erie, Ireland

2 BEDROOM with garage in
Washington Crescent, £450 per
month, £400 Bond. Tel 07771
660369
4 BEDROOM house for rent
with garden and garage in
Newton Aycliffe, £590 rent per
month + bond and references
required. Tel 07891 031728 for
details
3 BEDROOM large flat in
Darlington. Tel 07866 622 243

For Sale

Entertainment

WOODEN playframe including
slide, pole, rock climb, rope and
ladders, great fun for the kids.
£160 (no offers). Dismantled
and ready to go Tel 307530
BARGAIN BUYS Bargain of
the Week. Washing machine,
6kg load, A energy class, 2 year
warranty, delivered and fitted
for £219. Tel 321678
PALLETS and Pallet toppers
first come first served. Free,
call at Newton Press M-F, 9am4pm
CASIO ELECTRIC keyboard
with stand, boxed, ideal Xmas
gift! £80. Tel 312467
PHILLIPS 32” LCD television,
silver case, £90 ring 307530
CHILD’s 1st bike with
stabilisers, £25 ring 307530
COFFEE table, 120cmx70cms,
wood with glass insert, £95 ring
307530
BI-ORB 30 with led light and
accessories, £50 ring 307530
2 ORANGE and beige jumbo
foam filled fatsacs (beanbags),
£50 each or both for £90, ring
307530
PRO-ACTION Basketball set,
still in box, unwanted gift, £15.
Tel 314392
SAMSUNG 20” colour TV
with video/DVD combi, good
working order, £30 ono. Tel
321771
BEAUTIFUL large pink dolls
house with some furniture, £50;
Dirt Devil cylinder hoover,
1600w, new, in box, £35;
Double elctric blanket, new,
£25; Chocolate fountain, new, in
box, £10. Tel 310593 or 07790
299806
HOOVER 2000 watt, upright
cleaner, excellent working
condition, £30. Tel 312685
GOLF CLUBS bag, trolley and
balls, £30; Mans bike, excellent
condition, £30; Car cycle carrier,
£10; Small stepper machine as
new, £10. Tel 314599 or 07540
256364
BED KING SIZE Durham
Pine, foam mattress, VGC. £60
ono. Tel 313092
BIVEN medium oak leather
writing surface, 3 drawers, £30
ono, VGC, Tel 313092
BLUE AND BEECH cabin
bed with drawers and cupboard,
£50. Tel 07853 321199
WHITE bedroom furniture,
ring for details, £50. Tel 07967
310690
CANDY washing machine,
only months old, £50. Tel 07967
310690
CARPET washer, never used,
£60 obo. Tel 07967 310690
MEMORY FOAM double
divan bed, brand new, cost
£700, accept £180. Tel 07827
538709
LARGE rectangular Argos
oak table, 6 faux leather chairs,
excellent condition. Paid £350
April 09, will accept £175 ono.
Tel 07842 886772
NEED An old domestic
appliance removing? Can’t wait
for the Council? Tel. 321 678.

PAUL GITTINS DISCO For
any occasion, also Karaoke. Tel
317666 or 07831 269526.
FUN-n-BOUNCE Bouncy
Castles for hire with and without
slide, adult sizes available. All
parties catered for, also available
for indoor use. Tel 01325
307445 or 07594 436127
FACE PAINTING for all the
family. Any party, any occasion.
Tel 07876 344498
w w w. f a n c y d re s s p a r t y
costumes.co.uk - looking for
Christmas fancy dress? Visit
our online webstore. We have
many styles, don’t leave it too
late! - Merry Christmas
PROSTAR Entertainment
Disco or Karaoke for all
occasions. (Colin and Caroline
ex-Horndale Club). Tel 01325
313322 or 07976 719047
MR B’s KARAOKE and Disco
for any occasion. Tel 01325
308390 or 07527 212724

HUSTLE TO GET A JOB!
School-leavers in north east
should be prepared to be
flexible and ‘hustle’ to get
first job, says UK recruitment
body
With reports claiming that
one in five teenagers could
be receiving unemployment
benefits by the time they are 21,
school-leavers in the north east
who will be looking for work
following this week’s A level
results need to give themselves
the best possible chance of
entering the jobs market.
The UK recruitment body, the
Recruitment and Employment
Confederation (REC) has
outlined some key pieces of
practical advice for schoolleavers in the north east region
to help them get into the jobs
market which include being
flexible, building up their
CV with personal and workrelated achievements and
being prepared to ‘hustle’
to get opportunities in this
competitive environment.

Opticians

For those entering higher
education, it is equally crucial
to keep an eye on future job
prospects by complementing
their academic studies with
work-related
experiences
over the next few years.
Commenting on the overall
outlook for school-leavers on
the back of this week’s A Level
results, Kelly Adamson, REC
Director for the North East
Region, says:
“School -leavers are entering
the jobs market at one of the
bleakest times that we have
seen in many years. However,
the feedback from professional
recruiters is that there are
still opportunities for those
seeking to get a foot on the
career ladder. Temporary work
and internships can provide
the first step into the world of
work and help to build up the
practical skills that can make a
real difference in an extremely
competitive
jobs
market.
School leavers choosing to go
on to higher education should
supplement their studies with
practical work experience

Hairdressing
COLOUR CUTZ Latest
techniques in hair design.
Tel 07732 188090 - www.
colourcutz.co.uk

Autos

Pets

Childminder

DOG WALKER available,
contact 07512 358452

WANTED - £50

for any complete vehicle, Cars,
Vans, Motorcycles, HGVs,
MoT Failures, Scrap Cars,
anything - Ring for a quote
FREE COLLECTION
Motocycles wanted, dead or alive

CHILDCARE Before / After
School Drop Off and Collect
from St. Francis, Byerly Park
and Horndale. Tel 07971 1112

Public Notice

Tel: 01325 300880
After hours 07980 712733

Computers

NEWTON NEWS

SCRAP CARS wanted for
banger racing, good prices
paid, can collect. Tel 316014

Personal

Revolution at
Ladbrokes
Food, Fun & Prizes

3rd-6th December
TOWN CENTRE
Strictly Over 18s only

SAMARITANS - 13 Woodland
Road, Darlington. We are
here for you 24 hours a day.
Telephone 08457 90 90 90

Wanted
BENTLEY SWIFT & CO
Antique Valuers and Buyers
WE WISH TO PURCHASE:
Antique Furniture, Watches,
Pre-War Furniture & Paintings,
Old China & Clocks, Old Books
Post Cards, Cigarette Cards,
Medals, Militaria, Coins, Toys,
Dolls, Silver and all Jewellery
Photographic Equipment, Linen,
Autographs, Fishing Tackle,
Deceased Estates etc.
All transactions in confidence
ALL AREAS COVERED

(01325) 480561
www.bentleyswift.co.uk

WATCH BATTERIES now
available at Taylors Newsforce
DONATIONS needed of Brica-Brac and other good condition
items for Newton Aycliffe good
causes. Ring John 316630
RSPCA Durham and District
cats and kittens for adoption,
fee applies to cover 1st and 2nd
vaccination, also neutering and
id chip. Please Tel 311215
PERSTORP/FORMICA
Reunion and Get Together.
Wednesday 23rd December
2009 at Newton Aycliffe
Workingmens Club from 1pm
onwards. Cheers Coops

Chiropody

in order to be in as strong a
position as possible when it
comes to kick-starting their
professional lives.
“For those planning to jump
straight into the jobs market,
flexibility and persistence
will be vital. A carefully
thought through and typofree CV is a good start and
young job-seekers will need to
demonstrate the life skills and
attitudes that employers are
looking for. “
Kelly also stressed: “Jobseekers
should also take advantage of
the support that is available
from the numerous recruitment
professionals in the north east
and local Jobcentres in order
to get that crucial first foothold
into the world of work.
“Looking ahead, the labour
market of the future will
increasingly be geared towards
higher end, highly skilled jobs.
This is why we must encourage
continuous development and
on the job training as well as
helping school leavers to chose
the best possible academic or
vocational training options”.
Based on the feedback from
recruitment professionals, the
REC has issued the following
advice for school-leavers:
Build up your CV –
Internships, work experience,
voluntary work and temporary
placements are crucial ways
of building up your CV and
experiencing the practicalities
of the world of work that can
make a real difference in an
extremely competitive jobs
market.
Consider vocational training
opportunities – These can
provide a way into specific
industries where there is likely
to be an increasing demand
in the coming years, e.g.
engineering.
Weigh up the pros and cons
of pursuing the university
route – It is worth considering
the option of getting into a
particular sector or industry ‘at
the bottom’ and working your
way up.
Manage your own expectations
– Nobody gets the perfect
job straightaway but all work
experiences are useful and will
build generic skills such as
communication, teamwork and
time management.

Get the right support – Use
as many sources as possible to
get the guidance and support
that you need to get that first
job. Talk to careers services,
recruitment professionals and
people who already work in
the industry you are targeting
to get the inside track and build
up useful contacts.
Get the basics right – Proofread and perfect your CV to
make sure it is free of mistakes.
Prepare well for interviews
and practice with a friend if
you can. Think about things
that you have done that aren’t
necessarily work related but
highlight positive attributes
and personal achievements.
Understand what employers
are looking for – Use the
internet to do your research
and speak to people in the
industry to learn more about
the employer you are being
interviewed by and the skills
they are looking for.
Don’t be afraid to ‘hustle’ –
Job-seekers who are prepared
to chase employers for workplacements or for guidance
on upcoming opportunities
are often respected for their
tenacity and desire as these are
key qualities that employers
look for in a candidate.

BEAUFORDS, Daimler
limousines, Rolls Royce’s and
Jaguars available for weddings,
anniversaries and special
occasions. Tel 01740 620147
(Sedgefield), 07721 771 113
or visit our website on: www.
durhamweddingcars.co.uk

Births
Hobson

“Sophie Amber”
To Stef and Michael Hobson
congratulations on the birth
of “Sophie Amber”, born
on Saturday 28th November
2009. A beautiful daughter.
Love and congratulations
from Mam, Dad and Fay

NEW ENERGY SAVING
LIGHT BULB YOU’VE
BEEN WAITING FOR
Energy-saving
light
bulb
technology
has
gathered
considerable pace over the past
few months with manufacturers
worldwide racing to design
and produce the perfect next
generation light bulb that not
only saves money but looks
good too.
That important breakthrough
has now been achieved with
the unveiling of the new GE
Energy SmartTM which is
available from the online
energy-saving
lighting
specialists Eco Promotion

SIMPLE STEPS TO STAY
WARM THIS WINTER
With the latest figures
from the Office of National
Statistics showing the
highest number of excess
winter deaths for nine
years, Age Concern and
Help the Aged are urging
older people to make sure
they are fully prepared
to beat the threat of fuel
poverty and keep warm
during the colder winter
months.
The Charity, in partnership
with British Gas, has
produced a free Information
Booklet offering essential
advice on managing fuel
bills, insulating your home
and applying for benefits, as
well as a free thermometer
to help monitor room
temperature. The Booklet
includes the following
advice about keeping out
the cold:
CHECK what you’re
entitled to: contact a local
benefit advisory service
to see what financial
support is available. Older
people who receive a low
weekly income may be
entitled to Pensions Credit,
Community Care Grants
and
Budgeting
Loans
(available for items such as
bedding and heating) and

Weddings

Crisis Loans which may
occasionally be given for
fuel costs.
INSULATING
YOUR
HOME: this can have
a significant impact on
energy bills. Loft insulation
will prevent heat escaping
through the roof and
insulating the hot water
tank will slow down the
amount of heat loss.
KEEP MOVING: Any
physical activity from
walking to the shops to
doing housework is good
for the circulation and
warms you up. If it’s very
cold outside, try to stay
active indoors.
STAY
WARM:
the
recommended
room
temperature is 21ºC, but
older people should not
hesitate to increase this
should they feel cold.
Anyone exposed to a cold
environment for a long
period of time is at risk of
hypothermia.
Older people who are
concerned about weathering
the winter are advised to
call Age Concern and Help
the Aged on 0800 1692 081
to order a free Information
Booklet and find out what
support is available.

(www.ecopromotion.co.uk).
These new bulbs are different
from any other energy-saving
light bulb on the market in that
the design has successfully
overcome the difficulties of
producing a bulbwith the
classic shape of a traditional
incandescent light bulb yet is
coupled with the energy-saving
benefits of compact fluorescent.
Newly developed by GE
engineers and scientists this
latest technology features a T2
CFL Spiral which incorporates
startlingly
miniaturised
electronics. Protected by over
a dozen patent applications the
new GE Energy SmartTM is
truly in a class of its own.
The new bulb turns on instantly
and has virtually the same
size and look of a standard
incandescent light bulb. With
the added advantage of an
impressive energy-saving level
of around 80% compared to a
60-100W old style bulb the new
Energy SmartTM bulb is being
hailed as the next generation
light bulb that everyone’s been
waiting for.
There is a choice of 11W and
20W bulbs in the offer which
are the equivalent to 60 and
100 W. At just £9.99 for ‘two’
bulbs, including postage these
unrivalled new bulbs are
guaranteed to provide 10,000
hours of lifetime and will last
the average household around
5 years. To take advantage of
this exceptional offer and to
experience next generation
lighting with the familiar feel
of a traditional bulb visit the
Eco Promotion website at
www.ecopromotion.co.uk
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Greenfield to Host Comenius Project

Comenius is a project involving four partner Countries,
including Majorca, France, Germany and Greenfield,
UK.. The project is designed to break down barriers and
stereotypes, share ideas about global issues and to be
creative, have fun and make new friends.
I have been involved in this project for the past two years and
have been lucky enough to make visits to Germany, Majorca
and France. Our latest visit was to Limoges, France, in
November, where we experienced a different type of culture
and made new friends.
Our project title is “Energy” therefore during the visit we
explored ideas and contexts about this theme with our
European partners. I am really looking forward to the finale
event in March which we are hosting at Greenfield College.
Sixty young people from our European partners will be
coming from Monday 15th March - Friday 19th March
2010. We are looking for Greenfield families to host
our international students during a week of exciting
opportunities! This project has had a positive affect on my
life, it has made me think from different perspectives and
different angles. The experiences I’ve had of the different
cultures have made me who I am now.
The project for me is a very important one, as it uses ideas
from all of our partners to make a big difference. All I can
say is, thank you for the opportunities and I recommend this
it to everyone! If you are interested in being involved and
would like to host a student please contact Katy Milne on
01325 307 147 or email: katy.milne@greenfieldschool.net
By Daniel Martin in final year at Greenfield

LUCKY BIKE WINNER

GAMP SPEND £150k ON LOCAL PROJECTS
The Great Aycliffe & Middridge
Partnership
Board
and
Forum have both met within
the last 7 days progressing
various projects to enhance
our environmewnt and bring
enjoyable youth acitivites to
the town. The total cost will be
in the region of £150,000 and
includes a pot of £25,000 for
local groups to bid for financial
support for their own projects.

Flynn
Hoggarth
being
presented with his prize bike
by Mayor Mary Dalton this
week. Flynn was the lucky
winner of the draw for this
bike following the October
holiday sports courses.

Thank You
THANKS VERY much to
the kind person who handed
in my cash card at Tesco’s on
Wednesday. So grateful for
your honesty. Margaret Cox

NEWTON
NEWS

Conditions of
Acceptance of News
and Advertisements
Newton News is printed and
published by Howarth Ltd.
trading as Newton Press,
St. Cuthberts Way, Aycliffe
Business Park, Co. Durham
DL5 6DX.
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retain the right to refuse
copy or artwork of which
we may not approve. The
Publisher cannot guarantee
publication of copy received
or accept responsibility
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innacuracy in the printing,
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any fault of our making by
printing a correct version.
The Publisher retains the
copywright of all material
published and it may not
be reproduced without
permission of the proprietors
of Newton News.
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XCEL
CHURCH
HAS
LEFT THE
BUILDING
These are history making days
for Xcel Church. After 22 years
in Woodham Village the Church
is moving out. This Sunday
is the last Service for them in
their current venue. As from
Sunday the 13th December
they will be hosting Church in
their brand new home, the Xcel
Centre.
The Church has grown steadily
during its 40 year history since
Jack & Pansy Dickenson first
started the Church in 1967 and
moved around Newton Aycliffe
before settling in their own
venue in Woodham in 1987.
This next exciting adventure
for Xcel Church sees them
stepping into their future in the
new Xcel Centre - a £5million
Conference Centre on the
Aycliffe Business Park.
Senior Pastor John Greenow
said ‘We are excited about the
move. We have outgrown this
venue and are looking forward
to growing into the new space.
It is especially great that the
first event being held at the
Xcel Centre is the Aycliffe
Community Carol Concert
which will provide all of
Newton Aycliffe an opportunity
to come and see what the venue
has to offer.’
The Xcel Centre will be open
on the 13th December and
includes full conferencing
facilities including a 1200
seater auditorium & exhibition
hall, Little Cubs Day Care &
Jacksons Coffeehouse proudly
brewing Starbucks. Log on to
www.xcelcentre.com for more
information about the Centre.
For events hosted by Xcel
Church over Christmas please
check out xcelchurch.com or
ring 0845 4505871

Obituary
TEMPORARY
GRAVE MARKERS
Engraved, Same Day Service
Aycliffe Framers & Engravers
Telephone: 321280
WILSON 24th November,
peacefully
in
Sedgefield
Community Hospital, Sybil,
aged 85 years of Newton
Aycliffe. Dearly loved Wife
of John, much loved Mam of
Ruth, dear Mother-in-Law
of Phil, loving Grandma to
Sophia and her Husband Paul
and a devoted Great Grandma
to Owen and Georgia. Also a
special friend to Kathy. Will
family and friends please meet
for Service in St Clares Church,
Newton Aycliffe on Tuesday
8th December at 10.30am to
be followed by interment in
the West Cemetery, School
Aycliffe.
CROFT In loving memory of
Denize Croft who sadly passed
away on the 27th November
2009 at North Tees Hospital
aged 41. Mother to Anthony,
a beloved Sister and Aunty
- Funeral to be held at St.
Edmund’s Church, Sedgefield.
Please contact James Croft for
details on 07729 460 232. All
friends welcome
ROBERT
MORRELL
Died 26th November. Loving
Husband to Agnes, Father
to Thomas, Roberta, Julie,
Stephen, David and a loving
Granda and Great Granda.
Funeral at St Clares Church
on Tuesday 8th December at
2.15pm and afterwards at the
Big Club xxx

Congratulations
Ollie Coulter

Look Who’s Four! - Happy 4th Birthday
To our very special little boy. Love you to the moon and back.
From Mammy and Daddy xx
OLLIE COULTER To our
little star, Ollie. Happy 4th
birthday. Love, Gran and
Grandad xx
JOHN WARD Happy 50th
birthday! Have a great time in
Scotland. Lots of love from all
the family xxx
WARD John and Hazel,
congratulations on your Pearl
Wedding Anniversary. Love,
Helen, Nicola and Rachel xxx
CLAYTON
FACINILLE
Happy 1st birthday to our
gorgeous Nephew, love always,
Auntie Michelle and Uncle
Colin xx
CLAYTON Happy birthday
from your big Cousin, Cameron
xx
JOSHUA JAMES Happy
1st birthday to a very special
Grandson. Love and hugs from
Nana and Grandad xxx
JOSHUA JAMES Happy 1st
birthday to our Nephew. Love
from Uncles Liam and Mash
xx
JOSHUA JAMES To a special
little boy on your 1st birthday.
Love and kisses Aunty Claire
and Uncle Neil
STEPHANIE
CUMMINS
Happy 18th birthday, 30th
November. Enjoy your party.
Have a great night. Lots of
love, Mam, Dad, John, Gemma
and Kyle
JAYDEN BLACK Happy 18th
birthday, 10th December. Lots
of love, Mam and Luke xxx
BUTTLE
SOLIEL
Congratulations on attaining
a Degree, BSc Crime Scene
2:1. Good luck in the future.
Love, Grandma, Grandad and
Andrew

Lesley Owen

THE BIG 50
9th December 2009
Lesley - my love to you
always on this very special
day. From Dave x
Mam - We hope you have
a fab 50th. Love, Stu and
Sammi xx
Lesley - Best wishes on
your 50th birthday. Love
always, Mam xx
Lesley - Enjoy you 50th.
Love and best wishes,
Charlotte x
LESLEY - Have a fab
weekend away (I’m sure we
will), HaHa. Love, Melanie,
Ian and Stacey xxx
Lesley - Happy 50th
birthday. Love, Joanne,
Lauren, Sophie and Luke
xx

Joshua James

In Memoriam
NAIS GRAY 10th December.
Thinking of you every day,
Sadly missed in every way.
Wife, Pamela, Brother Philip,
Sister-in-Law
Karen
and
Nephew Philip Andrew
HAZEL YOUNG. It’s two
years since we said good bye,
we miss you so much Mum,
sometimes we just can’t believe
you’re not here. We know you
will always be by our sides
watching over us. Love you
always and forever, Carol,
Gary, Donna, Stuart, Gary,
Dean and Chantelle xxx
ROBERT
MORRELL
Granda, we’re missing you
already, love, Lindsay, Neil,
Jamie, Chentelle, Hope, Josh
and Lily xx
ROBERT MORRELL We
will love and miss you always
Granda. Love, Robert, AnnMarie and Adele
ROBERT MORRELL Great
Granda. Love and miss you
loads. Love, Kaitlyn, Jodie,
Jack, Rhys and William

Happy 1st Birthday
To our special little boy,
happy 1st birthday. We
love you very much. From
Mummy and Daddy xxx

Property Wanted
WANTED 2 or 3 bedroom
house in local area to rent and/
or buy. Please call Julie on
07971 278250

Birthday
Remembrance
ANNE HURST 7th December.
Remembering our beautiful
Mum and Nana, today and
every day. The love you gave
us will remain in our hearts
forever xxxx
CHRIS PAPE 9th December.
Remembering
a
special
Brother and Uncle on your
50th birthday. Love, Margaret,
John, Hannah and Sam xxx
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Council Signs Commitment to Rubbish & Recycling Grandad (95) and Grandson
It is hoped residents in County Durham will benefit from better
services as Durham County Council becomes one of the first local
authorities to commit to better waste and recycling services.
The authority have pledged to try to ensure residents receive a
waste and recycling service which is value for money and meets
their needs.
Councillor Bob Young, Portfolio Holder for Environment and
Leisure, said: “By signing up to this commitment we are reinforcing
the message to our residents that we are committed to providing
them with a waste and recycling collection service which is right
for them. Coupled with the extension of the Green Waste Scheme,
this commitment will help in our constant drive to reduce the
amount of waste we send to landfill.”
Councillor Brian Stephens, Portfolio Holder for Neighbourhoods,
said: “The commitment makes it clear what residents can expect
from our service and we hope it will improve residents’ satisfaction
with it even further.”
The Waste Collection Commitment is based on research into what
people like and dislike about their existing services and issues that
are important to them. Research has highlighted regular and reliable
collections and clean streets after collections are top of the list.
The commitment has been developed by WRAP (Waste & Resources
Action Programme) and the Local Government Association (LGA)
and It sets out ten points which the council will meet in delivering
in its service.
These are:
1 Explain clearly what services residents can expect to
receive,
2 Provide regular collections,
3 Provide a reliable collection service,
4 Consider any special requests that individual households
may have,
5 Design services and carry out collections in a way that
doesn’t produce litter,
6 Collect as many materials for recycling as possible and
explain what happens to them,
7 Clearly explain service rules and the reasons for them.

Receive Veteran Badges

8 Tell residents good time about changes to services, even
temporarily,
9 Respond to complaints,
10 Tell all residents about this commitment to collecting waste.

COUNCILLORS DONATE
TO LOCAL PROJECTS
Councillors Sarah Iveson and John Moran have made cheque
presentations to the groups shown in the photographs below: The
Whitehouse, Aycliffe Village, Peter Beaty from the Neville Parade
Senior Citizens and St. Mary’s School for the development of a
new garden.

The Presentation to Veterans
last Saturday at Neville
Community Centre brought
Grandad
and
Grandson
Michael Benson and Ray
Lambert together to receive
their badges.
Ray was born in Darlington
in 1915 He worked as a time
served bricklayer for British
Rail and met his wife Olive
in the late 1930’s. Ray joined
the Marines in the second
world war serving on the MTB
boats on the south coast of
England and also trained as a
Commando.
He was posted to Burma in 1944
missing the birth of his first
daughter Patricia. He returned
from the conflict in the Far
East in 1946. Another daughter
Denise was born in 1949. Olive
and Ray continued to live in
Darlington while Ray worked
at Cummings until retirement,
moving to Aycliffe in the early
70’s. Grandson Michael was
born in 1964 and went to St
Marys School and then on to
St Johns at Bishop Auckland.
Inspired by his Grandad’s war
record he joined the Army in
1980 at the age of 16. He was
posted with the Royal Artillery.
in Germany and then served in
Northern Ireland. He left the
Army in 1988 to work in the
Transport industry. He was
recently married to Diane.

Come On Ron!

Pagebet, held a nationwide
Roulette tournament on 21st
and 22nd November. Each
contender received 5 chances
to get the highest score having
a free £20 go on the roulette
game over 5 minutes. The 3 top
scores in each shop were asked
to play in a Regional Final held
on 28th November in their
local shop.
Ron Hall from Defoe Crescent
who had never played the game
machine before was the highest
from 12 shops and won a 32”
T.V.. Everyone is now wishing
him luck in the Grand Final
where 12 players go head to
head to win a trip for 2 for a
week in Las Vegas.
The Final is on 5th December
and Pagebet are hoping for a
big crowd in their shop to cheer
Ron on. The Manager Andrea
and all the staff wish Ron the
luck he serves.

