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LET US HELP YOU GET
THROUGH YOUR LOSS

John Meynell Funeral Service
Office and Chapels of Rest:

Cemetery Chapel, Stephenson Way, Newton Aycliffe DL5 7DS

Telephone: 01325 301 405
150 North Road, Darlington

Telephone: 01325 382 542
Monumentals & Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

24 hours a day - Funeral Director: Penny Dawson DipFD, MBIFD

MOT TESTING CENTRE
Now Open for Cars and Vans (Class 4 & 7)

* FAMILY RUN BUSINESS *

G.H. PALIN & SONS
Carlbury Road, Aycliffe Industrial Estate

Telephone: 01325 300880
After Hours Telephone: 07980 712733
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Weekly Junior Coaching
Drop In Sessions

for 8-15 year olds
No need to book just come along and join in the fun

Squash - Every Tuesday
Badminton - Every Wednesday

Football - Every Thursday

Aiming to provide sporting opportunities
for all levels and abilities

For further details contact Reception

on 01325 300600

Little Acorns Day Nursery
If you are looking for Quality Child Care, we can offer you 
the highest, safest, quality fl exible care for children of all 
ages for 6 weeks up to 11 years. We take care of their every 
need in our new nursery at Durham Way North, Newton 
Aycliffe.
Take a look for yourself by booking an appointment to 
view our new nursery with all rooms en-suite, an outdoor 
play area with dinosaur slides, go cart track and much 
much more, all in a safe and secure garden.
For three year olds we offer FREE FLEXIBLE 
ENTITLEMENT without the restriction of attending for 
sessions only, phone and ask for details.
Our breakfast and after school club have dedicated staff 
to accompany children up to 11 years old in local taxis 
to school and pick them up after school, give them a 
snack and look after them until you pick them up. We are 
confi dent that we can give your child the service you and 
your child deserve.

To fi nd out more call 01325 309100
 www.mylittleacorns.com

The annual Civic Ball was 
held at Hall Garth Hotel 
last Friday with guests from 
local authorities including 
the Borough  Council 
Mayor, John Robinson and 
Vice Chairman of Durham 
County Council Brian. 
Myers. 
A cross section of our 
community attended and 
over £2,263 was raised for 

CIVIC BALL RAISED £2263

the Mayor’s chosen charities 
for his year of offi ce. George 
Gray acknowledged the 
contribution Barclays Bank 
of Newton Aycliffe made to 
the total in match funding 
money raised on the night.
Bob Fleming, Leader of 
the Council, paid tribute to 
George and Maud for their 
hard work and dedication 
as Mayor and Mayoress.

Past President of the 
town’s Rotary Club, Geoff 
Knapton, responded on 
behalf of the guests to the 
Mayor’s welcome and 
proposed the toast to the 
Mayor and Council wishing 
them success in all their 
future endeavours on behalf 
of Great Aycliffe.

Williamfi eld Residents Association will hold a meeting 
at the Western Area Community House, Silverdale Place 
(behind new nursing home) on Wednesday 4th March at 
6pm. 
Local Councillors and Police will be in attendance. 
The A.G.M of the Williamfi eld Residents Association is 
Wednesday 25th March 2009 at 6pm in the Western Area 
Community House. Everyone Welcome.

WILLIAMFIELD MEETINGS

Town Twinning links 
between Sedgefi eld 
Borough and Rheinhausen 
will continue when the 
authority ceases to exist 
on 1st April. The 17-year 
link will be maintained 
and strengthened through 
South Durham Twinning 
Association
To foster the relationship, 
when a Civic Delegation 
from Rheinhausen visits 
Sedgefi eld Borough on 18th 
- 23rd March, South Durham 
Twinning Association 
will host a function at St 
Luke’s Church in Ferryhill 
on Saturday 21st March 
(6.30pm). 
The evening will begin 
with a church Service 

by Rev Keith Lumsdon, 
conducted in both English 
and German. It will involve 
the Mayors of Sedgefi eld 
Borough and Rheinhausen, 
the Chairman of Durham 
County Council and pupils 
from Broom School in 
Ferryhill, followed by a 
social evening in St Luke’s 
Church Hall.
The Twinning Association 
will maintain existing ties 
with Rheinhausen and fi nd 
new links for groups and 
organisations with similar 
groups in Rheinhausen.
Anyone interested in 
attending the function or 
becoming an Association 
member, should contact Liz 
North on (01388) 816166.

TWINNING LINK WITH 
RHEINHAUSEN CONTINUES
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The Blacksmith Arms (The Hammers) at 
Preston-le-Skerne, Newton Aycliffe, has 
been chosed by CAMRA as the best Winter 
Pub.
The secluded Free House tucked away 
along the road from the Gretna to Great 
Stainton usually has three “guest ales” on 
offer from independent breweries. These 

CAMRA’s Best Winter Pub

fi ne ales are well complemented by an 
excellent restaurant service.
A Presentation to licencees Beverley 
Hayman and Brenda Whear was made 
recently by CAMRA. The ale on the day 
was provided by High house Farm, Consett 
Ale and Yorkshire Dales all lovingly tended 
by Barman Martin Whear.

The Rotary Club 
Collection Can in Tesco’s 
is doing its job helping 
needy families in the town 
and as the recession hits 
hard, more funds will be 
needed to bring relief to 
those in diffi culty.
Recently a family was 
split, leaving two young 
children without parents. 
An Aunt stepped in and 
took the children into 
her own home, but she 
already had four children 
herself and had no spare 
bed or bedding.
The Rotary Club came to 
the rescue immediately 
and arranged for new 
bunk beds and all the 
bedding to be delivered 
the same day!
This is what the fund is 
for and the Rotary Club 
wish to thank Tescos and 
their customers for all 
contributions placed in 
the collecting can since 
it was installed before 
Christmas.  Please 
continue to support 
Rotary’s work in the 
community.

ROTARY CAN IN TESCO’S
DOES ITS JOB

Aycliffe fi rm Safeline Taxis has steadily expanded since 
starting the business in 2006. Tony Bennett and his two sons, 
Mick and Chris, began with two cars with the aim of providing 
a professional service under a corporate “Black Taxi” image. 
Drivers have a smart appearance and men wear a tie.  2½ 
years later the company has a fl eet of seven vehicles including 
three people carriers. There are ten carefully chosen drivers 
including two ladies.
The next stage of improvement is to introduce a 24 hour, 7 
days a week taxi service commencing 1st March which the 
company hopes will be a great help to their customers. For 
more details ring 312512.

Town Taxi Company 
Provide 24/7 Service

Dear Sir,
With regards to your Editorial 
suggesting the Independents 
get their act together. I fi nd 
this offensive to say the least, 
as like many of my fellow 
Councillors, we are hard 
working  and dedicated to 
our Town and the electorate. 
If as many of our opposition 
were of the same ilk our 
town would be a much better 
place.  My motto is Aycliffe 
fi rst and foremost, and people 
before politics. Several other 
Independents also follow this 
line.
J. D Clare talks about 
democracy but this only 

applies to the ruling Labour 
Party. We will see in May 
if what he states is true and 
all Independents will be 
looking forward to becoming 
Chairmen and Vice Chairmen 
of Committees and have 
a real input into the Town 
Council.
Then, when he states at 
Council meetings WE have 
decided he actually means 
WE as a whole Council not 
the Labour Party. 
Like many Independents we 
are here for our Town which 
I am very proud to live in, 
and even more proud to have 
been elected to represent our 
good people. We are looking 
forward to good positions 
on the Council, Thank you 
Councillor Clare, we will 
keep you to your word.
Alan Warburton 
Independent Councillor.
Ed: the reference to 
Independents getting their 
act together was in the spirit 
of uniting all Councillors to 
fi ght Aycliffe’s corner. We 
understand they do not speak 
as one voice.

COUNCILLORS PUTTING 
AYCLIFFE FIRST!

The Oakleaf Sports Complex 
Bar and Catering facilities will 
be closed between Monday 
2nd March 2009 and Friday 
13th March 2009 inclusive, 
for a complete refurbishment 
of the bar and dining areas, 
the work to include new 
carpets, furniture, lights and 
an improvement to the overall 
design.
Derek Snowball, Leisure 
Manager, said ‘We will be 
making the bar and eating area 
into a nice place for visitors.  
The main aim will be to achieve 
a facility with a bright, airy 
and modern look, providing a 
family-friendly environment 
with quality service and value 
for money.’
The facility will reopen on 
Saturday 14th March at 11am, 
with family entertainment and 
many special offers.  Further 
details will follow.  

Makeover 
for Sports 
Complex

Dear Sir,
Good luck to the new KRD 
Car Valeting service just 
opened at Leaside on the 
Business Park.
They are three smashing 
lads and nothing is too much 
trouble. I got my car back 
shining bright as a star.
I used to go to Bishop 
Auckland, but not any more! 
Thanks lads I will call again!
While showing my 
appreciation for good service 
may I echo the remarks made 
about Herons. The girls are 
always happy and kind while 
helping their customers.
Mrs A Hordon
Morrison Close

Good Service 
Appreciated
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Samantha Baldwin 
(formerly Downie) and 
Wayne Baldwin were 
married at Durham 
Registrar’s Offi ce on 
Valentines Day, February 
14th 2009. The Best Man 
was Lee Miller and Page 
Boys were Jack Downie and 
John Draco. The Reception 
was held at the Navy Club 
and afterwards the couple 
left for their honeymoon in 
Paris.
The newly weds live in 
Whinlatter Place and would 
like to thank the Bride’s 
Mum and Dad Susan and 
Ian, for their Reception at 
the Court Inn, Durham. “A 
big thanks to Rachel and 
John for all the help they 
gave me in arranging  the 
special day, and to my two 
sons Jack for walking me 
down the aisle, Ronan as 
our ring bearer and my little 
nephew Ashton for being a 
paige boy” said Samantha. 
Photograph by Dracos 
Photo Studio

Valentine Wedding

John Robinson Borough Mayor and also President of the 
Rotary Club of Sedgefi eld is shown here with the National 
Rotary President, Ian Thompson, who is on an offi cial 
visit to the North East. A Dinner with Rotarians from 
South Durham was held at Hardwick Hall to welcome 
the President. The Mayor presented a limited edition 
of a Borough map specially commissioned to mark the 
dissolution of the authority.

National President of 
Rotary Visits Borough

Dear Sir,
With regard to heavy handed 
security guards at Tesco may 
I relate my recent experience 

which has made me angry 
and upset.
I was shopping with my 
partner and two children and 
leaving after spending around 
£50 when I was stopped by a 
security guard accusing me of 
not paying for a 25p lollipop.
My partner had gone ahead 
with the shopping to the car 
and had the receipt, but I was 
made to pay for it again!
We went back in with the 
receipt and the checkout lady 
confi rmed we had paid. 
My mother and I shop 
in Tesco’s every day and 
between us spend nearly £500 
a week. We are very well 
known so you can imagine 
the embarrassment we felt on 
being stopped by this guard. 
We will now shop elsewhere. 
I was sick of hearing people 
complain about Tescos, but 
I am one of them after this 
incident.
I can’t understand why I was 
picked on but it might have 
been down to the fact I have 
tattoos and piercings.
Jenna Eastland
Ed: We passed this complaint 
to Tesco who say it has been 
dealt with in-store by the 
manager. This was followed 
with a meeting between 
the security manager and 
the customer and feel the 
incident has been dealt with 
satisfactorily. If the customer 
would like a further meeting 
to discuss any further points, 
Tesco are more than happy 
to arrange this.

Tesco Security Heavy 
Handed says Customer

Before Tesco arrived in the 
town the Rotary Club held 
an annual Stroke Awareness 
Day in Somerfi elds.  A stall 
was set up and with the co-
operation of medics people’s 
blood pressure was taken, 
referring them to their doctor 
if the result showed they 
needed treatment. 
Many were referred and 
indeed lives have been 
saved by this intervention, 
so regular checks to prevent 
strokes are encouraged and 
Rotary Clubs through the 
U.K are undertaking this 
service to the community.
Tesco have agreed the use of 
their store on Saturday 18th 
April when the town’s Rotary 
Club can erect a stall for the 
purpose of taking blood 
pressure of any customer 
who wants to know if they 
are at a safe level.
The Rotary Club wish to 
thank Tesco for their co-
operation in helping to raise 
awareness of the danger of 
strokes in our community.

Tesco Help 
Rotary with 
Community 

Health Project

Dear Sir
On behalf of the Committee of 
the Agnew Community Centre 
we would apologise to all of 
who turned up to our Centre for 
a sale of Make Up only to fi nd 
that the Company who booked 
the hall for a Sale on Tuesday 
24th February from 5pm to 
7pm failed to turn up.  
This was a huge disappointment 
not only to you that came along 
but to the Agnew Community 
Centre. At this time we do not 
want to rush to condemn the 
fi rm of Anything Goes’ in case 
there was a legitimate reason 
for their non-appearance. To 
this end, as Secretary I will 
do my best to fi nd out the 
reason and pass this on to 
those who attended by way 
of an announcement in this 
community newspaper next 
week.
Ron Mitchie

CANCELLED 
WITHOUT 
NOTICE

A P.A.C.T. Meeting (Police And Communities Together) for Greenfi eld Middridge Ward 
is to be held on Monday 2nd March at 7pm in the Evengelical Church, Ladybower off 
Meadowfi eld Way. This meeting welcomes you to come and meet your local beat team and 
discuss any problems with them. Local councillors will also be in attendance.
Contact 0345 6060 365 PCSO Welch or 01325 308094 for details.

WARD P.A.C.T. MEETING
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Greenfi eld Community and 
Arts Centre would like to 
say a big thank you to Mr 
and Mrs Barnett of A2Z 
Consultancy Services in 
Newton Aycliffe for their 
kind donation of £100 for the 
Steel Pan Project.  The steel 

£100 SPONSORSHIP 
FOR STEEL BAND

pan project has been running 
at Greenfi eld since 2005.  
Greenfi eld Community and 
Arts Centre have fundraised 
over £7000 to buy their own 
pans and have worked with 
SBC and Ucre8, receiving 
£25, 000 from Youth Music 
for the project to continue.  
Over 500 children in Newton 
Aycliffe have played the steel 
pans and over 2500 audience 
members have seen the 
performances.  
We are currently awaiting 
to hear from the County 
Durham Foundation as to 
whether a bid for £5000 has 
been successful.  
The steel pans are an amazing 
way for young people to learn 
music, make new friends, 
have fun and do something 
positive in their community. 
The sessions are free for 
young people and the regular 
sessions take place on 
Monday nights.  There are 
often steel pan workshops in 
the holidays too.  
For more information 
contact the Katy on 
307147 k.milne100@
durhamlearning.net

Dear Sir,
What would we do without Tesco’s? The staff are 
friendly and helpful, even the lads who collect the 
trolleys are pleasant.
The Security Guards always smile and the store is a 
pleasure to walk around. The prices are right, so the 
odd few who don’t like Tesco, don’t know when they 
are well off as we had nowhere to shop for food before 
they came.
Happy Shopper

“WHAT A GREAT TESCO”
Dear Sir,
In these diffi cult times it is a 
pity that the world’s bankers 
didn’t heed the apt saying; 
“look after the pennies and 
the pounds will take care of 
themselves”.
It is not just bankers who are 
still squeezing their customers 
for every last penny, it is 
also Tesco’s who have little 
competition in Newton Aycliffe 
and are taking advantage of 
this.

LOCAL TESCO HAS NO CONTROL OVER PRICES
Two examples: First the price of 
Petrol - why is it that in a week 
oil prices are at an all time low 
that Tesco have increased their 
fuel prices twice in 10 days?
Secondly the price of Sardines 
- One day they are 34p a tin 
and the next day the price 
jumps to 48p per tin. They had 
not previously been on special 
offer.
If house values or interest on 
savings had gone up by the 
same percentage we would all 

be very happy.  I have written 
to Tesco, but I am still awaiting 
a reply.
Disgruntled
Editor: Tesco replied to say 
that it is very diffi cult in a 
fl uctuating market to maintain 
some prices, but generally 
speaking they try very hard to 
give best value over the 30,000 
products sold in the store. The 
local store has no control over 
prices and everything sold is 
governed by their Head Offi ce.

Dear Editor,
Every day another 100 
people will start to lose their 
sight. Your support helps us 
rebuild a life devastated by 
sight loss.
As RNIB Community 
Fundraiser I am currently 
looking for volunteers 
throughout the area who may 
be able to spare 4 hours a 
week, month or even a year 
to the charity. I am eager 
to look for people who 
may be willing to collect 
money from our ‘Sooty’ 
boxes or participate in Store 
collections.
In every community there are 
children or adults who have 
been affected by some degree 
of blindness. The RNIB is 
well known as a national 
charity, we provide services, 
education and retraining to 
anyone who needs our help. 
I would be really keen to 
engage anyone who would be 
willing to assist the charity 
and help in even the smallest 
way.
Regards,
Linda Brown Tel: 01388 
528297
North of England
Royal National Institute of 
Blind People

Raising Funds 
for the Blind
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A 1980s New York 
Performing Arts School is 
the set for Woodham Youth 
Theatre’s production, to 
take place next week.
A 50-strong cast are ready 
put on their legwarmers, 
sweatbands and dancing 
shoes for the knock-out 
show of ‘Fame’, which 
includes songs such as 
Dancing on the Sidewalk, 
There She Goes and Hard 
Work.
The energetic cast have been 
rehearsing since September 
and the aspirations of the 
characters in the show are 
refl ected in the real lives 
of the Newton Aycliffe 
students who are in the 
production.
Owen Crake (year 10) who 
plays Schlomo Metzenbaum 
says 
“I Joined Woodham Youth 
Theatre because it has 
given me confi dence for 
acting and has meant I’ve 
made loads of new friends. 
It has infl uenced me to 
study Drama, Music and 
Media at college and maybe 
go to auditions once I leave 
school.  Woodham Youth 
Theatre has given me a new 
interest in this area which 
I probably wouldn’t have 
had otherwise.”
Elle Ainslie (year 11) who 
plays Lambchops says 
“Woodham Youth Theatre 
has changed who I am. 
Thanks to the cast and 
directors I now have the 
confi dence to do things I 
would never have dreamed 
of 4 years ago. The buzz I 
get from being on stage is a 
feeling I’ll never be able to 
forget!”
Miss L. Tindall – director/
choreographer hopes that 

“FAME” MUSICAL COMES TO WOODHAM

everyone endeavours to see 
this show. 
“There is some bright, 
young talent on the stage 
and this performance is 
their dream come true.”
The production of ‘Fame’ 
is being performed at 
Woodham Community 
Technology College on 4, 5, 
6 March at 7pm.
Tickets cost £5 for adults 
and £3 for concessions.  
Contact the school on 
01325 300328 to purchase 
your tickets

This Saturday sees the last 
day of the visiting Family 
Fun Fair to Woodham. 
The travelling Theme Park 
arrived here this week 
from Leeds and stays 3 
days fi nishing on Saturday 
night.
We regret Newton News 
received short advance 
publicity for this event.

FUN FAIR

The home made pies and cakes available at the Filling Station, 
next to Newton Press on the Business Park, are proving a big 
hit with customers, old and new.
Since starting to cook popular corned beef pie, pasties, quiche, 
cakes etc. on the premises, sales have increased.
There is also a steady trade with Full English Breakfasts all 
made while you wait for only £2.75p. You can get a tasty 
bacon or sausage bun and of course beef and chicken burgers 
with all the trimmings.
Call in soon and see what tempts you on the extensive menu. 
Ask for Chris’s Chilli, Pizza or a Hot Beef Roll all freshly 
made to order. To save time phone your order in on 311737

Home-Made is Best!
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Great Aycliffe Town Mayor, George Gray, presented a 
farewell gift to Lionel Ames at his last coaching session, 
after 5 years as a very popular Junior Sports Skills Archery 
Coach.  Lionel is also soon to retire after 19 years as a 
valued employee of Great Aycliffe Town Council at the 
Oak Leaf Sports Complex.  
Lionel will be greatly missed by his friends, colleagues, 
and all the children he has coached.  We wish him the very 
best of good health and happiness in the years to come.
Other photos show children who attended the Archery, 
Bowls, Cricket, Football and Squash Coaching Courses 
held during the February half term holiday.

“PERFECT AMES” was engraved, along with an archer 
on tumblers presented to Archery Coach Lionel Ames on 
his retirement.

Junior Sports Coaching Courses at Oak Leaf Complex

Heighington Village Hall Association hold their Annual 
General Meeting on Tuesdsay 10th March in the Village 
Hall. Drinks and refreshments will be served at 7.00pm 
prior to the meeting which will start at 7.30pm.
Chairman, Jackie Mutton and the Committee Members 
would like to welcome villagers along to hear about what 
has been happening in the hall during the past twelve 
months and of the activities of its regular users. New 
Committee members would also be most welcome!!

Heighington Village AGM

16 Aycliffe Runners turned 
up for Absent Friends trail 
race at Cowpen Bewley to 
tackle a proverbial mud bath.  
A rapid thaw after the snow 
had turned the paths into a 
quagmire so runners turning 
up in their trainers wished 
they had brought spikes 
or fell shoes. Although the 
distance was only 4.7 miles 
it was a real challenge for 
the 172 fi nishers just to stay 
upright. 
The fi rst club runner back 
was James Askew fi nishing 
in 3rd place overall. The 
club earned 3rd mixed team 
prize with Peter Milburn 
fi nishing 12th, George Reid 
in 15th and 1st over 50 vet, 
Martin Randall 17th and 
Richard Campbell  21st. Julia 
Atkinson-Tait  was 5th lady 
back and the 2nd over 35 vet. 
Janet Raper was 1st over 45 
vet lady and Susan Milburn 
2nd over 45 vet lady.  The 
other team members were 
Chris Forster, John Young, 
Janet McRae, Penny Johnson, 
Trish Kay, Tracy McKenna, 
Sylvia Black, and Christine 
Morgan.
All Newton Aycliffe members 
competing in the 6th Cross 
Country Meet this season 
at Stockton improved their 
positions.  William Crossen 
had a good race in the under 
15 boys to come home in 
12th position. In the under 
17 boys race Daniel Inglis 
fi nished well in 7th place, 
his best position this season. 
In the men’s and under 20’s 
race James Askew had a fi ne 
race to come 5th overall. 
George Reid was 2nd overall 
in the men’s vet 50 category 
and Richard Campbell made 
a strong fi nish to complete 
the race in a time of 29:04. 
Martin Turnbull completed 
the course 69th place. 

FROM SNOW 
TO MUD

Greenfi eld Community and Arts Centre funded a programme 
of half term holiday activities this February that included a 2 
day Steel Pan residency, a 2 day School of Rock, 2 days of 
open art workshops and 3 smart play sessions for under 5’s.  
The sessions were well attended and were a great deal of fun!  
Keep your eyes peeled for more exciting activities at Easter.

Amazing Arty Clarty Sessions
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Over the last month, 
neighbourhood wardens and 
PCSOs have been distributing 
bike lights, locks and security 
marking bikes across 
Sedgefi eld Borough. The 

initiative began at Newton 
Aycliffe Youth Centre with 
offi cers fi tting lights, locks 
and Selecta and marked 69 
bikes.
This theme continued 
borough-wide with 350 
residents benefi ting from 
the scheme to protect their 
property. 
For those unable to benefi t 
from the scheme, some useful 
tips are: 
1. Don’t leave your bike 
unattended and unlocked
2. Secure your bike to a 
fi xed immovable object 
such as railings or to a bike 
rack that is cemented or 
anchored into the ground.  
3. Your lock should go 
through front and rear 
wheels and main frame
4. Store your bike in a 
locked shed, garage or in 

BIKE MARKING AT “YOUTHY”

the house.
5. Never leave it in view and 
easy reach without securing 
it fi rst
6. Security marking bikes 
deters thieves and increase 
the possibility of it being 
returned if stolen.
Despite the scheme’s success, 
there will be additional 
work carried out due to the 
limited numbers of residents 
who took the opportunity to 
benefi t from PEDAL SAFE. 
The local neighbourhood 
wardens and PCSO will visit 
youth centres and two local 
primary schools to distribute 
equipment.
Photo (left to right): Park 
Warden Les Turner,Ryan 
Walton, Richard Brown 
(Neighbourhood Warden),  
PCSO Hutchinson and Colin 
Bell of Cycle Ways

Over 40 people looking for 
work attended an advice and 
information day on Saturday 
14 February, hosted and 
organised by Jobcentre Plus. 
The Nextstep Advice and 
Guidance service, Bishop 
Auckland college, TUC and 
Business Enterprise North East 
attended the event to discuss 
how to get back to work quickly 
with expert advice on benefi ts, 
refreshing and updating skills 
and applying for jobs on the 
day. 
Jobcentre Plus advisers were 
kept busy with a stream of 
enquiries about benefi ts 
available to people when 
working, as well as giving 
advice to people either 
facing redundancy, or newly 
unemployed, to help them 
move into other employment.  
One man said that he was so 
pleased he’d attended, and had 
visited all of the organisations 
on the day. He was given 
information on accessing a 
course in Sage accounting.  He 
also identifi ed three vacancies 
from the selection provided 
by Jobcentre Plus, and applied 
there and then, by ringing 
Jobseeker Direct. 
Also at the event were tutors 
from the Community Learning 

Linda Hind, Redundancy Support Manager for Jobcentre 
Plus, discussing recruitment with jobseekers.

JOB ADVICE & INFORMATION EVENT
Centre. Linda Skinner, the 
Centre Coordinator said ‘ 
We found the event very 
worthwhile, and had a lot of 
enquiries, resulting in 8 people 
enrolling on courses. We would 
defi nitely attend similar events, 

as there was so much help 
available to people who had 
recently lost their jobs.’ 
Three former members of staff 
from Woolworths attended, and 
all three said they had found 
the event extremely useful.  

Local MP Phil Wilson spent 
time talking to the ladies, and 
encouraged them to make use 
of the services available from 
Jobcentre Plus.  Joan White 
said ‘This has been such a good 
event. We’ve all discovered that 
there are vacancies available, 
and the possibility of retraining, 
through the Jobcentre’ 
Linda Hind redundancy support 
manager from Jobcentre Plus, 
said:
“Due to popular demand, this 
is the third event that we have 
held in the Sedgefi eld area.  It 
has been a tremendous success, 
and we are delighted that local 
jobseekers were able to make 
such great use of our services.”
Anyone who could not attend 
the event should visit the 
Jobcentre Plus website (www.
jobcentreplus.gov.uk) to search 
for vacancies online or contact 
Jobcentre Plus on 0845 60 60 
234 for further details about 
the vacancies.  Lines are open 
Monday to Friday between 8am 
and 6pm and on Saturdays from 
9am to 1pm.  The textphone for 
people with hearing or speech 
impairment is 0845 6055 255.  
All calls are charged at local 
rate although charges for calls 
from mobile telephones may 
vary. 

Dear Sir,
I have received complaints on 
the deteriorating bus service 
provided by Arriva in respect 
of the condition of the vehicles 
and the attitude of their crew.
Over the last four years most 
of the buses serving Newton 
Aycliffe were replaced with 
new easy access vehicles, but 
in recent times they have gone 
back to mainly using 15 -20 
year old buses.
These are not easy access and 
people with prams, or suffering 
disability are having to let 
several buses pass, waiting for 
an easy access bus to arrive. 
As the buses are old and diffi cult 
to board the route is slower 
to complete and the drivers 
become stressed resulting in an  
attitude which at times tends to 
be surly and rude. 
These buses are also dirty with 
badly fi tted windows and heavy 
exhaust fumes entering the rear 
of the bus.
I feel Newton Aycliffe is being 
let down again and if you have 
been affected please contact 
the Commercial Manager, 
Mark Ellis, Arriva North 
East, Admiral Way, Doxford 
Business Park, Sunderland 
SR3 3XP.
Tel: 0191 520 4200.
I have contacted Durham 
County Council, but if readers 
have further comments please 
help your Town Councillors to 
get improvements.
Councillor Bill Curtis

Bus Service 
Worsens

NEVILLE 
COMMUNITY 

CENTRE
The Senior Citizens Forum 
meets on Monday 9th March 
at 1.30pm. Paula Woods from 
Butterwick Hospice is the 
guest speaker. Admission £1 to 
include Tea and Biscuits. Open 
to everyone.
Line Dancing resumes on 
Thursday 5th March at 6.20pm. 
Beginners welcome.
New Mother and Toddlers 
group starts Wednesday 4th 
March 10am till 12 noon. 
£1 per family. To book ring 
313924.
Kurling for Beginners every 
Tuesday 2pm till 4pm or 
Thursday 1 - 3 pm. Any age 
can enjoy this activity. £2 a 
session.
Family Kurling any Saturday 
from 2 till 4 pm. Teams of 
three or four. Please book on 
313924.
Childrens Birthday Parties 
special offer - ring for details.
Book our hall for any new 
idea you may have. Ring Peter 
Beaty on 313924
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Gardening
HARRY THOMPSON 
Fences made to order, repair 
service, hedges removed. Free 
estimates Tel 316572 or 07713 
257929
HIGHSIDE Road Nursery 
Heighington. Fencing Panels: 
6’x6’ £11, 6’x5’ £10, 6’x4’ 
£9, 6’x3’ £8. Trellis 6’x4’ £7, 
6’x3’ £5.50, 6’x2’ £4, 6’x1’ 
£2.50. Tel 316487 or 07809 
028310
MARTIN SHIRES garden 
Landscaping Services Block 
Paving Specialists. Fencing, 
Patios, Walls, Turfing, Hedges. 
Quality guaranteed work. Tel 
321891
ALPINE LANDSCAPES. 
Patios, Driveways, Fencing, 
Gravel, Turfing, Walls. All 
work guaranteed. 16 years 
experience, professional 
advice. www.alpinelandscapes.
co.uk - contact Alan on 01325 
310128 or 07974 710 351

PLANS DRAWN for all 
extensions, new builds and 
loft conversions. Full design 
and build service. Tel 01388 
606685 or 07731 985837
BILL LOWERY (Builder). 
Brick laying, plastering, joinery 
etc.  No job too small. Tel 01325 
311225
J&B Installations, bathrooms, 
kitchens, bedrooms, complete 
quality fitting service, can also 
supply. For a free quotation 
phone Paul on 314216 or 
07936 279240
S. WALKER General Builder. 
Free estimates. Tel 07707 
190354
DAVE MIDDLETON Masonry 
Services. Small job specialist, 
brick work repairs, repointing, 
pitched roof repairs, repoint 
chimneys, plastering and tiling. 
39 years experience. Reliable 
service at reasonable prices. Tel 
01388 817473 or 07913 340 
551
WEBB BUILDERS All 
building work undertaken. 
Garden walls, garages, 
driveways, general repairs, 
extensions. No job too small, 
quality work. 07728 333358 or 
07971 106893

Builders

TELEPHONE MAN, Dave 
Bowes. Extensions fitted for 
phones, Sky, Broadband and 
internet. Extension lines moved 
and repaired. All jobs only £40 
each. 01388 833828

Telecom

Roofing

J. WATSON Property Services
We specialise in Flat Roof Replacement and

Flat to Pitch Roof Conversions
Chimney Stacks - Slating - Ridge Tiles Replaced - Tiling - Flat Roofs

Pointing - UPVC Facias and Soffi ts - Guttering - Leadwork
Storm Damage - Velux Windows - Recommendations Available

For a Free Estimate Contact James Watson
01325 486099 - or 07799 426110

wwww.1stcalljwps.co.uk

24 HOUR ROOFING & Guttering, Slates, Tiles, Pointing, 
Ridges, Flat Roofs, out of hours sheeting-up service,  insurance 
work welcome. Free quotation, contact RAD Roofing Contractors. 
Tel 01388 818286 (office), Mobile 07502 187578
ADVANCED Roof Coating and Drive Cleaning. Protect your roof 
with our advanced tile coating which puts £££s on your property. 
Coating from £449, standard drive cleaned, sanded and sealed 
£89. Free estimates, recommendations avialable. Freephone 0800 
1123039

Plumbing

J&B Installations, bathrooms, 
kitchens, bedrooms, complete 
quality fitting service, can also 
supply. For a free quotation 
phone Paul on 314216 or 
07936 279240
THE WORX For all your 
Plumbing needs, full bathroom 
design and installs. All tiling 
and cladding requirements. 
Maintenance and repair. No 
call out charge. Tel 300786 or 
07954 435278

Driving School

U-DRIVE School of Motoring. 
First five lessons £60. 
Discounts for block bookings. 
Ring or text Peter on 01325 
286767 or 07780 556147

The following letter was 
sent to Counc Warburton 
who requested views from 
readers on the proposed 
transfer of houses and 
land.
Dear Mr Warburton
From what I have read and 
what has been disclosed 
(not much) I feel there are 
no safeguards for the open 
spaces in the areas of Aycliffe 
and certainly not in Woodham 
where I am a resident. 
We are told that as we are 
private homeowners that 

the open spaces are Council 
property and therefore only 
Council tenants had the right 
to state their views.
I live on a private housing 
development but the open 
spaces were handed to the 
Council for upkeep on 
completion why is this so? 
Obviously I pay Council tax 
and part of that tax pays for 
the upkeep. If I get no say 
over the future of something 
I pay for, what would the 
Council reaction be if I 
decided I won’t pay my 

WHY CAN’T PRIVATE HOUSEHOLDERS 
HAVE VOTE ON LAND TRANSFER?

Dear Sir, 
I live on Shafto Way and 
this morning after starting 
my car, I attempted to move 
off the drive. Imagine my 
suprise when I was met 
with a crunching noise and 
had diffi culty steering. 
To begin with I thought the 
problem was some litter 
that had been dropped and 
found it’s way under my 
car. I was wrong. Infact 
the front left hand side of 
my car had dropped. I was 
informed by the man who 
came to collect my car that 
it was a broken spring in 
my suspension, caused by 
speed bumps. 
This is not the fi rst speed 
bump related problem  I 
have had with my car. A 
couple of months after 
moving to the street I had 
a persistent problem with 
my grill falling off, again 
caused by speed bumps.
I am not a reckless driver. I 
take the speed bumps slowly 

and carefully, and my car is 
not old, yet I still seem to 
have problems and have to 
go to great expense. 
The top of the street 
(approaching Tesco) 
is at times, dangerous, 
negotiating parked cars, 
oncoming buses and 
impatient drivers. The thing 
that really bothers me is 
that the bumps do not cause 
problems for speeding 
drivers, who still take them 
at unimaginable speeds. 
I understand that there 
are plans to change the 
speed bumps to be like the 
ones in Bury Road. I can’t 
understand how this will 
make anything better, other 
than deterring speeding 
drivers. 
It will make parking and 
negotiating more awkward 
and I dread to think what 
will happen to those cars 
who have to use them, day 
in, day out. I wonder if by 
trying to solve one problem, 
the planners are going to 
cause many more?
Resident 
Name & address supplied

CARS DAMAGED BY 
SPEED HUMPS

Council tax as I have no say? 
I am sure I would be in court 
at the drop of a hat.
This smacks of a backroom 
deal if the statements made 
by Councillor Blenkinsop 
are to be believed and the 
choice made by the Council 
was option 5, the WORST of 
the options open to them. We 

know that the new heads of 
Sedgefi eld Housing are to be 
the current Council members 
and this smacks of jobs for 
the boys.
I think a judicial review 
is the way forward so that 
everything is transparent and 
let the people NOT the party 
benefi t. 
Wilf Emmerson
Lowther Drive
Newton Aycliffe

Dear Sir,
I have received e-mails and been stopped in the street by concerned 
members of the public on the issue of transfer of open spaces.
They all know where my loyalties lie as from day one I have been 
against this, even before it was made public.
 I am informed that Labour may well have a three line whip for 
the vote on Friday.
I am  also led to believe a meeting will be held at County Hall on 
Friday to enforce the three line whip. Which comes fi rst the Party 
or the People? Do the Labour Party realise this is a Democracy and 
not a Dictatorship.
My own personal opinion is if a three line whip is called it is a 
confl ict of interest and the members should not be allowed to vote. 
It is predjudicial and they have not come to an informed decision.
It is indeed a sorry state of affairs and I hope the good people of 
Aycliffe remember this. Aycliffe has took a stance and stood up to 
be counted. We are a proud town and believe in justice and we care 
about future generations. 
We must not be afraid to stand up to bullies.
Alan Warburton, Independent

LABOUR GROUP PULL IN THE 
VOTES TO TRANSFER LAND

Newton Aycliffe 15 
Sunderland 3rds 0 

Our Rugby Club hosted 
Sunderland 3rd XV in a 
re-arranged Durham Junior 
League match at Moore 
Lane.  The game, played 
in fi ne weather, began with 
Aycliffe in the ascendency. 
The home backs made 
a number of half breaks 
but the fi nal pass did not 
go to hand. The fi rst try 
was scored when good 
support work from Warren 
Parsonage saw him wrong 
foot the defence with a neat 
side-step before touching 
down. Luke Tinkler was 
then unsuccessful with 
a penalty kick. Further 
points came Aycliffe’s way 
when the Sunderland full-
back inexplicably failed to 
make a mark after catching 
a kick; Gareth Parsonage 
tackled him and the ball fell 
loose to man of the match, 
Matt Adkins who touched 
down for his fi rst score for 
Aycliffe. The score at half-
time was 10 – 0. 
In the second period, 
Sunderland began to 
attack more but Aycliffe’s 
traditionally strong tackling 
saw the goal line protected. 
The game was made safe 
when Cymon Lee touched 
down. The fi nal score 
was 15 – 0 to Aycliffe. 
Better fi nishing would 
have resulted in an easier 
victory. 
Newton Aycliffe Rugby 
Club would like to thank 
their sponsors Aston Hotels 
and ServiceForce. More 
information is available 
on the website at www.
ayclifferugby.co.uk. 

AYCLIFFE 
LEAGUE 
VICTORY



DISCLAIMER
Newton News cannot be held 
responsible for advertisers 
offering goods or services. 
As a general rule we would 
advise anyone NOT to part 
with any money until the 
order has been completed 
to your full satisfaction. All 
information is correct, to the 
best of our knowledge, at the 
time of printing. Newton News 
accepts articles in good faith 
and takes no responsibility for 
errors and/or omissions.
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Storage

Home Services

LORAINE’S
DOMESTIC SERVICES

100% RELIABLE
HIGHEST STANDARDS &
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
Too busy or unable to clean 
the house? Don’t worry, call 
Loraine, I’ll do it for you! 
Reasonable rates, very reliable. 
All my customers sing my 
praises. References supplied. 
Ironing service also available 
with free garment covers and 
next day delivery.

Tel: 01325 308017
or 07852 168161

kps56@tiscali.co.uk

AYCLIFFE Home Cleaning 
and Valeting Services House 
cleaning, ironing etc. All 
carpets, cars, vans etc. cleaned 
and valeted. Cheap rates. Tel 
321567 or 07984 817111
CARPET FITTER and Vinyl 
Specialist. Contact Richard  on  
307935 or 07946 435 177 
LIZ’S Ironing, free collection 
and drop off next day. Smoke 
and pet free home. 324978 or 
07866 265 829
CARPETS Fitted and refitted 
by time served fitter. Call Paul 
on 07964 685 957 or 317928
GENERAL Services. House, 
garage clearance, rubbish 
removal by licensed carrier. Tel 
07949 503856
JACKY’s Housework 
Services. All housework 
considered. Competitive Rates. 
Tel 01388 609266 or 07593 
400360
J . W.  N O RT H  E x t e r i o r 
Maintenance. Gardening / 
Fencing / Decking / Paving / 
Glazing / Brickwork / Tiling / 
Property Maintenance. 01325 
304206 / 07950 672689
DOES YOUR home need a 
cleaner? I am an honest and 
reliable lady who can work hours 
to suit your needs. I provide 
honest, genuine references. I 
have my own transport and 
charge reasonable rates. I am 
based in Newton Aycliffe, but 
also work in surrounding areas. 
Call anytime 07925 435072
DOMESTIC WORK Offering 
good quality domestic work 
at good value prices offered 
by reliable hard working 
and experienced individual, 
qualified to NVQ2 standard 
in caring as well. Tel 01388 
778343

FREE QUOTES from Part P/
NICEIC registered electrician 
with 20 years experience. 
Domestic or commercial, full 
or part rewires, sockets, lights, 
fuse boards, cookers, showers, 
Landlord inspections and more. 
Call Simon on 07866 266 657 
or 313330 - all areas covered
THE WORX For all your 
electrical needs, from part to 
full rewires, sockets, showers, 
lights, cookers, fuse boards, 
landlord inspections etc. Free 
quotes and advice. All work 
guaranteed and carried out by 
qualified Part P Registered 
electrcician. 24/7 call out. Tel 
300786 or 07954 435278

Electrical

RAPID REMOVALS Full 
house or single items, local/
nationwide, storage facilities 
available. Anywhere, anytime, 
27 years removal experience, 
308580 or 07871 795 155
BELL HAULAGE Single 
Items - Light Deliveries. Local, 
National, International Very 
Competitive Rates. All goods 
fully insured. Tel: 314647 or 
07970 926818
“U” STORE containers, 
domestic and industrial storage 
317716, 07850646355
ANYTHING to move? Call 
Vanman Steve from £8. Tel 
07866 622243
MOVING A THING? Call 
Phil from £9.50. 321084 or 
07790 509925
ACORN REMOVALS Full 
house, part load or single items, 
local and national, Storage 
available. Tel 300557, Mobile: 
0777 989 0006
VANMAN STEVE Removals, 
call 07866 622243

Removals

C.A. PLASTERERS 
all plastering work, artex 
skimmed, small jobs, free 
estimates, 01388 721206
PAINTER and decorator, 
over 30 years experience, free 
estimates. Tel Steve Pearson on 
319862 & 07896 917880
G. B. Plastering, coving, 
rendering, artexing, free 
estimates Tel 07786 121 686.
ASPECTS Interior and 
exterior decorating, plastering, 
coving, tiling, paper hanging, 
artexing, dado rails. For a free 
estimate call 312441 or 07841 
202222
A&T TILING Wall and floor 
tiling, professional service 
at competitive rates. Free 
estimates. Tony 07858 755437
STEVE HUTCHINSON 
Painter and Decorator. over 25 
years experience, reasonable 
rates, no job too small. Call 
today for a free estimate 
on 01325 483697 or 07745 
037754
C&S PLASTERERS Skims, 
patching, tiling, artexing and 
coving. All work guaranteed. 
For free estimates. Tel 07940 
518801 or 07983 298951
DRAGON DECORATORS 
All aspects of interior and 
exterior decorating, including 
themeed rooms. Over 15 years 
experience. No job too small. 
Tel 319371 or 07952 364426
G BROWN Plasterers, 30 
years experience, all aspects 
of plastering, interior/exterior, 
no job too small, competitive 
rates, free estimates. Tel 
317760 or 07798 775937
J&K Decorating Interior 
and exterior decorating, 
commercial and domestic, over 
20 years experience. No job too 
small. Reduced rates for Senior 
Citizens. Tel 01325 319376 or 
07943 878645
T.J. DECORATING For free 
estimates call Tommy, 01325 
316824 or 07901 632953

Decorating

T.V. and Video

Joinery

LAMBTON JOINERY 
Kitchen and bedrooms fitted, 
doors, skirting, dado rails, 
laminate floors, general joinery. 
No job too small. Call for free 
estimates. Tel 07858 755437
G. WELCH Joinery. All 
general joinery, 43 years 
experience. no job too small. 
Tel 01325 320736

Dear Sir,
Today, Friday the 27th of 
February, Sedgefi eld Borough 
Council are voting to hand their 
housing stock, 8000+ houses, 
along with, open spaces, play 
areas and grass verges to a new 
company, Sedgefi eld Borough 
Homes. 
This company has nothing 
to do with the council but  is 
made up of ex council offi cers 
and appointed councillors.
The tenants of Sedgefi eld 
Borough Council voted last 
year for the transfer after a 
referendum when 10,500 
ballot papers were sent out. 
Sadly only 2,102 (20%) were 
returned allowing the council 
to declare that 74.5% (1,566)  
of the tenants who returned 
their forms were in favour of 
transferring the housing stock.
Sedgefi eld Borough Homes 
has no assets of its own, and 

when the Sunderland Housing 
Group wanted the houses, back 
in 2003, they were prepared to 
offer £27 million to buy just 
the housing stock, but this new 
deal will include vast amounts 
of land. 
If land is included the decision 
on transfer brings all Council 
Taxpayer’s into the equation, 
not just tenants, and since there 
are around 44,000 Council 
Taxpayer’s in the Borough 
the Council appear to be asset 
stripping to fi nance this new 
housing association at the 
expense of taxpayers.
When the numbers who should 
be entitled to vote are put 
against those who were given a 
vote the 74.5% for the transfer 
comes down to about 4.9%.  
If the vote goes through today 
less than 5% of the Borough 
are giving away all our assets 
for nothing!              Peter Dolan

IT CAN’T BE RIGHT!

EOS Limited, an innovative 
manufacturer of light gauge 
steel buildings, on Aycliffe 
Business Park, has landed 
a clutch of deals thanks 
to the biggest educational 
investment scheme ever in 
England.
Under the Government’s 
Building Schools for the 
Future programme, EOS is 
working for Balfour Beatty 
on three schools in Islington 
- Samuel Rhodes, Holloway, 
and Highbury School for 
Girls 
Building Schools for the 
Future (BSF) is the biggest-
ever school buildings 
investment programme, 
which is aiming to rebuild or 
renew nearly every secondary 
school in England.
The Government plan is 
to revamp or rebuild 250 

AYCLIFFE COMPANY 
BUILD SCHOOLS FIT 

FOR THE FUTURE
schools a year to meet its 
target of refurbishing all 
3,500 secondaries in England 
by 2020 at a cost of more 
than £55bn. 
Steve Thompson, EOS 
director, said: “We are 
confi dent these contracts 
will be the beginning of 
a substantial new line of 
business for EOS with the 
award of   several more 
BSF projects already in the 
pipeline.
“We have been allocated the 
work due to the quality of 
our modular steel frames, 
which provide better quality 
control and help speed up the 
building process.
“EOS is pleased to be 
playing its part in helping 
create a modern educational 
environment, fi t for the 21st 
century, which will allow 
young people to fulfi ll their 
potential and staff to work 
more even more effi ciently.” 
EOS is working with its 
installer partner, Central 
Essex Drywall, on these 
schemes. 



PAGE 10                         NEWTON NEWS

BEDS BEDS BEDS at Bargain Buys, Divan Beds from £59, Pine 
Frames from £59, metal frames from £49. Special offer 4’6” leather 
sleigh bed, £269 including mattress Tel 321678.
MODERN dining table, £45 onoTel 319595
1 x LEATHER sofa and 1 x cord/leather sofa, both good quality, 
offers. Tel 07900 441653
DOUBLE DIVAN with deep orthopaedic mattress, unused/still 
wrapped, cost £400, accept £160, can deliver. Tel 07979 285629
SANYO CE25DN4-B 24” colour television, complete with manual 
and remote control. Perfect working order, £50. Tel 320876
SUMMERHOUSE wood, 8ft x 6ft, £25 ono. Tel 321129
BEECH MFI cabin bed with drawers, pull out desk and double 
cupboard, in as new condition, only 7 months old, £70. Tel 07599 
771132
MAMAS & Papas Gina beech changing unit, very good condition, 
£60 Tel 07599 771132
LARGE PARROT cage on castors with shelf underneath, £60. 
Tel 07901 551983
PARKINSON Cowan cooker, very good working order, £50. Tel 
315361
INVACARE wheelchair, folds flat, small wheels, used only once, 
£80 ono Tel 312224
BRIGHT PINK Quinny Zapp 3-wheeler pushchair, hardly used, 
excellent condition, £60 ono. Tel 310593 or 07790 299806
NEED An old domestic appliance removing? Can’t wait for the 
Council? Tel. 321678.

For Sale

PAUL GITTINS DISCO For 
any occasion, also Karaoke. Tel 
317666 or 07831 269526.
FUN-n-BOUNCE Bouncy 
Castles for hire with and without 
slide, adult sizes available. All 
parties catered for, also availabel 
for indoor use. Tel 01325 
307445 or 07594 436127

Entertainment

B E A U F O R D S ,  D a i m l e r 
limousines, Rolls Royce’s and 
Jaguars available for weddings, 
anniversaries and special 
occasions. Tel 01740 620147 
(Sedgefield), 07721 771 113 
or visit our website on: www.
durhamweddingcars.co.uk

Weddings

Computers

Beauty/Therapy

COULD FOODS be the cause 
of your ailments? 12 years 
experience testing thousands 
of customers for food 
sensitivities. Testing at The 
Health Warehouse, Darlington 
01325 468570. Home visits 
arranged by contacting John 
Neal (IHT, MIBM) 07990 722 
092. johnneal@acrostics.co.uk 
- www.eyeonhealth.co.uk

Woodham Community Assoc.

ANNUAL
GENERAL
MEETING

Wednesday 18th March ‘09
6.30pm

Free refreshments served
All Woodham residents invited

WATCH BATTERIES now 
available at Taylors Newsforce
DONATIONS needed of Bric-
a-Brac and other good condition 
items for Newton Aycliffe good 
causes. Ring John 316630
RSPCA Durham and District 
cats and kittens for adoption, 
fee applies to cover 1st and 2nd 
vaccination, also neutering and 
id chip. Please Tel 311215

Public Notice

WANTED - £50
for any complete vehicle, Cars, 

Vans, Motorcycles, HGVs,
MoT Failures, Scrap Cars,
anything - Ring for a quote

FREE COLLECTION
Motocycles wanted, dead or alive

Tel: 01325 300880
After hours 07980 712733

WANTED cars with or without 
MoT. Tel 07747 175137 or 
07881 897231

Autossssssssssssssssssssssssssssss

Sits Vacant

AGENTS WANTED To sell 
laundry products in their own 
time. Good commission. Tel 
Lyn on 07788 634 909
VOCALIST required (male or 
female) to co-front established 
trio. Must be aged 25-35, be 
image conscious and dedicated. 
Work waiting at home and 
abroad. Tel Claire on 07964 
428921
GUITARIST required (with 
vocals) to join established 
working cabaret trio. Must be 
image conscious and dedicated. 
Work waiting at home and 
abroad. Tel Claire on 07964 
428921
GOOD COOK or chef 
required as deputy production 
manager in busy production 
kitchen. Experience of haccp 
and traceability essential. Tel 
01325 319039 to arrange an 
interview.

Chiropody

CHIROPODIST
Sarah Shepperson

BSc (Hons) Podiatry, MCHS, hpc Registered

A FULL COMPLIMENT OF FOOT
HEALTH CARE - HOME VISITS ONLY

Tel: 01325 257270

KJB  PHOTOGRAPHY 
Specialists in all styles of 
p h o t o g r a p h y  i n c l u d i n g 
w e d d i n g s .  P r o f e s s i o n a l 
Photographer. Call Keith 01325 
307783, mobile 07900 583131. 
e/web: info@kjb-photography 
.com
S T U A RT J .  A L L I S O N 
( L S W P P )  W e d d i n g 
Photographer. Photographs 
for all occasions. Tel 01325 
300036, Mobile 07970 104646, 
info@sjallison.co.uk or visit the 
website: www.sjallison.co.uk
PHOTOGRAPHY and image 
editing at unbeatable prices. 
Tel: 07721 656 764. www.
magnoliaphotography.co.uk
S O P H O T O G E N I C 
Photography have fantastic 
studio in Newton Aycliffe 
and offer an amazing portrait, 
wedding and portfolio 
photography service at 
fantastic prices. Visit www.
sophotogenic.co.uk or call our 
studio on 01325 321673 for 
more information

Photographyhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy

Hairdressing

GEM
FREELANCE HAIRSTYLIST

(previously of Jools Studio, 
Cockerton)

7 years experience
Competitive Prices

Shampoo and Sets available

T. 07746 131321
WAVES Ladies mobile 
hardresser, OAP discounted 
rates. Tel 01325 308099 or 
07986 620397
LADIES Hairdresser, have 
your hair styled in teh comfort 
of your own home by an 
experienced hairdresser. Senior 
Citizens special rates. Tel 
07776 420653

Accommodation

2 BEDROOM house, Shildon, 
good area, bond and references 
required. Tel 07962 335405
SELLING Your House? 
I Want to Buy in Newton 
Aycliffe. Guaranteed Offer in 
24 Hours. Please call Mark 
01748 900 490
TO RENT 3 bedroom house, 
old part of town, £450 per 
month + Bond, no DSS. Tel 
07970 873424
2 BEDROOM Semi, Shildon. 
DSS welcome. Tel 07939 
268178
STILL RENTING? Rent and 
buy at once! Working family 
wanted to benefit from rent to 
own opportunity in good area 
of Newton Aycliffe. 3 bed 
needs some TLC. No mortgage 
needed. Please call Mark on 
01748 900491
WANTED 3 or 4 bedroom 
house rent in Newton Aycliffe. 
Tel 07858 912845
3 BEDROOM terrace house 
with garage in Honister Place 
area. available now, £110 per 
week. Bond £300. Tel 07816 
499567
HOUSE SHARE new 3 
bedroom detached in Shildon. 
Ring for details 07731 985 837 
or 01388 779372
TO LET 3 bedroom house, 
garage, £460 per week. Contact 
Heather 07882 440377
NEWTON AYCLIFFE/
Chilton, 2/3 bedroom from £85 
per week. Tel 07973 273712
3 BEDROOM terraced house, 
Agnew area, good condition, 
£395 per month. No bond, 2 
months advance rental and 
references required. Tel 07723 
014351
TO LET Newton Aycliffe 2 
bedroom semi-detached house. 
Double glazed throughout, 
GCH, nice clean tidy house, 
£430pcm plus bond. Tel 07855 
387212
2 BEDROOM maisonette in 
Newton Aycliffe to rent. £98.50 
per week. Tel 07900 310217 
for more details

Offices To Let
West End of Darlington

Reant all inclusive
(rates, H&L, cleaning)

Free parking
Telephone:

01325 354333

TO LET
One Bedroom House

Woodham Village
£325.00 per month

Tel: 07905 760132

SAMARITANS - 13 Woodland 
Road, Darlington. We are 
here for you 24 hours a day. 
Telephone 08457 909 090
WILLS written in your home - 
Free details. Tel 313197.
JESSICA GRAHAM Leaving 
on 25th February to Italy with 
the school on a skiing trip. 
Enjoy yourself, keep safe you 
are very special. Love you 
loads, Jess from Nannie Madge 
and Cousin Simon xxx
WA N T E D  e x p e r i e n c e d , 
enthusiastic rider to help 
exercise my Dales pony and 
have fun at local shows. Must 
have personal transport. Tel 
Karen on 321084
ANN SUMMERS Party - The 
ultimate girls night in! Ring 
Allison for party booking or 
to become an organiser, 07890 
813501

Personal

Obituary

DORIS POSKETT aged 92. 
24th February 2009. Peacefully 
in hospital. Much loved Mam, 
Nana and Great Nana. Funeral 
to be held at Darlington 
Crematorium on Tuesday 3rd 
March at 1.15pm x

Finance

PRAYER
DAY

Neville Parade Methodist 
Church is hosting a 
Women’s World Day of 
Prayer on Friday 6th 
March at 11am.
Mrs Gwen Morrison 
will be the speaker at 
the Service. The Service 
has been prepared by 
Christian Women in 
Papua New Guinea and 
refreshments will follow 
the Service.

Initial moves to standardise 
household waste collection 
services throughout 
County Durham after the 
introduction of a single 
unitary council in April 
have been agreed. 
And while to begin with, 
the changes won’t be 
signifi cant, a continuing 
review could involve 
further changes at a later 
date, including the colour 
and size of bins, recycling 
services and collection 
frequencies. 
Members of Durham County 
Council’s Cabinet heard the 
changes were necessary 
as part of the authority’s 
pledge to introduce 
common standards of 
service provision across the 
county as part of the move 
to unitary status. 
At present, each of the 
seven district and borough 
councils apply different 
standards and policies 
relating to domestic waste 

NEW AUTHORITY AGREE TO STANDARDISE 
HOUSEHOLD WASTE COLLECTION

and recycling. 
But Terry Collins, the 
Council’s Director of 
Neighbourhood Services, 
said there was a need 
to introduce a single 
and consistent set of 
arrangements as soon 
as possible relating to 
assisted collections for 
people who cannot pull 
their own wheelie bins out 
for collection; additional 
bags of rubbish left out for 
collection; ‘crocodile bins’, 
where bins are over-full and 
the lids left partially open; 
charges for the collection 
of bulky household items; 
additional bins for larger 
households; the time of 
day that bins should be left 
out for collection and the 
replacement of damaged or 
stolen bins. 
Proposed ‘harmonised’ 
policies agreed by Cabinet 
and due to be introduced 

from April 1 include : 
Assisted pull-out : to be 
considered on the basis of 
need rather than age as at 
present 
Side waste : No additional 
bags of waste will be 
collected (except at 
Christmas ) to encourage 
re-cycling 
Timings for putting bins out 
for collection : Residents 
should put their bins out 
between 6pm the night 
before and 7am on collection 
day and take them in again 
on the evening of collection 
day. 
Extra bins : an additional 
wheelie bin will be 
provided free of charge, on 
request, to households of 
six or more. Otherwise, a 
charge of £20 will be made 
for the extra bin and a £30 
a year charge to cover extra 
collection costs. 
Bin replacement : Bins to 
be replaced or repaired free 
of charge unless damage or 
loss is due to householder’s 
negligence. 
Coun Bob Young, Cabinet 

Member for Waste 
Management and the 
Environment, said while 
no further changes were 
likely during the coming 
year, the wider review 
of the household waste 
collection service would 
continue and could result in 
more changes at a later date 
following consultation with 
householders and other 
stakeholders including the 
Environment Agency. 
“ The aim is to achieve a 
simplifi ed set of sensible 
policies aimed at promoting 
recycling, supporting 
vulnerable residents and 
maintaining clean and 
tidy neighbourhoods,” he 
added. 
Leafl ets explaining the 
standardised household 
waste collection service will 
be delivered to households 
prior to April 1 

Dear Sir
With the current registration 
laws set to change and the 
inherent lack of advertising 
by the new governing body 
resulting in a massive lack 
of awareness not only for the 
general public but within the 
industry, I feel compelled to 
make at least our community 
as aware as possible. 
The heading of this article 
is a little misleading but it’s 
the only way I could grab 
everyone’s attention. Corgi 
is not ceasing to trade as a 
company BUT they will soon 
have no control nor will they 
govern the gas industry. 
From the 1st of April 2009 
Capita are taking over the 
challenge of gas legislation 
and safety awareness. The 
new gas register is going 
to be called GAS SAFE 
REGISTER and boasts a new 
yellow logo. There will be no 
need to ask your gas engineer 
if they are CORGI registered 
but ask them instead if they 
are a member of the gas safe 
register. 
All engineers are legally 
required to be a member of 
the new scheme and should 
stop promoting Corgi as their 
main governing organisation. 
This public awareness 
message is not bought to 
you by Corgi or the Gas 
Safe Register but by a local 
heating company, dwt gas 
services ltd who feel the lack 
of public awareness seriously 
needs addressing.
For more information on the 
changes please see www.

GAS REGISTRATION CHANGE  
CORGI LOSE CONTROL!

gassaferegister.co.uk  or 
call them on 0800 4085577 
alternatively you can contact 
myself on 01325 317314 or 
visit our offi ce on Aycliffe 
Business Park.
DWT
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Opticians

LUXURIOUS  4 bedroom, 3 
bathroom Villa in Florida, heated 
pool, 4 miles from Disney, from 
£250 per week. Tel 300212 
(Paul), web: www.villaflorida.
biz

Holidays

Congratulations

SPIRITUALIST Meetings 
are held at Morrison Close 
Community Centre every 
Monday evening starting 7pm 
sharp (closed Bank Holiday 
Monday). Details from Ann on 
313654.

Clairvoyance

Foundation Degree
Congratulations Jenna on 
your Graduation. Love 
from Mam, Nanna, Auntie 
Sue, Uncle Andy, Abi and 
Nat

Jenna Louise Coates
ANNE TAYLOR Happy 30th 
birthday. Lots of love and kisses 
from your Husband, David and 
Daughter Yasmin xxxx
ANNE TAYLOR Happy 30th. 
Lots of love, Mam, Dad, Amy 
and Liam
LEXIE RODGERS Happy 
1st birthday to a special little 
niece. Love and kisses from 
Uncle Kev, Kirsty and Sister 
Abbie xxxx
LEXIE RODGERS Happy 
1st birthday to a special little 
Granddaughter. Lots of love 
and kisses, Nana and Grandad 
Burkitt and Henry xxxx
LEXIE RODGERS Happy 1st 
birthday. Lots of love, Mam, 
Dad and Abbie
CHARLOTTE KERR is 
sweet 16 on 27th February 
2009. Hope you have a fab 
party! Lots of love, Stu, Vicki, 
Maisie and James xxx
CHARLOTTE KERR 27-2-
09. Happy 16th birthday. Have 
a good party. All our love and 
best wishes, Nana and Granda 
xx
CHARLOTTE KERR 27-2-
09. Hip Hip Hooray, it’s your 
16th birthday today! Enjoy 
your party. Love of love, 
Maxine and Luke xxx
CHARLOTTE KERR Happy 
16th birthday. Enjoy your party. 
Lots of love, Mam, Dad, Dani 
and Baby Bella xxxx
SIENNA-ROSE SIM 28th 
February 2009. Happy 1st 
birthday to our little Princess. 
Lots of love from Mummy and 
Daddy xxx
SIENNA-ROSE SIM 28th 
February 2009. Happy 1st 
birthday. Love you lots. Love 
from Grandma, Grandad, 
Aunty Zaeley, Uncle Sean, 
Elliot and Rubianna x
DAVID STEVENS Happy 
65th birthday. Have a long and 
happy retirement and a great 
party. Love from Jill, Martin, 
Julie, Glyn, Andrea and Lee
DAVID STEVENS Happy 
birthday Grandad. Enjoy your 
party. Love, Krissy, Craig, 
Lauren and Evan
CLAIRE READING Happy 
birthday Babe. Looking 
forward to Liverpool. Love 
you loads, AnneMarie x
CLAIRE READING Happy 
birthday, enjoy your weekend. 
Love, Judith, Granda, Claire 
and family
AUNTY CLAIRE Happy 
birthday. Love from Chelsea, 
Dylan and Lauren x
JOANNE THOMPSON 27th 
February. Oh no! The big 
30. Happy birthday to a very 
special Daughter. Have a great 
party. Love, Mam and Dad

In Memoriam

DERICK YOUNG 2-3-05. 
Another year has passed and 
we think of you every day. 
With love from Michael, June, 
Stephanie and Caroline xxx
CHARLY GIBSON 29/1/1966 
to 2/3/1989. Twenty years have 
passed, but memories of you 
remain in our hearts always. 
Love, Dad, Mum and Louise
EDITH KELL 3-3-1006. It’s 
been 3 lonely years since you 
went away. But the heartache 
of losing you never goes away. 
A dear Wife, Mam, Nana and 
Great Nana. Love and miss you 
every day. Love you, God bless 
xxx
JIM CLELLAND 2-3-1996. 
Always in our thoughts, miss 
you every day. Love, Marina, 
Debbie and Jayne
JIMMY SIMPSON 28th 
February. Gone are the days we 
used to share. But in my heart 
you are always there. In loving 
memory, Lilian and family xxx
JOE WHARTON Died 2nd 
March 1988. Too dearly loved 
to ever be forgotten. I miss you. 
Love from Jessie xxx. God 
bless Grandad. Mark, Vikki, 
David, Hayley and Peter xxx
JAMES MOONEY (Jimmy) 
25-2-2005. Deep in my heart 
your memory is kept, to love 
and to cherish and never forget. 
Your loving Wife, Audrey xxx
JAMES MOONEY (Jimmy) 
25-2-2005. In loving memory 
of a much loved Uncle. Never 
to be forgotten. Love, Paul, Viv, 
Emma, Paul, Steven, Tracey, 
Jade and Kyle xxxx
DERICK YOUNG 2-3-
2005. Deep in our hearts your 
memory is kept to love and 
to cherish and never forget. 
Loved always. David, Louise, 
Thomas, Joseph and Stan xxx
DERICK YOUNG 2-3-2005. 
A smile can hide my sadness, 
a tear be wiped away. But the 
heartache of losing you, will 
never go away. Love, Mary 
xxxx

Sylvia Blowes
5th March 1999

To us all, you were very 
special. What more is 
there to say. We only 
wish with all our hearts, 
you were here today. 
But looking back with 
tenderness along the path 
you trod. We bless the 
years we had with you 
and leave the rest to God. 
It’s been a long 10 years 
without our rock.
Never to be forgotten.
Husband Vic, Children, 
Grandchildren and Great 
Grandchildren xxxxxxxx

JONES, Freda and John 
would like to thank the staff 
of Newton Aycliffe Leisure 
Centre for all their help and 
co-operation over the rerun of 
the New Years Eve Dance, held 
last Friday in the Sycamore 
Suite. Everyone had a fantastic 
night and the dance raised £75 
and will be forwarded to the 
Great North Air Ambulance.
BURNSIDE, John and Jane 
would like to thank all family 
and friends who helped 
celebrate our Wedding at 
Gretna Green and the Cumby 
Arms on Friday 20th February. 
Many thanks for all the 
beautiful cards, gifts, vouchers 
etc and especially the good 
wishes received, everyone’s 
presence on the day truly made 
this both a day and evening to 
remember. Much appreciated. 
John and Jane

Thank You

Michael Kipling
I would like to thank all 
my family and friends 
who prayed and cared for 
me through my long stay 
in hospital. After many 
long months and many 
operations later I am now 
home and on the road to 
recovery. I could not have 
got through that ordeal 
without you all. Many 
thanks for the gifts and 
cards you all sent me.
Love, Michael xxx
PS: Many thanks to my 
Girlfriend (Slimer) Lisa, 
for standing by me all this 
time. Much appreciated!

Happy 1st Birthday 
Sweetie

Hope you have a lovely day 
on Sunday at your party. 
Love you lots, Mammy and 
Daddy xxxx

Grace Mary
Henderson

Happy 1st Birthday 
Gracie

Lots of love from your Big 
Brothers, Cole, David and 
Joe xxxxx

Grace Mary
Henderson

WELL DONE
First time out in starters 
gaining 1st place in your 
Solo and 1st place in your 
Slow. You danced amazing 
Princess. Lots of love, 
Mammy and Paul
A big thank you to all 
teachers at Stepping Out. 
Thanks to BX for two 
beautiful BX costumes.
Well Done darling 
on winning your Solo 
and Slow. You danced 
absolutely brilliant and 
looked gorgeous. We love 
you all the world. Nana 
Vera and Granda Trevor

Dolci Llorenna
Cowens

Happy 1st Birthday
28th February 2008.

Happy birthday Princess. 
Love from Mammy and 
Daddy xxxxxxxxx

Amy Richardson

Happy 10th Birthday Son
2nd March 2009

Hope you had a great 
day yesterday and enjoy 
your birthday treat out on 
Saturday. Lots of hugs and 
kisses, Mam and Stephen 
xxx
To my Big Brother Owen, 
happy birthday. Lots of 
love from Brandon xxx
Happy Birthday darling, 
have a great day out. Lots 
of love from Nanny and 
Grandad xxxx

Owen Kempsell

Happy 60th Birthday
2nd March 2009
Good luck son!

From Judith, John, Helen 
and Luke xxxxx

John Dunn

Ho Ho, The Big 40!
Lots of love on your 40th 
birthday. Hope you enjoy 
your party. From Mam, Dad, 
Husband Alan, Daughters 
Amy and Stacey. Darren, 
Craig, Julie, Charley, Jean, 
Gary and Susan

Sharon Wilkinson
(Nee Palmer)

Happy 21st Birthday
3rd March 2009

Hope you enjoy your party 
Son. Lots of love, Mam and 
Dad xxx
Happy 21st birthday 
Daniel. Have a great party. 
Loads of love, Kelly, 
Andrew, Sophie, Oliver and 
Joseph xxxx

Daniel Dixon

Happy 21st Birthday
27th February 2009

Love from Nanna, Grandad 
and Uncle John xxx
21 at last! Happy birthday 
Emma. Love, Aunty Lyn, 
Uncle Ian and Cousin 
Lauren xxxx
Happy 21st Emma. Lots 
of love, Mam, Allan, Sam, 
Becky, Rich, Chris and 
Nickie xxxx

Emma Laheney

Happy 30th Birthday
27th February 2009

Happy birthday little Sis! 
Lots of love from Marie, 
David, Craig, Mam and 
Dad xxx

Andrea Burke

RICHARD HUTCHINSON 
Happy 40th birthday on 1st 
March. Love from Jacqueline, 
Robert, Leanne and Colin
HENDERSON, Grace Mary. 
Happy 1st birthday sweetheart. 
Lots of love, Nana Aud xx
GRACE HENDERSON 
Happy 1st birthday to my 
darling Granddaughter. Lots of 
love and kisses from Nana and 
Granda
LUCY REID 27th February. 
Happy 2nd birthday Princess. 
Lots of love and kisses, 
Mammy and Daddy xxx
LUCY REID Happy birthday 
darling. Love always, Nanny 
Pops and Sam xxxx
LUCY REID Happy birthday 
hope you enjoy your day. Love, 
Nanna and Grandad xxx
DAVE WHARTON Happy 
birthday, welcome to the “50 
Club”. Love, Gillian & Neil xx
DAVE WHARTON Happy 
50th birthday. Have a great day. 
Lots of love, Mandy, Hayley, 
Peter and Ryan xxx

Birthday
Remembrance

NANCY WATSON 25-2-1925. 
It does not need a special day 
to bring you to our minds. For 
days without a thought of you 
are very hard to find. Loved 
always, Joe, John, Lorraine, 
Karen and families xxx

One in ten motorists face fi nes 
of up to £1,000 for driving with 
registration plates that do not 
conform to DVLA regulations, 
according to Swinton, the 
UK’s leading high street car 
insurance retailer.
Automatic Number Plate 
Recognition (ANPR) 
equipment failed to recognise 
12% of vehicle registration 
plates in a fi ve month period[1] 
due to defective number plates. 
This means that up to 12% of 
vehicles do not comply with 
DVLA regulations leaving 
drivers vulnerable to on-the-
spot fi nes.
With the growing use of 
automated speed cameras and 
surveillance equipment, police 
are being extra vigilant towards 
number plates which do not 
conform to strict guidelines 
issued by the DVLA which 
specify the typeface, size, 
distance between the lettering 
and colouring of the characters 
on the plate.
An online survey of 1,764 
Swinton motor insurance 
customers found that 68% 
of motorists did not know if 
their number plate conformed 
to DVLA regulations, and a 
worrying 21% believed that 
their plates might not conform 
to correct standards.
Steve Chelton, Insurer 
Development Manager, for 
Swinton said: “Many drivers are 
unaware of the strict guidelines 
imposed by the DVLA on 
registration plates. If you are 
in any doubt it is best to take 
your car to one of the 35,000 
businesses registered with the 
‘The Register of Number Plate 
Suppliers’ which was set up in 
2003 to regulate number plates 
across the country and reduce 
criminal activity. 
“If you are thinking about 
buying a new registration plate, 
make sure it is purchased from 
a reputable dealer and ensure 
that it conforms to the correct 

10% Drivers Face £1,000 
Fines for Defective 

Number Plates
guidelines which can be found 
at DVLA website.”
“Although it can be quite costly 
to buy personalised number 
plates, such as Ronaldo’s 
£150,000 purchase of 
registration CR7, it is relatively 
inexpensive to replace an 
existing plate, costing as little 
at £8.”
One motorist, Heather Price 
from Manchester, said: “I got 
stopped by the police on my 
way to work. They told me 
that the letters on my private 
number plate were not spaced 
correctly and that I was 
breaking the law. Fortunately I 
got off with a warning but I had 
to get my plates replaced.”
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During the school holidays the 
children at Woodham Burn 
Out of School Club started a 
topic on recycling and then 
walked to the YMCA charity 
shop in the town centre. We 
were shown around the back 
of the shop to see how they 
recycle clothes, toys, and 
furniture which are donated 
and sorted into categories. 
We learnt how the clothes 
that we think are no good 
because they have a small 
hole, actually go abroad to 3rd 
world countries to help people 
or are made into rags. We also 
found that any damaged books 
received are sent away and 
the paper recycled. We then 
had a look around the shop 
to help us with ideas for what 
we could put in our YMCA 
donation bags   
On Wednesday 18th February 
Ruth Smith from Sedgefi eld 
Borough Council visited 
the club to talk about how 
we should all participate in 

Recycling Lesson for School Club

recycling, to help us and our 
planet in the future. Ruth 
gave us some valuable tips on 
REUSE, REDUCE,RECYLE!.

After the visits we made thank 
you cards from recycled 
materials.
All the staff and children would 
like to thank both the YMCA 
and Ruth Smith for their time 
and helpful information. 
The school are taking part in 
the YMCA’s drive to boost 
donations. All children were 
given a bag to fi ll and return, 
and thanks to all the parents/
carers and children who have 
supported us so far. 
The out of school club is open 
term time before amd after 
school,7.45am to 6pm during 
the school holidays and we 
provide a drop off and pick 
up service to and from other 
schools in Newton Aycliffe and 
Aycliffe Village. If you would 
like any further information 
please contact Kendra Green 
on 01325 300080.

Dear Sir,
European Parliamentary 
elections are fast approaching.  
Some local groups and 
organisations will want to get 
involved and we welcome 
people engaging in democracy 
in this way.
Your readers should be aware 
that if they plan to campaign 
for or against a political party, 
policy or candidate, without 
themselves being a candidate 
or fi elding a candidate, this 
makes them what is known as 
a ‘third party’.   
There are some rules about 
what a ‘third party’ can do, 
particularly how much money 
can be spent on such work 
during the pre-election period, 
which began on 5 February 
and ends on polling day, 4 June 
2009.  
Those planning to spend more 
than £10,000 in England 
will need to register with the 
Electoral Commission.  We’ve 
published guidance, including 
how much more can be spent 
once registered and where 
donations to help campaigning 
can be accepted from. 
To fi nd out more, please contact 
the Electoral Commission for 
advice or read our guidance 
for third parties on our website. 
www.electoralcommission.org.
uk
Lisa Klein
Director of Party & Election 
Finance
The Electoral Commission
Great Peter Street
London
SW1P 2HW

Get 
Involved 
in Euro 

Elections

Dear Sir,
Well done the government for 
refusing to compensate well 
paid councillors ‘laid off’ due 
to reorganisation.
375 Durham members could 
have cost an estimated 3½ 
to 5½ million pounds for 
what was once a voluntary 
public duty. What a shameful 
situation! 
Of course, now it is refused, 
we read of councillors saying 
they would not take it, or, they 
would have donated our cash 
to charity.
Well done the government for 
rejecting greed, and shame on 
anyone who tried to claim it at 
our expense.

But, rubbing salt into wounds, 
Darlington Borough Council 
are proposing to close it’s 
last village public toilet, in 
Heighington. 
They gave this reported 
reason. “If you look for a 
public convenience in Rome or 
Barcelona, you won’t fi nd one. 
People use cafes and shops. 
“So. When in Heighington do 
as the Romans do? 
Whatever next? Will we read 
of councillors voting to build 
homes on golf courses to bring 
a better class of person into a 
town? 
Yours faithfully and truly 
astounded,
Don Fraser.

No Golden Handshake 
for “Laid Off” Councillors

Could you be a volunteer and 
support someone living with 
Domestic Abuse?
Victims often feel isolated and 
fi nd it hard to talk to family 
and friends about what is 
going on a at home. Could 
you be that someone? We need 
volunteers for a range of duties: 
befriending, answering phone/
offi ce duties and supporting 
group work. 
Full training and on going 
support is available. If you 
would like to chat to about 
becoming a volunteer you 
can ring Tracy Olley on 
01325 320111 for further 
information. 

Help Victims 
of Abuse

Tracy Olley the Manager of 
No 31 and SODA the domestic 
abuse support service based 
in Newton Aycliffe would like 
to take the opportunity to say 
a big thanks to Honest John 
and all the contributors’ to his 
stall for the very kind donation 
received. “This will go along 
way in helping victims in areas 
that we would not normally be 
able to assist in, thank you so 
much” says Tracy.
Domestic violence and abuse 
affects 1 in 4 women in their 
lifetime, regardless of age, 
social class, race, disability 
or lifestyle. and a woman dies 
every three days at the hands 
of her partner or ex-partner. 
Domestic abuse can go beyond 
actual physical violence.  
It can also involve emotional 
abuse, the destruction of a 
spouse’s or partner’s property, 
their isolation from friends, 
family or other potential 
sources of support, control 
over access to money, personal 
items, food, transportation the 
telephone, and stalking. It can 
also include violence infl icted 

on, or witnessed by children. 
Victims and their children 
need support and assistance 
from statutory and voluntary 
agencies to overcome 
barriers and prevent repeat 
victimisation. This is vital 
in enabling victims and their 
children to seek safety from 
abusive relationships.
No 31 & SODA provides 
support to female and male 
victims: emotional support, 
information, counselling and 
help in seeking advice provided 
by other voluntary and statutory 
organisations.
Everyone has the right to live 
free from abuse and fear. If 
you are or have experienced 
domestic violence/abuse, 
you may feel humiliated, 
frightened, ashamed, alone and 
confused.
Please know that you are not to 
blame and you are not alone. 
If you or anyone you know is 
affected by this subject and you 
would like to talk to someone 
in confi dence please contact: 
No 31 & SODA on 01325 
317903 

HONEST JOHN 
HELPS DOMESTIC 
ABUSE SERVICE


