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Any Size Window (5 inch/127mm slats only)
Also straight edge roller blinds (up to 7ft wide) are
available on the above offer on selected fabrics.
Vertical & roller blinds fitted within 3 days from measuring

Telephone: (01325) 320666

All books &
samples

brought to
your home

BLINDS U.K.
VERTICAL BLINDS
2 for £60 - 3 for £89
4 for £111 - 5 for £129
6 for £153 - 7 for £177

LOVELY CHOICE OF FABRICS
Fabulous range of wood venetians, roller blinds, pleated,

roman, venetian and also curved tracks available

CONSERVATORY BLINDS SPECIALISTS
For your free no obligation estimate, telephone the number below

elachi indian restaurant
1 Upper Beveridge Walkway - DL5 4EE

Town Centre (next to Stevenrussell) 316516
Free Parking on Town Centre Rooftop Car Park

Exceptional, Contemporary Indian Cuisine
Take Away Service Available

SUNDAY & MONDAY 4 COURSE SPECIAL FOR £9.95

OPEN 7 EVENINGS A WEEK FROM 5.30pm-11.00pm
10% DISCOUNT FOR COLLECTION

Air Conditioned - Full Restaurant Licence
Seats 90 in Comfort - Party Bookings Welcome

Dear Sir,
As one of the biggest GP 
Practices in Newton Aycliffe 
we are profoundly dismayed to 
learn that Shafto House Care 
Home is being considered 
for closure as a cost cutting 
measure. We wish to strongly 
register our support for this 
excellent facility and would 
request reconsideration of this 
decision.
As GPs in this town we have 
more than 60 collective years 
experience and have never 
failed to be impressed with 

the care offered to patients at 
Shafto House. The dedication 
and professionalism of the 
staff that work there has been 
built up over many years, and 
is not something that can be 
simply transferred from one 
location to another.
Closure of this Home can only 
diminish the quality of care for 
the many elderly residents of 
this area, and we would urge 
again that this be reviewed.
Dr R Pounder, Dr A Clarke, 
Dr C Heath, Dr G Walker, Dr 
C Scott

Town Doctors Say 
Keep Shafto House

Over 100 people attended 
the Public Meeting called 
by Great Ayclffe Residents 
Association last week to 
discuss The eight County 
Councillors representing the 
town were invited, but only 
Joan Gray, Dorothy Bowman, 
Paul Gittins and Mike Dixon 
were present to listen to the 
views of residents.
Mike Dixon was the only one 
who made any effort to put the 
County case and with Peter 
Brookes a Councillor from 
Trimdon made a Presentation 
giving the Council’s facts and 
fi gures which prompted the 
closure proposal. 
The other Councillors 
observed, but kept tight lipped 
throughout the debate. It was 
thought their silence was due 
to the erroneous belief that if 
they spoke on the issue they 
would be barred from voting 
at the end of the consultation.
Chairman Syd Howarth 
thanked the two Councillors 
for bravely tackling the subject 
with an hostile audience who 
were under the impression 
that whatever the outcome of 
the consultation, the County 
Council had already made a 
decision to close Shafto House. 
The two Councillors stressed  
the decision was not made and 
it was a genuine consultation 
in which everyone should take 
part.
However people have to 
download the report and 
answer a questionnaire or 
attend an AAP Meeting for 
which they have to register. 
There was criticism that this 
would not produce a full and 
proper consultation.
The Council seem to be 
targeting those people who are 
most concerned when it should 
involve the whole town. A 
referendum with a return form 
was suggested which could 
be left at the Leisure Centre 
or other public buildings. If 
you simply asked the question 
“Should Shafto House close” 
the majority will say no! The 
answers to the loaded questions 
can be misinterpreted and 
manipulated.
Experts on the danger of 
moving elderly people from 
Care Homes had travelled 
over 250 miles to attend the 
meeting. Yvonne Hossack 
a solicitor acting for clients 
affected by local authority 
proposals gave startling facts 
on the impact and mortality of 
elderly people in care homes, 
being forced to move out. 

Other speakers including the 
Town Centre Chaplain, Pam 
Lovelass, gave impassioned 
pleas to County Councillors 
not to take this step and 
think very carefully about the 
vulnerable people and staff  
of Shafto House who will be 
affected by the closure.
One of the best suggestions 
from the meeting was that 
Shafto House become a Centre 
of Excellence for Care for the 
Elderly in Newton Aycliffe. 
In addition to permanent 
residency it could offer respite 
care, day care and other 
support services. Newton 
Aycliffe is the largest town in 
the Unitary Authority area and 
something is needed.
The Residents Association 
Committee were pleased with 
the number of people who 
turned out, satisfi ed the public 
meeting they arranged would 
attract more than the AAP 
Meeting where registration to 
attend was required.

SHOULD COUNCIL CONVERT 
SHAFTO HOUSE TO 

CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE?

Chairman Syd Howarth 
said: “We have given people 
an opportunity to hear the 
reasons behind the proposal 
and to express their opinions 
verbally. We are grateful 
to Councillors Mike Dixon 
and Peter Brookes the only 
councillors prepared to make 
the presentation. Without their 
presence other Councillors 
there would have been in a 
very diffi cult situation. The 
meeting was diffi cult enough 
to manage, but without these 
two Councillors ready to 
answer questions, it could 
have got out of hand.”
“The Association wish to 
record their thanks to Fr. 
Campion and members of St. 
Mary’s Church for the use of 
their premises. The Church 
provides a valuable service 
and is becoming a focal 
point for community action. 
Its availability as a venue, 
centrally situated, is much 
appreciated” added Syd.

TWO COUNCILLORS BRAVE 
ONSLAUGHT AT PUBLIC MEETING

Hannah Bussey aged 9, entered her fi rst ever singing 
competition at the Darlington Festival for Performing 
Arts on Saturday 6th March at Carmel RC College 
Darlington. 
The competition was open to everyone up to 12yrs old 
and she beat everyone to win fi rst place and take “The 
Philip & Isobella Bethall Trophy. Hannah sang a lovely 
version of Rodgers & Hammerstein’s song ‘My Favourite 
Things’ from ‘The Sound of Music’. 
Her proud parents Lesley and Ian believe Hannah was 
a born singer and will go far. A big thanks goes out to 
Hannah’s singing teacher Mr Lawson of School Aycliffe. 

NEWTONIAN WINS 
SINGING COMPETITION 

AT FIRST ATTEMPT
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Newton Aycliffe Spiritualist Church which has gone from 
strength to strength will celebrate it’s fourth birthday in 
June 2010.
We have an interesting programme of events planned for 
the coming months including the popular Supper with 
Spirit on March 23rd. 
Everyone is most welcome to attend our Meetings on 
a Monday evening at 7pm in the Agnew Community 
Centre.  An SLU Lyceum is held on a Tuesday evening. 
Our website is www.newtonaycliffespiritualist church.
co.uk with full details of our events. President Ann 
Marshall CSNU can be contacted on 01325 313654 www.
newtonaycliffe spiritualistchurch.co.uk with full details 
of our events.

4th BIRTHDAY FOR CHURCH

For the third year, South 
Durham Engineering & 
Manufacturing Forum 
(SDEMF) has been working 
with 5 Schools located in 
South West Durham to design 
key elements of a bespoke 
transport system for the 2012 
Olympic Village.
64, Year 9 students from 
Woodham CTC, Ferryhill 
BEC, St John’s RC 
School, Tudhoe Grange & 
Spennymoor School attended 
extracurricular sessions over a 
13 week period, commencing 
beginning of November 2009.
Industrial Mentors from 
SDEMF Member Companies 
visited the schools on a weekly 
basis to work with the students 
to design and manufacture 
fully automated transporter 
bridges and remote controlled 
vehicles. 
The aim of the Engineering 
Challenge is to promote 
careers in Engineering and 
also allow the students to 
experience the exacting 
demands of the Engineering 

Schools Engineering 
Challenge at Xcel

Dear Sir,
I was at the well-attended 
meeting in Newton 
Aycliffe on Thursday 
evening to listen to 
the presentation given 
by representatives of 
Durham County Council 
over the issue of care 
homes in the County. 
Having listened to all 
the speakers, it was 
impossible not to be 
affected by the passion 
and the anger felt by the 
people of Newton Aycliffe 
over the potential closure 
of Shafto House. 
Speaker after speaker 
emphasised the quality of 
care being offered by the 
staff working in Shafto 
House and that is what 
the debate is about; care.
This is the third time 
Shafto House has been 

COUNCIL MUST LISTEN TO THE PEOPLE
threatened by the Labour 
administration in County 
Hall and this time 
Durham County Council 
have to show that they are 
listening to the people of 
Newton Aycliffe and any 

‘consultation’ process, 
must fully address the 
understandable concerns 
of both the staff and in 
particular the residents. 
Alan Thompson
Lib Dem PPC

Newton News Appeal 
to Help Martin Walk

Martin Kpanou was struck 
down with Polio in his early 
teens. This affected his legs 
in such a way that it was not 
only very uncomfortable, but 
limited his mobility. Since 
January 2009 Martin, his 
wife Brigitte and their son 
Constantin have lived in the 
St John of God Hospital at 
Tanguieta in North Benin 
while surgeons tried to 
improve his condition.
Unfortunately they could only 
straighten one of his legs and 
amputated the other. Over the 
last year Martin has endured 
many more operations and 
will remain in Hospital until 
September 2010.
During the next six months 
he will undergo strenuous 
physio sessions to enable 
him to walk  with the aid of 
a prosthetic leg and crutches. 
This is a huge improvement 
to the situation that Martin 
was in before his operation, 
only able to move around 
in a wheelchair (with his 
legs sticking forward and 
backward) or shuffling along 
the ground with his hands or 
on a skate board.
Before entering the hospital 
at Tanguieta, Martin was 
enrolled in a Government run 
College for Disabled adults in 
Benin. Martin was taught to 
weave on a traditional loom 
to run his own business. 
On completion of his one year 
residential course, Martin 
and other residents were 
presented with the equipment 
needed to continue their 
chosen career in the local 
community, with the college 
acting as a co-operative 
for the sale of goods they 
manufactured, sold at a fair 
price to the general public.
Because Martin has been 
in hospital for the last 12 
months and been unable to 

work his hospital bill has 
been steadily growing. The 
overall cost of Martin’s 
operations, physiotherapy 
and accommodation whilst 
in hospital is approximately 
£10,000. The West Africa 
Trust have a few benefactors 
who are willing to put so 
much towards the expense, 
but we do have a shortfall 
and ask for your help in 
completing this worthy 
cause. Any amount would be 
welcome and 100% of your 
donation is guaranteed to go 
to Martin’s welfare.
Over the next few months 
Newton News and the 
West Africa Trust will 
keep readers up-dated on 
Martin’s progress.

I/we would like to donate £ ............................ to Martin’s 
hospital expense.

We are UK taxpayers and wish to Gift Aid 

Name ........................................................................................

Address ....................................................................................

....................................................................................
Please send your donation to Newton Press, St. Cuthberts 
Way, cheques made payable to “West Africa Trust”

and Manufacturing sector. 
By working closely with 
the Industrial Mentors, 
the students were able to 
experience many different 
aspects of Engineering such 
as Design, Electronics and 
Fabrication.
The Grand Final was held on 
the 2nd March at the new Xcel 
Conferencing Centre and was 
a huge success. Judges’ from 
SDEMF Member Companies 
gave expert opinion on the 
teams work to determine the 
winning school.
The fi nal result was extremely 
close with St Johns retaining 
their title and only just beating 
Woodham to fi rst place by 20 
points, closely followed by 
Spennymoor/Tudhoe in 3rd 
and Ferryhill in 4th.
The students thoroughly 
enjoyed the competition 
having learned new skills, 
made new friends but 
most importantly equipped 
themselves with ideas to help 
them make informed decisions 
about their futures.
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Family Receive Military 
Badge from M.P.

M.P. Phil Wilson applied for 
the Normandy Bar on behalf 
of Veteran Reg Dalton wife of 
current Mayor Mary.
Unfortuately Reg died 
suddenly two days later, just 
before Christmas. It was a 
great shock to everyone, but 
Mary with great courage 
continued her Mayoral duties 
with Michael taking his 
Father’s role as Consort. 
Proudly Mary and Michael 
received the medal recently 
when Phil Wilson visited their 
home to present the special 
badge to commemorate Reg’s 
part as a Tank Driver in the 
Normandy Landings.
It was in a liberated Dutch 
village that Reg fi rst met 
Mary in 1944. “Mary said: 
“He stopped his tank near our 
house so we asked him in for 
coffee and a meal. I met him 

every day for about three 
weeks and when he left he said 
he would be writing.” 
The romance blossomed 
and the couple married in 
Sowerby, North Yorkshire, 
where Reg lived. They started 
their married life together 
in Thirsk and retired to live 
in Newton Aycliffe in 1999, 
close to Michael.
“He was very proud of his 
military past and we were very 
proud of him.”  said Mary.
Michael added: “I was 
honoured to wear his medals 
at his funeral and I will be very 
proud to wear the Normandy 
Bar on his behalf. I’m sure my 
brother, Jan, would be too.”

Megan 
Needs Votes 

for Teen  
Queen

Megan Harrison (14) was 
spotted by Model Academy 
“Fresh” while on a school 
trip to Birmingham last 
December. She was 
entered in a competition 
and has made it through to 
the fi nals.
You can see her with the 
other fi nalists on the Miss 
Fresh Teen website for the 
second heat. The experience 
has interested Megan in a 
modelling career when she 
leaves school and we wish 
her well.
You can vote for her on 
your landline 0901 331200 
adding her number ‘16’ for 
a cost of 50p. You can also 
text your vote.

The Rotary Club welcomed Joe Reid  into membership at 
their meeting this week. Joe is a well known businessman 
on the town, running On Tap Plumbing. He is shown here 
with the President Jean Thompson after his induction..

NEW ROTARY MEMBER

Dear Sir,
I read with interest the article 
reminding Councillors on ‘The 
rules on ‘predetermination’ 
which result in the need to 
exclude from the decision 
making process any member 
who has demonstrated that 
they have reached a fi rm 
conclusion before the relevant 
meeting’. 
Whilst understanding the 
concerns of those who see this 
as a gagging order I would 
like your confi rmation that 
Councillor Mike Dixon will 
be excluded from the process 

OPEN LETTER TO THE 
COUNTY COUNCIL

given that I believe his letter 
published in the Newton News 
of 12th February 2010 clearly 
demonstrates his belief that 
that Shafto House should 
close.
The article also refers to 
presentations being made 
at Area Action Partnerships 
Meetings - surely if these 
presentations are part of the 
consultation process they 
should be open public meetings 
and be widely advertised 
and accessible to all. I look 
forward to your response
Maureen Osborn

Young Thespians aged 8 to 11 
years take to the stage for their 
fi rst ever musical, at the Civic 
Hall, Shildon later this month. 
C.A.T.S. Youth Theatre group 
present “The Disney Show” 
on Thursday, Friday, 25th, 
26th March, 7.30pm, with one 
fi nal performance Sunday 28th 
March at 2pm.
A spokesperson for the group 
said “The young people have 
worked very hard over the 
last 3 months creating this 
show, their fi rst musical, which 
has all the Disney songs and 
characters in it, like, Snow 
White, Mary Poppins, Aladdin, 
Hannah Montanna, Cinderella, 
and many more.
Amongst the cast of 43, are 
local girls and boys from 
Newton Aycliffe, Hannah 
Day, Courtney Fawcett, Aidan 
Robson, Madalyn Patrick, 
Alysha Patis, Amy Cooper, 
Andrew Stone, and Emily 
Lee”. Tickets are priced £4 
Adults, £2-50 Children and 
Concessions, and can be pre-
booked by ringing 01388   
774838. www.cats-theatre.
co.uk

DISNEY 
COMES TO 
SHILDON
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On Thursday March 4th over 200 Woodham 
students celebrated excellent mid-year 
success in a special assembly. Students are 
assessed three times a year in three categories:  
attainment, effort and behaviour. To be invited 
to the rewards assembly students must have 
excellent results in at least one of these areas.
32 students received a special Gold Award for 
outstanding achievement in all three categories. 

Woodham Celebrates Achievement

Congratulations must go to these students.
A special mention must be made to Cameron 
Staughan who not only achieved a Gold Award 
but was also presented with a certifi cate for 
100% attendance.
All of the students enjoyed the lesson off 
timetable to attend the rewards assembly and to 
enjoy light refreshments following the assembly. 
Well done to all.

Dear Sir,
I hope you will be able to 
help me promote a fabulous 
fundraising event I am 
organising with the help and 
support of all the Staff at the 
Leisure Centre.
I am a fi rst-generation 
Newtonian and have lived 
here most of my life.
I trained as a Nurse in 
Durham and then spent a 
short time in Africa (hence 
my long-standing interest 
in the Clean Water project) 

before working for a 
National Charity supporting 
Families affected by Spina 
Bifi da and Hydrocephalus
I was diagnosed with MS in 
1987 and as the disease has 
progressed so my need to use 
a wheelchair has increased. 
But one thing I discovered 
was, that despite having no 
function in my legs . . . I 
could still swim!
Over recent years the Staff at 
the Leisure Centre have been 
really supportive and helpful 
each and every time I go for 
a swim. They are a credit to 
Newton Aycliffe.
Together we have organised 
a Swimathon to take place 
from midday on the 24th 
March – midday 25th.
Just about every member 
of Staff has signed up to 
support this event – as well 
as raise sponsorship for 
a  Tearfund Clean Water 
Project in Uganda.
I have rallied a Team of 
Friends from far and wide to 
take part too . . . so all in all 
we will raise the profi le of 
the Leisure Centre . . . and 
the Good Folks of Newton 
Aycliffe as they donate and 
sponsor us.
We will be raising money 
from a water-based event for 
a water-based need!
The Newton Aycliffe  motto 
‘from little acorns mighty 
oaks will grow’ seems to be 

SANDRA’S WATER-BASED EVENT 
FOR A WATER-BASED NEED

happening here as this little 
‘acorn’ of an idea is already 
gathering momentum. The 
Staff and I have already 
raised almost £400 since the 
launch of the event!
Thank you in anticipation of 
your help
Kindest Regards
Sandra Wheatley

Dear Sir,
It would appear I have my dates jumbled up for the 
Dana visit – The actual date is Thursday May 6th and 
not Thursday May 10th at the Civic Hall, Shildon.
Rev Graham Morgan
Superintendent Minister

WRONG DATE FOR DANA

Dear Sir,
The Council Offi cers saying 
that £39 million is required 
to bring the care homes up 
to standard have their sums 
wrong.  This fi gure only refers 
to new build homes.  
Those already in place may 
need some modernisation and 
maintenance but this is nearer 
£15 million in total and there 
is already some £5½ million in 
funds for this.  
Spread this over several years 
and seven homes and the fi gure 
is insignifi cant compared 
with the Council’s £6 billion 
budget.
 Why are the physical and 
mental effects of the proposals 
on closure being ignored 
when the work of Prof. Jolley 
and Dr. Dalley were quoted 
at the Residents Meeting and 
are readily available on the 
internet? 
Are the councillors aware 
that in accepting the council 
offi cers’ proposals they are 
signing death warrants for a 
number of our most vulnerable 
elderly?
Why does the County Council  

LIES, DAMNED LIES 
AND STATISTICS

not come clean about care in 
the community when Simon 
Henig, unsuccesfully tried 
to prevent the county’s name 
appearing on a letter to the 
government, printed in the 
Times and reported in both the 
Northern Echo and Newcastle 
Journal on Friday 12th. 
February, 2010 stating that the 
plans, still given in great detail 
in the presentation, were both 
“Unclear and unfunded”?
If it is to take a large increase 
in Council Tax to pay for 
these grandiose schemes why 
change a succesful system?
Here is an opportunity for 
Councillor Mike Dixon to 
retain some creditability.  You 
have been mis-informed by 
Council Offi cers so now is the 
time to support your electorate 
and persuade your fellow 
councillors that the proposals 
are terminally fl awed and need 
to be rejected without further 
unnecessary expenditure to 
the Council Tax payers on 
whom you and your fellow 
councillors rely at the next 
election.
George M. Dutch
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SIMPSONS SHOE REPAIRS
**  Award Winning Shoe Repairs  **

WE ALSO OFFER:
Key Cutting - Trophy Supplies - Engraving

Watch Battery Replacement
Established over 50 years

TELEPHONE: 01388 77 77 09
24 Church Street, Shildon

DARLINGTON have revealed their new home 
and away kits for next season, as voted for by 
supporters. The club offered fans the chance to 
vote for the 2010-11 strips by giving them two 
options for each.
The club received more than a thousand votes 
all together – by post, email and text – and the 
winning designs were unveiled at the Question of 
Sport fans’ night at the Northern Echo Arena.
Option A for both home and away kits won the 
vote, with the home kit reverting to the club’s 
traditional black and white hoops, and the all-
red version winning the away vote.
“It’s proved to be an extremely popular 
exercise,” said community liaison offi cer Damon 
Shaw. This is the best way for us to make sure 
we have a popular kit for fans to enjoy so we’d 
like to thank everyone who took time to vote. 
Hopefully the winning designs will prove just 

QUAKERS REVEAL NEW KITS

as popular with the supporters, and they’ll be 
ready for them to buy in plenty of time for next 
season.”
Fans who voted were entered into a free prize 
draw, with the fi rst prize being a trip to Italy 
(terms and conditions apply), which includes a 
visit to Erreà, Darlington’s kit manufacturers, 
plus two season tickets and a signed framed 
shirt, which was won by Tracey Foster.
Second prize is two season tickets and a signed 
framed shirt, won by Chuck Gutierrez.
There are also 10 pairs of tickets for the opening 
game of the 2010-11 season as runners-up prizes 
along with a signed shirt, which were won by 
Andrew McFarlane, Mark Hathaway, Michael 
Walker, Claire Bloomfi eld, Steve Squirrel, 
Arthur Brennan, Paul Simon, Richard Kirkup, 
Christopher Waldock and Mike Hesseltine, 
congratulations to all our winners.

Ayclife Village School held 
an Art Exhibtion this week. 
Students’ work was on display 
and parents were able to 
purchase the framed pictures 
as a memento of their child’s 
education. The PTA organised 
the Gallery event as part of 
their fundraising. It was part 
of Arts Week - a celebration of 
the wide range of Arts covered 
within the school’s curriculum. 
The PTA have raised thousands 
of pounds over the years and 
are currently in the process 
of purchasing new lap-top 
computers for the school.

Art Exhibition at Village School

Greenfi eld School’s Tuesday 
night seven-a-side league will 
reach its climax next week 
when the champions will be 
crowned.
Only three points separate the 
top four sides as recent results 
have blown the title race wide 
open.
Greenfi eld’s community sports 
manager Michael Rippon is 
looking forward to seeing the 
14-week winter season reach 
a nail-biting end on Tuesday 
night.
“It’s been an exciting fi rst 
season for us,” said Michael. 
“It has proved very popular 
and the last few weeks have 
seen the title race open up so it 
promises to be a nervous fi nal 
night!”
The Breakfast Club maintained 
their lead at the top with a 
2-0 win over FC Copenbadly 
last week and will seal the 
championship if they can beat 
Inter Yeman on Tuesday.
Second-placed Cobblers Hall 
stayed in touch with a 1-0 win 
against the Little Acorns, and 
they face Copenbadly next 
week.

GREENFIELD LEAGUE 
REACHES CLIMAX

West Rummage Albion have 
come right back into the title 
race, meanwhile, and are just 
two points off the top so, 
depending on results, could 
still snatch the title if they beat 
Team Naughty and the top two 
fail to win.
The seven-a-side league 
is keenly contested on 
Greenfi eld’s all-weather pitch, 
built in 2005 using the very 
latest rubber crumb synthetic 
material technology.
League organiser Michael is 
looking to start a new summer 
league beginning early April, 
which will be extended from 
eight teams to 12 and will be 
played over 22 weeks until 
around August (between 7pm 
and 10pm every Tuesday 
night).
Registration costs £20 per 
team and each game, which 
lasts 30 minutes, costs £21 per 
team.
There are still places left for 
teams to enter – so anyone 
interested should contact 
Michael on 01325 379041, 
07879 117224 or email: 
michaelrippon@aol.co.uk

MODEL RAILWAY
EXHIBITION

In Aid of Polio Eradication

ROTARY CLUB OF 
NEWTON AYCLIFFE

Saturday 17th AprilSaturday 17th April
10am - 5pm

THE YOUTH CENTRE
BURN LANE NEWTON AYCLIFFE DL5 6PTBURN LANE NEWTON AYCLIFFE DL5 6PT

Adults £3 - Concessions £2 - Children 50pAdults £3 - Concessions £2 - Children 50p

Refreshments All Day
Full Disabled Access- Free ParkingFull Disabled Access- Free Parking

Up to 12 Working Layouts in 
scales from ‘N’ to ‘1’ Trade Stands
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Contact John Burrows - Mobile 07870 210 269 - Email - jandeburrows@tiscali.co.ukContact John Burrows - Mobile 07870 210 269 - Email - jandeburrows@tiscali.co.uk

Councillors are to look at 
providing a fairer deal for 
residents across County 
Durham when it comes to 
accessing alternatives to bus 
routes. 
The Unitary Authority 
inherited a range of travel 
schemes from the former 
eight councils which delivered 
services across the county 
and has been consulting with 
residents on how best to 
provide one unifi ed approach 
for everyone.
Head of Transport Adrian 
White says the aim is to fi nd 
travel solutions which offer a 
fairer deal to the vast majority 
of people, “For example 
currently people over 60 and 
residents who are registered 
disabled and living in Teesdale 
are entitled to free travel (under 
the national concessionary 
travel scheme) but can swap 
their travel passes for £33 
worth of vouchers. 
“While most people have used 
this opportunity in an entirely 
fair way, we have been made 
aware of instances in which 
users have saved up their 
vouchers and redeemed them 
against coach holidays or late 

Councillors Asked to 
Make Travel Fairer

night pub trips, which isn’t 
really in the true spirit of the 
scheme.”
“What we want to do is offer 
a fl exible taxi and minibus 
service, called Link2, which 
can be used more frequently 
and will allow users to travel 
regularly into local towns and 
villages to access facilities 
and amenities there. We also 
want to work closely with the 
community transport network.
“This also means people 
living in the more rural areas 
can make more frequent trips 
instead of using all of their 
vouchers on one or two trips.”       
Additional changes 
recommended in the report 
include using the community 
transport operators, who have 
received extensive council 
backing for 18 new vehicles 
through the Local Transport 
Plan.  This approach would 
replace the current scheme in 
Sedgefi eld.
It’s hoped these 
recommendations will mean 
services are offered in a more 
balanced way across the 
county and give better value 
for money for council tax 
payers.

Dear Sir,
Amongst issues raised at the 
public meeting organised 
by G.A.R.A. on D.C.C’s 
consultation on Residential 
Homes, an extremely positive 
and relevant proposal was 
made as to the future use of 
Shafto House.
That proposal, I believe, could 
truly energise Government 
Policy, funded by millions 
of pounds, for Respite Care, 
and, ease the work-load of 
Great Aycliffe Carers needing 
supportive relief.
It was proposed that spare 
capacity in Shafto House be 
used to provide local short-
term and intermediate Respite 
Care facilities for Great 
Aycliffe.
Currently, Primary Care 
Trusts decide on how millions 
of pounds for Respite Care 

is used. That money is NOT 
RING-FENCED for RESPITE 
CARE.The P.C.T’s decide, and 
a Government review of it’s
use is now intended.
I believe Great Aycliffe 
Resident’s Association with 
the Friends of Shafto House, 
and all Carers in Great 
Aycliffe, should organise and 
discuss with our M.P. how 
that funding might be used for 
Respite Care facilities in Great 
Aycliffe at Shafto House.
And, if agreed, that be put to 
Durham County Council, our 
P.C.T. and the Government’s 
Review of use of that funding 
for Respite Care.
Positive proposals could 
energise the whole issue and 
give all concerned something 
extremely worthwhile to 
campaign hard for.
Don Fraser

Don’t Close Shafto 
House - Expand it!
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A group of Woodham Year 11 students have succesfully been 
selected  to take part in an exciting and challenging programme 
to demonstrate their potential and readiness for the world of 
work. 
The students are being put through their paces in a scheme similar 
to the TV series “The Apprentice” by Thyssenkrupp Tallent, who 
are looking to recruit a new apprentice. 
They have been set realistic,industrial tasks, and have had to 
work together in groups to fi nd solutions.  Their fi rst assignment, 
set by Stuart Blackett of TK Tallent, was to recommend a new 
supplier to the company,  given a range of options. 
Their fi rst presentation to the TK Tallent panel took place at 
Woodham this week. All the students performed well under 
pressure and all completed the task within the deadline set. 
Thankfully, unlike the programme, no-one actually got fi red this 
week, however more challenges lie ahead.

‘THE APPRENTICE’ AT 
WOODHAM COLLEGE Newton Aycliffe Youth Under 13’s travelled to Bishop St 

Mary’s C on Sunday to play their fi rst league game since before 
Christmas, due to the weather and cup ties.
Youthy made all the running in the early stages with midfi eld 
trio of Ben Nicholson. Connor Halford and ‘man of the match’ 
Sam Pascoe, controlling the play. Wide men Ryan Mercer and 
Jake Cane were too much to handle for the Bishop’s defence 
and it was a only a matter of time before top scorer Dan Kenyon 
opened his account.
The back four of Jordan Howe, James Skerrett, Thomas Gledhill 
and Billy Bradley gave Jack McLaren an easy day in goal as 
Aycliffe dominated. Kenyon scored another 2 goals, supported 
by goals from Cane and Mercer as Aycliffe showed why they are 
one of the division’s top teams. 
Matthew Dixon replaced Halford as the midfi eld trio were 
rotated. Skipper Nicholson completed the scoring to give the 
town a hundred percent league record for the season, so far,                                                                                                                                             
as they ran out 6 – 0 winners.

Youthy Under 13’s Win 6-0

If you fancy getting active, 
raising cash for good causes 
and changing lives why not 
take part in one of Durham 
County Council’s Sport 
Relief events. The Sports 
Relief weekend takes place 
from Friday 19 to Sunday 21 
March.  
Durham County Council is 
supporting Sport Relief by 
hosting ‘The Mile’ at three of 
its leisure centres in County 
Durham, as well as a charity 
dodgeball tournament.  
Rise to the challenge by 
entering The Mile and 
choosing one, three or six 
miles, whichever is a personal 
goal for you.
The Sport Relief Miles are 
being hosted at Meadowfi eld 
Leisure Centre, Durham, 
Sunnydale Leisure Centre, 
Shildon, and Teesdale Leisure 
Centre, Barnard Castle, 
Sunday 21 March.  
If you don’t fancy that head 
down to Freeman’s Quay 
Leisure Centre, Durham 
which is hosting a fancy 
dress dodgeball competition, 
guaranteed to be fun for all.
Tom Beales, Community 
Sports Development Offi cer 
for Durham County Council, 
said, “It doesn’t matter if 
you’ve never played before, 
or even seen the fi lm, the rules 
will be explained on the night 
and it’s going to be great fun 
for a good cause.”
The event is to be held Friday 
12 March at 6:15 pm, at a cost 
of £20 per team (six players 
per team, maximum squads 
of ten.)
Please note that players 
must be aged 16 or over and 
entries must be received by 
Wednesday 10 March.  All 

Sports Relief 2010
proceeds will go to Sport 
Relief.  
For more details and to enter 
call Tom Beales on 0191 301 
8425 or email thomas.beales@
durham.gov.uk.
For more information on the 
Sport Relief Mile contact 
your chosen venue for more 
details or enter online at www.
sportrelief.com.

The new Bingo Club starts 
on 5th April on Mondays 
and Fridays at 7pm. Open 
to everyone over 18 years 
with a cost of £1 for 10 
games. £1 Cash Flyer, 
50p late cash fl yer and 
Snowball up to £100 and 
over. You need to attend 
four consecutive weeks to 
qualify. Refreshments at 
half time only 50p.
Line Dancing every 
Monday at 1.30pm 
Admission £2. Just drop in 
and enjoy yourself.
You can Exercise to Music 
every Friday at 10.30pm. 
Donation required only.
Domino Club starts April 
5th at 1pm. Admission 
£2. To show intereset ring 
313924.
Knit & Natter or just 
Natter over a cup of tea. 
Every Thursday at 10am. 
Decoupage class every 
Thursday 10am. Come 
along and learn this 
wonderful art.
New Age Kurling Tuesdays 
at 2pm, Thursday at 1pm. 
£2 for 2 hour session.
Table Tennis Club 
commences Wednesday 7th 
April at 11am until 1pm. 
Ring to book on 313924.
Book our large Hall for 
parties. Two hours costs 
only £30 and includes 
access to kitchen. Ring 
313924.

NEVILLE 
COMMUNITY 

CENTRE

Aycliffe Musical Theatre are 
seeking new members to join 
them for their forthcoming 
production of HMS Pinafore, 
to be performed at Greenfi eld 
School Community and Arts 
Centre in July. 
Anyone who enjoys singing 
and performing on stage is 
welcome to come along and 
join in the fun. For more 
details contact Margaret on 
318968.

Theatre 
Group Want 

you on Board

Neville Parade Methodist 
Church invites you to a 
Mothering Sunday Family 
Service on March 14th 
at 10.30am. Everyone is 
welcome.
On Wednesday 17th March 
starting at 6pm. JAM Club 
are organising a Family 
Quiz Night with Pie & 
Peas or Broth. Tickets are 
£2,50   with proceeds going 
to Zoe’s Place.

Mothers Day 
Family Service

Dear Sir
As a law abiding citizen of I 
felt that I had to write and fi rst 
ask a question and secondly 
inform all other people of the 
offi cial response I received. 
I have some old kitchen 
knives that I need to get rid of 
and would like to know what 
is the correct procedure for 
disposing of sharp knives. 
As I was unsure I phoned the 
Police for advice. I spoke to an 
operator who initially wasn’t 
sure, but then came back to 
me and informed me that I just 
had to put them in the wheelie 
bin, 
To say I was shocked is a bit of 
an understatement, as surely in 

In response to your readers concerns - any member of the 
public can safely dispose of knives/sharp implements at their 
local police offi ce.
In Newton Aycliffe we would encourage anyone wishing to 
dispose of such items to initially contact Newton Aycliffe Police 
non emergency Tel No  0345 60 60 365 and ask to speak to 
staff at Newton Aycliffe Front Offi ce. (or call in personally if 
preferred)
The front offi ce is open to the public, Monday-Friday 8am-7pm 
and Saturday/Sunday 9am-5pm. The staff will them advise the 
caller to bring the knives etc to Newton Aycliffe Police Offi ce 
where they will be safely disposed/destroyed. It is advisable to 
wrap  the items up to prevent injury and most  important to 
carry them to the police offi ce under some form of cover.
This procedure ensures that the police are aware that the 
person is possessing these items lawfully in order for them to 
be disposed of safely at a police station.
I hope this clears up any misunderstanding.
Many thanks
PC1452 Alan Thompson

this current climate of serious 
knife crime this can’t be 
correct. If the knives got into 
the wrong hands after I’d put 
them in the bin and a crime 
was committed who would be 
held responsible? 
There are also Health and 
Safety issues that  arise for the 
refuse collection teams that 
empty the bins. If one of them 
was injured by a knife who 
would be held responsible? 
My knives are still at home and 
I’m not sure what to do with 
them. I am interested to fi nd 
out what the response from the 
Police is on this matter.
Miss E Lambert
Kenny Walk 

HOW DO WE GET RID OF 
UNWANTED KNIVES?

POLICE RESPOND
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TELEPHONE MAN, Dave 
Bowes. Extensions fitted for 
phones, Sky, Broadband and 
internet. Extension lines moved 
and repaired. All jobs only £40 
each. 01388 833828

Telecom

A-TECHA-TECH
Plumbing & HeatingPlumbing & Heating
Showers - Bathrooms - Kitchens
All Plumbing Work Undertaken
(inc. tiling, flooring & electrical)

No job too big or too small

OAP Rates
Free Estimates

NO CALL OUT
CHARGE

For Quality, Reliability &
a Fast Friendly Service

Call Craig on
07834 949 75107834 949 751

atechplumber@yahoo.co.uk

Emergency Call outs

GRANGE
PLUMBING
SERVICES

• FROM A BROKEN TOILET TO A
FULL BATHROOM SUITE

• NO JOB TOO SMALL,
GIVE ME A CALL

• 24HR EMERGENCY CALL OUT
- NO CALL OUT FEE

• NORMALLY SAME DAY SERVICE
- FREE QUOTES

• SENSIBLE PRICES
• WORK GUARANTEED

CALL MARK ON
07949 018018

Plumbing

DISCLAIMER
Newton News cannot 
be held responsible for 
advertisers offering 
goods  or serv ices . 
As a general rule we 
would advise anyone 
NOT to part with any 
money until the order 
has been completed to 
your full satisfaction. 
Al l  in format ion  i s 
correct, to the best of 
our knowledge, at the 
time of printing. Newton 
News accepts articles in 
good faith and takes no 
responsibility for errors 

and/or omissions.

BUILDING PLANS drawn 
free of charge (conditions 
apply). Full design and build 
service. Tel 07731 985837 or 
01388 779372
HOUSE PLANS and 
extensions. Tel 01325 300646, 
Mobile 07795 965670

Plans

Gardening
HARRY THOMPSON 
Fences made to order, repair 
service, hedges removed. Free 
estimates Tel 316572 or 07713 
257929
HIGHSIDE Road Nursery 
Heighington. Fencing Panels: 
6’x6’ £12, 6’x5’ £11, 6’x4’ 
£10, 6’x3’ £9. Trellis 6’x4’ £7, 
6’x3’ £5.50, 6’x2’ £4, 6’x1’ 
£2.50. Tel 316487 or 07809 
028310
MARTIN SHIRES garden 
Landscaping Services Block 
Paving Specialists. Fencing, 
Decking, Patios, Walls, Turfing, 
Hedges. Quality guaranteed 
work. Tel 321891 
ALPINE LANDSCAPES. 
Patios, Driveways, Fencing, 
Decking, Gravel, Turfing, 
Walls. All work guaranteed. 16 
years experience, professional 
advice. www.alpinelandscapes.
co.uk - contact Alan on 01325 
310128 or 07974 710 351
CASTLE LANDSCAPES 
Fencing, Decking, Turfing, 
Patios, Garden Design and 
Garden Maintenance. Tel 
01833 630134
PJ LANDSCAPING 
& Groundworks. Patios, 
Decking, Fencing, Driveways, 
Blockpaving, Concreting, 
Garden Design, Maintenance, 
Pressure Washing. All work 
guaranteed. 01325 319277 or 
07768 161894
JW NORTH EXTERIOR 
MAINTENANCE. All 
gardening services undertaken, 
fencing, decking, paving, block 
paving etc. Tel 01325 304206 
or 07950 672689
S . J . B .  B U I L D I N G  & 
LANDSCAPING All aspects 
of drives, patios, fencing, 
turfing, garden maintenance 
and tidy ups. Free estimates for 
professional reliable service. 
Tel 01325 311912 or 07840 
674 727

JW NORTH all property 
Maintenance undertaken. 
Tel 01325 304206 or 07950 
672689
CARPET FITTER, vinyl  
and wood flooring specialist. 
Contact Richard  on  307935 or 
07946 435 177 
AYCLIFFE CLEANING 
SERVICES Carpets, 
upholstery, drives, paths, 
patios, decking, guttering 
cleared, roofs. Domestic and 
Commercial. Equipment for 
Hire. Tel 01325 327087 or 
07895 697115
LORAINES DOMESTIC 
SERVICES Aycliffe’s No. 1 
Mobile House Cleaning and 
Ironing Service. 100% Reliable 
and Professional service. 
Ironing service includes free 
garment covers and next day 
delivery. Tel 01325 308017 or 
07852168161
JACKY’s Housework 
Services. All housework 
considered. Competitive Rates. 
Tel 01388 609 266 or 07593 
400 360
MODERN DESIGN 
INTERIORS Quality 
bedrooms and kitchens, Free 
home quotation. 3D Designs, 
kitchen revamp service 
avaialble. Tel 318119
LIZ’S IRONING, free 
collection and drop off next 
day. Smoke and pet free home. 
324 978 or 07866 265 829
CARPETS Fitted and refitted 
by time served fitter. Call Paul 
on 07964 685 957 or 317 928
GENERAL Services. House, 
garage clearance, rubbish 
removal by licensed carrier. Tel 
07949 503856
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY, 
Kitchens, Bedrooms, 
Bathrooms etc. Reasonable 
rates. Contact Tony on 07549 
597279 or 310877 (after 6pm)

Home Services

“U” STORE containers, 
domestic and industrial storage 
317716, 07850 646 355
ACORN REMOVALS Full 
house, part load or single items, 
local and national, Storage 
available. Tel 300557, Mobile: 
0777 989 0006
MOVING A THING? Call 
Phil from £9.50ph. 321084 or 
07790 509925
CHEAP LIGHT Removals. 
Contact the man with the van 
on 07799 615959
LARGE VAN and driver for 
hire from £10. Tel 07858 288 
992
VANMAN STEVE Removals, 
call 07866 622243
ANYTHING to move? Call 
Vanman Steve from £8. Tel 
07866 622243

Removals

HANDYMAN no job too 
small. Contact Tony on 07549 
597279 or 310877 (after 6pm)
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For all your print requirements
Newton Press 300212

T.V. and Video

Iron / Steel

Locksmiths

SHILDON Locksmiths, 
reasonable rates. Tel 07748 
044808

NEWTON PRESS
for all your printing requirements

Telephone: 01325 300212

FREE QUOTES from Part P/
NICEIC registered electrician 
with 20 years experience. 
Domestic or commercial, full 
or part rewires, sockets, lights, 
fuse boards, cookers, showers, 
Landlord inspections and more. 
Call Simon on 07866 266 657 
or 313330 - all areas covered
S. BAMBRIDGE & Sons 
Electrical Services. Domestic 
and Commercial. Full/part 
rewires, extra sockets, new 
shower/cooker circuits, fuse 
board upgrades, lighting, 
periodic inspections, fault 
finding. Call Steve on 01325 
300195 or 07873 416 943. 
Email sparky1ste@yahoo.
co.uk
HS ELECTRICAL All work 
to BS7671, PAT testing 2377 
qualified, free estimates. Part P 
Approved. Tel 07954 742658

Electrical

Driving School

ASPECTS
Property Maintenance

* Interior Alterations
* Plastering, Tiling, Decorating
* Kitchen, Bathroom, Bedroom

* Patios and all types of flooring
* Insurance work welcome

Free estimates
Guaranteed Quality Work

Tel: 312441
Mobile 07841 202 222

BILL LOWERY (Builder). 
Brick laying, plastering, joinery 
etc.  No job too small. Tel 
01325 311 225
BUILDING SERVICES 
All building work and design 
work undertaken, 30 years 
experience, no job too small. 
Tel 07731 985837 or 01388 
779372
ELDON HOPE Building 
Materials. 07966 067522. 
www.eldonhope.co.uk. Credit 
cards accepted. Bricks from 
£10/100, Pacing from £1/10. 
Our own make Yorkstone 
£13m2, Circles 4’-11½’ from 
£24. We can supply most types 
of bricks and paving including 
block paving and natural 
paving. Also roofing and 
fencing materials, decking and 
trellis. Sand, Gravel, Dolomite, 
Top Soil, Coloured Gravels, 
Postmix, Cement, Plaster and 
Plaster Boards. Path Edging, 
Walling, Pillar Caps, Coping 
Stones, Stepping Stones, Weed 
Control Fabric, Lintels. All 
prices plus VAT. Discount for 
bulk orders

BUILDERS

Roofing

J. WATSON Property Services
We specialise in Flat Roof Replacement and

Flat to Pitch Roof Conversions
Chimney Stacks - Slating - Ridge Tiles Replaced - Tiling - Flat Roofs

Pointing - UPVC Facias and Soffi ts - Guttering - Leadwork
Storm Damage - Velux Windows - Recommendations Available

For a Free Estimate Contact James Watson
01325 486099 - or 07799 426110

wwww.1stcalljwps.co.uk

WEAR VALLEY Plastics and Roofing, new roofs in Newton 
Aycliffe area from £2100 to £2500, also unbelievable prices on 
fascias, soffitss and guttering Epmd rubber flat roof solutions. Tel 
01388 608246 or 0808 155 9867, E: wearvalley@aol.com, www.
wearvalleyplastics.co.uk

STEVE HUTCHINSON Painter and Decorator. over 25 years 
experience, reasonable rates, no job too small. Call today for a 
free estimate: 01325 483697 or 07745 037754
C. A. PLASTERERS all plastering work, artex skimmed, small 
jobs, free estimates, 01388 721206
PAINTER and decorator, over 30 years experience, free estimates. 
Tel Steve Pearson on 319862 & 07896 917880
G.B. Plastering, coving, rendering, artexing, free estimates Tel 
07786 121 686. 
A&T TILING Wall and floor tiling, professional service at 
competitive rates. Free estimates. Tony 07858 755437
ASPECTS Interior and exterior decorating, plastering, coving, 
tiling, paper hanging, artexing, dado rails. For a free estimate 
312441 or 07841 202222
DRAGON DECORATORS All aspects of interior and exterior 
decorating, including themed rooms. Over 15 years experience. 
No job too small. Tel 319371 or 07952 364426

Decorating

Joinery

LAMBTON JOINERY 
Kitchen and bedrooms fitted, 
doors, skirting, dado rails, 
laminate floors, general joinery. 
No job too small. Call for free 
estimates. Tel 07858 755437
G. WELCH Joinery. All 
general joinery, 43 years 
experience. no job too small. 
Tel 01325 320736

Newton Aycliffe FC are looking 
for an experienced salesperson 
to help the club with a major 
fundraising drive this summer.
The Northern League club, 
promoted from the Wearside 
League only last summer, are 
looking to develop all areas of 
the club during the close and 
pre-season. It’s hoped, once 
their new stand is in place, they 
can look at fundraising areas 
they haven’t yet explored.
Sponsorship manager David 
Brassell attracted a number of 
local sponsors and advertisers 
last summer, but the club 
would like to appoint a new 
salesperson to assist him tap 
into additional corporate 
income, with a commission-
based remuneration.
Chairman Gary Farley, 
explained: “The majority of 
our efforts this season have 
been on getting the new stand 
in place and the team, as our 
fi rst entry into the Northern 
League was always going to be 
the hardest.
“It’s been a great season for 
us up to now but we can’t 
afford to sit back .We want to 
continue the development of 
the club and there are lots of 
income streams we haven’t 
looked at yet.
“This new fundrasing position 
will hopefully enable us to do 
that. Our club is run entirely 
by volunteers who all work for 
a living, but there is only so 
much time we can give. There 
must be people out there who 

have time on their hands and 
have experience in this kind of 
area, whether you like football 
or not!”
Anyone interested in the new 
job should contact David 
Brassell on 07870 777779 or 
email: david.brassell@hotmail.
co.uk
Newton Aycliffe will welcome 
near-neighbours Crook Town 
to Moore Lane Park in an 
Easter Monday Derby.
The fi xture, re-arranged twice 
due to bad weather, has been 
re-scheduled for April 5, 
kicking off at 1pm. Aycliffe’s 
trip to Hebburn Town, has been 
re-arranged for Wednesday 
April 7th (7.30pm).
Allan Oliver’s side are due to 
welcome Jarrow Roofi ng to 
MLP this Saturday (March 13) 
in the club’s fi rst home game 
for three weeks, then their 
next game isn’t until a trip to 
Thornaby on Tuesday March 
23.
Aycliffe drew their last two 
games, both away from home, 
and both 1-1. Paul Broom 
put them in the lead in their 
midweek fi xture at Seaham 
Red Star, while Broom also 

Aycliffe FC’s Fundraiser Job
put them ahead in the fi rst half 
at form side Stokesely last 
Saturday before eventually 
succumbing to second-half 
pressure, but managed to hold 
on for an excellent away point. 
The North Yorkshire club had 
won 14 consecutive league 
games before their home tie 
with Aycliffe, climbing up to 
third in the Northern League 
second division.
The winning number in 
Aycliffe’s February 200 Club 
draw went to 45, with Michael 
Stayman winning the £50 cash 
prize.
FIXTURES
Sat 13th March:
Jarrow Roofi ng (H), 3pm
Tues 23rd March:
Thornaby (A), 7.30pm
Sat 27th March:
Washington (H), 3pm
Sat 3rd April:
Northallerton (A), 3pm
Mon 5th April:
Crook (H), 1pm
Weds 7th April:
Hebburn (A), 7.30pm
Sat 17th April:
Team Northumbria (H), 3pm
TBA: Sunderland RCA (H)
www.newtonaycliffefc.co.uk
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Clairvoyance

SPIRITUALIST Meetings 
are held at Morrison Close 
Community Centre every 
Monday evening starting 7pm 
sharp (closed Bank Holiday 
Monday). Details from Ann on 
313654.

B E A U F O R D S ,  D a i m l e r 
limousines, Rolls Royce’s, 
Mercedes and Jaguars available 
for weddings, anniversaries and 
special occasions. Tel 01740 
620 147 (Sedgefield), 07721 
771 113 or visit our website 
on: www.durhamweddingcars.
co.uk

Weddings

Opticians

WATCH BATTERIES now 
available at Taylors Newsforce
DONATIONS needed of Bric-
a-Brac and other good condition 
items for Newton Aycliffe good 
causes. Ring Honest John  on 
316630
RSPCA Durham and District 
cats and kittens for adoption, 
fee applies to cover 1st and 2nd 
vaccination, also neutering and 
id chip. Please Tel 311215
AYCLIFFE Car Boot Sale 
every Sunday, 9am-1pm in the 
multi-storey car park. Enquiries 
01325 320319
APOLOGY Newton News 
apologise to Valerie, Daughter 
of the late Margery Thomas 
for spelling her name wrongly 
in the obituary printed in last 
week’s issue. We are sorry for 
any upset this caused.

Public Notice

Computers

Tuition

LEARN TO SIGN with your 
child “the fun way”. Fridays 
at 11am at Woodham Comm 
Centre (for babies who already 
sign and toddlers who want 
to learn) up to 4 years old 
- GREAT FUN! Beginners 
Classes Friday’s at 2pm (6 
mths+) - learn over 50+ signs. 
BOOKING IS ADVISABLE! 
Contact JULES on 07966 968 
388 or email: signingtots@
hotmail.co.uk or visit www.
signingtots.org.uk
ICT/COMPUTER studies, all 
levels (beginners welcome). 
Also Maths/English to KS/3. 
CRB checked, qualifed tutor. 
Tel 01325 312651 or 07972 
531476

For Sale

BARGAIN BUYS Take-Away 
Deal:  new autowasher,  A 
energy class, full manufacturers 
guarantee, £189 boxed and in 
stock, ready to load into your 
car boot. Tel 321 678
PALLETS and Pallet toppers 
first come first served. Free, 
call at Newton Press M-F, 9am-
4pm
FENDER starcaster guitar, 
black and white, £120 ono. 
Line 6 Spider II 150watt guitar 
amp, £250 ono. Gears of War 
for Xbox 360, £5. Tel 07860 
280915
2 SEATER cream leather sofa 
and 2 wooden chocolate brown 
leather Ikea chairs, £130 ono. 
Tel 07979 310684
BRAND NEW double divan 
with fully quilted mattress. 
Can deliver, £120. Tel 07789 
113 343
CHILDS metal frame cabin bed 
with pull out desk and shelves. 
Mattress not included. £30. Tel 
07944 624675
BODY sculpture BR3050, 
magnetic rowing machine 
with display function, £50; 
Mini exercise trampoline, £10; 
Step/work bench £10; Pet cage 
(large) with feeding bowls, £30; 
Large suncamp tourist tent, 3 
separate bedrooms and 2 large 
living areas, hardly used, £100; 
Camping cooker/kitchen, £40. 
Tel 07545 086240
BOX TRAILER 4ft x 3ft, 2ft 
deep with lockable lid, separate 
gas bottle sized compartment. 
£100. Tel 07790 447504
CHILDRENS pine mid sleeper 
for sale, £40; White cot bed, 
£25. Both in good condition. 
Tel 07842 233642
BUSH 14” portable, TV/VCR, 
£30; Watcham 14” portable, 
TV, black, £20; Winnie the 
Pooh bedside lamp, £15 pair. 
Tel 308438.
WHITE DOOR ,  6 panel, 
unused, 6ft 6” x 3ft. £8. Teak 
Louvre door 6ft6” x 2ft. £6. Tel; 
01325 321309.
CORNER SUITE ,  v e ry 
large DFS with pouffe, brown 
leather frame with beige velour 
cushions. Will accept any 
reasonablw offer. Tel: 315034 
or 07872 167613.
2 BERTH Challenger Caravan, 
1993. Shower, full cooker, 
f r idge ,  £1300.  FQS.  Tel 
315629
NEED An o ld  domes t ic 
appliance removing? Can’t wait 
for the Council? Tel. 321678.

Hairdressing
COLOUR CUTZ latest 
techniques in hair design. 
07732 188090

S T U A RT J .  A L L I S O N 
(LSWPP and LBIPP) Wedding 
Photographer. Photographs 
for all occasions. Tel 01325 
300036, Mobile 07970 104646, 
info@sjallison.co.uk or visit the 
website: www.sjallison.co.uk
GETTING MARRIED? After 
some family portraits? Looking 
to get into modelling? See 
what your local professional 
photographer can do for you 
by visiting www.sophotogenic.
co.uk or calling 07854 102177

Photography

Catering

CRAFTY CAKES For any 
occasion, cakes made and iced 
or just iced. Tel 316084

Personal

SAMARITANS - 13 Woodland 
Road, Darlington. We are 
here for you 24 hours a day. 
Telephone 08457 90 90 90
ANN SUMMERS To book 
a party, call Helen 07917 
698705

Wanted
DECORATOR wanted, please 
call at 4 Tunstall Road, Newton 
Aycliffe, Co. Durham
DECORATOR wanted, please 
call 319730

Autos

TO LET
2 Bedroom Terrace in

Newton Aycliffe
GCH

£95.00 per week
GXI Property
07973 273712

Accommodation

2 x 3 BEDROOM houses for 
rent, top condition, working 
only, no DSS, £400 pcm, 
Osbert Place and Hallington 
Head, Newton Aycliffe. Tel 
07899 076 316
HOUSE SHARE Aycliffe 
Village Green, own living 
room/bedroom, shared kitchen/
bathroom and garden. Suit 
professional person. Ring for 
details. Tel 01325 320409 or 
07798 860593
ATTRACTIVE 2 bedroom 
semi detached house for rent in 
Woodham Village. £420pcm. 
Tel 314031 or 07816 502883
REFURBISHED one bedroom 
apartment, close to town centre, 
£400pcm. Bond and references 
required. No DSS. Tel 07748 
206036

Hall Property 
Solutions

We have tenants
waiting for properties

in Newton Aycliffe

01325 351212
www.hallps.com

Sits Wanted

EXPERIENCED NVQ3 carer 
avaialble to assist with personal 
needs, eg: bathing, cleaning, 
shopping etc. Contact Sue on 
07596 058510

Health &
Beauty

SPRAY TANS
ONLY £8.00

4 people or more £5 each
TEXT OR CALL

07510 499 910

Musical

EXPERIENCED Female 
vocalist wanted to complete 
7 piece band ready to gig. 
Function band. Ring for details 
and an informal chat. Tel John 
01325 339855

Obituary

LEDLEY (nee Salkeld). 5th 
March, suddenly at home. 
DENI, aged 65 years of 
Newton Aycliffe. A loving 
partner of Harry, much loved 
Mam of Stephen, Katherine, 
Donna and the late Tracey. 
Step Mam of John and Peter. 
Also a dear Mother-in-Law, 
Nana and Great Nana. Funeral, 
Thursday 18th March. Would 
friends please meet at 12.45pm 
for Service at St Clares Church, 
prior to private cremation.

Sits Vacant
CLEANER required, 4 hours 
per week. Contact Box No 
MSV1, c/o Newton Press, 
St Cuthberts Way, Newton 
Aycliffe
DOMESTIC carer wanted for 
disabled couple, cleaning and 
ironing. Tel 316886
WINDOW cleaner wanted 
for Rylstone Close area. Tel 
316886

Thank You

Newton Aycliffe
Jean the family of the 
late William (Bill) would 
like to thank all relatives 
and friends for their kind 
words and support at this 
sad time. Thank you for 
all donations towards Bills 
Memorial bench. Thanks 
also to Penny Dawson from 
Meynels Funeral Services 
and to the Reverend Julie 
Wing, who conducted a 
lovely Service. To the staff 
of Moore Lane Sports Club 
for the refreshments.

William Albert
John Hall

THANKS TO Peter and Bob 
(Carelink drivers) for all their 
help and patience. Lillian and 
fellow walkers
MARGERY THOMAS  
(Madge). 27-2-2010. Jennifer, 
Valerie and Marian and 
families would like to thank 
all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for cards and 
flowers received on the recent 
bereavement of their Mother 
Margery. Special thanks to Dr 
Bamford, the District Nurses, 
the Staff at Moss Chemist 
and Co-op Funeral Directors. 
Thanks also to Jan Mole for 
a lovely Service, the British 
Legion and Ann for the buffet
P O N C H O S  P a n p i p e s , 
Paddington Bear. Raised £500. 
Thanks to all who were there
THANKS TO Jack’s Driving 
School for getting me through 
my test .  Love,  Charlot te 
Douglas

In Memoriam

Peter Soulsby
March 10th 1999

Silent thoughts of
times together,

special memories
last forever.

Love, Valerie xx

HENDERSON MALCOLM 
Died 7th March 2007 a dear 
Husband, Dad and Grandad. 
Always in our thoughts. Love 
always from Anne, Linda, 
Carol, Brian, Susan, Louise, 
Davy and Gemma. xxx
ALMA. Two years have gone 
since you closed your eyes and 
left us. I think of you every day 
and miss you just as much. God 
bless. Lynn xxx
LITTLEWOOD RICHARD, 
16-3-2009. We keep a place 
within our hearts and there 
you will stay. To walk with us 
throughout our lives until we 
meet again. Loving Wife and 
family.
FRAZER ALLEN, 18-3-
1998. Silent thoughts of the 
times we had together hold 
memories and love that will 
last forever. Love always Ann 
and family.
HIND MARY, 15th March 
2009. You were a wonderful 
loving Mam and a devoted 
Nana. We miss you so much, 
You are always in our thoughts 
and our hearts. Never forgotten. 
All our love, Janet, Tony and 
David xxx.

Birthday
Remembrance

PAUL CLARK 17th March 
1957. Your first birthday away 
from home. Missing you so 
much, you’re always in our 
thoughts, forever in our hearts. 
With all our love, Carole, 
Adam and Matthew
DAVID KENNEDY David, 
it’s your birthday, no card 
to send, sadly missed and 
remembered always by Mom 
and family.
LAWSON PATRICK. 
Birthday memories, Deep in 
our hearts, your memories 
are kept. Someone so special, 
We’ll never forget. Sadly 
missed by your loving Wife 
Edie and family.

on your 30th birthday
16/3/1980 - 14/4/2001

No cards to send, no kisses 
to give. But in our hearts 
you will always live. Love 
you so much. Mum, Geoff, 
Lewis and all the family xx

Brooke Dawson

Town Mayor Mary Dalton 
called on Lionel (Leo) and 
Mavis Musgrave at their 
home in Bousfi eld Crescent 
last Friday to congratulate 
them on their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary.
Leo, who says his real name 
‘Lionel’ is too posh, is well 
known in the town as a 
sociable and very talkative  
type. He comes from 
Coundon and met Mavis, 
born in Spennymoor, when 
they both worked at Smart 
& Browns. Leo was a spot 
welder and Mavis worked in 
the Accounts Department. 
Leo used to be always around 
when Mavis walked round 
the factory and it wasn’t long 
before he asked if he could 
meet her at the weekly dance.
They were married at St. 
Andrews in Spennymoor 
and moved to Redcar for 11 

years when Leo took a job as 
a Process Worker at ICI and 
Mavis became Manageress of 
a cleaning company.
In 1967 they moved to Newton 
Aycliffe when Leo got a job 
with Cummings and Mavis 
was employed by the ADC 
as a Housing Assistant. When 
the ADC dissolved Mavis had 
the same job with Sedgefi eld 
Borough Council.
Leo is a keen football fan and 
supported Bishop Auckland 
for many years. He is a DLI 
member and a regular at the 
British Legion. Mavis is very 
interested in general history, 
enjoys reading, crafts and 
genealogy.
The couple have two 
daughters Mandy and Jacqui 
who has three daughters.  The 
whole family met to celebrate 
the anniversary at Whitworth 
Hall.

Mayor Congratulates
Golden Wedding Couple

Newton Aycliffe Youth Centre 
under 12’s football team are 
currently seeking a local 
company or business willing 
to sponsor them for the 2010-
2011 season. 
The lads play in the Teesside 
junior football alliance and 
were champions of their 
division last year gaining 
promotion to division 5. 
They are having a successful 
season so far this year having 
only lost one league game and 
they have reached the quarter 
fi nals of the challenge cup. 
If anyone is interested in 
helping these local lads and 
having their company logo on 
our strip and website please 
contact Kevin on 07732370323 
or Julie on 07938027960

Champions 
Look for 
Sponsor

During the Easter School Holidays Oak Leaf Sports Complex are 
holding activities for young people. 
Age 8 - 15yrs only
Activity Days 9.30 – 3.30 various dates £11.00 per day 
Archery  9.30 – 11.30am on 9th April £3.00 members or  
12.00 – 2.00 - £3.50 for non members
Age 4 – 7yrs
Mini Activity Sessions 9.30am  – 11.00am various dates 
£2.25 members. £2.65 non members
The more courses you take part in, the more chances you have 
to win a bike! For further information on any of the above, or to 
book your place, contact Reception on 01325 300600, but hurry 
as all courses have limited availability and are very popular.

School Holiday Activities

Simon Henig, Leader of 
Durham County Council 
was the guest speaker at the 
Rotary Club Meeting this 
week. He gave an insight into 
the changeover to Unitary 
Authority status. Simon said 
how complex the transition 
was, but believed it had gone 
reasonably smoothly and gave 
assurances he was keen to 
obtain the best outcome for the 
people of the County, despite 
the economic downturn.

Council 
Leader Visits 
Rotary Club

Great Aycliffe Town Council 
is pleased to announce a price 
freeze on its sports and leisure 
facilities and activities at 
the Oakleaf Sports Complex 
this year, keeping prices as 
affordable as possible in the 
diffi cult economic climate.  
The Oakleaf Complex offers a 
wide range of sports facilities 
and activities, in addition to a 
bar and restaurant.  For further 
details of what is on offer, 
please contact the Complex 
reception on 01325 300600.  

Oak Leaf
Price Freeze
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Presentations giving the background to a consultation on the 
future of seven residential care homes including Shafto House 
will take place during the next fi ve weeks.
Members of the public are invited to attend Area Action 
Partnership meetings where senior managers from Durham 
County Council provide information on proposals to close the 
homes.
The presentations are intended to ensure people understand the 
background to the consultation so that any response they make 
is fully informed.
Members of the public who wish to attend a meeting should call 
0191 527 4580 to register.

Great Aycliffe and Middridge AAP
Woodham Community Centre 
on Tuesday, 30 March at 5pm

Email: residentialcarehomesconsultation@durham.gov.uk
Telephone: 0191 372 5594
Residential Care Consultation Team, Adults Wellbeing and 
Health, Durham County Council, 2/96 County Hall, Durham, 
DH1 5UG
The phone line will not be staffed 24 hours but an answer machine 
will be in operation. Callers can leave their comments or request 
that a council offi cer returns their call. As part of the consultation 
process, care home staff will also have the opportunity to give 
their opinions on how residential care should be provided in the 
future.
For further details of the proposals visit www.durham.gov.uk 
and click on the Have your Say link. Any comments received 
after the closure of the consultation will not be considered.

CARE HOMES 
PRESENTATION

Chiropody

Congratulations

Holiday

FLORIDA VILLA now 
booking for 2011. Sleeps 8, 
close to all attractions. www.
villaflorida.biz or call 300 212 
(M-F, 9-5pm)

FLORIDA VILLA Disney, 
sleeps 8/10, pool, spa, games 
room, visit www.florida-villa-
2-rent.com or call 320 409

PAUL GITTINS DISCO For 
any occasion, also Karaoke. Tel 
317 666 or 07831 269 526.
FUN-n-BOUNCE Bouncy 
Castles for hire with and without 
slide, adult sizes available. All 
parties catered for, also available 
for indoor use. Tel 01325 307 
445 or 07594 436 127
PROSTAR  Entertainment 
Disco or Karaoke for all 
occasions. (Colin and Caroline 
ex-Horndale Club). Tel 01325 
313 322 or 07976 719 047
P R O F.  N I N C O M P O O P 
Children’s entertainer making 
bi r thday par t ies  specia l . 
Balloons, magic and tomfoolery, 
midweek discounts. Discos for 
all occasions. Tel Gary on 310 
646 or 07952 244 404. Website: 
www.professor-nincompoop.
com

Entertainment

Mothers Day

MEAGAN HAMILTON congratulations on passing your Driving 
Test first time with Jack’s Driving School
KATIE RACE Happy 18th birthday to a special God-Daughter. 
Love, Auntie Val and Uncle Brian xxx
KATIE RACE Happy 18th birthday Katie. Hope you have a great 
day. Love, Uncle Karl and Auntie Sarah xx
KATIE RACE Happy 18th birthday Katie. Have a great day. 
Love, Auntie Jacqui, Uncle Mark, Nicole and Sophie xxx
KATIE RACE Happy 18th birthday Katie. Have a great day. Lots 
of love from Auntie Carol, Uncle Tony and the Stubbies xxx
KATIE RACE Happy 18th birthday Katie. Love from Karl xx
MASON STEED Happy 13th birthday. Love from Uncle Jess, 
Auntie Lynn, Katie and Bradley xxx
LOIS RICHMOND Have a happy 21st. Love ya, Grandad and 
Nana xxx
ELEANOR ROBINSON 70 years young Mam. Thanks for 
everything. All our love, Donna and family xxx
ELEANOR ROBINSON To the best Mum and Nanna anyone 
could wish for, happy 70th birthday. All our love, Michele, Neil 
and Michael xxx
ELEANOR ROBINSON Happy 70th birthday Mam. Hope you 
have a really special day, as you are a really special lady. All our 
love from Lal and Brian xxx
ELEANOR ROBINSON Nanna Eleanor, you are one in a million 
and we are so lucky to have you as our Nanna! Happy 70th birthday 
(still looking good) all our love always, Vikki and Tez xxx
ELEANOR ROBINSON Nannanannana! Happy birthday to my 
wonderful Nanna! I love our days together, you spoil me soooo 
much! Lots of love and kisses, Ashton Lee xxx
ELEANOR ROBINSON Happy 70th Nanna. You are one in a 
million. Love you loads, Kelly and Paul xxx
ELEANOR ROBINSON Great Nanna, happy birthday Nanna, 
we love you lots and lots. Leon and Kurtis xxx
ELEANOR ROBINSON To our Queen of the family, happy 70th 
birthday Nanna. We all love you so much, you are amazing. Love, 
Nicola and Daniel xxx
ELEANOR ROBINSON Happy 70th Eleanor. A great Sister who 
so deserves a great day. Love always, Pamela xxx
ELEANOR ROBINSON Happy 70th Auntie Eleanor. Have a 
brilliant day. Let your hair down! Lots of love, Dione and Ross 
xxx
ELEANOR ROBINSON Happy birthday Ellie, with lots of love 
from Paige xxx
ELEANOR ROBINSON Ellie (Mam). Thank you for being a 
Mam to me over the years. You deserve to have a wonderful 70th 
birthday and a few extra. Loads of love, Carl, Cath and Shaun 
xxxx
HUBERY, Eddie and Gwen Congratulations on your Golden 
Wedding Anniversary 12th March 2010. From All the Family 
xxx
ROBERT TOMLINSON Happy 18th birthday. Love from Aunty 
Kaz, Neil and Katie xx
CHARLOTTE DOUGLAS congratulations on passing your 
driving test. Lots of love, Mam, Nan, Grandad and Auntie Claire 
xxx
ABBIE KENNEDY To our special Niece, congratulations on 
gaining 3rd place in Rosettes 6-8 years. You were fantastic and 
we are proud of you. Lots of love, Uncle Stephen, Aunty Kirsty, 
Libbie and Flynn.
McCLEAN KEITH. Happy 50th Birthday on March 18th. Love 
and best wishes from your Ma-in-Law xxx.

Mothers Day
Remembrance

LIZ POSTLE Happy Mothers 
Day Nanna. Words cannot 
describe how much I miss 
you each day. I wish you were 
here with me. Love you all the 
world. Sarah xxx
ELIZABETH POSTLE Mam. 
Another Mothers Day without 
you. If there really is a Heaven, 
I know that is where you will 
be watching and caring for us, 
your precious family. Love and 
miss you loads, Julie and Pete
ELLEN ATHERTON 
21/1/16-25/2/09. Our hearts 
still ache with sadness, and 
silent tears still flow. What it 
meant to loose you Mum, no 
one will ever know. So if you 
still have a Mother, treat her 
with love and care, because 
you never know how lonely 
life is, when your Mother isn’t 
there. Love and miss you every 
day Mum. Eleanor, Mel and 
family xxxx
ELLEN ATHERTON On 
this Mothers Day without you, 
there’s so much I want to say. 
So just look around your garden 
Lord, find the Mother that I 
love, put your arms around her 
Lord, I only wish I could. Love 
always, Mary xxx
JANE WAKE (Burrell). 
Thinking of you today Mam 
on Mothers Day and every day. 
God bless you. Love and miss 
you. Daughter, Mena and Son-
in-Law Joe xx
PATRICIA FISK (Pat), 
2 4 / 3 / 1 9 3 6 - 0 7 / 0 7 / 2 0 0 0 . 
Treasured memories of a dear 
Mother, so sadly missed. Love 
always, Susan, Michael and 
family xx
FEATHERSTONE, Eleanor. 
25/06/1906-08/05/2006. Loved 
always Mam. Tony and family 
xxx
DIXON MONICA, Thinking 
of you Mam today and always. 
Wendy, Paul and Emma xxx
KELL EDITH. Mam, it’s been 
four years, how time flies away, 
but our precious memories and 
love for you will always stay. 
Love and miss you more each 
day. Love you, Robin, Judith, 
Ian, Christine and Lindy xxx.
KELL EDITH, Thinking 
of you on Mothers Day and 
always. Love and miss you so 
much. Love you Nana. From 
all your Grandchildren and 
Great Grandchildren. xx

Mothers Day

JULIE WATSON Happy 
Mothers Day Mammy! You are 
the bestest friend a Daughter 
could wish for. You are the 
best!!! Love you all the world, 
Sarah and Gizmo xxx
SPENSLEY (Sylvia) Happy 
Mothers Day to the one and 
only, love you loads Mam. 
Have a good day. Love, Julie, 
Den and family xx
HOWIE (Tania). I love you 
with all my heart Mammy. 
Love from your little Princess, 
Kya xx
BELLAMY (Natalie). Loves 
and big kisses to our Mammy. 
Love from Masie and Thomas 
(The Chief) xxx
JOANNE HOWARTH To 
the worlds best Mam. Always 
there, always helpful, always 
kind, always our perfect Mam. 
Adam and Alex xxxx
JULIE HOWEY Happy 
Mothers Day Mam. Thanks for 
everything you do. You mean 
the world to us, have a lovely 
day. Lots of love, Ste, Amy, 
Michael, Tanya and Paul. Nana, 
love you loads, Poppy, Thomas 
and Kya xxx
KAREN BOWTELL - Thank 
you for being so selfless and 
devoting all your life to bring 
us up. We love you; Ruth, 
Rebecca, Isaac, Daniel, Sara 
and Peter.
ANNE KEMP Happy Mothers 
Day Mam. We think you are 
great. Love you so much. Love, 
Kieran and Matthew xx
JUDITH PROBYN Happy 
Mothers Day Mam “Simply 
the Best”. Love you loads, 
Annemarie and Claire xx
DEBBIE LIVERMORE Have 
a great day Mam. Love always, 
Curt and Cloe xxx
TARVIT JENNY, Happy 
Mothers Day to our Mam. 
Have a lovely day being spoilt. 
Love from all the family xxxx
RISEBOROUGH PAULA, 
To the best Mam in the world. 
Happy Mothers Day from Shay 
and Taylor xxxx.
MANDY TURNBULL Happy 
Mothers Day to the best Mum 
in the world. Love you always. 
Daughter, Claire <3 xxx
SAM CRAWLEY To the best 
Mum in the world, Happy 
Mothers Day. Lots of love, 
Jayden, Tyler and the bump 
xxx

Happy 21st Birthday - 12th March 2010
Hope you enjoy your Party

Lots of love, Mam, Dad, Andrew, Nanna, Grandad, Nanna 
Joyce, Tom, Aunts, Uncles, Cousins and Friends xxxx

Caroline Louise Meakin

Well Done Natasha
on coming third at Blackpool, dancing in the Nationals.

We are so proud of you. Love from Dad, Kate, Grandma, 
Grandad, Uncle Mark, Auntie Julie, Mark, Kayleigh, Reece, 

Taylor and Charlie

Natasha Slade

Massive Well Done
Abbie for coming third 
place in the Nationwide 
Street Competition at 
Blackpool. You danced 
absolutely fantastic and we 
are very very proud. Big 
thanks to Caroline Race 
for all your support. Love, 
Mam, Dad, Joe and both 
Gran and Grandads xxx

Abbie Kennedy

80 YEARS YOUNG
16th March 2010

Many happy returns, have 
a lovely day. Love from 
Lily xxx
Happy birthday Dad. Enjoy 
your weekend. Love from 
Elizabeth and Keith xx
Best wishes Grandad 
on your 80th. All 
Grandchildren and Great 
Grandchildren xxx

George Richards

Happy 18th Birthday
11th March 2010

Have a fab day. Love from 
Mam and Hanny xx

Robert Tomlinson

Happy 21st Birthday
Congratulations on your 
21st. Lots of love, Mam, 
Dad, Faith and Eddi xx
Congratulations on your 
21st birthday. Lots of love, 
Grandma xxx

Lois Fayre Richmond

Happy 5th Birthday
to our beautiful 
Granddaughter! Lots of 
love from Grannie Witch 
and Granpa

Alana Thompson

Happy 18th Birthday
Hope you have a great 
party. Love from Mam and 
Dad xx
Happy 18th to my big Sis. 
Love, Bradley xxx
To a special Granddaughter 
on her 18th birthday. Love 
from Nana and Grandad E 
xxx

Katie Race

Happy 4th Birthday
To our Gorgeous Girl. We 
love you loads, Mummy, 
Daddy & Elle xxxxxxxxxx

Lexi Christon

Congratulations
Babe on gaining 5th place 
in Stardance, 8-10 years 
in the Nationwide Street 
Competition held at the 
Winter Gardens, Blackpool. 
You were amazing and 
we are very very proud 
of you. Keep up the hard 
work. Lots of love always, 
Mammy and Stephen.
To my Big Sis. Go Libbie, 
you are the best. Love, 
Flynn
A big thank you to Caroline 
Race at Lea Green Dance 
School
Libbie To our amazing 
special Granddaughter. 
You put the effort in and 
got your reward. We are 
so proud. Lots of love and 
kisses, Gran and Grandad

Libbie Mai Anderson
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Children from St. Oswald’s Pre-School celebrating ‘World Book Day’. All the children 
dressed up as a character from their favourite story book.

CELEBRATING WORLD BOOK DAY

This is the new youth 
shelter funded from 
County Councillor 
Dorothy Bopwman’s 
Neighbourhood Budget 
through the AAP. The 
young people chose the 
design and think it is 
“Cool” They have waited 
for nearly 3yrs to see their 
hopes realised and she 
hopes the young people 
appreciate the shelter. “I 
would like to thank Town 
Clerk Andrew Bailey for 
co-ordinating the project 

New Youth Shelter for Horndale Park
and Don Thompson for 
taking down the old shelter 
and preparing the site” said 
Dorothy. 

Emma Hindmarch, and Family 
would like to give a big thank 
you to the gentleman who 
found her handbag outside the 
Big Club and returned it to her 
with all contents intact. We 
are very grateful that a very 
honest person found her bag 
and returned it to her.
Emma Hindmarch
Watson Road

Honest Man

Dear Sir,
Before joining the Lib Dems, 
Cllr Bill Blenkinsopp had 
made quite a reputation 
taking issue with Labour on 
many differing topics despite 
personal attacks on him. So 
it came as a surprise to note 
that he had been quoted in a 
newspaper article about his 
intent to move a vote of no 
confi dence.  

He said “I will move a motion 
of no confi dence with regard 
to Cllr Dorothy Bowman 
not reporting she had lost 
the Mayoral chain of offi ce 
7 weeks previously”.  This 
was to be carried out at the 
Town Council meeting last 
Wednesday. No attempt to do 
so was made, despite support 
for this at the meeting.  Paper 
talk is fi ne, doing the actual 
thing is another matter. 
The Lib Dems will be standing 
candidates in Elections in 
Newton Aycliffe and are 
seeking people interested in 
improving representation in 
Great Aycliffe to approach 
them and bring issues to their 
attention.  If you do, why not 
ask questions such as . . .  
If I vote Lib Dem can I 
depend on vigorous political 
representation from the 
candidates?
Can voters really trust the Lib 
Dems to deliver on any issue 
if their idea of representation 
is to do nothing and just make 
noises in the press?
If the Lib Dems did not 
stop Counc. Blenkinsopp 
from moving this vote of no 
confi dence why did ne not 
carry out his intentions?
Maybe, the Lib Dems can 
assure voters through Newton 
News which scenario it was?
Secretary Kenneth Stubbs
Great Aycliffe Independent  
Cllrs

Why was ‘Vote of No 
Confidence’ Dropped?

Dear Sir. 
As someone with a parent 
being cared for in Hackworth 
House in Shildon, I do not 
agree with one word of Mike 
Dixon’s letter about the 
Unitary Authority’s proposal 
to close all the Council run 
Residential Care Homes in 
Co Durham. I will say this 
though; he has the courage to 
put his misguided opinions 
into print. 
Although there is a 
consultation period on this 

Care Home issue, I believe 
that as soon as the party whip 
is cracked, which it will be, 
all our Labour Councillors 
will cast their vote the way 
they are told to, or lose party 
favour and the lucrative 
posts attached. 
We have seen very little 
support from our M.P. or 
our local Councillors on 
this matter, and as lifelong 
Labour party supporter, I am 
now looking to actively vote 
against them at national and 
local level. 
Phil Wilson our M.P. is 
apparently not taking sides 
on this matter. I suggest in the 
next election he stands as an 
M.P. in the Swiss Parliament 
as they are usually neutral. 
On a local level the choice 
is more diffi cult, our local 
politicians are obsessed 
with self glorifi cation as 
they hop from party to 
party or independent group, 
whichever is the fl avour of 
the month. Their overall 
record on local issues is 
abysmal. Take our new 
Town Centre, it’s taking 
longer to build than Durham 
Cathedral. 
They refer to themselves as 
Honorary Aldermen and we 
hear of such trivialities as a 
lost  chain of offi ce - so you 
shouldn’t be the next Mayor 
and go to Garden Parties. 
All this while their present or 
former Lords & masters are 
planning to deprive the old 
& vulnerable of this County 
of proper Care Homes that 
do such a magnifi cent job. 
Mr. B. Bennett 
Priestman Rd 

Labour Councillors Will 
Vote as They Are Told

Dear sir,
I am writing to query if 
Newton Aycliffe Leisure 
Centre have any concern for 
their neighbours?  I live over 
the road and for the past 2 
weeks, on a Saturday night, 
we have had to listen to the 
severely loud (banging) music 
coming from their building.  
This continues beyond 
midnight and I ask if the 
sound equipment is governed 
by the noise pollution levels 
required? They must be 
breaking the law with regard 
to the level of noise coming 
from their building.  Other 
night clubs/pubs have to be 
sound proofed to reduce noise 
pollution, why are they an 
exception?  
I spoke to the receptionist on 
Sunday of last week (21st) 
and was told that they had 
2 parties on that night and 
asked me what they were to 
do? I told them to respect 
people who live nearby.  I also 
phoned the Leisure Centre on 
27th February to complain 

about the noise and they said 
they would turn it down to an 
acceptable level, but they did 
not.  
This is having a detrimental 
effect on our lives as we work 
all week and would like to rest 
at the weekend, but the noise 
wakes our children up, who 
cannot go back to sleep and we 
are also robbed of our sleep. 
I am seeking advice from the 
local environmental team and 
the police. 
Clare Reilly

LEISURE CENTRE’S 
EXCESSIVE NOISE

Loud Music Wakes ChildrenResidents in Great Aycliffe 
and Middridge can fi nd out 
how local issues are being 
tackled when the local area 
action partnership meets 
later this month.
The Great Aycliffe and 
Middridge (GAMP) board 
will meet on Tuesday 30 
March, between 5.00pm 
and 8.00pm, at Woodham 
Community Centre and 
local people are invited 
to go along to observe 
proceedings.  
Members of the public can 
also raise any local issues 
they would like the board 
to address. These need to 
be put in writing and sent 
by 20 March.
Anyone wishing to attend 
the board meeting should 
register in advance by 
ringing 01388 816166, ext 
7769, or by emailing paula.
stockport@durham.gov.uk

HAVE A SAY 
ON LOCAL 

ISSUES

Dear Sir,
With regard to Don Fraser’s 
Letter on house allocation.
While waiting at a bus stop I 
got talking to an elderly lady 
who had been allocated a 
house in the town, moving 
here from Kendal to be near 
her daughter.
I don’t know the circumstances, 
but it certainly needs 
investigation. I have no axe to 
grind as I have my own home, 
but my son’s name has been on 
the list for years. He is single 
and just accepts he won’t be 
housed, as families come fi rst, 
or do they?
Confused.

HOUSING 
ALLOCATION


