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LET US HELP YOU GET
THROUGH YOUR LOSS

John Meynell Funeral Service
Office and Chapels of Rest:

Cemetery Chapel, Stephenson Way, Newton Aycliffe DL5 7DS

Telephone: 01325 301 405
150 North Road, Darlington

Telephone: 01325 382 542
Monumentals & Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

24 hours a day - Funeral Director: Penny Dawson DipFD, MBIFD

MOT TESTING CENTRE
Now Open for Cars and Vans (Class 4 & 7)

* FAMILY RUN BUSINESS *

G.H. PALIN & SONS
Carlbury Road, Aycliffe Industrial Estate

Telephone: 01325 300880
After Hours Telephone: 07980 712733

NOW YOU CAN PLACE YOUR ADS ONLINE
• New online payment method for personal announcements

• Easy to follow step by step procedure
• Upload photographs or images and create your own account

• Small business adverts also accepted

visit: www.newtonnewsads.co.uk

Newton News would like to apologise to TaxEasE uk for 
the incorrect information published in the previous issue

Newton Aycliffe Pipe Band will 
welcome everyone to the new 
Xcel Conference Centre on 
the occasion of the fi rst public 
event, the annual Community 
Christmas Concert organised 
by the Rotary Club.
This Gala Opening occasion 
is on Sunday 13th December 
from 2pm to 5.30pm. The 
concert is performed from 
3pm to 4.30pm when Aycliffe 
& Brancepeth Brass Band 
leads the singing of popular 
carols and songs interspersed 
with items presented by eight 
schools from the town.
The Mayor and Councillors 
will be present and light 
meals and refreshments will 
be available in the coffee 
shop and other leisure areas 
of this massive new complex 
on Aycliffe Business Park 
opposite the Waste Recycling 

TOWN’S PIPE BAND AT XCEL 
CENTRE’S INAUGURAL CONCERT

Depot. Father Campion from 
St. Mary’s and St. Joseph’s will 

give the Christmas Blessing at 
the end of the Concert.

Saturday 28th November 2009 
at the Agnew Community 
Centre in Morrison Close 
from 11am to 3pm.
We would like to thank those 
who have booked tables for the 
New and Nearly New sales.
The children will be well 
catered for with Santa arriving 
at noon and staying till 2pm, 
they can write a letter to Santa 
and all will receive a reply 
before Xmas. A children’s 
entertainer will be around for 
most of the day along with a 
face painting Lady, Food and 
Drink at reasonable prices.
Should you wish to take out 

Family Day Including Santa
a Membership for 2010 then 
you can do so now at no 
extra charge, £2 and £1 for 
concessions, members receive 
a discount on Children’s 
Party bookings and several 
committee members will be 
available should you wish 
to discuss any item relating 
to the Agnew Community 
Centre.  Any item prior to the 
day then please ring the Event 
Organizer, Margaret Lovelady 
on 01325 319857. 
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THE VILLAGE PHARMACY
Pioneering Care Centre, Cobblers Hall
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe
Telephone 01325 311297

OPENING TIMES
Monday - Thursday 8.30am-5.30pm, Friday 8.30am-6.00pm

(Closed 1.00pm-2.00pm for Lunch)
Saturday 9.00am-12.000noon

We offer a full range of services including: Free Prescription Collection and 
Delivery Service from any Surgery in Newton Aycliffe, Pregnancy Testing, 

Care in the Chemist, Pharmacist always available for help and advice
Also visit our NHS Stop Smoking Clinic on

Tuesday and Thursday 9.30am-11.30am (Commit to Quit)

Pharmacist: Alisdair McConnell MRPharmS
Call us for more details on 311297 where our friendly staff will be happy to help

Lose weight in time for the   
      Christmas party season

• Friendly, encouraging Counsellors 
• Small, supportive groups
• No calorie counting

1 stone or more overweight?*
Lose weight fast and keep it off

Susan Hampton
Newton Aycliffe
01325 328826

*BMI of 25 or above www.lighterlife.com

Helen Carter
Stockton on Tees
01642 353534

PACT MEETINGS
Durham Constabulary are 
dedicated to making your 
neighbourhood safer. If you 
have any issues affecting 
your quality of life and 
want to discuss it with your 
neighbourhood Police Team 
then get involved in your local 
PACT Meeting.
This is an informal discussion 
with the Police and local 
partners to resolve problems 
where you live.
Ring 0345 6060 365

Aycliffe Village Hall
Saturday 21st November

10am to 12noon.

Neville Parade 
Methodist Church 

Lounge
Thursday 26th November

6-30pm to 8-00pm

Dear Sir,
Anyone living in Newton 
Aycliffe will know that Honest 
John is always fundraising for 
Charities and good causes. 
He has his stall at our town 
centre market every Tuesday 
and is always there no matter 
what the weather brings.
During the last few weeks, 
he has helped raise money 
for the Lee Green Dance 
Centre freestyle troupe and 
has raised an amazing sum of 
£600.  All at Lee Green wish 
to thank him and the general 
public who contributed 
through their donations and 
purchases.  He’s one in a 
million and has a heart of 
gold.
Please continue to support 
him so that others can 

HONEST JOHN HELPS 
TOWN DANCE SCHOOL

also benefi t from his 
kindheartedness.
Our thanks too to Margaret 
Bain and Audrey Robinson 
for their thoughtfulness 
and constant help with 
fundraising at the dance 
school. 
Caroline Race
Teacher/Choreographer

Ed: Honest John has also 
donated £500 to the town’s 
Boxing Club and is currently 
raising cash for Aycliffe 
Cheerleaders and the Turbinia 
Bike Club Christmas Appeal 
for disadvantaged children.
John thanks all Newtonians 
who donate goods to his charity 
stall. Next year’s fundraising is 
fully booked with 18 locally 
based good causes.

ONLY TWO TABLES LEFT 
FOR COURTNEY SUPPER
Only two tables are left for 
a Pie & Peas Supper talk-
in with former World Cup 
referee George Courtney in a 
fortnight.
Newton Aycliffe FC have 
already sold more than 80 
tickets for the event, to be held 
at Newton Aycliffe Sports Club 
next Friday (27th November). 
Courtney is the guest speaker 
for the talk-in, along with well-
known hilarious comedian Ned 
Kelly. Tickets are priced just 
£15 each, which includes a Pie 
& Peas supper, and two tables 
of eight are remaining.
Chairman Gary Farley said: 
“As we thought tickets have 
been in quite high demand and 
we’d expect the last 16 tickets 
remaining to be snapped up in 
the next few days.”
Anyone interested in 
buying tickets can contact 
organiser Martin Walker 
on 07826 525907, or email 
martinwalker50@hotmail.com
Alternatively, tickets are 
available from the Sports 
Club and at Moore Lane Park 
on matchdays. Aycliffe have 
jumped a couple of places in 
the Northern League second 
division with two big wins in 
the last fortnight. A 2-0 win 
at home to second-placed 
Whitehaven was followed by 
a 1-0 win at Washington last 
week, Elliot Gardner scoring 
the all-important goal.
The back-to-back wins have 
lifted Aycliffe to 11th in the 
table, with two home games 
in the next week sandwiching 
Wednesday night’s big League 
Cup tie at home to West 
Auckland.
Meanwhile, Aycliffe’s eagerly-
awaited offi cial 2010 Calendar 
is now available to buy. More 
than 50 copies of the calendar 
have been pre-ordered, meaning 
there’s only 100 remaining for 
general sale, priced £5.
Copies are available from 
the refreshments cabin on 
matchdays, from any member 
of the committee, or call Martin 
Walker on 07826 525907, email 
martinwalker50@hotmail.com
Aycliffe would like to thank 
all advertisers and sponsors 
for their contributions towards 
printing costs.

FIXTURES
Saturday 21st  November: 
Northallerton (H), 3pm
Wednesday 25th November: 
West Auckland (H), Cup, 
7.30pm
Saturday 28th  November: 
North Shields (H), 3pm
Saturday 5th December: Team 
Northumbria (A), 3pm
Saturday 12th December: 
Darlington RA (A), 3pm
Saturday 19th December: 
Birtley Town (A), 3pm
Saturday 26th December: 
Crook Town (H) 3pm
www.newtonaycliffefc.co.uk

REMEMBRANCE DAY
1st Newton Aycliffe Scout Group would like to say a huge thank 
you to Evelyn Goudie who for the last year has been raising 
money to enable the group to purchase coats for the cubs, scouts 
and leaders to wear at scouting events.  At the Remembrance Day 
Parade last year the weather was atrocious.  Our young people 
marched in full uniform and they were so wet their shirts turned a 
different shade of green.  Evelyn saw that other organisations were 
wearing coats so she made it her ambition that by Remembrance 
Day this year the group would have their own outdoor coats 
embroidered with the scouting logo.  After raising over £1000 this 
was achieved and our cubs and scouts proudly marched to church 
for the two minute silence last Sunday.  
Other people have helped Evelyn along the way and we also must 
thank her husband Bill, Anne Foster, Lynne Howe, Julie Bennett, 
Annie Turnbull, Chris Tate, Stephen Picken, Bryan Witt, Moore 
Lane Sports Club and Honest John who without their help and 
support it wouldn’t have been possible to raise such an amount 
of money.  Thank you again Evelyn, your ideas, enthusiasm, 
motivation and hard work is much appreciated.
More information on the Scout Movement including opportunities 
for young people and adults alike can be obtained locally from 
Ian Johnson on 0845 0944 084 or from 1stnewtonaycliffe@
durhamscouts.org.uk
Carolyn Howe
Treasurer 1st Newton Aycliffe Scout Group

Family History Society
The Society’s AGM will take place on Wednesday 25th November 
at 7.30 p.m., followed by a buffet supper. Members are kindly asked 
to bring any items borrowed from the Society’s library collection 
for an annual review. There will be no meeting in December.
The Society meets on the last Wednesday of each month at the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, Shafto Way. If you are 
interested in Family History, please come along to any meeting. 
Car parking and refreshments are free. For further information 
please visit our website at www.communigate.co.uk/ne/nafhs or 
contact Mr John Barraclough, Secretary, on 01325-315959.

PACT Meeting
Public & Community 

Together
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M.V. MOBILITY
Scooters from £295.00
Powered Riser/Recliner Chairs from £495
No Obligation, Home Demo
Part Exchange Welcome
MOBILE SHOWROOM
All Major Credit Cards Accepted
0% Finance Available

Tel Michael 01937 558 604

Wheelchairs
Adjustable Beds

Stairs Lifts
Bath Lifts

Local shower designer and 
manufacturer, Roman Ltd 
based at Newton Aycliffe, has 
announced their continued 
sponsorship to Britain’s most 
successful female racing 
driver- Amanda Whitaker. 
Amanda has been racing for 
over 10 years and has achieved 
3 consecutive National Single 
Seater Championship titles, 
over 50 race wins, multiple lap 
records, she currently holds 
4 Monoposto lap records, 
the 2006 European Formula 
Atlantic Championship title, 
top points scorer overall in 2006 
European F2 Championship, 
the fi rst female in history to 
win a National Formula Ford 
Championship race and 2nd 
in the 2009 HSCC Historic 
Formula Ford Championship 
race- to name just a few. 
When she is not busy racing 
she is occupied in her role as a 
performance driving instructor 
throughout the UK, Europe and 
USA working for most major 
racing car manufacturers and 
racing schools. Amanda is also 
a precision driver in many TV 
adverts.
Roman are proud to sponsor 
such a successful racing driver, 
especially as she is locally 
based in Newton Aycliffe. 
Amanda visited the factory on 
the 4th November to meet the 
Roman Team and to showcase 
her new racing car. The Team 
were delighted to meet Amanda 
and a few Roman employees 
even got to have a go in her 

ROMAN SPONSOR BRITAIN’S MOST 
SUCCESSFUL FEMALE RACING DRIVER

racing car.
David Osborne, Roman’s 
Managing Director comments; 
“We are extremely pleased to 
continue such a successful and 
benefi cial partnership with a 
thriving local racing driver. 

Amanda has had a triumphant 
year with her racing and 
personal appearances. The 
factory visit was a great chance 
for our Team to meet Amanda 
and we look forward to 
developing this relationship.”

Eleven lucky students from 
Woodham Community 
Technology College are on 
cloud nine after the news that 
they have been selected to 
coach in America next summer 
on an American Summer 
Camp.  This is part of the 
COACH USA programme 
that the college and Active 
Inclusion have put together.
The lucky students who were 
chosen from a large fi eld of 
applicants from the college 
were put through a rigorous 
interview process before 
being offered a place on the 
programme. As part of the 
programme, and in the run 
up to fl ying out to America, 
the eleven students will be 
given access to an individually 
tailored coach education plan 
involving national governing 
body awards, practical coaching 
assessments and in house 
training from Active Inclusion. 
The students will also be 
marketing and launching their 
very own multi skills sports 
sessions every week in college 
for younger students to take 
part in.
The programme, which is 
believed to be the fi rst and only 
of its kind in the UK (normally 
you have to be 18 to be eligible 
for schemes such as this), was 
fi rst run last summer.  It was 
a huge success with all seven 
students who went earlier this 
year gaining rave reviews 
from the camp and its staff. 
As a direct result of this, there 
is an opportunity to continue 
the programme and send 
more students to America this 
summer. Eleven places have 

now been made available for 
year 11 students at Woodham 
this year.  All seven students 
who went to Camp Cody last 
year have also been invited 
back to coach for a second 
year.
Jon Tait, Director of Student 
Support at Woodham and a 
key partner in the COACH 
USA programme said “I am 
so proud of all of our students 
who coached in America last 
summer. Their superb efforts 
have now enabled more 
students to experience the 
same opportunities this year. 
It is truly amazing to think that 
this year we will be sending 
18 local young students to 
the other side of the world 
to work and coach for four 
weeks. It is quite simply a life 
changing opportunity for these 
students”.
Darren Anderson, Managing 
Director of local sports coaching 
company Active Inclusion, said 
“To think that we are giving 
local young people from a 

working class North East town 
the opportunity to travel to the 
other side of the world, realise 
their dreams and coach young 
children is wonderful”.
Their month in America will 
be spent on Camp Cody (www.
cody.org) in New Hampshire 
where they will be coaching 
American children aged 7-15. 

WOODHAM STUDENTS CHOSEN 
TO COACH IN AMERICA

The camp is a traditional log 
cabin style camp situated in a 
stunning location in the heart 
of New Hampshire, 3 hours 
north of Boston. It offers a 
multitude of sports including 
water skiing, wind surfi ng 
and kayaking, alongside the 
traditional sports of baseball, 
basketball and American 
Football. Not only will the 
students have the summer 
of a lifetime, but they will 
also develop essential skills 
and characteristics needed 
in leadership which will 
undoubtedly see them continue 
to develop into successful, 
mature and dynamic individuals 
ready to realise their dreams 
and ambitions as young adults.
The eleven students selected 
this year are: Josh Stephenson, 
Beth Gibson, Sam Jarps, Lauren 
Craggs, Max Aldred, Rhianna 
Bonas, Paul Heilbron, Amy 
Cossins, Josh Watson, Rebecca 
Harris, and Niall Smith.

Enterprise Agency is still 
the business 25 years on

A County Durham enterprise agency is bang on track helping local 
businesses as it celebrates its 25th anniversary.
More than 100 guests, including the very fi rst Chief Executive 
John Robson, along with local business and board members past 
and present were invited to join in the SASDA celebrations at the 
Locomotion National Railway museum at Shildon.
The evening also served as a launch for the agency’s fl agship 
project the Working Neighbourhoods Fund – Engaging Employers, 
a source of funding which helps to provide advice and support to 
help local fi rms beat the credit crunch and cut unemployment. 
The fund enables businesses to access four support advisors who 
can provide help and advice for small to medium businesses as 
well as the offer of a wage subsidy designed to give business 
owners and manager the incentive to recruit. 
The support is available to businesses across Sedgefi eld borough 
and aims to provide the service to over 1000 businesses over the 
course of the project. 
As well as the launch of the Working Neighbourhoods Fund, the 
evening was also a celebration of SASDA’s 25th birthday, with the 
current and very fi rst CEO of the agency providing a few words to 
mark the occasion. 
SASDA’s current CEO, Karl Bone said: “The event was a 
celebration of our 25th year and an opportunity to say thanks to 
everyone who has been involved with us over that time. It was also 
really important to us to give some inspiration to local businesses 
and it was great to see so many of those business people there. 
The agency is, and always has been, about the people that make 
up our region’s small businesses. Without them there would be no 
business, so to have supported those people in their businesses for 
over a quarter of century is a real achievement.”  
Among guest speakers was the CEO of Durham County Council, 
George Garlick, who praised SASDA’s work and commitment to 
the community.
Mr. Garlick’s speech referred to the spirit of enterprise we have in 
this region and how businesses would need to harness that in the 
coming years.

Left to right: John Robson former CEO at SASDA and Karl Bone 
current CEO SASDA.

For some time now the Inner Wheel club of Newton Aycliffe has 
been sponsoring a young Cambodian lady Sisary Kheng as part of 
their Overseas Service. She has been Studying for a M.Sc. degree 
in Orthotics via distance learning and will receive it at Strathclyde 
University, Glasgow on November 6th. 
She is now the best qualifi ed practitioner in Cambodia dealing 
with the provision of artifi cial limbs for thousands of landmine 
victims left from the wars which still cause many amputations. 
As a Christian she faces problems from the belief of many 
Cambodians who think such injuries result from transgressions in 
a former life! 
Sisary called to meet and thank some of her sponsors this week 
on her way to Glasgow. The Inner Wheel ladies are very proud 
of Sisary who on her return to Cambodia will teach what she has 
learnt to others.

Sponsored Cambodian 
Student Gains M.Sc.
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Harrison Brown
Windows, Conservatories

Doors and Sun Rooms
 • Family run business • Safe and Secure
• Superb quality conservatories
• Bespoke sun rooms & garden rooms
• 90%+ of our work from recommendations

No Hassle, No Jargon,
No Salesmen, Just Tradesmen

25 Years experience in the
Window and Building Industry

Enhance your home with high quality windows
from the company you can trust.

Windows and Conservatories

TEL: 0845 6022 437
After hours 01325 321334

Does your House have
Designer Windows?
Let KAT Windows Systems transform the look
of your home with the latest Veka full sculptured
windows and doors.
KAT Window Systems will add style, value,
comfort and security to your home.
Make an entrance you deserve with one of our doors.

KAT WINDOW SYSTEMS
High Security • Windows • Doors • Conservatories

For a FREE no obligation quote
No pressured salesman “as we have Julie”

TELEPHONE: (01325) 318529

FENSA
Registered Company

BS7413
pvcu

Window
Profile

BS7412
pvcu

Window

BS7950
Window
Security

Pas 24-
1/7413 
Door 

Security

Choose 
from over 
100 styles

We also supply and fit uPVC
Internal Doors

“No Painting . . . Ever”
100’s of styles available

TANZ-IN-ERE
23 Neville Parade - Telephone: 300120

We are now stockists of
DIETARY SUPPLEMENTS
“Get into that little black dress and
have a glowing tan for Christmas”

For an Astonishing Christmas

STILL NEED TO BOOK YOUR CHRISTMAS
CELEBRATIONS? DON’T WORRY!

• Classic Christmas Party Nights
• Festive Lunches

• Christmas Day Lunch
• New Year’s Eve Gala Event

 All booking now at the Aston Hotel Darlington
Telephone: 01325 329 600

enquiries@astonhoteldarlington.co.uk

Quote NNX09 when you book your party and receive a
bottle of wine per six guests, with our compliments

XMAS PARTY NIGHTS 
AT DARLINGTON FC

DARLINGTON FC still have a limited number of dates available 
for their party nights at the Northern Echo Arena.
So it’s not too late to book your staff Christmas party this year!
For just £25 per person, Darlington’s package includes a sumptuous 
three-course meal by our highly-acclaimed chefs, followed by a 
disco party and a late bar.
The Northern Echo Arena boasts a range of function rooms, 
meaning the club can cater for virtually any party size large or 
small.
The elegant Ron Greener Suite and classy Platinum Lounge 
(pictured) are complemented by other smaller suites in the state-
of-the-art Arena, one of the regions’ Premier venues, offering an 
unrivalled range of facilities.
For more details, call Alison Williamson on 01325 387000 or 
email a.williamson@darlington-fc.net

This December the last Annual 
Dinner Dance takes place at 
the Shildon Civic Hall. The 
dances started 50 years ago by 
the late Captain Bob White and 
involved members of the Royal 
British Legion.
Over the years it has been held 
in many venues, including 
The Institute, various 
Workingmen’s clubs, The 
Masonic Hall and its present 
venue, the Civic Hall. Over 
the last 20 years the organiser 
has been Frank Timmiss, who 
kept the charity dance going 
after the local Legion group 
disbanded. He put on the dance 
to help local charities including 
The Butterwick Hospice and 
local Breast Cancer charities.
Many of the people who go 
and enjoy the annual dance 
have been going for 30 years or 
more, and indeed in its heyday 
the dance had nearly 150 
people attending. 
During the last couple of years 
the number has dwindled due 
to ill health and old age, so it 
has been decided, as all good 
things come to an end, this 
maybe the right time to call 
the “last dance” on this once 
popular event.
Frank Timmiss says, “I would 
like to thank all those who have 
supported the dinner dance over 
the years, and made it a great 
success, especially Graham 
Scarlett and his drummer 
Howard Miles who will be 
performing for the last time 
this year at the Civic Hall. Also 
Paul and his staff at the Civic 
have always helped to make 
this a great night with fi rst class 
catering, and I’m sure this year 
will be just as good.”
The last Charity Dinner Dance 
will be held on Friday, 11th 
December 2009 at the Shildon 

The Last Dance
Civic Hall. Tickets for the 
event are now on sale, so please 
telephone Frank on 01388 
777570 for more information.

Two Members of the Great Aycliffe Town Youth Council standing 
with County Councillor Dorothy Bowman after being presented 
with the RESPECT cup at the Greenfi eld Award Ceremony on 
Thursday 12th November 2009. Councillor Dorothy Bowman 
donated the cup to Greenfi eld School last year to be presented 
each year to  the pupil(s) who had earned respect from their fellow 
students during their last year at Secondary school.

The Respect Trophy NEVILLE COMMUNITY CENTRE
Santa Claus will be coming soon! We are looking for volunteers to do Santa Claus w/e 21st 
December:
21st - 2-4pm and 5-6pm  22nd - 2-4pm and 5-6pm
23rd - 10-12pm and 2-4pm  24th - 10-12pm and 2-4pm and 2-5pm
Would you like to voluntter to do a shift? Ring Peter on 313924.
Nurseries are invited to visit us on Monday 21st December by appointment on the above number, £1 
per child.
We are also looking for ladies to bake a cake for us for our Veterans Day parade on Saturday 28th 
November. Just drop it in before 11am on the parade day.
Calling all Veterans who applied for their veterans badges you need to be seated by 1.45pm on 28th 
November. If you haven’t returned your guest form please do so this weekend. We are always looking 
for books, (paper backs only) ring the above number for collection please.
Cook for Life Course commences Tuesday 5th January 2010 over 4 weeks. Free NHS provide the 
food, you help to prepare and eat it. Only six places left. Ring 313924 to book.

The fun starts at 9.00pm in 
the bar, only 50p per person to 
enter. Whether your strength is 
General Knowledge, Film & 
T.V., Picture Round, Sport or 
Music come along and try your 
luck. 
You could win cash prizes, 
drinks vouchers or spot prizes.
Why not make a night of it and 
have a meal from our extensive 
menu. For further information, 
contact the Oak Leaf Sports 
Complex 01325 300600

OAK LEAF 
NIGHT QUIZ
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SIMPSONS SHOE REPAIRS
**  Award Winning Shoe Repairs  **

WE ALSO OFFER:
Key Cutting - Trophy Supplies - Engraving

Watch Battery Replacement
Established over 50 years

TELEPHONE: 01388 77 77 09
24 Church Street, Shildon

Order before
6th December for

Guaranteed Christmas
Delivery

For the past year the 
parishioners of St Mary and St 
Joseph’s Parish in Aycliffe have 
been supporting a Care Centre 
that cares for AIDS victims 
in Mandeni, Kwa Zulu Natal, 
South Africa.  Mandeni is the 
AIDS /HIV capital of Africa - 
88% of the tested population is 
infected.  The Centre is run by 
Benedictine Missionaries and 
much of their work is devoted 
to running a hospice that cares 
for dying mothers and their 
infected babies.
Since October last year the 
parishioners have raised 
£13,500 for the Centre. Fr 
Michael Campion, Parish 
Priest of St Mary’s and St 
Joseph’s, told Newton News:  
“I am extremely proud of 
our parishioners who have 
contributed so generously 
over the year to this project.  
It is just another refl ection of 
their amazing commitment to 
people in need - wherever they 
are to be found.”
Photo: Lillian Molloy (left), 
representing the Order of Malta 
and the Blessed Gerard Care 
Centre, receiving a cheque for 
£13,500 from Maureen Osborn, 
Chairman of the Parish’s 
Justice and Peace Group.

Town’s Catholics Raise 
£13,500 for South Africa

Panto time is well and truly 
on at the Civic Hall in Shildon 
next week when CentreStage 
present Cinderella. Mix a little 
music and song, with plenty of 
laughter, add a little audience 
participation and all together 
you’ll get a great show for all 
the family to enjoy. 
There will be torment for poor 
Cinders as the stepmother and 
daughters do their favourite 
thing subjecting poor ole 
Cinders to a life of do this and 
do that. 
It’s up to the audience to make 
sure she is cheered, saving loud 
boo’s and hisses for the sisters. 
Buttons of course will help 
Cinders as much as possible 
and I’m sure he’ll get the kids 
to join him. The Royal Cooks / 
Odd job men, Chip and Chop, 
will try to please everyone with 
their antics, not always to the 
King and Queens liking. I’m 
sure they’ll get the job done, 
Oh yes they will! 
The director who plays Chip, 
Andrew Timmiss, who lives in 
Aycliffe says, “this is a show 
for all the family, and if the 
audience have as much fun 
as us in rehearsing, they will 

PANTOMIME AT SHILDON
certainly have a great time”.
Prince and Dandini will be 
searching for a lovely Princess, 
so to fi nd out if he fi nds his 
bride, or if the Ugly Sisters 
ever become beautiful, if 
fairy gets away from her Fairy 
Conference, if Buttons ever 

XMAS FETE
St Andrew’s Primary School, 
in South Church, Bishop 
Auckland are holding their 
christmas fete on Monday 7th 
December from 2pm.
Their will be a raffl e, tombola, 
cake stall, face painting, Virgin 
Vie, Jamie At Home, hand 
knitting, plus loads more. All 
money raised is to be used 
within the school, by the 
friends of the school.
Tea & coffee will be available, 
entry fee is only £1. All 
children must be accompanied 
by an adult.

We are grateful to Richard Bainbridge for sending in this picture of the lake at West Park. The birds 
which now includes swans have obviously made this their home. The assumption that the birds will 
fl y off for the winter is not borne out by this evidence and some residents want the Town Council to 
provide protection from dogs and hooligans.

AUTUMN ON THE LAKE

gets a letter, or Cinders ever get 
to the ball. join us at the Civic. 
It’s on Friday 20th, 7.30pm, 
Saturday 2pm and Sunday also 
at 2pm, all for a great price 
of £4 adults and £2.50 kids. 
Don’t delay, ring today, 01388 
774838 or 313363.

Dear Sir,
Democracy is the lifeblood 
of any community whether 
at the Palace of Westminster 
or  at local level. We would 
not survive long without this 
provider of governance.  
Even though local government 
and the democratic process 
play such an all pervasive 
part in our lives, it is alarming 
that so few individuals are 
actively involved. In the 
Newton Aycliffe area, there 
are probably fewer than fi fty 
people - out of a population 
of somewhere near 30,000 - 
active  in local politics. 
What is particularly 
alarming is the fact that most 
of us - and  I include myself 
- are over fi fty, many of us 
are well past retirement age. 
Life experience is valuable 
in decision-making, but we 
really do need an infusion of 
new, vibrant talent, covering 
all political beliefs, to 
safeguard the future of local 
government and democracy. 
Whatever your political 
persuasion, there is a 
desperate need for younger 
people to get  involved in local 
politics. Once we all gave our 
time freely, spending two or 
three evenings a week, locked 
in discussions on a whole 
range of important issues. 
Now, of course, the cost of 
democracy is somewhat more 
expensive; those elected to the 
higher tier of local governance 
can earn nearly £300 a week, 
some nearer £500 a week, if 
they have portfolios, board 
memberships or special 
responsibilities. 
It is an attractive career 
opportunity, for talented 
youngsters,  willing to work 
hard.  Therefore, I make a 
direct appeal to the younger 
element within our area to 
contact your local Councillor 
or activist and help breathe 
new life into the moribund, 
local democratic process. 
Politics can be both rewarding 
and fun. Play your part in 
building something special in 

our town and our area. 
Derek G Atkinson  
Lib Dem  
6 Denham Place 
Tel: 301395

Younger People 
Needed as Councillors Newton News is printed and published by Howarth Ltd. trading as Newton 

Press, St. Cuthberts Way, Aycliffe Business Park, Co. Durham DL5 6DX.
As the publishers we retain the right to refuse copy or artwork of which 
we may not approve. The Publisher cannot guarantee publication of copy 
received or accept responsibility for ommission, damage or innacuracy in 
the printing, but will attempt to put right any fault of our making by printing 
a correct version.
The Publisher retains the copywright of all material published and it may 
not be reproduced without permission of the proprietors of Newton News.

NEWTON NEWS
Conditions of Acceptance of News and Advertisements
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• 15 Years Experience   • Car & Light Commercial
• Free Insurance Estimates   • Modifi cations

• Colour Coding   • Body Kits   • Plastic Welding
• Motorcyle and Scooter Fairing Repairs

• Touch Up Paints including Laqueur £7.50
(Mixed while you wait)

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Call Neil on 01325 319199
or 07971 435 308

Unit E460F, Woodham Road, Aycliffe Bus. Park
Newton Aycliffe - www.spraybody.co.uk

WALKERS SUPPLIES
Leaside, Aycliffe Business Park - 314947

Cement, Sand, Gravel, Dolomite, Plywood,
Kiln Dried Sand, Fence Timbers, Sleepers, Plaster,

Decking Boards, Plasterboard,
Decorative Gravel, York Paving, Soil,
Compost, Fertilisers, Chicken Pellets,

Growmore, Bark, Shed Felt + much more
ROCK SALT IN STOCK NOW

Special Offer on Compost, Growmore & Chicken Pellets

* PUBLIC AND TRADE WELCOME *

Situations Vacant

Swimming 
Success

School swimming provision 
in County Durham’s primary 
schools has received national 
accreditation. Durham County 
Council has become the fi rst 
local authority in the country 
to achieve the Amateur 
Swimming Association’s 
Aquamark status.
The Aquamark scheme is 
aimed at increasing the number 
of people who learn to swim by 
ensuring there are high quality 
learning facilities and lessons 
available. Co. Durham primary 
schools have seen a higher 
percentage of pupils learning to 
swim than the national average, 
with 80 per cent of 11-year-
olds in the county able to swim 
a minimum of 25m compared 
to 70 per cent nationally.
To get the Aquamark status 
each of the nine primary school 
learner pools across County 
Durham went through a tough 
assessment process and all 
were found to meet criteria 
required. Cllr Vasey, Cabinet 
Member for Children and 
Young People’s Services at 
Durham County Council, said: 
“Achieving Aquamark status 
has given due recognition to 
our swimming teachers for 
their hard work, enthusiasm 
and commitment to teaching 
children to swim.
“It shows that our primary 
schools swimming programme 
is of a very high standard 
and I am delighted that this 
has been recognised with the 
achievement of this national 
award. It’s not just in schools 
that young people can learn 
to swim – they can also take 
advantage of free swimming in 
all of our leisure centres.”

OVERWHELMING WIN
After surviving a pitch inspection Newton Aycliffe Youth Under 
13s entertained neighbours Bishop Auckland St Marys C at the 
Oak Leaf. Aycliffe dominated the game and, although they put up 
a spirited performance St Marys spent most of the game in their 
own half. Youthy started brightly with Jake Cane and Dan Kenyon 
tearing holes in the visitors defence.
Skipper Ben Nicholson kept Bishop at bay and it was only a matter 
of time before the deadlock was broken. Connor Halford latched 
onto the ball to fi re Aycliffe in front. Defender Billy Bradley 
sprayed the ball around and, with Matthew Marshall and Matthew 
Dixon solid in the midfi eld, the game was one way traffi c.
A great run by Cane down the fl ank enabled man of the match 
Kenyon to open his account, to make it 2 – 0 to the town. Kenyon 
and Cane continued to create chances and a 30 yard free kick from 
Bradley just cleared the bar. Another run and cross from Cane saw 
Kenyon extend the lead, Marshall then getting on the score sheet 
with a clever run and shot on the turn. Aycliffe went into half time 
4 – 0 in the lead.
St Marys started the second half with more endeavour and 
contained Aycliffe for long spells. Meanwhile, at the other end, 
Aycliffe centre back partnership Tom Gledhill and James Skerrett 
were rarely troubled and keeper Jack McLaren was odds on to 
collect fi ve pounds from his Dad for a clean sheet. Kenyon 
completed his hat trick with a clever chip to make it 5 – 0. Dixon 
and Marshall made way for Sam Pascoe and Ryan Mercer and it 
was Mercer who struck the next blow after a good interchange 
with the lively Halford. After a superb performance full back  
Jordan Howe was rested and Richard Howe joined the game. 
Matthew French replaced McLaren in goal and Nathan Stott came 
on for Bradley.
As St Marys began to tire Youthy cashed in  with Cane providing 
the cross for the lively Kenyon to score. The pace of Mercer tore 
open the visitors defence and Kenyon was on hand to make it 
8 – 0. A superb lob by Halford was good reward for a top class 
performance from the midfi elder and, moments later, Kenyon 
scored goal number 6 to cap a memorable individual  performance 
and make it 10 – 0 to the town.
As the seconds slipped away it was left to Cane to provide the 
cross for Mercer to score his second with a well placed header to 
make the fi nal score Newton Aycliffe Youth 11 - St Marys 0

On Monday 23rd November 
Angel Arts are presenting 
craft sessions entitled ‘Crafts 
for Christmas’ at Burnhill 
Way Methodist Church (near 
the Turbinia). These sessions 
are open to all the community 
and you don’t have to be 
an expert to join in - both 
sessions will be suitable for 
beginners.
These sessions will be ‘hands-
on’ sessions where you can 
have a go at making the 
crafts yourself. The session 
for adults is from 1pm-3pm 
and costs £2.50 for materials.  
There will be a creche 
available at this session.
From 5pm-7pm there is 
a session for school age 
children with a charge of £1 
for materials.

Christmas Crafty Fun
So come along and join in 
the fun and discover those 
hidden talents!

This ancient church has been at 
the top of the hill for centuries. 
The fi rst church may have been 
built of wood from surrounding 
oak forest. Followed in Saxon 
times by a stone church 
(chancel and nave), it stood on 
land called the hermitage and 
was dedicated to St Acca or St 
Cecilia. 
One of the dedications was 
used up to 1536 but subsequent 
records refer to it as “the 
Parish Church of Aycliffe”. It 
is not known when it offi cially 
became St Andrews. The 
church welcomes visitors all 
year round usually by prior 
arrangement, but we hope to 
open the church one day a 
week next summer. 
Visitors come from far and 
wide to trace their family 
tree or simply to look around 
such a beautiful and ancient 
church which still has many 
of the original artefacts such 
as two pre-conquest Crosses 
dating back to the 9th and 11th 
centuries, further evidence of 
the importance of Aycliffe.
Our thanks must go to Val 
Brown who has painstakingly 
researched and recorded much 
of the life of the church for 
people to still enjoy today and 
also to the local History Society 
who have recently promoted 
St. Andrews in their DVD 
and booklet on the history of 
Aycliffe Village.
By its very nature a building 
of this age requires constant 
maintenance and restoration. 
Recently it became necessary 
to carry out major work on the 
belfry louvers and south aisle 
roof which needed complete 
replacement including stainless 
steel guttering. 
The total cost was approaching 
£50,000 which was paid for 
partly by grants and money 
accumulated to this end by 
St Andrews. Our thanks go 
to all who gave fi nancial aid 
including, Sir John Priestman 

St ANDREWS CHURCH, 
AYCLIFFE - A HIDDEN TREASURE

Trust, Northern Historic 
Churches, the Town Council, 
Garfi eld Weston Foundation, 
National Churches Trust.
When I arrived at St Andrews in 
March of this year it was evident 
that the ancient churchyard had 
been sadly neglected over the 
years several memorials had 
become unstable and some 
had fallen, vandalism has also 
been a problem. It is hoped to 
encourage schools and other 
organisations to make more 
of this unique Church and to 
that end we have to ensure 
the safety of all using the 
grounds. Health and Safety 
has become paramount of late 
and it is necessary to carry out 
remedial work on a number of 
the ancient memorials. 
Memorials are the responsibility 
of the families concerned but as 
many families cannot be traced, 
the DCC has taken the decision 
to cover the cost of repairing the 
twenty two ancient memorials 
deemed to be in most need of 
repair. The cost of repairing 
these memorials alone will be 
in excess of £2,500. 
To this end the DCC has 
created a Restoration Fund 
and we hope through gifts 
from local businesses, and 
fund raising events to raise 
suffi cient funds not only to 

restore the memorials but also  
to clear the substantial amount 
of undergrowth and have the 
trees professionally pruned, 
throughout the old churchyard. 
The fund is off to a good 
start thanks to a charity Race 
Night held in the Village and 
our thanks go to Councillor 
Blenkinsop and all who were 
involved and all who attended. 
We also thank the Town 
Council for their donation. If 
anyone wishes to know more 
or can support us in anyway 
please do not hesitate to contact 
either Dawn Herbert on 300040 
or The Reverend Julie Wing on 
320278.
May I on behalf of the DCC 
take this opportunity to thank 
all those people who give their 
time freely to help maintain 
St Andrews in so many ways 
and  ask for people’s continued 
support and patience whilst this 
work is undertaken. 
St Andrews church continues to 
run as normal and visitors are 
always welcome, so please do 
visit us simply contact Dawn or 
Rev Julie on the above numbers 
or contact Marie on 313360. 
The church is always open 
on Sundays at 11am for Holy 
Communion and on November 
30th we are delighted to be 
able to announce that Bishop 
Mark will be joining us for 
our Patronal Festival all are 
welcome and please watch out 
for further information on dates 
for our Christmas Services.
Reverend Julie Wing 
St Andrews, Aycliffe Village
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For a bespoke solution to adding Light and Space to your home, choose theFor a bespoke solution to adding Light and Space to your home, choose the 
Starlight Starlight OrangeryOrangery, available to view at our available to view at our Factory ShowroomFactory Showroom

Visit our showroom and view the latest technology in door and windows locking systems. All of Visit our showroom and view the latest technology in door and windows locking systems. All of 
which stood firm against a 15 minute attempted break-in test carried out in our factory using a full which stood firm against a 15 minute attempted break-in test carried out in our factory using a full 
tool kit, including a crowbar and battery drill.tool kit, including a crowbar and battery drill.
Crime prevention officers from across Durham County were in attendance. Crime prevention officers from across Durham County were in attendance. 
They were extremely impressed by the demonstration and all agreed that They were extremely impressed by the demonstration and all agreed that 
this level of security should deter even the most determined intruder, this level of security should deter even the most determined intruder, 
allowing householders to sleep a little easier at night.allowing householders to sleep a little easier at night.

Suppliers and Installers of:Suppliers and Installers of:

• Orangeries • Conservatories• Orangeries • Conservatories

• Garden Rooms • Porches• Garden Rooms • Porches

• Windows • Doors• Windows • Doors

• French Doors • Patio Doors• French Doors • Patio Doors

• Roofline Products• Roofline Products

30 Years Serving the
Residents of Newton Aycliffe

Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm & Saturday 9am-4.30pm
Starlight House, Leaside North, Aycliffe Business Park, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham

TELEPHONE: (01325) 321301

29
Starlight Windows Factory Showroom

PACT Meeting
Public & Community 

Together
Newton Ayciffe Library
Shafto/St Mary’s Ward

Thursday 26th November
at 6pm

Darlo Youth Team Game Re-Arranged
Darlington’s youth game against Chesterfi eld on Saturday has 
been postponed.
The youth alliance match, originally due to be played on Saturday, 
will now be played next Saturday (November 28), at Crook Town’s 
Millfi eld Ground, 12noon kick-off, with admission free for all.
Darlington would like to thank Crook for their assistance in re-
arranging the fi xture and for hosting the match.

A Year 11 class from Woodham 
Community Technology 
College studying Applied 
Business GCSE, which is worth 
two GCSEs, visited Hall Hill 
Farm as part of their studies. 
The purpose of the visit was 
to learn about private sector 
businesses and its impact on 
the local community. The group 
consisted of Adam Mawson, 
James Hare, Naomi Kidd, Abby 
Dobson, Kirsty Benson, Jade 

Kay Jones founder and principal of the KDANZ school is 
delighted to announce that all pupils have passed their Northern 
Counties freestyle exams. The exams were taken on Thursday 
12th November and everyone looked extremely smart, all dressed 
in black and pink.  The NCDTA exams ran smoothly and every 
dancer performed to the best of their ability. 
The next project for the KDANZ school is to perform in the Xcel 
church christmas spectacular FROSTY which will be held in the 
new Xcel Centre on Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th December at 
6pm.  Tickets for the event can be purchased from Xcel church or 
direct from Kay on 07900365892 - they’re only £5!  
KDANZ will also be moving their classes to the new Xcel centre 
building and expanding the choices of classes on offer.  
New tap and ballet classes will begin to complement the existing 
street dance classes and we will also be offering BOYS BREAK 
DANCE classes.  For more information please attend our orientation 
evening in the Xcel centre on Thursday 14th January 2010 at 4pm 
or email Kay -  Kay@kdanz.co.uk for more information.  
These are exciting times in Newton Aycliffe and the pupils of 
KDANZ passing their exams is only the beginning!!! We would 
like to say a big thank you to Ms. Lilian Aubrey who examined 
our pupils.
Exam results were as follows...
Pre Bronze with Honours: Harrison Jones, Ebony Young, Bethany 
Lunn, Ava Thomas.
Pre Bronze with Pass Highly Commended: Jaydon Jones, Dylan 
Jones, Katie Eltringham, Grace Proctor, Erin Davison, Ruby 
Horner, Evie Mawston, Evie Wilkinson.
Infant Bronze with Pass Highly Commended: Megan Bell, Hannah 
Murphy, Hollie Fowler, Tia Nicholson.
Infant Silver with Honours: Emma Gelder, Brooke Blenkinsop, 
Katie Longstaff, Poppy Stevenson.
Infant Silver with Pass Highly Commended: Bridget Proctor, 
Jasmine Beadle (younger), Emma Lovegreen, Alana Thompson.
Infant Silver Star with Honours: Naomi Downing, Lily Mansfi eld, 
Kate Lovegreen, Abi Talbot, Lisha Roberts, Jack Gelder, Ella 
Purdy, Adara Nattrass, Alicia Rogerson.
Infant Silver with Pass Highly Commended: Erin Chester, Neave 
Maughan, Daniel Wilkinson.
Junior Pre Bronze with Honours: Georgia Henderson.
Junior Pre Bronze with Pass Highly Commended: Charlotte 
Payne, Courtney Oxley.
Junior Silver with Honours: Grace Clark, Lucy Ryans, Sophie 
Hayes, Megan Lothian, Elisha Haigh.
Junior Silver with Pass Highly Commended: Tira Sperring, Esther 
Southerton, Lauren Smith, Danielle Ord, Bethany Smith.
Junior Silver Bar 1 with Honours: Amy Clements, Megan Craig, 
Lauren Mackenzie, Brittany Fowler, Mia Southerton, Olivia 
Cherrie, Chloe Hunter, Lydia Hall.
Junior Silver Bar 1 with Pass Highly Commended: Maisie Clark, 
Laura Steward, Ellie Stevens.
Junior Silver Bar 2 with Honours: Lucy Clark.
Junior Gold with Honours: Holly Moffatt, Katie Moffatt, Lauren 
Robson.
Adult Bronze with Honours: Emma Wilson, Andrea Byles, Shauna 
Galloway.
Adult Bronze with Honours with Distinction: Toni Anderson.
Adult Silver Bar 2 with Honours with Distinction: Claire 
Hornsby.

KDANZ PUPILS XCEL 
IN THEIR EXAMS

BUSINESS ON THE FARM

Maughan, Ashleigh Turner, 
Mathew Philippo, Thomas 
Foulger, Brad Harrison, Joseph 
Pennington, Helen Brooke and 
Gary Watson.
During the visit the group had 
a chance to discuss how the 
business was run by one of the 
owners of the farm, Mrs Anne 
Darlington. The group learned 
how it was once a sole trader 
and then expanded in to a 
partnership which has become 
a roaring success. The group 
also had a chance to sample the 
many different attractions that 
Hall Hill Farm has to offer such 
as: feeding the animals and a 
tractor ride around the farm 
and they also had a chance to 
learn how the coffee shop and 
gift shop helped alongside the 
business.
Here are some quotes from the 
group: James Hare said “It is 
for the kid in all of us, young 
and old. I wish we could have 
been there all day” Adam 
Mawson said “The animals are 
friendly and are fun to feed” 
and fi nally Kirsty Benson said 
“The baby chicks were cute 
and cuddly”. After the business 
trip, the group expressed how 
benefi cial it had been with their 
studies as they are now using it 
as one of their study subjects.
Written by Adam Mawson
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TELEPHONE MAN, Dave 
Bowes. Extensions fitted for 
phones, Sky, Broadband and 
internet. Extension lines moved 
and repaired. All jobs only £40 
each. 01388 833828

Telecom

Storage

A-TECHA-TECH
Plumbing & HeatingPlumbing & Heating
Showers - Bathrooms - Kitchens
All Plumbing Work Undertaken
(inc. tiling, flooring & electrical)

No job too big or too small

OAP Rates
Free Estimates

NO CALL OUT
CHARGE

For Quality, Reliability &
a Fast Friendly Service

Call Craig on
07834 949 75107834 949 751

atechplumber@yahoo.co.uk

Emergency Call outs

GRANGE
PLUMBING
SERVICES

• FROM A BROKEN TOILET TO A
FULL BATHROOM SUITE

• NO JOB TOO SMALL,
GIVE ME A CALL

• 24HR EMERGENCY CALL OUT
- NO CALL OUT FEE

• NORMALLY SAME DAY SERVICE
- FREE QUOTES

• SENSIBLE PRICES
• WORK GUARANTEED

CALL MARK ON
07949 018018

Plumbing

PLUMBING work undertaken. 
Tel A.J. Plumbing Services. 
01325 359774 or 07711 
016959

FREE QUOTES from Part P/
NICEIC registered electrician 
with 20 years experience. 
Domestic or commercial, full 
or part rewires, sockets, lights, 
fuse boards, cookers, showers, 
Landlord inspections and more. 
Call Simon on 07866 266 657 
or 313330 - all areas covered
ELECTRICIAN 25 years 
experience. Tel A.J. Electrical 
Services. 01325 359774 or 
07711 016959

Electrical

Locksmiths

SHILDON Locksmiths, 
reasonable rates. Tel 07748 
044808

HOUSE PLANS, Extensions 
and Alterations Tel: 01325 
307640 / 07795 965670
BILL LOWERY (Builder). 
Brick laying, plastering, joinery 
etc.  No job too small. Tel 01325 
311 225
S. WALKER General Builder. 
Brickwork specialists. Tel 
07707 190354

K. Harrison
(Builder) North East Ltd.

Extensions

Garages

Alterations

Modernisations

All Building Work 

Undertaken

Quality Workmanship at 
Fair Prices

Friendly Reliable Service
All Work Fully Guaranteed

01325 321334
After hours 

07831 664290

ASPECTS
Property Maintenance

* Interior Alterations
* Plastering, Tiling, Decorating
* Kitchen, Bathroom, Bedroom

* Patios and all types of flooring
* Insurance work welcome

Free estimates
Guaranteed Quality Work

Tel: 312441
Mobile 07841 202 222

Builders

ELDON HOPE
BUILDING 

MATERIALS
Old Eldon

01388 775261 / 07966 067522
www.eldonhope.co.uk

ROCKSALT
£98.00 + VAT for 850kg
£3.60 + VAT for 25kg
Get Ready for Winter

Same Day/Next Day Delivery

Home Services

CARPET FITTER and Vinyl 
Specialist. Contact Richard  on  
307935 or 07946 435 177 
LIZ’S IRONING, free 
collection and drop off next 
day. Smoke and pet free home. 
324 978 or 07866 265 829
WENDYS Star cleaning 
services. Domestic and 
commercial cleaning. For a free 
estimate please contact Wendy 
Wood on 07969 030 022
AYCLIFFE CLEANING 
SERVICES Carpets, 
upholstery, drives, paths, 
patios, decking, guttering 
cleared, roofs. Domestic and 
Commercial. Equipment for 
Hire. Tel 01325 327087 or 
07895 697115
SERVICES. House, garage 
clearance, rubbish removal by 
licensed carrier. Tel 07949 503 
856
MODERN DESIGN 
INTERIORS Quality 
bedrooms and kitchens, Free 
home quotation. 3D Designs, 
kitchen revamp service 
avaialble. Tel 318119
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY, 
Kitchens, Bedrooms, 
Bathrooms etc. Reasonable 
rates, local collections 
available. Contact Tony on 
07549 597279 or 310877 (after 
6pm)
CLEANERS avaialble 
for general housework. 
Competitive rates. Tel 01325 
313499 or 07853 540274

Walworth Castle Hotel have 
two events lined up for the 
coming weeks. An Elvis 
Tribute Night is on Friday 20th 
November. The cost is only 
£12 per ticket and includes a 
Carvery Meal and Disco.
Christmas Tea Dances will 
be held on Tuesdays 1st, 8th 
and 22nd December For only 
£4.50p enjoy a Dance from 
2-4pm and receive Tea and a 
mince pie.
Please ring 01325 485470 to 
book for both events or obtain 
more details.

Winter Events 
at  the Castle

Over the past few weeks 
Freshwater, the owners of the 
town centre, have undertaken 
preparatory work for the 
demolition of the Dalton 
Way end of the town centre 
including the former health 
centre and library. Contractors 
have been stripping out the 
inside of Dalton Way to make it 
safe for complete demolition.
Wilkinson’s, as you know, 
has been open for over three 
months. The store is an excellent 
addition to the town and has 
seen the number of customers 
using the centre increase. This 
is an encouraging sign and 
offers an incentive to other 
retailers to join Wilkinson’s.
I have now moved out of my 
old offi ce on Upper Beveridge 
Way to a permanent location 
at 4 Beveridge Walkway. The 
other outlets on the Upper 
Beveridge Way site will also 
be moving in due course as 
Freshwater plans to remove the 
ramp.
The temporary library is a vast 
improvement on the former 
building and the additional 
community room can be 
hired by local groups and 
individuals to hold meetings. 
The Cubby group were the 
fi rst to be offered the use of the 
community room because of the 
present dilapidated condition 
of the hut currently used.  At 
the time of writing they do not 
seem to have taken up the offer. 
The arrangement would be 
temporary. A more permanent 
venue is to be prepared for 
them as part of the community-
hub at the leisure centre. This 
seems to me a good deal for the 
occupants of the Cubby, but if 
they wish to stay in the hut they 
presently occupy the decision 
is theirs. I know others have 
suggested there may be better 

NEWTON AYCLIFFE TOWN 
CENTRE UPDATE

options available to the group, 
but I personally do not believe 
there is. 
I have received a petition of 
3,000+ signatures regarding 
the lack of public toilets in 
the town centre. There is a 
toilet in the leisure centre for 
public use and one in Tesco’s, 
however, the petitioners’ 
strong view is  there should 
be a public convenience in the 
town centre until permanent 
toilets can be located as part 
of the community hub. The 
original public toilets closed 
in 2004 and at today’s running 
costs the price would be in the 
region of £50,000. During the 
summer the public toilets in St 
Oswald’s Park were re-opened. 
There were several incidents 
of vandalism including broken 
toilet seats and fl ooding due to 
paper towels jammed in sinks 
and taps left running.  I have 
raised the matter of toilets 
with Freshwater and the local 
authorities and they are looking 
at what can be done. My 
intention is to write to all those 
who signed the petition. As 
you can imagine inputting over 
3,000 names and addresses 
will take some time! You will 
appreciate I can only write to 
those who provided their full 
name and address.
Generally speaking I believe 
the regeneration of the town 
centre is making steady 
progress. There may be delays 
of a few days or weeks here or 
there. For example, Wilkinson’s 
store opened in July and not 
in the spring as originally 
planned because of unforeseen 
planning issues, but it did open 
and is doing very well. When 
the demolition of the Dalton 
Way end of the town centre 
starts I’ve been told it will take 
up to 4 months to complete. 

The preparatory work for 
the demolition is on-going 
and, according to Freshwater, 
the commencement of the 
demolition is only a matter of 
time.
I will keep you informed 
of developments and I 
will continue to give the 
regeneration of the town centre 
my full attention. If you need to 
contact me on this or any other 
issue, please do not hesitate to 
do so.
Phil Wilson MP, Sedgefi eld
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NEWTON PRESS
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requirements

Newton Press 300212

T.V. and Video
RAPID REMOVALS and 
Storage Tel: 308580 or 07871 
795 155
“U” STORE containers, 
domestic and industrial storage 
317716, 07850 646 355
ACORN REMOVALS Full 
house, part load or single items, 
local and national, Storage 
available. Tel 300557, Mobile: 
0777 989 0006
BELL HAULAGE Single 
Items - Light Deliveries. Local, 
National, International Very 
Competitive Rates. All goods 
fully insured. Tel: 314647 or 
07970 926818
MOVING A THING? Call 
Phil from £9.50ph. 321084 or 
07790 509925
DELIVERIES and Removals, 
Washing Machines removed 
free of charge, storage available, 
house clearances. For details 
ring 01325 316799 or 07723 
867350
VANMAN STEVE Removals, 
call 07866 622243
ANYTHING to move? Call 
Vanman Steve from £8. Tel 
07866 622243

Removals

Iron / Steel

Gardening

HARRY THOMPSON 
Fences made to order, repair 
service, hedges removed. Free 
estimates Tel 316572 or 07713 
257929
HIGHSIDE Road Nursery 
Heighington. Fencing Panels: 
6’x6’ £12, 6’x5’ £11, 6’x4’ 
£10, 6’x3’ £9. Trellis 6’x4’ £7, 
6’x3’ £5.50, 6’x2’ £4, 6’x1’ 
£2.50. Tel 316487 or 07809 
028310
MARTIN SHIRES garden 
Landscaping Services Block 
Paving Specialists. Fencing, 
Decking, Patios, Walls, Turfing, 
Hedges. Quality guaranteed 
work. Tel 321891 
GOT A PROBLEM with 
Moles? Then contact Phil on 
07754 253340 for a reliable 
service and competitive quotes
PJ LANDSCAPING 
& Groundworks. Patios, 
Decking, Fencing, Driveways, 
Blockpaving, Concreting, 
Garden Design, Maintenance, 
Pressure Washing. All work 
guaranteed. 01325 319277 or 
07768 161894

ELDON HOPE
BUILDING 

MATERIALS
Old Eldon

01388 775261 / 07966 067522
www.eldonhope.co.uk

Old York paving from 
£11.75 per sq metre. Circles 
1200mm (4’) up to 3500mm 
(11.5”, bricks from £10 per 
100, path edging £1.50, 
pillar caps and coping stones, 
stepping stones, walling 
450mm x 450mm (18x18), 
paving from £1. Also sand, 
gravel, dolomite, top soil, 
plastering sand, decorative 
slate and gravels, blocks, 
cement, plaster, all prices + 
VAT. Free local delivery on 
orders over £50. Deliveries 
to most areas.

STEVE HUTCHINSON 
Painter and Decorator. over 25 
years experience, reasonable 
rates, no job too small. Call 
today for a free estimate: 01325 
483697 or 07745 037754
C. A. PLASTERERS all 
plastering work, artex skimmed, 
small jobs, free estimates, 01388 
721206
PAINTER and decorator, 
over 30 years experience, free 
estimates. Tel Steve Pearson on 
319862 & 07896 917880
ASPECTS Interior and exterior 
decorating, plastering, coving, 
tiling, paper hanging, artexing, 
dado rails. For a free estimate 
312441 or 07841 202222
A&T TILING Wall and floor 
tiling, professional service 
at competitive rates. Free 
estimates. Tony 07858 755437
DRAGON DECORATORS 
All aspects of interior and 
exterior decorating, including 
themed rooms. Over 15 years 
experience. No job too small. 
Tel 319371 or 07952 364426

Decorating

Roofing

24 HOUR ROOFING Gutters, emergency repairs, storm damage, 
new roofs, insurance work welcome. For your free quotation 
contact RAD Roofing Contractors. Tel 01388 818286 (office), 
Mobile 07502 187578

J. WATSON Property Services
We specialise in Flat Roof Replacement and

Flat to Pitch Roof Conversions
Chimney Stacks - Slating - Ridge Tiles Replaced - Tiling - Flat Roofs

Pointing - UPVC Facias and Soffi ts - Guttering - Leadwork
Storm Damage - Velux Windows - Recommendations Available

For a Free Estimate Contact James Watson
01325 486099 - or 07799 426110

wwww.1stcalljwps.co.uk

Driving School

Joinery
LAMBTON JOINERY 
Kitchen and bedrooms fitted, 
doors, skirting, dado rails, 
laminate floors, general joinery. 
No job too small. Call for free 
estimates. Tel 07858 755437
G. WELCH Joinery. All 
general joinery, 43 years 
experience. no job too small. 
Tel 01325 320736

A thriving North-East fi rm 
has charged new life into non-
league Newton Aycliffe with 
an advertising deal.
Washington-based Varta, a 
producer of consumer batteries, 
has taken out two pitchside 
perimeter advertising boards at 
Aycliffe’s Moore Lane Park, as 
well as a seasonal page advert 
in their popular matchday 
programme. The company’s 
divisional vice president Vince 
Armitage, who lives in Aycliffe, 
is delighted to get behind his 
town team, who are currently 
in the skilltraining Northern 
League second division.
“I’m a very sporty person, if 
only from the sofa these days!” 
he says. “I used to play a lot 
of football and run marathons 
when I was younger but now 
I’m just an avid spectator of 
all sports. It’s great to be able 
to support local sport. As a 
company we’re keen to help 
out as much as we can and 
in the past we’ve sponsored 
Rugby League matches which 
were live on Sky this year.
“We’re also one of the main 
sponsors of the Darlington-
born Rally driver Guy Wilks, 
who is the current British Rally 
champion, so all-in-all sport 
in the area has a big supporter 
in Varta. This is the fi rst time 
we’ve sponsored local football 
but hopefully it’s something 
that we’ll be able to develop 
over the coming years.”
Mr Armitage was born and bred 
in the shadows of Manchester 
United’s Old Trafford and 
attended his fi rst United game 
aged just four.
He moved to County Durham 
25 years ago, and quickly 
settled in the region. Varta 
(Germany’s number one and 
Europe’s number two battery 
brand) has close ties to the 
area, being formerly Vidor in 
Newton Aycliffe and eventually 
Rayovac. Both Rayovac and 
Varta are part of the Spectrum 
Brands group of companies.
Mr Armitage adds: “We’re a 
fi rm which is on the up. We’re 
employing more new people 
this year and we’re starting 
to re-establish ourselves as a 
leader in the market and our 
name will be in several high 
street stores as we approach 
Christmas.
“As a global brand we’re 
certainly getting our act 
together, and the more 
successful we are then 
hopefully the more we’ll be 
able to support our local sport 
such as Newton Aycliffe FC.”
Aycliffe sponsorship manager 
David Brassell added: “We’re 

THRIVING VARTA BOOST AYCLIFFE

extremely grateful to Varta for 
their generous support.
“To be sponsored by our local 
fi rms is brilliant, but to get 

this sponsorship from a multi-
national brand such as Varta 
really is fantastic, and we look 
forward to hopefully working 

closely with them in the long-
term.”
It costs just £295 a season 
for one perimeter board at 
Aycliffe, while they also have 
a range of other advertising 
and sponsorship opportunities 
available.
Anyone interested can 
contact the club’s sponsorship 
manager David Brassell on 
07870 777779, or email david.
brassell@hotmail.co.uk
• More information about Varta 
at www.varta-consumer.co.uk

The Jubilee Sailing Trust is 
giving people across the UK 
the chance to escape this 
Christmas and take part in a 
potentially life-changing tall 
ship sailing adventure.
This winter, funding of up 
to £300 is available for fi rst 
time JST voyage crew on 
voyages into the Eastern 
Mediterranean. 
Whether you fancy sailing 
around Malta or travelling 
right across the med from 
Malta to Lavrion, this is the 
perfect chance to take in the 
cultures and sights of this part 
of the world.  
The voyages fall right in the 
middle of Christmas holidays 
for most so they could be a 
great chance to get away if 

SAIL A TALL SHIP THIS XMAS
you’re not sure what to do this 
Christmas or if you don’t know 
what to get that person who 
just has everything.
There is additional funding 
for those people age 16 to 25 
who want to spend their festive 
break being adventurous while 
adding to their C.V. with Jubilee 
Sailing Trust’s Leadership @ 

Sea programme.
Jubilee Sailing Trust owns 
and operates the only two tall 
ships in the world that have 
been specially designed to 
allow able-bodied and disabled 
people to become a fully 
fl edged tall ship crew member, 
so everyone is welcome. Please 
call 023 8044 9108.
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Holiday

FLORIDA VILLA now 
booking to 2010. Sleeps 8, 
close to all attractions. www.
villaflorida.biz or call 300212 
(9-5pm)

Opticians

Personal

SAMARITANS - 13 Woodland 
Road, Darlington. We are 
here for you 24 hours a day. 
Telephone 08457 90 90 90

For Sale

BARGAIN BUYS Bargain of 
the Week. Washing machine, 
6kg load, A energy class, 2 year 
warranty, delivered and fitted 
for £219. Tel 321678
MOBILITY Scooter, three 
wheeler, good condition, £130 
ono. Tel 307493 (will fit car 
boot)
LEXMARK 910 series printer, 
used, but in excellent condition 
with user guide/disc. £15. Tel 
01325 311474
NEW HP Deskjet F2200 all 
in one series printer, recently 
purchased + cartridges, £25. Tel 
01325 311474
LG 17” flat screen computer 
monitor, £30. Tel 310169
DJ Turntables ,  Sony PS 
9000, mixer, 2 new Technicks 
cartridges, £250 Tel 07909 
724861
LARGE Samsung projection 
screen television, 42” screen, 
52” high including stand on 
castors and Xbox games, £100. 
Must collect. Tel 301979
DRUM KIT Stagg 5 piece drum 
kit including hi-hat and crash 
cymbals.Very good condition. 
£110. Tel 316505
6ft x 4ft steel framed greenhouse, 
PVC safety glazing, sliding 
doors, 6 months old, £60. Tel 
312673
DISABLED Scooter (Elite), 
folds away to go in car boot. 
Brand new selling due to 
bereavement, 4 wheeler £1500 
ono. Tel 07901 940029
LARGE disabled scooter with 
rain cover, £500 ono. Tel 07901 
940029
TELEPHONE  seat ,  £15; 
Bookcase £15. Tel 313506
NEED An o ld  domes t ic 
appliance removing? Can’t wait 
for the Council? Tel. 321 678.

Computers

Health &
Beauty

WAVES ladies hairdressing 
and nails. Reliable and friendly. 
Discounts for OAPs! Mini 
manicure and Pedicure only 
£12.00! Tel 01325 308099 or 
07986 620 397.

Property Wanted
WANTED 2 or 3 bedroom 
house in local area to rent and/
or buy. Please call Julie on 
07971 278250

Sits Wanted

EXPERIENCED domestic 
carer. Reliable and trustworthy, 
reasonable prices, references 
provided. Tel 01388 778343

Chiropody

BENTLEY SWIFT & CO
Antique Valuers and Buyers

WE WISH TO PURCHASE:
Antique Furniture, Watches,

Pre-War Furniture & Paintings,
Old China & Clocks, Old Books
Post Cards, Cigarette Cards, 
Medals, Militaria, Coins, Toys, 
Dolls, Silver and all Jewellery

Photographic Equipment, Linen, 
Autographs, Fishing Tackle,

Deceased Estates etc.
All transactions in confidence

ALL AREAS COVERED

(01325) 480561
www.bentleyswift.co.uk

Wanted

Lost & Found

LOST “Lainey”, young grey 
white cat, had pink collar with 
bell and name tag, white chest 
and paws. Missing since 11th 
November. Deleval/Cobblers 
are. Tel Ian 07747 528077

Exchange

DO YOU own your home? 
Can’t manager the stairs? 
Looking to buy or rent ground 
floor flat? I am looking to swap 
my flat with garden for house 
anywhere on the town. Call 
Amy on 01642 880030 for 
details

WANTED - £50
for any complete vehicle, Cars, 

Vans, Motorcycles, HGVs,
MoT Failures, Scrap Cars,
anything - Ring for a quote

FREE COLLECTION
Motocycles wanted, dead or alive

Tel: 01325 300880
After hours 07980 712733

Autos

Hyundai Amica
‘56 1.1 CDX,
4,500 miles

2 years warranty
immaculate condition

must be seen
£3995ono

07760 268 131

3 & 4 BEDROOM
Properties in various parts of 

Newton Aycliffe

uPVC Double Glazing
Combi Boiler, Recent Refurb

and Carpets
Housing Benefit Welcome

Butler & Chester
07949 564 116

Accommodation

3 BEDROOM property to let 
in Hallington Head, rent £400, 
Bond £400, Admin £100. 
Kestrel Court, 3 bedroom semi 
detached with garage, rent 
£500, Bond £500, Admin fee 
£100. Tel 07814 022301
2 BEDROOM semi to rent 
Woodham Lea, fully  fitted 
modern kitchen, all appliances, 
unfurnished but carpeted. £450 
bond, £430pcm. For immediate 
viewing Tel: 07545 370875
2 BEDROOM mid-terrace 
property, Washington Crescent. 
£79,000 ono. Apply to Box No 5 
c/o Newton Press, St Cuthberts 
Way, Newton Aycliffe DL5 
6DX for more details

Tuition

DRUM TUITION. All styles/
aspects (grades etc) any age/
ability. Contact Steven on 
07707 281839.

Childminder
OFSTED Registered 
Childminder Full & P/T 
Vacancies still available. Fully 
CRB Checked. Level 3 in 
Child Development. Available 
for school runs in Aycliffe. 
Contact Terri 07967 406 351 or 
01325 315771

Sits Vacant

AVON Representatives 
wanted in your local area. 
Please contact Laura on 07890 
196194

Hairdressing

COLOUR CUTZ Latest 
techniques in freelance 
hair design. 10% off first 
appointment. Tel 07732 188090 
www.colourcutz.co.uk

Pets

BOARDING KENNELS and 
CATTERY (established 18 
years), White House, Bolam, 
Near Darlington (off A68). 
Approximately 3 miles from 
Heighington - 01388 832635.
DOG WALKER available, 
contact 07512 358452
PAIR OF young love 
birds, striking colours, very 
entertaining with cage, £55 
ono. Tel 01325 311474
BLACK Labrador, 11 months, 
KC reg, all papers, brilliant 
with children, £150. For more 
information 07955 301203

Sedgefi eld Borough Homes 
(SBH) has signed up to the 
Respect Standard for Housing 
Management, part of the 
Government’s Respect Action 
Plan. 
The Respect Standard approach 
aims to ensure that SBH 
and partner agencies work 
together to tackle unacceptable 
behaviour and its causes to 
improve quality of life for 
residents – particularly those 
in the most disadvantaged 
communities. 
The Respect Standard gives 
recognition for those delivering 
good services, whilst providing 
a benchmark to aim towards 
for landlords who are striving 
to improve. It is built around 
six core commitments:
Accountability, leadership, 
and commitment
Empowering and reassuring 
residents
Prevention and early 
intervention
Tailored services for residents 
and provision of support for 

SBH Sign Government’s 
Respect Standard

victims and witnesses
Protecting communities 
through swift enforcement
Support to tackle the causes of 
anti-social behaviour
Colin Steel, Chief Executive 
of SBH says, “We have 
promised to tackle anti-social 
behaviour and make our 
estates safe and pleasant areas 
for tenants to live. Signing up 
to a national scheme like the 
Respect Standard shows we 
are committed to these goals. It 
is a testament to the hard work 
of our offi cers that many of the 
targets set out in the Respect 
Standard are already met by 
the good service they provide 
but we recognise that there is 
always more we can do and we 
are committed to improving 
our services further in tackling 
ASB.”

Pictured with this press 
release is: Tracey Craig, Head 
of Housing and Customer 
Services and Lee Dunn, 
Customer Services Manager

Fomer Newtonian Tim Cornley recently began painting again 
after concentrating on his career as a Secondary School Art 
Teacher. His latest paintings are portraits using oil on canvas, 
which are more abstract than earlier work. He has received 
positive feedback from his latest paintings and it is the best 
work he has done to date. 
Tim is optimistic about the future, and in contact with a few 
galleries, hoping to exhibit next summer. He will update his 
website; www.timcornley.com on confi rmation of exhibitions. 

Tim Starts Painting Again

Six months into Durham 
County Council’s extended 
free swimming programme 
nearly 170,000 free swims 
have been enjoyed by 
residents and nearly 60, 000 
people have registered.
The scheme offers free 
swimming to anyone 
under 19 or from their 60th 
birthday during any public 
swimming session and at any 
of the council’s ten public 
swimming pools.
One person who is in no 
doubt about the value of free 
swimming is 63 year old 
Christine Gott  from Stanley, 
she takes three year old 
grandson Ben swimming in 
Chester-le-Street regularly, 
“ I think it’s a great scheme,  
especially for families on 
low income. It’s defi nitely 
encouraged me and my 
family to come more often. 
I am a strong believer in 
the importance of children 
learning to swim from a 
young age. It is an important 
life skill and lots of fun.”
Head of Sport and Leisure 
Steve Howell say it’s a 
resounding success,” It’s 
really rewarding to see that 
so many people have taken 
us up on the free swimming 
offer. Our leisure centre staff 
hear from so many people 
about how the initiative has 
given them the chance to 
enjoy swimming regularly. 
Swimming is great fun and 
really good exercise for all 
the family.”
Portfolio Holder for Leisure 
Cllr Bob Young is urging 
everyone who qualifi es to 
give it a go, “This scheme 
covers 200,000 people in our 
county and although 60,000 
have registered that leaves 
a lot of people who haven’t. 
There’s another 18 months to 
run on this programme and 
just think how much fi tter you 
may feel if you take us up on 
the offer on a regular basis. 
You can use any pool and 
some of the centres are even 
offering free adult swimming 
lessons to help residents get 
back in the swim.”
The programme is funded 
by central Government and 
NHS County Durham. To 
fi nd out more about free 
swimming including how to 
register visit www.durham.
gov.uk/freeswimming or just 
call into your local Durham 
County Council swimming 
pool.

170,000 
FREE 

SWIMS  DARLINGTON have launched 
a price-busting initiative for 
fans to buy cheap tickets over 
the Christmas period in a bid 
to boost attendances at the 
Northern Echo Arena.
The three-game plan, called the 
Christmas Ticket, gives season 
ticket holders the chance to buy 
one ticket for three games for 
friends or family for just £30, 

QUAKERS LAUNCH CUT-PRICE 
‘CHRISTMAS TICKET’

a saving of £24 per person on 
matchday prices.
And non-season ticket holders 
can also make savings, with the 
three-match ticket available on 
general sale for £35 each, a 
saving of £19 on matchday 
prices, or £30 each if bought in 
a group of four or more.
The deal, which covers the 
Northampton Town game on 
December 19, Lincoln City on 
December 28 and Port Vale on 

January 2, enables concessions 
to purchase the three-game 
ticket for just £20, a saving 
of £16, while Under-16s can 
save £19, with the three-game 
ticket available to them for just 
a fi ver!
Chairman Raj Singh said: 
“This is one of many initiatives 
we’re looking at to improve 
attendances at the Northern 
Echo Arena and bring more of 
our fans back to the ground.
“It’s diffi cult to strike a balance 
between offering discounted 
match tickets and maintaining 
the incentive for fans to take 
out season tickets at the start of 
the season.
“We value the support of our 
season ticket holders especially, 
so this is mainly a reward for 
them, to enable them to buy 
cheaper tickets for their guests.
“I’m sure they’ll appreciate 
the opportunity to bring more 
people along to the Arena as 
we all hope to improve the 
attendances for home games, 
which have been lower than 
we’d budgeted for.
“This is a genuine, money-
saving offer and we’re sure it 
will prove to be a very popular 
one with our fans.”
The Christmas Ticket package, 
which also includes live post-
match entertainment from local 
bands, in the Corner Bar, from 
5.15pm, is available from the 
ticket offi ce at the Northern 
Echo Arena, or call the ticket 
offi ce on 0871 855 1883.
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Congratulations

B E A U F O R D S ,  D a i m l e r 
limousines, Rolls Royce’s and 
Jaguars available for weddings, 
anniversaries and special 
occasions. Tel 01740 620147 
(Sedgefield), 07721 771 113 
or visit our website on: www.
durhamweddingcars.co.uk

Weddings

PAUL GITTINS DISCO For 
any occasion, also Karaoke. Tel 
317666 or 07831 269526.
FUN-n-BOUNCE Bouncy 
Castles for hire with and without 
slide, adult sizes available. All 
parties catered for, also available 
for indoor use. Tel 01325 
307445 or 07594 436127
FACE PAINTING for all the 
family. Any party, any occasion. 
Tel 07876 344498
w w w. f a n c y d r e s s p a r t y 
costumes.co.uk - looking for 
Christmas fancy dress? Visit 
our online webstore. Also party/
club wear and lingerie in our 
sister store

Entertainment

WATCH BATTERIES now 
available at Taylors Newsforce
DONATIONS needed of Bric-
a-Brac and other good condition 
items for Newton Aycliffe good 
causes. Ring John 316630
RSPCA Durham and District 
cats and kittens for adoption, 
fee applies to cover 1st and 2nd 
vaccination, also neutering and 
id chip. Please Tel 311215

Public Notice

In Memoriam

KATH HALL 20th November 
2001. It’s now been 8 years 
since we had a loving Mother 
and Sister taken from us. Your 
wisdom and happiness had a 
major part of how we all are 
today. The love you gave us 
during your short time with 
us has filled our hearts with 
a wonderful feeling for a life 
time. We love you and miss you 
dearly. Julie, Edward, David, 
Kim, Ali, Glenda and Billy.
KATH HALL 20th November 
2001. Nana. We love you and 
miss you so much. Shaun, 
Natalie, Rachael, Ben and 
Alfie
KATH HALL 20th November 
2001. Great Nana. We never 
met you, but we can feel your 
love. Kate and Jazmin
RAYMOND EARL Died 12-
11-09. From Simpasture Court. 
Much loved Husband of Mary. 
Will be sadly missed
RAYMOND EARL Died 12-
11-09. From Simpasture Court. 
Will be sadly missed from Jeff, 
Lynn, Katie and Bradley xxx
TOM WILSON 24th 
November 2006. Unseen, 
unheard, you are always so 
near, so missed, so loved, so 
very dear. Loving Wife, Lily
TOM WILSON 24th 
November 2006. Thinking of 
you Dad. In our hearts you 
will always stay. Daughter 
Lorraine, Son-in-Law Alan, 
grandchildren Geoffrey and 
Gemma
JOHN WATSON 19-11-04. 
A daily thought, a silent tear, 
a constant wish that you were 
here. Love you always Dad. 
Joe, John, Lorraine, Karen and 
families xxxx

LAURA PRINCE 21-11-09. 
Congratulations on your 18th 
birthday Princess. With all my 
love, Nana x
LAURA PRINCE Happy 18th 
birthday with love and best 
wishes. Great Grandma xx
LAURA PRINCE Happy 18th 
birthday Princess. Hope you 
get all you wish for. All our 
love, Mum and Amber x
LAURA PRINCE 21-11-09. 
With love and congratulations 
on your 18th birthday. Uncle 
Jason and Auntie Abbie xx
LAURA PRINCE 21-
11-09. To my “top chick” 
Goddaughter, happy 18th 
birthday. All our love Auntie 
Amanda, Billy and Ozzie x
CRAIG HYMAS Happy 40th 
birthday babe. Have a great 
day. Love you always, Maria 
xx
CRAIG HYMAS Happy 40th 
birthday Dad. From Dan and 
Anth xx
JULIE NEWTON Happy 50th 
birthday Mam. have a great day. 
Lots of love, Aimee
JULIE NEWTON  To  a 
Great Aunty Julie, happy 50th 
birthday. Love, Oliver
JULIE NEWTON  To my 
little Sister Julie. Happy 50th 
birthday. Love, Denise, Derek, 
Billy, Daniel, Claire, Sarah and 
Oliver
J U L I E  N E W TO N  ( n e e 
Percival). Happy 50th birthday 
Julie. Have a lovely day. Lots of 
love as always, Mam and Dad
LINDA NELLIS (McNeillie). 
Happy 50th birthday on 20th 
November. Love and best 
wishes from all the family xx
MICHAEL ROWLAND Well 
done on winning three trophies 
for your golf. Love and good 
luck always. Nana, Grandad 
and Mark xxx
ANGELA WALTON Happy 
40th birthday on 21st November 
2009. Hope you have a nice 
day. Love from Mam, Dad and 
Kirsty xxx
LAING Lawrence and Susan. 
24th November 1979, 30 years 
of bliss! Enjoy your romantic 
weekend. Happy birthday Susan 
for 26th November. Love to 
you both. Mam, Adam, Marc, 
Ashley, Chris and Roy

Birthday
Remembrance

RITA ANN CHAPE (nee 
Lawson). 18th November 
1952. You would have been 
fifty seven today. But taken 
too early, 12th June 2006. Still 
loved and missed very much. 
Vaughan
TOM TOLSON 18th 
November. Birthday wishes 
to a dear Husband and Dad. 
Loved and missed by Margaret 
and family
SARAH TEMPLE 21st 
November. Sweet are the 
memories we will always 
treasure, loving you always, 
forgetting you never. Time 
slips by and life goes on, but in 
our hearts you will always stay. 
Happy Birthday Princess. Love 
always, Mam and Dad xx
SARAH TEMPLE 21st 
November. Happy birthday 
Sarah. Love and miss you not 
just today, but every day. Love, 
Michael xx
SARAH TEMPLE 21st 
November. Cherished memories 
of my Granddaughter, Sarah. 
There will always be a 
heartache and often a silent tear, 
but always beautiful memories 
of birthdays when you were 
here. All my love, Nana
SARAH TEMPLE 21st 
November. Birthday wishes we 
send today to a star in the sky 
not far away. Engraved in gold 
on a cloud above, just for you 
Sarah with all our love. Love 
forever sweetheart. Nana and 
Uncle Barry xxx
SARAH TEMPLE 21st 
November. Thinking of you 
on your birthday. All our love, 
Uncle David, Auntie Ruth, 
Andrew, Nathan and Niall xx
SARAH TEMPLE Loving 
birthday memories of Sarah 
on what would have been your 
23rd Birthday. Love and miss 
you always. Wendy xx

Thank You

MR & MRS HOPPS (Dan 
and Wendy) would like to 
thank all family and friends 
for attending our wedding at 
Lumley Castle and a big thank 
you for the fantastic gifts we 
received. Many thanks, Dan 
and Wendy
FAWCETT FAMILY would 
like to thank each and everyone 
of you for the sympathy cards, 
flowers and attendance at our 
Mam’s Funeral. It meant so 
much to us all knowing she 
had touched so many hearts. 
Thank you so much. Anthony, 
Sandra, Christine, Sue, David 
and Family
KEN WISE Norma, Debbie 
and Beth would like to thank 
all our friends and family who 
helped towards making the 
last six months of Ken’s life 
more comforting and peaceful. 
Sincere thanks to Rev. Julie 
Wing, the Northumbrian 
Community, The Golf Society, 
Brian Shepherd and Whitehouse 
Funeral Services and all 
who attended the wonderful, 
healing, thanksgiving Service. 
The Malawi fund that so many 
generously donated to in lieu 
of flowers has reached £1180 
and still more being added. On 
behalf of the poor of Africa, 
thank you very much indeed. 
Love and prayers, Norma
CUTTER Heather and Ian 
would like to thank, on behalf 
of their Mam. The late Elsie 
Hawman, Doctor Scott for his 
special care over the past three 
years. Also the staff of Defoe 
Court Care Centre for their love 
and care. Further thanks to the 
Co-operative Funeral Service, 
especially Andrea and Father 
Grieves for a beautiful Service. 
Also for the cards and flowers 
from friends and neighbours
RALPH McNEILLIE The 
family of the late Ralph would 
like to thank everyone for their 
kind wishes and condolences 
and Seaton Leng Funeral 
Services for their care and 
attention and the Navy Club 
for their hospitality. A very 
special thank you to Aycliffe 
Care Home for the wonderful 
care, love and affection given 
to Ralph and also his family. 
Thanks also to Bradley for 
being his friend. Thanks also to 
the British Legion and the Rev 
Linda Potter for the comforting 
Service
JULIE PALMER would like 
to thank her Husband (Craig) 
and Mam (Jackie Waites) for 
all their support during her 
labour, couldn’t have done it 
without you both xxx
JULIE, CRAIG and Charley 
would like to thank all family 
and friends for cards and gifts 
received on the birth of Lexi-
Mae Palmer. Thank you xxx
LEXI PALMER would like 
to say a really big thank you to 
Charley for being the best Big 
Sister ever xxx

Happy 1st Birthday
Love from Mummy, 

Daddy, Lee and Abbie xxx

Jamie Thomas
Johnson

Community Champion
Evening Gazette Community Champion Award was presented to 
Dorothy Bowman who for the last decade has been running young 
peoples/childrens activities in her Community raising funds to 
take them on fun trips, Ice skating, bowling, by holding weekly 
discos until the venue closed.
When interviewed by the Evening Gazette she said “I have always 
enjoyed working with young people - I believe they need direction 
and something to do. So many problems, such as anti-social 
behaviour, occur because some youngsters are bored, we need to 
listen to them to fi nd out what is it that can be done to improve 
their lives and act on the fi ndings of the consultations with them”.
One of her projects has been to convert a bus into a youth club 
when the old Pub she had converted into a youth club was shut 
down. Such a scheme is typical of her energy and determination  
not to let lack of funds or logistical problems put paid to her 
activities.
“I don’t believe that any children are born naughty or bad, 
circumstances in their young lives often change them - they just 
need guidance and support to steer them in the right direction”.
The Awards took place at the Thistle Hotel on Friday 13th 
November and was attended by many celebrities.

Sedgefi eld Borough Homes has 
written to local MP Phil Wilson 
to ask him to back a new bill 
which would make it unlawful 
for energy companies to rip off 
their poorest customers.
A cross party group of 12 
MP’s have already supported 
the proposed new law, which 
would outlaw tariffs which 
hammer low income families 
who pay for their gas through 
prepayment meters.
The Equalisation of Tariffs 
for Gas and Electricity Bill 
was formally presented to the 
House of Commons on October 
15. It could become law if the 
private members bill is selected 
in a ballot next month, when 
the proposal is likely to gain 
widespread support. 
The National Housing 
Federation, which represents 
housing associations, estimates 
around 1.5m households are still 
being charged £40 extra a year 
more for gas than customers 
who pay via quarterly bills and 
around £100 more than those 
paying by direct debit.
Energy companies rake in an 
extra £50m a year through the 
excess charge they force prepay 
customers to pay - even though 
they have an average household 
income of just £13,500.
While EON, Scottish Power, 
Npower and EDF have 
dropped the prepayment meter 
premium, British Gas and 
SSE are still charging their 

“End the Prepay Meter 
Rip-off” says SBH

1.5m prepayment meter gas 
customers a premium. 
Now SBH, which houses 
approx 8,500 tenants, is writing 
to local MP Phil Wilson to urge 
him to back the new bill.
Chief Executive Colin Steel 
welcomed the bill and said a 
new law was the only way of 
ensuring energy companies 
stopped overcharging their 
poorest customers.
“The energy companies have 
shamelessly ripped off their 
poorest customers over many 
years and at last this group 
of MPs is taking a stand 
by proposing a bill which 
would outlaw this blatant 
discrimination between 
different customer types. 
“Millions of low income 
families are already struggling 
to make ends meet during the 
recession. Hitting them with the 
very highest fuel tariffs in the 
market is simply not acceptable 
and must be outlawed.”

TAI CHI
Tai Chi (Taiji) is an ancient 
Chinese art that now transcends 
race and culture for the benefi t 
of mankind. It is a method of 
bringing oneself in to harmony 
- where gross outer movements 
are refi ned into a smooth 
accurate fl ow, where emotions 
are calmed and harmonized, 
and where we learn to quieten 
deeply and allow the superfi cial 
brain chatter to subside. Some 
say meditation in motion.
On an outer level the special 
Loosening Exercises and 
Form practise bring the mind 
intention (Yi) and bodily 
responses into co-ordination as 
we learn to release unwanted 
muscular tension and align the 
posture of the body.
On an inner level we begin 
to increase our awareness to 
include the forces that move 
the body and explore the 5 
inner senses.
With Partner work we learn 
the principles of Yielding and 
Neutralising to an incoming 
force and over time we develop 
the potential to return the force 
through the stretched elastic 
state of the body.
New Starters are welcome at 
the Oak Leaf Sports Complex 
on Tuesday’s 7- 8.30pm.
Contact Joe on 01740 629452
E mail: joetaiji@gmial.com       
www.communigate.co.uk/ne/
taijiquan
The classes are suitable to all 
adults of enquiring mind who 
are prepared to make a little 
effort – like any discipline only 
with effort does the art unfold.
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Dear readers,
To clarify that there has been 
a non too subtle change in 
local politics which we feel 
you all need to be aware of. 
Changes in members moving 
their political allegiances 
over the last year has led the 
current elected Independent 
Councillors to rethink and take 
stock of just how Great Aycliffe 
(town and village) can be best 
represented.
Currently the political 
landscape for Great Aycliffe 
looks like the following. 
House of Commons   -   MP 
Phil Wilson (Labour)
Durham Unitary Authority 
Cabinet: 0 Councillors (None)
Durham Unitary Authority: 8 
Councillors

INDEPENDENT OPPOSITION
(7 Labour, 1 Independent) 
GATC: 30 Councillors (16 
Labour 12 Independent, 2 Lib 
Dems)
We think this can be drastically 
improved to ensure that the 
interests of Great Aycliffe 
do not become submerged 
by a party political agenda. 
Beginning with improving the 
organisation of ourselves. Our 
Immediate aim is to involve 
as many Like minded people 
as we can, either as active 
supporters or helpers or people 
who simply just recognise and 
support what we stand for. 
Quite Simply, the Independent 
Opposition is made up from 
Like minded people who can 
make an Honest decision 
WHICH IS Benefi cial to the 
people of Great Aycliffe.  
We subscribe to these 4 core 
values – Honesty, Principles, 
Shared Values and Respect.
Naturally, we would also 
hope anyone who considers 
themselves to be like minded 
and wishing to help us actively 
should contact the Leader of 
the Independent Opposition 
- Terry Hogan by e mail at 

terencehogan@rocketmail.
com
• Bearing in mind that we 
already possess amongst us 
suffi cient skills and experience 
to enable us to help others meet 
the challenge ahead.
Yours faithfully
Kenneth Stubbs
(Secretary for the Independent 
Opposition in Great Aycliffe)

Reassuring Neighbourhood Wardens, with tough 
powers to clamp down on nuisance behaviour, 
are to become a more common sight right across 
County Durham, following the go ahead from 
Cabinet today. (November 11 2009)
Currently 59 Neighbourhood Wardens carry out 
a variety of duties across a number of former 
district council areas. From April 2010 the 
popular scheme will be rolled out right across 
the county bringing the total number of wardens 
to 70. Last year the wardens responded to over 
15,000 incidents and have been involved in 
supporting a wide range of projects with local 
communities.
Streetscene Portfolio Holder Cllr Brian Stephens 
says extending the scheme is a high priority, 
“We feel very strongly that the Neighbourhood 
Wardens have played a key role in making our 
communities better places to live, work and visit. 
We know many residents fi nd the presence of 
wardens reassuring and that the current mix of 
education and enforcement has a proven track 
record. I am absolutely delighted that we will 
now be able to provide wardens in Teesdale, 
Derwentside and Chester-le-Street, where they 
have not previously been available. They will be 
highly visible, wear the same uniform across the 
county and be armed with the same tough powers 
to carry out enforcement where necessary.”
Head of Direct Services Oliver Sherratt says 
the wardens play a very key role in the county’s 
communities,” Wardens improve the quality of 
life through enhancing the physical appearance 
of our neighbourhoods, building community 
confi dence, deterring anti-social behaviour and 
helping to reduce fear of crime. From next year 
it is our aim that every area has a named local 
warden people can contact if they need help or 
advice. They will continue to work very closely 
with partners such as the Police and Housing 

Associations in joint operations and targeted 
campaigns. “
As well as providing important education services 
the Neighbourhood Wardens will be armed with a 
range of powers through Police Accreditation and 
the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 
2005. These powers mean wardens can hand out 
a whole range of fi xed penalty notices on issues 
like litter dropping, dog fouling and graffi ti. 
They are also empowered to tackle low level anti 
social behaviour which means wardens can carry 
out duties like removing alcohol from underage 
drinkers. 
Photo: (Front l-R) DCC Head of Direct Services 
Oliver Sherratt, Environment Portfolio Holder Cllr 
Bob Young, DCC Leader Cllr Simon Henig and 
Streetscene Portfolio Holder Cllr Brian Stephens 
join a few of the Neighbourhood Wardens who 
will make the county a safer, greener place to be.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDEN SCHEME 
EXPANDS THROUGHOUT COUNTY

Aycliffe Back to Earth
Newton Aycliffe 10  v  Whitby 51 

Newton Aycliffe hosted 2nd place Whitby in the Durham and 
Northumberland Division 3 on Saturday 14th November. The 
early exchanges were even and both sides’ quick backs made 
good runs. Whitby took the lead when poor Aycliffe tackling 
allowed them to break through the defence and two further 
tries gave them a 17 – 0 lead. Aycliffe now began to fi ght back. 
Excellent runs from Luke Crossen and Drew Gibson almost 
led to tries before a Luke Tinkler penalty put the home team 
on the scoreboard. Just before half-time, constant Aycliffe 
pressure saw Alan Layfi eld pick up at the back of a ruck and 
dive over for the try. Tinkler added the conversion and the 
score at the interval was 17 – 10.
At the start of the second period Aycliffe played some fi ne 
rugby with good breaks from fl ankers Michael Welsh and Neil 
Morgan. Whitby were in some disarray, but they managed to 
break out and add a further try. From this point on, Aycliffe 
tired and the visitors added 5 more tries in the fi nal 20 minutes 
to run out 51 – 10 victors despite the scrummaging efforts of 
props Craig Wynn, Bob Malvern and Cymon Lee.
Whilst Whitby were worthy winners, the margin was fl attering 
to them. With more concentration in defence, Aycliffe should 
fear no-one at this level. On 21st November Aycliffe host 
Richmondshire for a friendly at 2:15. Aycliffe’s sponsors 
are Fabtech Engineering and Workshop Supplies. More 
information is available at www.ayclifferugby.co.uk.

Junior 
Athletes Await 

Marathon 
News

Members of the junior Newton 
Aycliffe Athletics Club are 
anxiously awaiting news 
from the London Marathon 
organisers. They travelled up 
to Exhibition Park, Newcastle, 
on Remembrance Sunday, 8th 
November, to compete in the 
Town Moor run. This was a 
qualifying event for the London 
Mini Marathon,  which will 
take place in April 2010. The 
inclement weather had left the 
course water logged and more 
like a steeple chase than a cross 
country, however the young 
boys gave it their best shot. 
Not really sure of the course, 
Henry Johnson took part in the 
U13 boys, 3K event. A fi nal 
last push forged him forward to 
over take many athletes during 
the fi nal 300m. He fi nished 
4th place in 11.33. His fellow 
athlete, William Crossen, also 
ran the same route and distance 
of 3K. The competitors were 
strong in the U15 event, but 
William completed it in 10.37, 
gaining 7th place. James Askew 
gained an amazing 4th place in 
the U20 men’s, 5K race with a 
fantastic time of 16.57.
In contrast to the fl at race of 
the Town Moor, NAAC junior 
members travelled to Upsall 
Hall, Nov 15th. This rather 
hilly course was one to sort the 
men from the boys! 
U13 boys had an uphill start 
for their 2,400m cross country 
race. Henry Johnson, stuck 
behind the lead all the way 
until the fi nal 400m, when he 
began to get tired after the hill. 
However, he drew strength 
from somewhere and despite 
getting jostled at the end, came 
in joint 6th place with 8.53. 
William Crossen and Ryan 
Walton, both took part in U15 
boys distance of 2,900m. They 
ran well within the pack, and 
battled it out over the fi nal 
100m. Ryan was just pipped 
at the post, falling 2 seconds 
behind William. Boys fi nished 
10.27 and 10.29 respectively.  
Daniel Inglis, U17, continues 
to perform well and took the 
6,300m hilly event in his stride. 
He came home comfortably 
with 11th position and a great 
time of 26.15. James Askew, 
now competing with Senior 
Men, gained a staggering 
6th place with 37.25 for the 
9,700m. All the competitors 
performed well and continue 
to train hard through the winter 
season.

Take Action with New Powers
New powers that enable councillors to help tackle crime and other 
community issues in their area have been introduced.
Councillor Call for Action (CCfA) is a national scheme, which 
involves all councils and came into effect earlier this year.
In County Durham the scheme will give local councillors the 
power to refer certain local issues, which remain unresolved 
after other attempts to address them have failed, to the council’s 
overview and scrutiny committees.
Members of Durham County Council’s Cabinet last week (Nov 
11) agreed the process and guidance for councillors wishing to use 
their CCfA powers. CCfA powers can only be used by a councillor 
in relation to an issue within his or her ward area. They may not be 
used in relation to matters where there are already formal methods 
for members of the public to challenge decisions – such as licensing 
and planning issues – or for individual complaints which would be 
dealt with through the council’s existing complaints procedure.
Coun Joe Armstrong, Chairman of Overview and Scrutiny at 
Durham County Council, said: “We recognise that there are 
already plenty of adequate ways for councillors and members of 
the public to deal with issues of concern. “What these new powers 
do is give councillors an additional method of tackling particularly 
tricky issues which have previously proved diffi cult to resolve. It 
is hoped these issues can be resolved at local level, however, if 
that is not possible, Councillor Call for Action will be a last resort 
using the scrutiny process.”


