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TESCO SUPPORT TOWN’S
COMMUNITY DRAW

If we are late arriving . . .
we will take you to your destination for FREE*
• AIRPORT PICK-UP & DROP OFF
• CONTRACT HIRE • 8 & 14 SEATER MINI-BUSES
• WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES
• PROFESSIONAL COURIER SERVICE
*Terms and conditions apply

Est.

1998

TaxEasE UK is a local Independent Tax Practice

Final Deadline for Tax Returns
by TaxEasE UK
31st January 2011
If you miss the deadline penalties apply
Remember, we come to you - for a free appointment

Ring 07813 926 622 or 01325 316958
or email us on: info@taxeaseuk.com

Tesco Managers Martin
Butcher and Paul Davies
hand over a 42” HD Ready
Plasma T.V. to Rotary
President Barry Hutchinson
as a prize to be used in
the Community Bumper
Draw which supports Town
organisations, The Great
North Air Ambulance and
Macmillan Cancer Support.
The T.V. is one of the major
prizes in the Draw which also
includes a Bathroom Suite
donated by Aquabliss from
Darlington and a Sofabed
from Furniture Factory
Outlet.
Nearly £3,000 worth of
prizes have been collected
by the Rotary Club. Over
25 organisations including
Schools and Town Centre
Charity Shops will be selling
tickets, retaining half of the
money for their own funds.
The Rotary Club take
responsibility for organising
the draw, obtaining the
prizes, printing the tickets
and dealing with distribution
and administration. All the
partners do is sell tickets and
receive half the money as
an incentive, but they will
also be helping the main
recipients, Air Ambulance
and Macmillan.
“It is a win - win situation”
said organiser Syd Howarth.
“There is still time for others
to get involved, just contact
me on 300212 or 320901,
email syd@newtonpress.
net and we will register you
immediately.
Tickets go on sale in January
and the draw will be held
at The British Legion on
Thursday 7th April. This is
probably the biggest raffle
ever held in Newton Aycliffe
- don’t miss out!

TOWN’S COMMUNITY
XMAS SINGALONG
WITH TOWN BAND

This Weekend at Xcel Centre

Last year’s audience at Xcel Centre
Don’t miss Newton
Ay c l i f f e ’ s a n n u a l
Community Christmas
Singalong at the Xcel
Centre this Sunday 12th
December from 3pm till
4.30pm.
Our Town Brass Band will
be playing for the popular
songs and carols and Santa
will be attending to greet all
the children.
This annual event organised
by the town’s Rotary Club
is in its 21st year. Town

Schools will be featured in
the programme, performing
special Christmas musical
items.
Making their first appearance
at this Concert is St. John’s
School.
The Xcel Church Choir and
Ayclife Musical Theatre will
also perform.
A warm invitation is extended
to all - admission is FREE!
The Rotary Club hope to
see you all there and if you
have room in your car please
bring an elderly neighbour.
It’s going to be a lovely
occasion designed to get the
Christmas celebrations off to
a good start.

elachi

iindian
ndia restaurant and takeaway
1 Upper Beveridge Walkway - DL5 4EE
Town Centre (next to Stevenrussell) 316516
Free Delivery all over Newton Aycliffe and surrounding areas
10% Discount on collections
Book Now For Christmas and New Year
Sunday & Monday 4 Course Meal £9.95 each (sitting in)
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Sunday to Thursday 5.30pm-11.00pm
Friday and Saturday 5.30pm-Midnight
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INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION WEEK BRINGS NEWTON NEWS WEBSITE 8,000 HITS A WEEK!
OPPORTUNITIES FOR WOODHAM STUDENTS
Woodham Technology College
is one of many schools across
England and Wales taking
part in international projects
and activities to celebrate
International Education Week
2010, which is championed this
year by the British Council.
Students at the college have
enjoyed International Education
Week looking at sustainable
development across the globe
and its impact on global climate
change.
It celebrates the work by schools
and educational establishments
to prepare children for living in
a global society and working
in a global economy. This
takes many forms, including
developing partnerships
and projects with schools in
other countries, carrying out
international study visits and
exchanges, online collaboration,
hosting language assistants,
and more.
This international dimension
plays an important role in
helping schools to deliver
core objectives for teaching
and learning and International
Education Week provides
a chance to reflect on the
achievements of the last year.
Fostering an international
dimension in the curriculum
is at the heart of the British
Council’s work with schools,
so that young people gain the
cultural understanding and skills
they need to live and work as
global citizens. This year the
organisation presented a record
983 schools nationwide with
the International School Award

– which recognises schools that
do exceptional work to bring the
world into their classrooms.
Wo o d h a m C o m m u n i t y
Technology College achieved
the Intermediate International
School Award in 2009. The
college works with partner
schools in France, Germany,
India, Austria and America
with support from the British
Council, the Global School
Partnerships programme, local
business and industry. Another
initiative is Camp Cody in New
Hampshire, America where
students from Woodham CTC
enter a highly competitive
selection programme to coach
younger children for a month in
the summer near Boston, USA.
This year there are 6 places
available, and the standard of
applicants is extremely high.
Students in Year 7 have just
completed a full day learning
about Christmas in other
countries, particularly around
Europe. The feedback received
from the students was very
positive and in fact, this is
going to feature in the academic
calendar every year.
Next week we say Gute Reise
und schöne Ferien! to 40
students and five staff who are
taking part in a study visit to
Berlin, where they will have
the chance to improve their
knowledge of German culture
and language, as well as visiting
sites that are closely linked to
both the KS3 and KS4 History
syllabus, not to mention RE and
Geography.
The trip will include a visit to the

READ THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

Sachsenhausen Concentration
Camp, The Berlin Wall and
Checkpoint Charlie as well as
the Brandenburg Gate. On a
lighter note pupils will also get
the opportunity to visit the 365m
high TV Tower with revolving
restaurant, Berlin Zoo and
Aquarium (one of the largest in
the world) and much more. As
we will be visiting Germany’s

Capital City around Christmas
time, we will be fortunate
enough to participate in many
of the festive celebrations and
activities that are on offer,
including the world-famous
Weihnachtsmarkt (Christmas
Market) which is a cultural
must-see as well as providing
a valuable Christmas shopping
opportunity!

Darren Race from
Spennymoor was the
thousandth person to register
as a member of the www.
newtonnews.co.uk website
and received a boxful
of goodies courtesy of
Newton Press to mark this
milestone.
There was further proof of
our popularity on Thursday
2nd December at 2.30pm,
when the Newton News
website recorded a massive
485 guests online reading
the latest issue all at the
same time!
It is not surprising that
Newton News receives over
8,000 hits a week when the
site has over 1500 stories
of local interest as well
as all the information you
need to know about Newton
Aycliffe, the Business Park,
shops, pubs, clubs, churches
and town organisations.
Other points of great interest
are an accommodation
section, job vacancies,
free to enter competitions,
forthcoming events, history
of Newton Aycliffe and
archive photos of Newton
Aycliffe from bygone days.
Newton News are working
on a new website which
archives ALL past issues
of the Newton News and
The Newtonian from 1948
to present day. This is an
ongoing project as it will
take some time to scan and
upload all the back issues to
our server, in the meantime
the site is now live and
covers newspapers from the
1940’s, 1950’s, 2009 and
2010 and we will add more
and more each week.
The Newton News is Newton
Aycliffe’s own community
newspaper covering local
issues from sports clubs,
organisations, charities,
schools and businesses. We
only report topics and events
affecting our town - this is
the reason we have used the
strap line “YOUR LOCAL
NEWSPAPER” for decades
and this will be evident for

all to see on our archive
site. Originals of all the

newspapers are held on file
at the Newton News office.

www.newtonnews.co.uk
www.newtonnewsarchive.co.uk

NEWTON NEWS

DANCEMAT
SESSIONS
ARE FREE!
Are you looking for
something different and
new to do with your 4-7 old?
Then why not try our FREE
Dance Mat session at the
Oak Leaf Sports Complex
on the 20th December from
3.00pm – 4.00pm.
You and your child can have
fun keeping up with the
music and playing games
while on the Dance Mats.
Parents must stay with
children, and pre booking
is essential as there are a
limited number of spaces
available.
For further information or
to book your place please
contact Reception 300600.

www.newtonnews.co.uk
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Lord Heseltine at Xcel Centre Shovelling Their Way Out!
£1.4 BILLION AVAILABLE FOR REGIONAL GROWTH

Lord Heseltine visited the
North East on Monday to
encourage local businesses
and entrepreneurs to bid for
cash from the Government’s
flagship £1.4bn Regional
Growth Fund.
At the first of a series of Road
Shows taking place across
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NOW SERVING CHRISTMAS LUNCHES

Frustrated at not being able to get out of the street people have been getting together
to clear the way. This shows Ryder Court residents hard at work. “It’s a bit useless
having the main road clear if householders can’t get out of streets and cul de sacs.”
complained one resident.

the country, Lord Heseltine
met potential applicants for
the Fund to advise them
on the bidding process and
encourage them to come
forward with high-quality
proposals that promise to
unleash local talent and help
communities in the North
East to flourish.
More than 150 local
businesses, entrepreneurs
and civic leaders attended
the event at the Xcel Centre
on Aycliffe Business Park.
The Regional Growth Fund
has two key objectives:
To provide support for
projects that can drive
sustainable economic
growth and create new
private sector jobs; and
To p a r t i c u l a r l y h e l p
communities that are
currently dependent on
the public sector make
the transition to private
sector-led growth and
prosperity.
Lord Heseltine is Chairman
of the Independent Advisory
Panel, which will consider
all bids for funding and
make recommendations
to Ministers about which
should be successful.
He will be supported by
Deputy Chairman, Sir Ian
Wrigglesworth and a team
of academics, business and
civic leaders.
Lord Heseltine said: “I’m
delighted to be here in the
North East as an advocate
for this important Fund.
The Government is putting
local people at the heart
of decision-making,
empowering them to
develop their own vision
for long-term local growth
and allowing them to make
important and innovative
decisions that impact on
their communities.
“The Regional Growth Fund
presents an opportunity for
businesses and entrepreneurs
in the North East to help
shape their own economic
future. I hope today’s road
show will inspire local

people to think strategically
about their area’s priorities
and I encourage them
to come forward with
compelling funding
proposals that promise to
deliver a positive change to
the local economy; bringing
new jobs and benefits to
local people.”
The Regional Growth Fund
will operate over three
years. The first of at least
three bidding rounds is now
open and the deadline for
proposals is 21 January
2011. Further bidding rounds
will be announced in early
2011. More information on
criteria for the fund and the
bidding process is available
from http://www.bis.gov.uk/
policies/regional-economicdevelopment/regionalgrowth-fund.
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MOANS & GROANS
Dear Sir,
May I Thank Darren Watson for his letter: agreeing we don’t
want to read ‘bad-mouthing’ by Councillors. There are many
more interesting community events to read about.
How many of our Town/County Councillors have shown concern
over pensioners who can drive, and are prepared to help others, yet
are housebound due to lack of snow clearance in their streets?
Gritting by the County Council in all areas? What a laugh!!!!
Mrs. J. K. Blaik

www.newtonnews.co.uk
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Catholic Church Members
Donate £1500 to Two Charities

Over the past year the
parishioners of the Catholic
parish of St Mary & St
Joseph’s, Newton Aycliffe,
have raised funds for Justice
First, the Teesside based
charity helping individuals
refused asylum. The charity
assists principally with
finding legal representation

for asylum seekers and
emergency support if they
are destitute.
Justice First works closely
with the Medical Foundation
for the Care of Victims
of Torture as many of its
clients have been the victims
of horrific abuse in their
homeland.
The photograph shows Kath
Sainsbury from Justice First
(centre) receiving a cheque
on Sunday 28th November
for £1,000 from parishioners
Dr Ana Ramos (left) and
Maureen Osborn, Chair
of the parish’s Justice and
Peace Group.
A cheque for £500 was also
presented to the Newcastle
based Refugee Service to
provide a week’s supply of
food parcels for its clients.
Last year the parish raised
£13,500 for the Blessed
Gerard Hospice in Mandeni,

Xmas Fayre
Burnhill Way Church are
having their Christmas
Fayre on 11th December. It
will be packed full of things
to do and buy.
It will start at 10.30am and
finish at 1pm. There will be
pie and peas lunch served
from 11.30 till 12.30pm.
Come along and join in
the Christmas cheer, all are
welcome. Wishing all our
friends old and new a Merry
Christmas.

Snow on Car
Roof is an
Offence
Brian Poole of Simpasture
Driving School asked
Newton News to warn
drivers that the Police will
be stopping cars with excess
snow on their car roof.
They are empowered to
slap a spot £60 fine for this
offence.

Kwa Zulu Natal in South
Africa that assists patients
suffering from HIV/AIDS.

HELP CURE YOURSELF!
Local Hypnotherapist
Stewart Bell is offering a
C.D. which will help you
deal with your phobias,
relax, and change your
thoughts into a more positive
way of life. You can develop
self confidence to lose
weight, stop smoking and
build your self esteem by
self hypnosis. You can also
learn how to pass exams,
overcome nerves, fears, and
create inner peace. The CD
costs £24.99p and could
set your life on a new path.
Contact 314646 or 07970
926818. E-mail: bell.inc@
btinternet.com

NEWTON NEWS
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COUNCILLOR NOT
TEACHING ENTERPRISE
SAFER SEATING FOR BABY
PREPARED TO BE QUIET IN TOWN SCHOOLS
& TODDLER GROUP
Dear Sir,
I am heartily sick of
sanctimonious letters from
people saying how sick they
are of Councillors writing to
the Newton News.
The Town Council takes
more than £1 million a year
from the people of Aycliffe
(the County Council takes
ten times that amount) –
do people really want
Councillors so bland that
they never disagree about
how it should be spent?
Or would they prefer
Councillors (as one writer
suggested) to conduct all
their business in backroom
cabals and never go to press
to inform or seek the support
of the public?

Editorial
Thanks to funding from County Durham
Community Foundation, money has been
used to pay for 30 junior chairs and 6
booster seats. The grant was made from the
TK Tallent Fund, which is held with the
Foundation.
About 40 Children from Newton Aycliffe,
Woodham and Aycliffe Village are
benefitting from our safer seating because

they enjoy ‘the craft table’, ‘snack time is
brilliant’ and ‘everything is well thought
out’ said parents at our AGM. The group
meets at Neville Parade Methodist Church
on Monday and Thursday mornings. To
avoid disappointment please ring first if you
are interested as we have a waiting list. For
more information ring Ena on 01325 311025
or Emma on 01388 772898.

Planners May Cause Aldi to Withdraw
The County Council met
this week to give formal
planning permission
for the new Aldi Store
in Newton Ayclffe Town
Centre, but amazingly the
officers are recommending
refusal!
The reason they give is that
one wall of the premises
is too bland. The reaction
from Aldi is to withdraw and
cancel their plans to open a
store here.

Bob Fleming Leader of the
Town Council is astonished
and hopes Councillors on
the Planning Committee
will reject the officers
recommendation and allow
the project to continue.
The only problem is that
the committee is made up
of 15 County Councillors
where only three come from
Aycliffe. It is quite possible
the other 12 may not even
have visited our town.

As readers can imagine a lot
of lobbying is taking place
and it is hoped commonsense will prevail. Readers
can also imagine a planner,
sitting at his desk looking at
the drawings and deciding
that one wall of the store is
unacceptable.
If the officer had visited
the site and taken note he
would see that one bland
wall would not look out of
place in our town centre

TACKLE
BAD
WEATHER
LOCALLY
Adverse weather conditions
have cost the country
£millions in lost production
as employees arrive late or
even fail to turn in for work.
Once again we are caught out
by snow and appear not to
learn from past mistakes in
dealing with severe weather.
Cold snaps in the past have
been shrugged off as freakish,
but when you get two bad
winters in a row it is time to
ask relevant questions.
There has to be a more positive
approach to the immediate
problem outside people’s
homes when bad weather
occurs. It is pointless having
clear main roads if the bulk
of the population cannot get
of their own street!
And it is not just the problem
of people getting to work
or urgent appointments - it
is also affecting services
such as meals on wheels
and ambulances attending
clients.
The bad weather has caused
chaos with many cancellations
of events, not to mention the
danger to life and limb to
pedestrians walking on ice
and snow.
A complete rethink on the
strategy of tackling sudden
snow and ice is required.
Perhaps a more local solution
is called for, placing the
responsibility in the hands of
the Town Council.
They would know better than
pen pushers in County Hall
where to prioritise and be in a
positition to respond quickly
to emergency situations. All
they need is the resources
to purchase equipment and
temporary labour to deal
with the situation. Could
this involve work for local
unemployed able bodied
people?
Most residents would not
argue with paying a few pence
more on their Council Tax to
be relieved from the problems
we have experienced over the
last two weeks.

Great Aycliffe Town Council
is full of caring Councillors
– Independent and Labour
– who want the best for
Aycliffe. OF COURSE they
are going to clash from time
to time.
In such a situation of
competing visions,
correspondents who moan:
‘Why must I be disturbed by
arguing Councillors’ are akin
to naïve children who intone:
‘Why can’t the nations of
the world be friends’. Their
censorious letters are a form
of censorship, which seeks
to suppress by means of a
withering stream of disdain.
Politics – the way our society
is governed – MATTERS.
In the past, people suffered
and even died to get us our
freedoms, but apparently
now some amongst us have
become so delicate that a
difference of opinion over the
most minor local matter is an
affront to their sensibilities.
Anyway, I will not be told to
shut up. I came to Aycliffe
in 1974 determined to try
to be good and to do good
– and first as a teacher and
lately as a Councillor I have
striven continuously for the
people of Aycliffe. I am
proud to speak out for the
people I represent, and to
campaign for the best deal
for Aycliffe.
And I am sure that every
other Councillor who writes
in the Newton News feels the
same way.
Councillor John D Clare

Young Enterprise is currently working with Aycliffe Primary
School and have three programmes due to start in January.
They are seeking other schools to join the scheme.
Young Enterprise is building a connected world of young
people, business volunteers and educators, inspiring each
other to succeed through enterprise. The programmes
empower the next generation with the confidence, ability
and ambition to succeed in a rapidly changing global
environment.
The primary activity is class based and delivered by a
volunteer from the local business community. The duration
of the programme and commitment needed from the
volunteer is an hour a week for five- weeks. The volunteer
delivers the activity supported by the class teacher.
If anyone is interested in getting involved please contact
Laura Gillespie, Corporate Relations Officer, Young
Enterprise North East. T: 0191 4959500 M: 07739 524973
www.yene.org.uk
Young Enterprise is the UK’s leading enterprise education
charity. Together, we are building a connected world of
young people, business volunteers and educators, inspiring
each other to succeed through enterprise.
Were you in a Young Enterprise Company at school? If so,
we’d love to hear from you. Get in touch by joining our
Alumni Network at www.young-enterprise.org.uk/alumni
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Honda Made for Santa

Dear Sir,
Because of the recent snow I was unable to get any work
done, so the kids and I built our very own snow buggy, It
was designed and made by Dad Tim, Sophie aged 10 and
Katie aged 8 who all live in Pease Way. Merry Christmas to
Newton News readers - The Leadbitter family

FORMER SCOUT
LEADERS CELEBRATE
50 YEAR MARRIAGE

Former Scout Leaders in
the town, Fred and Alex
Winwood, celebrated their
50th Wedding Anniversary
on the 3rd December, 2010.
To mark the occasion our
Town Mayor, Dorothy
Bowman called on the
couple at their home in
Henson Grove to bring the
best wishes of the Town
Council.
The couple first met in 1952
at a Road Safety session in
the former Beveridge Hall.
Fred originally came from
Coxhoe and Alex had moved
back to the area with her
family to find work, from
Edinburgh.
Fred was a time served
Draughtsman/Engineer
working for different firms in
the area and Alex worked in
the Accounts Office. While
Fred was at Thorns and Alex
at Eatons they were both

made redundant so went
into business as a Boarding
Kennels and Rescue Centre
at Eldon Hope for 20 years
before Alex retired due to ill
health and they moved back
to Newton Aycliffe.
They ran the Scout Group at
St. Clare’s for 16 years and
helped 100’s of youngsters
enjoy scouting activities
including camping at Moor
House, near Durham.
Alex and Fred are both
members of the Indoor
Bowling Club. Fred a very
talented carver, spends a lot
of time on his wood lathe
making high quality pots and
bowls and whittling animal
sculptures.
They have a son, Brian,
married to Andrea and a
Granddaughter, Daniela.
The family came together
to enjoy a celebration meal
at Walworth Castle.

NEWTON NEWS

Woodham Students Beat the
Weather, Learning from Home
Even though the bad weather
has closed hundreds of schools
and colleges throughout
the North East, students
at Woodham Community
Technology College in Newton
Aycliffe are able to continue to
learn from the comfort and
safety of their own homes.
Thanks to the Colleges’
cutting edge Virtual Learning
Environment, teachers can
upload and mark lessons,
study tasks and resources
from home, giving students
the opportunity to continue
their learning experiences
even though the college site
is closed. All members of
the dedicated teaching staff
have been logging into the
site before 8am, uploading
specially created lessons for
students, which students can
access immediately on either
their computers or phones.
Throughout the day this work
has then been marked online
and feedback received by
students.
On Wednesday alone, the
Virtual Learning Environment
received over nine and a half
thousand hits, compared with
only 900 on the previous
Wednesday when the college
was open. On Thursday
morning, when the college
was again closed, the site was
first accessed by a student
beginning their learning at
6.04am, with a further 2,200
hits before the college would
have normally opened at 9am.
As there are no forums or chat
functions available within the
site and the fact that a separate
section of the college website
is used for notifying parents
of College closures, these
hits are purely for learning
purposes.
Jon Tait, Director of Student

Greenfield THANKS
Activities LIBRARY

FULL SERVICE
FROM £99

25

(excludes spark plugs, filters and long life oils)

RING FOR DETAILS Standard MoT Price £30

There are plenty of FREE
fun activities at Greenfield
Community and Arts Centre
leading up to Christmas:
Monday 20th December:
make your own Christmas
tree decorations from 1pm to
3pm for 8-14 age group.
Tuesday 21st December:
there are 2 Dance Mat
sessions with Katy Milne
10.30am to 12pm or 1.30pm
to 3.00pm for 8-14 age
group.
Wednesday 22nd
December: Make your own
Christmas Wreath from 1pm
to 3pm an activity suitable
for all the family.
Thursday 23rd December:
Make your own Christmas
stocking 1pm to 3pm with
the help of Donna Walton
- a fun activity for all the
family.
Friday 24th December
1pm-4pm Sing-a-long to
your favourite Christmas
tunes with John Melvin with
Mince Pies at the interval suitable for all the family.
You MUST pre book your
free place. Contact 01325
379048 or email info@
greenfield-arts.co.uk

As a regular visitor to our
town Library, I would like
to thank all the staff for
managing to stay open
during the very bad weather
conditions. Well done!
Neil Sutherland

Support commented “As a
specialist Technology College
we see our Virtual Learning
Environment as a hugely
significant tool in enhancing
the learning experiences
for all of our students. We
strongly believe that learning
should not be limited to just
the classroom and that our
students can continue to learn
way past the normal college
opening hours”.

Being able to learn at home
has been extremely important
over the last few days when
schools have been forced
to close due to the severe
weather across the region.
Children and parents do
not have to venture out into
the treacherous conditions
safe in the knowledge that
their children are still being
educated in the safety of their
own home.

NEWTON NEWS
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STUDENTS RAISE OVER £1800
FOR CHILDREN IN NEED

Friday 19th November saw
the return of the annual
Children in Need fund
raising event at Woodham
Community Technology
College. The College has
been raising money for the
charity for the past four
years, under the supervision
and organisation of Jenny
McLean, Student Welfare
Officer.
This year surpassed all
previous attempts of fund
raising, in regard to the
effort of the students,
teachers, staff and parents.
The whole school actively
participated in the event, in
terms of sponsored silences,
fancy dress and the sale of
raffle tickets in order to win
a cake made by Chef Linda
Vipond.
In addition to the raffled
cake, other treats were made
and sold during break time;
this alone made £115, which
all contributed towards the

day’s fundraising effort.
The day was a resounding
success, being both fun and
constructive in terms of
raising money and awareness
for the cause of Children in
Need. Throughout the day,
students were witnessed
braving the cold dressed
in their pyjamas, as cave
people/soldiers, participating
in other activities such as
sponsored car washes and
a charity netball game of
students versus teachers.
The students made a massive
effort in both raising money
and in their positive attitude
towards the event; they
were a huge credit to the
College. As a result of the
huge success of the Children
in Need event hosted by
Woodham College, the
students, teachers, staff and
other contributors managed
to raise a very impressive,
and record-breaking amount
in excess of £1800. This is

a remarkable achievement
that exemplifies the

fantastic commitment of
our students.
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CLEARING SNOW FOR THE ELDERLY AND DISABLED
Dear Sir,
The elderly people
in Hopelands Court
Heighington have an
average age of 80 yet no
effort has been made to
clear the paths so that
neighbours can visit each
other in case they need
help. If there were to be an

emergency an ambulance
could not get down. As
resident’s cars are scattered
all around the road to the
front of the building. It is
is a disgrace and although
passable for some cars is
very dangerous.
We realise the Council
workers cannot be

everywhere at once
however you would think
the Parish Council would
place some priority for
the elderly as I understand
these conditions are worse
than anything we have had
for many years.
J. M. Gowland
Hopelands Court

Newton Aycliff
Aycliffe
AYCLIFFE FRAMERS
Telephone: 01325 321280
Framers and Special Gifts

COFFEE PRONTO
Telephone: 01325 312121
Cafe serving Meals all Day

All the shops, staff and the Town Centre Management in
Newton Aycliffe Town Centre would like to wish everyone
a very, very merry Christmas. To help you celebrate we are
offering one lucky reader the chance to win £250 which can
be spent in any of our many shops here in the centre.
All you have to do to win is locate one “Christmas Gold Star”
hidden somewhere around the town centre, fill in the “Find
the Christmas Golden Star” leaflet and return to: Newton
News Office, Taylors Newsagents, Town Centre Management
Office by midday on Wednesday 22nd December 2010. The
Mayor of Great Aycliffe, Councillor Dorothy Bowman will
then draw the winner on Thursday 23rd December. Good
luck to everyone and have a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year from Newton Aycliffe Town Centre.

STEPHEN RUSSEL HAIR DESIGN
Telephone: 01325 311681
Ladies and Gents Hairdresser

BOOTS THE CHEMIST
Telephone: 01325 300355
Chemists

JULIES PETS
Telephone: 01325 317237
For all your Pet Supplies

BON MARCHE
Telephone: 01325 319544
Clothing Retailers

GREGGS THE BAKERS
Telephone: 01325 316075
Baked Goods, Sandwiches and Snacks

W. BOYES & CO. LTD
Telephone: 01325 301360
General Supplies

CARVERS ESTATE AGENTS
Telephone: 01325 320676
Estate Agents

CARD FACTORY
Telephone: 01325 321611
Greeting Card Retailer

VC CARPETS & BLINDS
Telephone: 01325 311361
Carpets, Blinds and Soft Furnishings

CHEQUE CENTRE
Telephone: 01325 327160
Cheque Advance and Bureau de Change

SAVERS
Telephone: 01325 300988
General Supplies

HAYS TRAVEL
Telephone: 01325 320611
Travel Agents

S&S Hair Design
Telephone: 01325 300446
Ladies and Gents Hairdressing

MY GAMEBOX
Telephone: 01325 321597
Computer Gaming Suppliers

ALLIANCE PHARMACY
Telephone: 01325 313505
Chemists

NEW
NEWTON
A
TOWN C
TO
C
CHRIS
COMPE

FIND A
GOLD ST
YOU COU
A £250 V

There is a single gold star in a
Aycliffe Town Centre. In orde
win a £250.00 shopping vou
and hand your entry into Tay
Management Office or Newto
Closing date: Wednesday 22

1st Location ..........................

Name ...................................

Address ...............................

Telephone ............................

You can also enter online a

See terms and conditions

Sponso

Town Centre

Newton Pre
Pre

TERM AND C

RAMSDENS
Telephone: 01325 308866
Pawn Broker and Jewellers

EF McMAHON
Telephone: 01325 313610
Fruit and Vegetable Supplies

PEACOCKS
Telephone: 01325 304200
Clothing Retailer

POST OFFICE
Telephone: 01325 314927
General Post Office Supplies

1. Not open to anyone under th
2. Can only be spent in the to
page, cannot be used in the Th
3. Cannot be used to purcha
Gambling.
4. No cash equivalent available
5. Management retain the rig
any time.
6. If the “Star” is not found, the
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AYCLIFFE FC CAN’T BE PROMOTED Young People’s Centre AGNEW CENTRE NEWS
WITHOUT ANOTHER £10,000 STAND Nears Completion
Aycliffe Manager Allan
Oliver has issued a plea to
local businesses to support a
fundraising effort for a new
stand. Aycliffe are currently
four points clear at the top of
the Northern League second
division, but will not be able
to step up to the first division
without further ground
developments.
They have to raise £10,000
to fund another new stand
if they’re to achieve their
ambition of winning promotion
this season, but they have only
four months to do it.
Oliver said: “We set out to
improve on last season’s
ninth-placed finish but after
adding to the squad with some
quality players we’re enjoying
a better season than we’d
envisaged.
“We’re not counting our
chickens and there’s still a

long way to go yet, but if
we finish in the top three at
the end of the season we’ll
automatically go up, and it
would be foolish of us not to
make provisions for that.
“It would be a crying shame
if we were to finish in a
promotion place and not be
able to go up because of our
ground, which we think is
one of the best settings in
the Northern League and is
certainly our biggest asset.
“We need to raise an additional
£10,000 by the end of March
next year so we’re appealing
to all our fans and the business
community to get behind what
will need to be one huge joint
effort.”
In line with strict ground
grading rules set out by the
National Football Association,
a club must have covered
accommodation for at least
200 spectators, of which 100
must be seated, to play football
in the Northern League’s first
division.
With their 113-seater stand
already in place, Aycliffe
must erect a terraced stand to
accommodate 100 standing
spectators before the deadline
of March 31 next year.
Aycliffe are launching a
new development fund to
help reach their target, with
a number of fundraising
initiatives planned, aside from
their week-to-week running
costs.
More than £30,000 has been

spent on ground developments
in the last year, the majority
donated by Aycliffe Sports
Club. That’s on top of the
original £320,000 spent to
redevelop the ground in the
first place, provided by grants
from the LIP Fund and the
Football Foundation.
The £10,000 quote for a
second stand is the cheapest
of two quotes. Aycliffe are
asking fans and businesses
to help through advertising,
sponsorship, donations
and events, while bucket
collections are also being
planned for home games at
Moore Lane.
Anyone who’d like to help the
club, or to make a donation,
can contact Secretary Steve
Cunliffe on 07872 985501 or
email stecunliffe@aol.com
Aycliffe aren’t expected to
play another game for a while
yet due to the snow. They were
due to entertain Thornaby at
home this weekend and go to
Whickham next Saturday, but
both games remain seriously
in doubt.
Fans will be updated via the
usual channels: the club’s
official website, facebook,
their free SMS text service
and nonleaguezone.com
www.newtonaycliffefc.co.uk

Xmas Civic
Service
The Mayor of Great
Aycliffe, Councillor Mrs.
Dorothy Bowman, will host
a Civic Carol Service on
Sunday, 19th December
2010 in St. Clare’s Church,
St. Cuthberts Way, Newton
Aycliffe, at 6.00 p.m.
The Service will be attended
by Civic Dignitaries from
the surrounding areas and
Councillor Mrs. Bowman
would also like to cordially
invite members of the public
to join her in this celebration
of Christmas.
Refreshments will be
available in the Church Hall
following the service.

Two Christmas FREE tasters for Early Years Drama
sessions by DEBUTOTS will take place on the Wednesday
15th December at 10am to 11am for the 6 months to 2
years and on the Thursday 16th December at 1-30pm to
2-30pm for the 3 to 4 years olds.
To book your place on either or both then ring Tara or
Paul on 01325 317380 or 07976 674 934.
For those booking a place for a regular place starting in
January on the Taster Day will receive a special rate.
Two special volunteers who live in Morrison Close have
shifted over 3 tons of bricks, stones and general rubbish
from our site into a skip, saving the Centre in the region
of £150. A big thank you from all at the Centre goes to
Glen Causer and Andrew Mitchie.

Cllr Claire Vasey was on
hand to put in place the
last piece of the roof on the
new state-of-the-art secure
services building for young
people at Aycliffe.
In a ‘topping out’ ceremony
the Councillor joined young
people, architects and
Durham County Council
officers at the new building,
due for completion in May
next year, where she sealed
the last part of the roof to
make it waterproof.
Youngsters housed at the
current facility chose a
selection of their favourite
food, made a DVD about
their day-to-day life at the
centre and chose a selection
of recent local events, such
as footage of the snow, to
place in a time capsule to
give future generations an
idea of life in 2010.
Cllr Vasey, portfolio holder
for children and young
people, said: “It’s a fantastic
honour to be able to say I put
in place the last part of the
roof on this wonderful stateof-the-art facility which will
benefit young people for

sbh on Santa Fun Run

Jodie Robson (Bullock), Lesley Baxter, Karen Gibson, Peter
Camp and Sue Walls along with Cana and Lucy.
On Sunday 5th December four employees from the financial services
section of Sedgefield Borough Homes (sbh) and Jodie Robson from
Bullock braved the snow and ice to join in the fun to raise money for
the Butterwick Hospice in Bishop Auckland. Over 200 adults and
children dressed up as santa, including dogs, ran or walked twice
around the lake at Sedgefield’s Hardwick Park.
Peter Camp ran the route in an impressive time of 15 mins and came
3rd. Karen, Sue, Lesley and Jodie took a less energetic stroll around
the lake. Lesley’s dog Cana and Sue’s dog Lucy also joined in the
fun. Lesley Baxter from sbh said “It was a great day and enjoyed
by all. I can’t wait till next year.”

years to come.”
The build is due to be
handed over in May and the
first young people will be
accommodated in August.
It will hold forty two
youngsters and comprises
four “standard” house units,
a high dependency unit for
drug detoxification and other
severe problems, and a “stepdown” or “leaving care” unit
for young people about to
become independent. The
build is the only one of its
kind in England, and is stateof-the-art.
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A HAIRY WAY TO FUNDRAISE County Council Festive Opening Times

Employees at the 3M site at Aycliffe have collected around £2,000 for charity in a hairraising way.
They took part in “Movember”, the month-long worldwide moustache-growing challenge
to increase awareness of prostate cancer and bring in additional funds to help fight it.
Ten men at the Heighington Lane site – which makes respirators for worker safety – were
sponsored not to shave their upper lips for the month and their efforts were boosted by the
support of colleagues who organised fundraising events for the Prostate Cancer Charity.
3M moustache growers and supporters - (left to right): Hanna Seaver, Paul Dobson, Stephanie
Heaviside, Phil Bouic, James Townsend, Fraser Shearer, Ben Smith and Donna Gowland
with Peter Lee in the front.

Durham County Council is advising residents of changes to
opening times during Christmas and New Year.
Main civic centres and customer access points will be closed
from 2pm on Christmas Eve until 8.30am on Wednesday, 29
December, and from 2pm on New Year’s Eve until Tuesday,
4 January.
Offices will be open as normal from 8.30am to 5pm on
Wednesday, 29 and Thursday, 30 December.
In the event of an emergency outside office hours, residents
should call the following numbers:
Main switchboard
0300 123 7070
(an answering machine will offer a range of options)
Social Care Direct
0845 8 50 50 10
(call this number for any child safety, social care or welfare
concerns)
Highways Action Line
0191 370 6000
Residents can also sign up for updates on changes to services
and severe weather warnings via Twitter by following
@DurhamCouncil.
Other council services will be open as follows:
Social Care offices
Closed from 4.30pm on Christmas Eve until 8.30am on
Wednesday, 29 December.
Closed from 4.30pm on New Year’s Eve until 8.30am on
Tuesday, 4 January.
Green Lane, Spennymoor, will close at 2pm on both
Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve but telephone support
will be available in case of emergency.
Welfare Rights and Macmillan advice lines
Closed from 3pm on Christmas Eve until Wednesday, 29

New Beginners Course

Trophy winners from Isle of Man Karate Federation
Annual Competition.

Newton Aycliffe Karate
Club is based at Neville
Parade Community Centre
and has been established for
over 30 years with five Black
Belt Senior Instructors, each
with over 25 years of martial
arts experience.

The club practices AnshinRyu Karate, which is WadoRyu based and offers both
an effective form of self
defence and an enjoyable
way of keeping fit.
The club welcomes students
of all ages and abilities from
7 years upwards. Training is
Tuesdays 7pm until 8.30pm
and Sundays 11.30am to
1pm. Sessions are a very
reasonable £2 for children
(Up to 17 years) and Adults
£2.50. Yearly membership
is £15, which includes
insurance and registration
with the Federation, with
clubs throughout the North
of England.
The New Year’s Beginners
Course starts Tuesday
12th January 2011. First
lesson is free, with three
monthly belt gradings.For
further information email
naanshinryu@o2.co.uk or
contact Andy on 07999
501 379. Also check
out our website www.
n e w t o n a y c l i ff e a n s h i n ryukarateclub.blogspot.
com or Facebook – Newton
Aycliffe Karate Club.

Xmas Singalong
St. Andrew’s Church
Aycliffe Village will hold
a Sing-along in the Village
Hall on Monday December
13th at 7pm. Carols and
Entertainment, Coffee and
Mince Pies - Do join us.

December.
Closed from 3pm on New Year’s Eve until Tuesday, 4
January.
An advice line providing helpful numbers will be available
outside these times.
Leisure Centres
Closed from 4pm on Christmas Eve until Wednesday, 29
December and closed from 4pm on New Year’s Eve until
Sunday, 2 January.
All centres will be closed on Monday, 3 January and will
reopen on Tuesday, 4 January.
Museums, Galleries and Theatres
Locomotion: The National Railway Museum at Shildon
Closed from 4pm on Tuesday, 21 December until 10am on
Tuesday, 4 January.
DLI Museum and Durham Art Gallery
Closed Christmas Eve and Christmas Day only. Open from
10am until 4pm every other day, with free entry on Boxing
Day and New Year’s Day.
Gala Theatre, Durham
Closed on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day only.
Opening times vary on other days. For more information
visit www.galadurham.co.uk
Bishop Auckland Town Hall
Closed from 1pm on Christmas Eve until 10am on Tuesday,
4 January.
Durham County Record Office
Closed from Friday, 17 December to Tuesday, 4 January.
Killhope, the North of England lead Mining Museum and
Binchester Roman Fort are currently closed for the winter,
other than for pre-booked events.
Libraries: Early closing on Christmas Eve.
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Plumbing

Roofing
Darlington FC are offering
the perfect Christmas
present for fans this year
with a cut-price half-season
ticket.
The 11-game offer, which
begins with the visit of
promotion rivals Fleetwood
Town on Boxing Day, enables
supporters to make significant
savings on match tickets.
“The second half of this season
is going to be crucial,” said
Quakers boss Mark Cooper.
“Having more fans inside the
Arena getting behind the lads
will have a massive effect
and I can’t stress enough how
appreciated it would be by the
players, and how important
it could be. Our fans have a
huge, huge part to play. They
could hold the key to this club
getting back to the Football
League. Let’s do it together.”
D a r l o ’ s 11 - g a m e t i c k e t
includes massive home games
against Wimbledon, York,
Mansfield and Rushden &
Diamonds, as well as the
visits of Fleetwood, Barrow,
Kettering, Eastbourne
Borough, Cambridge United,
Altrincham and Bath City.
An adult XI-game ticket costs

just £144, which works out at
just over £13 per match and
represents a total saving of
£54 if paying match-by-match
at the 11 remaining home
games.
The Over-60s ticket is £90 (£8
per match, saving £42) and the
Under-16s ticket is £45 (£4 per
match, saving £10). The Ron
Greener adult ticket is £171,
Ron Greener Over 60s £117
and the Ron Greener U-16s
is just £72.
Managing Director Graham
F o r d y a d d e d : “ We ’ v e
maintained the value of the
original season ticket while
also making the half ticket
an attractive option and, at
the end of the day, all of the
money will go towards the
manager’s budget so we can
make a strong push for the
play-off places in the second
half of the season.”
Fans have until Friday
December 24 to take advantage
of the prices. Matchday prices
at the Arena are £18 adults,
£12 concessions and £5 under16s and under-10s. The half
season ticket is available from
the club now, or call the ticket
office on 0871 855 1883.

J. WATSON

Property Services

We specialise in Flat Roof Replacement and
Flat to Pitch Roof Conversions
Chimney Stacks - Slating - Ridge Tiles Replaced - Tiling - Flat Roofs
Pointing - UPVC Facias and Soffits - Guttering - Leadwork
Storm Damage - Velux Windows - Recommendations Available

For a Free Estimate Contact James Watson

01325 486099 - or 07799 426110
wwww.1stcalljwps.co.uk

JOHNSTONE’S ROOFING
All roof work undertaken.
Repointing, chimney repairs, soffits, fascias & guttering,
insurance work, storm damage. FREE ESTIMATES.
Competitive rates, all work guaranteed.
Co. Reg. 3994971, VAT Reg. 830806639.

Tel 01325 319842, 07970 201841 or 07907 432389

WEAR VALLEY PLASTICS & ROOFING New roof or repairs,
fascias, soffits, guttering at unbelievable prices. EPDM rubber flat
roof or liquid plastic flat roof all with 20 year guarantee. Tel 0808
155 9867. wearvalleyplastics.co.uk, wearvalley@aol.com

Decorating

Joinery

Iron / Steel

Telecom

Locksmiths
SHILDON Locksmiths, &
UPVC Repairs. Tel 07748
044808

TELEPHONE MAN, Dave
Bowes. Extensions fitted for
phones, Sky, Broadband and
internet. Extension lines moved
and repaired. All jobs only £40
each. 01388 833828
MOBILE phones unlocked
and repaired. GSM Telecom
Tel 01325 319405 or 07792
492584

LAMBTON
JOINERY
Kitchen and bedrooms fitted,
doors, skirting, dado rails,
laminate floors, general joinery.
No job too small. Call for free
estimates. Tel 07858 755437

STEVE HUTCHINSON Painter and Decorator. over 28
years experience, reasonable rates, no job too small. Call
today for a free estimate: 01325 483697 or 07745 037 754
C. A. PLASTERERS all plastering work, artex skimmed, small
jobs, free estimates, 01388 721 206
DRAGON DECORATORS All aspects of interior and exterior
decorating, including themed rooms. Over 15 years experience.
No job too small. Tel 319 371 or 07952 364 426
PAINTER and decorator, over 30 years experience, free
estimates. Tel Steve Pearson on 319862 & 07896 917 880
A&T TILING Wall and floor tiling, professional service
at competitive rates. Free estimates. Tony 07858 755 437
A.N. PLASTERING Coving. Rendering, artexing, old lime
plastering. Free estimates. Tel. 07706 467 954
RMC PLASTERING For a free pricing service and expert
advice, call 07766 021 694 T.J. DECORATING For free
estimates call Tommy, 01325 316 824 or 07901 632 953
G.B. Plastering, coving, rendering, artexing, free estimates Tel
07786 121 686.
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PACT Meeting
A PACT meeting will be held
in Neville Parade Methodist
Church Hall. Thursday 16th
December 2010 at 6-30pm
to 7-30pm. Information on
the Neighbourhood Watch
scheme can also be obtained
at this meeting.

Removals

Half Price
for Members

Home Services
CARPET FITTER, vinyl
and wood flooring specialist.
Contact Richard on 307 935
or 07946 435 177
JACKY’S
Housework
Services. All housework
considered. Competitive Rates.
Tel 01388 609 266 or 07593
400 360
AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
Services Carpets, upholstery,
leather care, drives, paths,
patios, decking, guttering
cleared, roofs. Domestic and
Commercial. Equipment for
Hire. Fully Insured. Tel 01325
327 087 or 07895 697 115
SEWING alterations, 30 years
experience. Call Mary 301 979
LIZ’S IRONING, free
collection and drop off next
day. Smoke and pet free
home. 324 978 or 07866 265
829

The sale of products from the
Gardens Guild Hut which is
closing down, is on Sunday
12th December from 10am
till 12 noon.
Membership cards must be
produced. All stock is half
price with a limit of two of
each item per purchaser.

Plans
HOUSE PLANS, Extensions
and Alterations Tel: 01325
300646 Mobile 07795 965670

FREE QUOTES from Part P/
NICEIC registered electrician
with 20 years experience.
Domestic or commercial, full
or part rewires, sockets, lights,
fuse boards, cookers, showers,
Landlord inspections and more.
Call Simon on 07866 266 657
or 313330 - all areas covered
HS ELECTRICAL All work
to BS7671, PAT testing 2377
qualified, free estimates. Part P
Approved. Tel 07954 742658

Gardening

TELEPHONE:
01325 301840
ACORN REMOVALS Full
house, part load or single items,
local and national, Storage
available. Tel: 300557 or 0777
989 0006 www.acorn-removals.
com
“U”
STORE
containers,
domestic and industrial storage
317716, 07850 646 355
MOVING A THING? Call
Phil from £9.50ph. 321084 or
07790 509925
BELL HAULAGE Single
Items - Light Deliveries. Local,
National, International Very
Competitive Rates. All goods
fully insured. Tel: 314647 or
07970 926818

HARRY
THOMPSON
Fences made to order, repair
service, hedges removed.
Free estimates Tel 316 572 or
07713 257 929
HIGHSIDE Road Nursery
Heighington. Fencing Panels:
6’x6’ £12, 6’x5’ £11, 6’x4’
£10, 6’x3’ £9. Trellis 6’x4’ £7,
6’x3’ £5.50, 6’x2’ £4, 6’x1’
£2.50. Tel 316 487 or 07809
028 310
MARTIN SHIRES garden
Landscaping Services Block
Paving Specialists. Fencing,
Decking,
Patios,
Walls,
Turfing, Hedges. Quality
guaranteed work. Tel 321 891
ALPINE
LANDSCAPES.
Patios, Driveways, Fencing,
Decking, Gravel, Turfing,
Walls. All work guaranteed.
16
years
experience,
professional advice. www.
alpinelandscapes.co.uk
contact Alan on 01325 310
128 or 07974 710 351
J . W. N O R T H E x t e r i o r
Maintenance (JWNEM).
Snow Clearing from £10.
Gardening / Fencing / Decking
/ Paving / Brickwork / Property
Maintenance. 304206 / 07950
672 689
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Builders
BILL LOWERY (Builder). Brick laying, plastering, joinery etc.
No job too small. Tel 01325 311 225
ROCKSALT now on sale at Eldon Hope Building Materials. Tel
07966 067522

T.V. and Video
Driving School

NEWTON NEWS
NEWTON NEWS is published and
printed by Newton Press, which was
established in 1959 and incorporates
“The Newtonian”. Visit the on-line
version at www.newtonnews.co.uk
DISCLAIMER Newton News
cannot be held responsible for
advertisers offering goods or
services. As a general rule we would
advise anyone NOT to part with
any money until the order has been
completed to your full satisfaction,
if you are still not satisfied contact
Trading Standards on 0845 040506.
All information is correct, to the
best of our knowledge, at the time
of printing. Newton News accepts
articles in good faith and takes
no responsibility for errors and/or
omissions.

Graham Price
School of Motoring

Aycliffe 311577
Gift Vouchers Available

SHARON’S Driving School.
Local, friendly instructor, competitve rates, block bookings,
Christmas vouchers available.
Tel 315299 or 07858 751001

For all your print requirements

Newton Press 300212
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Christmas
Wishes

Accommodation
Wanted

LOVELASS Michael and Pam
wish their dear friends and
neighbours all the blessings of
Christmas and good health for
2011

HOUSE SHARE or room only
wanted. Non smoker, full time
job. Tel 07956 107595

Clairvoyance
BLUEBELL FAIRY, Private
readings for groups or singles.
Tel 07908 024 424

Personal

Exchange
FROM 3 bedroom semi, old
part of town TO 2 bedroom,
Bede Crescent or Cumby Road
area. Tel 07765 028700

Chiropody

Holiday

Births

FLORIDA VILLA now
booking for 2011. Sleeps 8,
close to all attractions. www.
villaflorida.biz or call 300 212
(M-F, 9-5pm)
FLORIDA VILLA Disney,
sleeps 8/10, pool, spa, games
room, visit www.florida-villa2-rent.com or call 320 409

TAYLOR Paul and Heather
are proud to announce the
birth of their first Grandchild
on 28th November 2010.
“Felicity Alexandra”. Well
done Laura and Alexander. She
is beautiful

Weddings

HOUSE SHARE. Aycliffe
Village Green, own living
room, large bedroom, shared
kitchen/bathroom,
rear
garden. Ring for details 07798
860 593
2 BEDROOM house to let
in Shildon, central heating,
double glazing, close to shops.
Tel 07798 860593
2 BEDROOM to let,
unfurnished
house
in
Woodham Lea. No pets. Tel
01609 881310
2 BEDROOM house in
Shildon to rent, £85 per
week. Bond and refs required.
Suitable for young couple
with or without child. 307445
3 BEDROOM house available
for rent house on Pudsey
Walk,
Newton
Aycliffe.
Front and back gardens plus
2 conservatories. Please call
07921 214 180
3 BEDROOM modern semi
for rent in School Aycliffe,
excellent home. Special offer:
first 2 months receive a £100
discount per month. Please
call 07736 727136 for info
1 BEDROOM flat to rent,
new
bathroom,
rewired,
plastered, recent kitchen. £75
per week. Tel 07931 557330
2/3 BEDROOM house to let
in Deleval Close. Tel 07724
314498

BEAUFORDS, Daimler
limousines, Rolls Royce’s,
Mercedes and Jaguars available
for weddings, anniversaries and
special occasions. Tel 01740
620 147 (Sedgefield), 07721
771 113 or visit our website
on: www.durhamweddingcars.
co.uk

Tuition
Hairdressing
SAMARITANS - 13 Woodland
Road, Darlington. We are
here for you 24 hours a day.
Telephone 08457 90 90 90

COLOUR CUTZ The latest
technique in hair design. 07732
188090

Pets
MUSIC TUITION Guitar,
Bass and Drum Lessons in
your home. Friendly teacher,
10 years experience. Tel. Roger
321444

BOARDING KENNELS and
CATTERY (established 18
years), White House, Bolam,
Near Darlington (off A68).
Approximately 3 miles from
Heighington - 01388 832635.
DOBERWEILER Pup, 8 weeks
old, £150, excellent quality pup.
Tel 07516 470691

Computers

Public Notice

Autos

WATCH BATTERIES now
available at Taylors Newsforce
DONATIONS needed of Brica-Brac and other good condition
items for Newton Aycliffe good
causes. Ring Honest John on
316 630
RSPCA Durham and District
cats and kittens for adoption,
fee applies to cover 1st and 2nd
vaccination, also neutering and
id chip. Please Tel 311 215

DETAIL mobile valeting
service for any vehicle. Also
carpet and upholstery cleaning.
Tel 07851 523 941 or 01325
317 110

Accommodation

Clanny Road
TO LET

Quiet location
Four bedrooms
Well presented
Available immediately
Tel: 01748 821700
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SCHOOL SPORT
PARTNERSHIPS MUST
STAY, DEMANDS MP

P h i l Wi l s o n , M P f o r
Sedgefield, has called on the
Government to reverse its
decision to stop all funding
to School Sport Partnerships
after the success of the
partnership in Sedgefield
which he believes is typical
of the 450 schemes around
England.
The Government has decided
to abolish the £162 million
budget set aside for the
partnerships replacing it with
a £10 million budget to run
an inter school Olympics.
The move would see the loss
of hundreds of jobs, lead to
the collapse of the partnership
network with thousands of
children deprived of access
to sport competitions and a
healthy lifestyle.
Phil Wilson MP said: “I have
received dozens of letters from
pupils, teachers and sports
organisers who are concerned
about the Government’s
approach. Sedgefield Schools
Sports Partnership is proof the
scheme works. For example,
the number of children doing
two hours of PE and school
sport per week has increased
from 23% to 86% in the past
5 years. The number of pupils
taking part in regular intra
school has increased from
30% to 70%. The average
number of sports clubs has
increased from 3 to 12.
The success of the partnership
proves the Government has
got it wrong. The government
knows it has a problem when
pupils are writing to their MP.
I understand the Government
is reviewing its original
decision. Children up and
down the country want to
know what that means. I’ve
written to Michael Gove MP,
the Secretary of State for
Education with copies of the
letters I’ve received from

Entertainment
FORD ESCORT Flight, 5
door hatchback, red, petrol,
£600 ono. Tel 01325 308717
PEUGEOT 306LX, blue,
estate car, 1868cc, diesel. MoT
to November 17th 2011, taxed
till March 2011. Tel 07729
318640

For Sale

PAUL GITTINS DISCO For
any occasion, also Karaoke. Tel
317 666 or 07831 269 526.
FUN-n-BOUNCE Bouncy
Castles for hire with and without
slide, adult sizes available. All
parties catered for, also available
for indoor use. Tel 01325 307
445 or 07594 436 127
PROSTAR Entertainment
Disco or Karaoke for all
occasions. (Colin and Caroline
ex-Horndale Club). Tel 01325
313 322 or 07976 719 047
P R O F. N I N C O M P O O P
Children’s entertainer making
birthday parties special.
Balloons, magic and tomfoolery,
midweek discounts. Discos for
all occasions. Tel Gary on 310
646 or 07952 244 404. Website:
www.professor-nincompoop.
com

B A R G A I N B U Y S Ta k e Away Deal: new autowasher, A
energy class, full manufacturers
guarantee, £189 boxed and in
stock, ready to load into your car
boot. Tel 321 678
BRAND NEW double divan
with fully quilted mattress, can
deliver, £120. Tel 07789 113
343
TWO SEATER settee, brown
leather, good condition, £30
ono, cannot deliver. Tel 01325
321771
3 SEATER and 1 chair, blue,
£50. Tel 07816 300974
NEW SINGLE Divan bed plus
mattress, immaculate condition,
7 months old, cost £150, accept
£60. Tel 07920 585977
HOTPOINT Ice Diamond fridge
with ice box, good condition,
£30. Tel 07563 262810
CHOPPER Style bike (Rhino),
red with silver mudguards, suit
child 8-12 years, good condition,
£40. Tel 07563 262810
NEED An old domestic appliance
removing? Can’t wait for the
Council? Tel. 321 678.

Photography

Opticians

pupils asking him to save the
School Sport Partnership, not
only in Sedgefield, but around
the country.”

Situations Vacant
Getting Newtonians Back To Work

Advertise Your Vacancies FREE
Newton News are introducing a new feature for all locally
based businesses to help you get the staff needed to fill the
vacant positions.
We are offering a FREE three line advert similar to those
displayed below (for bigger sizes please call). To display your
jobs here email your details to: paul@newtonnews.co.uk
NEWTON NEWS require reliable paper deliverers to add to
our reserve list in all areas of the town. Paying from 4p per
paper (+ extra for more than 12 pages and leaflets), rounds
vary in size from 150-600. Call 300 212 today.
CAR VALETING business to rent. Have you just been
made redundant or sick of the job you have. Well established
business that has run for 2 years (full training available). For
more info or you have any questions call now 01325 520464
2 X SUPPORT WORKERS (learning disabilities in Newton
Aycliffe). 40 hours per week with 5 sleepovers a fortnight.
30½ hours per week with 8 sleepovers every four weeks.
NVQ 2/3 and a driving licence desirable. £5.95 to £6.05 per
hour plus £15 per sleepover. See www.oswaldhouse.co.uk or
ring 07973 773815 for an application pack. Over 21s only.
Closing date for applictions 20/12/2010
DRIVERS WANTED Contact Able/Novak Taxis on 01325
311111

DISTRIBUTORS WANTED
£200-£400 per month
Full or part time vacancies 18+ only
Deliver/Collect catalogues
www.majorcash4u.co.uk
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Charity Christmas Party
On Sunday, 19th December
from 2-5pm at the Jubilee
Community Centre in Shildon
a Charity Children’s Christmas
Party will take place. Come
along for a fun packed day,
bring your friends and family
along - we have loads to do,
including: facepainting, bouncy
castle, food, disco, party games
and a visit from Santa and Buzz
Lightyear.
For the adults there is a raffle

at a small cost as well as cakes
and biscuits for sale.
This is a TICKET ONLY
EVENT - £5 per child, all
proceeds go to a wonderful
charity, “The Clic Sargent”
(caring for children with
cancer).
For more information or to
book your tickets phone laura
on 07731 467 406 (limited
spaces available so book early
to avoid disapointment)

A BAD WINTERS TALE
Dear Sir,
A pensioner clears snow from the front of his bungalow taking
five hours as his partner is disabled and needs a clear way for
her wheelchair. Later, an able bodied person from up the street
park their car so the disabled pensioner cannot get parked. The
disabled woman cannnot use her wheelchair as it is in the boot
of her car which is blocked in by the other car.
Why can’t the younger person park near his house and clear his
snow away? The disabled lady missed an appointment as her car
had to be parked a long way from the house and her wheelchair
does not work in the snow.
Why are people so selfish and thoughtless? They are just lazy,
expecting others to clear snow for them to come along and take
the space.
Unhappy, Wasington Crescent

In Memoriam
REGINALD DALTON 12th December 2009. You were so
tragically taken from us into the care of our Lord a year ago. We
are so lost without you. We miss your laughter, generosity and
love. No amount of time will heal the pain that we have all felt this
year. Rest in Peace until we meet again in Heaven. Schat, Michael,
Jan, Lynne and all the family.
STEPHEN PARKER 12th December 2004. Close to my heart
you will always stay, loved and remembered every day. Love
always, Margaret xxxxx
STEPHEN PARKER 12th December 2004. If tears could make
a stairway, and memories a lane, I’d walk right up to Heaven and
bring you home again. From your loving Daughter Susan and
Grandson Shaun xxx
ENID PARKER 17th December 1995. Loving memories we
have locked in our hearts, you shall not be forgotten because we
are apart. From your loving Daughter Susan and Grandson Shaun
xxxxx
HAZEL YOUNG. It’s been three years since we lost you Mum,
it feels so long ago. I wish so much that you were still here with
us. Love you forever, Carol, Gary, Donna, Stuart, Gary-Dean and
Chantelle xxxx
LENDRUM “Terry”, 12-12-2002. Beautiful memories treasured
forever of the love and happiness we shared together. Loving
Husband John and family
JOHN GASKARTH 13th December 2001. Dad. The years are
passing fast, but our memories will forever last. Always in our
thoughts. Your loving family xxx
DICKINSON James Robert (Bob). 10th December 1991. The
special years will not return, when we were all together. But with
the love within our hearts, you will walk with us forever. Thinking
of you always. Loving Wife, Peggy and all the family xxx
RITA THOMPSON 11-12-2008. Dear Sister and Auntie. Your
presence we miss, memories we treasure, loving you always,
forgetting you never. Doris and family xxx
JOHN CASSIDY (Cass), 12-12-1987. Memories of a loving
Husband and Dad. Unseen, unheard, but always near. Still loved,
still missed and ever dear. Doris, Family and Grandchildren
xxxxxx
JOYCE MARSHALL Died 14th December 2002. A dear Wife,
Mother and Grandmother. Sadly missed, but in our hearts always.
Love, Wilf, Gary and Sue xxx
STEWART (Steve) 25/8/1961 to 14/12/2009. A year has passed
and you are missed so much. Dad and Babs
STEVE STEWART 14th December 2009. Another month,
another year, another smile, another tear, another winter, summer
too. But there will never be another you. Love you always, Mam
xxx
ALBERT ROBINSON 17th December 2003. In memory of my
loving Husband, Father, Grandad. Albert, who left our side seven
years ago. The tears in our eyes we can wipe away, but the ache
in our hearts are here to stay. Miss you always. Loving Wife,
Marjorie and family

Congratulations

Thank You
JOE ROBERTS The family
of the late Joe would like
to thank everyone for their
cards, condolences and kind
words recieved on their sad
loss. Special thanks to the
staff of Shafto House, Pease
Way Surgery and the British
Legion. Also thanks to The CoOperative Funeral Service and
the Reverend Julie Wing.
ALAN HODGSON (Big Al)
would like to say “Thank You”
to all the “AMAZING” people
who braved the weather to
turn up for his surprise 50th
on Friday 3rd. I thoroughly
enjoyed the night with excellent
friends and family from near
and far, many had travelled
from Bishop Auckland area,
Darlington,
Newcastle,
Brighouse and Liverpool. I
was completely “caught out”
(I know it was at the Cricket
Club) and did not ever imagine
this could happen to me. Very
well done Angie, Leyanne,
Joseph, Mavis, The Lads and
others who secretly organised
it all. (Over 40s presentation
my a***). Most very important
thanks also go to the bar staff
and Isabelle for the very tasty
and fantastic spread she put
on.

Birthday
Remembrance
MARGARET KELLY 12th
December. Love and miss you
so much. Paddy xxx
WENDY GRAHAM 12th
December. Happy birthday
to my lovely Wife and happy
Wedding Anniversary on 9th
December. Love and miss you
always. Love Charles xxx
WENDY GRAHAM 12th
December. Birthday wishes
sent to a special Sister. You are
always in our thoughts. Love,
Kay, Mandy and family xxx

Obituary
TEMPORARY
GRAVE MARKERS
(Also available for Pets)
Engraved, Same Day Service
Aycliffe Framers & Engravers
Telephone: 321280
GEORGE HEAVISIDE Died
suddenly on 30th November
2010. A loving Husband, Dad
and Grandad who will be sadly
missed. You’ve only just gone,
but you will always be in our
thoughts. We hope you know
how much we love you. You
made us the people we are today,
strong and compassionate. You
will always be in our hearts
and cherished forever. We
will never forget you. Love,
Margaret, Cara, Shell, John,
Kieran, Ethan and Lily xxxx
DOROTHEA
COOPER
(Dot). Died suddenly on 3rd
December
2010.
Loving
Mother to David, John, Peter
and Sharon. Funeral details to
follow in the Northern Echo
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Chris Jones

Happy 21st Birthday
12th December 2010
Chris have a great day. Lots
of Love Mam, Dad, Ryan,
Keiran, Grandad, Grandma
all Aunties and Uncles
xxxxxx
JOANNE LOUISE DOBBIN
Happy 18th birthday! Have
a lovely day. Lots of love,
Rachael, Chris and Jacob xxx
DANIEL SUFFIELD Happy
16th birthday, 11-12-2010.
Have a great day. Love from
Mam, Geoff, Amber and Uncle
Stu xxxxx
GRAHAM BURN. 15th
December.
Happy
40th
Birthday DAD. Have a great
day. Lots of love, Thomas xx
CHLOE MILLER Happy
birthday (15th December
2010). Now a teenager and still
a chatterbox! Have a lovely
day. Love you loads, Nanna
and Grandad Miller xxx
CHLOE MILLER (15th
December 2010). Teenager
at last and don’t we know it?
Lots of love, Aunty Mandy,
Uncle Gary, Darren, Danny
and Stacey xxx
CHLOE MILLER (15th
December 2010). To our Niece
on her 13th birthday. Have a
great day. Uncle Eddy, Aunty
June, Samantha, James and
Mark. Lots of love xxxxx
CHLOE
MILLER
15th
December
1997.
Happy
13th birthday to our special
Daughter. You are now a
teenager. Have a great day. We
are so proud of you. Love ya
loads, Mam and Dad
GEMMA SMITH Happy 18th
birthday sweetheart. Lots of
love, Mam, Dad and Jessica
xxx
LEIGHTON & IZZY Happy
1st birthdays on 13th and 14th
December 2010. Lots of love,
Nanna Jen and Grandad Bob
xxxx
CALUM ELLIOTT To a
special Grandson on his 21st
birthday. Have a great day. Lots
of love, Nana and Granda xxx
CAITLIN HUGHES Happy
10th birthday. Thinking of you
and love you always. Granda
and Nanna Hughes
CAITLIN HUGHES Happy
10th birthday. Miss you. Lots
of love, Dad
GEMMA SMITH Happy
18th birthday to our beautiful
Granddaughter. Love always,
Nana and Grandad xxx

Leighton Bowmer

Colin Bell - Happy 50th Birthday

Happy 1st Birthday
All our love, Mammy and
Daddy xx
Happy 1st Birthday
Brother. Loads of love,
Paige, Brooke, Lauren and
Kaci xxxxxx

Margaret Taylor
Happy birthday to my lovely Husband.
Love you loads my sweet. My love always and forever,
your loving Wife, Sharron xxxxxxx

Betty Gowling - Happy 65th Birthday

Happy 50th Birthday
14th December 2010
Lots of love from
Mick, Spen, Curt,
Jeannie and Bubbles
“Should have gone to
Specsavers”

Lewis Connor

You are the most caring and loving Wife, Mam and Grandma
in the world!
We all love you so much Bet, Booboo, Betty Boop, G’ma!!
The coffee’s are on us!
Love, hugs and kisses, Dave, Marie, Geoff, Becky, Kirsty,
Michelle, Warren, Ben and Pebbles xxxxx

Happy 1st Birthday
12th December 2010
Happy 1st birthday to our
special little man. Love
you lots and lots, Mammy,
Daddy, Abbie and Erin
xxxxx
JULIE CANE Have a great
time abroad on your 40th
birthday. Lots of love, Mum,
Dad and all the family xxx
JULIE CANE To my beautiful
Wife Jue. Happy 40th birthday.
Lots of love, Kevin xxx
JULIE CANE Happy 40th
birthday Mam. Lots of love,
Jake xxx
JULIE CANE Happy 40th
birthday Jue. Have a great
time away, lots of love, Ang,
Lee, Mike, Sam, Claire, John,
Nephews and Niece xxxxx

Joanne Dobbin

Wilf Marshall

Happy 18th Birthday
8th December 2010
Love from Mam, Anthony
and Thomas. You can go in
the pubs now!! xxxx

Happy 80th Birthday
Best wishes Dad on the 16th
December. Lots and lots of
love from Sue, Andy, Gary,
Linda and Grandchildren
xxxxxxx
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Consider the Pedestrian Planning! NATIONAL AWARD
Not That COMES TO DURHAM

Dear Sir,
It’s nice when people clear their drives so they can get their
cars out, but please don’t pile the snow on the pavements!
Please think of the pedestrians who have no car and have to
walk everywhere. Mountains of snow either side of the drive
on the pavement is a hazard. It is a selfish attitude to take
when they can shovel the snow onto their gardens. I found
a prime example of this is in Thurlow Grove.
J Johnson

Biggest in Town?

As happened last year our readers are competing for the
biggest snowman in town and this is the first entry from
Tina in Hatfield Road. Can you do any better?

You Would
Notice!

Dear Sir,
On Saturday 3rd December
I battled my way out of
Beeechfield to drive to
D a r l i n g t o n . Tr a v e l l i n g
through the Business Park via
Whinbank Road, which was
clear, I see a County Council
snowplough/gritter clearing
the level side roads.
Is this logical? From Pease
Way to Beechfield is around
250 yards with the road
dropping 50 feet and includes
three right angled corners
which have made the road
impossible to negotiate in
snow.
If the main Business Park
roads are clear workers can get
to their place of employment.
This is fine if they could get
out of their own streets!
On the following Monday
after a severe overnight frost
the roads were covered with
ice and snow. A snow plough is
seen driving down Beechfield
at 1pm. followed 15 minutes
later by another; both are
hired contract vehicles.
These, unfortunately make
little impression as the blades
bounce off the compacted
surface. The only evidence
of their passage is the deeply
indented tractor tracks, which
make the surface even more
difficult to drive across.
What is the logic behind all
this I ask myself?
Ian Cutter

C o u n t y D u r h a m Yo u t h
Offending Service (CDYOS),
has won a prestigious national
award for its work to reduce
first time entrants to the youth
justice system.
The service won the Justice
award at the Children and Young
People Now Awards 2010. The
award, now in its fifth year,
has become the gold standard
for everyone who works with
children, young people and their
families.
The Pre Reprimand Disposal
(PRD) won the Justice Award
for being the initiative that has
made the biggest contribution
to improving the chances of
young offenders or those at
risk of offending. The panel of
young judges commented that
it gave young people a chance
to improve themselves and be
proud of what they can do.
Young people who enter the
criminal justice system for lowlevel offences risk limiting their

employment chances. CDYOS
and Durham Constabulary
developed and implemented
the PRD to give young people
a second chance to avoid being
criminalised.
The programme is voluntary
and offered to young people
who would otherwise receive a
police reprimand for an offence.
With the PRD, young people are
assessed and a series of options,
including family support, is
considered.
Chief Constable Jon Stoddart
from Durham Constabulary
said: “This demonstrates that
policing is not about chasing
targets and missing the point,
but about doing the right thing
to get the right outcome.”
Introduced in May 2008, the
PRD has been incredibly
successful and has helped with
a 71 per cent reduction in first
time entrants to the youth justice
system from 1129 in 2007/8 to
324 in 2009/10.

Labour “Stitch Up”
Control of Council
Dear Sir,
When it comes to advocating
political debate John Clare
surely has more than a foot
in his mouth. If he was really
keen to carry out a debate, he
could start by allowing the
Great Aycliffe Independents
as much time as he uses to
allow an adequate response to
his speeches in Town Council
meetings. I look forward to
tracking the progress of his own
initiative to open up debates on
local politics.
In last week’s Newton News
there was an announcement of
the official registration of the
Great Aycliffe Independents
Party with the UK Electoral
Commission. Cllrs Gittins and
Hewittson opted not to join us,
so we are not responsible for
comments attributed to them.
Trying to play off Independents
against each other is a non too
subtle political tactic.
But then Labour have been
non too subtle in the past when
one Independent Councillor
turns out to be still a member
of the Labour Party; nor how
Labour wooed Independent
Councillors to either vote with
them, as mentioned in the letter
last week, or defect and join the
Labour Party.
One of the aims of the GAI is
to help clarify for voters which
Independents are acting as an
opposition. Opposition means
to oppose - not rubber stamp
Labour Party policy. Nor will
I subscribe to the comment
that “Independents do not have
the power to change a single
thing”.
I can empathise to an extent with
the way Labour have abused
their powers to stitch up control
of Town Council committees
leading to frustration for certain

people. To change that situation
requires voters to change from
apathy, to actually voting for
more Great Aycliffe Independent
Town Councillors.
But since John wishes to go
back to 2007, then readers
will surely be aware of what
happened next. Perhaps
it should be put in election
material that Labour intend to
increase Council Tax. When it
comes to making exaggerated
claims or misrepresentation in
election literature from many
comments I have heard, the
Labour Party surely excels.
Such comments by Counc Clare
bear real similarity to the “pot
calling the kettle black”.
Kenneth Stubbs,
Secretary (GAI)

