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Around Town
Aycliffe Radio

29th September

September’s Around Town brought together
a great mix of community based talent and
expertise. From business and local politics we
had Paul Howell, and local business woman,
turned Town Councillor, Sharon Hutchinson.
Local charity organisations were well
represented by Sam and Hayley from award
winning LittleSENDsations, and Chris Morgan
from the very successful Veterans Community
Hub.

Rounding off the guest list, from the
entertainment world we had the team

from Cute Fox Promotions, promoters and
presenters of the very successful Oakleaf Sports
Complex Cliffecon events, Hopetown, as well
as numerous Cosplay events throughout the
region.

Around Town Aycliffe Radio

Phill Hawkins.
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Coffee Morning Raises
£156 for Cancer Support

Pioneering Care Partnership (PCP) is
delighted to announce that £156 was
raised through its recent Macmillan
Coffee Morning.

The event brought together staff,
service users, families and members
of the local community to enjoy
refreshments while raising funds for a |
worthwhile cause.

Ann Bell, Community Development
Support Officer, said: “We would like
to thank everyone who donated,
baked, attended and supported the event.

“The money collected will help continue providing vital services for
people living with cancer and their families.”

Find out more about exciting events at the Pioneering Care Centre by
downloading a what’s on guide at www.pcp.uk.net/pioneering-care-
centre

email:
paul@newtonnews.co.uk
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Recognised at Hair
& Beauty Awards

A Newton Aycliffe spray tan business is
celebrating another achievement after
being awarded Highly Commended — Spray
Tan Expert of the Year 2026 at the North
East Hair & Beauty Awards.

Katie Greenwood, owner of Tan On
Demand, attended the awards at Rainton
Arena on Saturday 19th September, where
she was recognised alongside beauty
professionals from across the North East.
Tan On Demand began more than eight
years ago as a small side hustle alongside
Katie’s full time career. Starting with
mobile appointments, the business has
since grown into a dedicated spray tanning
studio from Katie’s home in Newton
Aycliffe.

Katie said: “It means so much to have the
business recognised again. When | started
Tan On Demand, | never imagined it would
grow into what it is today.

“I'm incredibly proud to be a small
independent business based in Newton
Aycliffe, and so grateful to every client who
has supported me along the way.”

The business has previously received
regional and national recognition,
including Best Salon for Tanning at the
Salon Awards 2022 and second place
nationally for Spray Tan Artist of the Year
in 2025.

Katie plans to continue growing Tan On
Demand within Newton Aycliffe, with the
latest award marking another milestone in the business’s journey.
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A Walk in the Park Raises
£831.62 for Together 21

Together 21, delivered by health and wellbeing charity Pioneering Care
Partnership (PCP), has raised an incredible £831.62p for children with
Down syndrome and their families.

Families, children, young people and supporters completed an

annual sponsored walk in Preston Park, Stockton, demonstrating

their determination and community spirit while raising vital funds for
Together 21.

The money raised will help Together 21 continue providing support,
activities and opportunities for children and young people with

Down syndrome and their families. The service offers a welcoming
environment where families can build friendships, develop skills, boost
confidence and celebrate achievements together.

Joanne Walker, Disability Services Development Officer, said: “Thank you
to everybody who took the time to sponsor Together 21.

“‘A Walk in the Park’ is held in the lead-up to Down Syndrome Awareness
Month in October and gives participants the opportunity to come
together and celebrate the achievements and potential of children and
young people with Down syndrome.

“We would also like to thank everyone who took part, donated and
supported the event. The generosity shown by the local community
will help us continue making a positive difference to families across the
region.”

For more information about Together 21, and to show your support to
the children and families the service supports, visit www.pcp.uk.net/
together-21
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DISCLAIMER

Customers are advised to check out the trader and their business
before agreeing to any work. Please satisfy yourself that you are
happy with the trader, the quotation, the proposed work and the
terms agreed.

Do not make full payment until you are completely satisfied that
the work has been carried out to your agreed requirements and
you have received what you have paid for.

We encourage customers to ask questions, obtain written
quotations and ensure all details are agreed before work begins.
Your satisfaction matters — take your time, check the work
carefully and only pay when you are satisfied.

REPAIRS to Washing Machines, Condenser &
Vented Tumble Dryers, Electric Cookers & Ovens




We would like to warmly invite you to our Year 5 and 6

OPEN EVENING

Thursday 8th October, 6 - 8pm

Head of School welcome at 6pm and 7pm

At Greenfield Academy we aim to ensure that
everyone is proud, ambitious and kind.

We would like to invite you to join us for an evening of discovery, where you can meet our
dedicated staff, engage with our inspiring children, and explore the exciting
subjects your child could study across the curriculum.

You will also have the chance to learn more about our brand-new Greenfield Academy
school building, opening at the beginning of November, which will provide
exceptional, modern teaching facilities for all learners.

At Greenfield Academy we believe in providing
‘Every Child, with Every Opportunity, Every Day’

()50 Greenfield Way, Newton Aycliffe
° Lol e Co. Durham, DL5 7LF

V et
Greenfleld Eg%‘&“ T-01325 300 378

Academy (Bl E:contact@greenfieldschool.net
D Sehoal Video

greenfieldacademy.org.uk
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Darlington Hippodrome Unveils a Packed
and Entertaining 2026 Autumn Season

The wait is over! Darlington Hippodrome has launched its brand-new
autumn 2026 brochure, packed with an incredible line-up of blockbuster
musicals, gripping drama, family favourites, comedy, music and
unforgettable live entertainment.

With something for every taste and every generation, the new season
brings some of the biggest touring productions in the UK to Darlington,
alongside much-loved local talent and an impressive roster of household
names making special one-night-only appearances.

Leading the programme is a host of major week-long productions that
are set to attract audiences from across the region.

October is packed with must-see theatre, beginning with the classic
courtroom drama Twelve Angry Men, a gripping and powerful story that
continues to captivate audiences decades after it first premiered. Later in
the month, the internationally acclaimed phenomenon SIX The Musical
takes centre stage, transforming the six wives of Henry VIIl into pop
princesses in one of the most successful musicals of recent years.
Darlington’s own award-winning amateur theatre company also returns
in style, as DarlingtonOS presents the rock spectacular We Will Rock
You, featuring the legendary music of Queen in what promises to be a
dazzling community production.

November brings one of the funniest and most inventive plays of

recent years, as Pride and Prejudice* (*sort of) arrives with its unique,
irreverent and hilarious take on Jane Austen’s literary classic.

The festive season wouldn’t be complete without Darlington
Hippodrome’s renowned pantomime, and this year audiences can look
forward to the magical Beauty & The Beast in December. Packed with
laughter, dazzling costumes, spectacular effects and plenty of festive fun,
it’s set to be the perfect family treat.

Looking ahead into 2027, the excitement continues with a series of
acclaimed productions making their way to Darlington.

In February, audiences can experience the powerful and inspiring drama
The King’s Speech, alongside the thrilling comedy mystery The Other
Side of Murder.

April sees one of the biggest theatrical success stories of recent

years arrive in town, as the Olivier Award-winning and internationally
celebrated Operation Mincemeat takes to the stage following its
phenomenal success in London’s West End and beyond.

May is a standout month for theatre lovers, featuring A Thousand
Splendid Suns, the stage adaptation of Khaled Hosseini’s bestselling
novel, alongside the classic thriller Strangers on a Train and the
acclaimed adaptation of The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-
Time, one of the most celebrated plays of the modern era.

The run of major productions continues into June with theatre history

in the making as The Mousetrap celebrates its remarkable 75th year,
bringing Agatha Christie’s legendary whodunnit to Darlington audiences.
Finally, in August, the season concludes in spectacular style with

the feel-good musical favourite Grease, packed with iconic songs,
unforgettable characters and plenty of summer-nights nostalgia.
Alongside these major productions, Darlington Hippodrome will also
welcome a host of famous faces for special one-night-only events
throughout the season. Audiences can look forward to appearances
from comedy legend Harry Enfield, acclaimed actor Sir Derek Jacobi,
much-loved national treasure Miriam Margolyes, comedian Chris
Ramsey, singer and stage star Gareth Gates, stand-up favourite Omid
Djalili, award-winning performer Matt Terry, comedian Seann Walsh,
dance superstar Giovanni Pernice, pub landlord extraordinaire Al Murray,
Boyzone star Keith Duffy and Westlife favourite Brian McFadden, as well
as ballroom sensation Kai Widdrington.

With dozens more shows, concerts, family productions, comedy nights

and special events filling the programme, the
Autumn 2026 season highlights Darlington
Hippodrome’s ongoing commitment to bringing
world-class entertainment to audiences across
the north east.

For more information on all current shows on
sale or to book visit:
www.darlingtonhippodrome.co.uk

or call the Box Office on 01325 405405.

A NEW MUSICAL
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llluminating Autumn Awaits at The Light

Durham City’s newest cultural venue has
announced an ambitious programme of events,
talks, performances and creative experiences
guaranteed to brighten up the dark nights
ahead.

Inspired by its inaugural exhibitions, We Are The
Durhams: The Durham Light Infantry Exhibition
and Victory Over the Sun: Encounters with
Light, The Light’s autumn/winter programme
invites audiences of all ages to explore art,
history, imagination and creativity.

From live music and networking events to
creative workshops for adults and a book

club with a twist, the Durham County Council
venue is quickly establishing itself as a must-
visit destination for culture, creativity and
community.

The Light opened to the public in Aykley Heads
recently, with more than 5,000 people visiting
in the opening week alone. Visitors enjoyed

an unforgettable programme of activities to
celebrate the launch, and the response to both
exhibitions and the venue as a whole has been
overwhelmingly positive.

The fun experiences and creative opportunities
will continue throughout autumn and winter,
including a weekly programme of events that
will establish Thursday evenings as a regular
fixture in the region’s cultural calendar.

After Dark, meanwhile, will bring together
exhibitions, live performances, music, food,
installations and more on the first Friday night
of the month.

Families can also enjoy a host of daytime
activities, including a week of creative
workshops during October half-term, and
Sensory Saturdays, regular artist-led sessions
and sensory play experiences for younger
children.

Highlights of the autumn/winter programme include:

Thursday Evenings at The Light

e The Salon — The North East’s Creative Social: Curated by Create

North, in partnership with The Light, The Salon invites artists,

musicians, performers, writers, designers, filmmakers, producers,

makers and other creatives to an evening of conversation, ideas and
connection. First Thursday of the month, from 1st October.

Making History — History, memory and culture in conversation: This

monthly series of talks, screenings, tours and discussions explores the

relationship between history, heritage, art and culture. Inspired by We

Are The Durhams: The Durham Light Infantry Exhibition, it examines

how the past is interpreted, represented and re-imagined through

literature, film, television, photography, public art, music and popular
culture. Second Thursday of the month, from 10th September.

¢ | don’t want to grow up — Creative workshops for adults: Through
creative workshops, making sessions and artist-led activities, adults
are encouraged to experiment, create and rediscover the joy of
making. Third Thursday of the month from 17th September.

e The Light Lounge — Live music and drinks after work: Enjoy cocktails,
conversations and live performances as The Light café transforms
into The Light Lounge. Third and fourth Thursday of the month from
17th September.

e Tomorrow’s Library — Not your average book club: From visionary
novels and speculative fiction to groundbreaking science, philosophy
and cultural criticism, Tomorrow’s Library explores the ideas,
inventions and creative works that have shaped the way people
understand the future. Fourth Thursday of the month from 22nd
October.

After Dark

These monthly late-night events invite visitors to explore exhibitions

in a new atmosphere, with each edition co-curated by a leading artist,

musician, filmmaker or creative collaborator. Featuring art, music,

performance, food, drink and more, After Dark will light up the first

Friday of the month.

The first three editions are curated with creatives involved in Victory

Over The Sun. Look out for Tine Bech on 2nd October, Liz West on 6th

November and Neon Workshops on 4th December.

Running until Sunday 17th January, Victory Over the Sun: Encounters

with Light brings together groundbreaking works by artists who use light

in extraordinary ways, including Tracey Emin, Dan Flavin, Olafur Eliasson,
and Chila Burman. It explores light as both subject and material, sparking
questions of perception, nature and the cosmos.

We Are The Durhams is a permanent exhibition that builds upon the

venue’s military heritage to tell a deeply human story of identity,

belonging and community through fascinating objects, images, sounds
and hands-on activities.

Entry to The Light and We Are The Durhams is free. To book tickets for

Victory Over The Sun and autumn/winter events, visit

www.thelightdurham.org.uk

To stay up to date with the latest news and events, follow

@thelightdurham on Facebook and Instagram.

Works
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26-27 Piano Season

Darlington Piano Society presents its
2026-27 International Piano Series
Another season of outstanding pianists
and programmes to suit all tastes is a
feature of the Society’s forthcoming
season.

The season begins on Sunday 4th
October with a recital by British pianist
Thomas Kelly. Thomas is the current
Benjamin Britten Fellow at the Royal
College of Music. He was a finalist at the
Leeds International Competition in 2021
and earlier this year in the International
Liszt Utrecht Competition where he
won second prize and the award for the best performance of the Liszt
sonata (a work that closes his recital here). He is well known for his
‘outrageous virtuosity’ and technical mastery, characteristics reflected in
his programme.

Our pianist on 1st November is Ethan Loch. Blind since birth, he

began learning piano at the age of four and graduated from the Royal
Conservatoire of Scotland with First Class Honours in 2026. Also in 2026,
he has won the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland Concerto Competition
and was shortlisted for the Royal Philharmonic Society Young Artist
Award. He is an accomplished composer and plays two of his own
compositions in his programme. His remarkable story features in a BBC
documentary — ‘Our Lives - Seeing with Sound’ broadcast earlier this
year and available on BBC Sounds.

Amiri Harewood appears for the Society on 10th January 2027. A recent
postgraduate from the Royal College of Music, he was selected as a
Grand Prize winner of the Young Classical Artist Trust and Concert Artists
Guild International Auditions in May 2024 and named a Classic FM Rising
Star for 2025. He has performed throughout the UK and in the 2025/26
season, made his debut at the Concertgebouw Amsterdam and Berlin
Konzerthaus and makes his North American debut with a tour including
recitals in Chicago and New York.

Kazakhstan-born Samson Tsoy is our pianist on 7th February. Trained at
both the Moscow Tchaikovsky Conservatory and then the Royal College
of Music, Samson is resident in London and has built an international
career. He recently released his first commercial recording, described

as a “probing meditation on creativity” by the Guardian. Alongside his
solo career he is one half of the renowned duo with Pavel Kolesnikov. His
programme includes the rarely heard piece “Le Chant du Rossignol” by
Stravinsky.

The penultimate recital on 7th March is given by Rose MclLachlan, who
studied at the Royal Northern College of Music and the Guildhall School
of Music & Drama. She is a member of a professional pianist dynasty,
whose brother Callum played for the society in 2024. Her programme
includes a compilation of nocturnes written by female composers in
tribute to Chopin.

The final recital on 4th April features the only returnee to the Society,
Mishka Rushdie Momen, who played in 2014. Mishka is a noted chamber
musician, performing with Steven Isserlis, Timothy Ridouit, and Angela
Hewitt, amongst many others. Alongside Liszt, her programme features
works by Ravel, Faure and Messiaen.

Details of the season can be found at www.dpiano.co.uk and in the
brochure widely available in the town and other locations in Co.

Durham and elsewhere. All events take place in Central Hall on the
listed Sundays at 3pm. Tickets for the full season (£66, U21 free) and

for individual recitals (£18, U21 free) can be purchased online via the
website, through the brochure’s booking form for the season, or on the
door, using contactless payment as well as cash.
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Table
Top Sale

At Simpasture Court,
Newton Aycliffe, DL5
5JZ on Saturday 7th
November 2026 from I
9am - 2pm.
Lots of items at

Middridge
History Society

Our first meeting for Autumn will be on
Wednesday 14th October at 7.30pm in
Middridge Village Hall.

The History Of Staindrop Church by Keith
Simpson.

Keith makes a welcome return to speak about
this fascinating building, its architecture and
how it has evolved through the centuries.

We look forward to seeing you there.
Admission £3 which includes refreshments.

Avon Court -
Christmas Fair

Saturday 21st November at 1pm.

Come along and enjoy homemade cakes
along with tea or coffee whilst starting your
Christmas shopping.

A range of craft and gift stalls.

If you would like to book a stall, £5.00, please
call or email Avon Court

Telephone: 0370 192 4553

Email: Local Housing Manager
Hazel.Davis@housing21.org.uk

Acorn Community
Association AGM

Acorn Community Association’s Annual General
Meeting will be held on Thursday 8th October
2026 at the Phoenix Club in the upstairs lounge
at 6pm.

Refreshments will be provided and the meeting
is open to all.
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Bishop
Auckland Jazz

You just had to be there when Esther Bennett
came to sing. Bishop Auckland Jazz invited her
to the monthly lunchtime jazz series and how
we became enthralled under her spell.

She started with Wayne Shorter’s Fee-Fi-Fo-
Fum and quickly moved into some more
familiar tunes like Angel Eyes and Rio de Janeiro
Blues that she really enjoyed performing. In
the latter she added egg percussion to great
effect which really enhanced the Latin feel.
Rick Laughlin on piano and Mick Shoulder on
bass gave her great support throughout as each
one unveiled solos of great complexity and
interest. Hints of Billy Holiday, Jimmy Scott and
Mark Murphy abounded throughout her vocal
delivery as she continued with | Thought About
You, Don’t Explain, Stolen Moments, You Go

To My Head and You’ve Changed, before it was
time for a finish with a rousing performance of
Blue Monk.

| can honestly say this was one of the best

gigs | have ever heard in Bishop Auckland or
anywhere and all credit to #bishopaucklandjazz
for giving us the opportunity to hear her.

A seasoned jazz singer with tremendous
personality and huge vocal and communication
skills. | so hope she passes by these northern
parts again.

The next lunchtime performance on 9th
October will involve the Dean Stockdale Trio
with a guest soloist to be announced.

Shildon Model Flying
Club - Free Event

Shildon Model Flying Club and its sponsors
The British Model Flying Association,
Andrew Hardy Construction, Hudspeth
Flooring, Leada Auto Parts Darlington,
Andrew Crow Property Management,

are running a free indoor flying event at
Newton Aycliffe Leisure Centre on 25th
October from 12pm until 4pm.

We fly three main categories of free flight,
light radio and heavy radio, we will also be demonstrating control line
flying as well as having available RC flight simulators, if any one would
like to come along, we would be happy to see you there, all children
must be accompanied by an appropriate adult.

Any questions, please contact Mark Shipley club chairman at
hawkmanl@live.co.uk

THE LITTI.E BUDDKAR

We live life as if it’s filled with nothing but
tomorrows, but one day, the tomorrow we are
waiting for will start without us.

Little Buddha.

BEWICK CRESCENT SURGERY

WALK IN FLU &
COVID CLINICS

We are holding the following Walk in Flu and Covid
Clinics. Our patients can attend for either Flu or
Covid or both vaccinations on:

Saturday 3rd October
Flu Group: Over 65s,
Covid Group: Over 75s
Saturday 10th October

Flu Group: 18-65 eligible group
Over 65s
Covid: 18-65 Immunosuppressed
and Over 75s

The clinics start at
8.30am until 12.30pm

Alternatively our patients can contact the surgery
to pre-book an appointment in our clinics that are
running on various dates, Monday-Friday. We can
book these appointments now.

Thank you,
GP Partners of Bewick Crescent Surgery.
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Finalists in Fully Funded Better
Four UK Small Health at Work Award
Business Awards Thousands ofemployeesbeneft s ol businesses embrce
Categorles

Businesses across Newton Aycliffe are being encouraged to put
employee health and wellbeing at the heart of their organisation,
following a year of significant impact through the fully funded Better

Newton Health at Work Award.
Aycliffe The Better Health at Work Award is helping businesses across the
based region create healthier workplaces. The recognised framework supports
business, organisations to develop, embed and sustain effective workplace
100 Years wellbeing practices,
Botanicals, helping employers .
was launched protect the health of Dr Alasdair
in November their workforce while Macsween
2025 and, as creating opportunities .
we approach for employees to Physiotherapy
our first make informed, and Acupuncture
anniversary, positive changes to 30 years experience, ~  L_
we've been their wellbeing. expert treatment for all injuries,
. everyday aches to chronic pain.
named Kargn Stubbings, Clinic appointments in Heighington,
finalists Project Development | | or online consultations available.
in four | Manager for Tel: 07356 019020
categories at _ Workplace Health, -y = .
the UK Small \ said: “The Better Email: Info@reso".’ephVSIO'Uk
Business \ Health at Work Web: resolvephysio.uk

Award provides
businesses with the
structure, guidance
and support to make
that happen, whatever
their starting point.
We would encourage

Awards 2026: Best Small Business, Best New
Business, Best Home-Based Business and Best
Family Business.

We're also incredibly proud to have received
Country Living Artisan Approved status for
2026.

100 Years Botanicals is a small, family-run
botanical skincare business, based in Newton

= ELEGTRICIAN *=,

www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

+ Fault Finding / Repairs
+ Extra Lights and Sockets

+ Qualified Electrician
+ Reliable Service

Aycliffe, County Durham. We create handmade,
vegan skincare centred around carefully chosen
botanical ingredients and gentle skincare
rituals, with a particular focus on women with

Newton Aycliffe to find
out more and consider
how the award

could benefit their

4+ New Fuse Boards / Alarms

4+ Rewires

+Landlord Inspections

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND

+ Tidy Work
4 Free Quote

+ Satisfaction Guaranteed

A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

workforce.”

Businesses in Newton
Aycliffe can find

out more about the
Better Health at Work
Award and how to get
involved by contacting
workplacehealth@pcp.
uk.net

sensitive and changing skin.

Since launching, we’ve continued to grow

our range, including our Second Spring facial
skincare collection and, more recently, our
Autumn Nights bath and body collection, which
was created as a warm, comforting seasonal
ritual for the autumn months.

The business has grown considerably during
our first year, from starting out with a small
collection of handmade products to attending
markets and events across the North East and
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Ultimate Home Services
Kitchens Supplied & Fitted

developing relationships with local stockists HAVE YOU Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted
and venues. | GOT NEWS I )
To be recognised nationally across four award 1 FORUS? I - Free Quotations -
categories, before we’ve even celebrated our We are always interested I

I in local news stories.

Call Stuart

01325 311838
or 07508 072119

www.ultimatehomeservices.co.uk

We like to feature good
news and interesting

first birthday, feels like a very special milestone I I
| items on achievements :

for us, particularly as the business is still based
here in Newton Aycliffe and our products & community service
continue to be made and developed locally. I Tel: Paul
Heather & David I 01325300212 |
Founders, 100 Years Botanicals. LOLRaul@newtonnews,co.uk
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|
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County Durham DL5 6DS e &

Tel: 01325 300212

Email: sales@newtonpress.net

g newltonpress
Printing
Since

> Brochures B Certificates
B Flyers B Business Cards
B |nvitations B Wedding/Funeral
B Signage B Banners
B Stationery B Post Cards
B Envelopes > Catalogues/Books
B Tickets B Posters

Plus more

B Finest Quality Print FOR EVERYTHING
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B Large Run Size Capacity CALL

B \Wide Format Printing

B Express Print and Design Service m

B Creative Print Services .

B Full Service Print Shop

B Free Local Delivery neLUton pf@SS

B> Recycled 100% Eco Friendly Paper Tel: 01325 300212
B Same Day Service Available Email: sales@newtonpress.net




Achievement
for Gymnastics
Display Team

Newton Aycliffe Woman
Completes GNR

A Newton Aycliffe woman has completed this year’s Great North Run to
raise money for Hearing Dogs for Deaf People, after seeing how hearing
dogs have transformed her
aunt’s life.

Michelle Mlatilik, who
works as a CAD technician
for a protection panel
company, took on the
13.1-mile challenge on 13th
September. She wanted to
support the charity after
seeing the practical and
emotional difference its
dogs have made to her
aunt, who also lives in
Newton Aycliffe.

“Watching my aunt’s hearing dogs alert her to sounds is incredible,” said
Michelle. “I've witnessed first-hand how her first hearing dog, Vimmie,
and now her second dog, Gryffin, help her - not just practically, but
emotionally too, as constant companions.”

Michelle’s aunt, Karen, said: “I’'ve been so incredibly lucky to be matched
with my first hearing dog, Vimmie, and now Gryffin. It’s only possible
because of the fundraising efforts of wonderful people like Michelle, the
volunteers who support the charity in so many ways and, of course, the
staff. Huge thanks to everyone involved.”

Michelle’s journey into running has been remarkable. She joined Slimming
World in 2022 and reached her goal weight after losing three-and-a-half
stone. She caught the fitness bug after her friend Laura persuaded her to
take part in a Wolf Run obstacle race in Warwickshire in 2023.

Despite never having run a 5K before, Michelle and Laura went on to take
part in four ultra marathons in 2025: the 30-mile Pen Llyn; The Wall, a
70-mile ultra marathon from Carlisle to Newcastle; the 100-mile Rat Race
100; and The Lap, a 47-mile race around Lake Windermere.

Michelle didn’t need to do any specific training for the Great North

Run, as she has continued to run and walk regularly alongside her ultra
marathon challenges. Earlier this year, she re-entered The Wall and made
it as far as 63 miles. She also completed the 100-mile Edinburgh to Glamis
Castle ultra in July, finishing in 47 hours and 37 minutes.

“On the day of the Great North Run, it was really warm, which | think
caught a few people off guard, so the main thing for me was making sure |
didn’t overdo it in the heat,” said Michelle.

“The support from the crowds was incredible - they were three or four
deep all around the course and, because you had your name on your bib,
they shouted your name and words of encouragement as you passed. It
was absolutely buzzing.”

“l was just short of my target of three hours, finishing in three hours and
eight minutes. | was really proud of that.”

“The best part was getting across the finish line and knowing that I'd
actually done it. | was in floods of tears. | felt very proud of myself and
very lucky that | was physically able to take on the run,” she said. “The first
person | rang afterwards was my mum. Then | went to the Hearing Dogs
tent, where | had a cuddle with hearing dog EIf.”

Michelle hopes her story will inspire others to get active or support
Hearing Dogs.

“If my story - about someone who has gone from doing no exercise at all
to completing a 100-mile ultra marathon two years later - can inspire one
person to go out and get fit and raise money for Hearing Dogs, then it’s
been worth doing,” she said.

Anyone who would like to support Michelle’s fundraising can visit: https://
events.hearingdogs.org.uk/fundraisers/MichelleMlatilik

We are Akrovasia Display Team, a competitive
acrobatic gymnastics display team based

at Athena Sports Academy, here in Newton
Aycliffe.

We would like to share a recent achievement
that we are incredibly proud of and would love
to have recognised and shared within our local
community.

Our team recently travelled to the iconic
Blackpool Tower Ballroom to compete with
our Moulin Rouge-themed musical display
routine. We are delighted to have achieved 1st
Place Overall in the Senior category, as well

as receiving the Entertainment Award for our
performance.

Our Moulin Rouge Musical routine combines
acrobatic gymnastics, choreography, theatrical
performance (following the story) and
entertainment, with the aim of creating a
spectacular performance for both the judges
and audience.

This achievement is a huge accomplishment
for our athletes and coaching team and is
something we are extremely proud to have
achieved while representing Athena Sports
Academy, Newton Aycliffe and the North East.

Editorial contributions, stories and titbits can be sent to the
Newton News editor via email:- paul@newtonnews.co.uk
Alternatively, you can ‘contact us’ via our website:-
www.newtonnews.co.uk
Local stories and letters to the editor; if approved
for publication are reproduced without any charge.

PLEASE NOTE:

Any letter for publication should be accompanied with the
author’s email address, name, address and contact number.
These details can be withheld from publication on request.
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Newton Aycliffe Boxer Selected to
Represent England U17s in Montenegro

A talented 15-year-old boxer from Newton Aycliffe is preparing to journey, share in her progress
represent her country on the European stage after being selected for and be associated with her
England’s 15-strong squad heading to the U17 European Championshipsin achievements as her career
Montenegro. develops.

Emily Denham, who boxes out of Aycliffe Amateur Boxing Club, has been Businesses interested in
selected to compete in the women’s U70kg category at the championships becoming part of Emily’s

in Budva from 1st-12th October 2026. journey, and discussing

The selection marks another major milestone for the Newton Aycliffe sponsorship opportunities,
teenager and will see Emily return to Montenegro, where she was can contact Sean Denham at:
crowned U15 European Champion in 2025. sean296@googlemail.com. You
Emily’s achievements also include becoming Cadet Schools Champion, can also follow Emily’s journey

Class A Schools Champion, Class B Schools Champion and Junior 4 Nations  on Instagram - @emilydenham42.
Champion, building an impressive record of national and international
success, despite being just 15 years old.

As a member of the England Boxing Performance Pathway, Emily
regularly travels to Sheffield for England training, alongside maintaining a
demanding daily training and running schedule.

Her long-term ambition is to represent Great Britain at the 2032 Olympic
Games in Brisbane.

Looking ahead to the championships, and her longer-term ambitions,
Emily said: “I'm really proud of what I’'ve achieved so far, and I'm so
excited to have the opportunity to represent England again.

“Boxing is a huge part of my life, and I’'m grateful to everyone who
supports me, especially my family, my coaches and everyone at Aycliffe
Amateur Boxing Club. My dream is to one day compete at the Olympic
Games, and I’'m determined to work as hard as | can to give
myself the best chance of getting there.”

Behind Emily’s achievements is a strong support network. Her

- ! "
parents, Sean and Sarah, have supported her throughout her w | @
boxing journey, with Sean also playing an active role in her A 2
training at the club, as a coach and sparring partner. t‘ o
Emily has also received strong support from Aycliffe Amateur a C

Boxing Club, which has played an important role in her
development and achievements since she first took up the
sport.

Les Gibson, owner of Aycliffe Amateur Boxing Club, who will

tra}veI”to Montenegro to suppprt Emlly at the champ_lonshlp')s, Sunday to Thursday - £16.95
said: “Everyone at the club is incredibly proud of Emily. We've

watched her develop from a 10-year-old, just starting out in or

boxing, into a European champion representing her country. Friday & Saturday - £19.95
“She is a fantastic young boxer and a great example to others.

I’'m delighted to be travelling to Montenegro to support her Four Course Meal

and, along with everyone at Aycliffe Amateur Boxing Club, Choose:

Il be wishing her the very best of luck. She has an incredibly - A‘:‘;ﬁsct:;t;((";;ﬂmz"’(favv“v”njrmifj\:;eéoﬁigogtg’g .
exciting future ahead of her.” Any Rice or Any Nan

Help Support Emily’s Journey Any Side Dish

With Emily already achieving national and international e et

success at just 15 and progressing through the England Boxing éﬂg% ‘W?&

pathway, businesses have an exciting opportunity to support &

her at an early stage in what could be a remarkable boxing (}f BOOK Now FOR %,E_

career.

As Emily continues to develop and compete at national and

international level, sponsorship will help towards the costs of rl s ma s ay
training, travel and competing at an elite level, as she works

towards her ultimate ambition of representing Great Britain at
the Olympic Games. Four Course Meal for £29.95

For a local or regional business, it is an opportunity to

support an ambitious young North East athlete early in her 1"::' Call 01325 316 516 to book

th
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As the league is now in full swing, the club has been
focussing on developing their male and female pathways, as
part of our FA 3* Accreditation, which the club are proud to
be one of the elite few within Durham FA.

Sister Club — Durham Women Football Club

We have been an official sister club to Durham Women FC
for several seasons and this year started with a parade of all
the sister clubs in the area at the first match of the season.
Over 30 girls from our Wildcats, and our teams, attended
and were looked after by Durham WFC and, after the
match, they were invited to meet the players. This was then
followed, on Sunday 20th September, when the girls from
our club were chosen to be the mascots for the day. They
walked out with the players and were presented before the
game. It was a fabulous experience for these young girls.

Women'’s Recreational Football Sessions

The club recognised that there were limited opportunities
for women to start football or get back into football after
several years away from the game. Until Women’s first team
coach, Shaun Wilson, decided to run open sessions on a
Sunday morning. These are for both fitness and footballing
skills, working together. These sessions have attracted over
20 women to register on the sessions and is now proving a
very popular addition to our Female Pathway.

Newton Aycliffe Women’s Football Team

The rebuild of our Women’s team continues to gather pace,
as we look to rejoin the Durham FA league in September
2027. Several women from the recreational sessions have
taken the step back into football and are joined by members
of last seasons team, who are wanting to be a part of the
rebuild, as they bring experience back to the team. Exciting
times for the team and Shaun Wilson who heads up the final
part of our Female Pathway.

Football Development Sessions

The growth in children’s football in recent years, across the
country and at the football club, has been enormous. The
club is aiming to keep pace with demand with the help of
our loyal group of qualified volunteer coaches. The well
established Wildcats Girls sessions now have two sessions,
one for 5-6yrs old and one for 7-8 yrs old, both are at full
capacity and the Little Eagles Boys sessions has a thriving
group of 5-8 yr old boys, training every week, as they
prepare to join teams.

Recently it was noticeable that the demand for sessions

for pre school children, aged 3-4 yrs old, was also growing,
so the club forged ahead with a new mixed group named
Rising Stars, as this is exactly what they are, the future of the
football club and stars in the making.

Parental Sideline Behaviour Workshops

After being an integral part of the steering group, to produce
a workshop, to advise and educate new parents to grass
roots football, on the behaviour expected on the sidelines
on match day. Over the following three seasons, more than
150 parents have attended these workshops. In 2024 we
were recognised for all the work we were doing, to improve
sideline behaviour, at the Annual Durham FA awards

night. This year we have been officially appointed, as an
approved deliverer of the Sideline Behaviour Improvement
Programme, so the work continues.

Coaches CPD Workshops

In September, 18 coaches, from teams across the football
club, attended a CPD event at Greenfield Academy,
presented by Andy Dixon from Durham FA. The session
started with 1 hour of theory, followed by 1 hour practical,
around ‘Finishing’. Thank you to all those who gave up their
time to attend and a special thanks to the players from our
Under 13 Falcons, who volunteered for the practical session
(and their parents for giving up a Monday evening to bring
the lads along). These sessions will be a benefit to all our
players as we progress through this season, with another 2
planned.

If you need any more information about the club, follow us
on News at Newton Aycliffe Youth Football Club.

WALKERS ()

BUTCHERS and BAKERS /= °

Simpasturegate * Newton Aycliffe « 312022 f

Your Local Family
Butcher and Baker

FOR ALL YOUR MEAT REQUIREMENTS.
FULLY OPERATIONAL ON-SITE BAKERY.

Catering for Weddings, Funerals, Christenings,
Private and Public Functions
(including Pie and Peas suppers)
Supplying restaurants, snack and sandwich bars.
Call for more details and quotes
www.walkersbutchers.co.uk
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European Goalkeepers Visit MUGA at
New College Durham for Training

The state-of-the-art Multi Use Games Area
(MUGA) at New College Durham recently
welcomed professional goalkeepers from
across Europe, demonstrating how the
college’s latest major investment is creating

new opportunities for elite sport professionals,

students and the wider community.

The all-weather facility at the college’s
Framwellgate Moor campus was recently
used by Modern-Day GK (MDGK), a specialist
goalkeeping organisation, for an intensive
training session involving professional players
from Sweden, Portugal and Poland.
Modern-Day GK was established 10 years ago
by brothers Lee, Shaun, and Mark Robinson.
It focuses on modern player mindsets,
decision-making, game analysis, and error-
resilience training rather than traditional,
rigid shot-stopping drills. With backgrounds
in professional football, strength and
conditioning, and sports coaching between
them, the approach of MDGK combines
technical development with a strong focus
on confidence, decision-making and helping
young goalkeepers learn from mistakes in a
supportive training environment.

The business has also developed a strong
network of contacts across professional
football, helping players who have been
released from clubs or previously overlooked
by the traditional pathway to find new
opportunities. In recent years, eight of its
goalkeepers have progressed from being
outside the professional game to signing full-
time contracts.

Mark Robinson, from Modern-Day GK, said:

“We're always looking for venues where we can

train and, ultimately, we want to be on a full-
size football pitch that meets the professional
standards we need.

“When | heard how good the facility was
here, | had to see it for myself, and the pitch is

amazing. We had
three professional
goalkeepers here
at New College
Durham’s MUGA
and, when you
reach their

level, you want

to coach on a
professionally
maintained pitch,
and this definitely §
isl” : = . . :
The MUGA forms part of New College Durham’s continued investment
in high-quality facilities for students and the community. Officially
opened in 2025, the facility features an all-weather pitch built to FA and
Sport England standards, and it is already popular with local football
organisations and forms an important part of the college’s Football
Development Centre.

The college, which has made more than £34 million of investment in
facilities and advanced equipment over the past five years is currently
investing a further £6 million in redesigning, rebuilding and re-equipping
its sports and music facilities due for completion in 2027. This project
further reinforces its commitment to providing students with the latest
and most relevant facilities.

With weekday use by students already strong and further opportunities
being explored for local clubs and leagues, the MUGA is increasingly
becoming a hub for sporting activity in County Durham.

Barry Poskett, Curriculum Manager for Sport at New College Durham,
said

“This is much more than just a pitch. Here at New College Durham, we
actively pursue and achieve the ideal of being a catalyst for positive
change. It is great to see our facilities being used by organisations across
the whole spectrum of ability. Whether starting out as an under-6 team
member or attracting interest from players in Europe seeking to benefit
from the coaching skills and facilities in the North East is a fantastic
achievement for everyone involved. Our facilities are here to inspire
talent, build resilience, and create pathways from grassroots football to
professional academies.”

Photo: Brothers Lee (L), Shaun (2nd R), and Mark (R) Robinson were
joined for training by three international professional goalkeepers at the
fantastic facilities at New College Durham.

DOOR HANDLES € LOCKS
Upgrade your Securlty & STOP Thieves at the Door

- ;ﬁ ﬂ(/

Shildon OLG 20N www.sash-hardwarecouk T 01388 777899

Problems with your doors or windows?

I ','r. We supply all the replacement parts needed

to upgrade and maintain your doors and windows
Do it yourself for less with our free & friendly advice
S S

HARDWARE

' We change the gearbox and service your lock free when you bring it to us
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& JUNIOR FC

Under 13’s Reds ran out for 5-3 against Willington Youth. Koa scored all
five of the goals.

Under 15’s Blacks entertained Wear United, grabbing a well-deserved
1-0 win with Kai grabbing the goal. POTM was Connor.

Under 8’s had a great game against Middleton Rangers, with Leo scoring
an amazing hat-trick. Arthur and Henry scored the other goals.

Under 10’s Blues travelled to face TIBS Blues, controlling the game from
the start, goals from Jude, Leland (2), Nate and Reggie helped Aycliffe
on their way. PPOTM was Carter and POTM was Reggie.

Under 14’s Whites travelled to face Hebburn, narrowly loosing out 5-4.
Billy scored a great hat-trick with Rex adding the other goal. MOTM was
Billy.

Under 12’s grabbed a well-deserved 2-3 win away to Prissick Rovers
Milan. Oliver T and Noah A scored the goals. Isaac D picked up MOTM.
Under 13’s Reds ran out 10-1 winners against Cleveland Juniors. Koa,
Marshall and Aidan all grabbed hat-tricks with Laitia adding the other
goal. Koa and Logan were MOTM.

Under 13’s Blacks faced Teesside in what was a tough game in the rain.
JJ and Hughie netted for Aycliffe, with Caleb being awarded MOTM.
Under 10’s Juniors hosted Marske Athletic and came away with some
positive performances. Lee scored the goal for Aycliffe.

Under 7’s played their first official game away to Nunthorpe and the
whole team did brilliant. Goals scored by Rory (6), Theo (3), Karson (2),
Cassadee (2), Alfie and Joey. POTM was six goal hero Rory.

Under 11’s Reds faced Newton Aycliffe Youth Eagles in a local derby. A
great game between saw Layton and Fox (4) score the goals for Aycliffe.
POTM was Jan and Fox.

Aycliffe Whites faced Linthorpe Academicals, getting a great result with
goals from Ethan (3), Teddy (2), Franco, Lucas R and Fred.

Under 11’s Juniors faced Bishop St Marys in an entertaining game. Goals
from Fletcher, Lincoln, Vinnie and Connor. MOTM was Reggie.

Aycliffe Seniors — Lost 3-6 to Durham Rangers. Goals from Noah, Sam
and Ollie. MOTM was Andrew B.

Under 15’s Juniors narrowly lost 2-1 to Peterlee, with Jonah scoring
Aycliffe’s goal from the spot.

Under 14’s Blacks played Tibs Blues, winning comfortably 4-2, with
goals from Lleyton, Jack, Kai and Fletcher. MOTM was Riley B and Tyler.
Under 12’s Blacks travelled to Seaham, grabbing a well-deserved win.
Goals from Kaiden (3), Ollie (2), Franco (2), Theo, Jake and Alex. MOTM
was Alex.

Under 14’s Whites faced Hebburn Town and ran out 5-1 winners. Goals
from Billy, Oscar, Jarrod, Chase and Elliott. MOTM was Kian.

Under 15’s Blacks travelled to face Hilda Park, narrowly going down 2-0.
MOTM were Olly, Kai and Ben.

Under 13’s Reds got a great 8-1 win v Whinney
Banks. Goals from Koa (2), Marhsall (2), Alfie,
Aidan (2) and Jenson. MOTM were Koa and
Leo.

Under 8’s played a great game against Marton
Royals, with Leo (2) and Frankie scoring the
goals for Aycliffe.

Under 9’s faced Billingham Junior Blues,
putting in a spirited performance against tough
opposition, MOTM was Seb.

Under 11’s Reds faced Darlington Spraire Lads,
with all three goals being scored by Fox. POTM
were Korben and Jacob.

Under 10’s Blues faced Kader Juniors, after a
slow start, Leland scored an excellent quick fire
hat trick with Nate scoring the other goal.
Under 12’s grabbed an important 1-2 at Mount
Pleasant Rangers. Goals from Oliver and Seb.
MOTM was Harvey P.

Under 12’s Whites grabbed an impressive 9-0
win over Guisborough, with goals from Ethan
(3), Lucas (2), Fred (2), Alfie and Teddy. POTM
were Oscar and Leo.

Under 13’s Blacks travelled to face Kader, with
Mason grabbing Aycliffe’s goal on what was a
tough day. MOTM was Sid.

Under 15’s Juniors welcomed Witton Park to
Woodham Academy, grabbing a great 3-1 win,
with Jensen grabbing a hat-trick.

o

Another New Service ...

Plan Prints (A2, Al, A0Q)

Scanned, Copied and/or Printed

Posters, Display Boards, Table Plans
Flags, Banners, Signage

Contact Stuart - Telephone: 01325 300212
Email: stu@newtonpress.net




NE Mayor £250m Skills Plan Jobs Goes Live

The first trainees have stepped through the doors for Mayor Kim
McGuinness’ new £250m adult skills programme, marking the official

launch of one of the region’s most ambitious training offers in decades.

North East Mayor Kim McGuinness has hailed the start of the Adult
Skills Training Programme, designed to boost job opportunities in
construction, manufacturing, tech, foundational roles and the fast
growing green economy.

It comes as scores of skills providers across the region open their doors
to adults seeking new opportunities and fresh starts.

Part of Mayor Kim’s New Deal for North East Workers, the £80m a year
investment will create clear pathways into jobs in the region’s most in
demand industries.

Announced at the North East Mayoral Strategic Authority’s March
Cabinet meeting, the programme will transform adult skills training by
ensuring the right training is available to the right people, in the right
places, at the right time.

The launch follows an unprecedented process of consultation and
collaboration between the North East MSA and colleges, training
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providers, local
authorities, employers
and VCSE organisations
to shape the best way
forward.

Mayor Kim said: “I said
we’d change the way
we deliver adult skills
training in the North
East, and now we’re
doing just that.

“Every bit of our new
skills investment is focused on one thing —
helping people move from training straight into
proper jobs in our growing industries.

“That could be in the green economy, digital
and tech, in the foundational jobs we all rely on
so much, like nursery teaching or working in a
shop, pub or restaurant, or in the construction
roles we need to build the homes of the future.
“Support is there for people to get the skills,
confidence and fair chances they deserve.”
The new programme is designed to tackle

long standing skills shortages while ensuring
residents can benefit from the region’s
expanding clean energy and innovation
sectors. It will also strengthen the foundational
economy, including health, care, logistics and
community services.

Support will be targeted at adults with low
qualifications, people facing health barriers,
women entering technical fields, care
experienced young adults and those seeking to
progress in work.

The plan is built around three strands of
support: Skills Foundation for essential skills
and confidence; Skills Activation for technical
training and apprenticeships; and Skills for
Work for employer designed courses leading
directly to jobs.

Mayor McGuinness said the programme is
central to her mission to make the North East
“the home of real opportunity.”

“My message is this: if you're looking for a
fresh start, we’re here to back you. If you’re an
employer, we’re building the skilled workforce
you’ve been asking for. And if you’re a training
provider, you’re central to making sure people
get the right skills for real jobs. This programme
is about making sure no one is left behind.”

By 2029, the MSA expects to see higher
employment rates, more people progressing
into better paid roles, and a stronger pipeline
of skilled workers for key industries. The
programme also aims to reduce economic
inactivity and widen access to training for
communities that have historically been
underserved.

For more information visit:
https.//www.northeast-ca.gov.uk/projects/
skills-programmes
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Changes to Postal Vote
Renewal Periods

People wanting to vote by post in County Durham elections are advised
they now need to renew their application every three years.

Durham County Council is letting people know of changes introduced
under the Elections Act 2022.

Once three years have passed, a person will need to make a new
application if they wish to continue voting by post.

People are advised that the quickest and easiest way to reapply for a
postal vote is online at www.gov.uk/apply-postal-vote.

Nevertheless, anyone living in County Durham who is required to renew
their postal vote will be sent an invitation through the post or via email,
if they have provided the council with their email address.

Aims to Get
County Durham
Moving

Age UK County
Durham’s
commitment to help
County Durham’s
older population
stay active has

been helped by the
appointment of an [
Activity Coordinator to |
lead its Communities |
in Motion programme.
Sharon Gooch, 54,
from Sedgefield, is now working across the
county to help people access activities and
exercise. She commented: “Our aim is to

make it easy for the older members of our
communities to access appropriate exercise.
We’re working closely with Durham County
Council and others to map where the need

is greatest, filling in the gaps so that there is
provision and support across the whole county.
“One initial event, at Wilton Castle, saw

12 people try kayaking. What started as an
introduction to a new sport, became a social
occasion for the participants. It’s great that
such an activity has the added benefit of social
connection.”

Communities in Motion is aiming to reach
residents in County Durham aged 65 and

over with a range of free or low cost exercise
opportunities. In October, Sharon is launching
free seated exercise classes in Seaham as well
as Dance Fitness Classes in Shildon. Anyone
interested in finding out more or signing up
should contact Age UK County Durham on 0191
386 3856 or email info@ageukcountydurham.
org.uk.

She added: “When you hear someone say ‘I
was never able to do this before’ you know
that the exercise is having an impact, and the
more people who can access exercise in their
community, the healthier our older generation
will be”

Before joining Age UK County Durham, Sharon
was a Health and Wellbeing Coach for Stockton
Primary Care Network. She is also a fitness
instructor and has been teaching classes for
more than 15 years.

Communities in Motion is a national campaign
funded by the London Marathon Foundation,
and delivered in County Durham by Age UK
County Durham. Age UK County Durham is the
‘go to’ organisation for anyone aged 50 or over
living in County Durham. It is a stand-alone
registered charitable organisation, and a brand
partner of Age UK.

The email will come
from Gov.uk Notify on
the council’s behalf
and the address it
will arrive from will
be electoralservices.
dcc@notifications.
service.gov.uk. Email
invitations have been
sent from Monday
14th September.

If the council does not
have a person’s email
address, it will contact
them by post from
Friday 2nd October. A
paper application to
renew a postal vote
will be attached to the
letter.

Anyone who no
longer wishes to

vote by post, should
email the council at
electoralservices@
durham.gov.uk with
their name, address
and a request to
remove their postal
vote application.
Anyone who requires
further assistance
from the council’s
electoral services team
should call 03000

261 212 or email
electoralservices@
durham.gov.uk.
Further information
on how to apply to
vote by post can be
found on the council’s
website at www.
durham.gov.uk/
PostalVote.

'PESTGUARD

PEST CONTROL SERVICES
Commercial, Domestic & Industrial
Newton Aycliffe Based

Your number one local pest controller who has over 40
years trading in pest control throughout the north east.
Licensed, Insured and Qualified
National Pest Technicians Association Member

24 Hours Response
Free Quotes and Advice Given

E: pestguard1@gmail.com
W: www.pestguard1.co.uk
T: 01325 301063
M: 07790 732089

Lifeline
@35

BEREAVEMENT
GROUPS

Lifeline Community Action will be running two
Bereavement Groups from September,

We Fave beeo armanng facilitatons in Becka and Trica,
supported by Bernadetts who vill rus seasionds on

cam] TUESDAYS
(255) 1.006m - 2-006m

Aftmr @ numiber of regueits for this vital sereice, we s
deslighted that thess compaicnals, caring and
rupirational ladie) son bringing this Service

ta Mewlon Aychife

E WEDNESDAYS
G000 - 7009

(- You mattar. Your feallngs matter,
T Wia're hare for you.
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PCC Calls on Employers to Make Road
Safety a Boardroom Priority as ‘Life is
Precious’ Campaign Hits The Road

Police and Crime Commissioner Joy Allen is calling on
employers across the country to make road safety a
boardroom priority as another County Durham transport
company takes the powerful Life is Precious message onto
Britain’s roads.

A newly wrapped trailer has been unveiled in partnership with
Newton Aycliffe-based Stiller Warehousing & Distribution Ltd
and Durham Constabulary’s Roads Policing Unit, taking vital
road safety messages directly to thousands of motorists.

It is the latest phase of the Life is Precious campaign, which
highlights the devastating consequences of the Fatal Four:
speeding, drink and drug driving, not wearing a seatbelt and
using a mobile phone behind the wheel.

Stiller becomes the second County Durham transport operator
to carry the campaign on its vehicles, following KATEM
Logistics Ltd last year.

The Commissioner now wants more employers, from
businesses running a handful of vans to major national fleet
operators, to follow their lead.

The call comes amid growing concern about substance misuse
and work-related road risk.

Department for Transport figures show the proportion of
commercial drivers involved in fatal or serious collisions who tested
positive for drink or drugs increased from 3% in 2015 to 11% in 2025,
while research on behalf of National Highways and RoadSafe found
nearly one in three road deaths involves a driving-for-work journey.
Police and Crime Commissioner Joy Allen, national joint lead for road
safety for the Association of Police and Crime Commissioners, said: “If
you drive for work, road safety is workplace safety. Employers have both
an opportunity and a responsibility to help prevent tragedy before it
happens.

“Every death on our roads leaves a family facing consequences that last
a lifetime. That is why Life is Precious is such an important campaign its
message is simple, powerful and impossible to argue with.

“I am delighted Stiller is helping us take that message across the country.

But | want this to go much further.

“Whether a business operates two vans or 200 HGVs, | want employers
asking themselves: are we doing everything we reasonably can to keep
our employees and everyone else using our roads safe?

“That means good driving-for-work policies, effective management of
risk and taking drink and drug misuse seriously. Stiller is demonstrating
what responsible employers can do through comprehensive workplace
testing covering its whole workforce.

“Road safety belongs in the boardroom as well as behind the wheel. |
want more businesses to become road safety ambassadors, join us and
help make these messages impossible to ignore. The more organisations
we bring with us, the more lives we can save.”

Stiller already operates a comprehensive drug and alcohol testing
programme covering employees at every level of the business.
Managing Director Brian Simpson said: “When we introduced testing,
drugs were the main issue we identified. From an insurance and due
diligence perspective, we knew we needed to take action.

“We now test all employees, not just drivers, right through to director
level. We carry out testing where there are concerns about impairment,
following workplace incidents and as part of our pre-employment
checks.

“Road safety is everyone’s responsibility and
we are proud to support the Life is Precious
campaign and help spread these important
messages.”

The Life is Precious campaign was created

by Mari Johnson following the deaths of her
mother, Elaine Sullivan, and stepfather, David
Daglish, from Seaham, on the A1(M) in 2021.
They were killed after a lorry driver, who had
repeatedly used his mobile phone in the lead-
up to the collision, crashed into their vehicle.
He was subsequently sentenced to eight years
and ten months in prison.

Commissioner Allen has made Safer Roads a
priority within her Police, Crime and Justice
Plan and is working locally and nationally to
prevent deaths and serious injuries through

a combination of education, employer
engagement and robust enforcement.

She is also encouraging employers to engage
with the National Higways Agency Driving for
Better Business programme to strengthen the
way they manage occupational road risk.

The Commissioner added: “Behind every road
death is a person, a family and a community.
That is why the message on these trailers
matters: Life is Precious. No journey, deadline,
phone call or delivery is worth somebody’s life.”
Picture Shows (L-R): Nicola Stavers, Policy and
Commissioning Officer for the Durham PCC’s
Office, Peter Tate, Strategic Casualty Reduction
Co-Ordinator for the Durham Road and Armed
Policing Unit, Brian Simpson, Managing
Director of Stiller and PCC Joy Allen.

(Photo credit to Chris Booth, BUSINESSIQ Magazine).
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BTCC Drivers Pay a Visit to S

BTCC drivers bring smiles to patients and staff at Darlington Memorial
Hospital.

Drivers and representatives from the Kwik Fit British Touring Car
Championship (BTCC) visited the hospital on Friday 4th September,
ahead of the championship’s race weekend at nearby Croft Circuit.

The visit gave drivers and team representatives an opportunity to spend
time with patients, visitors and staff, while recognising the work of teams
across County Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation Trust.

The afternoon began with a meet and greet in Hollies Restaurant, where
colleagues, patients and visitors were able to chat with the drivers, take
photographs and collect merchandise.

The group then visited Ward 31, Trauma and Orthopaedics, where
drivers spent time talking with patients and colleagues.

Among those they met was Dale Coulthard who revealed during

the conversation that his uncle is former Formula One driver David
Coulthard.

Despite the family connection to motorsport, Dale admitted he had not
previously followed the BTCC, although the drivers may have changed
that.

Dale said: “This really made my day. | wasn’t particularly into touring car
racing before, but | think they may have convinced me to give it a watch.
I may have found a new sport!

“I really appreciated the drivers taking the time to come into the hospital
and speak to patients. It was a lovely surprise and really brightened up
my day.”

After leaving Ward 31, the group headed to the hospital’s Pathology
Department, where colleagues gave them a detailed guided tour of the
service.

The team talked them through how the department operates, how
samples move through the service and are analysed, and even explained
the composition of blood and the information laboratory teams can
obtain from it to support diagnosis, treatment and monitoring.

Nicola McKeague, Blood Sciences Department Manager at County
Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation Trust, said:

“It was fantastic to welcome the British Touring Car Championship to
Darlington Memorial Hospital and to see the positive reaction from
patients and colleagues throughout the afternoon.

“The drivers and team representatives were incredibly generous with
their time and showed a genuine interest in the people they met and the
work taking place across the hospital.

“We were particularly pleased to welcome them into Pathology and give
them an insight into what happens behind the scenes. Our team put a
lot of work into the visit, talking through how the department operates,
how samples are processed and analysed, and some of the science
behind blood and the information it can provide to support patient care.
“It was a really enjoyable opportunity to showcase the work of our
colleagues, and we’re very grateful to everyone from the BTCC for taking
the time to visit us.”

Simon Melluish, BTCC Communications Director, said: “It was a privilege
to visit Darlington Memorial Hospital and spend time with patients and
staff.

“We came hoping to bring a bit of enjoyment to people’s day, but visits
like this are incredibly rewarding for us too. It was fascinating to see
some of the work that goes on behind the scenes and to meet so many
people who contribute to looking after patients.

“The welcome we received was brilliant and we’d like to thank everyone
at the hospital for having us.”

The visit took place ahead of the Kwik Fit British Touring Car
Championship at Croft Circuit on 5th and 6th September.
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Grow,

A Tree of Hope Beginssto
at Bishop Auckla

A special tree symbolising hope, strength and life has
begun to grow at Bishop Auckland Hospital — one
fingerprint at a time.

Dame Sue Snowdon has become the first patient to
add her fingerprint to a new wall mural at the
hospital’s Mara Unit, where she received
chemotherapy treatment.

The tree has been created as a visual representation
of the people cared for by the unit, with patients
invited to add their fingerprints to its branches as
leaves, gradually bringing the artwork to life.

Dame Sue began chemotherapy at the Mara Unit on
Christmas Eve and completed her treatment in June.
She was invited by the team to place the first fingerprint

on the tree and is now preparing to return to the unit as a
volunteer.

Dame Sue said: “It was a huge privilege to be asked to place
the first fingerprint, and | was thrilled to pieces.

“The cancer journey is tough. It’s very, very tough. There

are moments when you’re anxious and frightened, and then
you’re surrounded by kindness and love, and it lifts you.

“For me, this tree is about hope and life. It has strong roots
and shows strength and growth, and that’s what you must
draw upon during a journey like this.

“Even being here and looking at it, knowing how many other
people are going through something similar, | think that can
be really reassuring. As more patients add their fingerprints,
it will be wonderful to see it grow.”

Dame Sue, who recently retired after serving as His Majesty’s
Lord-Lieutenant of County Durham, also praised the care and
support she received from colleagues at the Mara Unit.

She added: “The care here has been exemplary. Everyone
takes the time to get to know you and you’re surrounded by
people who lift you up when you need it. | can’t say enough
about the team here.”

The idea for the mural came from colleagues within the
Mara Unit, who wanted to create something positive and
meaningful for patients receiving care there.

The artwork features three shades of green which patients
can choose from when adding their fingerprint, alongside
other details including a robin, which represents patients the
team has sadly lost.

Michelle Mitchinson, Chemotherapy Sister at the Mara Unit,
said: “We wanted to create something that reflects the
people who come through the Mara Unit and the strength
they show throughout their treatment.

“Cancer treatment can be an incredibly difficult and
emotional journey, but there is also so much support,
kindness and hope here. We hope the tree becomes a visual
reminder to patients that they aren’t going through that
journey alone.

“It was really special to have Sue add the very first fingerprint.
Over time, we hope to see the branches fill with the
fingerprints of our patients, with every one representing an
individual and their own story.”

Dame Sue is now hoping to give something back to the unit
which supported her through treatment by undertaking the
necessary training to become a volunteer.
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COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification
PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades - Data Recovery
Windows 11 Installation

MOBILITY SCOOTER
Wheelchair, Ramps,
Any Mobility Items
etc. Any Condition.

T. 07401 133439

Broadband Installation
Networking - Anti Virus
Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

Sewing Machine No Call Out Charge Within
i . Newton News Circulation area
Service & Repairs
Industrial or Domestic Contact ROb
aycliffecomputers @gmail.com
WE ARE NOT CONNECTED
CALL MAL ON TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER
07546 554010 BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence

GHS Crane Hire Limited trading as GHS Crane
Hire Ltd of 66 Close House, Bishop Auckland, Co
Durham, DL14 8RS is applying for a licence to
use Newton Aycliffe Truck Stop, 1 Spring Road,
Aycliffe Business Park, DL5 6AJ as an operating
centre for 1 goods vehicles and 0 trailers.
Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings)
near the operating centre(s) who believe that their
use or enjoyment of that land would be affected,
should make written representations to the Traffic
Commissioner at Quarry House, Quarry Hill,
Leeds, LS2 7UE, stating their reasons, within 21
days of this notice. Representors must, at the
same time, send a copy of their representations
to the applicant at the address given at the top of
this notice. A Guide to Making Representations
is available at www.gov.uk/object-hgv-operator-
licence.

1-10-2026

Ann Cook
(née Atherton)

Wife of the late
Peter, passed away
peacefully on the
26th August, aged
82. Funeral took
place on the 14th
September at Wear
Valley Crematorium.
Loving Mam to Pam
and Gary, Mother
in Law to David and
Julie, much loved
Nana to Owen,
Becky and Jade.
With special thanks
to the Co-op Funeral

Services, Celebrant
Carole Briggs,
The Bay Horse,

Middridge and family
and friends for
comfort and support.
‘Forever in our
hearts, Mam’.

FIRBANK

Jeffrey, of Newton
Aycliffe,  peacefully
in hospital on 16th
September, aged 79

years.
A much loved
Husband, Dad,

Grandad, Father-in-
Law and Brother.

Family and friends
please meet for a
service at Wear
Valley Crematorium
on Friday 9th
October at 3.30pm.

Syd Howarth mBE
21st October 1937 — 29th October 2018

Remembering with
love always, our dear
Father, Grandfather,
Great Grandfather and
a much-loved friend to
so many, on what would
have been his birthday.
Another year has
passed, yet the love we
have for you remains
as strong as ever. Time
may change the way
we remember, but it can
never lessen the place
you hold in our hearts.
We think of you in the quiet moments, in the
family stories and memories that are shared, and
in the little things that bring a smile and remind
us of you. Your kindness, humour, wisdom
and love remain a lasting part of all our lives.
We are so grateful for the years we had together
and for the countless memories that we treasure.
Although we would give anything to have you with
us still, we take comfort in knowing that your life
touched so many people and that your memory
lives on through all those who loved and knew
you.

Always loved, always remembered . . .

and forever missed.

Forever in the hearts of your loving family.

PUZZLE CORNER

Sudoku

Tomas Wooley
“Tom’

20th January 1947
- 10th September

Leslie Cairns

JOIN OUR TRIBE
SUBSCRIBE

22.10.2025
Our first year without

you, Les, and yes,

2 3
8 6 19
7 215
8 4 7
9 5 4
6 8 5
1| 8 7
4 | 8 9 2
2 1

2026 life has to go on, but
it will never be the
same.

Forever missed and
loved by your Wife
Ellen, Son Philip,
Daughter Andrea
and Grandsons Jack,
Sam and Harry.

Of Newton Aycliffe,
passed away at
Aycliffe Care Home.
Sadly missed by
Brothers and Family.
Funeral was held
on 28th September,
thanks to all who

attended.
HAVE YOU GOT
Rememberto  NEWS FOR DS
te” the advertiser in local stories featuring
d di ]
you found them in acghci‘:verr:wee\zl‘rlmst: gnérltc?r:fr;tijnngity

service. Email:
paul@newtonnews.co.uk

the Newton News

Why not join our
mailing list?

Receive your
copy of the

NEWTON
NEWS

direct to your inbox
To receive your
copy, simply email:
paul@
newtonnews.co.uk
to be added to the
mailing list
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SHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs - Emergency Door Opening
Mechanism Repair/Replace - Door Adjustment & Furniture

90% of Parts in Stock - 24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114 or 07748 044 808

www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

GUTTERING

FASCIAS SOFFITS
Roofing and
Roofline Specialists

/f?/;%\ Tel: 01325 255800

STEVENS AND SON or 07735 333297

 Fascias » Soffits  Guttering » Full Roofs e Flat Roofs
 Dry Ridge e Dry Verge ¢ UPVC Cleaning n

Roof Cleaning & Maintenance, Service, Gutters etc
Free Scaffold Supplied - Family Run Business e=-
ruilcer

www.stevensandsonroofing.co.uk <

Chegiabrade con

Storm Damage and Insurance Work Covered

HANNAN PLUMEBING & HEATING
e BOILER INSTALLATION SPECIALIST
e BOILERS WITH A 7 OR 10 YEAR

WARRANTY

¢ CENTRAL HEATING INSTALLATIONS

ALL ASPECT OF PLUMBING AND HEATING

FOR A FRIENDLY, RELIABLE SERVICE
AND A FREE ESTIMATE CALL LIAM ON

07792 286122

01325 321756

o
APPLIAN

» L)) »

WATERWAYS

PLUMBING SERVICES
www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

#Bathroom Design/Installation
#All plumbing work undertaken
4 Kitchen Installations

4 Repairs 4 Tiling

#No call out charge

4FREE Quotes & Power Flushing

For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338

waterways @talktalk.net

BT ®

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596
Mobile 07931 591381

P H A NN A
ROOFING
BOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Contact Peter on 07876 078577
New Roofs From £5500

Chimney Stacks - Slating - Ridge Tiles Replaced
Tiling - Flat Roofs - Pointing
Leadwork - Guttering
UPVC Facias and Soffits
Storm Damage - Velux Windows

LOCAL PLUMBER
Small Job Expert
Undertaking your small

jobs, the big companies
don’t want - from dripping
taps to broken toilets
NO CALL OUT CHARGE

Call Joe 07535 362 591

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs

Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing [g3ate
Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

AERIAL INSTALLATION

GUTTER
CLEANING
SERVICE

Gutters, Fascia and
Soffits cleaned.
Paul 07399 628345

RE-UPHOLSTERY

Suites and Chairs
New Foams & Springs
Large Pattern Range
Free Estimates & Advice

TEL: 01740 655908
After hours: 07775 535915

NEWAVE FURNITURE

‘Laundry Ladies’
Offering a wash,
dry and ironing

service (domestic or

commercial). Free
collection and drop
off included.

Tel 07928 768744 or

laundryladies16@gmail.com

‘Cleaning Angels’
For all your cleaning needs.
Commercial cleaning
available.

End of tenancy,

. . " cabins, office cleaning,
. - R ¥ Digital aerial installation and upgrades CCTV window cleaning (up to 8ft),
e et | ¥ T.V. Wall-Mounting ———— 15% OFF ironing service available.
| Foster Joinery Services | | - additional reoms wired ,, with this Competitive rates.
All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken ¥ Freesat/Sky and repairs | el advert Sanitising & Fogging
From inside the home: Doors, Skirting and Architrave, ¥ 3- 5year guarantee Find us on Facebook
Staircases and revamping what you already have, i e - Angela 07518798 595
Loft entrances and Loft Ladders. freasat m SkyHD BT
To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing. Quality Service, Quality Materials, Affordable Prices
) Plastering ] AYCLI FFE
No job too small - Can supply all materials Contact Luke: 07528 357642 or 01325 954194 CLEANING
Just ring 07748 967374 for a FREE quote
- —- SERVICES

DOUBLE
GLAZING
REPAIRS

wiwrw. pycwindowdoor. repair

07973 694458
01325 apaqzw

o Building ¢

* Decorating °

Established 1984
Apprenticeship Served

312024....

PART & FULL
HOUSE & GARAGE

CLEARANCES
UNDERTAKEN

07860 560295

“U” STORE

Aycliffe Business Park
Domestic and Industrial

storage. Open 6 days a
week. Inside & outside

storage containers from
£15 per week

TEL: 01325 317716
or 07850 646355

e Carpet and
Upholstery cleaning
* Leather cleaning
and repair
* Pressure washing
* Gutter clean & repair
* End of tenancy cleans
e Domestic and
Commercial cleaning
e Janitorial supplies
e Fully insured

07895 697115
01325 496939

Chec«%ét rade.com

Wihere reputation maters
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WWWASUPREME-TIMBER.CO.UK

Established 2005
v Car Chargers
v Fuse Box Replacement
v Extra Sockets & Lights
v Landlord Inspections
v Experienced Electrician
v Tidy & Reliable
v Free Quotes & Advice

v OAP Discounts
No Job Too Small
Give Richard a Call

07859 021039

- Fuse Board Upgrades -
- Rewires Full or Part - Lighting -
- Extra Sockets - Fault Finding -
- EV Chargers Installed -

- No Job Too Small - Free quotes -
- OAP Discounts -

Phone Justin on

01325 520526
07817 629535

justin@jr-gelectrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)
Website: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

ASK Services

Man + Van, Removal,
Delivery and lots more.
Contact Paul
07399 628345

YOU CALL
WE DELIVER

Single items or full loads

VAN & MAN HIRE
07923575364/ 07513590534

R.S.
REMOVALS

Single Items to
Full House Moves

Telephone:
07860 560295

MOVE/COLLECT
A THING

Items any size moved or
collected locally,
cheapest rates.

Garden/Houses Cleared

Call Evri John
07591 294166

Keep It Green v
Gardening & Tree Services 1'{..n.r

{3 Hedges Cutand Pruned

<% Trees Felled and Pruned

v All types of Rubbish Cleaned and Removed

s Block Paving, Gravelling, Decking, Concrate
<% Garden Walls & Fencing £ Pressure Washing
v Grass Cutting (Commercial/Domestic)

s Fully Reqgistered Waste Carrers, Licence Held

Tel: 01325 466859 - Mob: 07901 900521

FIND US ON

Google

K

07544 802052

www.awtreecare.co.uk

aw.treecare

Time Served Royal Horticultural Society Arborist
* Felling, Dismantling & Pruning * Hedge Cutting

* STUMP GRINDING AND REMOVAL
* Local Authority Approved Contractor
All Areas Covered - Free Quotations and Advice

Alexander Walker techarbora., ND Arb., SOC Arb
Fully Insured - Professionally Trained - Aycliffe Based

-
-

s @ARDEMSERV@ES

* FENCING

* PATIOS

* LAWNS

= « DECKING
_ S50 and MORE

Gardening

? Odd Jobs ey
My late wife told me, once, % [
she had received a letter from
the council stating she had a
dangerously overhanging bush. She said, “I didn't know
whether to get the shears out, or the scissors!”
If you are suffering from the same, or just need tree
pruning or general garden tidying or anything, just give
me a call and | will come around for a coffee and a chat
about what you need doing!

| Do Fences, | Also Do Jet Washing

Contact Richard 07832 136674
A Very Friendly Service

@
A.GARNER

FENCING & LANDSCAPES

est 15 years, For a FREE quote
professional advice. Call Alan

alpinelandscapes.co.uk on

Alan on 07974 710351 07908 793 010

Alpine Landscapes
Patios, Driveways, Fencing,
Decking, Gravel, Turfing,
Walls. All work guaranteed.
25 years experience,

SUPREME

TIMBER

01325 787 550 -

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work
Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking &
Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432
Mobile: 07765 374 905

GARDEN
SERVICES

Lawns Cut & Maintained
Hedges & Shrubs Cut Back or
Removed. Fences Replaced or
Repaired. Gravel Work/Borders

TEL 01325 318269

www.esproperty-estate.co.uk
Property Maintenance Services

LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE

ROSEWOOD
TREE WORK
Felled, Pruned, Hedges
Cut, Fencing, Gravel.
All aspects of
groundwork considered.
20% off for OAPs.
Tel 01325 319972
or 07740 999075

FREE
WELL ROTTED
MANURE

01325 312116
07526 387783

DECORATOR

Contact Steve
for a free estimate

S. Sowerby Decorators
All aspects interior & exterior catered for, large/small

Private Dwellings, Comnmercial, Shops, Offices,
Public House, Landlords and Estates Welcome |

Telephone: 07896 277593
Email: stevetopdecs@hotmail.co.uk _l

DRAGON
DECORATORS

All aspects of interior
& exterior decorating,

experier

“Checked & Vetted”. No
job too small,
free estimates.

Contact Colin on
07952 364426

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator
Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate

01325 483 697
or 07745 037 754

G. CROSSEN

PAINTER & DECORATOR
304447 - 07340 606402

Time Served - C&G - Established 1998

EBrushstrokes:
- Decorators

Free no obligation quotes and
advice from a time served
painter & decorator.
Interior & exterior work,
no job too small.

End of tenancy clean up for
andlord's. Gutters and fascias
cleaned from £60.
Wiscounts for 0AP & NHS staff

Tel 01325 312953




Newton News

AYCLIFEE & DISTRICT
BUS PRESERVATION

SPOOKTAKULAR
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UNDER 16s MUST BE
ACC{]MPAHIED B‘I’ M«I ADULT

5.30PM T0 9PM i
A FAMILY NIGHT OF

FUN AND HORROR!

WITH A SCARE WALK, HALLOWEEN THEMED DISCO,
CHILDREN'S TREATS FROM SHAKE N CAKE,
REFRESHMENTS, CAN BAR, SCARE BUS
AND MUCH MORE!
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HALLOWEEN | CHILDREN'S TREATS o b

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM
WWW.AYCLIFFERADIO.CO.UK/TICKETS
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~ HALLOWEEN PERFORMANCE BY
BISHOP AUCKLAND CGLLEGE .




