A Leisure Facility
provided by Great
Aycliffe Town Council
Tel: 01325 300600

OAK
LEAF
SPORTS COMPLEX

WE OFFER

MOT TESTING CENTRE

a wide range of facilities and activities

Now Open for Cars and Vans (Class 4 & 7)
* FAMILY RUN BUSINESS *

• Multi Purpose Sports Hall
• 4 Squash Courts

G.H. PALIN & SONS

• 4 Bowling Rinks

Carlbury Road, Aycliffe Industrial Estate
Telephone: 01325 300880
After Hours Telephone: 07980 712733

• Conference Facilities
• Bar with Large Screen TV
• Bar Meals and Sunday Lunch
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RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
FOLDS AT BURNHILL
Due to lack of interest
from the local community,

sadly,
the
Burnhill
Residents’ Association has

had to close. Following the
closure of the organisation
the committee met and
agreed to pass on their
remaining
funds
to
Burnhill Way Methodist
Church to be given to
organisations meeting on
its premises that work
with the local community.
As a result of this generosity,
financial help has been
given to the Baby & Toddler
Group, the Brownie Pack,
the thursday lunchtime
Friendship Group and the
JAFFA Club for school age
children.
All the groups are very
grateful for this boost to
their funds to enable them
to continue to work for
the benefit of the local
community and thank
the Committee for their
generosity.
The groups are all happy
to have new members
including Brownies (girls
aged 7+) meet Mondays
6pm-7.30pm, JAFFA Club
(blys & girls of school age)
Mondays 3.30pm-4.45pm,
Baby and Toddlers (mums,
dads, carers, grandparents
welcome, older siblings
welcome in school holidays)
Fridays 1pm-2.30pm, and
Friendship Group (all
ages welcome) Thursdays
12noon (inc food).
If you are interested in any
group just turn up to one of
their meetings and you will
be made most welcome.
It is sad that there was so
little interest in the local
community in working for
the good of all who live in
the area. Thanks should go
to all who over the years
have done such sterling
work in the Burnhill area,
providing
community
events and campaigning for
the new playground, etc.
Let us hope that one day
there will be an upsurge
of interest again in pulling
together as a community. In
the meantime the Police are
planning to test the water
with a monthly surgery on
the church premises - the
first being on 10th March
7pm-8pm.

TRANSFER OF
HOUSING &
LAND APPROVED
At
their
meetings
last Friday, the Full
Councils of Sedgefield
Borough and Durham
County
gave
their
formal approval for the
transfer of housing stock
to Sedgefield Borough
Homes.
This is an important
step in a process that
will see the ownership
and management of over
8,000 homes transfer
from Sedgefield Borough

CLOTHING
COLLECTION
NOT FOR
CHARITY
Dear Sir,
There
are
Clothing
Collection Bags” being
posted
through
the
letterboxes of homes in
Newton Aycliffe.
The number (59995054), is
NOT a Registered Charity
Number, and Helping Arms”
is NOT a registered charity.
According to Companies
House, Helping Arms is
a London based Limited
Company, whose nature
of business description is
“Wholesale of Textiles”.
This company is currently
active, but there is a proposal
to strike it off the register.
People should be on their
guard against firms like this,
as every bag of clothing they
collect is one less for one of
the worthwile charities to
collect. “Helping Hands”
is doing nothing illegal, that
is why charities, and Local
Authorites up and down the
country have had no success
in stopping them trading
in this way, although an
Advertising
Standards
Authority ruling stopped
them using the words
“Charity”, and “Authorised”
on their collection packs.
David Catleugh
Honister Place

LET US HELP YOU GET
THROUGH YOUR LOSS
John Meynell Funeral Service
Office and Chapels of Rest:
Cemetery Chapel, Stephenson Way, Newton Aycliffe DL5 7DS

Telephone: 01325 301 405
150 North Road, Darlington

Telephone: 01325 382 542
Monumentals & Pre-arranged Funeral Plans
24 hours a day - Funeral Director: Penny Dawson DipFD, MBIFD

Council to Sedgefield
Borough Homes on 30
March 2009, subject
to final approval from
the Tenant Services
Authority.
Councillor
Agnes
Armstrong, the Leader
of Sedgefield Borough
Council, stated, “The
Council has always been
fully supportive of the
transfer, and today’s
decision formalises that
sentiment. The Council
recognises that transfer
is the best way to secure
valuable investment in
our tenants’ homes.”
Brian
Allen,
Chief
Executive of Sedgefield
Borough Council added,
“The decision made
by both Councils is
extremely
important
and means we have met
another key milestone on
the journey to providing
the best deal for our
tenants. It’s a great deal
for tenants and a great
deal for Council tax
payers. It protects open
spaces by taking a belt
and braces approach to
future development, and
it provides significant
wider economic benefits
at a time of recession
and housing slump.”

BLINDS
FACTORY
NEW

PLANTATION
SHUTTERS
“It’s the wood that
makes them good”

SIESTA BLINDS

Telephone 309003 now

Week Ending 6th March, 2009

FROM BUSINESS CARDS TO BOOKS
NEWTON PRESS - YOUR PRINTER

St Cuthberts Way, Aycliffe Business Park
Tel: 300212
Email: sales@gonp.co.uk

Little Acorns Day Nursery
If you are looking for Quality Child Care, we can offer you
the highest, safest, quality flexible care for children of all
ages for 6 weeks up to 11 years. We take care of their every
need in our new nursery at Durham Way North, Newton
Aycliffe.
Take a look for yourself by booking an appointment to
view our new nursery with all rooms en-suite, an outdoor
play area with dinosaur slides, go cart track and much
much more, all in a safe and secure garden.
For three year olds we offer FREE FLEXIBLE
ENTITLEMENT without the restriction of attending for
sessions only, phone and ask for details.
Our breakfast and after school club have dedicated staff
to accompany children up to 11 years old in local taxis
to school and pick them up after school, give them a
snack and look after them until you pick them up. We are
confident that we can give your child the service you and
your child deserve.

To find out more call 01325 309100
www.mylittleacorns.com
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New Trampolining
Sessions in Ferryhill
A new series of trampolining
sessions are being introduced
at Ferryhill Leisure Centre
each Wednesday evening,
commencing Wednesday 25
March 2009. Each session
will last for one hour between
7.30pm and 8.30pm.
The sessions are primarily
targeted towards young
women aged between 16 and
25, with the aim of promoting
the benefits of sport and
physical activity to young
women within the Sedgefield
Borough area. However,
friends and family who fall
outside of the above age
group are more than welcome
to attend the sessions.
Each session will be
supervised by a qualified
trampoline coach, and will
accommodate every level of
ability, including complete
beginners. As places are
limited, booking in advance

is recommended.
For more information, or to
book a session, please contact
Marie
Ramsey
(Young
Women’s
Coordinator,
Sedgefield Borough Council)
on 01388 816166 ext 4512.

RED NOSE
DAY WALK
S&D Training are raising
money for Red Nose Day
by walking the 5 Centres
Challenge (around 10 miles).
The staff and clients will
walk from Chester Street
Bishop Auckland at 9.30am
on Friday 13th March
onto S&D Training South
Church Enterprise Park, onto
Shildon S&D Training then
Eden Grange and the final
destination S&D Training
Newton Aycliffe.

COUNTY’S NEW AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIPS WILL
LIVE UP TO THEIR NAME, PROMISES COUNCIL LEADER
New
‘Area
Action
Partnerships’ being set up
to give people in County
Durham a greater voice
and choice in local affairs
after the new unitary ‘super
council’ comes into power
in April will live up to
their name, Council Leader
Simon Henig pledged
today.
Speaking after the County
Council’s Cabinet agreed
the geographical boundaries
of the 14 AAPs, and
outlined arrangements for
their function, governancy
and spending powers, Coun
Henig said the new bodies
“would not disappoint”.
“ Throughout the extensive
consultation
exercises
we have held on AAPs
since last summer, the
single overriding message
that came over loud and
clear was the hope and
expectation that they would
actually lead to action and
improvements,” he added.
“ I am confident that the
arrangements we have
agreed today will offer the
greatest chance of making
this a reality and of enabling
the AAPs to live up to their
name.”
The creation of a series
Area Action Partnerships
to serve the main natural
communities of County
Durham was a key feature
of the proposal for a single
unitary council.
The Partnerships, which
Coun Henig has previously
emphasised will not be
mini-councils or district
councils
by
another
name, will provide people
with more say on the
quality of life within their
communities and perform
an important link between
local communities and the

public services which meet
their needs.
The AAPs will comprise a
balanced mix of key local
representatives such as
voluntary and community
organisations, unitary and
town and parish councillors,
and local people.
Each one will be supported
by an area co-ordination
team
responsible
for
encouraging
community
participation, facilitating
local action and ensuring
that the needs of the local
community are effectively
expressed to the extent
that they influence public
service provision.
The findings from more than
six months’ consultation
fed into a report considered
by members of the County
Council’s Cabinet today
who agreed the basic
building blocks of what
they see as being a new era
of community engagement.
The 14 Area Action
Partnerships will serve
communities based in and
around: Easington East
Durham Rural Corridor
(formerly the Sedgefield
Rural Corridor AAP),
Bishop Auckland and
Shildon (formerly Bishop
Auckland AAP), Chesterle-Street, Consett, Crook,
Willington and Tow Law
(formerly
Crook
and
Willington AAP) Durham
City (including Bearpark),
Ferryhill and Chilton,
Mid-Durham Rural West
(formerly
Lanchester/
Durham
Rural
West
AAP), Newton Aycliffe,
Spennymoor,
Stanley,
Teesdale
(including
Etherley) & Weardale.
The Partnerships are due
to hold their first meetings
in April, when one of their

first tasks will be to choose
names for themselves with
which local people will
identify.
“ There was a lot
of feedback on the
geographical
boundaries
of the Partnerships and,
after using town and parish
council boundaries as the
basis for consultation, we
have wherever practical,
complied with the consensus
view,” said Coun Henig.
Partnership budgets will be
determined in February as
part of the Council’s budget
setting process.
Each unitary councillor will
also have an annual budget
to support local initiatives.
One of the key annual jobs
of each Partnership will be
to identify up to five local
priorities where it feels
it can have the greatest
positive impact and to
develop action plans setting
out how they are to be
addressed.
The
Area
Action
Partnerships will go about
their business at two
levels. An Area Board
will be expected to meet
once a month to deliberate
core business. They will
comprise one third elected
councillors,
one
third
members of the public and
one third representatives of
partner organisations so that
no one body will be able to
dominate membership.
Then, twice a year, Area
Forums will meet where
‘all comers’ will be able
to debate important issues,
including what the local
priorities should be and to
review the Partnership’s
progress over the previous
12 months.
“ Although the consultation
exercise threw up many

NEVILLE
COMMUNITY
CENTRE
The Senior Citizens Forum
meets on Monday 9th
March at 1.30pm. Paula
Woods from Butterwick
Hospice is the guest
speaker. Admission £1 to
include Tea and Biscuits.
Open to everyone.
SALSA Dancing returns
by popular demand starting
9th March from 7.30 till
8.30pm. Admission £3.
Instructor Doria Coates.
Line Dancing resumes
on Thursday 5th march
at
6.20pm.
Beginners
welcome.
New Mother and Toddlers
group starts Wednesday 4th
March 10am till 12 noon.
£1 per family. To book ring
313924.
Kurling for Beginners every
Tuesday 2pm till 4pm or
Thursday 1 - 3 pm. Any age
can enjoy this activity. £2 a
session.
Family
Kurling
any
Saturday from 2 till 4 pm.
Teams of three or four.
Please book on 313924.
Childrens Birthday Party
special offer - ring for
details.
Book our hall for any new
idea you may have. Ring
Peter Beaty on 313924

differing views on certain
aspects of the proposals,
there was a general
agreement about the role
and function and structure
of the Partnerships and
the important part they
could play in improving
the quality of life in local
communities,” said Coun
Henig.
“Further detail has to be
developed and agreed, and
if the AAPs are successful,
as I am sure they will
be, they will continue
to evolve, and through

practice and experience and with feedback from
those directly involved
- find their own optimum
structures.
“This is an exciting part
of the move to unitary
status, and the beginning
not just of a new era in
local government, but of
closer and more effective
community
engagement
and
local
partnership
working that I am sure
will improve the quality of
life for people throughout
County Durham.”
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WOODHAM TAKE THE CHALLENGE
Young Engineers tackle
transport problem
Sedgefield
Engineering
Forum (SEF) has been
working with five Schools
located in South West
Durham to design key
elements of a bespoke
road transport system. The
Engineering Challenge is
made possible because of
funding given by Aimhigher
County Durham.
64, Year 9 students drawn
from Woodham CTC,
Ferryhill BEC, St John’s
RC School, Tudhoe and
Spennymoor
attended
extracurricular
sessions
over a 12 week period,
commencing
at
the
beginning of November
2008.
Industrial Mentors from
SEF Member Companies
visited the schools on a
weekly basis to work with
the students to design and
manufacture,
bridges,
remote controlled vehicles
and a renewable energy
source in the form of wind
turbines.

The aim of the Engineering
Challenge is to promote
careers in Engineering and
also allow the students to
experience the exacting
demands of the Engineering
and Manufacturing sector.
By working closely with
the Industrial Mentors,
the students were able to
experience many different
aspects of Engineering such
as Design, Electronics and
Fabrication.
The Grand Final was held
on the 26th February at
the Locomotion Museum
in Shildon and was a huge
success. Judges’ from
SEF Member Companies
gave expert opinion on the
teams work to determine
the winning school. Also
Judging and supporting the
event were George Gray,
Mayor of Aycliffe and
Ian Harrington, Mayor of
Spennymoor.
Special guest on the day
was John Elliott, Managing
Director of Ebac Ltd
who helped to judge the
competition and presented

the awards to the students.
It was an extremely close
run final with once again
St John’s edging the result
primarily due to exceptional
driving in the races.
Woodham were runners up,
Tudhoe and Spennymoor
were third and Ferryhill
4th.
The students thoroughly
enjoyed the competition
having learned new skills,
made new friends but
most importantly equipped
themselves with ideas to
help them make informed
decisions
about
their
futures.
SEF plans to run the
Engineering
Challenge
again in 2009~2010. If
you would like to know
more about the work of the
Engineering Forum then
please contact Michael
Burnham,
mdb@sefor.
org.uk, or visit the forum
website, www.sefor.org.uk.

Anna was one of the stars
of Woodham with 59 out of
60 possible marks and then
won her race with really
exceptional driving skills

TOWN GOLF PRO
CAPTAIN OF
NORTH ALLIANCE
Local golf professional
Ernie Wilson has accepted
the position of Vice Captain
of the Northumberland and
Durham Golf Alliance.
The Alliance was formed
over 80 years ago and its
membership is open to
all professional and low
handicap golfers in Durham
and Northumberland.
Ernie accepted this position
at the Alliance AGM in
February.
During his
acceptance
speech
he
remarked that he was
both delighted and proud
to represent the Alliance
as Vice Captain for 2009
and Captain for 2010, and
that this great honour is a
highlight in his career as a
professional golfer.
During his career Ernie
has represented Scotland,
partnered Colin Montgomery
and played alongside some
of the best golfers in the
world including Sandy Lyle
and VJ Singh.
More recently Ernie has
been the Pro at the Oak
Leaf Complex Golf and

driving range and when his
contract came to an end he
was quickly employed by
Woodham Golf club.
This was massive loss to
the town, but a great asset
to Woodham, where he
continues to give lessons
and advice from his shop on
all matters of golf.
I am sure those who know
Ernie wish him good luck
and agree that there is no
one more deserving of this
position.
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Situations Vacant
PIZZA SHOP
require a

Cook & Telephone Person
Experienced preferred but not essential

Telephone: 01325 468991
or 07772 082457

OUR M.P. MAKING SURE
WORKERS ARE PAID FAIRLY
When families are struggling through the
global economic down turn, it is more
important than ever to have the National
Minimum Wage.
Everyone should earn a fair wage for a
fair day’s work - there is no excuse not to
pay up. And there were two welcome bits
of news that will be a boost to workers in
Newton Aycliffe.
The Government has said that it wants to
change the current minimum wage rules on
tipping so that in the future, tips will be in
addition to the Minimum Wage.
For me, this is a matter of fairness and
common sense. When you go to a
restaurant or to have a hair cut and leave a
tip, you expect it to go to the staff on top of
their pay, not to be put through the payroll
to make up the Minimum Wage.
This action on tips will benefit workers
throughout my constituency, people we all
rely on, but who sometimes don’t have the
strongest voice.
And as part of Labour’s crackdown on
those who try to exploit workers, tough
new penalties for employers who underpay
their staff have been made law.
I supported and voted for Labour’s
Employment Act because I wanted to see
tougher action on rogue employers who
con their staff. It has now become law.
This will mean that the tough new penalties
come into force in April.
There could be unlimited fines for the
most serious cases rather than the current

maximum limit of £5,000. It will also
mean a fairer way of dealing with national
minimum wage arrears, calculated so
workers do not lose out.
In the last year alone, the Government
helped to restore £3.9 million in arrears to
over 19,000 workers and has also increased
the enforcement budget for the National
Minimum Wage by almost £3m.
But to make sure people are getting the
National Minimum Wage rogue employers
need to be exposed. If you think a rogue
employer is not paying up then get in
touch with my office on 321603 or call the
national minimum wage helpline on 0845
6000 678. And don’t worry; you don’t
have to give your name or details. This
year marks 10 years since Labour voted to
introduce the National Minimum Wage in
1998. The National Minimum Wage for
adult workers is £5.73, the rate for 18-21
year olds is £4.77 and the rate for 16-17
year olds is £3.53.
The adult minimum wage provides, with
Working Tax Credits and other benefits,
a guaranteed income of at least £292 per
week for families with one child and one
full time worker, which is equivalent to
over £7.38 per hour.
I’m proud that, while the Tories opposed
the minimum wage and still criticise it,
our Labour Government is taking steps
to strengthen it – ensuring that working
people know their rights and employers
know their responsibilities.

FREE Events to Help Local Businesses
South Durham Business
Network (SDBN) has
scheduled three FREE
events
following
its
successful launch on the
23rd of January 2009,
which attracted over 180
local business leaders.
The network is going from
strength to strength and
gaining new members
constantly. If you’re not
already a member then why
not register for one or all of
the listed events to see if
there’s value in becoming
a part of our business led,
business focused group.
The events are:
Is
your
PENSION
working for you and your
business? Tuesday 24th
March 2009, registration
from 18:00 at Spennymoor
Town Hall. Many of us have
pensions or investments
but seldom review them,
understand their value and
assume they’re locked up
until we’re too old to enjoy
them. But is this assumption
true?

Ask the Expert &
Business Surgery Tuesday
28th April 2009, 15 minute
appointments
can
be
made for the one-to-one
surgery with a broad range
of experts from 15:00 to
17:00. Venue Spennymoor
Town Hall.
This event provides an
opportunity to meet a
range of professionals
covering services ranging
from Accountancy, Book
Keeping, Business Link,
Tax, VAT, Legal, IT, Sales
& Marketing, Training &
Development,
Business
Improvement,
Banking,
Personal
Financial
Services, Website design,
Human Resources and
Health & Safety. The oneto-one appointments will be
followed by networking and
a Q&A session where the
experts will take questions
from the floor.
Are you doing the right
things RIGHT? Thursday
14th of May 2009 at
Whitworth Hall Hotel,

registration at 13:30. In
these challenging economic
times it can often be difficult
to navigate the best course
for you, your business and
your employees.
Whether you’re growing,
down-sizing or not sure
what to do, this event will
provide some options,
possibly solutions and the
answers you are looking
for. Are you and your staff
motivated, focused and
positive?
Is your sales and marketing
pipeline robust and well
planned and resourced? Are
you operating within the
law and taking advantage of
the law where it suits your
business circumstances?
The presenters include
Simon Hartley, Olympic
Sport Psychologist and
Performance Coach. Jackie
Wade, MD of Winning
Sales
and
Peninsula
who are regarded as one
the
countries
leading
Employment Law and
Health & Safety support

companies.
To find out more and join
this
forward
thinking
and pro-active group of
businesses contact Darren
Race on info@sdbn.org.
uk or M: 07947 409838 or
www.sdbn.org.uk.
Contact details: Darren
Race, Chairman of South
Durham Business Network
(SDBN)
T: 07947 409838
E: info@sdbn.org.uk
W: www.sdbn.org.uk

Labour Vote
for Transfer
Dear Sir
Last Friday I attended the
Borough Council Meeting
for the discussion on the
transfer of open spaces to
the new Sedgefield Brough
Homes company.
I attended because I was
curious how our Councillors
from Aycliffe would vote
on this issue and whether or
not they would vote against
the transfer.
There were 11 Aycliffe
Councillors there and out
of these, 8 of them voted
against the transfer, the
other 3 who are Labour
members voted for the
transfer.
I wonder in April when
they are no longer on the
Borough, but are still town
councillors whether they
will vote in favour of the
town council going for
a judicial review on the
transfer. Will they vote
against this, and their fellow
town councillors, or will
they vote with them? Why
didn’t they vote with our
other borough councillors
to save our open spaces
being transferred.
A Palmer

DID YOU SEE
THE LIGHT?
Dear Sir,
Can somebody please tell
me that I’m not going
completely bonkers? On
Saturday I was backing out
of my drive on my way to
Tesco at around 6.00pm
when out of the corner of
my eye I saw a bright light
moving slowly across the
sky.
At first I thought it was a
firework and then possibly
a flare (although why a flare
would have been fired I have
no idea). I then thought it
could be an aircraft of some
description crashing. (a bit
far fetched I know).
The light then seemed to
just fade away. I thought
that my excitement had
finished when another light
came over and did excactly
the same.
Someone else must have
seen this and if so does
anybody know what it
was?
Please reassure me I have
not just relived Close
Encounters of the Fourth
kind and that there is a
simple explanation. I have
not yet started building
mash potato mountains but
would be intrigued to find
out just what is out there.
John Wilson

Historians
Meeting
The Aycliffe Village Local
History Society will meet in
the Village Hall at Aycliffe at
7pm on Wednesday the 11th
of March 2009. Ms Jo Bath
will speak about “North
Eastern Witchcraft”.
There is on-street car
parking, refreshments are
provided, and the meeting
will end at 9pm.

What is Council Tax for?
Dear Sir,
What has happened to our Town, when all you see is broken
glass? Where do we the tax payer’s stand in trying to get it
removed? No matter where a person goes, be it on a path or on
the side of a road,, there is shattered glass. Does a person have
to fall to the ground and cut themselves or a dog owner having
to visit the Vet with their injured pet before anything is done
by the Council? Is there a policy on removing this danger? Is
there no longer a Council brush team? If so the tax payers of
Newton Aycliffe no nothing about it . . . are the paths and roads
to be cleaned up by us?
Jane Parsonage
Ed: Please contact your local councillor or ring the Council
“Street Scene” at Green Lane 01388 816166.
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School Aycliffe Lane
Newton Aycliffe
Co. Durham
Tel: 01325 300600

GRAND RE-OPENING
11am on SATURDAY 14th MARCH
of our Bar/Catering facilities after refurbishment
Come and join the Fun!
Have a drink or a meal whilst the children play

FREE FAMILY FUN
WITH

in our Function Room from 12 noon to 4pm
(parents must be in the building)
Soft Play • Face Painting • Balloon Modelling • Crafts • Games
and much, much more

BAR

CATERING

FREE small glass of Pepsi for all
children accompanied by an adult

FOOD AVAILABLE
12.00noon-9.30pm

Family Quiz throughout the Day

FREE portion of gateau with every
adult meal purchased

Fosters - Smooth - Strongbow
ONLY £1.00 PER PINT

FREE ice lolly with every child meal

(whilst stocks last)

(winners will be notified)

From 6.00pm (whilst stocks last)

(whilst stocks last)

SPECIAL OFFERS AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT THE DAY
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STOP OLDER PEOPLE LOSING COLD TIME AT CAMP FROSTY
THEIR HOME TO PAY FOR CARE
The Government is being urged to look
again at how inheritance tax could help
fund a better care system in this country
and stop older people losing their home to
pay for a care home place.
It’s estimated that over 60,000 older people
pay for a place in a care home every year
by selling their own home. That number
is likely to increase as property ownership
increases with younger age groups and
more people are expected to pay for their
own care. A care duty set at just 2.5%
on estates valued between £25,000 and
£312,000 could, for example, raise at
least £1.7 billion a year to bridge the care
funding gap. A care duty of 4.25% could
generate almost £3 billion.
The collapse of the property market
has meant many older people and their
families are faced with even bigger
problems paying for a care home place.
If their local authority won’t help with a
loan through a deferred payment, then
older people have to get a loan, rack up
debts with the care home or sell their home
below market prices. Growing numbers of
enquiries to Counsel and Care’s advice
service are about problems paying for care
home fees.
Stephen Burke said “Families want the
right care and the right deal. An increasing
number of older people and their families
are faced with the prospect of huge care
home bills which have to be paid by selling
their home. This has been made even
harder by the current economic crisis.

“It would be much fairer if better care was
funded through a care duty on people’s
estates, with a small percentage paying for
care. Rather than losing the family home,
people would pay a bit more through
inheritance tax. The care duty could top up
current public spending or be ring-fenced
and used as part of a new social insurance
scheme to pay for care. This proposal makes
sense because we already have a system
for collection, and it would keep track with
demographic changes and increased personal
wealth.
“Alongside this reform we need to see much
better use of public funding for care and
support, with health and housing working
closer together with care. We need more
support for family carers and much earlier
intervention to support people at the right
time. And we need better information and
advice for all older people and carers so they
can get the support they need.
“The green paper this spring is a once in a
lifetime opportunity to create a new care
system that meet the needs of this generation
and future generations of older people. The
green paper must point the way to radical
reform of care funding to meet the needs
of our ageing population, with more older
people living with dementia and disabilities.
“The current economic downturn can’t be
used as an excuse to delay action any longer.
We can’t ignore the care crisis. It’s one of the
biggest challenges facing us all for decades
to come and requires urgent and radical
reform.”

A cold weekend at the
end of February saw eight
Scouts from 1st Newton
Aycliffe Scout Troop join
with other Scouts from the
Bishop Auckland District
on the annual Camp Frosty
at Holwick near Middletonin-Teesdale.
Simon Howe, Andrew
Turnbull, Callum Howe,
James Foster, Shannon
Hamilton, Richie Howe,
Liam Brown and Lorna
Bennett along with a hardy
group of Leaders and parent
helpers braved the elements
for a back to basics camp.
On the Saturday, they took
part in a 10-mile incident
hike starting from Cow
Green
Reservoir
and
passing Cauldron Snout,
High Force and Low Force
on the way. It finished back
at base with them cooking
their own meal on outdoor
stoves.
On Sunday they were set six
different challenges ranging
from dismantling the tents
to car maintenance and
including other teamwork
exercises.
The weekend finished with
four of the older Scouts who
have been together since
joining Cub Scouts winning

the
challenge
trophy.
Praising Simon, Andrew,
Callum and James, Shannon
summarised the weekend,
“It was awesome”.

Editorial

WAITING
FOR
DETAILS
ON LAND
TRANSFER
There were some odd
goings on last Friday at
the Borough and County
Council surrounding the
meeting which decided on
the transfer of houses and
land to Sedgefield Brough
Homes.
Coincidentally, the County
Council had a meeting at
the same time, taking away
Councillors from Newton
Aycliffe who serve on both
authorities who should
have been at Green Lane
debating this important
issue. Apparently they were
approving the Council Tax
increase for next year. We
are not saying this was
contrived, but it did seem
odd and let Councillors
from the town off the hook.
Then again, we are told,
the transfer was all cut and
dried with the Labour whip
out to carry the vote, with
only opposition members
voting against.
Three Newton Aycliffe
Labour councillors, George
Gray, Helen Hutchinson and
Vince Crosby voted for the
transfer and we hope they
can justify this decision.
There has been no reaction
from the Town Council,
who are so passionately
against the transfer of
large pieces of land, but we
understand they are keeping
their powder dry to see the
detail of the actual proposal
as it is not fully concluded.
A reader contacted Newton
News to pose a question
on the vote by tenants on
the transfer. He understood
only they could vote, but
on hearing the transfer also
included garages wondered
why he was not allowed to
vote as he has rented his
garage for many years.
There is still much to say
and do on this contentious
issue and Newton News
will attempt to keep readers
informed.

1st Newton Aycliffe Scout
Troop currently has some
space for new members
(both boys and girls from
the age of 10 ½ - 14).
More information on the
Scout Movement including
opportunities for young
people and adults alike can
be obtained locally from Ian
Johnson on 0845 0944 084
or from 1stnewtonaycliffe@
durhamscouts.org.uk

POLICE PACT
MEETINGS
Police and Communities
Together meetings (PACTS)
are to be held in the Neville/
Simpasture
Wards
as
follows;
Saturday 14th March, 2009
at Aycliffe Village Hall.
10am until l2noon. This will
incorporate the Village Beat
Surgery.
Thursday
19th
March,
2009 at Neville Parade
Methodist Church Lounge.
Commencing 6.30pm.
The intention of these
meetings is to discuss and
agree local policing priorities
identified by the community.
Local Councillors will also
be invited to discuss any
community related issues.
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Local Hero Saves HELP DISABLED ON NEW ALPHA COURSE Scam Email
from Inland
Puppy from Drowning GREAT NORTH RUN
Revenue
Dear Sir,
I am writing to see whether
you might be able to help
Leonard Cheshire Disability
in our bid to recruit 200
runners for the Great North
Run, which is taking place on

KIND HELP
Dear Sir,
A big thankyou to all those
lovely people who helped
pick up the loose change
that fell out of my pocket on
Friday.
Not one bit of my money
was missing as all age groups
bent down to help when I just
felt like walking away.
So many willing hands for
which I am very grateful.
Marge Mason

Jazz Band
Drag Attack
Shaun Coulthard of Colwell
Court suffered 2 brain
heamorrages 3 years ago
and is registered disabled,
but that did not stop him
jumping in a lake to save his
8 month old Cocker Spaniel
puppy who was drowning.
Shaun and his wife Julia
were taking a walk in
Preston Park when “Bailey”
one of the two puppies, they
had purchased 6 months
ago, went swimming and
soon got into trouble.
Shaun saw the dog go under
and without hesitation
jumped in, fully clothed, to
rescue his dog. The water
was 5 feet deep and Shaun
was completely sodden and

had to get back to the car
to get his clothes off to be
wrapped in a rug.
“I was very wet and the
water was icy cold, so
much so it took my breath
away when I jumped in,
but faced with the same
situation I would do exactly
the same again. Next time I
must remember to take my
mobile phone out of my
pocket as it is ruined”. said
Shaun.
Following the incident
Shaun, a former Technician
at Fujitsu, needed an antitetanus injection, but that
was the only bad result
from the experience, other
than needing a new phone.

On Wednesday 15th April,
the Northern Citrines Jazz
Band are hosting a “Drag
Attack” show incorporating
two north east Drag Queens.
The show is to be held at Elm
Road Club, Shildon from
7-11pm, tickets are priced
at £4 each and are available
by contacting 01388 775728
or at Micks Computer Shop
in Shildon. To complement
the show there will be a cash
bingo and raffles.

20 September 2009.
We only have a limited time
to fill our team up so in the
next few weeks it is crucial
that we promote our places
as widely as possible.
You’re probably familiar
with at least one of the local
Leonard Cheshire Disability
services in your area. But
you may be unaware that
Leonard Cheshire Disability
is the UK’s leading disability
charity, providing direct
support to over 22,000
disabled people. With services
ranging from residential care
and care at home support to
innovative skills training
and employment schemes,
the charity is committed to
helping disabled people to
live life their way.
If we fill our Great North Run
team we hope to raise around
£78,000 for the charity crucial funds that will make
a real difference to those we
support.
We are working hard to
change attitudes to disability
and to improve the lives of
disabled people.
With many thanks,
Amy
Simpson,
Events
Officer
Leonard Cheshire Disability
www.LCDisability.org
The Bupa Great North Run
Great event, Great team,
Great support!
Reserve your place today:
Call: 0870 420 4301
Email: events@lcdisability.
org www.lcdisability.org/gnr

COUNTY COUNCIL LEADER
UNHAPPY WITH RENT RISE
REVIEW’ OF HOUSING P0LICY REQUESTED
Durham County Council
has helped secure a review
of Government policy that
could take the sting out
of any council house rent
increases in the future.
Changes
in
the
Government’s
rent
structuring scheme for
2009/10 resulted in the new
unitary council-elect having
no option but to agree an
above-average rent increase
of six per cent for its 19,000
tenants next year.
But just hours after
announcing the move last
Friday, Council Leader
Simon
Henig
sought
an urgent meeting with
Housing Minister Margaret
Beckett over the weekend.
And at Labour’s National
Policy Forum in Bristol on
Saturday, he found he wasn’t
alone in seeking changes to
the Government’s current
policy.
“ I shared the concerns of my
fellow county councillors
about the size of the rent
increase we were being
required to make when we
met to discuss it on Friday
as part of our annual budget
meeting for the coming
year,” said Coun Henig.
“ And when I met the
Minister, it was clear we
weren’t the only council
that was unhappy about
having to make council
house rent increases of this
level, especially given the
economic downturn.
“ While we weren’t able
to secure any immediate
changes to Government
policy that would soften the

blow of the increases just
agreed, the Minister gave
us a clear commitment to
comprehensively review the
whole question of council
house rent restructuring and
housing subsidies before
we look at our budget for
2010/11.
“ And while it would be
wrong to do any crystal ball
gazing and forecast what
rent levels will be in two
years’ time, I would like to
think the Minister’s review
will result in a policy shakeup that takes the sting out
of the annual rent review
process and offers a fairer
deal for our tenants.”

Xcel Church are planning an Alpha Course. Alpha is a tried
and tested course which, up to the present time, has been
experienced by over 2million people in the Uk and in excess
of 11million world wide.
It provides a great opportunity for anyone to explore some of
life’s big questions. The atmosphere is informal, friendly and
relaxed, and always includes light refreshments.
Attending an Alpha Course is a chance for people, who have
questions, to find out what Christianity is really about and
many have discovered how relevant it is to modern life.
Time Magazine said, ‘Many claim Alpha has changed their
lives and appear genuinely happier for the experience.’
The course is free and begins on Thursday March 5th. at Xcel
Church, Village Close, Woodham. To register or for more
information ring 08454505871, also visit xcelchurch.com

Readers are warned to
watch out for a scam e-mail
supposedly from the Inland
Revenue advising them of a
tax rebate.
The e-mail calls for you to
provide all your personal
details in order to receive
the money. Don’t be fooled
and don’t reply.
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Disappointing Defeat for Aycliffe Rugby COUNTY CONFIRM AVERAGE
2.9% COUNCIL TAX INCREASE

Newton Aycliffe travelled
to Chester le Street to play
their second team. After two
big victories over the same
opposition, Aycliffe were
expecting to win.
The hosts had a stronger
than expected team and
put Aycliffe under pressure
early on. Breaks by the
speedy Aycliffe backs came
to naught and there were no
points scored until near halftime.
Phill Sangster was able to
offload after begin heavily
tackled,
captain
Andy
Newman collected the ball
and scored in the corner. The

half time score was 5 – 0.
In the second half, the home
team put more pressure
on Aycliffe and score a
try under the posts after
their big number 8 broke
through a number of tackles.
Aycliffe then suffered two
sin-binnings and conceded a
second try when down to 13
men.
With a quarter of an hour to
go, Aycliffe finally began to
play well.
When the ball was sent wide,
Mark Silvester was on hand
to score with a well angled
run, but the conversion was
missed. With time running

Plumbing

Chester le Street 14 Newton Aycliffe 10

out, Luke Tinkler crossed
the line but was held up. Two
further attacks in the closing
seconds were stopped inches
short and the game ended 14
– 10 to Chester.
This was a disappointing
result for Aycliffe who will
hope to reverse the trend when
they visit Houghton 2nd XV
in a Durham Junior League

Gardening
HARRY
THOMPSON
Fences made to order, repair
service, hedges removed. Free
estimates Tel 316572 or 07713
257929
HIGHSIDE Road Nursery
Heighington. Fencing Panels:
6’x6’ £11, 6’x5’ £10, 6’x4’
£9, 6’x3’ £8. Trellis 6’x4’ £7,
6’x3’ £5.50, 6’x2’ £4, 6’x1’
£2.50. Tel 316487 or 07809
028310
MARTIN SHIRES garden
Landscaping Services Block
Paving Specialists. Fencing,
Patios, Walls, Turfing, Hedges.
Quality guaranteed work. Tel
321891
ALPINE
LANDSCAPES.
Patios, Driveways, Fencing,
Gravel, Turfing, Walls. All
work guaranteed. 16 years
experience,
professional
advice. www.alpinelandscapes.
co.uk - contact Alan on 01325
310128 or 07974 710 351

game on 7th March, kick-off
3pm. Newton Aycliffe Rugby
Club would like to thank
their sponsors Aston Hotels
and ServiceForce.
More information is available
on the website at www.
ayclifferugby.co.uk

Electrical

Durham County Councillors
today confirmed an average
2.9 per cent increase in their
share of Council Tax bills for
next year.
Members of the authority met
to consider the first budget
of the new unitary authority
which, from April 1, will bring
together all seven district
councils and the county
council – and their individual
spending plans.
Council
Leader
Simon
Henig said bringing the eight
budgets together had been “ an
extremely difficult” process,
but one which had avoided
the cuts to frontline services
and compulsory redundancies
that many other councils
throughout the country were
having to make to cope with
the economic downturn.
“ We have actually been able
to improve our services, and
at the same time equalise
our share of the Council Tax,
support the introduction of

free swimming for under-18s
and over-60s, and introduce
demand-responsive
public
transport which will reconnect
vulnerable people to bus
services,” he added.
“ I am confident that this
budget will stand us in good
stead as we move into a new
unitary era of local government
in County Durham.”
To equalise the authority’s
Council Tax demand and
achieve the average 2.9 per
cent increase will mean, just
this year, some households
paying a lower increase than
others, some paying more, and
those in Derwentside actually
paying around one per cent
less than they are currently
paying.
But it means that, for the first
time, everyone in the same
Council Tax Band will pay
the same, no matter where
they live in the county.
Until this year, local authority
Council Tax demands differed

Driving School

throughout the county because
each of the district councils
added their own precept on
top of the bill for County
Council services.
But from April 1 this year,
under the new unitary system,
there will only be one council
and one bill.
And in future, everyone will
pay exactly the same variation
whether Council Tax bills go
up or down from one year to
the next.
“ When the bills for County
Council services drop through
people’s letterboxes this year,
no-one will be paying more
than anyone else who lives in
a house in the same Council
Tax Band . . . and that has got
to be fairer than the present
system,” said Coun Henig,
who praised the co-operation
between elected members
and officers of all councils
involved in the budget-making
process.

Builders

FREE QUOTES from Part P/
NICEIC registered electrician
with 20 years experience.
Domestic or commercial, full
or part rewires, sockets, lights,
fuse boards, cookers, showers,
Landlord inspections and more.
Call Simon on 07866 266 657
or 313330 - all areas covered

U-DRIVE School of Motoring.
First five lessons £60.
Discounts for block bookings.
Ring or text Peter on 01325
286767 or 07780 556147

Roofing

J. WATSON Property Services

We specialise in Flat Roof Replacement and
Flat to Pitch Roof Conversions
Chimney Stacks - Slating - Ridge Tiles Replaced - Tiling - Flat Roofs
Pointing - UPVC Facias and Soffits - Guttering - Leadwork
Storm Damage - Velux Windows - Recommendations Available

For a Free Estimate Contact James Watson

01325 486099 - or 07799 426110
wwww.1stcalljwps.co.uk

J&B Installations, bathrooms,
kitchens, bedrooms, complete
quality fitting service, can also
supply. For a free quotation
phone Paul on 314216 or
07936 279240
THE WORX For all your
Plumbing needs, full bathroom
design and installs. All tiling
and cladding requirements.
Maintenance and repair. No
call out charge. Tel 300786 or
07954 435278
For all your print requirements

Newton Press 300212

24 HOUR ROOFING & Guttering, Slates, Tiles, Pointing,
Ridges, Flat Roofs, out of hours sheeting-up service, insurance
work welcome. Free quotation, contact RAD Roofing Contractors.
Tel 01388 818286 (office), Mobile 07502 187578

PLANS DRAWN for all
extensions, new builds and
loft conversions. Full design
and build service. Tel 01388
606685 or 07731 985837
BILL LOWERY (Builder).
Brick laying, plastering, joinery
etc. No job too small. Tel 01325
311225
J&B Installations, bathrooms,
kitchens, bedrooms, complete
quality fitting service, can also
supply. For a free quotation
phone Paul on 314216 or
07936 279240
S. WALKER General Builder.
Free estimates. Tel 07707
190354
A.W. HUNT Construction.
Large or small we do it
all! All aspects of building
work including extensions,
garages, loft conversions,
porches, garden walls, patios,
drives, concreting, roofing
and property maintenance.
Service with a smile. Please
call 311568 or 07979 751662
for a free estimate. Guaranteed
quality work with 30 years
experience.
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ARRIVA COMMITTED TO PROVIDING
THE VERY BEST BUS SERVICE
In response to the letter in
the Newton News of the 27th
February 2009, I would like
to say that we are working
hard to improve our bus
services in Newton Aycliffe.
We operated some very
frequent services to both
Durham and Darlington with
4 buses an hour to Durham
during the day and 8 per
hour to Darlington.

Joinery

Last year we invested heavily
with 28 brand new low floor
easy access buses for our
Darlington depot and some
of these buses are used on
services in Newton Aycliffe
and this year we are buying
another 100 brand new
buses. All our new buses
are fitted with the latest low
emissions engines (Euro 5
standard) and these buses
will be running on services
5/5a and 7/7a which run
through Newton Aycliffe.
We work hard to meet our
customers expectations by
running our buses on time
and by providing them with
good customer service when
they travel with us. So that
we can monitor our standards
we commission an annual
survey from independent
research consultants GfK/
NOP. Our results from 2008
have been excellent with
some highlights being :Highest
ever
Overall
Satisfaction,
Reliability
of Service and Value for
Money ratings,
Highest ever Personal
Safety and Cleanliness of
Buses ratings,
Highest ever Punctuality
and Frequency of Service
ratings,

35% of our customers
believe
their
service
has improved in the
past 6 months with a
higher score of 44% for
services in Darlington,
93% of customers would
recommend us (highest
score in comparison to our
compepitors).
We also have our drivers
and vehicles assessed by an
external agent and we’ve
seen some excellent results
in 2008, especially at
Darlington depot.
Over 70% of assessments
showed
satisfactory
or
excellent driving standards
with over 95% showing
good or excellent customer
service skills.
Over 80% of assessments
showed good or excellent
service standard skills. In
total 73 assessments were
carried out at our Darlington
depot with each assessment
being carried out without
prior knowledge by the
company or the driver.
We are committed to
providing our customers with
the very best in customer
service.
Mark Ellis
Commercial Manager
Arriva North East

Decorating

LAMBTON
JOINERY
Kitchen and bedrooms fitted,
doors, skirting, dado rails,
laminate floors, general joinery.
No job too small. Call for free
estimates. Tel 07858 755437
G. WELCH Joinery. All
general joinery, 43 years
experience. no job too small.
Tel 01325 320736

Telecom
TELEPHONE MAN, Dave
Bowes. Extensions fitted for
phones, Sky, Broadband and
internet. Extension lines moved
and repaired. All jobs only £40
each. 01388 833828

C.A.
PLASTERERS
all plastering work, artex
skimmed, small jobs, free
estimates, 01388 721206
PAINTER and decorator,
over 30 years experience, free
estimates. Tel Steve Pearson on
319862 & 07896 917880
G. B. Plastering, coving,
rendering,
artexing,
free
estimates Tel 07786 121 686.
ASPECTS
Interior
and
exterior decorating, plastering,
coving, tiling, paper hanging,
artexing, dado rails. For a free
estimate call 312441 or 07841
202222
A&T TILING Wall and floor
tiling, professional service
at competitive rates. Free
estimates. Tony 07858 755437
STEVE
HUTCHINSON
Painter and Decorator. over 25
years experience, reasonable
rates, no job too small. Call
today for a free estimate
on 01325 483697 or 07745
037754
C&S PLASTERERS Skims,
patching, tiling, artexing and
coving. All work guaranteed.
For free estimates. Tel 07940
518801 or 07983 298951
DRAGON DECORATORS
All aspects of interior and
exterior decorating, including
themeed rooms. Over 15 years
experience. No job too small.
Tel 319371 or 07952 364426
G BROWN Plasterers, 30
years experience, all aspects
of plastering, interior/exterior,
no job too small, competitive
rates, free estimates. Tel
317760 or 07798 775937
J&K Decorating Interior
and
exterior
decorating,
commercial and domestic, over
20 years experience. No job too
small. Reduced rates for Senior
Citizens. Tel 01325 319376 or
07943 878645
T.J. DECORATING For free
estimates call Tommy, 01325
316824 or 07901 632953
THE PAINTER Interior and
exterior painting, discount
rates for OAPs, free estimates,
all work guaranteed. Contact
Fraser on 319449 or 07837
810738

Home Services
LORAINE’S
DOMESTIC SERVICES
100% RELIABLE
HIGHEST STANDARDS &
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
Too busy or unable to clean
the house? Don’t worry, call
Loraine, I’ll do it for you!
Reasonable rates, very reliable.
All my customers sing my
praises. References supplied.
Ironing service also available
with free garment covers and
next day delivery.

Tel: 01325 308017
or 07852 168161
kps56@tiscali.co.uk
AYCLIFFE Home Cleaning
and Valeting Services House
cleaning, ironing etc. All
carpets, cars, vans etc. cleaned
and valeted. Cheap rates. Tel
321567 or 07984 817111
CARPET FITTER and Vinyl
Specialist. Contact Richard on
307935 or 07946 435 177
LIZ’S Ironing, free collection
and drop off next day. Smoke
and pet free home. 324978 or
07866 265 829
CARPETS Fitted and refitted
by time served fitter. Call Paul
on 07964 685 957 or 317928
GENERAL Services. House,
garage clearance, rubbish
removal by licensed carrier. Tel
07949 503856
JACKY’s
Housework
Services.
All
housework
considered. Competitive Rates.
Tel 01388 609266 or 07593
400360
J . W. N O R T H E x t e r i o r
Maintenance. Gardening /
Fencing / Decking / Paving /
Glazing / Brickwork / Tiling /
Property Maintenance. 01325
304206 / 07950 672689
DOMESTIC WORK Offering
good quality domestic work
at good value prices offered
by reliable hard working
and experienced individual,
qualified to NVQ2 standard
in caring as well. Tel 01388
778343

Storage

DISCLAIMER
Newton News cannot be held
responsible for advertisers
offering goods or services.
As a general rule we would
advise anyone NOT to part
with any money until the
order has been completed
to your full satisfaction. All
information is correct, to the
best of our knowledge, at the
time of printing. Newton
News accepts articles in
good faith and takes no
responsibility for errors and/
or omissions.

Removals

RAPID REMOVALS Full
house or single items, local/
nationwide, storage facilities
available. Anywhere, anytime,
27 years removal experience,
308580 or 07871 795 155
BELL HAULAGE Single
Items - Light Deliveries. Local,
National, International Very
Competitive Rates. All goods
fully insured. Tel: 314647 or
07970 926818
“U”
STORE
containers,
domestic and industrial storage
317716, 07850646355
ANYTHING to move? Call
Vanman Steve from £8. Tel
07866 622243
MOVING A THING? Call
Phil from £9.50. 321084 or
07790 509925
ACORN REMOVALS Full
house, part load or single items,
local and national, Storage
available. Tel 300557, Mobile:
0777 989 0006
VANMAN STEVE Removals,
call 07866 622243

T.V. and Video
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COUNTY COUNCIL ‘SIGNS-OFF’ SCHOOLS’ DANCE FESTIVAL AT AYCLIFFE
WITH FOUR STAR RATING
Durham County Council
will ‘sign-off’ as one of the
best local authorities in the
country, it was confirmed
today.
With just weeks to go before
the authority merges with
the county’s seven district
councils to become a single
unitary council, it learned
today it had retained the
highest possible four-star
rating in the Government’s
Comprehensive
Performance Assessment

(CPA) – the tough annual
measure of efficiency and
effectiveness.
It is the *fifth year in
succession that the County
Council
has
retained
its ranking in local
government’s
premier
league.
And
Council
Leader
Simon Henig said it was
a
remarkable
record
considering
it
had
been achieved against
the backdrop of local

government reorganisation.
“ The process of moving
towards unitary status over
the past year has involved
elected
members
and
officers working under
significant pressure and
extraordinary workloads to
achieve the transition by
the end of this month,” he
added.
“ Nevertheless, we have
managed it without any
detrimental impact on our
frontline services, and
the Audit Commission’s
assessment report says we
have continued to improve
in most of our priority
areas”.
The CPA tests were
introduced
by
the
Government in 2002 to
independently assess and
compare the performance of
councils across the country.
Since 2005, they have been
made progressively tougher
each year to encourage
continuous improvement.
In announcing its fourstar findings today, the
Audit Commission said the
Durham County Council
was continuing to “improve
well”.
It found that :
• new political and
managerial leadership had
invigorated progress in
moving towards unitary
status
• services for children
and young people had
improved
• educational attainment
had continued to increase
• household waste had been
reduced
• the council’s work in
promoting
economic
wellbeing had delivered
improvements,
with
an increase in both the
employment rate and the
number of new business
start-ups
• the council was performing
well in delivering value for
money
“ This latest four star rating
is a fitting tribute to the
tremendous effort made
over the past 12 months by
everyone associated with
the authority,” said Coun
Henig.
“ It will be the task of the new
unitary council to continue
this record of progress and
keep delivering first class
services for the people of
County Durham.”

Personal

SAMARITANS - 13 Woodland
Road, Darlington. We are
here for you 24 hours a day.
Telephone 08457 909 090
WILLS written in your home Free details. Tel 313197.
MADISON JACKMAN
Welcome home from your skiing
trip to Italy with Greenfield
School. We’ve missed you
and hope you had a wonderful,
exciting adventure. All our love,
Mam, Dad and Mackenzie

AYCLIFFE
VILLAGE
HALL A.G.M.
The
Annual
General
Meeting of Great Aycliffe
Village Hall Association
will be held in the Village
Hall on Monday next, 9th
March 2009.
The meeting is open to all
members of the Village Hall
Association but if you are
not yet a member and can
assist with and implement
constructive ideas and
events to aid the Village
Hall then you are most
welcome. Doors open at
6.45 for a 7.00pm meeting.

Weddings
BEAUFORDS, Daimler
limousines, Rolls Royce’s and
Jaguars available for weddings,
anniversaries and special
occasions. Tel 01740 620147
(Sedgefield), 07721 771 113
or visit our website on: www.
durhamweddingcars.co.uk

Beauty/Therapy
HEALTHY DIET? Yet still
feel below par? 12 years
experience testing thousands
of
customers
for
food
sensitivities. Testing at The
Health Warehouse, Darlington
(01325) 468 570. Home visits
arranged by contacting John
Neal (IHT, MIBM) 0799 0722
092. E: johnneal@acrostics.
co.uk - www.eyeonhealth.
co.uk

Photography
hy
K J B P H O TO G R A P H Y
Specialists in all styles of
photography including
weddings. Professional
Photographer. Call Keith 01325
307783, mobile 07900 583131.
e/web: info@kjb-photography
.com
S T U A RT J . A L L I S O N
( L S W P P ) We d d i n g
Photographer. Photographs
for all occasions. Tel 01325
300036, Mobile 07970 104646,
info@sjallison.co.uk or visit the
website: www.sjallison.co.uk
MAGNOLIA
Photography
and Image editing; unbeatable
prices. Tel: 07721656764.
www.magnoliaphotography.
co.uk
SOPHOTOGENIC
Photography have fantastic
studio in Newton Aycliffe
and offer an amazing portrait,
wedding
and
portfolio
photography
service
at
fantastic prices. Visit www.
sophotogenic.co.uk or call our
studio on 01325 321673 for
more information

The pupils in Year 2 of Stephenson Way Community Primary School took part in the
Sedgefield Dance Festival at the Leisure Centre in Newton Aycliffe on Tuesday 3rd
March. Many schools in the area took part and the routines were well supported by
parents. The youngsters performed a dance routine to the song “The Locomotion”
by Kylie Minogue.
The routine was learned in six one hour rehearsals which is an incredible achievement
for children of this age. It was a most enjoyable experience for the children which
gave an opportunity for them to extend their skills to a wider audience.

Catering

Holidays

Entertainment

FILLING STATION. Outside
catering for all occasions.
Prices to suit all budgets. Call
for details 01325 300212
BUFFETS from £4 per head.
Tel Michael’s Bakery 469331

LUXURIOUS 4 bedroom, 3
bathroom Villa in Florida, heated
pool, 4 miles from Disney, from
£250 per week. Tel 300212
(Paul), web: www.villaflorida.
biz

PAUL GITTINS DISCO For
any occasion, also Karaoke. Tel
317666 or 07831 269526.

Accommodation

Finance

GEM

2 BEDROOM house, Shildon,
good area, bond and references
required. Tel 07962 335405
2 BEDROOM Semi, Shildon.
DSS welcome. Tel 07939
268178
STILL RENTING? Rent and
buy at once! Working family
wanted to benefit from rent to
own opportunity in good area
of Newton Aycliffe. 3 bed
needs some TLC. No mortgage
needed. Please call Mark on
01748 900491
3 BEDROOM terrace house
with garage in Honister Place
area. available now, £110 per
week. Bond £300. Tel 07816
499567
HOUSE SHARE new 3
bedroom detached in Shildon.
Ring for details 07731 985 837
or 01388 779372
TO LET 3 bedroom house,
garage, £460 per week. Contact
Heather 07882 440377
NEWTON
AYCLIFFE/
Chilton, 2/3 bedroom from £85
per week. Tel 07973 273712
FOR RENT 3 bedroom
house, The Chestnuts, School
Aycliffe, £500 month. Tel
07736 727136, no DSS
3 BEDROOM terraced house,
Agnew area, good condition,
£395 per month. No bond, 2
months advance rental and
references required. Tel 07723
014351

FREELANCE HAIRSTYLIST
(previously of Jools Studio,
Cockerton)

7 years experience
Competitive Prices

Shampoo and Sets available

T. 07746 131321

Sits Vacant

for any complete vehicle, Cars,
Vans, Motorcycles, HGVs,
MoT Failures, Scrap Cars,
anything - Ring for a quote
FREE COLLECTION
Motocycles wanted, dead or alive

Tel: 01325 300880
After hours 07980 712733

WANTED cars with or without
MoT. Tel 07747 175137 or
07881 897231

WAVES
Ladies
mobile
hardresser, OAP discounted
rates. Tel 01325 308099 or
07986 620397

VOCALIST required (male or
female) to co-front established
trio. Must be aged 25-35, be
image conscious and dedicated.
Work waiting at home and
abroad. Tel Claire on 07964
428921
GUITARIST required (with
vocals) to join established
working cabaret trio. Must be
image conscious and dedicated.
Work waiting at home and
abroad. Tel Claire on 07964
428921

Computers
Chiropody

Autoss
WANTED - £50

Hairdressing

CHIROPODIST
Sarah Shepperson
BSc (Hons) Podiatry, MCHS, hpc Registered

A FULL COMPLIMENT OF FOOT
HEALTH CARE - HOME VISITS ONLY

Tel: 01325 257270
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OPPOSITION GIVEN Good Service
LITTLE TIME TO SPEAK From Tesco
Dear Sir,
As you may well know
the transfer to Sedgefield
Borough Homes of our
houses and land has gone
through. but the most
distressing points are as
follows.
The opposition were only
allowed three minutes
to ask questions and the
Borough Solicitor ruled
that members of the
Sedgefield Borough Homes
Shadow Board could vote,
when previously they have
withdrawn.
The Council were informed
there was an enquiry already
from a Building Company
but no details given, but the
point is that builders have
already taken an interest.
The request for a named
vote was rejected yet in the
past named votes have been
printed and shown, for and
against any proposal.
The Mayor of the Borough
was heard to say we may be
back in a couple of years as
Sedefield Borough Council!
Is this an admission of
failure already for the new
Unitary Authority. Has
Labour woken up at long
last that it was a folly to
change or is it the fact they

may lose the next Election?
The protection of the Green
Spaces has now been handed
over to the County Council,
who may or may not give
planning permission.
I suggest that you write,
phone or e-mail your
elected
representative
when the County Council
take over and make the
point that you do not want
any construction on open
spaces. Hammer our MP
also as he may want his
photo in the paper. Gordon
saved the world - Can Phil
Save Aycliffe?
I can well imagine that
Labour will use this against
me at future elections but I
was proud and stood up to
be counted as an elected
member
for
Newton
Aycliffe.
Alan Warburton
Independent Councillor.

For Sale
BEDS BEDS BEDS at Bargain
Buys, Divan Beds from £59,
Pine Frames from £59, metal
frames from £49. Special offer
4’6” leather sleigh bed, £269
including mattress Tel 321678.
NINTENDO Wii FIT only
used twice, still under warranty,
£50. Tel 320479
AMD DURO N hom e P C
for sale, 15” TFT monitor,
keyboard, mouse, CDRW,
internet ready, Windows XP
Pro, anti-virus, 512mb memory,
good reliable machine, £75. Tel
319405 or 07966 054848
18 SPEED Mountain bike, as
new, hardly used, £50 ono Tel
07901 623847
ACOUSTIC Guitar Sunburst in
colour, excellent condition, £25
Tel 07901 623847
MAXIM Electric keyboard as
new, used twice, £30 ono Tel
317465
CANON fit Sigma, 10-20mm
lens and filter, £285; York AB
Crunch sit-up bench, £30. Tel
07860 280915
LITTLE GIRLS bed in ivory
with side panel which can be
removed. 1 year old. Please
phone for details 324978
RECONDITIONED
Automatic washers, delivered
and installed from £99. Tel
07789 132707
PRIDE Victory mobility scooter,
£250 ono; 28” widescreen
Nicam TV + surround sound
and stand, £90 ono; Proline TCE
610v ceramic hob, brand new, in
bo, £100. Tel 320747
2 SEATER cream leather
sofa, good condition, £80 Tel
311541
SONY 24” colour TV with
dolby surround sound, £15. Tel
310864
GIRLS BIKE suit 6-9 years,
g o o d c o n d i t i o n , £ 1 5 Te l
310864
MEXICAN pine dressing
table and four chairs, excellent
condition, £50. Tel 07947
424196
WHITE MARBLE carved
fireplace with white marble
hearth, £75 ono Tel 07947
424196
PARKINSON COWAN gas
cooker, very good working
order, four rings, grill oven, £40
Tel 315361
NEED An old domestic
appliance removing? Can’t wait
for the Council? Tel. 321678.

Dear Sir,
May I thank the Tesco staff
who were on duty on the 14th
February in the Electrical
Department.
I returned a Laptop which I
had purchased, as faulty, and
the staff were so helpful and
pleasant, going the extra mile
to exchange it for another.
There are so many complaints
these days about customer
care, but in this instance I
give Tesco staff 100 out of
100.
Your bossess should know
what good staff they have as
you gave excellent service.
K. Curry
Stainforth Close

Town Bowls
Pair in Finals
Ann Brown and Esther
Helm from Great Aycliffe
Indoor Bowls Club, which
meets at the Oakleaf Sports
Complex, have progressed
to the last 16 teams left in the
Ladies National Unbadged
Pairs Competition 2009.
They beat a team from
Gateshead on Monday
23 February 2009 at
Hartlepool Indoor Bowls
Club in a thrilling finish,
with the last shot of the last
end requiring a measure to
win by one shot.
Congratulations to them
both and every success
for the final games in
Nottingham on Wed 1 April
2009.

AS GOOD AS NEW
KRD Valeting goes from strength to strength, after only 3 weeks
from opening, there has been a steady stream of customers. Tracey
Firth, who works for Durham Lifting company, phoned to book
her car for a full deluxe valet. She didn’t realise it would take 4-6
hours to get it looking like new.
She obviously didn’t want to wait all that time and was absolutely
delighted that she was able to drop her car off and get a lift to
work. Russell Belton, operations manager said “It’s been very
busy and to get a car in pristine condition takes some time and a
lot of hard work. Customers need to get on with their every day
lives so we can arrange to drop them off at work, shopping, home
or even the hairdressers. In fact anywhere in Newton Aycliffe and
surrounding areas at no extra cost.”
When Tracey received her valeted car at work she came out to
inspect it and as she walked towards it she squealed, “Oh my god,
is that my car?” When she opened the door to look inside she said
“It just looked, felt and smelled the same as the day I bought it”

Public Notice

“NO FUN”
Appearing at

The Iron Horse
on

Saturday 7th March
Free Entry
Woodham Community Assoc.

ANNUAL
GENERAL
MEETING
Wednesday 18th March ‘09
6.30pm
Free refreshments served
All Woodham residents invited
WATCH BATTERIES now
available at Taylors Newsforce
DONATIONS needed of Brica-Brac and other good condition
items for Newton Aycliffe good
causes. Ring John 316630
RSPCA Durham and District
cats and kittens for adoption,
fee applies to cover 1st and 2nd
vaccination, also neutering and
id chip. Please Tel 311215
AYCLIFFE Angling Club,
Annual General Meeting. Navy
Club, Burnhill Way on Tuesday
10th March at 7.30pm. Members
please attend

Pets
TWO HAMSTERS brown,
female, with cages, water bottles
and food bowls. Each in separate
cages, £5 each. Tel 321916
after 5pm

Birthday
Remembrance
RITA THOMPSON 5-3-1926.
If roses grow in Heaven Lord,
please pick 3, place them in my
Sister’s hand, she’ll know they
are from me. Tell her I still love
her, tell her I still care and I’ll
treasure every moment of the
time on Earth we shared. Love
you, Doris and family xxx

In Memoriam
PETER SOULSBY 10-31999. I think about you often,
I talk about you still. You
haven’t been forgotten, you
know you never will. Loved
always, Valerie x
MALCOLM HENDERSON
Died 7-3-2007. A dear
Husband, Dad and Grandad.
Always remembered and sadly
missed. Anne, Linda, Carol,
Brian, Susan, Louise, Graham,
Davy and Gemma xxx

Congratulations
LUCY ROLLO 27th February.
Happy 2nd birthday Princess.
Lots of love and kisses,
Mammy and Daddy xxx
LUCY
ROLLO
Happy
birthday darling. Love always,
Nanny Pops and Sam xxxx
LUCY
ROLLO
Happy
birthday hope you enjoy your
day. Love, Nanna and Grandad
xxx
TIMOTHY GALLACHER
5th March. To a wonderful
Husband on this your big 50.
Still love you loads, Tracey
xxx
TIMOTHY GALLACHER
5th March. To a special Dad,
happy 50th birthday. Lots
of love, Vanessa, Catherine,
Timothy, Melissa, Helen and
Callum xxx
TIMOTHY GALLACHER
To a special Brother, happy
50th Birthday. Love from
George, Tommy and Lyn xxx
LUKE PRESCOTT To our
wonderful Son, happy 8th
birthday. Lots of love, Mam,
Dad and Jake xxx
LUKE PRESCOTT Happy
8th birthday. Lots of love,
Grandma, Grandad, Karen,
Matt, Cousin James, Kim and
Adam xxxx
ANNE
KEMP
Happy
birthday, have a great day. It’s
not every day you reach 30.
Loads of love, Dave, Kieren
and Matthew xxxx
AIMEE LIANNE PARKIN
10th March - sweet 16! Happy
birthday Hunny Bunny. Loads
of luv n stuff from Mam, Dad
and all the family xxxx
SHANNON HESLOP 5-31998. Happy 11th birthday
Sweetheart. Love you all the
world. Love, Mam and Phill
xxx
SHANNON HESLOP Happy
11th birthday to our big Sister,
with lots of love, hugs and
sloppy kisses. Love, Daniel,
Megan and Demi xxx
SHANNON HESLOP Happy
11th birthday Princess. Love
you always. Grandma and
Grandad xxx
KRISTY MARIE WALKER
11-3-1979.
Happy
30th
birthday. Hope you enjoy
Saturday night. All our love,
Kerry and Michael xxx
KRISTY WALKER 11-31979. Happy 30th birthday.
Lots of love, Dad and Nicola
xx
KRISTY WALKER 11-31979. Loads of love on your
30th birthday. Love, Mam and
Tom xxx
AMBER MARSHALL Happy
16th birthday. Loads and loads
of love from Auntie Sue, Andy
and Grandad xxx
ARROWSMITH Ann and
Brian, happy 50th Wedding
Anniversary on 7th March.
Lots of love, Deborah, Brian,
Chris and family xxx
TIM GALLACHER Happy
50th birthday. Say it fast it
doesn’t sound that bad. Half
way to being 100, LOL. Carol,
Dan and Gareth xxx
TIM GALLACHER Happy
50th birthday. Still young at
heart! Heather xx
STOKER Val and Paul, happy
20th Anniversary (4th March).
All our love, Daughters Steph
and Amy xxx

Clairvoyance
SPIRITUALIST Meetings
are held at Morrison Close
Community Centre every
Monday evening starting 7pm
sharp (closed Bank Holiday
Monday). Details from Ann on
313654.

Opticians

Gerrard Cameron

Happy 18th Birthday
8-3-2008
Have a great holiday. Lots
of love, Mam and Dad xxx

Barraclough and Young

Congratulations Paul and Emma
On your Engagement. All the best for the future.
Happy 21st for Friday to Emma - It was a great night!
Lots of love from both Families

Ged Cameron
Amber Marshall

Sharon Dickinson
(Nee Palmer)

Happy 18th Birthday
Lots of love from Kathleen,
Chris the bump and Roxy
xxxx
Happy 18th Ged. Hope you
enjoy your holiday. Love,
Nanna xxx

Ged Cameron

Happy 16th Birthday
5-3-1993
With lots of love to a very
special Daughter and Sister
on your 16th birthday from
Mam, Dad and Jake xxx

Ho Ho, The Big 40!
Lots of love on your 40th
birthday. Hope you enjoy
your party. From Mam, Dad,
Husband Alan, Daughters
Amy and Stacey. Darren,
Craig, Julie, Charley, Jean,
Gary and Susan

Sheila Armstrong
Dad - PJ

Happy 18th Birthday
Hope you have a great time
in Spain. Love, Stu and
Jimmy xxx

Tim Gallacher

Happy 80th Birthday
MAM
11th March 2009
With all our love and best
wishes from Joan, Colin
and K.C.

Happy 40th Birthday
3-3-2009
All our love on your special
day. Love, Gail, Lee, Craig
and Danielle

Mark Cunliffe

Obituary

Happy 50th Birthday
Still looking great! Bria
says she can’t count to that
number it’s too big! Have a
great day LOL. Jenny, Bria
and Katie xxx

Thank You
I WOULD like to thank
friends, family and workmates
who helped me celebrate
my retirement party. Special
thanks go to my family for all
the help and support, buffet and
great cake - thanks Glyn. Also
thanks to all for the great gifts.
David Stevens
THANK YOU DAD for
saving Bailey, it means a lot.
Hope you will both be okay.
Nicole
DANIEL DIXON Would like
to thank all his amazing family
and friends for a fantastic 21st
birthday party. Thank you
all for coming and all the fab
presents. Will miss you all
loads, but will see you all in a
few months. Love, Daniel xxx

ATHERTON, 25th February,
died peacefully surrounded
by her loving family, after an
illness fought with courage
and determination, of Walcher
Road. Ellen aged 93 years.
Dearly loved Wife of the late
Fred, much loved Mum of
Margaret, Mary, Hugh, Dennis,
Agnes and Eleanor, a dear
Mother-in-Law, Grandma and
Great-Grandma. The Funeral
and burial took place in
Newton Aycliffe on Friday 6th
March 2009.
HESLOP, 25th February,
died peacefully, of Simpasture
Court, Alice nee Lowes aged
82 years, Beloved Wife of the
late George, much loved Mum
of Maureen, Kenneth and his
wife Jan, loving Grandma of
Tracy, Kerry and Jonathon
and Great-Grandma of Aaron.
Much missed by Jessie, May
and Sid and their families.
Funeral Monday 9th March,
would friends kindly meet for
Service in St Clares Church
1.15pm followed by Cremation
in Darlington Crematorium
2.15pm. Family flowers only
please. Donations in lieu in
aid of Diabetic Research or
The Royal British Legion will
be accepted by Audrey Dodds
c/o The Royal British Legion,
Macmillan Road, Newton
Aycliffe, DL5 4LG.

Still got the same hair do!
Lots of love on your 21st
birthday. Have a great time
at your party. Love you
loads, Mam, Dad, David,
Stephen and Lucy xxxxx

Margaret Bennett

Happy 60th Birthday
GOTCHA
11th March 2009
From all the family
Have a great day
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CRACKDOWN ON LOAN SHARKS WORK STARTS ON
New measures to tackle
criminals illegally lending
money were announced
today by Consumer Affairs
Minister Gareth Thomas.
The national hotline - which
is confidential - is now
up and running and gives
consumers one single point
of contact.
A new website has also

been launched providing
information on managing
finances and how to borrow
money safely.
The Stop Loan Sharks
teams have successfully
prosecuted more than 60
people with a further 90
prosecutions
underway.
This amounts to nearly 40
years of custodial sentences

for illegal lending and
associated crimes.
The teams have supported
more than 7,000 victims of
illegal money lenders. The
first two pilot schemes were
launched in September 2004
and then rolled out to every
region of England, Wales
and Scotland in 2007.
Their work has meant
around £14million has been
saved for consumers who
were locked in illegal deals
with these money lenders.
Consumer Affairs Minister,
Gareth Thomas, said: “Loan
sharks fleece hard-earned
cash from their victims
causing great distress and
anguish.
“Calling this hotline gives
victims the chance to talk
in confidence. They get
advice and support and the
information provided helps
the team to take action to
stop illegal money lending.
“The teams are having
huge success in bringing
these criminals to justice
and are saving consumers
significant amounts of
money.”
The national hotline - which
is confidential - is: 0300
555 2222. And the website
is:
www.direct.gov.uk/
stoploansharks Consumers
can also text ‘loan (space)
shark (space) and your
message’ to 60003.

NEW CENTRE SOON

Line Dancing is now on
each Tuesday 1.00 pm to
2.00 pm with qualified
instructor at the Agnew
Community Centre.
You can just turn up
on the day, all genders
and
ages
welcome,
or
contact
Councillor
Lileen Cuthbertson on
07961733524,
Margaret
Lovelady on 01325-319857
to answer any questions
you may have.
Cost is £2 for the tuition or
£3 for tuition plus a raffle
ticket and a cuppa at the
end of the session. Come
along enjoy and make new
friends or meet old friends.
As promised I have tried to
talk to the people who hired
our premises on Tuesday

A Nice
Little Earner
Newton Aycliffe Mobility
Club is for people with
walking problems and its
aim is to get you out and
about for pleasure trips.
We urgently need helpers
for our wheelchair bound
members and expenses
are paid.
If you are unemployed
this could be a way to help
your income. For more
details contact 01325
301125.

WHO DO I
RING?
ON WHAT
NUMBER?
DOG FOULING:
Richard Brown
01388 816166 Ext 8850/8859
Stray Dogs: Dog Warden
01388 816166 Ext 4442
STREET CLEANING
Street Scene
01388 816166 Ext 8881/8883
FOULING/LITTER/ FLY
TIPPING:
Richard Brown
01388 816166 Ext 8850
LITTER ENFORCEMENT :
Richard Brown
01388 816166 Ext 8850
ABANDONED VEHICLES
:Richard Brown
01388 816166 Ext 8850
UNTAXED VEHICLES:
Richard Brown
01388 816166 Ext 8850
CARAVANS
Durham County Council
0191 370 6000
VEHICLES PARKING ON
PAVEMENTS
Durham County Council
0191 370 6000

KEEP THIS FOR
REFERENCE

24th February and did not
arrive. They had sent a
text on the day saying they
would not be coming due to
not having a Van, but I did
not pick this up until I went
home on that night.
I have reported this to
the Committee and as
the booking agent I will
endeavour to reduce the
risk on further bookings
of this type although it is
impossible to completely
eliminate. On behalf of
the Agnew Community
Association I apologise for
any inconvenience to those
of you who turned up in
droves on the night.
Better news regarding our
new Centre which looks
likely to start very soon.
John Freeman Homes
are the contractors and
the building will blend in
with our new neighbours,
Woodham Heights flats.
For hall hire starting at £6
per hour ring the Secretary
on 07518 035320
Ron Mitchie

GETTING OFF SCOT FREE!
The new Unitary Authoprity has harmonised Council Tax
through the County and come up with a 2.9% increase, yet
Scotland have managed to freeze this tax until 2012.
Changing to Unitary was to save £21 million and they could
have shown willing by helping Council taxpayers during the
present economic downturn by holding a tax increase.
Scots seem to be enjoying many benefits over those south of
the border including free eye care, free dental check-ups, free
access to cancer drugs and free care homes for the elderly.

