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WE OFFER INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL 
ADVICE ON ALL ASPECTS OF PENSION

AND RETIREMENT PLANNING INCLUDING:
• Current personal pensions and stakeholder
 schemes
• ‘Paid up’ pensions
•  Consolidation of pension funds
•  Ongoing investment and pension reviews
•  Advice at retirement including pension
 annuities, phased retirement and income
 drawdown   

We can review your existing arrangements 
to see if they are still suitable, suggesting 
ways in which you could invest money to 

achieve your required income in retirement.
Contact us to make a no obligation appointment. 

Telephone: 01388 776000
After office hours: 07774 248820 or 07977 164179  

Martin Bage Ltd is an Appointed Representative of Advanced Financial Services UK Ltd 
who are Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

Registered Office: 40 Church Street, Shildon, Co Durham, DL4 1DX
Registered in England. Registration Number: 4905360

YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER  -  ‘NEWS THAT MATTERS’

KAB
TAXIS

4, 7 and 8
Seater Available

316203
A2B 314545

LOW PRICES ON NEW
• Doors • Windows • Conservatories •
• Porches • Guttering • Facias •
• Soffits • Brickwork •

We also do all aspects of
repair work on Misted Units •
• Broken Locks • Leaks •

For a sensible, no obligation quotation
07816 675935 anytime or 304286 after 6pm

FENSA
Registered Company

THE WINDOW GUYTHE WINDOW GUY

DOOR

SALE

NOW ON

1/2 Price Eye Examination

This voucher entitles you to a full eye examination at The Village Optician for £10 
(Normally priced at £20) | Voucher must be presented at the time of the eye examination

Voucher does not apply to NHS tests | Call in or phone for your appointment

Tel: 01325 31 99 22
4 Cobblers Hall Village Centre | Burn Lane | Newton Aycliffe

Horndale Taxis
and Executive Cars

Fully Uniformed Drivers - Open 24 Hours Every Day
4-8 Seaters Available - Wedding Hire
FREEFONE IN TESCO’S (behind tills)

TEXT A TAXI ON 07733 886 316
or via our website www.horndaletaxis.co.uk

TELEPHONE: 01325

307307
24

Hours 
Every
Day

STAR CABS 
The Cab Company You Can Rely On The Cab Company You Can Reely On

******************************************************************************* 

******************************************************************************* 

HAIR   •   BEAUTY   •   TANNING

5 Cobblers Hall  -  Tel: 308860 (Free Car Parking)
9 Main Street, Ferryhill - Tel: 01740 652006
Find us on Facebook: theworxhairbeautytanning

BODYSHAPER VIBRO PLATES
£2.50 for 10 minutes
£20 for 180 minutes

SPECIAL OFFER
100 minutes on Sunbed and
180 Minutes on Vibro Plates
£30 (Usually £40, Save £10)

FAST TANNING SUNBEDSFAST TANNING SUNBEDS

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you though those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

New Office & Private Chapels of Rest Now Open

Cobblers Hall Village Centre
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

(01325) 319519

FREE

SPRING!!! 

Phone Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

SafeLine Taxis
(Aycliffe’s “Black Taxi” Company)

312 512
THE ONLY TAXI NUMBER YOU WILL EVER NEED

All Durham County Council Licensed Vehicles

OPEN 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK
Website: www.safelinetaxis.co.uk

The new store is to be built 
at Greenwell Road and is the 
latest phase in Freshwater’s 
plans to regenerate the 
Aycliffe Shopping Centre.
Construction of the store 
will take approximately 8 
months. The development 
incorporates additional 
parking for 74 cars and will 

WORK STARTS ON ALDI 
STORE THIS MONTH

open up a new entrance 
route to the Aycliffe 
Shopping Centre
Local MP Phil Wilson has 
been very supportive of the 
proposed development and 
stated “This is good news 
for Newton Aycliffe. We’ve 
waited a long time for this 
day but I’ve alway’s been 
confident it would come 
and I’m looking forward to 
further improvements.
The creation of 15 new jobs 
on the Town is more than 
welcome.”
Centre Manager, Bryan 
Haldane commented  “local 
shoppers and retailers are 
really looking forward to 
the new store opening and 
expect that Aldi will provide 
much needed competition 
for the existing Tesco in the 
town centre”.

Andrew Thomson at 
Freshwater said “The 
£1.5M development marks 
another milestone in the 
regeneration of the town 
centre following the recent 
opening of a Wilkinsons 
store and the relocation of 
the Library.  
The new development will 
also provide the impetus for 
the subsequent regeneration 
of Beveridge Way in 2013 

following grant of planning 
consent for the £2.0M 
public realm improvement 
scheme.
Bowmer & Kirkland will 
carry out the development 
which is being project 
managed for Freshwater  
by GVA.
Smith Price and Bisham 
Asset Management advised 
Freshwater whilst Latham 
Proctor advised Aldi.

Like our Facebook page for a chance to win £50 cash!
For every 500 people who join our Facebook page we will draw 
one lucky winner to receive £50 cash.
We are nearly there for the first draw, with over 440 followers. 
After the next 500 there will be another draw so the earlier you 
sign up the more draws you will be entered into. Simply search 
on Facebook for Newton News and click the like button.

Win £50 Cash
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“The Possibilities of Paint” 
Thursday 3rd – Wednesday 
23rd May.
The Possibilities of Paint 
explores the two artists 
approach to the territory 
between the materiality of 
paint and image making.  
Even though the artists have 

WHAT’S ON AT  GREENFIELD?
different approaches to their 
subject matter, their concerns 
with the physicality of paint 
is where their similarities lie. 
This colourful and fascinating 
exhibition features the work of 
artists Debbie Bell and Rachel 
Sharp. 
The Gallery is open 10am to 

9pm, Monday to Thursday and 
10am to 4pm on Fridays and 
is free. For more information 
on the current and upcoming 
exhibitions visit our website 
www.greenfield-arts.co.uk
If you would like to explore 
this exhibition, and be creative 
yourself we have our next 
Family Gallery Explorer 
Session on Thursday 10th 
May, from 10:15 – 11:30am, 
the session is free and suitable 
for children aged 4 and up, 
children must be accompanied 
by an adult. If you would 
like to book a place for this 
activity, or find out more, 
please contact the Arts centre 
on 01325 379048 or info@
greenfield-arts.co.uk.
Shake the Dust
Performance Poets at 
Greenfield
Kate Fox and Steve Urwin 
are working with Greenfield 
on a national programme 
called “Shake the Dust” that 
helps improve literacy and 
the spoken word.  Kate Fox is 
a poet who regularly features 
on radio 4’s “Saturday Live” 
and has featured on TV 
programmes such as BBC2’s 
Daily Politics.  
Steve Urwin is from Consett 
and has many of his poems 
published in magazines such 
as Fire and Open Wide and has 
also broadcast on BBC Radio.  
Both artists worked with year 
9 at Greenfield when the two 
poets performances inspired a 
slam off of improvised poetry 
from year 9. 
Year 9 Students were given 
an hour to explore their ideas 
and create an improvised 
piece which they performed to 
the rest of the year group, the 
students were responsive and 
supported their peers with a 
really encouraging attitude.  
Over the next two months we 
are fortunate to be working 
with Steve and Kate and the 
ARC Stockton, every week,  
to develop these performance 
poetry skills in order to 
compete at the regional Shake 
the Dust poetry slam finals 
and if we are lucky enough, 
then at the National slam final 
event in London.  Good luck 
Greenfield!
Adult Singing Course
If you fancy improving your 
singing and having fun in 
a relaxed session, why not 
join us for adult singing on a 
Wednesday night? Starting 
at 7.30pm-8.30pm, it’s a five 
week course (£16), the first 
session was last week but 
it’s not too late to join! All 
abilities are welcome. To 
find out more, please ring 
us: 01325 379048, email us: 
info@greenfield-arts.co.uk or 
visit our website:
www.greenfield-arts.co.uk

Heighington Pre-School are 
organising a Village Fair to 
celebrate the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee and admission is free! 
The Fair is on Heighington 
Village Green on Tuesday 5th 
June and will run from 11am 
– 4pm.  
Homes throughout the village 
will be decorated for the 
Diamond Jubilee and you 
are welcome to come in 
fancy dress! There will be 
something for all the family 
with activities including, crazy 
golf, fairground rides, bouncy 
castle and a free soft play area 
for smaller visitors with craft 
activities including a decorate 
your own cupcakes store and 
the opportunity to make and 
decorate your own crown.  
Older children can try their 
hand on the full size climbing 
wall.  
For those who prefer more 
sedate activities there will be 
a free memorabilia exhibition 
in the church and many stalls 
which include local businesses 
and charities such as Durham 
Wildlife Trust and the 
Darlington Dogs Trust. 

JUBILEE FAIR AT HEIGHINGTON
The WI Cake Stalls and Scout 
tent will also be present. 
There will be a packed 
programme of live events 
throughout the day including 
performances by Lee Green 
Dance Studio, gymnastics 
displays and dog agility 
demonstrations.  
Wonderful local food and 
drink will be available with 
The George and Dragon and 
Bay Horse pubs serving a 
range of speciality traditional 
ales to celebrate the Diamond 
Jubilee. 
Local food stalls include 
the national award-winning 
Archer’s ice cream as well as 
Michael’s Bakery and Ulnaby 
Farm Shop. The village’s 
excellent fish and chip shop 
will be open all day, but you 
are welcome to bring your own 
picnic! 
It’s all in a very good cause as 
profits will go to Heighington 
Per-School which is a 
Registered Charity For more 
information please contact 
Ruth Smith, e-mail:ruthiona@
hotmail.com or Tel: 07900 693 
225.

Residents at Aycliffe Care 
Home enjoyed an afternoon 
with a difference on the 
1st May. Molly the pony  
from K&L Pony Parties & 
Therapy came into the home 
for residents to stroke, talk, 
feed and even have a photo 
taken with her.  
Molly lowered her head to 
let the ladies and gentlemen 
stroke her if they were sat 
down in chairs.  This was a 
lovely experience as some 
of the clients had never 
been this close to a pony 
before. Most are unable to 
walk when on an outing so 
it is difficult to get close to 
animals.  

Molly is 11 years old, 12 
hands high and is a beautiful 
Dartmoor Pony. We are 
looking forward to seeing 
her again at our Summer 
Fete on the 30th June.

Pony Visits Aycliffe 
Care Home
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An eyesore was removed 
from the town’s landscape 
when the former Southerne 
Club was demolished over 
last weekend. Newtonian 
Mike Baker took this shot 
of the final chapter in the 
life of a popular institution 
which had to close due to 
financial difficulties.
The site will be used to 
provide a new Care Home 
by the same group who 
built Lindisfarne across the 
road in Silverdale. 
Local County Councillors 
Mike Dixon and Enid 
Payor urged the owners 
to demolish the old club 
as it was causing safety 
concerns. The area will be 
tidied and landscaped while 
the new build is being 
planned.

CLUB DEMOLISHED TO MAKE 
ROOM FOR NEW CARE HOME St. Clare’s Church presents 

a Fashion Show hosted by 
Bon Marche on Tuesday 15th 
May at 11am in the Church 
Hall. Admission is £1 which 
includes a hot drink and a 
scone. Please come along and 
see some of this Summer’s 
new range which will be 
modelled for you.
Tickets for a raffle prize 
donated by Bon Marche will 
also be on sale. We look 
forward to seeing you there. 
Details from Pam 316841

Fashion Show
On the 9th June the 
Huntsman Pub are having 
a Charity Fundraiser 
Night with Fancy dress 
in aid of Great North Air 
Ambulance. 
Last year they raised over 
£600 and a fantastic night 
was had by all. Local 
Businesses donated prizes 
for a raffle and there was 
fantastic response. If you 
would like to get involved 
and help this fantastic vital 
charity please get in touch.

Charity Night 
at Huntsman Dear Sir,

It was a lovely day last 
Sunday and like my 
neighbours I spent it in my 
garden.
Returning indoors for a 
cuppa I found on my doormat 
an invitation to join the 
Labour Party. The invitation 
informed that as a pensioner I 
could possibly lose £300 this 
year due to the actions of the 
government trying to reduce 
the deficit. (left by Labour!).
There was no mention in 
the leaflet of the millions 
the last Prime Minister and 

Chancellor took from our 
pension funds. Nothing was 
said of so called “Slush 
Fund” by Mr. Brown and no 
mention of selling the gold 
reserve when gold was at its 
lowest value for 25 years.
I think I need another cup 
of tea before I decide on 
membership of the Labour 
Party.
Annoyed, 
Byerley Park
Name & address supplied

Invitation to Join Labour

The new “Wine Glass” Restaurant at Hall Garth Hotel 
was officially opened last week and among the guests was 
Deputy Mayor Val Raw who is shown tasting one of the 40 
wines available by the glass.  In addition to wine tasting the 
guests enjoyed samples of the extensive menu.

New Restaurant
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A local Vet is trying to locate 
the owners of a lovely grey 
cat brought in to Wilsons. He 
was found wandering around 
Neville Parade, he is young 
and recently neutered, a grey 
tabby, very friendly, not 
wearing a collar and does not 
have a microchip. 
To claim phone Wilson Vets 
on (01325) 321871. They 
have been looking after him 
for nearly a week and if no-
one comes forward we will 
have to place him with the 
local RSPCA to find him a 
home. 

Have You 
Lost a Cat?

Newtonian Gary Gibson ran 
his first mararthon on the 
6th of May, in Sunderland’s 
“Marathon of the North”.  He 
was raising money for a charity 
close to his heart, Huntingtons 
Disease Association.  He 
should be near £650 and 
would like thank everyone 
who supported him during his 
training and on the day and all 
his sponsors.
Gary ran the marathon in 4 
hours and 52 minutes and came 
887th in a race of 2000.  He 
had a great day and afterwards 
said it was an amazing feeling 
coming through to the finish. 
The stories he heard from 
people on the way round and 
the charities that were going to 
benefit from this event really 
made it all worthwhile.

Marathon 
Runner 

Raised £650

Fancy trying something 
new, never played Indoor 
Bowls before?  So why not 
come along to the OakLeaf 
Sports Complex and give it 
a go!
Starting on the 16th May 
6.30-8.30 for 12 weeks you 
can join our beginner’s class 
for only £1.00 per week
Just bring your own carpet 
slippers or Bowling Shoes 
if you have them, but don’t 
worry if  you don’t we have 
all the equipment needed.
So go on do something 
different, phone 300600 and 
book your place now

Bowls for 
Beginners

Many people in Newton 
Aycliffe are now foster 
carers – and Reach Out 
Care Fostering Services are 
inviting more to learn how 
they can offer support to 
children and young people.
The fostering agency, 
based in Burnhope, Newton 
Aycliffe, is hosting Skills to 
Foster courses at its offices 
over the coming weeks.
“We work alongside local 
authorities right across 
the region,” said fostering 
manager Lynne Brown, “and 
we have seen many people 
become excellent foster 
carers with us.
“You need to have a real 
interest in helping children 
and young people and have 
a spare bedroom.  Our 
Skills to Foster sessions 
give a realistic overview of 
fostering and potential foster 
carers can ask us questions, 
learn about the qualifications 
they will achieve and all the 
personalised training and 
support we offer.
“All of our foster carers have 
access to 24/7 support and 
regular visits from our social 

LEARN FOSTERING 
SKILLS IN AYCLIFFE

workers but our team are well 
known for going the extra 
mile. We even baby sat two 
very small foster children 
for a set of our carers on 
Christmas Eve so they could 
take their young teenage 
children to the cinema, one 
of their family traditions.   
“Our foster carers come from 
all walks of life and have 
different circumstances – 
some own their own home, 
others rent. Some are single, 
some are married or in 
long term relationships and 
they all receive generous 
allowances. The Government 
gives foster carers very 
generous tax concessions, 
too.
“Children and young people 
go into care for a wide 
variety of reasons. Some of 
them go on to adoption, some 
are rehabilitated back to 
their birth families and some 
stay with us long term. We 
treat all our foster carers as 
professionals doing a crucial 
job which can help a young 
people lead successful lives.”
Reach Out Care is a not-for-
profit agency which holds the 

coveted Investors in People 
Gold accreditation. It offers a 
value-for-money service for 
local authorities, hosts a club 
for children in care, invites 
carers to information-sharing 
forums and organises holiday 
activities. 
For more information on  up 
and coming Skills to Foster 
courses, or for an informal 
chat about fostering,  please 
contact Lynne Brown on 
01325 310009 (option 2) or 
email info@reachoutcare.
co.uk  You can read more 
about the agency and its sister 
organisations by clicking on 
to www.reachoutcare.co.uk 

Neil and Carol Peacock of 
Village Farm Dairy near 
Sedgefield are a young 
couple who set up their own 
home made cheese business 
just over a year ago. 
They are now enjoying 
great success supplying 
farm shops, hotels, delis 
and restaurants all over the 
country and recently added 
the Hall Garth Hotel to their 
list of clients.
The cheeses including 
Blue, Camembert and 
Farmhouse White are made 
from milk provided by 120 
Friesian cows all born on 
the farm - all cheeses have 
their own distinct taste and 
some have added herbs and 
other ingredients to tempt 
the palate.
Neil milks the cows and the 
milk is piped direct from 
the milking parlour to the 
cheese dairy vat 20 feet 
away where Carol startts 
the process helped by their 
children Joe and Georgia at 
weekends.
“I was a cookery teacher 
which stood me in good 
stead for diversifying 
into cheese production as 
a means to add value to 
the milk and help sustain 
our existence in the dairy 
industry” said Carol.
Village Farm was bought 
in 1957 by James and  

Smile & Say Cheese!
New Local Cheesemaking 

Business Makes Great Progress

Mary (Neil’s parents) who 
started the dairy herd with 
two cows ‘Snowy’ and  
‘Prudence’. 
Neil now runs the farm 
and all the cows are known 
by name and have their 
own family history. Their 
welfare is important to the 
family and the future of the 
farm.
“We are extremely pleased 
with the progress of our 
cheese venture to date and 
hope to grow and continue 
to expand the business with 
the support of local people 
and food businesses” said 
Neil.  Contact Carol on 
01740 622255. Website 
www.parlourmade.co.uk

The 60 prize Jubilee Draw organised by the Rotary 
Club will take place on Tuesday 5th June at a special 
Jubilee social event starting at 7.30pm in the British 
Legion Club. Tickets are now on sale from the Rotary 
Club members, The British Legion, Newton Press 
Offices at St. Cuthberts Way and Walkers Butchers, 
Simpasturegate  They are only £5 and  include a Pie & 
Peas Supper, Bingo Tombola and live entertainment. 
Tickets are limited.
If you are interested in selling the draw tickets to give 
your club 75% of the sales get in touch now with Syd 
Howarth on 320901. You have a couple of weeks before 
the draw and an ideal opportunity to help your club or 
a charity of your choice.

Last Chance to Join 
the Jubilee Draw
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how this disease can affect so 
many people, young, attractive, 
spirited people, not just the 
very old, as most people with 
Parkinson’s are depicted. A 
cure for Parkinson’s does not 
seem to be too far away. With 
the generosity of people in the 
North East we can do a lot 
towards supporting those who 
are dealing with the disease 
every day.” said Jill.
Fellow organisers Ken Booth 
and Lynn Tearse, of Newcastle 
met at a support group.
Ken, 54, has lived with the 
condition for 23 years while 
Lynn was diagnosed three years 
ago and they think the concert 
is a fantastic idea and to fill the 
Sage.

Three fundraisers have come 
together through shared 
suffering with Parkinson’s 
disease to organise an 
ambitious fundraising project –  
a major concert to raise money 
to help other sufferers in the 
North East.
The north east trio have 
booked the 1,600-seater Sage 
at Gateshead to host Sixties 
legends for the “Pop for 
Parkinson’s” event on June 1st.
Dave Berry and the Cruisers, 
The Tremeloes and The 
Fortunes are among the line-up, 
all performing at special charity 
rates to ensure ticket sales go 
straight towards helping people 
in the region.
The organisers supported by 
Parkinson’s UK charity staff, 
chose this week to announce 
the concert to coincide 
with national Parkinson’s 
Awareness Week.
Jill Thompson, from 
Heighington said the volunteers 
all had a history of raising 
money for Parkinson’s while 
coping with their illness. 
The 61-year-old, who was 
diagnosed eight years ago, has 
twice taken part in the gruelling 
sponsored ‘Sail the Island’ 
challenge around the Isle of 
Wight and has organised a 
number of her own fundraising 
events.
“I’d previously organised a 
concert in our village hall but 
I’ve never done anything on 
this scale before,” said Jill.  
“The main thing we wanted 
was to give people a great night 
out. We recognise that charities 
are always asking for money 
and I think it’s important that if 
you’re willing to give, you get 
something in return.”
The concert idea came about 

Ready to rock and the donations to roll in, 
Jill Thompson and Ken Booth

after The Freemasons of 
Durham and Northumberland 
gave £15,000 to Parkinson’s 
UK in the North East to be 
shared between local support 
groups.
“We have spent some of the 
money on delivering cognitive 
therapy sessions to people with 
Parkinson’s and on providing 
sports and activity days, where 
they could try out things they 
may not have tried before,” 
explained Jill.
“It was then agreed that we 
should invest some money in 
something big, a real event, that 
would not only generate more 
funds but also raise awareness 
of Parkinson’s among the wider 
public; kind of speculating to 
accumulate.”   
The Sixties concert theme came 
after Jill met Dave Berry at 
one of his gigs in the region. 
“He has helped us pull this 
group of performers together 
at charity rates for no other 
reason than he met me and was 
appalled and shocked to know 

Local Woman Helps Organise 
60’s Concert at the Sage

This week, Woodham 
Community Technology 
College has been celebrating 
the achievement of four 
students who have each read 
over an astonishing 1 million 
words in the course of a school 
year. The students have been 
given the opportunity to 
read from a choice of books, 
that are appropriate to their 
reading age and abilities, as 
part of the accelerated reading 
programme. 
The scheme, which has been 
running in the college for the 
past three years, aims to get 
readers of all abilities enthused 
about literature of all genres. 
As part of the initiative, 
students are able to take online 
quizzes on each book to ensure 
they have understood what they 
have read and the computer 
then calculates an exact word 
count for each student.
The four amazing students, 
who are still only in Year 7, are 

Woodham’s Four 
‘Millionaire’ Readers!

Marty Woodhouse, Charlotte 
Kirton, Lowri Morley and 
Owain Newton - who at over 
1.7 million words is already 
closing in on the massive 2 
million barrier! Owain, who 
has always been a keen reader, 
states he is a fan of action 
novels and his favourite writers 
are Anthony Horowitz and 
Robert Muchamore .

Shafto/St Marys PACT 
meeting is on Thursday 22nd 
May at 6pm at Newton Aycliffe 
Library, Central Avenue.
PCSO 7044 Scott Hodgson
Newton Aycliffe Beat Team

PACT Meeting

P.A.C.T.
Meeting
Police And
Community Together

Dear Sir,
Wednesday 2nd May was 
the Annual Town Meeting of 
the Parish of Great Aycliffe 
– it is the meeting when 
the townspeople gather to 
hear their Mayor review the 
previous year, and to raise 
issues regarding their town.
One appreciates that not 
every Councillor can make 
every meeting.  However, two 
councillors were conspicuous 
by their absence. 
One was Independent Cllr 
Irene Hewitson, who has 
attended just 7 Town Council 
meetings in the past year.

Councillor Attendances
She recently wrote in the 
Newton News that she could 
be a successful Councillor 
without attending meetings.  
The other was Independent 
Cllr Paul Gittins, who has 
attended only 9 Town Council 
meetings in the past year.   
Both Cllrs Hewitson and 
Gittins have been paid the 
same allowance of £1059 as 
do all town councillors.
For comparison, one Labour 
councillor attended 75 
meetings of the Town Council 
last year. Voters need to 
know.
Name & address supplied
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On Saturday 21st April, 
Aycliffe Dance Academy 
held a Family Fun Day to 
raise funds for the children’s 
costumes for their annual 
show this summer! Over 200 
people attended the day which 
was held at the Academy’s 
home, the Bethany Centre 

Dance Academy Fun Day

in Woodham. Members 
of the academy and public 
browsed stalls, enjoyed 
cakes and refreshments, got 
their faces painted, played 
on the bouncy castle and 
took part in activities such 
as the football speed cage 
and ten pin bowling! They 
also had an extra special visit 
from Peppa Pig and Buzz 
Lightyear which were kindly 
supplied by Party Palz, a 
local business. The children 
loved seeing their favourite 
characters come to life, some 
of the children even managed 
to have a go on the bouncy 
castle with Buzz!
Sarah Templeton, a member 
of ADA, said: ‘I had a 
fantastic time at the ADA 
Fun Day! Dylan loved it 
and was so excited from 
start to finish! I loved seeing 
my little boy so happy and 
having fun!’
Kelsey Boyle, a student from 

ADA, said: ‘I love my nails 
that I had done at the Fun 
Day, it was a great day!’
The Fun Day was a HUGE 
success and exceeded 
everyone’s expectations! 
They raised a staggering 
£1619.14 and managed to 
beat last year’s record in a 
shorter time!

A month long campaign was 
launched during May by 
national charity Sue Ryder in 
Newton Aycliffe, to generate 
more stock. 
We are appealing to 
local businesses and the 
community to continue their 
generous support. More than 
80% of the income raised 
in our shops comes from 
voluntary donations. This, 
and our wonderful team of 
volunteers who selflessly 
donate their time and energy. 
enables us to fund our 
hospices, day beds and home 
care.
By shopping with us and 

SUE RYDER SHOP’S 
MAY CAMPAIGN

Margaret Brown (Lady 
Captain of Woodham Golf & 
Country Club) would like to 
thank the following for their 
kind donations to help raise 
money for her charity, Cancer 
Research.
Woodham Golf Club, 
Creations. Themes Diner, 
Rough and Tumble.  Aqua 
Bright, Mecca Bingo. N.H.F. 
Hair, Grosvenor Casino 
Stockton. Roots Aycliffe.
Maggie would also like to 
thank all the kind people who 
bought raffle tickets and with 
their generosity £84 was raised.

Charity Raffle

Greenfield Students are 
creating their own radio and 
podcast show at Greenfield 
as part of the GAMP AAP 
funded Community Scenes 
project.  
For the last year over 6 
community buildings have 
been working together with 
film maker, Ben Race from 
Capture Films, to develop 
interview skills and the 
understanding of potential 
community spaces. 
The research has been a 
fantastic experience which 
will allow the students to 
transform their learning to 
create a podcast and radio 
show.

Local Radio 
& Podcast

Wear Valley Musical 
Theatre Company transports 
you back to the 1940’s with 
their production of “When 
the Lights Go On Again” 
looking at the life and loves 
of a local family in the midst 
of war. 
Don’t miss this opportunity 
to join in with the memorable 
songs, such as “White Cliffs 
of Dover” and “We’ll Meet 
Again”, the flag waving, lots 
of laughs and a few tears. So 
come along, take your seat 
and “When The Lights Go 
On Again” you’ll be glad 
you came. 
The performances will 
be in Shildon Civic Hall 
from Tuesday 15th May 
to Saturday 19th May 
commencing at 7:15pm. 
Tickets are £9 (or £5 for 
under 14s) and are available 
by telephone 01388 604285 
or 01388 604457. 

 Back to 40’s 
Musical

donating unwanted clothing, 
shoes, handbags, dvd’s and 
household items  we can 
continue to provide palliative 
treatments to patients. We 
also offer help, advice 
and support to families of 
those living with end of life 
conditions such as cancer, 
motor-neurone disease, 
strokes and brain injury. 
Please take some time to see 
what you could offer.
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Students from Greenfield 
Community School have been 
praised for their involvement 
in a regional Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Maths careers event.  
The Greenfield students 
delivered over 5 creative 
workshops to their peers that 
explored new smart materials 
and how they can be applied to 
enterprise and business. 

FULL ON FUTURES

The Five students (pictured 
above), Leah Nicholls, 
Francesca Moody, Aisha 
Kraish, Josh Paramor and 
Mason Plews developed a 
project that used photochromic 
paint in children’s clothing to 
help detect when a child may 
be at risk of sun damage.  
They did a superb job. We have 
been working for over a year 
with Durham University and 
Netpark and the Technology 
Department at Greenfield to 
explore the innovations in 
these new smart materials and 
their properties.  
We have been involved in 
many regional events to 
celebrate the work we have 
been doing including staff 
training, Celebrate Science 
Festival Durham and Pro 
Energy- our active installation 
on tour. 
If you would like to be involved 
with our work or find out more 
about the developments within 
our Specialism of Arts and 
Science please get in touch.  
Katy.milne@greenfieldschool.
net

Staff and pupils came together to wish Linda Ramsay, School 
Secretary and Bursar at Sugar Hill Primary, a long and happy 
retirement. Mrs Ramsay has worked at the school since 1994 
and has been a big contributor to its success over many years.  
Presenting her with leaving gifts, headteacher Mrs Cumming 
wished Mrs Ramsay well and told her that she will be missed 
by everybody, echoing the thoughts of all her colleagues and the 
children at Sugar Hill.

SECRETARY RETIRES

Dear Sir,
Every AGM, the Town 
Council appoints members 
to the various committees 
of the Council and the Great 
Aycliffe Independents 
complain to the Newton 
News that the Labour Group 
has unfairly ‘frozen them 
out’.
To pre-empt this nonsense, 
may I remind readers how 
selections for committee 
membership are made. Being 
the largest group, the Labour 
Group first announces the 
Labour Councillors whom it 
wishes to sit on the various 
committees.  
Next (even though not 
required by law to do so) we 
propose that approximately 

Allocation of Council 
Committee Places

a third of the seats on the 
committees be allocated to 
opposition councillors.  This 
is fair; Labour Councillors 
outnumber the opposition 
approximately 2:1.  
We do not say who those 
councillors should be; we 
leave the selection of names 
to the opposition councillors. 
Last year, the Great Aycliffe 
Independents (the largest 
opposition group) took all the 
places we had allocated to the 
opposition. This meant that 
there were some opposition 
councillors who could not get 
a place on ANY committee.  
That was NOT fair.
I will let readers know what 
happens this year.
John D Clare

Dear Sir,
With regard to the 
forthcoming Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee, I have 
arranged a Street Party 
for residents in the Gilpin 
Road cul de sac and their 
family and friends.
I am in the process of 
a Council road closure 
application to seal off the 
road and so far have 74 
confirmed attending the 
party.  
In order for this 
celebration to be a one 
to remember we have 
arranged for 2 bouncy 
castles, children’s 
e n t e r t a i n e r / d i s c o , 
treasure hunt, balloon 
race, sports day races and 
a traditional pig roast.
Lisa Peart, 32 Gilpin 
Road

Street Party in 
Gilpin Road

Dear Sir,
I read with amusement the article “Rubbish Service!”. I 
sympathise with the writer ‘annoyed’, particularly with 
reference to  “Due to Health & Safety they cannot pick up 
the bags” statement.  
If this is the case, and it is a ruling implemented by DCC 
then why does the crew in our area frequently LIFT out bags 
from half full wheelie bins and place into adjacent wheelie 
bins prior to the bin cart collection? 
It would not be imposed by HSE as they do not put in such 
rules, merely request employers to ensure they have carried 
out the appropriate risk assessments and act accordingly, 
Presumably this is done in order to save the crew time in 
having to empty wheelie bins using the automatic lift on the 
end of the bin cart.  Seems like they use H&S as a perfect 
excuse for not offering an efficient service.
Christine Marsh

H&S Used as an Excuse?
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At a recent Committee Meeting of the Association various topical 
subjects were raised prompting contact with the various authorities to 
clarify the situation prior to calling Public Meetings to give residents 
the opportunity to air their views. 
TOWN LITTER PROBLEM
Vice Chairman Fr. Michael Campion raised the continuing  problems 
with litter especially in areas where children walk to school and drop 
their rubbish – there is a litter trail between the two senior schools 
and the shops. Counc. Bob Fleming  explained that there is a Town 
Pride Team who go to a different part of the town each morning to 
pick litter. 
Syd Howarth suggested inviting Tesco to send a representative to 
a Committee meeting to discuss litter coming from their store. Don 
Fraser referred to the Environmental Protection Act of 1990 which 
gives a complete guide of what should be done and what must be 
done by law with regard to litter.  
He said that this had not been enforced since the District Councils 
went out of business, but it was the responsibility of the County 
Council to enforce the law. He explained that if the bodies have a 
duty under law then schools also have a duty under law to pick up 
their litter, but he did say there should be a period of notice given to 
warn parents that fines will be imposed if children drop litter.  The 
Council should also be doing their job under the law. Ken Robson  
reported the Acorn Residents Group volunteer to collect litter in their 
area.  
FUTURE OF POLICE STATION AND POLICING IN GREAT 
AYCLIFFE 
Ken Robson raised the question of the future of the police station in 
the town centre. Chairman Syd Howarth said the Town Council have 
this under constant review and the Police Authjority are in contact 
and present regular reports on the effectiveness of new policing 
operations.  
Bob Fleming explained that there had been no decision made about 
the police station in Newton Aycliffe yet, although he, personally, felt 
that the old station will be demolished. The police are in industrial 
premises on the Business Park at the moment and hold meetings in 
various parts of the town. They say they have no complaints from the 
public about this. The police are looking at other police stations in the 
area to provide with cells manned 24 hours.  

REPORT FROM GREAT AYCLIFFE 
RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

Fr. Michael recognised there was a strong feeling amongst residents 
that there should be a police presence in the town centre. He suggested 
it is time for us to have a petition to say we want a police station in 
the town centre and it is because individuals think they cannot do 
anything about the situation they say nothing. The building does not 
have to be as big but we do need a point of call for the general public. 
It was agreed to send formal letter to GATC asking them, on behalf 
of GARA, if they would join us in a joint petition, inviting the public 
to call for a police station to be located in the town centre.
SOCIAL HOUSING NEEDS 
Don Fraser referred to Livin as a private housing company in 
their own right who are not accountable to an elected Board as the 
members are now appointed by Livin. Don expressed his concern 
about the way Livin allocate council housing in Newton Aycliffe.  
Anybody can apply for a house in Newton Aycliffe and bid for it, and 
they don’t have to live in the town. This is a government directive, 
not necessarily Livin. Because of the allocations policy, second 
generation Newtonians are having to go outside the town for social 
housing, e.g., Chilton and Shildon, and this is splitting families, 
some who need to be near relatives. He thought we should invite a 
representative from Livin to come to one of our meetings to discuss 
the topic and press for change.
Bob Fleming said we should invite Livin to discuss the Town’s 
Neighbourhood Plan. He said that social housing is a massive 
problem in Newton Aycliffe. The last social housing built by a 
Council was in 1973 at Agnew.  
The problem is that all those people who came to Newton Aycliffe 
as young people are old people now. There are many people living 
in 3 bedroom houses who would be more than willing to live in a 
bungalow but there are no bungalows available. 
Ken Robson mentioned the Welfare Bill whereby people between 
the ages of 18-64 with an empty room in their house will have to pay 
extra rent for that room. There are areas on the town that could be 
identified for social housing under the Neighbourhood Plan and we 
need to speak to Livin to explain their future policy. 
The environment, social housing, shops and policing are issues that 
people of the town are most concerned about. Syd Howarth suggested 
inviting officers of Livin to a Public Meeting so that residents can ask 
questions and air their views and this was agreed by the Committee.

A renewable energy company has won 
national acclaim for its pioneering work 
on a landmark environmental project in the 
North East. Aycliffe’s Revolution Power has 
landed the prestigious Renewable Project of 
the Year title at the H&V News awards in 
London.
The award is in recognition of its work 
on the Newbiggin Maritime Centre in 
Northumberland, which – thanks to 
Revolution Power’s expertise in integrating 
renewable technologies – makes the Centre 
one of the most sustainable buildings in the 
region.
The solar panels on the Centre will 
produce 12,972 kWh of electricity per 
year, which saves approximately 11,463kg 
of carbon dioxide per year and provides a 
significant proportion of the Centre’s energy 
requirements.
Managing director Wayne Richardson, who 
picked up the award at a glittering ceremony 
in London’s Grosvenor House Hotel, said: 
“To be recognised for our work on the 
Newbiggin Maritime Centre has made what 
was already a hugely rewarding project even 
more worthwhile.
“The renewable systems installed on the 
Maritime Centre will not only benefit the 
environment but will help maintain low 
running costs during times of escalating 
energy prices.
“Winning this award not only recognises 
Revolution Power’s capabilities, but more 
importantly it rewards the commitment 
of the volunteers at the Maritime Centre 

who wanted the building to act as a shining 
example of what can be achieved when 
using an integrated approach to renewable 
technologies.”
Revolution Power, which supplies renewable 
energy products and services to domestic, 
commercial, community, educational and 
agricultural projects, has boosted the green 
credentials of several major developments 
in the region, including Durham University 
Science Department and numerous schools 
and colleges in the North East.

AYCLIFFE COMPANY SCOOP 
RENEWABLE ENERGY AWARD
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In February 2012 I made 
enquiries to hold my 
daughter’s birthday party 
at Woodham Community 
Centre, dates and times had 
been negotiated, then when 
asked the age of my daughter, 
(13), I was informed the 
committee don’t allow teenage 
parties from a decision taken 8 
years ago.
I raised my objections and 
thought this was unfair that 
the centre does not promote 
events as it suggests on its 
web site for teenage children. 
The main reason given was 
that they relied on committee 
members as key holders to 
open and lock up the facility, 
and they also had to take into 
consideration local residents.
After some communication 
I was finally informed the 
Woodham Community 
Centres committee members 
had discussed my enquiry and 
had come to the conclusion 
that they would not permit 
the party to take place. It was 
suggested I try the Sports 
Complex or the Leisure 
Centre.
My family and I have an 
affiliation with Woodham 
having lived in the area for the 
last 30 years, both my children 
attended pre school there, and 
cubs and scouts before the 
scouts moved to Bluebell 
Scout Cetnre. As a family 
we also attended Ballroom 
dancing classes.
Woodham Community centre 
as the name implies should 
be open to everyone in the 
community, and is not just 
a private club for use by 
committee members as and 
when it suits. It is all well and 

We are sorry we were unable 
to assist this  parent with 
her request, and are pleased 
she was able to find another 
venue. We are not anti-
teenager, nor do we run as a 
private club for Committee 
members only.
A recent poll showed in 
one week we had over 324 
individuals use the centre, with 
many taking part in several of 
the regular activities. People 
from all over the Town and 
surrounding areas, including 
many ex Newtonians, and 
others some from as far away 
as Wolsingham, Darlington, 
Shildon, Spennymoor and 
Durham use our Centre, and 
all are welcome.
We recently ran a very 
well attended Dance and 
Drama 13 week course for 
teenagers  with professional 
tutors. Currently we are in 
discussions with both the 
Youth Centre and Greenfield 
Art Centre to explore what 
other activities we could 
stage with the necessary 
supervision of parents. The 
Centre is a 26 year old Charity 
run by a very small group of 
volunteers (many elderly) 
with no paid staff.
We would love to do more 
but we are severely limited 
especially for one off 
events on an evening.  The 
Committee (as part of our 
Constitution) must consider 
many factors when coming 
to policy decisions. In this 
instance factors we had to 
consider were as follows:
1. Would we have someone 
prepared to go out late at 
night to lock up and secure the  
building, and have personal 
safety?
2. Do we have people who 
under our safeguarding policy 
are qualified (we only have 
two) to be in the building with 
children who could check 
that the promised parental 
supervision was being carried 
out? 
3. The logistics of making 
sure that after any event the 
building is ready for use next 
day.
4. The building and 
neighbourhood are protected. 
5. Every event has its own 
risk assessment issues.
6. The legal and insurance 
implications that if anything 
did occur, and supervision by 
parents had not been legally 
agreed. 
We are not tarring all 

Private Use of Community Centre
A Parent’s Complaint The Committee’s Answer

good, those members of the 
committee suggesting to me to 
go to another venue but it is an 
excellent facility to be used by 
everyone in the community. 
The local residents there is a 
pub, restaurant and three take 
away food shops, so what 
impact could a three hour 
party have compared to these 
permanent businesses?
Because the committee 
dragged their feet on the 
decision we looked for 
another venue, and to keep 
the event in the Woodham 
area approached the Agnew 
Community Centre allow 
teenage parties. The venue 
was superb - all for a very 
reasonable hourly fee. My 
daughter had forty friends at 
her party all from Greenfield 
School who had a fantastic 
night and I am proud to say 
these young teenagers were 
very well behaved. I wish to 
thank Secretary Ron Mitchie 
for the service Agnew Centre 
provides.
There are lessons to be 
learnt by the Committee 
of Woodham Community 
Centre who should not tar all 
teenagers with the same brush, 
be more open minded and with 
proper parental supervision, 
which was never in doubt, 
give teenagers a chance.
Woodham Resident
Name& Address supplied.

teenagers with the same 
brush. A party for teenagers 
in the evening has different 
risk factors to that of 6 year 
olds having jelly and cake for 
2 hours on an afternoon.
The parent was made aware 
that any policy change would 
have to be considered by the 
Committee so that a proper 
democratic decision took 
place. Illnesses and holidays 
meant we did not even 
have a quorum available. 
Considering the possible 
delay and that a decision to 
change policy may not occur 
it was suggested she consider 
other venues.
What is needed by us and 
many other Centres is not 
just casual usage, but regular 
support. If people want 
things to happen in their 
communities we need people 
to volunteer time, be prepared 
to learn new skills, and get 
the necessary checks such as 
CRB. 
Our Committee meets on the 
3rd Wednesday each month at 
6-30pm and would welcome 
this lady or anyone else who 
would like to join. Until more 
people volunteer or someone 
provides funding to pay for 
staff, these difficult decisions 
will still have to be taken 
to maximise the resources 
available.
On behalf ot the Committee
Woodham Village 
Community Association 

Year 9 students from 
Woodham Community 
Technology College had 
their first taste of university 
life at the end of April at 
Northumbria University. 
The 60 lucky students spent 
a day working alongside 
university students finding 
out about student life. 
The students met current 
undergraduate students, had 
a tour of the campus and 
investigated various routes 
into and through Higher 
Education, starting with and 
focusing on their GCSE 
options.  
The aim of the session was 
to give students a realistic 
experience of Higher 
Education.  However, it was 
also an opportunity to take 
part in different lectures 
that that really grabbed the 
students’ attention.
Afterwards Miss Maria 
Jackson, who led the 
trip, said ‘No matter how 
many guest speakers or 
publications we have in 
school, first-hand experience 
is the best.  This is what we 
wanted to give our students 
and that is exactly what we 
achieved.’
The visit formed part 
of a careers education 
programme which regularly 
gives access to post 16 
experiences and ensures 
Woodham students are 
well-equipped to progress 
in education, training and 
employment.

Woodham 
Students 

Taste 
University 

Life

Dear Sir,
The latest offering from 
John Clare was worthy of a 
prospective  Parliamentary 
candidate. Is he getting 
bored with the local scene? 
He goes to great lengths to 
point out how bad things are, 
and what else is to come, 
whilst carefully avoiding 
mentioning whose hand was 
on the tiller when the ship hit 
the rocks. 
His soloution appears to be 
to hand over the purse so we 
can have another” Balls up”.
Reading the Newton News, I 
get the impression that most 
readers want 3 things from 
our LOCAL  politicians: 
Better road repairs, an end to 
the petty squabbles of various 
councillors, and finally an 
end to that farce that would 
give Brian Rix a run for his 
money, namely THE TOWN 
CENTRE.
Peter Hardy

What We 
Really Want

Sedgefield and District 
Citizens Advice Bureau are 
to offer a special Drop-in 
Debt Advice Day for people 
seeking help to resolve their 
financial problems.
The bureau will be open 
on Wednesday 16th May 
10am – 3pm to help any new 
client with debt problems 
whether you have one single 
debt or multiple debts.  The 
debt session is in addition 
to the current weekly drop 
in sessions held at both the 
Spennymoor and Newton 

Drop-in Debt Advice 
Day at CAB

Aycliffe offices.
Should you not be able to 
attend this special day, the 
CAB have also launched a 
telephone gateway assessment 
line which is available 10am 
-3pm Monday to Thursday 
and 10am-1pm on a Friday.  
The gateway assessment line 
number is 01388 825429 
(charged at local rate).
The debt drop in session 
service is for new clients only 
and current clients should 
continue to contact their debt 
worker direct.
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Newton Aycliffe FC are 
planning their second 
annual Family Fun Day this 
summer after last year’s 
success. 
Hundreds of people turned 
out for the last event and 
organisers are expecting an 
even bigger turn-out this year, 
on Sunday 8th July at Aycliffe 
Sports Club.
Aycliffe FC’s sponsorship 
manager Barry Waters 
organised the club’s inaugural 
fun day at short notice last 
year, so he’s planning a bigger 
and better event this summer, 
with a range of entertainment 
and fun on offer for families 
around the pitch at Moore 
Lane Park.
“It should be a really good day 
for all the family. It’s only the 

Football Club’s Annual Family Fun Day
second time we’ve organised 
this, but last year was a 
tremendous success, given 
the short timescale in which 
we put it all together. There’ll 
be loads more on offer for all 
members of the family this 
year so, weather permitting, it 
should be a cracking day for 
everyone.” said Barry.
Entertainment on the day 
will include a bouncy castle, 
a speed goal, a brass band, a 
range of American vintage 
cars, football coaching, 
an army assault course, 
an archery demonstration, 
Tombola, face-painting 
and a coconut shy, while 
refreshments will be readily 
available.
There’ll also be a table top 
sale (£5 a table). Anyone 

who’d like to get involved 
can contact Barry on 
07864 718243, or email 
barrywaters212@msn.com
Aycliffe FC are still inviting 
fans and residents to volunteer 
their services on matchdays 
for the 2012-13 season. 
The club are expected to 
announce a number of major 
developments this summer 
which will enable them to 
push on again after finishing 
ninth in their inaugural 
Northern League first division 
campaign.
But they need more hands-
on help on matchdays – 
anyone interested can contact 
secretary Steve Cunliffe 
on 07872 985501, or email 
stecunliffe@aol.com
www.newtonaycliffefc.co.uk

Newton Aycliffe Spartans are 
still looking for that elusive 
first win in the British Baseball 
Federation North League AA 
Division after going down to 
a double defeat to the league 
leading Hull Scorpions in 
Humberside last weekend.
After a two week break due 
to the inclement weather, 
Spartans were glad to be back 
in action and started brightly 
against their hosts, behind 
some great pitching from 
David Atkinson.  However an 
inability to get the final out in 
the bottom of the 2nd inning 
proved costly as the Scorpions 
racked up 15 unanswered 
runs.  Candice Burton, scored 
the lone Spartans run.
The second game again saw 
the Spartans start with purpose 
and Jason Hill had the honour 
of scoring the first ‘Home 
Run’ in Spartans history with 
a 3 run shot over the left field 
fence.  That propelled the 
Spartans into a 4 to 1 lead.  
Once again however, the 
Humberside outfit showed 
why they will be in the mix 
for the league title by scoring 
another 14 answered runs and 
running out comfortable 15 to 
4 winners to remain unbeaten 
with a 4-0 record.
This weekend the Spartans 
return home the ‘The Arena’ 
at Horndale Avenue (opposite 
Greenfield School) to play 
two games against Oldham 
North Stars on Sunday 20th 
May, in a game supported 
by lowcostmobilesltd.co.uk.   
The North Stars finished at 
the bottom of the standings 
in 2011 and have lost their 
opening fours games this 
season, so the Spartans will be 
looking to get their first win 
this weekend. The first pitch 
is at 12pm with pre-game 
entertainment provided by the 
Newton Aycliffe Pipe Band 
from around 11.30am.  The 
Spartans would welcome as 
many local people as possible 
to come down and watch this 
highly enjoyable spectator 
sport.
The Spartans have pulled 
off somewhat of a coup in 
arranging for the highly 
respected and experienced 
Great Britain National 
Team Baseball Coach, 
Sam Dempster to take two 
forthcoming training sessions.  

SPARTANS STILL 
SEEKING FIRST WIN

Game 1 Newton Aycliffe Spartans 1, Hull Scorpions 17
Game 2 Newton Aycliffe Spartans 4 Hull Scorpions 15

Coach Dempster, who has 
spent the past five summers 
working as Major League 
Baseball’s (MLB) envoy 
coach to Great Britain is one of 
the Head Coaches in the MLB 
Envoy Coaching Programme. 
He has coached in Germany, 
England, Holland, Spain and 
Kenya, among other countries, 
as an Envoy Coach.
In Canada, as Head Coach of 
the Durham College Lords, 
Dempster has compiled an 
impressive overall record 
of over 302 wins with five 
championships. In 2010, 
Dempster was inducted into 
the Whitby (Ontario) Sport 
Hall of Fame. In January 
of 2007, he was awarded 
the Julio Puente Envoy 
International Coach Award 
by Major League Baseball 
at the American Baseball 
Coaches Association 
Conference. This prestigious 
award is presented by MLB 
for unselfish, dedicated and 
passionate work in growing 
the game of baseball. Coach 
Dempster is also an associate 
Canadian scout for Major 
League Baseball’s Milwaukee 
Brewers and was previously 
a scout for the New York 
Yankees.  
The Spartans will welcome 
Coach Dempster to their 
training sessions on May 17th 
and June 7th. 
Baseball and Softball are 
community sports, welcoming 
both women and men, 
irrespective of age and anyone 
interested in learning more 
about either sport is invited 
to join us. The Spartans have 
now commence their summer 
outdoor training sessions. 
First ‘taster’  session is always 
free with all future sessions 
charged at £2. 
These will be held every 
Thursday evening from 6pm 
until dusk at Horndale Field, 
opposite Greenfield College, 
Newton Aycliffe and on 
Sundays 10am – 1pm (on 
non game days – check www.
newtonaycliffespartans.co.uk 
for the team’s schedule)
For further details, 
contact John Johnston, 
Team Manager on john@
newtonaycliffespartans.co.uk  
or visit the team’s website at 
www.newtonaycliffespartans.
co.uk 

The 23rd Bishops Cub 
Final was played at 
Heritage Park, the home 
of Bishop Auckland FC, 
on Wednesday 18th April 
between St. John’s and 
Whitworth Park Year 9 
football teams.  
The score at half time was 
1-1.  St. John’s came back in 
the second half and battled 
on to beat Whitworth Park 
4-3 with goals from Ben 
Bayles (2), Luke Molyneux 
(1) and Matthew Raisbeck 
(1).  Luke Molyneux 
(Captain) was awarded 
Man of the Match for an 
outstanding performance.  
The match referee was 
George Courtney.
St. John’s and Whitworth 
Park came up against each 
other again on Thursday 
26th April playing in 
the League Cup Final at 
Ferryhill School.  It was a 
tight game and Whitworth 
Park were leading 1-0 
at half time.  However, 
St. John’s came back in 
full force in the second 

SUCCESSFUL SEASON 
FOR ST. JOHN’S

UNDER 14’s TEAM

half and their hard work 
paid off resulting in a 4-2 
win against Whitworth 
Park.  Goals came from 
Sam Iceton (2), Matthew 
Raisbeck (1) and Ben 
Bayles (2).
After the presentations 
for the League Cup, St. 
John’s and Whitworth 
Park also celebrated being 
joint winners of the league.  
Congratulations and well 
done to both teams.

Luke Molyneux

Former Councillor Maud 
Gray and helpers had a 
Tombola Stall on market 
day this week in aid of 
Innovations a local charity 
helping people with 
learning disabilities. The 
total amount raised was 
£150 and Maud wishes to 
thank all those who helped 
and contributed to the stall. 
The money will be used to 
buy portable picnic tables 
for when the club visits 
West Park.

Charity Stall in Aid 
of Innovations Club

Aycliffe Village School is 
running an accredited course 
limited to the first twelve 
adult applicants. The starting 
times of the three twilight 
First Aid sessions- accredited 
for the adult participants are
15th May, 15.30- 17.30
22nd May, 15.30- 17.30
29th May, 15.30- 17.30
(six hours in total)
If a person is in receipt of 
Job Seekers Allowance, they 
should bring documentation 
to prove this. The school 
will fund other applicants 
from the Awards for All Bid. 
Please ring 300227.

FIRST AID 
COURSE

Does your organisation, 
club or charity need 
assistance?
Newton Press will be 
celebrating their 50th 
anniversary in 2013 
and are looking to 
help Newton Aycliffe 
organisations to raise 
money for their funds.
We have been a central 
part of life in Newton 
Aycliffe and want to put 
something back into the 
local community which 
has given us so much 
support.
If you think there is a 
way Newton Press can 
help you, either with a 
print job or a feature in 
the Newton News, please 
send me an email and 
give us your request for 
consideration.
paul@newtonpress.net

HELP IS
AT HAND
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TELEPHONE MAN, Dave 
Bowes. Extensions fitted for 
phones, Sky, Broadband and 
internet. Extension lines moved 
and repaired. All jobs only £40 
each. 01388 833828 or 07949 
315604

Telecom

Please Remember
to tell the advertiser 
you saw their advert 
in the Newton News

Iron / Steel

NEWTON NEWS
NEWTON NEWS is published 
and printed by Newton Press, 
which was established in 1959 and 
incorporates “The Newtonian”. 
Visit the on-line version at www.
newtonnews.co.uk
DISCLAIMER Newton News 
cannot be held responsible for 
advertisers offering goods or 
services. As a general rule we 
would advise anyone NOT to 
part with any money until the 
order has been completed to 
your full satisfaction, if you are 
still not satisfied contact Trading 
Standards on 0845 040506. All 
information is correct, to the best 
of our knowledge, at the time of 
printing. Newton News accepts 
articles in good faith and takes 
no responsibility for errors and/
or omissions.

PLEASE REMEMBER
to tell the advertiser you saw their advert

in the Newton News

Home Services

01388 778556

CARPET FITTER, vinyl and wood fl ooring specialist. Contact 
Richard  on  307 935 or 07946 435 177
JACKY’S Housework Services. All housework considered. 
Competitive Rates. Tel 01388 607 156 or 07593 400 360
AYCLIFFE CLEANING Services Carpets, upholstery, leather 
care, drives, paths, patios, decking, guttering cleared. Domestic 
and Commercial. End of tenancy cleans. Equipment for Hire. 
Fully Insured. Tel 327087 or 07895 697 115
CARPETS FITTED and re-fitted by time-served fitter. Call Paul 
on 07964 685 957 or 317 928
DO YOU NEED someone to do your housework etc? Then let me 
do it for you. I am reliable, trustworthy and give reasonable rates. 
Ring Sandra on 01325 301327

Driving School

Builders

BILL LOWERY (Builder). 
Brick laying, plastering, 
joinery etc.  No job too small. 
Tel 01325 311 225

ABTEC Building Contractors

Plumbing

For all your print requirements
Newton Press 300212
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Please Remember
to tell the advertiser you saw

their advert in the Newton News

ACORN REMOVALS Full 
house, part load or single items, 
local and national, Storage 
available. Tel: 300 557 or 
0777 989 0006 www.acorn-
removals.com
BELL HAULAGE Single 
Items - Light Deliveries. Local, 
National, International. Very 
Competitive Rates. All goods 
fully insured. Tel: 314647 or 
07970 926 818
“U” STORE containers, 
domestic and industrial storage 
317716, 07850 646 355
MOVING A THING? Call 
Phil from £12ph. 321084 or 
07790 509 925
DJ LIGHT REMOVALS also 
household items removed free 
of charge, old TVs cookers, 
washers, fridges, mattresses, 
bikes etc. Garage clearances 
undertaken. Tel 321567 or 
07984 817 111

Removals

T.V. and Video

For all your print requirements
Newton Press 300212

Plans

HOUSE PLANS, Extensions 
and Alterations Tel: 01325 
300646 Mobile 07795 965670
BUILDING PLANS drawn for 
extensions etc. Full structural 
design service available. Tel. 
07731 985 837 or 01388 
609455

DRAGON DECORATORS 
All aspects of interior and 
exterior decorating, including 
children’s artwork. Over 20 
years experience. No job too 
small, free estimates. Tel 319 
371 or 07952 364 426
C. A. PLASTERERS 
all plastering work, artex 
skimmed, small jobs, free 
estimates, 01388 721 206
PAINTER and decorator, 
over 30 years experience, 
free estimates. Tel Steve 
Pearson on 319 862 & 07896 
917 880
A&T TILING Wall and 
floor tiling, professional 
service at competitive 
rates. Free estimates. 
Tony 07858 755 437
T.J. DECORATING For 
free estimates call Tommy, 
Tel 327171 or 07901 632 953
A.N. PLASTERING 
Coving. Rendering, artexing, 
old lime plastering. Free 
estimates. 07706 467 954
GD PLASTERING All 
aspects of plastering, 26 
years experience. Tel 07786 
121 686
RMC PLASTERING and 
damp control, internal and 
exterior plastering. For free 
estimates and expert advice 
call 07766 021694

Decorating

Locksmiths

Roofing

JOHNSTONE’S ROOFING
Based in Newton Aycliffe - All roof work undertaken.
Repointing, chimney repairs, soffits, fascias & guttering,

insurance work, storm damage. FREE ESTIMATES.
Competitive rates, all work guaranteed.

Co. Reg. 3994971, VAT Reg. 830806639.
Tel 01325 313454 or 07907 432389

J. WATSON Property Services
GARAGE ROOFS FROM £450.00

NEW TILED ROOFS FROM £1650.00
Chimney Stacks - Slating - Ridge Tiles Replaced - Tiling - Flat Roofs

Pointing - UPVC Facias and Soffi ts - Guttering - Leadwork
Storm Damage - Velux Windows - Recommendations Available

For a Free Estimate Contact James Watson
01325 486099 - or 07799 426110

www.1stcalljwpsroofi ng.co.uk

Joinery

LAMBTON JOINERY 
Kitchen and bedrooms fitted, 
doors, skirting, dado rails, 
laminate floors, general 
joinery. No job too small. Call 
for free estimates. Tel 07858 
755 437

Gardening

J.W.N.E.M. Gardening / 
Fencing / Decking / Paving 
/  Brickwork /  Property 
Maintenance. We will beat 
any other genuine quote. 304 
206 / 07950 672 689
HIGHSIDE Road Nursery 
Heighington. Fencing Panels:  
from £9. Trellis from £4. Tel 
316 487 or 07809 028 310
ALPINE LANDSCAPES. 
Patios, Driveways, Fencing, 
Decking, Gravel, Turfi ng, 
Walls. All work guaranteed. 
16 years experience, 
professional advice. www.
alpinelandscapes.co.uk - 
contact Alan on 01325 310 
128 or 07974 710 351
JUST LAWNS (and 
Hedges). Good quality work 
at competitive rates from 
your local gardener. Other 
garden work also undertaken. 
One-off jobs or regular visits. 
Contact John 07788 190662
MARTIN SHIRES garden 
Landscaping Services Block 
Paving Specialists. Fencing, 
Decking, Patios, Walls, 
Turfi ng, Hedges. Quality 
guaranteed work. Tel 321 
891

FREE QUOTES from Part P/
NICEIC registered electrician 
with 20 years experience. 
Domestic or commercial, full 
or part rewires, sockets, lights, 
fuse boards, cookers, showers, 
Landlord inspections and more. 
Call Simon on 07866 266 657 
or 313 330 - all areas covered

Electrical

For all your print requirements
Newton Press 300212
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BVA Foundation
FREE
Confidential
Post Abortion
Counselling 
available

Telephone:
01642 616077

SAMARITANS - 13 Woodland 
Road, Darlington. We are 
here for you 24 hours a day. 
Telephone 08457 90 90 90

Personal

STEPTOE ‘n’ SON, Metal and 
Waste Recycling Specialists. 
All rubbish removal work 
undertaken. Domestic and 
commercial, fully licensed and 
insured. Landlords, Save £££s 
all scrap metal and electrical 
items, collection free. House 
clearance a speciality. Call 
for a free estimate - one call, 
Steptoe sorts it all. Tel 01325 
789203 or 07546 319311

Rubbish
Removal

Computers

PC Problems?
Hardware - Software

Upgrades - No fix, No fee
Home Networking

Broadband Installation
No call out charge

01325 317649
0800 955 6867
GAMES CONSOLE

PC REPAIRS
NO FIX NO FEE

NO CALL‐OUT CHARGE
PICK‐UP & DROP‐OFF

UPGRADES
VIRUS REMOVAL

Laptops and Wireless Set-up

Andy McLean 07828 012 607
or 01325 317223

COMPUTER PROBLEMS, 
Router Set-ups, Reinstalls, 
Upgrades. Call now for best 
price. Tel:07740 149224

Property

WHITE HOUSE FARM 
Boarding Kennels and Cattery. 
Bolam, Near Darlington (off 
A68) DL2 2UP. Tel: 01388 
832635.
MINI JACK RUSSEL puppies, 
£200, 1 smooth dog, 4 rough 
haired bitches. Tel: 01325 
310715

Pets

B E A U F O R D S ,  D a i m l e r 
limousines, Rolls Royce’s, 
Mercedes and Jaguars available 
for weddings, anniversaries and 
special occasions. Tel 01740 
620 147 (Sedgefield), 07721 
771 113
CLASSIC LIMOUSINES - 
for that special occasion: Hen 
Nights, Proms, Anniversaries, 
Race Days, Airport Runs. Early 
Morning starts. Seven seats. 
Distance no object. Contact 
07721 771 113.

Weddings

Tuition

ENJOY LEARNING Guitar, 
Bass or Drums at home.  Tel 
Roger 01325 321 444  - 
Friendly, Experienced, Local.
TUTORING in the Sciences 
and Mathematics. Over 10 
years experience. Call Mrs A 
Cooke on 07813 945 226
HAVE YOU EVER thought 
of starting your own business, 
but didn’t know where to start? 
Call John on 01325 778 206

Babysitter

Accommodation

5 BEDROOM house in School 
Aycliffe. Rent £900. Deposit 
£1000. Ring  07557 773633. 
One bedroom Bunglow 
including all bills in School 
Aycliffe for £500pcm. No 
DHSS. Ring 07899 678 891. 
SELL YOUR HOUSE 
Fast. No fees payable. Tel 
07941 026326 or visit www.
countydurhampropertybuyers.
co.uk
2 BEDROOM house in Butler 
Road. Available soon. To 
register an interest, contact 
MoveOn Homes on 01325 
311737
3 BEDROOM modern 
detached house, conservatory 
and garage, gardens, £525pcm. 
Bond and Refs required. No 
DSS or Smokers. Tel 07792 
015847 for details
3 BEDROOM modern 
unfurnished house for rent. 
Gamul Close, Newton Aycliffe 
DL5 7QW. Comprising of 
large rear garden with decking 
area and lawn to front. £550.00 
pcm. Available 1st June. Please 
contact John on 07554 458009
3 BEDROOM house in Newton 
Aycliffe. DSS accepted. Tel 
07866 787429
3 BEDROOM properties 
to let, £475 per month plus 
non refundable fee of £300. 
No DSS, No pets. Tel 07980 
596563
2 BEDROOM in Woodham 
to let. Unfurnished, driveway, 
gardens front and rear, double 
glazed, GCH, fitted robes, fitted 
kitchen, modern decor. Tel 
07570 140140
2 BEDROOM house, five 
minutes walk from Aycliffe 
town centre. Pleasant outlook. 
£430 pcm. Tel 07888 397684
3 BEDROOM semi, excellent 
condition, stair lift, suit elderly 
person. Tel 07866 622243
3 BEDROOM in Tanfield 
Place, good condition, GCH, 
DG, £370 per month, Bond 
required. Tel 07583 192028

Discos for any occasion
Weddings a Speciality

316008 or 07756 034255
www.inaspin-entertainment.com

HARRY POTTY’S  face 
p a i n t i n g ,  b a l l o o n s  a n d 
temporary glitter tattoos. Tel 
01325 316008 or 07756 034 
255
FUN-n-BOUNCE Bouncy 
Castles for hire with and 
without slide, adult sizes 
available. All parties catered 
for, also available for indoor 
use. Tel 01325 307 445 or 
07594 436 127
P R O F.  N I N C O M P O O P 
C h i l d r e n ’ s  e n t e r t a i n e r 
making  b i r thday  par t ies 
special. Balloons, magic and 
tomfoolery, midweek discounts. 
Discos for all occasions. Tel 
Gary on 310 646 or 07952 244 
404. Website: www.professor-
nincompoop.com
PROSTAR  Entertainment 
Disco or Karaoke for all 
occasions. (Colin and Caroline 
ex-Horndale Club). Tel 01325 
313 322 or 07976 719 047

Entertainmentmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnntttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt

HAIR DESIGN Mobile hair 
dresser, over 24 years experience, 
OAP reduced rates. Call Lynn on 
01325 319497 or 07904 219997
WAVES Hairdressing/Nails. 
Friendly,  rel iable service, 
reduced rates for OAPs. ½ price 
manicures and pedicures. Tel 
01325 308099 or 07986 620397

Hairdressing

Health &
Beauty

DJ LIGHT REMOVALS also 
household items removed free 
of charge, old TVs cookers, 
washers, fridges, mattresses, 
bikes etc. Garage clearances 
undertaken. Tel 321567 or 
07984 817 111

Wanted

Property To Let
3 bed unfurnished houses 
in Newton Aycliffe. £450 
per month, in advance, 

£150 admin fee. LHA rates 
apply. Res required

07925 845266

Autos

Stigs Motor Factors
Unit 4 Whitworth Avenue

Oils, Wipers, Filters, Brakes, Clutches,
Suspension, Additives, Car Care, Bulbs,
Batteries, Anti Freeze, Bearings + more

Wiperblade, Bulb + 
Battery fi tting available

OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK

TEL: 01325 316 566
AYCLIFFE AUTO Electrics 
Vehicle Diagnostics • Engine 
Management • Air Bag • 
A.B.S. • Alarms/Immobilisers 
• Any Auto Electrical Work. 
Convenient Mobile Service, 
contact Ian Bain on 07715 165 
292
FORD MONDEO Ghia, 05 
plate, full electric pack, silver, 
6 speed box, 6 CD stacker 
in excellent condition, taxed 
an dtested, £2400. Tel 07754 
812928

WATCH BATTERIES now 
available at Taylors Newsforce
DONATIONS needed of Bric-
a-Brac and other good condition 
items for Newton Aycliffe good 
causes. Ring Honest John  on 
316 630
RSPCA Durham and District 
cats and kittens for adoption, 
fee applies to cover 1st and 2nd 
vaccination, also neutering and 
id chip. Please Tel 311 215
COFFEE MORNING with 
bacon buns, childrens chocolate 
tombola plus a tombola for all. 
St Francis Church, Burnhope on 
Saturday 19th May from 10am 
to 12 noon.

Public Notice

ALLOTMENTS for rent at 
Middridge. Contact Kathy 
07530 899 874

To Rent

FLORIDA VILLA Disney, 
sleeps 8/10, pool, spa, games 
room, visit www.florida-villa-
2-rent.com or call 320 409

Holiday

Sits Wanted

CLEANING LADY All 
housework undertaken, 
reasonable rates. Please tel 
07790 528698

Last Friday a group of 
Woodham students were lucky 
enough to travel to Bishop 
Auckland College in order to 
visit the department of Music 
and Performing Arts. 
The group of year 9 Drama 
students, who have all already 
opted for the subject at GCSE 
level, arrived at the college 
in time to see the Performing 
Arts students’ production of 
the musical ‘Little Shop of 
Horrors’. 
Among the cast performing 
on the day was Stacey Cant, 

an ex-Woodham student 
who is now studying for the 
Performing Arts course at 
Bishop Auckland College. 
The visit was a valuable 
experience for Woodham 
students, as it served to give 
an insight into the options 
available post-16. Several of 
the students who participated 
in the visit are hoping to pursue 
the Performing Arts on leaving 
Woodham. 
They were keen to talk to 
members of the cast afterwards 
to find out more; as well as 
have photographs taken with 
the full-size model of Audrey 
II, the plant responsible for 
eating a large number of the 
characters as the show goes on!
The show was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all who attended, 
particularly as it was 
reminiscent of Woodham’s 
own successful performance of 
‘Little Shop of Horrors’ which 
took place in March 2011. 
Woodham students were keen 
to incorporate some of the skills 
and vibrancy seen on stage into 
their next musical production, 
coming up in 2013. Watch this 
space for more details!

STUDENTS VISIT BISHOP 
AUCKLAND COLLEGE SHOW 

DURHAM COUNTY CREDIT UNION

AVOID
HIGH INTEREST LOANS
that are almost impossible to pay back!

SAVE
with us and take advantage of

LOW INTEREST LOANS!

For information ring:

01325 315645 - Harry Drake
or 01325 312872 - Mike Dixon

For all your print requirements
Newton Press 300212
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Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Opticians

Chiropody

CHIROPODYCHIROPODY
Mr P. Oliver

BSc (Hons)  -  M.Ch.S
for a Home Visit call

01325 32012601325 320126

Congratulations

For Sale

BARGAIN BUYS  Bosch 
washing machine to rent, £3.99 
a week! No deposit, no more 
unwanted repair bills. Tel 
321678
FRIGIDAIRE upright fridge/
freezer (frost free), less than 12 
months old, bargain at £100. Tel 
01325 788385
2 RABBIT HUTCHES, one 
large £30, one medium, £20. 
Wire mesh run, fits either hutch, 
£5. Tel 312793
SHED FOR SALE 10’ x 6’, 1 
year old, new condition, £300 
new, accept £100 ono. Tel 07852 
664490
TV STAND for sale, 3 shelf 
unit, black glass and silver, £160 
new, aceept £50 ono. Width 45” 
x Height 20” x Depth 18”. Tel 
07852 664490
2x2 SEATER settees and 1 
chair, dark green leather with 
wooden surround, VGC, £120. 
Tel 01325 315466
B E D S  B E D S  B E D S  a t 
Bargain Buys. Single Divan 
beds, Double Divan beds, Pine 
Frames, Metal Frames and 
Double Leather Frames from 
£99. All available on credit. 
Tel 321678

Birthday 
Remembrance

Thank You

Julie and Terry
Pollock
(nee Gray)

Happy 25th Wedding 
Anniversary - 9th May

May your Silver turn to 
Gold. Love from Mam and 
Dad

Julie and Terry
Congratulations on your 
25th Anniversary. Love, Jo, 
Andy and the bump

Julie and Terry
Happy 25th Anniversary. 
Love, George, Barabara 
and Steph

Mam & Dad Pollock
Happy 25th Anniversary. 
Love from Dan, Adam and 
Billy

In Memoriam

TOM TOLSON 6th May 
2007. Remembering you 
today, comforted by so many 
memories. Your loving Wife 
Margaret and all the family
MICHAEL STEVENS 13th 
May 2004. A daily thought, a 
silent tear, a constant wish that 
you were here. Love and miss 
you always, Mam and Dad
RAYMOND BRIGGS 10th 
May. Your presence I miss, 
your memory I treasure, I will 
love you always and forget you 
never. Always in my thoughts. 
Doris

Andy Emmett

Happy 50th Birthday
All our love, Helen, Holly, 
Katie, Vi and Alan xxxx

JOE HOWARTH Happy 9th 
birthday Joe. Have a great day. 
Lots of love from Grandad 
Syd, Barbara, Uncle Paul, 
Auntie Bev, Uncle Stuart, 
Auntie Joanne and Cousins 
John-Paul, Carrie, Matthew, 
Adam and Alex
ANDY EMMETT Happy 
50th birthday. Love, Janice, 
Stewart, Clare, Heath, Louise 
and Jackson xxx
MICHAEL PLASKETT 
Congratulations on your 21st 
birthday. Lots of love, Mam, 
Dad, Gemma, Titch and Mia 
xxxx
MICHAEL PLASKETT 
Congratulations on your 21st 
birthday. Lots of love, Nanna 
Hazel xx
CHLOE FARLEY 
Congratulations your fantastic 
1st place in 14-17 year old 
Freestyle at Blackpool. You 
were amazing. Good luck 
this weekend! Love and hugs, 
Graeme, Debbie and Emily
ABBIE KENNEDY To 
our gorgeous Niece, well 
done on coming 5th in your 
Freestyle Solo in Blackpool 
and qualifying for Nationwide. 
Love you lots, Aunty Kirsty, 
Uncle Stephen, Libbie and 
Flynn Xxx
MATTHEW CUTLER Uncle 
Matty, have a happy 18th 
birthday. Lots of love and 
kisses from Brooklyn and Levi
MATTHEW CUTLER 
Happy 18th birthday Son. 
Hope you do well with your 
driving. Love you loads from 
Mam, Alex, Chloe, Kieran and 
Katie
HEATHER ROGERSON 
Congratulations. 60 on 11th 
May 2012. You are now a 
member of the Kof Gang. Lots 
of love, John
BRADLEY CLAUGHTON 
(15th May 2012). 
Congratulations on becoming 
a teenager Bradley. Happy 
birthday. Love, Kath and Mick 
xxx
JOE HURST Congratulations 
on your 18th birthday young 
Hursty! Loads of love from the 
Clan xxx

Well Done
Rachel Bennett

For coming first place at 
Blackpool Qualifier in your 
Feestyle Solo on Saturday 
5th May 2012. We are so 
proud of you, you have 
worked so hard! Keep up the 
good work and good luck for 
the Nationals in November.
Lots of love, Mam, Dad, 
Sarah, Richie, Daniel and 
Bump xxxx

THANK YOU to Caroline 
Race for all your hard work 
with Rachel’s dance routines. 
Love from Rachel Bennett 
and family. Also a huge thank 
you to Nicola and Lauren 
Towell and Sarah for Rachel’s 
fantastic hair and make-up. 
Lots of love, Rachel & Mam x
ALICE SHELDON would 
like to say a huge thank you 
to everyone who made her 
60th Birthday weekend such 
a special time and memories 
never to be forgotten. Words 
can’t describe how shocked I 
was at all of the surprises at the 
weekend. Still in shock now, 
thank you everybody. Love 
you all so much. Xxxxx

Obituary

EDITH LEWIS 3rd May, 
peacefully. Aged 90 years of 
Newton Aycliffe, formerly 
of Sunderland. Dearly loved 
Wife of the late Dave; much 
loved Mam of Jean, David, 
Margaret, John, Christine, 
Robert, Stephen and Paul. 
Also a dear Mother-in-Law, 
Nana and Great Nana. Funeral 
on Monday 14th May, would 
friends please meet 2.45pm 
for a Service at St Clares 
Church, Newton Aycliffe prior 
to cremation at Wear Valley 
Crematorium, Coundon. 
Family flowers only please, 
donations in lieu if desired to 
the Macmillan Nurses.
GRACE WALTON on 3rd 
May, aged 79, after a happy, 
healthy life and a short illness. 
A much loved Mam, Nanna, 
Great Nanna and person. 
Service to be held on Tuesday 
15th May at 1.45pm at 
Darlington Crematorium. No 
flowers please, but donations 
in lieu at the Crematorium for 
Macmillan Nurses should you 
wish

Joe Howarth

9 YEARS OLD
12th May 2012

Happy 9th birthday to our 
very special son.  Hope you 
like your surprise! Lots of  
love and kisses Mam and 
Dad xx
Hope you have a brill  
birthday Joe, love Jack
Have a great 9th birthday 
Joe, lots of love from Nan, 
Grandad, Lee, Shellie,  
Morgan and Callum xx

TED SAVAGE 15-5-1930. I 
only wish there was a way that 
I could see you one more time. 
To thank you for the joy you 
brought into this life of mine. 
From Maureen and family

Joe Hurst

18 on 13th May 2012
A style icon even at one!!

Happy birthday Joe. You’ve 
grown from a delightful little 
devil into a wonderful young 
man, that we are all really 
proud of. Have a great day. 
Love you loads, Mum, Dad, 
Sam and Louis xxxx

Libbie Anderson

Congratulations Babe on 
coming 4th in your Freestyle 
Pairs and Rock n Roll with 
Reece, also qualifying for 
the Nationwide Comp in 
November. We are so proud 
of you and you sparkled on 
that dance floor. Lots of love 
and big hugs, Mammy and 
Stephen. Xxxx 

To my big Sis, you are the 
best. Love you lots Flynn. 
Xxx

We l l  d o n e  t o  a  d e a r 
Granddaughter on coming 
4th in both of your Pairs in 
Blackpool and qualifying 
for the Nationwide Comp 
in November. Can’t wait 
to see you sparkle on that 
floor. Love always, Gran and 
Grandad. Xxxx 

Well done darling on coming 
4th in your Pairs with Reece 
in Blackpool  and qualifying 
for  the Nationwide in 
November. Wish we could 
have seen you, so proud of 
you and loved the costumes. 
Lots of love, Dad, Lyndsey, 
Morgan and Lewis. Xxxx

Barbara Sutton

Happy 80th Birthday
14th May 2012

Lots of love to a wonderful 
Mam, Nana and Great Nana. 
From all your family xxx

Happy 50th
Graeme

Happy 50th Birthday
15th May 2012

Still life in the old dog yet! 
Lots of love, N-H, T-C, S & J

Recently Aycliffe Youth Council organised a well 
attended public litter pick in partnership with Great 
Aycliffe Town Council and Litterfree Durham, around 
the hedgerows which border St Marys’ School and 
Tesco. 
During this hour long session participants managed 
to collect an impressive 10 full bags of rubbish which 
included mainly windblown paper, bags, drinks cans 
and bottles. Great Aycliffe Town Council would like to 
extend their thanks to all participants who assisted in 
the clean up; in particular the members from St Mary’s 
school who gave up their spare time to assist in tidying 
up their local environment.

Town Spring Clean

Dear Sir,
I was bemused to read 
J.D. Clare’s letter headed 
“A Government Actively 
Destroying the North East“. 
Only two years into the 
Coalition Government’s term 
of office, does he really think 
the local electorate have such 
a short memory?
Can he not remember that 
when New Labour was 
elected they announced 
that, for the first two 
years in government, they 
would follow the previous 
Conservative Government’s 
spending plans?
Unfortunately, the outgoing 
Labour Chancellor did 
not leave the Coalition 
Government a similar, stable 
economy. Blame the banks 
if you want Councillor 
Clare; but it was the duty 
of the Labour Government 
to properly regulate the 
country’s economy and 
financial institutions. I blame 
the previous Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, Gordon 
Brown.
Councillor Clare’s diatribe 
ignores the cause of the 
dire economic situation the 
Coalition Government is 
attempting to address and 
appears to suggest that the 
solution is to replace the 
current Coalition Government 
with a government by the 
party which oversaw the 
collapse of the banks and our 
economy.
New Labour had almost 
10 years to address the 
perceived North-South 
divide, but, despite the 
fact that most of the north 
MPs were New Labour and 
the Prime Minister was 
Sedgefield’s MP, they made 
not one iota of difference.  
Instead they introduced tax 
credits and benefits to buy 
northern votes to ensure the 
continued support of the 
northern voters, regardless of 
their failures.

37% of the people in Newton 
Aycliffe are “workless” as a 
consequence of 10 years of 
New Labour Government 
policies, or lack of effective 
policies.  Life expectancy in 
the North East is unlikely to 
have improved in two years 
of Coalition Government 
when New Labour DID NOT 
improve it in ten years.  
The introduction of the 
minimum wage turned the 
North East into a low wage 
economy which suited New 
Labour as they could top-
up wages with tax credits 
thereby buying votes with 
taxpayer’s money. Better 
still, instead of providing jobs 
in the North East, they gave 
benefits, ensuring that voters 
would not dare vote for a 
party that believes that those 
fit to work would be better 
served working.
I share Councillor Clare’s 
fears for the future of the 
North East given the dire 
straits New Labour left the 
economy in. However, I 
cannot accept his ‘headline’ 
and his insinuation that it 
is the Coalition’s policy to 
destroy the North East. The 
Coalition Government has 
allowed the train building 
project to be located on our 
trading estate. They would 
not have lost any votes if they 
had decided on locating it in 
a Conservative constituency 
in the south, as they could so 
easily have done.
Also, the New Labour 
Durham County Council 
has decided to forego the 
Coalition Government 
financial support for 
continuing weekly rubbish 
collection. That is, when the 
Coalition offers money New 
Labour turn it down!
As I was born in Scotland 
I appreciated Councillor 
Clare’s reference to the 
successes of the devolved 
Scottish Government in 
attracting new industries.  

Prior to the rise of the SNP 
the majority of Scottish 
MPs were (Old) Labour and 
despite being in a majority 
still went to the ‘Westminster 
Village’ for handouts.  
Scotland has shaken off 
this Labour belief in rights 
without duty and is now 
competing on a level playing 
field.  
When I first came to live in 
the North East I considered 
asking the SNP to put up 
candidates in the North East 
to challenge the Labour 
stranglehold which has been 
to the detriment of the North 
East for decades. I am still 
of the opinion that the North 
East has more in common 
with Scotland than it has with 
even a Labour London based 
Government and would be 
better served by throwing in 
its lot with Scotland.
Like Councillor Clare I do 
not offer solutions to the 
Labour created problems 
being faced by the North East.  
However, unlike Councillor 
Clare I firmly believe that 
returning to a New, or Old, 
Labour Government would 
be a complete disaster for the 
country as a whole and the 
North East in particular.  
Labour’s stranglehold on 
North East politics for 
decades has not benefited the 
region, even when Labour 
were in Government and 
throwing taxpayer’s money 
around like confetti for circa. 
eight of almost ten years in 
Government.  
It would appear that 
Councillor Clare thinks 
that the local electorate are 
unaware of the old adage, 
“once bitten, twice shy”.  
Perhaps, this is why he only 
insinuated a solution rather 
than offering one and ignored 
the causes. There again, you 
don’t hear the Fishmonger 
shouting, “stinking fish! 
stinking fish!”.
Alastair P. G. Welsh

Labour’s Regulation of the 
Economy Was at Fault
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Newton Aycliffe’s 1st team, 
sponsored by Lift Right Fork 
Lift Training began their 
final season in the North East 
Durham Cricket League with 
a disappointing six wicket 
defeat at home to East Rainton 
in their first division clash. 
Aycliffe were asked to bat 
first on a very soft wicket and 
struggled throughout their 
innings and were eventually 
bowled out for just 38 after 
20 overs, with number 11 

batsmen Dave Bennet top 
scoring with 7 not out. 
In reply the vistors coasted 
to victory after just 14 overs 
despite two wickets each from 
opening bowlers Carl Little (2 
for 11) and Sean Morgan (2 
for 25). The first team make 
the long journey to Beamish 
for their next game on 12th 
May.
The 2nd team had their third 
consecutive league game 
cancelled because of the 
recent inclement weather and 
have still yet to start a game 
this season. Aycliffe’s second 
team will be hoping for better 
weather when they entertain 
Kibblesworth in their home 
game on Saturday 12th May.
The club’s under 11’s team 
played their first game of 
the season, but lost by 36 
runs away at Sedgefield. 
New Aycliffe captain, Dylan 
Tribley batted well and top 
scored with an excellent 
unbeaten 13 and he was given 
good support from Adam 
Lamb, who scored 7 runs. 
Nathan Parry was the pick of 
the bowlers taking 2 wickets 
for just 3 runs, including a 
wicket maiden and special 
mention must go to rookie 
wicket keeper Jack Lowery, 
who did a great job behind the 
stumps.

CRICKET CRICKET 
SCOREBOARDSCOREBOARD

Elisabeth Yaneske, Caroline 
Saxby and Philip Walker 
represented Sedgefield 75 in 
the Championships held in 
Glasgow and Sheffield.
They won a total of seven 
gold medals, two silver and 
a fifth and a sixth. Elisabeth 
took the gold medal in the 
800 meters freestyle short 
course in a time of 10:34 to 
become Scottish National 
Champion.
Caroline won gold medals 
in the 100, 200 and 400 
meters freestyle long course 
and took silver in the 50 
freestyle. Her time of 2:05:79 
in the 200 FS gained her the 
British and European Long 
Course Record. She already 
holds the short course British 
and European record for this 
event
Philip swam in seven events 
over the three days of the 
Championships winning four 
gold medals in the 50, 100 
snd 200 Back Stroke and 
the 400 Individual Medley 
and taking silver in the 200 
Medley. He was placed 5th 
in the 100 Front Crawl and 
6th in the 50 Butterfly.
These are truly amazing 
results from three great 
athletes.and the club would 
like to have on record our 
appreciation of the help and 
support given by Durham 
County Council Staff who 
have helped to make these 
results possible.

7 Gold Medals and a National Champion

A Mixed Crafts course is 
available at Aycliffe Village 
Primary School,  (01325 
300227) 
3 weeks (2 hours per week):
31st May, 14th June and  21st 
June from 3.30pm to 5.30pm.
There is a limit of twelve. If 
people are on JobSeekers’ 
Allowance they should bring 
evidence for us. If they are not, 
the school will cover the cost 
of the place.

GET CRAFTY
Aycliffe were represented 
at the inaugural Marathon 
of the North event in 
Sunderland. On a twisty, 
turny course Andrew 
Robertson was first over the 
line for the club in 4:24:37. 
He was followed by Rob 
Nicholson 4:45:14, Judith 
Porter 4:52:46 and Craig 
Robinson 4:57:31.
As part of the same event 
the Sunderland City 10k 
was run over part of the 
marathon course. The 10k 
got off to a tricky start as 
the electric powered pace 

RUNNING CLUB NEWS
car failed to start leaving the 
2000 runners to weave round 
it. The course was tougher 
than expected with some 
steep inclines. Tom Porter 
put in a great performance 
to come in 70th in 41:37. 
Robert Young and John 
Young also completed the 
course in 46:06 and 51:45 
respectively.
Aycliffe triathlete Michelle 

Scott travelled to The 
European Sprint Triathlon 
Championships in Eilat, 
Israel. She came home 
10th in 30 degree heat and 
extreme wind when out 
on the bike. It was a good 
result for Michelle whose 
preparations were disrupted 
by a throat infection 
meaning she had to pull out 
of planned warm up events.


