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SafeLine Taxis
(Aycliffe’s “Black Taxi” Company)

312 512
THE ONLY TAXI NUMBER YOU WILL EVER NEED

All Durham County Council Licensed Vehicles

OPEN 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK
Website: www.safelinetaxis.co.ukYOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER  -  ‘NEWS THAT MATTERS’

KAB
TAXIS

4, 7 and 8
Seater Available

316203
A2B 314545

elachi indian restaurant
1 Upper Beveridge Walkway - DL5 4EE

Town Centre (next to Stevenrussell) 316516
Free Parking on Town Centre Rooftop Car Park

Exceptional, Contemporary Indian Cuisine
Take Away Service Available

SUNDAY & MONDAY 4 COURSE SPECIAL FOR £9.95

OPEN 7 EVENINGS A WEEK FROM 5.30pm-11.00pm
10% DISCOUNT FOR COLLECTION

Air Conditioned - Full Restaurant Licence
Seats 90 in Comfort - Party Bookings Welcome

LIFE INSURANCE
“Because your Family is Worth it”

Life insurance is an affordable way to protect your 
family’s lifestyle and give them a secure future 
if you’re no longer around. You can choose the 
level of cover required. If you die, your insurance 
policy will pay out a lump sum or regular income 
for the amount you insure yourself for. 
Anyone with family and financial obligations 
shouldn’t think ‘do I need it?’ but rather ‘what kind 
and how much?’ 
Protecting what you already have should be the 
start of any sound financial plan. As independent 
financial advisers, we can help ensure whatever 
policy you select is right for your individual 
circumstances.
Contact us to make a no obligation appointment. 

Telephone: 01388 776000
After office hours: 07774 248820 or 07977 164179

Martin Bage Ltd is an Appointed Representative of Advanced Financial Services UK Ltd 
who are Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

Registered Office: 40 Church Street, Shildon, Co Durham, DL4 1DX
Registered in England. Registration Number: 4905360

1/2 Price Eye Examination

This voucher entitles you to a full eye examination at The Village Optician for £10 
(Normally priced at £20) | Voucher must be presented at the time of the eye examination

Voucher does not apply to NHS tests | Call in or phone for your appointment

Tel: 01325 31 99 22
4 Cobblers Hall Village Centre | Burn Lane | Newton Aycliffe

Horndale Taxis
Est. 1989 - 4 to 8 SEATER CARS

We are the Cheapest in Town

TELEPHONE: 01325

307307

Maple Way, Newton Aycliff e
Tel: 01325 310989

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
NIGHT PARTY AT 
PLANET LEISURE

2 GAMES OF BOWLING
and 2 DRINKS
for only £10.00

Available aft er 10pm

OVER 50S SPECIAL
£4.95 for 2 games plus a 

Lavazza coff ee
Available before 4pm

Monday to Friday

Starting Soon
BOWLING LEAGUE

Please call and
leave your details

www.planet-leisure.co.uk

Durham County Council’s 
Cabinet is being asked 
to approve plans for new 
customer access points in 
the heart of four major 
communities. 
A report to members next 
week outlines how, by 
choosing busy town centre 
locations, the council can 
save money in the long 
term but improve its offer to 
customers at the same time.
Last year the Cabinet agreed 
a budget of £8m to invest 
in new Customer Access 
Points (CAPs) which offer 
information and support 
on a range of council and 
partner agency services 
in easy to reach locations. 
At the same time a review 
of the authority’s office 
accommodation was carried 
out to ensure all buildings 
were fit for modern purposes. 
Those which are not will be 
sold off for redevelopment 
rasiing income for the 
council in the longer term 
and replenishing the £8m 
investment made.
Cabinet member for 
regeneration and economic 
development, Cllr Neil 
Foster, said:”The report 
offers Cabinet an important 
update, including the fact 
that the programme of new 
CAPs remains within budget.
“But it also asks members 

to approve the locations of 
four new facilities which 
I feel confident will be a 
major improvement for our 
customers in Crook, Durham 
City, Barnard Castle and 
Newton Aycliffe.”
“The idea is that by choosing 
locations we already know 
are both popular and easily 
accessible and co-locating a 
range of services on one site, 
we improve what we offer 
residents and in the longer 
term, save money.
“I am particularly delighted 
that the report outlines a 
CAP for Newton Aycliffe, 
which I am sure will be most 
welcome for local people, 
who have not had anything 
similar in the past.”
The report proposes a 
new CAP within the  
Leisure Centre itself and a 
refurbishment programme 
of a number of local retail 
premises to provide a new 

PROMISE OF NEW LIBRARY 
FOR AYCLIFFE IN COUNCIL’S 

EASY ACCESS PLANS
library. The proposals were 
considered by the Council 
Cabinet on Thursday 
September 22nd.

Last weekend saw an amazing 
end to the summer for local 
lad Henry Johnson, with a 3rd 
place position at the Junior 
Great North Run. He stormed 
around the 4k course in 
13.41. The route was tackled 
by runners from across the 
country, but the young athlete 
was happy to come in 3rd for 
the 13-14 yrs boys. 
The winner of the category 
was Josh Schofield from York 
who was this year’s London 
mini marathon winner. “I 
was only 13 sec behind Josh, 

Local Lad 3rd in Junior 
Great North Run

so I am really pleased with 
my performance today,” said 
Henry. His overall position 
of 8th place meant he had 
run faster than many of those 
competing in the 15-16 yr 
category. 
Johnson puts his recent success 
down to a few well placed 
events in his running diary. The 
Tartan Games at Gateshead 
at the end of August, gave 
him chance to race in Under 
15 boys 1500m. A few days 
before he was struggling with  
asthma and considered pulling 
out. He did race and a photo 
finish saw him take 3rd place 
by only 400th of a second. 
Early September saw Johnson 
run at the Tees Pride 3k fun 
run. Coming back to defend 
his 2010 title, he glided to 1st 
place well ahead of the pack, in 
10.33.  Final preparations were 
put together on September 
10th, when Johnson took part 
in his first ever park run at 
Durham. He was 4th over the 
line, behind the adults and first 
junior back with 17.41 a new 
personal best at the distance. 
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BASED AT
BLUEBELL GARAGE

Full Range of Valeting Services Available
Bookings Accepted on 07709 337318

Drive Through Car Wash from £5

CONVENIENCE STORECONVENIENCE STORE
NOW OPENNOW OPEN
Selling: NewspapersSelling: Newspapers
Sandwiches, Sandwiches, CConfectionery, etc...onfectionery, etc...

Tel: 01388 773450 for more information

The Macmillan world’s 
biggest coffee morning is 
now an annual event and the 
Pioneering Care Partnership 
(PCP) will be celebrating 100 
years of Macmillan, having 

fun, meeting friends old and 
new, to join in this national 
event to raise money to support 
people living with cancer. 
The Coffee Morning is taking 
place on Friday 30 September 
at the Pioneering Care Centre 
in Newton Aycliffe between 
10.00am - 12.00pm. This will 
include tea and coffee, tombola 
and displays. There will also be 
an opportunity to see what the 
Macmillan Cancer Information 
and Support Service can offer 
to the people in the Sedgefield 
area.
Jane Hartley PCP Chief 
Executive said: “The event 
aims to raise the profile of the 
Macmillan Cancer Information 
and Support Services based 
here in the Pioneering Care 
Centre whilst also raising 
money for Macmillan Cancer 
Support.
We are so pleased to have the 
Macmillan information and 
support centre as tenants of 
the Pioneering Care Centre 
as it offers a wide range of 
information on all aspects of 
cancer from prevention to care 
and is available for anyone 
who has been affected by 
cancer, patients, relatives and 
friends. Every penny raised at 

WORLD’S BIGGEST COFFEE MORNING AT PCP

The successful Lunch Club 
recently launched at St 
Mary’s on Burn Lane is 
welcoming new members. 
The club, for elderly people 
in Newton Aycliffe, was set 
up as a partnership between 
the Parish of St Mary and St 
Joseph and North East charity, 
St Cuthberts Care.    
With 27 volunteers the Lunch 
Club, held every Thursday at 
St Mary’s, is flourishing and 
ready to help more people 
from the local community. 

Photo: Adam White (Community Development Project Officer, Great Aycliffe & Middridge 
Partnership), Councillor John Moran, Councillor Sarah Iveson, Kathleen Urwin (St Cuthberts Care), 
Maureen Osborn (St Mary’s) and Fr Michael Campion

St. Mary’s Lunch Club 
Welcomes New Members

By providing them with a 
place to enjoy a nutritious 
lunch, companionship and a 
range of fun and entertaining 
activities, the Club aims to 
lessen the impact of isolation 
and loneliness and to help 
people enjoy the company 
and friendship of the group.                                                                                                                                           
Great Aycliffe and Middridge 
Partnership (GAMP) 
has funded essential 
improvements to make access 
and toilet facilities more 
wheelchair friendly for the 

Club users. Funding was also 
provided to upgrade kitchen 
facilities including the heating 
and lighting systems.
 Among those who are already 
benefiting from the lunch 
club is a carer who has been 
isolated by the responsibilities 
she has for her elderly 
husband, and an elderly 
married couple who have 
experienced little interaction 
with their community for 
several years.
Father Michael Campion, 
Parish Priest for St Mary’s 
said, “Our lunch club has 
proved to be invaluable to 
many people in Newton 
Aycliffe and we want to make 
sure that every available 
place is used to benefit those 
who need our support.  I am 
grateful to St Cuthberts Care 
for the expertise they have 
shared with us and to our team 
of dedicated volunteers who 
generously give their time to 
benefit others.”
Kathleen Urwin, Community 
Services Manager with 
St Cuthberts Care added, 
“Working together with 
Father Campion and local 
volunteers, we have created 
a safe place where people 
can be assured of a warm 
welcome, a hot meal and 
companionship. St Mary’s 
Lunch Club undoubtedly 
provides a weekly highlight 
for those who were previously 
unable to maintain links with 
their own community.”
St Mary’s Lunch Club costs 
£3 and takes place every 
Thursday in St Mary’s on 
Burn Lane /Central Avenue 
between 11am and 2pm.  
Booking is essential. Further 
details are available from St 
Mary’s Lunch Club on 01325 
313 611.

the coffee mornings will help 
fund more services for people 
affected by cancer.”
There will also be an 
opportunity for people to find 
out how they can become a 
volunteer in the Macmillan 
Cancer Information and 

Support Service and make a 
real difference to those affected 
by the disease.
For further details contact 
the Pioneering Care Centre, 
Carer’s Way, Newton Aycliffe, 
County Durham DL5 4SF,  tel: 
329933. www.pcp.uk.net.

Dear Sir,
Can Labour Councillors on 
the Town Council consider the 
ratepayers requests and stop 
discriminating against those 
who want to give a picnic 
bench for the use of disabled 
people?
They might inform the 
ratepayers also how much it 
cost to put up a youth shelter 
for a Labour Councillor and 
then had to remove it due to 
anti-social behaviour.
Residents were not asked if 
they had any objection to the 
siting of this shelter so come 
on Labour stop trying to 
score points and do what you 
are elected to do - serve the 
people. Labour has lost my 
vote!
G. Sowerby,
Silkin Way.

Dear Sir,
Great Aycliffe Town 
Council should accept that 
Independent Councillors are 
there to serve the people and 
I think it is disgusting and 
childish that the Leader and 
the rest of the group of Labour 
Councillors have refused 
the gift of a picnic bench for 
disabled people requested by 
an Independent Councillor.
They should be grateful for 
the offer  and remember the 
householders nearby had no 
objection.
It is also very churlish of Cllr. 
John Clare to call the matter “a 
bit of excitement”
H Watson
Silkin Way

Dear Sir,
Why do the Town Council 
have so much trouble 
accepting the gift of a picnic 
bench? They made very hard 
work of an easy situation and 
it appears the Labour group 
is hell bent on doing what 
they want and not what is 
requested.
It seems they have no 
consideration for others and 
it was just an opportunity to 
discriminate against another 
Councillor who supported the 
request of his wife.
It was noticeable that the 
Independents on the Council 
supported the proposal - why 
not Labour? Guess who I will 
vote for, next election?
G Clark
Silkin Way.

RESIDENTS 
CONDEMN 
LABOUR’S 
DECISION
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MANCINI’S
PRICE CRUNCHPRICE CRUNCH

Buy 1 Get 1 FreeBuy 1 Get 1 Free
Two Large Chicken Parma - £12
Two Small Chicken Parma - £8

Two 10” Pizzas - £7.00
Two 12” Pizzas - £9.00
Two 16” Pizzas - £12.00

Two Donner Kebabs - £7.00
Two Chicken Kebabs - £9.00
Two House Specials - £12.00

7 St. Elizabeths Close
Woodham Village

01325 320000 or 300900
Open from 5.00pm to 11.00pm

A new Social Club has 
opened every Tuesday at 
St. Clares Church Hall from 
1pm - 3pm. 
Enjoy crafting, play 
Dominoes, Chess, Whist, 
Draughts. You name it . . or 
just sit and natter!
Music will  be provided for 
those who wish to dance.
Tea & Coffee & Biscuits 
provided.
Give it a GO come along 
and say HELLO. Further 
details or suggestions ring 
Ric Hargreaves on 316755.

New Social 
Club in 

Church Hall

A whole bunch of runners 
from Newton Aycliffe’s 
“Banana Army” pounded 
the pavements of the north-
east last weekend to raise 
vital funds for Leukaemia & 
Lymphoma Research. 
Sporting their trademark 
yellow shirts, the families 
ran first on Saturday 17th 
September. Grace Everson, 
Maisie & James Henry, Isaac, 
Jacob and Dominic Hume 
were all cheered over the start 
line by Minnie & Mickey 
Mouse.
 They ran their little socks off 
around the one mile course to 
receive their well-deserved 
medals at the end. Ellie 
Drake, 13, joined the 4km 
junior race and came in 6th, 
with an impressive time of 16 
minutes, knocking 3 minutes 
off her pb.

BARMY BUNCH ON THE RUN

On Sunday the adults, 
Andrew Armitage, Jamie 
Everson, Jaime Hume and 
Paul O’Connor took to the 
streets. Starting in Newcastle 
they were spurred on by the 
support and cheers of amazing 
crowds along the route. 
The group of friends who 
have chosen this cause 
as it’s close to all of their 
hearts, have now raised a 
staggering £6,568 through 
all of their fundraising. The 
forget me not ball being held 
at Hardwick Hall on Friday 
30th September will be the 
penultimate event in their 
calendar for this year.
The group are still looking 
for raffle and auction prizes 
to further boost their efforts. 
If you are able to help, 
please contact them through 
their website at www.
bananarmy2011.co.uk

This year Neville Parade Methodist Church will hold a Harvest 
Festival with a difference.
It will be a time of thanksgiving for industry and there will be a 
display of products of local firms in the Church Hall.
A number of firms including Merchant Place Developments 
(the firm which is building the new Hitachi train factory) have 
agreed to participate and we are hoping for an exhibition of 
interest and variety. On Friday 30th September there will be a 
formal opening at 7pm.
Phil Wilson our M.P.and the Rev Ruth Gee our Chair of 
District and Interim Chair of Tees Valley Mission and a 
number of representatives from local firms will give short 
presentations.
The Church will be open on Saturday 1st October for viewing 
from 10am - 4pm and also on Sunday afternoon from 2pm - 
4pm. Refreshments will be available.
At the services on Sunday 2nd October the preacher will be 
Rev Rosa Leto an industrial chaplain working in the District. 
We look forward to meeting you over the weekend.

A DIFFERENT HARVEST
Everyone’s favourite Nanny takes the stage next month 
when the C.A.T.S. Youth Theatre Group present their 
version of the musical “Mary Poppins”. Amongst the 
47 strong cast aged 8 to 11 years are 13 young people  
from the Newton Aycliffe and School Aycliffe areas. 
A spokesperson said “The C.A.T.S. production of Mary 
Poppins, is a combination of the 1964  film, and PL 
Travers book, all the characters, such as Mary Poppins, 
Bert, Jane and Michael are in their production along 
with all the well known songs”.
The four performances are at the Civic Hall, Shildon, 
Thursday 13th, Friday 14th October, at 7.30pm, 
Saturday 15th and Sunday 16th October at 2pm.
So after your “jolly holiday” and before “flying your 
kite” you can purchase tickets, priced £4.00 Adults, 
£2.50 Children (over 5) and Concessions by ringing  
01325  313363.

NANNY MARY POPS-IN
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Councillors Lee and Crudass 
will be holding their Ward 
Surgery in Heighington 
Village Hall starting at 
10am on Saturday October 
1st. Everyone is welcome to 
come along to discuss any 
concern, complaint or advice 
that you may have with 
council issues.

Heighington 
Ward Surgery

Woodham Movie Dome 
are showing the musical 
comedy “Hairspray” 
on Friday the 30th of 
September in St Elizabeth’s 
Church Hall. The movie will 
begin at 7pm. Refreshment 
will be available.
Admission £3 on the door. 
For more information 
contact Brian on 319067

Film Show at 
Woodham

Dear Sir,
I was concerned by the letter 
by Arun Chandran and wish 
to state I am an Indpendent 
but not a member of the 
Group of Independents on 
the Town Council.
I attend all the meetings 
that I have to and residents 
of the Neville Ward will be 
aware of my work for them. 
The do contact me with their 
problems and I do my best to 
solve them.
Arun Chandran was in 
attendance at the Council 

AGM and will know the 
Labour Party had the majority 
with 17 votes and they voted 
all their own members to 
important positions on 
Committees as Chairman 
and Vice Chairman, leaving 
Independents with a few 
places to fill.
Labour Party members also 
miss meetings and if Mr. 
Chandran has anything to 
say about my attendances he 
should talk to me directly.
I am not one for writing 
letters to Newton News, but 
I do object to being called 
part of a “motley” group. 
I have a full time job and 
work hard in my ward. The 
defintion of “independent” is 
not dependent on others and 
not controlled by anyone. I 
therefore can vote for what I 
think is right and not what the 
Labour Party tells me to do!
Councillor George R. Gray
Indpendent, Neville Ward

Councillor Responds 
to Criticism A flourishing steel firm in 

Newton Aycliffe has begun 
a £500,000 expansion of its 
factory.
Finley Structures acquired 
the 39,000 sq ft unit adjacent 
to its current premises on 
Aycliffe Business Park 
to develop the site for its 
sister company, SCH Site 
Services.
SCH Site Services is a stand-
alone firm which works 
alongside Finley Structures, 
focusing on structural steel 
installation and secondary 
steelwork packages. The new 
site is a £500,000 investment 
which will create at least 10 
new jobs, boosting SCH’s 
current 27-strong workforce, 
on top of the 51 current 
Finley Structures employees.
Finley Structures managing 
director John Finley, pictured 
in the site, said “This is a 
positive development for 
the group of companies 
which will create new jobs 
in the area and enhance the 
business significantly.
“We have developed the 
secondary steel work side 
of our operations in recent 
months and this new site is a 
natural progression for SCH.
“It makes sense to segregate 
the secondary steel work into 
the new premises in order 
to maintain our specialised 
workforce in the separate 
areas of the business.”
SCH will be looking to 
employ Contract Managers, 
Welders, Platers and 
Labourers at the new facility.
Finley Structures has just 
completed high-profile 

contracts with Tolent 
Construction at Nifco’s 
new site near Stockton and 
BAM Construction at its 
Sunderland Software Centre.
It is also currently working 
on jobs at North Shields 
Metro Station for May 
Gurney Rail Services 
Limited, Hebburn Primary 
School for Carillion Building 
and Central Walker Primary 
School in Newcastle for Sir 
Robert McAlpine.

Aycliffe Firm’s £500k Expansion

Through the Generations’ 
is an exhibition of art 
work by three generations 
of a local family of artists 
including Nationally 
renowned artists, twin 
brothers Steve and Chris 
Rocks, their mother Lynn 
Rocks and grandfather 
Colin Richardson.
Entry to the exhibition 
is free and will include 
paintings from the latest 
Rocks Brothers collection 
of stunning contemporary 
landscape and seascape 
original oil paintings as 
well as covering many 
other genres and styles.
The exhibition is to be held 
in the Memorial Room at 

Three Generations of a Family 
of Artists Exhibit Work

Spennymoor Town Hall 
on Saturday 1st October 
and Sunday 2nd October 
from 10.00am – 5.00pm.  
Or why not come to the 
Preview Evening on Friday 

30th September where 
the bar will be open from 
7.00pm till 11.00pm. Come 
along and chat to the artists 
at this ‘not to be missed’ 
opportunity

Dear Sir,
I totally agree with the article last week regarding no thought 
for disabled drivers, I often go to Tesco and can never get 
parked in the disabled bays, and it happens daily. 
I approached Tesco a few weeks ago and said there were five 
cars without blue badges, he replied that it is nothing to do 
with them, it is the job of the council. 
So whose responsilbility is it and where are our traffic 
wardens? People who are not disabled don’t appreciate how 
hard it is for us to get to the shops in the first place. 
I use crutches and have to struggle to get to my car every time 
I go to Tesco. This problem is at all supermarkets and stores 
but no one seems to want to help. I appeal to people who abuse 
these bays to be more considerate to disabled people!
Allison White

DRIVERS USING 
DISABLED CAR SPACES
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1st 4 MOBILITY
FOR ALL YOUR MOBILITY NEEDS
New and Used Scooters
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

“If you can’t come to us, we will come to you”
Scooters used from £249; new from £595
Rise/Recliner Chairs used from £249; new from £549

Freephone 08000 375 980
Dave/Steve, 16 West Auckland Rd, Darlington
Local Dealer and Aycliffe resident for 35 years

CO2 EMISSIONS
Electricity generated from wind turbines is unpredictable.
Conventional power stations, running inefficiently and 
producing CO2, are needed as backup.
CO2 is produced in the manufacture of thousands of 
cubic feet of concrete for the base of each turbine. Lorries 
constructing the bases and road infrastructure emit CO2.
RESULT – a negligible reduction in CO2 emissions over 
the lifetime of a wind farm

SUBSIDIES
Wind farms are only viable because of Renewable 
Obligation Certificates (ROCs). The consumer pays a 
higher price for electricity – the main beneficiaries are the 
shareholders of cement, wind and electricity companies 
and the landowners. Environmental economists estimate 
the environmental impact cost to every household in 
Scotland is £288 per on-shore wind farm.

ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECTS
“Wind farms” should be called “Wind power stations” – 
they are industrializations of the natural landscape
Scotland’s natural beauty – its attraction to tourists – is 
under threat with proposals for 250 wind farms.
Auchencorth Moss is close to the Pentland Hills – a 
Regional Park. A wind power
station will destroy the view of the hills from the major 
tourist routes and will destroy views from the Pentlands
Auchencorth Moss is a raised peat bog, a site of special 
scientific interest and a breeding ground for birds.

WIND FARMS: 
A REALITY CHECK

A group of young people 
have been given an 
insight into the world of 
work with an advanced 
IT apprenticeship run by 
Newton Aycliffe firm Baltic 
Training Services.
As part of Baltic’s 22-week 
programme, in partnership 
with the Student Loans 
Company  in Darlington,  
the teenagers have 
successfully graduated 
from the apprenticeship 
which has helped them gain 
qualifications and vital work 
experience.
As well as gaining level two 
key skills in Application of 
Number, Communication 
and ICT, and a nationally 
recognised Apprenticeship 
qualification, the young 
people have also had hands-
on business experience, 
making them well equipped 
for successful employment 
in a range of office-
based and call-centre 
environments.
The learners spent half 
their time with Baltic’s 
training staff during the 
apprenticeship, and the 
other half with the Student 
Loans Company gaining 
office-based experience.
It is hoped that the training 
programme will provide 
a stepping stone for the 
apprentices to gain IT or 
administration roles in 
business.
The current group, who left 
school in 2010, is the first 
to undertake the Advanced 
IT Application Specialist 
Apprenticeship with Baltic 
Training Services and the 
Student Loans Company, 
and with the success of 
the pilot programme, 
Baltic Training are 
already recruiting the next 
generation of apprentices.  
Ian Manthorp, assistant 
manager at the Student 
Loans Company, said: 
“The first group have been 
a pleasure to work with 
and it is safe to say the 
apprenticeship programme 
has been a big success.
“It’s a learning curve for us 
as well, so hopefully we’ll 
learn more as we go on, and 
those who come to us in the 
future will only benefit from 
that.”
Bob McLeish, Baltic 
Training Services’ training 
manager for IT and 
Telesales, said: “It is our 
job to provide these young 
people with not only a firm 
grounding for the world of 
work but a full skills set 
to use as they take their 
next steps into their chosen 
career. 
The Student Loans 
Company is delighted 
with the scheme, and most 
importantly the apprentices 
have thoroughly enjoyed 
the course and have found it 
very worthwhile.
“Hopefully our 
apprenticeship programme 
is just the beginning of a 
promising career for them 
all.”
The group included Ryan 
Chapman, Danielle Wilson, 
Luke Gilbert, Kelly-Anne 

Quinn, Luke Swannell, 
Lauren Moss and Danny 
Blakeburn (pictured); and 

Jane Wilson, Jack Blewitt, 
Alex Fraser and Natasha 
McGuinness. 

Young People Graduate from 
Baltic Training Apprenticeship

Dear Sir,
I wonder if it is time to 
have a major rethink in 
respect of the Great Aycliffe 
Show, given that we are all 
being asked to cut our coats 
according to our cloth?
The prohibitive cost of this 
event can be found on the 
Town Council website in 
the Auditor’s Report. I feel 
sure the hardworking Show 
Committee would agree 
that having the Show in the 
Town Centre Park might be 
worth considering.
The showground was in such 
an awful state that parents 
with pushchairs and people 
in wheelchairs just gave up.  
Past experience has taught 
those with cars that parking 
on the field sometimes 
means getting stuck. Relying 
on the barely existent bus 
services, especially on a 
Sunday, is a joke when you 
have children with you.  
The  Chilton Show utilises 

the Primary School rooms 
for the exhibitions and 
handicrafts and uses the 
school playing field for the 
outdoor events. 
Perhaps the Town Council 
could use the excellent 
Youth Centre facilities and 
the Town Park. It is apparent 
that the younger people who 
go to the show for the fair, 
rarely visit the other stalls 
and attractions so perhaps if 
the fair was held separately 
or maybe just leave it for 
the Bonfire spectacular in 
November. 
Making the Show more 
central and accessible means 
the town centre could be 
utilised  for the stalls (like 
on Market day) and the Fire 
Station could hold their 
competitions in their yard 
and have their own ‘Open 
Day’, thereby involving all 
the town. 
Sue
Woodham

Bring The Show to 
the Town Centre
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Greg Henderson a Chartered Physiotherapist operating 
from the Pioneering Care Centre at Cobblers Hall has a fine 
reputation for his range of treatments.
His clinic times have just changed to Monday 5-9pm, Friday 
1.30-6pm and Saturday 8.30am-2.00pm. Full details on his 
website: www.greghenderson.co.uk or ring 327444. 
Greg specialises in back pain but also treats sports 
injuries, arthritis, shoulders, knees, repetitive strain etc and 
acupuncture for pain relief.
He works with all the recognised health providers and his 
prices range from £25 with the usual concessions.

Specialist Pain Relief

The inaugural Flexipol 
Charity Golf Day in aid of 
the City of the Angels was 
held at Richmond Golf Club 
on 21 August.  It raised 
over £1,100 for the refuge, 
founded by Fr Pat Clarke, 
for street children in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil. The City of 
the Angels is the overseas 
aid project this year for the 
Catholic parish of St Mary 
and St Joseph in Aycliffe. 
The team event was won by 
four diocesan clergy who 
regularly play golf together. 
The attached photograph 
shows Patrick Connolly 
(on right) presenting the 
team trophy to Fr Michael 
Campion on behalf of the 
team.
The event was sponsored 
by Patrick Connelly and 
his company, Flexipol 
Packaging Ltd. Patrick, a 
member of the parish of St 
Mary and St Joseph told 
Newton News: “When I 
heard Fr Pat speaking in the 
parish this year I just knew 
I had to do something and I 
am delighted that Flexipol 
could help such a sincere 
man and such a worthwhile 

AYCLIFFE PRIEST IN 
WINNING GOLF TEAM

project in this way.”
Fr Michael Campion, 
parish priest, said: “I am 
most grateful to Patrick 
and his company – Flexipol 
Packaging Ltd – for so 
generously sponsoring 
this event and providing 
wonderful hospitality as 
well. My thanks also go to 
the members of Richmond 
Golf Club for their 
enthusiastic and generous 
support.”
The rolling Richmond 

parkland course has glorious 
views but notoriously tricky 
undulating greens. The 
clergy team overcame some 
tenacious oppononents to 
lift the team trophy. When 
the result was declared, there 
were lots of quips about 
the priests being ‘aided 
by divine inspiration’. 
However, Fr Campion 
assured them that good golf, 
as with most achievements, 
owes more to perspiration 
than inspiration.

Dear Sir,
My Son and I are members 
of the Newton Aycliffe 
Amatuer Boxing Club, a 
local and incredibly popular 
club.
This club has been run in 
Newton Aycliffe by Les 
Gibson for over 24 years, a 
local man who is passionate 
about boxing and equally 
passionate about getting 
the  best from anyone 
who wishes to cross the 
threshold of his gym and 
learn how to become a 
boxer. 
Boxing is a fantastic 
sport, it promotes health, 
welbeing and fitness, not to 
mention self dicipline and 
confidence.
It held training sessions 
every Tuesday and 
Thursday from 6pm till 
730pm at the Youth Centre, 
opposite Tesco until now!
My son and I turned up 
for our usual training 
session last week only 
to find the club had been 
unceromoniusly ousted 

from the Youth Centre. It 
would appear that the time 
slot has been allocated to a 
dance class. 
I understand that there are 
other clubs in the area that 
require training venues, 
but for Les to be treated 
this way and lose both the 
Tuesday and Thursday slots 
I feel is totally wrong.
Les and his boxers are 
without a venue in which 
to train and now face an 
uncertain future at what 
should be the start of the 
Boxing season.
I would like to invite 
anyone involved in the 
decision making process to 
come forward and supply 
an explanation as to how 
they can justify, what I 
believe to be a  dreadful 
decision.
Stuart LePoidevin
Editor: Newton News 
made contact with the 
Management Committee 
Chairman Counc Vince 
Crosby, but to date have 
received no explanation.

GOOD EXPLANATION 
NEEDED FOR 

OUSTING BOXERS
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The National Railway Museum 
at Shildon is appealing to 
former employees of Shildon 
Wagon Works to come forward 
with their stories and memories 
of working on Merry-Go-
Round (MGR) wagons.  
In May the museum saw the 
arrival of the last MGR wagon 
to be built at Shildon Wagon 
Works.  It was built in 1982, 
and was the last new MGR 
wagon to be completed before 
Shildon Wagon Works closed 
in 1984. 
The movement of coal by rail 
in Britain was revolutionised 
in the 1960s through the 
introduction of new coal 
hoppers, called ‘Merry-Go-
Round’ wagons.
A train of ‘Merry-Go-Round’ 
wagons is able to load and 
unload its cargo while still 
moving – so maximising 
efficiency of the wagon fleet.
The prototype was a 32-ton 
unit, built at Darlington and 
tested in 1964 – and recently 
cosmetically restored at the 
NRM Conservation Workshop 
at Locomotion: The National 
Railway Museum at Shildon.
After the closure of Darlington 
Works in 1966, MGR wagon 
production continued at 
Shildon – and, with the 
exception of 160 wagons built 
at Ashford – all 10,702 HAA 
wagons and 460 HDA wagons 
were built in the town. 

LOCO APPEALS FOR STORIES 
FROM FORMER

WAGON WORKS EMPLOYEES
Tony Attle, Education Officer 
at Locomotion said:  “Coal 
wagons have a long history 
of being made in Shildon, 
with over 150 years of coal 
transportation out of the town.  
Merry-Go-Round wagons are 
an important example of this, 
and they are still many in use 
today.  
The display of this wagon at 
Locomotion is an important 
addition to the collections here.  
It represents the achievements 
made at Shildon Wagon Works 
and the important role that 
Shildon played as a railway 
town.  But we need more 
information from people who 
worked in the industry to 
interpret this object.  We hope 
that people will help us achieve 
this by coming forward with 
their stories and memories”. 
The project to interpret 
the MGR wagon has been 
funded through Local Elected 
Member, Councillor Brian 
Stephens’ Neighbourhood 
Budget.
MGR wagon, HAD 368459 
was bought by the North East 
Branch of the ‘Friends of the 
National Railway Museum’ for 
display at Locomotion.
To contact Locomotion about 
the project please contact 
Tony Attle, Education Officer 
on 01388 771444 or email 
Anthony.attle@durham.gov.
uk. 

Gary Gibson aged 33 from 
Newton Aycliffe ran the 
Great North Run on the 
18th September 2011 for 
the Huntingtons Disease 
Assocation.  He ran the race in 
2 hours 4 mins and came 15249 
out of 54000 people.
He has raised approx £700 for 
Huntingtons Disease and he 
would like to say a big thank 
you to everyone who has 
sponsored him, and a special 
thank you to the “Jolly Boys” 

£700 RAISED ON 
GREAT NORTH RUN

of Newton Aycliffe for their 
large donation.
Gary said that it was a great 
day all round it was sunny and 
dry for most of the day but 
even when it rained the crowds 
were that good they kept him 
going.  It was one of the best 
experinces he has ever had and 
pushed him to his limit.  But 
that isn’t the end he is now 
looking for his next challenge 
and jokes the olympics are next 
year!

The Policy and Resources 
Committee was a very amicable 
meeting, when Councillors 
of all political persuasions 
unanimously agreed on almost 
every issue.
They agreed to give a small 
grant to a local group which 
was holding a charity night.
The meeting also agreed 
spending decisions of 
£17,315 on new IT equipment 
(as recommended by the 
Council’s IT Support 
company), and £1,586 for 
cavity wall insulation of the St 
Oswald’s Learning Centre (as 
recommended by the Council’s 
Asset Management Group).  
It also instructed officers to 
prepare a full report on the 
possibility (and viability) of 
installing photovoltaic cells on 
the Council offices roof.
Members agreed the 2012-13 
Budget timetable, approved 
an updated policy on 
Lone-Working by Council 
employees and accepted the 
Council’s revised Business 
Risk Review.
The Committee also 
recommitted itself to requiring 
full Audits. A change in 
government policy allows 
the Council to conduct only a 
‘light touch’ audit, at a saving 
of £8,000 a year, and officers 
reported that we are the only 
town council in the country 
which still requires the full 

‘larger body’ audit.  
Members remain convinced, 
however, that they want the 
more thorough audit, because 
they want townspeople to be 
able to continue to be reassured 
that the Council is achieving 
the highest standards of 
financial competence.  That 
peace of mind – for Councillors 
and electors – is worth the 
extra cost.
As if to demonstrate their 
financial acumen, Councillors 
raised a number of queries 
relating to the accounts control 
sheet, which the officers 
explained.
A final point concerned the 
West Park boathouse. In 
August, the Council’s Asset 
Management Working Group 
had considered the boathouse 
(which has not been used since 
2007, needs refurbishment 
and a new roof, and has no 
electricity, water or toilet).  
The Working Group 
had recommended that 
investigations should be made 
as to other possible uses, but 
that – if there was no interest 
in the building in the next 3 
months – the Council should 
consider demolishing it.  
Cllr George Gray said that 
he was disappointed that the 
Working Group had not made 
a site visit to the building, and 
that it had not carried out a 
community consultation.  

Cllr Clare suggested in reply 
that the Council cannot 
be expected to conduct a 
community consultation on 
every maintenance decision 
on every building it owns; 
Councillors were elected to 
make such decisions, and it was 
right that they do so.  However, 
he moved that Cllr Gray’s 
comments be noted.  This – 
along with the recommendation 
of the Working Group – was 
accepted by the Committee. 

REPORT ON COUNCIL MEETING 
WEDNESDAY 14th SEPTEMBER

We will be staging our 
annual pantomime “Peter 
Pan” in November and are 
looking to recruit people of 
all ages to come along and 
join us.
If you can sing, dance or 
act or just want to come 
along and have a go we 
meet every Monday and 
Wednesday at 7.00pm at 
Woodham School. If you  
are interested please contact 
Helen on 01325 314718 or 
07817 938989 or join our 
FACEBOOK page

Join the 
Acorn Players 
and Perform
“Peter Pan”
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We would like to invite 
everyone to a Harvest Quiz 
and Supper on Monday 26th 
September, at 7pm in the 
Church Hall. This costs £3 
per person. As well as this 
we are holding an evening 
of Entertainment with Paul 
Wheater, a Gospel Singer, on 
Thursday 29th September at 
7pm. 
This costs £5, including 
refreshments. We would 
love to see everyone there to 
enjoy what is bound to be a 
memorable evening.
Also, our baby and toddler 
group now runs 2 sessions a 
week. Wednesday morning’s 
we have a ‘Messy Play’ 
session, from 10.30-11.45 
which is free and includes a 
snack and drink. 
This session can get 
very messy so we would 
recommend old clothes! 
And Friday afternoon from 
1-2.30 we have a general 
play session, with activities 
varying from week to week, 
including story time, music 
and singing, cooking, messy 
time and imagination play. 
This session costs £1 a family, 
and again includes a snack 
and drink. We have plenty of 
space, so would love to invite 
all young people to bring an 
adult with them and just turn 
up at any session! 
Susan Mills 

GOSPEL 
SINGER AT 
BURNHILLDear Sir,

May I share with Newton 
News readers what I regard 
as the main issues currently 
facing Aycliffe:
1.  If you receive Durham 
County Council’s Economic 
Update, you will be very 
worried about the rising 
unemployment rate in 
County Durham.  I am 
campaigning for a regular 
meeting with the DCC ‘RED’ 
(Regeneration and Economic 
Development) team so that 
the Town Council can at least 
be kept informed about what 
is happening on the Aycliffe 
Industrial Estate.  The Town 
Council does not have the 
financial means to influence 
the economy, but it must 
do what it can to encourage 
development.
2.  The government’s 
Localism Bill will give the 
Town Council the right to 
make a ‘local plan’ (within 
the County Plan we were all 
campaigning about earlier 
this year).  At the same time, 
the government is seeking 
to ‘free up’ planning, and 
I am worried that this will 
make our precious places 
vulnerable to inappropriate 
development.  So the town 
faces opportunity, and 
danger, both at the same 
time.  The Town Council 
has set up a Planning Sub-
Committee to monitor 
planning applications, and I 

am advocating that – when 
the opportunity arises – we 
will write our own ‘local 
plan’.  
3.  The government has 
published a review of 
constituency boundaries 
which will cut the number 
of MPs and reduce County 
Durham’s representation at 
Westminster.  Meantime, 
Aycliffe is to be taken out 
of its current constituency, 
and moved in with a Yarm/
Eaglescliffe constituency.  
If you have read my blog, 
you will know that I regard 
this, not only as a disruption, 
but as an attack on our civil 
rights.
4.  Finally, I am trying to stop 
the proposed Eon wind farm.  
I reckon that this, if it goes 
ahead, will be a long-term 
disaster for Aycliffe and its 
people.
There is currently an active 
debate in Newton News 
about wind farms, but 
we could really do with a 
discussion of all these issues. 
This government is racing 
pell-mell down a route 
which will change our whole 
society.
I don’t know how you feel 
about it, but by the time 
you have included changes 
to the NHS, new housing 
proposals, benefit cuts, 
student fees, Academies, 
pensions and everything else 
the government is rushing 

into law, it seems to me 
to add up to a regressive 
remodelling of society which 
more-or-less hands us over to 
big business.
And I think the speed of 
change is part of the process 
– to get our heads spinning 
so fast that we can’t weigh 
up what we think about one 
change, before we’re having 
to consider the next.
I will try to keep people 
informed about what I see 
going on. As well as my 
letters in the Newton News, 
you can follow me on Twitter 
@johndclare.

AYCLIFFE FACES OPPORTUNITY & 
DANGER SAYS COUNCILLOR

The annual Craft Market is 
to be held in Heighington 
Village Hall on Saturday 
1st October from 10am till 
3pm. Admission is free.
Over 20 stalls will display 
their wares with somethig 
for everyone.
Refreshemnts will be 
avialable throughout the day 
including bacon butties, hot 
soup and cakes as well as 
teas and coffee.
Why not come along to 
buy those early Christmas 
presents?
Everyone welcome!

Heighington 
Craft Market
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Specialist Legal Advice on all Accident Claims
Accidents at Work

Road Traffic Accidents
Tripping Injuries and Industrial Disease

First Interview FREE and advice given
on “NO WIN, NO FEE”

HEWITTS SOLICITORS
Suite 5 First Floor Avenue House
Greenwell Road, Newton Aycliffe

Telephone: (01325) 316170

Accident
Claims

R.A. TAYLOR
Dip CDT RCS(Eng)

Dental Technician

1 Norman Terrace, Chilton DL17 0EP - 01388 721284

While-u-Wait Denture RepairsWhile-u-Wait Denture Repairs
NEW DENTURESNEW DENTURES

• Early Appointments •
• Fast Turnaround •

• Easy Parking with No Steps •

Open Monday to Friday 9am-4pm
or by special arrangement

AYCLIFFE
EVANGELICAL

CHURCH
Ladybower

Signposted off
Meadowfield Way

Every Sunday
Services at 10.30am

and 6.30pm

Everyone Welcome

Tel: 07703 464971
www.aycliffe-ec.org

Starting Tuesday 26th 
September 2011 the lunch 
menu will be as follows 
on a TUESDAY and 
THURSDAY ONLY. 
Corned Beef + Potato 
Pie, Mash and Veg with 
optional Gravy.
Cottage/ Shepherds Pie with 
veg and optional Gravy. 
also a choice of Sausage + 
Mash with optional Gravy, 
Egg and Chips and All Day 
Breakfast! 
Bacon Sandwiches + 
Toasties available 6 days a 
week. Menu may vary from 
week to week.
The Cubby, Greenwell 
Road near The Court. 
PLEASE NOTE:
Macmillan Cancer 
Support Coffee Morning 
at The Cubby in 
Greenwell Road (opposite 
the Court) Friday 30th 
September, 9am-1pm

Great Menu 
at Cubby

Dear Sir,
On behalf of disabled 
people in the town I 
appeal for a taxi company 
to provide a vehicle with a 
ramp.
I have not been able to 
visit the shops in the town 
for two years and wonder 
if the Council could help 
in this matter?
Disabled and Disgruntled.
Name & address supplied

TAXI FOR 
DISABLED

The Pioneering Care Centre 
held its Annual General 
Meeting on Friday 9th 
September and despite a 
difficult year with cuts in 
finance resulting in the loss 
of valuable staff and services 
the organisation is optimistic 
about the future.
Chairperson Carol Briggs 
welcomed everyone including 
our MP Phil Wilson and 
his partner Margaret. She 
thanked the dedicated staff 
led by Jane Hartley and 
mentioned how vital the role of 
volunteers was in the success 
of the organisation. Their 
achievements were many and 
varied winning numerous 
awards for quality and service.
Phil Wison addressed the 
meeting stating the PCP was 
an asset to the area providing 
excellent facilites and a service 
with a 27% increase on visits 
from the previous year. He 
said the success of PCP is a 
tribute to all who worked in the 
Centre and was a vital part in 
attracting others to work and 
live in Newton Aycliiffe.
“Things are changing, we are 
attracting people like Hitachi 
and the Town Centre is being 
improved and the robust plans 
of the PCP are commendable 
despite the cuts” said Phil.
Chief Executive Jane Harltey 
presented the annual report and 

gave a glowing account of the 
impact of services on users of 
the centre. 
Heart-warming testimonials 
were heard including Arnie 
Lindley  one of the volunteers 
who had the audience moved 
by his story. Arnie has been 
volunteering with the PCP for 
2 years, taking photographs. 
His skills can be seen on the 
PCP website, in the Annual 
Review and on many of the 
leaflets promoting the Centre.

PCP CONTINUES 
EXCELLENT SERVICE 

DESPITE CUTS

Environmental improvements 
which cost tax payers nothing, 
a tidier county and even a 
potential revenue stream for 
the council in tough times are 
just some of the points to be 
considered by Durham County 
Council’s Cabinet this week. 
Members will be asked to 
support a paper which shows 
how the authority can introduce 
a new and consistent approach 
to deal with the tricky topics of 
roadside advertising and illegal 
signs. 
The report also highlights the 
potential of income generation 
from sponsorship in certain 
areas, including roundabouts 
and limited town centre areas. 
Money which could then be 
spent on delivering front line 
services at a time when the 
authority faces making savings 
of £123.5m over the next four 
years.

COUNCIL CONSIDERS SIGNS & 
SPONSORSHIP TO RAISE CASH

Cabinet member for the 
environment, Cllr Bob Young, 
explains:”A great deal of 
work has been undertaken to 
study how we can protect and 
enhance our beautiful county, 
while ensuring we have a fair 
and consistent approach to 
these sensitive issues.
“It is right that we ensure 
our highways, including 
pavements, are safe places 
free of clutter and illegal 
distractions, but at the same 
time we need to consider, 
in this challenging financial 
environment, how we can 
improve some areas at no cost 
to our residents.
“That is why I am taking 
this report to Cabinet and 
asking members to agree to 
sponsorship of some of our 
highway assets in certain areas 
and set against strict criteria 
and to approve a consultation 

on our policy on advertising 
signs and boards.”
The council’s highways 
manager is Dave Wilcox:”A 
number of businesses have 
approached the authority 
recently to sponsor 
roundabouts on our highways 
but we are committed to 
ensuring a coherent and 
balanced approach across the 
county. 
“We do not want an array of 
different signs on roundabouts, 
in limited town centre locations 
or Christmas trees. The 
recommendations would bring 
about an organised approach 
offering a good balance and 
potentially a good deal for 
residents too.”
Research shows there is no 
definitive consistent national 
or regional policy covering 
these issues but indicates that 
some councils have benefited 
by up to £4,000 per year for 
each roundabout sponsored.
The report to Cabinet outlines 
how planning and highways 
laws can be met alongside 
the needs of the business 
community. It also addresses 
the need to protect local 
environments including 
conservation areas and The 
World Heritage Site while 
offering a common sense 
approach o signage associated 
with charity and community 
events which would be erected 
only for very short periods.

Sir,
I thank Ken Stubbs for his 
response last week. Sadly,  
he chose not to answer the 
question on attendances. In 
the last full year 2010-2011 
out of a possible minimum 38 
meetings Cllr S Bambridge 
Great Aycliffe Independent 
attended 17. Cllr G R Gray 
Great Aycliffe Independent  
attended 9 , Cllr P Gittins 
Independent  attended  9, 
Cllr Hewitson   Independent 
attended  9. All claimed and 
received the full allowance.
I specifically  excluded  
Councillors whose absences 
were due to illness. It appears 
from conversations with 
some GAI councillors they 
thought that just because 
they are not elected on to 
particular committee that 

THE QUESTION ON COUNCIL ATTENDANCE
they could not attend those 
meetings. 
Councils rules are quite 
clear that any Councillor 
can attend any Committee 
meeting and speak with the 
permission of that meeting if 
they are not a member of it.
Just like they were not 
aware that they did not have 
to receive an allowance. 
Contrast this with say just 
two simple facts:
 Firstly, last year the GAI 
Councillors  proposed a 
motion that any Councillor 
who is not a member of the 
Committee could only attend 
by sitting at the back of the 
meeting with the public! 
Not only was this illegal, 
and highly disrespectful of 
elected representatives it was 
downright anti democratic 

and Labour treat it with 
contempt and threw the 
motion out. 
Councillors not elected at 
the AGM onto a Committee 
continue with the right 
to attend and speak if the 
Committee allows. All 
councillors irrespective of  
their politics, can be heard on 
matters affecting their ward 
in particular and the Town 
in general. (incidentally no 
councillor has ever not been 
allowed). 
Contrast this with Councillor 
Bill Blenkinsopp. He 
represents Aycliffe 
Village as an Independent, 

because he isn’t Labour 
nor a GAI member he was 
unfortunately not elected 
on to committees. But Bill 
attends every meeting he can 
and does speak, so at least 
one Independent knows how 
to represent their ward and 
can justify his allowance!)
Does Ken Stubbs agree with 
me that Councillors who 
poorly attend meetings of the 
Council, (excluding reasons 
of ill health ) but who claim 
their full allowance deserve 
condemnation. It is simple 
really - and the public know 
the answer.
Arun M Chandran
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Durham County Credit Union
YOUR COMMUNITY BANK

BRINGING CONVENIENT AND 
AFFORDABLE FINANCIAL SERVICES 

TO YOU

• FLEXIBLE AND CONVENIENT LOANS
• SAFE AND SECURE SAVINGS
• CHRISTMAS CLUB
• YOUR OWN PAYPOINT CARD
• DIVIDEND ON SAVINGS
• FREE LIFE ASSURANCE
• YOUNG SAVER ACCOUNTS
• LOW INTEREST RATES ON LOANS

Take a look at this comparison of repayments 
on a £300 loan repaid over 52 weeks

    APR  Repay week Interest Repay
Credit Union 12.68%   £6.15 £19.80 £319.80
Doorstep Lender 272.5%   £10.50 £246.00 £546.00

Its easy to join just come along to our collection point
Newton Aycliffe Library, Central Avenue 

 Tuesday 11am  – 12 noon

As of Monday 26 September only 90 days to Xmas so don’t 
wait till the new-year to make resolutions, why not start now at 
WOODHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE
Fitness; For all you early birds we have Donna’s Boot Camp 
6:30am on Monday / Wednesday / Friday.
Would you like to get fit with our TAEKWONDO club Tuesday 
nights and Sunday Mornings?
Or get fit with our KARATE club Thursday night and Sunday 
Afternoon. ALL clubs are fully family orientated
You could combine fitness with weight management by joining 
Lorraine’s ROSEMARY CONNELY CLASS on Thursday nights 
or play BADMINTON on Sunday and Tuesday nights or Friday 
morning.
We have all seen via STRICTLY COME DANCING how 
ballroom dancing is great for losing weight and getting fit
So why not enrol on STEP IN SIDE’S Dance classes on Monday 
and Wednesday nights and on Friday afternoons, we host a very 
popular tea dance from 2 till 4 pm. Come along and see what’s 
on offer!

GET FIT FOR XMAS 
ONLY 90 DAYS TO GO!Dear Sir,

May I thank Richard of RJ Roofing for his prompt, efficient 
and courteous service during work he recently carried out 
for me.
I have been let down in the past by other tradesmen and it 
was nice to have a thoroughly competent and trustworthy 
person carry out repairs on my property. He turned up, 
completed the work at the price quoted which was less than 
other quotations received.
As a woman on her own I feel vulnerable with workmen 
and have been taken advantage of in the past so it was 
refreshing to be treated fairly and with respect.
I have no hesitation in recommending Richard to anyone.
Ruth Harnett.

Trustworthy Workman

On Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd of October, Aycliffe Village 
Local History Society will present a railways exhibition in 
Aycliffe’s Village Hall.  The doors will open at 10am and close at 
4pm, and admission is free. 
If you have nothing better to do over the weekend, why not pay it 
a visit and watch three of Shildon Model Railway Club’s layouts 
and see what Rail Restoration of Shildon does. 
Trade stands will sell new and second hand model trains 
and accessories and there will be interesting railwayana and 
memorabilia. Refreshments will be served by Aycliffe Village 
Scouts. That must be better than staying at home watching the 
telly. 

RAILWAYS EXHIBITION

For years Aycliffe Amateur Boxing Club 
has trained two nights a week – Tuesdays 
and Thursdays - at Newton Aycliffe Youth 
Centre under the leadership of head coach 
Les Gibson.
Last month a series of events led to the club 
being given less than a week’s notice to 
move out to make way for a dance school - 
one of six running in the town.
Now, devastated Les, who is also an England 
official, had to find a new home quickly for 
his boxers right at the start of a new season.
“We’re absolutely gutted - Aycliffe 
Amateur Boxing Club is my life. I’ve been 
doing this sport since I was nine years old 
and coaching in Newton Aycliffe for the last 
24 years. It’s a long time and to be treated 
like this is unforgivable - the members can’t 
believe it” said Les.
Les said the problems started a few weeks 
ago when he was asked by the centre youth 
leader to give up his cupboard space to make 
room for other activities.
“I refused because the cupboard was given 
to me when the new youth centre was being 
built - I was consulted when they were 
drawing up the plans on what storage space I 
needed - and it contains thousands of pounds 
worth of boxing equipment.
“I did ask at that stage whether they wanted 
the club to move out and was told that 
wasn’t the case” said Les.
The following week Les was told he could 
no longer have the sports hall on a Thursday 
night because Durham County Council had 
stipulated it had to be used for youth work.
“I was under the impression we still had the 
hall, which we hired, on a Tuesday night, 
although at no time was I asked if I wanted 
to extend my session. After a couple of days 
I was told I could no longer have it on a 
Tuesday either.”
The centre management did offer Les 
alternative times to train his boys - on a 

Monday evening and a Friday evening or 
Saturday, which were unsuitable given Les 
is a taxi driver and an England official for 
the ABAE.
Les said: “The Monday training session 
would have finished at nine - I think it’s 
totally unreasonable to expect ten-year-old 
boys to walk home in the dark at that time 
of night.
“I also work as a taxi driver for a living, 
which the centre knows, so Friday is my 
busiest night plus many local boxing shows 
and championship shows are on Saturdays 
so I can be anywhere across the country.
“As I couldn’t agree to the new times 
I was given a letter to say I had to be out 
in less than a week! At a time when the 
government is encouraging kids to get more 
active through initiatives such as ‘fit for 
life’ I feel really let down.
I’ve also contacted County Hall to ask if they 
gave any directives to the centre and have 
written confirmation saying they didn’t - I 
really think the leader just wanted us out. “I 
love this club - and like many amateur clubs 
the coaches give their time voluntarily and 
the youth centre has just put those boys out 
on the streets!” Fortunately this was not the 
case as St. Clare’s Church has offered space 
to the club and this is where they will train 
for the time being.
Former Chairman of the Youth Centre, Syd 
Howarth, who resigned at the last AGM 
was asked to comment on the matter and 
said: “I don’t believe they can expel an 
affiliated club of this long standing without 
proper consultation and if they can’t agree 
over a problem there should be a reasonable 
period of notice to enable the club to find 
other premises. By nature of their affiliation 
the club is working with children and is 
therefore performing youth work. To evict 
them to make room for youth work cannot 
be a reason” said Syd

YOUTH CENTRE EVICT BOXING 
CLUB AFTER 24 YEARS

Local company Plastic 
Mouldings Northern Ltd 
have generously agreed 
to sponsor the under 11’s 
Eagles supplying both new 
home and away strips for 
the 2011/2012 season.
Mark Rigg said “Were 
really happy to sponsor the 
team they are a great bunch 
of lads and we wish them 
all well for the coming 
year”
John Stephenson (Manager) 
said “As this is their first 
season as an 11 a side team 
this sponsorship was vital to 
kit the whole team out and 
it has given the lads a great 
boost. We have a fantastic 
set of lads who show great 
commitment, attitude 
and team work which all 

YOUTH CENTRE UNDER 11’s
EAGLES SECURE SPONSORSHIP

adds up to the recipe for 
a promising campaign. 
Thanks again to Plastic 
Mouldings Northern Ltd 
from all of the under 11’s 
Eagles.” The team train on 
a Tuesday night at the Oak 
Leaf Complex 6-7pm
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INSULATED ROLLER GARAGE DOORS
KAT Windows are delighted to introduce a new range of high performance 
aluminium roller garage doors. Manufactured to the highest standards, they 
are designed to stylishly enhance the appearance of your home and provide 
maximum levels of security to your property.
All doors are made to measure and provide huge benefits including:

        Remote control access
        Thermal and Sound Insulation
        Automatic Locking on Closure
        More Width and Headroom
        Photo-electric Safety Device
        Low maintenance
        No out-swing increases space.

        from only £999

Dear Sir,
I write to inform residents in the area of Guthram Place that 
my 6 year old boy’s black J.D. BUG scooter was stolen from 
the garden at approximately 7.35-7.45 on Tuesday 13th 
September. He loves scooting around with his friends and 
had his scooter about a year. It has really upset him to think 
somebody has stolen his prized posession. What sort of 
person could steal a kids scooter and how would they feel if 
anyone stole any of their kid’s or brother’s and sisters toys?
We would know the scooter again and if anyboy has any 
information on its whereabouts please contact the Newton 
News on 300212.
There is a reward for its
return. 
Resident.

Beware! Scooter Thief

An annual Charity Ball 
will be held at Spennymoor 
Town Hall on Saturday, 29th 
October. The evening starts 
at 7pm with drinks reception, 
followed by a three course 
meal, music and dancing to 
local band ‘In The Mood’, as 
well as a bottle tombola, raffle 
and silent auction.
The ball, in aid of Butterwick 
Hospice in Bishop Auckland, 
will help raise vital funds 
for the charity. The hospice 
maintains high standards of 
patient care and fundraising is 
a vital and essential element 
of ensuring the Hospice is 
always there to serve the 
local community with it’s free 
services and advice.
Tickets are £35 each and can 
be pre-booked or reserved by 
calling Butterwick Hospice 
and speaking to Lynn Albury 
in the Fundraising Team on 
01388 603003 or emailing 
lynnalbury@butterwick.org.
uk

Have a Ball

Tickets are now available 
to buy online for Stage One 
Productions forthcoming  
thriller ‘MISERY’ by 
Stephen King at St. Clare’s 
Church Hall.. 
Website tickets can be 
purchased and paid for 
instantly and safely via 
PayPal, with no fuss and 
maximum security. To 
book online go to: www.
stage-one-productions.
co.uk

Tickets Online 
for ‘Misery’

Meeting will be held at 
Simpasture Court Coffee 
Lounge on Tuesday 27th 
September from 6-30pm 
to 7.30pm. Another 
will be held at Aycliffe 
Village Hall, Saturday 1st 
October from 11-00am 
to 12 noon. This meeting 
will also incorporate a 
Neighbourhood Watch 
Meeting.

P.A.C.T.
Meeting
Police And
Community Together

Newton Aycliffe’s 1st team, sponsored by Lift Right Fork Lift 
Training made the short journey to local rivals Coundon in their 
final match of the season in the North East Durham League. 
Aycliffe won the toss and decided to bat first in a game that their 
hosts needed to win to retain the league championship for a second 
consecutive season. 
On a rain affected wicket, the Coundon bowlers made life very 
difficult for the visiting batsmen as Aycliffe were bundled out 
for just 45 after 24.3 overs. In reply Aycliffe’s opening bowlers 
Michael Howe (2 for 11) and Sean Morgan (2 for 23) gave the 
home side a serious scare as they slipped to 21 for 4, but ex Aycliffe 
batsman Viswanathan Gnanavelu (16 not out) held his nerve to 
help edge Coundon to a 5 wicket victory and the championship 
after 20 overs of tense cricket. 
Newton Aycliffe’s young team improved on last year’s overall 
performance by finishing in a creditable 5th place in the top 
division with a playing record that reads, played 22, won 10, lost 
8, drew 4 and total points 260.

CRICKET CRICKET 
SCOREBOARDSCOREBOARD

All it takes is a little bottle 
. . . and a simple dab of 
Crimestoppers Property 
Protector to give ALL 
your valuables a lifetime 
of protection.following the 
launch of a unique product; 
Crimestoppers Property 
Protector, available from Tesco 
Extra stores across the UK.
In a strategic first, with the 
overall aim to widen the 
availability and reduce crime 
in our communities, leading 
manufacturer Stealth Mark 
has teamed up with Tesco in 
bringing to you its exclusive 
Crimestoppers branded product 
alongside a host of electrical 
accessories being sold by the 
Tesco Extra Tech Team within 
82 stores across the UK. 
With home burglaries currently 
taking place at a rate of more 
than one a minute, according 
to a British Crime Survey 
published by The Home Office 
in July this year, Crimestoppers 
Property Protector is an 
effective low cost solution to 
deterring crime. Each bottle 
provides up to 200 applications 
and comes with deterrent 
stickers for your home and 
valuables. Now available at 
Tesco Extra for less than 10p 
an application - it represents 
great value.
Crimestoppers Property 
Protector is manufactured 
by Stealth Mark and is a 
patented, police approved 
technology licensed under the 
ACPO, Secured by Design 

A Bottle to Protect Your 
Valuables from Tesco
Crimestoppers Get a Little Help from Tesco

accreditation scheme. It is 
a clear liquid solution; each 
bottle has a unique code from 
combination of microparticles. 
Simply by dabbing a small 
amount of Crimestoppers 
Property Protector onto 
valuable items you give them 
their own coded fingerprint. 
Crimestoppers Property 
Protector is a buy once protect 
forever on their lifetime free 
property registration database 
which provides for ease of 
identification by police to aid 
recovered stolen items to be 
returned to the rightful owner.
Actor Graham Cole, who played 
PC Tony Stamp in ITV1’s The 
Bill is supporting the venture 
and will appear at selected 
in-store demonstrations, he 
said: “I played the part of a 
police officer for 27 years and 
I’m now pleased to support 
a real crime-fighting effort. 
Crimestoppers plays a vital 
role in helping make our streets 
safer – and the Tesco Extra 
initiative with Crimestoppers 
Property Protector makes it 
that much easier to make your 
valuables safer too.”
Deputy Chief Executive 
for Crimestoppers, Dave 
Cording, said: “This is a first 
for Crimestoppers and we are 
encouraged that Tesco has 
agreed to stock this unique 
product across the UK within 
their stores.”
Clive Smith, Chairman at 
Stealth Mark Europe said: “It 
has been a long held vision to 

make our technology widely 
available and at no cost to the 
public purse, the Tesco Extra 
listing is a first move towards 
helping a reduction in the cost 
and burden that crime inflicts 
on our local communities, in 
fact, you could say every little 
helps”. 
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Iron / Steel

Plumbing

Joinery

LAMBTON JOINERY 
Kitchen and bedrooms fitted, 
doors, skirting, dado rails, 
laminate floors, general 
joinery. No job too small. Call 
for free estimates. Tel 07858 
755 437

T.V. and Video

FREE QUOTES from Part P/
NICEIC registered electrician 
with 20 years experience. 
Domestic or commercial, full 
or part rewires, sockets, lights, 
fuse boards, cookers, showers, 
Landlord inspections and more. 
Call Simon on 07866 266 657 
or 313330 - all areas covered

Electrical

Builders

BILL LOWERY (Builder). 
Brick laying, plastering, 
joinery etc.  No job too small. 
Tel 01325 311 225

A lot of Senior Citizens are not claiming their full benefits 
so Age UK have produced a booklet which guides 
pensioner on money matters.
Ring 357345 for a copy, but if you would like to discuss 
the matter ask Steven who will make arrangements.
If you are caring for a relative and don’t claim an allowance 
it could be worthwhile making an appointment. Age UK 
will help you with the paperwork. You will neeed your 
pension book and National Health number and any other 
relevant documents.
The Government have millions of pounds unclaimed 
and you should make sure you have not missed your 
entitlement.
If in doubt contact Peter Beaty on 313924.

ARE YOU MISSING 
OUT ON BENEFITS?


