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SafeLine Taxis
(Aycliffe’s “Black Taxi” Company)

312 512
THE ONLY TAXI NUMBER YOU WILL EVER NEED

All Durham County Council Licensed Vehicles

OPEN 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK
Website: www.safelinetaxis.co.uk

WE OFFER INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL 
ADVICE ON ALL ASPECTS OF PENSION

AND RETIREMENT PLANNING INCLUDING:
• Current personal pensions and stakeholder
 schemes
• ‘Paid up’ pensions
•  Consolidation of pension funds
•  Ongoing investment and pension reviews
•  Advice at retirement including pension
 annuities, phased retirement and income
 drawdown   

We can review your existing arrangements 
to see if they are still suitable, suggesting 
ways in which you could invest money to 

achieve your required income in retirement.
Contact us to make a no obligation appointment. 

Telephone: 01388 776000
After office hours: 07774 248820 or 07977 164179  

Martin Bage Ltd is an Appointed Representative of Advanced Financial Services UK Ltd 
who are Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

Registered Office: 40 Church Street, Shildon, Co Durham, DL4 1DX
Registered in England. Registration Number: 4905360

YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER  -  ‘NEWS THAT MATTERS’

KAB
TAXIS

4, 7 and 8
Seater Available

316203
A2B 314545

LOW PRICES ON NEW
• Doors • Windows • Conservatories •
• Porches • Guttering • Facias •
• Soffits • Brickwork •

We also do all aspects of
repair work on Misted Units •
• Broken Locks • Leaks •

For a sensible, no obligation quotation
07816 675935 anytime or 304286 after 6pm

FENSA
Registered Company

THE WINDOW GUYTHE WINDOW GUY

DOOR

SALE

NOW ON

‘ALL TOGETHER AS ONE’
At Little Acorns we offer a wide range of child care services for 

children from 8 weeks to 11 years old which includes:
• FOUR DEDICATED PLAY ROOMS

• BREAKFAST/AFTER SCHOOL CLUB
• HOLIDAY CLUB

• 15 HOURS OF EARLY YEARS FUNDING FOR 3 YEAR OLDS

We provide an environment that is safe and secure for your children 
and we aim to make their time here as enjoyable as possible, 

whilst developing and learning through play.

IF YOU’RE INTERESTED PLEASE COME AND TAKE A LOOK!

** SIGN UP NOW **
FREE REGISTRATION

FOR ALL FAMILES

OPENING TIMES:
Monday - Thursday 7.30am - 6.00pm  •  Friday 7.30am - 5.30pm

Please contact Fiona on 01325 309100
Email: mylittleacorns@aol.com

Horndale Taxis
and Executive Cars

Fully Uniformed Drivers - Open 24 Hours Every Day
4-8 Seaters Available - Wedding Hire
FREEFONE IN TESCO’S (behind tills)

TEXT A TAXI ON 07733 886 316
or via our website www.horndaletaxis.co.uk

TELEPHONE: 01325

307307
24

Hours 
Every
Day

HAIR   •   BEAUTY   •   TANNING

5 Cobblers Hall  -  Tel: 308860 (Free Car Parking)
9 Main Street, Ferryhill - Tel: 01740 652006
Find us on Facebook: theworxhairbeautytanning

BODYSHAPER VIBRO PLATES
£2.50 for 10 minutes
£20 for 180 minutes

SPECIAL OFFER
100 minutes on Sunbed and
180 Minutes on Vibro Plates
£30 (Usually £40, Save £10)

FAST TANNING SUNBEDSFAST TANNING SUNBEDS

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you though those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

New Office & Private Chapels of Rest Now Open

Cobblers Hall Village Centre
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

(01325) 319519

FREE

VINYL PLANTATION SHUTTERS

SIESTA BLINDS - 01325 309003

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

J&M TAXI 
SERVICE

Newton Aycliff e’s Longest
Running Taxi Company

Tel: 300 331

The Pioneering Care 
Partnership attended the 
North East Better Health at 
Work award ceremony on 
29th March and picked up 
two impressive awards, the 
Voluntary Sector Business 
Award and the Longevity 
Award.
PCP were amongst 
businesses across County 
Durham and Darlington 
who were recognised 
for their commitment 
to improving the health 
and wellbeing of their 
employees as well as 
contributing towards 
healthier workplaces.
The local charity, which 
runs the Pioneering 
Care Centre in Newton 

PCP SCOOP TWO 
HEALTH AWARDS

Aycliffe, also picked up 
an ‘Achieving Continuing 
Excellence’ plaque. 
Jane Hartley PCP Chief 
Executive says “I am 
thrilled we received these 
prestigious awards, it 
recognises our commitment 
to supporting the health and 
wellbeing of all our staff, 
increasing productivity 
and improving employee 
morale. 
A big thank you to the staff 
involved in contributing 
to this work, in particular 
Becky Gustard, without 
whom we would not have 
achieved this. Well done.”
County Durham and 
Darlington NHS 
Foundation Trust hosted 
the awards evening to 
celebrate the hard work 
and commitment of local 
employers in achieving 
the ‘Better Health at 
Work Award’ for the 
second year. Dame Carol 
Black, National Director 
for Health and Work, 
Department of Health 
presented the awards. 
Some of the benefits of 
good workplace health are 
to:
Reduce ill health caused, or 
made worse, by work. 
Help people who have been 
ill, whether caused by work 
or not, to return to work. 
Improve work opportunities 
for people currently not 
in employment due to ill 
health or disability. 
Use the work environment 
to help people maintain or 
improve their health.
To find out more about the 
PCP visit www.pcp.uk.net , 
or telephone 321234.

There are still a few tickets 
left for the town children’s 
choir’s first production 
of “The Peace Child” on 
Saturday & Sunday 28th & 
29th April.
Staged at St. Clare’s 
Church Hall the show starts 
on Saturday at 6pm and 
Sunday at 3pm. 
Don’t miss this charming 
first performance by this 
new junior choir. Tickets 
at only £2 each can be 
obtained by ringing 
319002.

There will be a Table Top 
Sale at Simpasture Court 
on Saturday 28th April 
from 9am - 2.30pm.
Usual Stalls displaying 
lots of bargains with 
refreshments on sale 
awaits everyone.

Bargain SaleLAST CHANCE 
FOR MUSICAL 
TICKETS - £2
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Please join the Pioneering 
Care Partnership to 
celebrate the first year 
of their East Durham 
Hub’s delivery of ‘Colour 
Your Life’ with Arts on 
Prescription. 
The exhibition takes 
place at the Pioneering 
Care Centre on Friday 27 
April, from 1pm - 3pm 
showcasing some of the 
amazing art work that 
has been produced. Take 
a tour around the Centre 
to view the brilliant 
displays and enjoy the 
drinks and canapés in the 
Conservatory.  
Art sessions with local 
artist Suzy Galbraith will 
be in the Stephens Room 
from 12-2pm so feel free 
to pop along to see what’s 
involved in the project and 
have a go yourself. 
Carol Wood, PCP Business 
Development Director 
explained, “Colour Your 
Life is funded by NHS 
County Durham and aims 
to provide free access to 
arts activities to promote 
positive mental health and 
wellbeing.  The exhibition 
includes many of the crafts 
participants have produced 
with guidance from 
professional artists who are 
working in the marketplace 
today.”
The Arts Hub is on Fridays 

10am - 12noon, 12.30 
- 2.30pm and a family 
session 3.30 - 5.30pm. 
There is also an additional 
session on a Saturday 
morning 10 - 12noon. 
All classes take place in 
pleasant surroundings and 
give everyone the chance 
to learn new skills, make 
new friends and relax in a 
friendly atmosphere.
For more information about 
‘Colour Your Life’ or to 
book your attendance at the 
exhibition contact Daniel 
Fletcher on 321234 or email 
colouryourlife@pcp.uk.net   
find them on: facebook.
com/ColourYourLife.AoP

Colour Your Life Art 
Exhibition at PCP

Busy Bees is an 
organisation supporting 
charities including 
Butterwick Hospice, 
Air Ambulance, Cancer 
Research, Freeman’s 
Hospital, Alzheimers 
Society and many more! 
They hold a BEER 
GARDEN SALE  at 
the THREE TUNS, 
SHILDON (opposite 
Morrisons) from 9.00am 
to 3.00pm on SATURDAY 
28th APRIL.
All welcome!

Sale in Beer 
Garden

Helen Smith from Newton 
Aycliffe has been elected 
Chairperson of the “People’s 
Parliament”  representing 
the northern region, attend 
regular meetings to discuss 
the needs of people with 
disabilities.
Helen lives with friends in 
Beechfield and she has a 
boyfriend, Kenneth Hope, 
who lives at Oswald House.
She recently received an 
award on a Leadership 
Training Course held at 
Teesside University, the 
highest education course 
she has attempted, along 
with her friends from the 
People’s Parliament, helped 
by eight local M.P.’s.
Helen also leads the ‘Push 
Group’ from the Oaks Day 
Centre Football Squad. “We 
only have a few players and 
need more to learn soccer 
skills. Dale Anderson from 
Darlington FC coaches 
people with learning 
disability each Friday from 
1pm - 2.15pm in the Leisure 
Centre. “If you would like to 
join the squad please come 
along” said Helen a keen 
Liverpool supporter who 
has met Michael Owen and 
Steven Gerrard.
Helen, aged 52 next month, 
is a real go-getter and has 
achieved a lot including 

NEWTONIAN ELECTED 
CHAIRMAN OF 

PEOPLE’S PARLIAMENT

having a book of her life 
story published and is 
currently writing another 
book.
She is a volunteer worker 
tidying shelves twice a week 
at the Sue Ryder Shop in the 
town centre and a member 
of the Options Club at the 
PCP Centre.

Helen 9centre) with her University Certificate

PC 1452 Alan Thompson 
will be holding a PACT 
Meeting at Simpasture 
Court Coffee Lounge on 
Tuesday 24th March from 
6-30pm to 7-30pm.
Representatives from Great 
Aycliffe Town Council, 
County Councillors & 
Livin have been invited to 
attend.
Everyone welcome. Please 
come along and meet your 
Community Police and 
Civic Representatives to 
voice any concerns you 
may have and get updates 
on current issues.

P.A.C.T.
Meeting
Police And
Community Together
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Newton Aycliffe Youth 
Centre are hosting a 
Showcase of acts from 
the hugely successful 
Aycliffe’s Got Talent 
Contest held recently. 
Some of the judges who 
had the arduous task 
of choosing the winner 
will also be taking part 
in the event. Sponsors 
are now being sought 
for next year’s event.
The Showcase will 
take place on Saturday 
5th May at 4.p.m. at 
the Youth Centre. 
To order your tickets 
please ring 307522 
or email: newton 
aycliffeyouthcentre@
live.co.uk 
On the night tickets 
will be £2.50. Tickets 
reserved before 5th 
May will be £2.00. 
Children under 10 
admitted free. 
Money raised will be 
shared between MAD 

Productions who are 
currently working on a 
production of “Greece” 
a musical comedy, and 
the Youth Centre.
Registration forms 
will be available on 
the day for Aycliffe’s 
got Talent 2013. If 
you think you have 
talent why not pick up 
a registration form. 
Heats are planned to 
take place between 
October and December 
with the final early in 
2013. 

Showcase of Aycliffe 
Talent at Youth Centre

The Co-operative Funeralcare in Macmillan Road, Newton 
Aycliffe would like to thank everyone who donated Easter 
Eggs in response to their appeal including Grey College 
Durham for their contributions.. The eggs were taken to 
The Wishing Well Gateway Club at the Pioneering Care 
Centre, 

EASTER GIFTS FOR 
WISHING WELL CLUB

Greenfield 
Race Night 
On Friday the 27th April a 
small group of Greenfield 
Students will be holding a 
race night at Heighington 
Village Hall. There will 
be betting and a licensed 
bar with drinks available to 
purchase.
All monies raised will be 
split between the group 
of Greenfield Community 
College Students who are 
currently fundraising to go 
to Morocco in July of this 
year. The purpose of the 
trip is to let the students 
experience life in a third 
world country.
They will help with project 
work that the Moroccan 
Community will benefit 
from. They are all working 
exceptionally hard to raise 
their money and would be 
more than grateful for your 
support. Tickets are priced 
at £5.00 and the event is 
from 7pm onwards. All 
the students will be there 
working hard to help with 
the night.
Tickets can be purchased 
on the door however there 
are only a limited amount 
of places so you can also 
call 01325 300378 to 
ensure your seats. We hope 
to see you there! 
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The 3M manufacturing 
plant at Aycliffe has won 
a fifth President’s Award 
from the Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Accidents 
(RoSPA).
The accolade comes through 
the Heighington Lane site 
achieving a total of 14 
consecutive RoSPA gold 
awards in the organisation’s 
annual occupational health 
and safety scheme.
RoSPA award manager David 
Rawlins con-gratulated 3M 
on its outstanding success. 
“The RoSPA Awards 
programme provides well-
deserved recognition for the 
winners and spurs on other 
organisations to raise their 
standards of accident and ill 
health prevention,” he said.
Adrian Hughes is the 
site’s safety, health and 
environmental manager. 
He added: “We’re really 
proud of our safety record 
here at Aycliffe and gaining 
this award for the fifth time 
highlights the efforts that all 
of our employees have put in 
during the past year.”

High Five 
for 3M

A Family Fun Day will 
be held on 27th May at 
Darlington Ruby Club 
who  are hoping to raise a 
minimum of £20,000 for 
Help for Heroes towards 
costs at Catterick Rehab 
Centre. 
We are holding an ‘It’s 
a Knockout’ challenge 
on this day and have 16 
Matalan teams taking part. 
We are looking for local 
businesses to join in the fun 
with a team of 10 people. 
We are asking for each 
person to raise £50 in 
sponsorship that will go 
straight to Help for Heroes. 
In return we would be 
able to offer you a stand 
on the day as the event 
will be highly publicised. 
We will be holding a 
meeting for anyone that 
may be interested. For 
further information please 
do not hesitate to contact 
me by email or at store on 
01325740690.
If you would like to find 
out more about ‘It’s a 
Knockout’ visit www.
itsaknockout.com

FUN DAY 
FOR HEROES 

CHARITY

This week at Horndale 
County Infant & Nursery 
School we had a ‘Literacy 
Week’ with author Liz 
Million, who came into 
school to work with the 
children on exciting 
themes for stories and 
showed them how to create 
illustrations.  
We also had ‘Seven 
Stories’ visit the children. 
The Early Years enjoyed 
a ‘story party’ whilst Year 
1 and Year 2 enjoyed a 
‘Poetry Roadshow’, the 

Year 2 with Mrs Anderson, Mrs Jasper, Mrs Nelson and Mrs Copeland

Year 1 with Mr Walker, Mrs Seaman, Miss Stevenson and Miss Grant

Nursery with Mrs Wilson

Literacy Week at Horndale Infant & Nursery School

children had a brilliant 
day.
We asked the children to 
come into school one day 
dressed as their favourite 
book character and the 
response was amazing. 
Even the staff donned 
costumes for the day!
Top left to right: Mrs 
Seaman, Miss Stevenson, 
Mrs Jasper, Mrs Copeland, 
Mrs Hayton, Mrs Nelson. 
Bottom left to right: 
Miss Anderson, Miss 
Grant, Miss Dodds, Mrs 
Anderson, Mr Walker.

Dear Sir,
The worst illiterate is the political illiterate. He hears nothing, sees nothing, takes no part 
in political life. He doesn’t seem to know that the cost of living, the price of beans, of fish, 
of flour, of rent, of shoes and of medicines all depend on political decisions. 
He even prides himself on his political ignorance, sticks out his chest and says he hates 
politics. He doesn’t know, the imbecile, that from his political non-participation comes 
the prostitute, the abandoned child, the robber and, worst of all, corrupt officials, and the 
lackeys of exploitive national and multinational corporations.
Bertolt Brecht

Are You Politically Illiterate?
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A well-used, eco-friendly 
community building is being 
installed with solar panels 
thanks to funding from the 
Great Aycliffe and Middridge 
Partnership (GAMP). Agnew 
Community Association in 
Newton Aycliffe aims to be 
as environmentally friendly as 
possible and tries to practice 
low carbon usage so solar 
panels via Cllr Joan Gray and 
Paul Gittins’ neighbourhood 
budgets have proven to be 
just the ticket in heating the 
building.
The installation of 
photovoltaic panels on the 
roof of the community run 
centre will reduce the centre’s 
energy usage. This will allow 
the centre to pass on savings to 
its users, keeping room rental 
charges as low as possible.
The building was built in 2009 
and is now an extremely well-
used facility. The community 
centre relies on income 
generated by the hiring of 
rooms.
Brian Riley, GAMP 
coordinator, said: “Supporting 
the town’s voluntary 
organisations is a priority 
for GAMP and assisting the 
Agnew Community Centre 
with funding has allowed 
them to progress their plans.
“By installing modern 

solar technology this will 
support government and 
council targets to reduce co2 
emissions.” Ron Mitchie, 
Centre Secretary, said: 
“The trustees of the centre 
appreciate the support they 
have received from the GAMP 
team and the councillors.”

Agnew Community 
Centre Goes Solar

Sessions in Archery, 
Sports Activities, 
Crafts and Dance Mats 
were enjoyed over 
the Easter break, as 
can be seen from the 
many smiling faces. 
Watch out for the next 
sessions during the 
Whit holidays.

Easter Fun for Children at 
Oak Leaf Sports Complex

LifeLine Ink is a new 
Tattoo Studio which has 
just opened in Newton 
Aycliffe at St. Cuthbert’s 
House on the Aycliffe 
Business Park, opposite 
Newton Press Printing 
Works.
Newtonian Martin 
Clarke, the proprietor 
and artist, offers 
high quality work at 
affordable prices. Tattoos 
are available in all styles 
including custom one-off 
designs and many unique 

New Tattoo Studio

Japanese portraits plus 
lots of other eye catching 
works of art.
Martin, a former 
Greenfield student learnt 
his profession in the 
Coventry area where 
he was first offered an 
apprenticeship. He was 
quite successful and 
decided to open his own 
studio in Northallerton, 
but unfortunately it burnt 
down last year.  
After recovering from 
that set back he looked at 
starting again in his home 
town, and after obtaining 
the right premises is quite 
excited with the prospect 
of offering his services 
to local clientele. If you 
want a friendly chat and 
the guarantee of top class 
work call in soon.
Block 1, Unit 1G
Room 3
St. Cuthbert’s House
Tel: 07798 722041
See their advert below 
for more details and the 
opening times.

Town Councillor Alan Warburton has carried out his 
promise to donate £100 from his Council allowance to 
support the local CAB in the hope others would follow his 
example.

Town Councillor 
Donates £100 to CAB
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Not every Town Council 
meeting authorises ground-
breaking new initiatives!  
As you might expect, most 
of the Councillors’ work 
is fairly humdrum scrutiny 
work – being kept abreast 

of the latest developments, 
and making sure that the 
Council is running as 
efficiently and fairly as the 
public would wish.
Wednesday’s Policy and 
Resources Committee 
was one such meeting.
The meeting opened with 
a presentation from Mr 
Ramsey of the Technology 
Services Group, which 
holds the service contract 
for the Council’s IT 
equipment.  
Councillors were given a 
report on how the contract 
had fared last year, and of 
the updates which they 
are advised to make for 
next year (which will be 
considered at a future 
meeting).
Members received the end-
of-year report on the Parish 
Performance Plan (which 
measures the council’s 
performance against the 
targets set after consultation 
with the Customer Panel).  
This year, only two 
targets were not achieved 
– the planned town-wide 
questionnaire has been 
deferred until the Council 
consults also about the 
Neighbourhood Plan, 
and the project to adopt 
Newton Aycliffe station 
has ground to a halt because 

the Council’s partners have 
failed as yet to complete 
their part of the preparatory 
work.  
The Committee also 
received the end-of-year 
Business Risk Management 
report (which measures 
the various risks which the 
Council might face) and 
also a number of updated 
policies (for example, the 
Council’s Capability and 
Disciplinary Policy).
A number of requests for 
donations were considered, 
most of them from groups 
asking for help with their 
Jubilee celebrations. 
Members tried to award 
grants proportionate to the 
size of the event, as far as 
they could gauge from the 
letters of request.
Finally, the Committee 
received information from 
the Citizens Advice Bureau, 
prior to a presentation CAB 
will be making to the Full 
Council on Wednesday 
18th April. Council Leader 
Bob Fleming stressed that 
no decision will be made 
regarding CAB at that 
meeting, and that the issue 
would be discussed at the 
next P&R meeting on 23rd 
May. All decisions were 
made unanimously, without 
any challenge.

REPORT ON COUNCIL MEETING 
WEDNESDAY 11th APRIL

Enjoy Folk singing 
this Sunday 22nd April 
performed by Aycliffe Folk 
Group at 3pm in the Centre.
Admission £3, Seniors £2 
and children free.
On Tuesday 5th June 
the Centre celebrates the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
with a full day of activity for 
children from 9am - 7pm.
We are looking for parents 
to assist on the day and also 
two teenage volunteers to 
dress up in a Mickey Mouse 
costume. To volunteer for 
these jobs please ring Peter 
on 313924.
We also need volunteers 
to sell raffle tickets for the 
Community Draw organised 
by the Rotary Club to help 
town organisations. There 
are 60 valuable prizes to be 
won - please help us.

NEVILLE NEVILLE 
COMMUNITY COMMUNITY 

CENTRECENTRE

ENTERPRISING students 
are vying to be ‘The 
Apprentice’ in a contest 
designed to secure their 
dream job. Woodham 
Community Technology 
College has joined forces 
with Tallents to offer students 
an opportunity of a lifetime.
Tallent specialises in world 
class design, development 
and the manufacture of 
leading edge chassis, 
structural and suspension 
products for the global 
automotive industry.
For the third year running 
Woodham College has 
launched ‘The Apprentice’ 
competition, an exciting 
and challenging programme 
in which students are put 
through their paces in a 
similar way to the popular 
television series. 
Deputy head teacher Jonathan 
Lumb said: “The Year 11 
students are given a range 
of tasks to complete over a 
six week period, which are 
demonstrated to the judges 
from Tallent and the school. 
The student who impresses 
the judges the most will be 
given an apprenticeship at 
Tallent, which is a fantastic 
opportunity for their futures 
and a brilliant learning 
experience.”
Students were given tasks 
to challenge their skills 
around design, maintenance, 
materials, cost awareness 
and marketing. Student 
Joshua Scott, 15, said: 
“The scheme is brilliant as 

it relates to realities in the 
work place and it gives us a 
real taste of the future. It’s 
a great opportunity for us 
to be working with such a 
big company in the area. To 
win would be amazing and 
it would be the start of my 
career as a design engineer 
which would be fantastic.”
Student Gareth Clarkson, 15, 
added: “It is nerve wracking 
doing the presentations but it 
is a good way for the judges 
to get to know us. It would 
mean everything to me to 
win; it would set me up for 
life.”
Winner of last year’s 
apprentice scheme, Josh 
Barber, had the chance 
to experience work in all 
departments at Tallent before 
specialising in his chosen 
area.
Josh, 17, said: “The scheme 
has been fantastic for me and 
a real chance to get a job. But 
not only that, it has been an 
opportunity to discover what 
I really want to do in my 
career with Tallent.
“I am currently studying 
business administration 
Level 3 with them and they 
will eventually support me 
through my degree too. I’m 
really excited for my future 
and joining the apprentice 
scheme was the best thing I 
ever did.”
Tallent’s training controller 
David Pearson said: “This 
scheme is a real investment 
in our future and, for the 
students, an apprenticeship 

gives them a chance to get 
the shop floor experience and 
further education at the same 
time, with the possibility of 
sponsorship for a degree.

Gareth Clarkson (left) with Joshua Scott in Woodham’s 
Design & Technology Department.

SEEKING AYCLIFFE’S APPRENTICE
COMPETITION FOR DREAM JOB AT TALLENTS

“Having this strong link with 
the school helps us to select 
someone who really can 
grow with us, which is a huge 
opportunity for them.”
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Great Aycliffe Town Council is pleased to announce that 
this year’s Great Aycliffe Show Golf Tournament will be 
sponsored by Neville Pharmacy and Bewick Pharmacy of 
Newton Aycliffe.  
The Golf Tournament will be held on Saturday 25 August 
2012 at the Oak Leaf Golf Complex and forms part of the 
annual Great Aycliffe Show weekend.
Entry to the Tournament is free and is open to all residents 
of Great Aycliffe, plus all members of the Oak Leaf Golf 
Club, regardless of where they live.  
The Tournament is organised in conjunction with the 
Oakleaf Golf Club and prize money for first, second and 
third places will be allocated in four categories, Adults, 
Seniors, Ladies and Juniors.
For further information and entry forms contact us on 
01325 300700 e-mail to show@great-aycliffe.gov.uk or 
visit our website www.great-aycliffe.gov.uk

GOLF TOURNAMENT 
SPONSORED BY 

TOWN PHARMACISTS

Well done to Sugar Hill Reception class, little chef’s! Eight 
boys and girls, aged 4 and 5 completed a six week ‘Let’s 
Get Cooking’ course and served up a delicious Easter tea 
for family and friends. They invited the After-School Club 
children to join them and everyone had a great time!

AN EASTER TREAT

Dear  Sir,
We note the letter from G 
Gray re the Elmfield School 
site. A group have been 
looking at the possibilities 
for this site for some years. 
We are producing proposals 
which would meet the 
needs of all sections of the 
community and which would 
be sustainable. 
Developing any plans 
which would meet need 
and sustainability cannot be 
plucked out of the air. To that 
end we will be consulting the 
community to look at need 
and possibility and see what 
the people want, not what one 
or two individuals think the 
people want or need.
There could be various 
options for the site: Housing, 
mixed housing, housing  
plus community facility, 
community garden plus 
community facility  etc.
It is important we consider the 
needs of ALL sections of our 
community - young people, 
old, young mothers and the 
need for affordable nursery, 
and child care, affordable 
homes, social housing. We 
are listening to what people 
would like to see, and if we 
can produce something on 
this site for ALL. 
Deliverability of course is 
another factor and having 
a wish list (including 
housing) doesn’t mean that 
it will happen without robust 
business planning.
The Localism Bill also 
provides new opportunities. 
including ‘Neighbourhood 
Development Orders’.
This allows a local 
community group (not just 
a parish or town council) 
to bring forward a small 
development (i.e. small in 
comparison to the size of 
the settlement) which might 
include proposals for new 
homes, business premises 
and or community facilities.
Such developments don’t 
take place without careful 
evidence based proposals.
As of yet none of the DCC 
Councillors’ money has 
been spent, but if we succeed 
in achieving a sustainable 
robust development for the 
good of all the community 
then it will be money well 

spent.  
We will soon be giving 
details about how the 
community’s opinions can 
be expressed and we always 
welcome anyone to the group 
who comes with a positive 
open and helpful attitude. 

POSITIVE PROPOSALS 
FOR ELMFIELD SITE

David Cameron last week criticised onshore wind farms as “over-subsidised and wasteful 
of public money”. He should know, since his father-in-law makes £1,000 a day from 
one on his Lincolnshire estate. But of course this was only a hollow gesture to appease 
those 100 MPs who recently wrote to him in similar vein, carefully referring only to 
“onshore” turbines – when the subsidies for those offshore are twice as high and twice as 
indefensible. 
The fact is that, thanks to that unrealisable commitment agreed with the EU, the 
Government will do nothing meaningful to remedy this grotesque waste of public money. 
The destruction of Britain’s countryside – against the wishes of communities– will 
therefore continue at an ever greater rate.
We have to rely on Tory strongholds (where protests will affect votes) to change 
Government direction. The proposed wind farm near Aycliffe, the biggest in the country. 
could still go ahead unless we keep up the pressure. A.C.

WIND OF CHANGE?

Elmfield Action Group 0191 
3725808
PS: DCC Councillors have 
spent thousands of pounds on 
lay-bys, parking spaces and 
road improvements across the 
West Ward and will continue 
to do so in the future.
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Newton Aycliffe Youth 
Development Team has 
gained Home Office Funding 
from Community Action 
Against Crime Innovation 
Fund, to develop and deliver 
a two year vehicle education 
project for young people, 
aged 14-25 years. 
The Project is called “First 
Gear and On Two wheels” 
and was designed to address 
a local need, which was 
supported by evidence 
from different agencies, of 
high levels of anti-social 
and risk taking behaviours 
being demonstrated around 
the town, in car parks and 
residential areas. 
The programme aims to 
educate young people about 
responsible car and motorbike 
use and ownership. The 
project encourages young 

people to develop a positive 
attitude towards the use of 
motor vehicles. 
Young people are challenged 
to examine their attitudes to 
owning and driving vehicles 
and are provided with the 
skills to become safe and 
responsible drivers, riders, 
passengers and owners of 
vehicles. 
The course includes basic 
practical skills in vehicle use 
and an opportunity to explore 
a range of other issues using 
motor vehicles as a focus.
We understand that there 
has been issues surrounding 
young people and their 
vehicle use, which have been 
the same as identified by the 
Youth Centre, and the local 
community. 
The project aims to 
address these issues from 

a community involvement 
perspective, and will work 
with the local police, the 
fire service, a local driving 
instructor, prison officers 
and youth workers to educate 
young people, and also to 
highlight the dangers and 
consequences of their actions. 
We are hoping to be supported 
by local businesses, and will 
appreciate any support given. 
All supporting businesses 
and organisations will be 
included within the media 
campaigning and promotional 
material. 
We are hoping to gain the 
support of local businesses 
to help promote the project. 
As a way of promoting the 
project we are looking to 
gain sponsors to fund items 
such as t-shirts, printing, 
key rings, wrist bands and 
post cards to give to all 
participants, to remind them 
of their educational journey 
and some of the vital key 
messages received from front 
line emergency services. 
If this is something that 
your business/organisation 
would be interested in, or if 
you would like to offer your 
support in another way, I 
would be extremely grateful 
if you could contact Jenny 
Walton on 01325 307522 or 
call into the Youth Centre.   

VEHICLE EDUCATION 
PROJECT AT YOUTH CENTRE

A fun new group to keep 
dads healthy has proven 
popular.
The ‘My Dad is Well Fit’ 
project has been running 
in Newton Aycliffe as part 
of the Dads into Nursery 
scheme and has seen dads, 
granddads and male carers 
spend time with their 
little ones joining in fun 
activities also aimed at 
keeping them healthy.
Sessions have been running 
at St Joseph’s Way Nursery 
in Newton Aycliffe 
following on from previous 
successful programmes 
at Stephenson’s Way 
Nursery.
Dads, granddads and their 
children were encouraged 
to learn more about healthy 
eating, dental health and 

Dads Get Into Nursery 
Fitness Project

exercise. 
Konrad Hayes is father 
to Chloe and Bobby. He 
said: “I’ve really enjoyed 
the project, especially the 
activities with the children 
I wouldn’t normally do at 
home.
“I would definitely 
encourage other dads to 
get involved and have 
a go, we now do more 
exercise as a family at 
home and the children 
get more involved in 
preparing healthy meals.” 
Konrad and his children 
are pictured enjoying one 
of the sessions. 
For more information on 
other Dads into Nursery 
projects call Newton 
Aycliffe Children’s Centre 
on: 01325 319 753. 1st Four Kidz had an eggcellent time at Sugarhill in the 

Easter Holidays. Some of the children who decorated 
boiled eggs entered them into the competition at the 
Cubby, and those who did all won a prize. Oliver Parks 
came 1st with his Dinosaur Egg, Amy Chat came 2nd with 
her Ladybird egg and Isabelle Mason came 3rd with her 
flower egg.
1st Four Kidz would like to thank Billy Blenkinsopp from 
the Cubby for allowing the children to take part.
Liz Jones and Sharon Lynch

Easter Competition

A Reunion is being 
arranged for Heighington 

SCOUTS RE-UNION
Baden Powell Scout 
Group who are 
celebrating 40 years of 
scouting in the village 
(and 100 years since the 
first scout group was 
formed in Heighington). 
The reunion is for former 
Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, 
Senior Scouts, Rovers and 
Leaders. It will be held 
on Saturday 14th July, 
5.30pm till 8.30pm at 
Heighington Village Hall. 
Any one attending who 
has any old photos of 
the group are asked to 
bring them along with 
the intention of copying 
them and returning the 
originals. 
Please contact any leader 
for further details or you 
can ring Vicki Lumb 
(Craggill) on 07837 
981959

Institute of Advanced Motoring Chief Executive and 
member of the pothole review committee Simon Best 
said: “With a new four-year budget, Councils should 
be able to plan their maintenance to prevent potholes 
occurring rather than playing catch-up with Britain’s 
crumbling roads. 
Simple solutions such as more joint working, councils 
sharing resources and better managed utility road works 
will save money and make our roads safer.
£3billion over four years is less than a quarter of what 
Councils need to get the roads back into shape. £3billion 
equates to around £20 per driver a year, a small amount in 
comparison to the money spent on car taxes and duties.” 

£3 BILLION TO 
TACKLE POTHOLES
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Dear Sir,
I hope you find the 
photographs taken in the 
50’s of interest - it would 
be wonderful to find out 
the names of the people and 
children - and to hear where 
they are now.
One is a picture of Newton 
Aycliffe Junior St John’s 
Ambulance Brigade, taken 
outside Clarence Hall, now 
demolished. The brigade 
met in the upstairs room.   
The leader of our group 
(far right back row) was 
Mrs Foulger who lived in 
Greathead Crescent.

A Newtonian Pioneer Remembers the Old Days

She had a daughter, Brenda 
and son, David who were 
also in the brigade but 
are not shown in this 
photograph. Some of the 
people in the photograph 
are Jennifer Lishman, Pat 
Ingram (me), Sheila Clubly   
Pam Cain, and Sandra.
I wish I could remember 
more names, and of course 
most are family names and 
will have changed due to 
marriage. 
The second picture was 
taken around 1954 at a 
sports event  held in Newton 
Aycliffe, attended by Lord 

and Lady Beveridge seen 
here with the children of 
the new town.  My brother, 
Philip Ingram is in the front 
row, third child to the right 
of Lady Beveridge who 
lived in Bede Crescent 
when they visited the Town.
I moved here at the age of 
six in in 1952 and I have 
lived here all my life. My 
parents were here from 
1952 until their deaths in 
2000 and 2004.  
My mum was an Aycliffe 
Angel and my dad worked 
in Chilton and Middridge 
pits before moving to 
Dorman Long and later 
Tolledo Woodhead Springs, 
both factories on Aycliffe 
Trading Estate.  
My daughter was born 
and bred on the town but 
is very disappointed how 
the town has developed. 
She sees it  now as just a 
sprawling housing estate 
with no heart. Like so many 
early Newtonians we had 
aspirations that Newton 
Aycliffe would become 
a beautiful garden town, 
with wonderful facilities for 
young and old alike.
We’ve seen schools come 
and go and the state of the 
town centre is very sad.  
Except for the fairly new 
fitness suite the Leisure 
Centre always has a run-
down and rather scruffy 
look about it compared 
with the clean, beautiful 
swimming pools and sports 
halls in nearby towns. 
I live in Washington 
Crescent nowadays, but 
I spent my childhood 
growing up in Surtees 
Walk, Happy days - green 
fields, new buildings, new 
roads, new people - Sugar 
Hill Farm, Simpasture 
Farm, Woodham Farm - all 
to change - to build a new 
town for the people and 
families moving here from 
all over the country, to 
work in the new factories 
bringing prosperity to the 
area. I hope one day the 
town can have the pride in 
itself it’s people once hoped 
for.
Trish Turnbull 
(nee Pat Ingram)
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Dear Sir,
Moving house is a stressful 
enough time so I thought I 
would plan ahead to lighten 
the load.
On Monday 19th March I 
rang the Refuse Collection 
Dept at the County Council 
to arrange the exchange 
of our wheelie bin from a 
small size to the standard 
one and I was advised to 
leave the bin at the front of 
the house.
On Wednesday 28th March 
I rang to tell the Council 
nothing had been done. The 
lady then said she would 
“create an account” and 
assured me it would be 
dealt with immediately.
Saturday 31st March 
was moving day and still 
nothing had happened, so 
on Monday 2nd April I 
rang again and spoke to a 
different operator who said 
there was no record of my 
previous conversations. 
Due to these failures I was 
told to leave any extra 
rubbish in bags and they 
would be collected.
On Thursday 5th April I 
watched as the bin men 
emptied my bin but left the 
bags, so I go out to speak 
to them and were told they 
had no instruction to take 
the bags. Due to Health & 
Safety they cannot pick 
up the bags neither am I 
allowed to throw the bags 
in myself! I offered to put 

them in the wheelie bin to 
be emptied, but they would 
not do that and said it 
would have to wait until the 
next collection, so the bags 
stayed on the pavement.
I ring the council again and 
get passed to the person 
dealing with my first two 
calls to be told the bin 
exchange is on the system, 
but will not be swopped 
until after 9th April.
The bags on the pavement 
would be removed within 
the hour by arrangement 
with the “Street Clean” 
team. Eight hours later I put 
the bags in the wheelie bin 
as they never came!
Annoyed
Defoe Crescent

RUBBISH SERVICE!

A local charity has benefited 
greatly from the generosity 
of a local business, after 
giving the owner a tour 
of its services. Wilson’s 
Veterinary Group, who 
have practices in Bishop 
Auckland, Newton 
Aycliffe and Spennymoor, 
have donated £3,500 to 
Butterwick Hospice, who 
care for a range of patients 
with life-limiting illnesses 
from across our region.
Mr Wilson, who has 
supported Butterwick 
Hospice since 2007, 
attended the Hospice’s first 
Business Breakfast Meeting 
in December and was given 
the opportunity of a tour in 
which he was able to see 
how his donations have 
helped care for patients.
Paul Wilson, owner of the 

practice, was happy that his 
donation would make a big 
different to the charity and 
said, ‘I have always believed 
strongly that everyone 
should give back to their 
local community. Having 
worked with Butterwick 
Volunteers linked with the 
Town Centre Forum, my 
wife Jane and I, decided that 
we would make Butterwick 
Hospice one of the charities 
that we would give to every 
year as they supply a service 
in supporting the people 
of Bishop Auckland that is 
second to none.’
Lindsey Brown, a 
community fundraiser 
for Butterwick Hospice 
said, “Wilson Veterinary 
Group have supported us 
greatly over the last 5 years, 
having donated more than 

Vets Donate £3,500 to  Butterwick Hospice
Greenfield Community & Arts 
Centre’s artist in residence 
is Steve Sproates and as 
Greenfield is a Specialist Arts 
and Science College his ideas 
and inspirational artwork fits 
in perfectly. 
Through his friendship with 
Sir Arnold Wolfendale, former 
Astronomer Royal, Steve’s 
interest in constructive Art  
explores scientific theories in 
a creative and visual way. 
One of his pieces of art was 
installed this week in the 
Arts Centre. ‘The Three 
Dimensions’ looks at length, 
width and depth utilising 
form and colour to embody 
the qualities of symmetry, 
harmony and beauty. 
The artist in residence 
programme expresses 
an important aim of the 
Arts Centre to provide an 
environment that encourages 
creativity in like-minded 
people, giving access to 
specialist arts opportunities 
and skills – in this case 
technical knowledge and 
access to laser cutting 
facilities. 
Greenfield Arts Centre is 
thrilled to have Steve’s 
artwork on permanent display 
in their reception area and 
it was officially unveiled 
this week in the presence of 
Sir Arnold who spoke to the 
students who attended the 
launch. 
Steve has been Artist in 
residence at Greenfield since 
September 2011. He uses 
equipment at the school, 
works with Arts Centre 
staff and the technology 
department at Greenfield to 
develop his skills and new 
artwork. 
Steve is a member of the East 
Durham Artists Network, 
and regularly exhibits his 
work across the region and 
internationally. 
Sir Arnold Wolfendale is 
an Emeritus Professor of 
Durham University, where 
he was Professor of Physics 
from 1962-1995. He was 
Astronomer Royal from 
1990 to 1995 and as a friend 
of Steve Sproates, regularly 
discuss the scientific theories 
that inspire and inform 
Steve’s work.

Artwork Gifted to Greenfield 
Community Arts Centre £11,100 during that time. 

Their generosity has been 
invaluable and we are so 
very grateful. All care given 
by the Hospice is free to the 
patients receiving it but costs 
the organisation in excess of 
£800,000 a year, so Wilson 
Veterinary Groups donation 
is much appreciated.”
Hosting Breakfast Meetings 

is just one of the many ways 
Butterwick Hospice builds 
positive relationships with 
the local community. For 
more information about 
attending a meeting or to 
find out about the different 
ways in which your business 
could support the Hospice 
contact Lindsey on 01388 
603003 

Newton Aycliffe F.C.
“We’re Built for Success”
Allan Oliver admits Newton Aycliffe’s second season in 
the Northern League will be tough – but insists they’ll be 
ready for it. The curtain comes down on the Newtonians’ 
inaugural top-flight campaign when neighbours Shildon 
come to Moore Lane Park this Saturday (3pm kick-off).
Currently eighth in the first division after their 2-1 win at 
Tow Law last weekend, Aycliffe are guaranteed a top-half 
finish in what has been an unforgettable three seasons in 
the Northern League. “I know for a certain fact the second 
season will be harder,” admits Oliver. “We’ve had all the 
euphoria surrounding the first season and the second season 
will be a lot more difficult. That is a certainty. But I’m 
confident most of the players will stay here. The majority 
are here for football reasons. They like being here. It’s a 
good place for a player to be. They’re encouraged to express 
themselves.
“The set up here is better than a majority of first division 
clubs. We’re built for success. We’re happy with our 
progress and if we take it a little bit further next season we’ll 
be delighted.” After a long, hectic season, Oliver is looking 
forward to a short break before he starts preparing for the 
2012-13 campaign. “I’m planning on spending some time 
with the family,” he added. “When you’re a Northern League 
manager the family sometimes gets put on hold because it’s 
not just matchdays and training, you’re concerned about 
everything in between.
“In essence it’s a part-time job as it’s never off your mind. 
Are certain players going to be fit? Who deserves to come 
back in? Who deserves to stay in? It’s time-consuming. But 
if you don’t put the time and effort in you don’t get anything 
out of it. I’m looking forward to going to Wembley for the 
Vase final and I’m looking forward to doing my own thing 
as well.”
Ten-man Aycliffe won their second successive game with a 
2-1 victory at second-bottom Tow Law last Saturday.
Striker Warren Byrne spent an hour in goal after Scott 
Pocklington’s dubious sending off 30 minutes into the game.
But Stephen Arnott’s early own goal and Paul Broom’s 
16th-minute strike put Aycliffe into a comfortable lead, 
and after a run which saw them record no victories from six 
outings in March, Aycliffe held on to secure back-to-back 
wins after their victory at home to Guisborough.
Team: Pocklington, Gibson, Gray, Tarling, Oliver, 
Craddock, Broom, Wilson, Byrne, Woodhouse, Owen. 
Subs used: Mellanby, Knox. Unused: Campbell, Black, 
McMullen.

FIXTURES
Saturday 21st April: Shildon (H), 3.00pm

www.newtonaycliffefc.co.uk
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Sedgefield Water Polo 
Club played in a friendly 
tournament at the 
magnificent new 50 metre 
pool in Sunderland, which 
has the very best deep water 
conditions for polo.
Sedgefield train at Newton 
Aycliffe and Spennymoor 
Leisure Centres which 
are mostly shallow water 
but this has not stopped 
Sedgefield putting this area 
on the map in polo in GB 
over the last 15 years. 
They should have Scott 
Carpenter, Angela Win-
stanley Smith and Chloe 
Wilcox playing for GB in 
the Olympics in August, 
more players than any other 
sports club in the North East. 
Sedgefield were up against 
Sunderland University, 
Sunderland ASC and Belfast 
University.
Sedgefield fielded a very 
young team in general but 

dominated all their games 
throughout with convincing 
victories in all 3 games. 
They defeated Sunderland 
University 18-1, Sunderland 
ASC 15-2 and Belfast 13-4 
with their usual brand of a 
very strong press defence 
and fast counter attack 
offensive polo. 
Sedgefield’s ex top GB 
women’s player Carol 
Mohan and Mark Gabrielle 
led the team superbly, 
while top GB junior player 
Mathew Calvert was 
Sedgefield’s top attacker. 
The other members of 
the Sedgefield team were 
Mathias and Sebastian 
Reichel, Richie Barker, Joe 
Barker, Adam Courtley, 
James Pratt, Ben Turnbull, 
Holly Short, Abbie Turnbull, 
Rhiannon Foulds, Nick 
Gowland, Adam Woods, 
Ashley Boardman. The 
coach was Rudolf Reichel.

Three Aycliffe Polo 
Players in Olympics

Fabulicious is an 
afternoon event where 
guests will have the 
opportunity to shop, 
enjoy a fine lunch, a 
fashion show and more.
Fabulicious is on 
Sunday May 20th, 
2012 at Hardwick Hall 
Hotel in Sedgefield 
commencing at 12.30pm 
and is in support of The 
Endeavour Oncology 
Unit at The James Cook 
University Hospital. 
The Unit is a registered 
charity in the name of 
The Star Fund Charity 
No 1056061.
It is a new modern 
facility providing a full 
radiotherapy service for 
cancer patients from 
County Durham, Teeside 

and North Yorkshire. 
All monies raised at 
Fabulicious will allow 
Dr Wadd and his team 
to treat more cancer 
patients both existing 
and new and to continue 
their vital and valuable 
work.
Cancer touches us all in 
some way, family, friends 
or colleagues. Every day 
medical specialists are 
discovering new ways 
to prevent, diagnose and 
treat cancer.
Tickets for this event are 
£20.00 which includes a 
two course lunch.
Further information and 
tickets are available from 
Distinctive Designs on 
0191 3406 148.
www.distinctivedesignsuk

FABULICIOUS AT 
HARDWICK HALL

Thanks to Woodham 
Community Technology 
College  Newton Aycliffe 
Junior FC finally have a 
ground they can call their 
home. For the first time 
since the club was founded 
all but one of their 11 teams 
play at the same ground and 
have an impressive seven 
pitches at the College.  
Due to this we have been 
able to organise our first 
ever football tournament to 
be held on Saturday May 
12th from 9.30am at the 
school.  
The tournament is this year 
limited to three age groups 
(under 12’s, 13’s and 14’s 
with local teams having 
confirmed their attendance.  
Each and every participant 
will receive a trophy with 
plates and cups for the 

AYCLIFFE JUNIOR FC HOST 
FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT

winners and runners up in 
each age group. All these 
have been kindly sponsored 
by J Butterfield (under 
12s),  Woodspray (under 
13s) and Revolution Power, 
(under 14s). 
The day however is not 
just about football and will 
also include a Fun Day 
for the community with 
organised activities next to 
the football pitches such 
as face painting, bouncy 
castle, stocks, speed gun, 
raffles and refreshments 
available throughout the 
day.  
So please come along and 
support your local budding 
footballers and we hope 
that this will be a succesful 
event which will grow year 
each year and open up to 
more age groups.

Former England Under 21 
midfielder Brian Atkinson 
is hoping for another 
international success next 
week when pupils from 
County Durham travel to 
Italy for a friendly sports 
festival.
The group of under 16s, 
made up of footballers 
from Greenfield 
Community College, 
in Newton Aycliffe, 
and dancers from The 
Academy at Shotton Hall, 
Peterlee will travel to the 
Piedmont region, in the 
Provincia di Asti, next 
Tueday (April 17) to take 
part in the two-day event.
The two schools have 
been invited to take part 
as a result of European 
twinning links between 
the Provincia di Asti and 
County Durham. The visit 
has been organised by 
Durham County Council’s 
International Relations 
team and is funded by 

ITALIAN SPORTING FIXTURE 
FOR GREENFIELD STUDENTS

a European grant and 
contributions from the 
pupils and their families.
During the festival the 
boys from Greenfield 
Community College – 
who also play for Newton 
Aycliffe’s football 
academy – will take on an 
Italian five-a-side team.
Ex-youth international 
footballer Brian, who also 
played for Sunderland and 
Darlington, is coaching 
the young footballers and 
will be accompanying 
them on the trip.
The dancers from The 
Academy at Shotton Hall 
will choreograph and 
perform a special routine 
with young French and 
Italian dancers at the 
festival’s closing event.

As well as the experience 
of taking part in an 
international sporting 
event, they will get to meet 
and work with students 

from Italy, France, 
Hungary and Poland, 
develop their language 
skills and learn a little 
more about Italian culture.
The students returned on 
Friday 20th April.

Left to right: Brian Atkinson, Connor Lowe, Wayne Gough, Andrew White, Jack McLaren, Lewis 
Horsley, Ryan Mercer, Kai Waters, Connor Halford, Chris Kilburn and Martin Gray. 

Dear Sir,
I agree entirely with 
John Elliott’s, ‘Stop 
Gap’, campaign for local 
manufacturing to meet 
our needs for domestic 
products.
I, like the majority of 
my age-group, came to 
Ayc1iffe as a worker 
on Ayc1iffe’s Industrial 
Estate. In those days, 
not so long ago, we in 
Aycliffe manufactured 
products for all the U.K., 
creating many thousands 
of jobs.
The Industrial Estate 
was the economic and 
social engine for the 
growth, development 
and prosperity of Great 
Aycliffe. The thousands 
of jobs it created gave 
an enthusiastic sense of 
purpose and direction to 
the lives of generations 
of Newtonians that built 
Churches, Clubs and 
Institutes, now taken for 
granted.
Aycliffe was THE place 
to make for in war-

weary days when people 
looked to the future to 
create a better world for 
their children.
Great Aycliffe is the 
realisation of the dreams 
and aspirations of 
men and women who 
worked long and hard 
in our factories to build 
a future from the mud, 
bricks and scrubland 
they came to.
That creative power 
was generated by 
employment provided 
by the manufacturing in 
Aycliffe on our Industrial 
Estate. If John Elliott’s 
campaign is successful, 
then a new generation of 
enthusiastic Newtonians 
may well out-do my 
generation.
That is something 
everyone would surely 
give wholehearted 
support to in his 
campaign to bring 
manufacturing back to 
Aycliffe’s Business Park.
Don Fraser, 
Woodham

Support for John 
Elliott’s Campaign
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TELEPHONE MAN, Dave 
Bowes. Extensions fitted for 
phones, Sky, Broadband and 
internet. Extension lines moved 
and repaired. All jobs only £40 
each. 01388 833828 or 07949 
315604

Telecom

For all your print requirements
Newton Press 300212

Please Remember
to tell the advertiser 
you saw their advert 
in the Newton News

For all your print requirements
Newton Press 300212

ACORN REMOVALS Full 
house, part load or single items, 
local and national, Storage 
available. Tel: 300 557 or 
0777 989 0006 www.acorn-
removals.com
BELL HAULAGE Single 
Items - Light Deliveries. Local, 
National, International. Very 
Competitive Rates. All goods 
fully insured. Tel: 314647 or 
07970 926 818
“U” STORE containers, 
domestic and industrial storage 
317716, 07850 646 355
MOVING A THING? Call 
Phil from £10.50ph. 321084 or 
07790 509 925

Removals

Home Services

01388 778556

CARPET FITTER, vinyl 
and wood fl ooring specialist. 
Contact Richard  on  307 935 
or 07946 435 177
JACKY’S Housework 
Services. All housework 
considered. Competitive 
Rates. Tel 01388 607 156 or 
07593 400 360
AYCLIFFE CLEANING 
Services Carpets, upholstery, 
leather care, drives, paths, 
patios, decking, guttering 
cleared, roofs. Domestic and 
Commercial. Equipment 
for Hire. Fully Insured. Tel 
327087 or 07895 697 115
CARPETS FITTED and re-
fitted by time-served fitter. 
Call Paul on 07964 685 957 or 
317 928
ARE YOU SICK of doing 
your housework, shopping, 
ect. Then let me do it for you, 
I am friendly, trustworthy and 
reliable, and give reasonable 
rates. So ring me, Sandra, on 
01325 301327, Mobile 07765 
573758

Plumbing

Plans

HOUSE PLANS, Extensions 
and Alterations Tel: 01325 
300646 Mobile 07795 965670
BUILDING PLANS drawn. 
All permissions applied for. 
Structural design service. Tel 
Carl 07731 985837

Locksmiths

Joinery

LAMBTON JOINERY 
Kitchen and bedrooms fitted, 
doors, skirting, dado rails, 
laminate floors, general 
joinery. No job too small. Call 
for free estimates. Tel 07858 
755 437
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Iron / Steel

T.V. and Video

Builders

BILL LOWERY (Builder). 
Brick laying, plastering, 
joinery etc.  No job too small. 
Tel 01325 311 225

ABTEC Building Contractors

Driving School

Learn to drive in a 
Ford Fiesta

Block of 10 for £170
£19 per hour

DRAGON DECORATORS 
All aspects of interior and 
exterior decorating, including 
children’s artwork. Over 20 
years experience. No job too 
small, free estimates. Tel 319 
371 or 07952 364 426
C. A. PLASTERERS 
all plastering work, artex 
skimmed, small jobs, free 
estimates, 01388 721 206
PAINTER and decorator, 
over 30 years experience, 
free estimates. Tel Steve 
Pearson on 319 862 & 07896 
917 880
A&T TILING Wall and 
floor tiling, professional 
service at competitive 
rates. Free estimates. 
Tony 07858 755 437
T.J. DECORATING For 
free estimates call Tommy, 
Tel 327171 or 07901 632 953
A.N. PLASTERING 
Coving. Rendering, artexing, 
old lime plastering. Free 
estimates. 07706 467 954
GD PLASTERING All 
aspects of plastering, 26 
years experience. Tel 07786 
121 686
RMC PLASTERING and 
damp control, internal and 
exterior plastering. For free 
estimates and expert advice 
call 07766 021694

Decorating

FREE QUOTES from Part P/
NICEIC registered electrician 
with 20 years experience. 
Domestic or commercial, full 
or part rewires, sockets, lights, 
fuse boards, cookers, showers, 
Landlord inspections and more. 
Call Simon on 07866 266 657 
or 313 330 - all areas covered

Electrical

For all your

Wedding 
Stationery
NEWTON 
PRESS
300212

Roofing

JOHNSTONE’S ROOFING
Based in Newton Aycliffe - All roof work undertaken.
Repointing, chimney repairs, soffits, fascias & guttering,

insurance work, storm damage. FREE ESTIMATES.
Competitive rates, all work guaranteed.

Co. Reg. 3994971, VAT Reg. 830806639.
Tel 01325 313454 or 07907 432389

J. WATSON Property Services
GARAGE ROOFS FROM £450.00

NEW TILED ROOFS FROM £1650.00
Chimney Stacks - Slating - Ridge Tiles Replaced - Tiling - Flat Roofs

Pointing - UPVC Facias and Soffi ts - Guttering - Leadwork
Storm Damage - Velux Windows - Recommendations Available

For a Free Estimate Contact James Watson
01325 486099 - or 07799 426110

www.1stcalljwpsroofi ng.co.uk

WEAR VALLEY Plastics and Roofing. New Roofs or Repairs, 
GRP Flat Roofing coming with a 20 year guarantee at the same 
price as felt. Fascias, Guttering Work, also MSC Accredited 
Installer of Solar Panels at unbelievable prices. Tel. 0808 155 
9867. Email: wearvalley@aol.com, 98 Williams Street, Bishop 
Auckland DL14 8RJ
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Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Opticians

Holiday
FLORIDA VILLA now 
booking for 2012. Sleeps 8, 
close to all attractions. www.
villaflorida.biz or call 300 212 
(M-F, 9-5pm)
FLORIDA VILLA Disney, 
sleeps 8/10, pool, spa, games 
room, visit www.florida-villa-
2-rent.com or call 320 409

Chiropody

CHIROPODYCHIROPODY
Mr P. Oliver

BSc (Hons)  -  M.Ch.S
for a Home Visit call

01325 32012601325 320126

Autos

Stigs Motor Factors
Unit 4 Whitworth Avenue

Oils, Wipers, Filters, Brakes, Clutches,
Suspension, Additives, Car Care, Bulbs,
Batteries, Anti Freeze, Bearings + more

Wiperblade, Bulb + 
Battery fi tting available

OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK

TEL: 01325 316 566
AYCLIFFE AUTO 
ELECTRICS Vehicle 
Diagnostics • Engine 
Management • Air Bag • 
A.B.S. • Alarms/Immobilisers 
• Any Auto Electrical Work. 
Convenient Mobile Service, 
contact Ian Bain on 07715 165 
292
SCOOTER for sale, TGB202 
Classic 50, 10 months old, 
£1000 ono. Tel Aycliffe 313186
VAUXHALL ASTRA 2003, 
1.6 SXi, 16 valve, hatch back, 
green, 5 speed manual petrol, 
81000 genuine miles, £1500 
ono. Tel 07546 226608

BVA Foundation
FREE
Confidential
Post Abortion
Counselling 
available

Telephone:
01642 616077

SAMARITANS - 13 Woodland 
Road, Darlington. We are 
here for you 24 hours a day. 
Telephone 08457 90 90 90

Personal

STEPTOE ‘n’ SON, Metal and 
Waste Recycling Specialists. 
All rubbish removal work 
undertaken. Domestic and 
commercial, fully licensed and 
insured. Landlords, Save £££s 
all scrap metal and electrical 
items, collection free. House 
clearance a speciality. Call 
for a free estimate - one call, 
Steptoe sorts it all. Tel 01325 
789203 or 07546 319311

Rubbish
Removal

WATCH BATTERIES now 
available at Taylors Newsforce
DONATIONS needed of Bric-
a-Brac and other good condition 
items for Newton Aycliffe good 
causes. Ring Honest John  on 
316 630
RSPCA Durham and District 
cats and kittens for adoption, 
fee applies to cover 1st and 2nd 
vaccination, also neutering and 
id chip. Please Tel 311 215

Public Notice

Computers

PC Problems?
Hardware - Software

Upgrades - No fix, No fee
Home Networking

Broadband Installation
No call out charge

01325 317649
0800 955 6867
GAMES CONSOLE

PC REPAIRS
NO FIX NO FEE

NO CALL‐OUT CHARGE
PICK‐UP & DROP‐OFF

UPGRADES
VIRUS REMOVAL

Laptops and Wireless Set-up

Andy McLean 07828 012 607
or 01325 317223

COMPUTER PROBLEMS, 
Router Set-ups, Reinstalls, 
Upgrades. Call now for best 
price. Tel:07740 149224

Clairvoyance
BLUEBELL FAIRY, Private 
readings. Ring for appointment. 
Tel 07908 024 424

SPECIAL FRIENDS PET 
CARE - Dog training classes 
for all, KC Good Citizen, 
Puppy classes, Puppy training 
in the home. Contact Lesley for 
further details 01325 312314 
or 07786 653295. Fully insured 
with over 25 years dog training 
experience. Member of Pet 
Dog Training Instructors.
WHITE HOUSE FARM 
Boarding Kennels and Cattery. 
Bolam, Near Darlington (off 
A68) DL2 2UP. Tel: 01388 
832635.

Pets

Discos for any occasion
Weddings a Speciality

316008 or 07756 034255
www.inaspin-entertainment.com

PAUL GITTINS DISCO For 
any occasion, also Karaoke. 
Tel 317 666 or 07831 269 526.
HARRY POTTY’S  face 
p a i n t i n g ,  b a l l o o n s  a n d 
temporary glitter tattoos. Tel 
01325 316008 or 07756 034 
255
FUN-n-BOUNCE Bouncy 
Castles for hire with and 
without slide, adult sizes 
available. All parties catered 
for, also available for indoor 
use. Tel 01325 307 445 or 
07594 436 127
P R O F.  N I N C O M P O O P 
C h i l d r e n ’ s  e n t e r t a i n e r 
making  b i r thday  par t ies 
special. Balloons, magic and 
tomfoolery, midweek discounts. 
Discos for all occasions. Tel 
Gary on 310 646 or 07952 244 
404. Website: www.professor-
nincompoop.com
PROSTAR  Entertainment 
Disco or Karaoke for all 
occasions. (Colin and Caroline 
ex-Horndale Club). Tel 01325 
313 322 or 07976 719 047
R E F L E C T  D I S C O . 
Entertainment Disco for all 
occasions contact us on 07789 
718 924 or find us on Facebook

Entertainmentmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt

B E A U F O R D S ,  D a i m l e r 
limousines, Rolls Royce’s, 
Mercedes and Jaguars available 
for weddings, anniversaries and 
special occasions. Tel 01740 
620 147 (Sedgefield), 07721 
771 113
CLASSIC LIMOUSINES - 
for that special occasion: Hen 
Nights, Proms, Anniversaries, 
Race Days, Airport Runs. Early 
Morning starts. Seven seats. 
Distance no object. Contact 
07721 771 113.

Weddings
Babysitter

BABYSITTER Reliable 
15 year old girl. Previous 
experience with children 
aged 1-12 years. References 
available. Available weekdays 
after 4.30pm, weekends and 
school holidays. Contact Chloe 
on 07969 593398 or 01325 
317672

Gardening

J.W.N.E.M. Gardening / 
Fencing / Decking / Paving 
/  Brickwork /  Property 
Maintenance. We will beat 
any other genuine quote. 304 
206 / 07950 672 689
HIGHSIDE Road Nursery 
Heighington. Fencing Panels:  
from £9. Trellis from £4. Tel 
316 487 or 07809 028 310
ALPINE LANDSCAPES. 
Patios, Driveways, Fencing, 
Decking, Gravel, Turfi ng, 
Walls. All work guaranteed. 
16 years experience, 
professional advice. www.
alpinelandscapes.co.uk - 
contact Alan on 01325 310 
128 or 07974 710 351
JUST LAWNS (and 
Hedges). Good quality work 
at competitive rates from 
your local gardener. Other 
garden work also undertaken. 
One-off jobs or regular visits. 
Contact John 07788 190662
HORSE MANURE 
delivered to Aycliffe area, 
£20 per load. Rotavator 
Service, heavy duty machine. 
Tel 01325 312116
MARTIN SHIRES Garden 
Landscaping Services Block 
Paving Specialists. Fencing, 
Decking, Patios, Walls, 
Turfi ng, Hedges. Quality 
guaranteed work. 321 891

Catering

Exchange

FROM two bed end terraced 
Neville Parade area TO a three 
bed old part of town. Please 
call 07851 915107

SPRAY TANS Book a party of 
5 or more and the hostess goes 
free. Tel Sue on 07900 455 646

Health &
Beauty

Scooters

HAIR DESIGN Mobile hair 
dresser, over 24 years experience, 
OAP reduced rates. Call Lynn on 
01325 319497 or 07904 219997

Hairdressing

A pledge of support for 
serving and former members 
of the armed forces in County 
Durham would help build 
relationships with the wider 
community.
Durham County Council’s 
Cabinet will be asked next 
week to agree the signing of 
an Armed Forces Community 
Covenant, a voluntary 
statement of mutual support 
between the community and 
local armed forces.
The covenant would support 
the National Armed Forces 
Covenant, launched in May 

Support for Armed 
Forces in Durham

2011 under the principle that 
members of the armed forces 
community should not suffer 
disadvantage as a result of 
their service.
A local-level agreement 
would have the following 
aims:
ENCOURAGE local 
communities to support the 
armed forces community in 
their area;
NURTURE public 
understanding and awareness 
amongst the public of issues 
affecting the armed forces 
community;
RECOGNISE and 
remember the sacrifices 
faced by the armed forces 
community;
ENCOURAGE activities 
which help to integrate the 
armed forces community into 
local life;
ENCOURAGE the armed 
forces community to help 
and support the wider 
community, whether through 
participation in events and 
joint projects, or other forms 
of engagement.
Cllr Simon Henig, Leader 
of the Council, said: “There 
are thousands of ex-service 
personnel living in the North 
East. As a council we already 
do a lot to support them and 
show our gratitude. However, 
there is always scope to do 
more and the signing of the 
Community Covenant will 
reinforce our commitment.”
The Association of North 
East Councils is currently 
in the process of developing 
a regional Armed Forces 
Community Covenant and 
the adoption of a covenant by 
Durham Council should help 
achieve this ambition.
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Tuition

ENJOY LEARNING Guitar, 
Bass or Drums at home.  Tel 
Roger 01325 321 444  - 
Friendly, Experienced, Local.
TUTORING in the Sciences 
and Mathematics. Over 10 
years experience. Call Mrs A 
Cooke on 07813 945 226
HAVE YOU EVER thought 
of starting your own business, 
but didn’t know where to start? 
Call John on 01325 778 206
LITERACY TUITION - 
Reading - Writing - etc. Key 
Stages 1&2. In child’s own 
home. Tel. 01325 315119

Congratulations

Thank You

Ken Chester

Congratulations
on your 80th birthday.
From your loving Wife 

Valerie and all the family 
xxxxxxxx

Amy Burn

Happy 21st Birthday
Have a lovely day and night. Love you loads.

Lots of love, Ste xxxx

Anth and Louise Downton

Would like to say thank you to their friends and family
for the cards and presents following their
Wedding at the Anvil Hall, Gretna Green

In Memoriam

KIM FOWLER-OAKENFULL-NEWMAN Died 25th April 
2009. Death leaves a heartache no one can heal, love leaves 
a memory no one can steal. You left us quietly, your thoughts 
unknown, but you left us memories we’re proud to own. Age will 
not dim her loving face, her sparkling eyes, her warmth, her grave. 
She fell asleep and left us sad. We will never forget the daughter we 
had. In Heaven now she’s gone to rest with her Son, Michael, our 
Grandson, who died 29th April 2007. Deepest devoted love, never 
to be forgotten by Mam and Dad (Tessa and Ian) xxxx
KIM FOWLER-OAKENFULL-NEWMAN Died 25th April 
2009. A little prayer Kim, meaningful and tender, just to say we 
will always remember. Our Sister, loved forever, so sadly missed 
by Craig and Martin xxx
JOAN NICHOLSON It’s been 5 years since you were suddenly 
taken from us, not a day goes by when you are not thought of. We 
thought of you today with love, but that is nothing new, we thought 
about you yesterday and days before that too. We think of you in 
silence, we often speak your name. All we have is memories and 
your picture in a frame. Your memory is our keepsake, with which 
we will never part. God has you in his keeping, but we have you in 
our heart. Also birthday wishes for 22nd April. Derek, June, Pat, 
Ronnie, Linda, Ann, Susan, Brenda and Irene. All Grandchildren, 
Great Grandchildren and In-Laws
FLORENCE DUNN (Flo). 22nd April 2010. I hold you tightly 
within my heart and there you will remain. Life has gone on without 
you, but it has never been the same. Still miss you so much Flo. 
Love, Les xxx
FLORENCE DUNN (Flo). 22nd April 2010. If tears could wash 
away our pain. We would not feel such hurt again. The heartbreak 
felt since you’ve been gone. We wouldn’t wish on anyone. But all 
that I can give you Mum, is the promise that you will be in my heart 
and mind today and for all eternity. Love and miss you. Wendy xxx
EVA RODGERS Died 22nd April 2011. If tears could wash away 
my pain, I would not feel such hurt again. The heartbreak felt since 
you’ve been gone, I wouldn’t wish on anyone. Your loving Sister 
Freda, Fred and all the family. Till we meet again xxx
DENNIS POSKETT Died 22nd April 2007. Treasured memories 
of a special Dad and Grandad. Loved and remembered always. 
Sandra, Michael and Gemma xxx
DENNIS POSKETT Died 22nd April 2007. There will always be 
heartache and often a silent tear, but always beautiful memories of 
a Dad I loved so dear. Love from Susan xxx
DENNIS POSKETT Died 22nd April 2007. Treasured memories of 
a special Grandad. Love from Michell, Kevin, Lisa and families xxx
MILLY CURRAN 15th April 2002. Ten years have gone by since 
you said “goodbye” and left us for a better place. Not a day goes 
by without a thought of you and often shed a tear. The love and 
joy and happiness that we shared with you will never go away and 
will always be in our hearts every day. Your loving Husband Jim, 
Son David, Daughter-in-Law Susan, Grandchildren Rachel, Leem 
Samantha, Tony, duncan, Great Grandchildren Luke, Lauren, 
Brydie, Henley, Lily and Amelia xxx

REBECCA HANNANT 25th April. Happy 18th Birthday Becky. 
Hope you enjoy your party. Love you loads, Mam xxx Happy 18th 
DINGLE. Love Craig xxx
REBECCA HANNANT 25th April. Happy Birthday Becky. 
Our Princess is all grown up. 18 at last. Lots of Love, Nanna and 
Grandad xxxx
IRENE CUNNINGHAM Happy 70th Mam. Lots of love, Sue
IRENE CUNNINGHAM Happy birthday Nana. Lots of love, 
Allan, Brett, Ryan, Sian, Jamesey, Christopher and Kayleigh
KAYLEIGH STONE Happy 21st birthday. Love from all the 
family. Have a great day.
CHLOE CULLING 21st April, Happy 2nd Birthday. Lots of 
kisses and cuddles. Love from Mammy and Daddy x x
HOLLY EMMETT Happy 21st Birthday Holly! Lots of love 
from Aunty Janice, Uncle Stewart, Clare, Louise and Heath xx

Birthday 
Remembrance

GEORGE
SMITH

9th April 1948.
Memories in this weary 
world mean more to me 
than gold. Memories in 
this weary world are jewels 
that I hold. So I keep my 
memories of you, they 
live within my heart, my 
darling Brother George just 
for now we have to part. 
This is the first birthday 
George when we can’t send 
you a card, but sending 
love to Heaven is not so 
very hard. God bless you 
on your birthday George, 
I know you’re with Lyn. 
Love always, your loving 
Mother Jean, your devoted 
Sister Margaret, Tommy, 
Nieces and Nephew, and 
families. We miss you, 
we love you. Cruise the 
Universe George and Lyn, 
until we meet again xxx

ROBERT REDHEAD (Bob). Mary and family would like to 
thank all family and friends for the kindness, sympathy, support 
and cards received on the death of Bob, also the generous 
donations to his chosen charities. Our thanks also to Julie, Funeral 
Director, Christine and Hazel of Co-op Funeralcare for all the help 
and support we received. Derek Cattell for the lovely Service, the 
RAFA Club fot the use of the room and Marion of the Thames 
Diner for an excellent buffet.

Molly J Hughes

Happy 11th Birthday
to our little Treasure. Enjoy 
your party on Saturday with 
all your friends. Love you to 
bits. From Nan and Granda 
xxx

Holly Emmett

Happy 21st Birthday
Have a fabulour time. All 

our love, Mum, Dad, Katie, 
Grandma and Grandad xxx

Chloe Amanda 
Sarsfield Stoker

Happy 13th Birthday
Lots of love,

Mam and Noel xxx
Happy 13th Birthday

Love from Nanna, 
Grandad, Nana Lilly, 

Grandad George and all 
your Aunties, Uncles

and Cousins xxx Ryan Jones

Happy 18th Birthday
21st April 1994

Ryan hope u have a great 
day. Lots of love, Mam, Dad, 
Christopher, Kerian, Sammy 
and all the family xxxx

Accommodation

5 BEDROOM house in School Aycliffe. Rent £900. Deposit £1000. 
Ring  07557 773 633. One bedroom Bunglow including all bills in 
School Aycliffe for £500 pcm. No DHSS. Ring 07899 678 891. 
SELL YOUR HOUSE FAST. No fees payable. Tel 07941 026326 
or visit www.countydurhampropertybuyers.co.uk
2 BEDROOM terrace in the Denes, Darlington - available. Tel 
07921 214180
3 BEDROOM town house in Youens Crescent. Rent £650 per 
month, Bond £400. Tel 07980 596563
2 BEDROOM house in Butler Road. Available soon. To register an 
interest, contact MoveOn Homes on 01325 311737
3 BEDROOM properties to let, £475 per month plus non refundable 
fee of £300. No DSS. No pets. Tel 07980 596563

House For Rent in Aycliffe
3/4 bedroom

3 storey house with garage, large garden/patio,
lovely family home. Unfurnished.
Private Landlord, Central Location

£595.00 per calendar month
Telephone: 07788 428040

Jackson and Frances Wade

Happy 16th Birthday Frances
23rd April 2012 - Good luck at Q.E.

Happy 19th Birthday Jackson
2nd May 2012 - Good Luck in Oxford.

All our love always, Grandma Avril and Grandad Ted xx

For Sale
BARGAIN BUYS Bosch washing machine to rent, £3.99 a week! 
No deposit, no more unwanted repair bills. Tel 321678
BRAND NEW double divan with quilted Damask mattress, £120. 
Can deliver. Tel 07789 113 343
THREE SEATER settee with one chair, blue leather, beautiful 
condition, can deliver £200. Double divan with four drawers, clean 
condition, can deliver, £60. Tel 07881 917931
GLASS FIBRE garden pond, 146 x 120 x 50cm deep. 
Bought this year, was £115, sell for £50. Tel 301692
BEDS BEDS BEDS at Bargain Buys. Single Divan beds, Double 
Divan beds, Pine Frames, Metal Frames and Double Leather Frames 
from £99. All available on credit. Tel 321678

On the 22nd March we 
welcomed eleven Sri Lankan 
teachers to Greenfield 
Community College. The 
British Council Connecting 
Classrooms project has 
helped to create partnerships 
between clusters of schools 
in Durham and other schools 
from Sri Lanka. These 
partnerships have helped 
to bring an international 
dimension to young people’s 
learning, to improve their 
knowledge and understanding 
of other cultures and prepare 
them for life and work as 
global citizens. 
Without these links with 
schools through the 
Connecting Classrooms 
project it can be very hard 
for pupils to experience and 
develop knowledge and 
understanding of different 
cultures. The interaction 
with pupils from different 
countries and even different 
continents, through this 
project, can help break down 
the geographical barriers 
provided by such large 
distances apart. Groups of 
pupils from all years have 
been involved in different 
projects, such as writing 
about the similarities and 
differences of what they 
see on their way to school, 
producing a collaborative 
calendar and book of 
sports and also exchanging 
Christmas cards and letters 
with Sri Lankan pupils. 
During their short stay 
in Durham they visited 
four primary schools and 
Greenfield alongside a 
schedule of tourist locations. 
We welcomed our guests 
with a series of performances 
including pupils playing 
the steel pans, a dance, 
a musical assembly and 
the school choir. The Sri 
Lankan teachers came into a 
mixture of Science, English 
and PE lessons and took 
part in leading activities 
for our pupils. They also 
led Q&A sessions with the 
pupils which provided an 
excellent opportunity for 
pupils to experience and 
develop knowledge and 
understanding of different 
cultures.
After their visit to Greenfield, 

Partnership with Sri Lanka

Mr Butterworth took our 
guests to Durham County 
Cricket Club for a tour of 
the ground. The Sri Lankan 
delegates thoroughly enjoyed 
their visit to the cricket ground 
which rounded off a fantastic 
day for all concerned. We are 

proud that we have provided 
such a rewarding experience 
for the Sri Lankan teachers 
so that they too can hold 
lasting memories upon their 
stay in Durham, just as Mr 
Butterworth did in Sri Lanka 
in January. 
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Newton Aycliffe Junior Cricket Acadamy are holding a Sports Fun Evening Supper at 
Chilton Workingmens’ Club on Thursday 26th April from 7.30. The entertainment for the 
evening will be Tommy Cassidy, Ex Newcastle and Northern Ireland footballer and also 
Bill Woolland, Comedian.
There will be an auction and raffle on the night and the price of £10 includes a Pie & Peas 
Supper.
The evening is to raise funds for Newton Aycliffe Cricket Club - anyone wishing to attend 
please call Malcolm Dawes on 07989 093946 or 01325 324510 for tickets and information.

CRICKETER’S FUN SUPPER
Newton Aycliffe based gymnastics club Athena 
Sports Academy recently attended their first 
regional competition at Deerness Valley Gymnastics 
Club on Sunday 1st April 2012 and came out with 
an amazing 17 gold, 10 silver and 7 bronze medals 
which were an amazing achievement for the club.
Coaches Samantha Robson, Jeff Wade, Gerry 
Fuller, Brittainy Fuller and Rob Hunter would like 
to express their congratulations to all gymnasts who 
took part in the competition. For many of them this 
was their first competition and for those who have 
competed before at the annual event, some achieved 
their personal best.
Gymnasts who competed were from a range of 

the various groups that Athena offer from fun, 
recreational, mainstream through to GMPD 
(Gymnastics and Movement for People with a 
Disability)
Gymnast Kieran Maxwell was among Athena’s 
medal winners, and was the first wheelchair 
competitor for the club. Kieran who lives in 
Heighington, underwent an amputation at the knee 
of his left leg in March 2011 after doctors discovered 
he was suffering from Ewing’s Sarcoma, a rare form 
of cancer which attacks bone and muscle tissues.  
Kieran is one of the newest members to club and only 
had minimal time to practice his pairs routine with 
gymnast Charlotte Dent and was literally thrown 
in at the deep end. But being the strong willed 
character Kieran is he certainly did the club proud 
and his parents Alistair, Nicola and little sister Lissie 
were there to support him as always.
Should anyone be interested in more information on 
Athena Sports Academy please contact Samantha 
Robson on 07800 847 527

34 Medals for Aycliffe Gymnasts

The following pupils of Terence Lawson, School 
Aycliffe, have been successful in the recent Associated 
Board of the Royal Schools of Music Examinations:
PIANO; Ellie O’Brien, Grade 1
Molly O’Brien, Grade 1
Holly Killip, Grade 1 
SINGING: Katherine Savage, Grade 3 with Merit
Lucy Robinson Jones, Grade 5 with Merit
Sarah Bedwell, Grade 5 with Distinction. 
THEORY: Callum Parker, Grade 5
Sarah Bedwell, Grade 5 with Distinction.

SUCCESS IN MUSIC


