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All Aboard the Aycliffe 
Village Infant Play Area
Work steamed ahead on Monday 18th May as constructi on began on the long awaited 
Aycliff e Village Infant Play Area - a brand new stati on of fun designed especially for local 
children.
Just like a busy railway hub, the new play area has been carefully planned so every young 
passenger can hop on, join in, and enjoy the journey.
A Play Area Built for Litt le Travellers
Aimed at children aged 2 to 7, the new space will sit right beside the existi ng junior play 
area, creati ng a full ‘play line’ for families to explore.
The equipment has been chosen with inclusivity in mind, making sure as many children 
as possible can take part. Highlights include:
• A role play ti cket offi  ce where children can pretend to buy ti ckets, run the stati on, or
 send their friends on imaginary adventures
• A train themed climbing frame inspired by the nearby East Coast Main Line
• A brand new canti lever ‘birds nest’ swing, replacing the damaged one in the junior
 area and bringing back a much loved favourite
Fun Train Facts for Young Readers
To celebrate the progress, here are some playful railway themed facts to keep excitement 
on track:
• Trains and imaginati on go hand in hand - children oft en love trains because they
 spark stories about journeys, desti nati ons, and adventure.
• Climbing frames are like mini locomoti ves - they help build strength and confi dence,
 just like an engine powering up a hill.
• Swings feel like fl ying down the tracks - the back and forth moti on helps children
 develop balance, rhythm and coordinati on.
• Inclusive play is the real express route - when everyone can join in, friendships grow
 faster than a high speed train.
When Will the Play Area Open?
The fi nal touches are weather dependent, but Council Offi  cers are confi dent the new 
play area will be ready to welcome its fi rst young passengers by the fi rst week of June.

You can find 
Great Aycliffe 
Town Council 
on the following 
platforms:

BOOK ONLINE 
NOW

Scan or Visit:
great-aycliff e.xnlcloud.com/lhweb/en/public/home
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TICKETS ON SALE NOW

FRIDAY	 SATURDAY
Over 18s £8.00	 Over 18s: £20.00
	 Age 14-17: £17.00
FULL WEEKEND	 Age 5-13: £1.00
Over 18s: £27.00	 Under 5’s FREE



ARC TRAVEL LTD

07513 984798
info@arc-travel.co.uk
9 Seater Mini Bus available for 
airport transfers, concerts and 

other special events.
Our hassle free service will take 

you door to door in comfort, 
ring or email for details

André Edmundson
Clinical Dental Technician
New Dentures & Repairs
A fully qualiÞed Clinical Dental Technician 

André has over 35 years experience in denture design

GDC No. 129799

   DENTAL
   ViTSA

CLINICAL • TECHNICAL • EXPERIENCED • PROFESSIONAL

1 Norman Terrace, Chilton, DL17 0HF

01388 721284
kate@vitsa.co.uk                                       vitsa.co.uk                              
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Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

1407 Squadron held their Annual Formal Inspection, proudly hosting 
Sqn Ldr Burton (Deputy OC DNW), FS Waite (Inspecting NCO), and Mrs 
Rowell (Wing Civilian Committee Chair).
We are delighted to have been awarded a Bronze rating, with Silver well 
within reach for next year - a fantastic achievement and a testament to 
everyone’s hard work.
A special congratulations to WO Baguley, who was awarded her Long 
Service Medal in recognition of 12 years of continuous service to the 
RAFAC organisation - a truly outstanding achievement.
Congratulations to all the cadets involved - your dedication, effort and 
commitment do not go unnoticed.
A huge thank you as well to our staff team for their unwavering support 
over the past year, and for everything still to come.
At the Durham & Northumberland Wing Cross Country competition Cdt 
Smith was placed second in his category, and FS Socha, who achieved 
3rd place in his. At the Inter Squadron Volleyball Competition Newton 
Aycliffe came out as winners.

1407 Squadron
Annual Inspection

Tel: 01325 300 605                 
www.aycliffetowncentre.co.uk

At ‘Just The Perfect Gift’ you’ll discover 
cards for every occasion, scented gifts 
including handmade sizzlers, cuddly toys 
including the Jelly Cat range, scarves, 
jewellery, and more! 

Plus personalised gifts ranging from 
coasters to canvas prints; keyrings to 
phone cases; mugs to wine bottles.

JUST THE PERFECT PLACE FOR 
GREETINGS CARDS AND GIFTS
There’s a new shop opening on Beveridge Way  

in Aycliffe town centre where you will find  
that perfect gift for family and friends. 

Visit our shop on Beveridge Way
in Aycliffe town centre, where
you will find the perfect gift.

New gift ideas arriving regularly.

A wide selection
of personalised
gifts suitable
for all ages

SHUTTERS
& BLINDS
by Graham Watson
Over 20 Years Experience

All types of Blinds & Shutters
Supplied and Fitted

Never beaten on quality
Never knowingly beaten on price

Telephone:
07917 230960

shuttersandblinds.gw@gmail.com
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Durham Brass Festival’s Big and Little Brass Bashes are going on tour 
again this year, bringing free concerts to towns and communities across 
County Durham.
With new locations as well as firm fan favourites, organisers Durham 
County Council have promised a party at every location.
In an exciting line up, residents can enjoy performances from the likes 
of Loud Noises, Back Chat Brass, Girlesque, Oompah Brass, Artistas del 
Gremio, Mr Wilson’s Second Liners, Diddy Sweg, Yorky Pud Street Band, 
Brazen Brass Band and She’s Got Brass.
Cllr Karen Allison, Durham County Council’s Cabinet member for leisure, 
tourism, regeneration and high street, said: “Our Big and Little Brass 
Bashes are a household name for Durham Brass Festival and very 
popular with our communities, so we’re excited to bring the party back 
for 2026.
“As we celebrate 20 years of Durham Brass Festival, we’ve tried to bring 
the Brass Bashes out to even more communities, with gigs being held in 
some areas for the very first time. 
“We’ve got some great events planned for this year, so would encourage 
everyone to come along and join the party.”
This year’s Brass Bashes will be at:
•	 Quarrington Hill Little Brass Bash - Monday 13th July, 6pm to 8pm,
	 Quarrington Hill Community Centre.
•	 Shildon Little Brass Bash (collaboration with Durham Music Service’s
	 Momentum project) - Monday 13th July, 6pm to 9pm, Locomotion.
•	 Barnard Castle Little Brass Bash - Tuesday 14th July, 6pm to 8pm, The
	 Witham.
•	 Crook Little Brass Bash - Tuesday 14th July, 6pm to 8pm, Crook
	 Community Leisure.
•	 Willington Big Brass Bash - Wednesday 15th July, 6pm to 9pm,
	 Town Park.
•	 Bishop Auckland Little Brass Bash - Wednesday 15th July, 6pm to
	 8pm, Auckland Palace Courtyard.
•	 Coxhoe Little Brass Bash - Thursday 16th July, 6pm to 8pm, Village
	 Green (Pit Wheel).
•	 Spennymoor Big Brass Bash - Thursday 16th July, 6pm to 9pm,
	 Jubilee Park.
•	 Seaham Big Brass Bash - Friday 17th July, 6pm 9pm, Terrace Green.
•	 Newton Aycliffe Big Brass Bash - Friday 17th July, 6pm to 9pm,
	 Aycliffe Town Park.
Tickets are also on sale for Durham Brass Festival’s full line up of 
concerts and performances.
Highlights include Viva Brass Vegas, a dynamic collaboration between 

Brass Bash Locations Confirmed
for Durham Brass Festival 2026

Oompah Brass XXL - the UK’s original rock ’n’ 
roll brass band - and crossover tribute band 
ELVANA. 
At Durham Cathedral, the most iconic movie 
scores will be brought to life as the EverReady 
Band brings its new programme, Myth, Magic 
& More.
Brassed On is back for its third year, with 
emerging North East artists Dilettante and 
Isabel Maria playing alongside Peterlee’s Vice 
Killer at Gala Durham. 
Hector Gannet returns to Durham Brass 
Festival, ready to play tracks from its new 
album in the setting of Redhills Durham Miners 
Hall, accompanied by the Durham Miners’ 
Association Brass Band.
Following its hugely popular debut at Bishop 
Auckland Town Hall last year, the Tyne 
Valley Big Band returns to bring tea dances 
to Easington Colliery, Pelton and Bishop 
Auckland. Joining the band at Pelton are The 
Revolutionaires.  
And, as the film Brassed Off celebrates its 30th 
anniversary, Grimethorpe Colliery Band will be 
playing a standalone concert at Gala Durham. 
The festival will culminate with the return 
of the Brass Boat Cruises in Durham City, 
alongside the iconic Streets of Brass and Party 
in the Park.
For more information about the festival, and to 
book tickets for events, visit:
www.brassfestival.co.uk
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Private Chapels of Rest and Funeral Plans

� e truly independent family
company caring for your needs

T: 01325 318600
(24 hour)
Surtees House, Hilton Road, Newton Aycli� e DL5 6EN

Candlelite
Music Club
NOT TO BE MISSED

On Wednesday 17th June at The Navy Club, 
Newton Aycliffe DL5 7PW the fabulous ‘Hayley 
Sisters’ plus support from ‘Ray Thom’.
For tickets please ring Margaret on 
01325 319857 or Diane on 07756 298453.

Aycliffe Village 
WI Events
Coffee n Chat
Our Coffee n Chat will be on Wednesday 10th 
June between 2.00pm and 3.00pm at Aycliffe 
Village Hall. Everyone is welcome to come 
along for a drink and a chat in a very friendly 
and relaxed atmosphere. You don’t have to be 
a member of the WI and we look forward to 
seeing new faces. 
Visit to Durham Oriental Museum and 
Botanical Gardens
Members of Aycliffe Village WI will be visiting 
Durham’s Oriental Museum and Botanical 
Gardens on Saturday 13th June. 
June events for our members include our 
annual BBQ, Book Club, St Clare’s Craft Group 
and monthly collection for our local Food Bank. 
And, finally, members had a fabulous afternoon 
tea on the Tanfield Railway in glorious sunshine 
and style. 

Scarlet Whitaker Dunn, the 
Newton Aycliffe based Junior 
Pro-kart racer, competed 
in round 3 of the Teesside 
Sprint Series held at Teesside 
Autodrome on Sunday 17th 
May.
Scarlet was competing in the 
ultra competitive Junior Pro-kart 
class, which saw an impressive 
grid of 24 entrants.
The racing was incredibly close 
as usual, but poor fortune in 
the heat races resulted in both 
disappointment for Scarlet and 
damage to her kart for the team 
to repair. This meant that she 
would start the meeting final in a sub-optimal 18th place.
Scarlet was making a good recovery drive in the meeting final and 
managed to get herself up to 12th place, only to be punted off the circuit 
by a fellow competitor who made a clumsy attempt to overtake her.
She rejoined the race, but insufficient laps remaining prevented her from 
regaining what she had lost.
All of Scarlet’s races (Junior Pro-Kart no7) at Teesside this season will be 
live streamed on the circuits YouTube channel, which can be found by 
searching tsk-media on YouTube.
R4 20-21 June			   R5/6 25-26 July
R7 26-27 Sept			   R8/9 24-25 October
We would like to thank Amaron Racing, PHM (Peninsula Historic 
Motorsport), Carbon Arc Training and Consultancy, Grandad Ron and Rob 
Storey for their generous assistance and financial support making this 
possible
To support Scarlet in her journey please email:
mail@amandawhitaker.com - every little helps.

Rotten Luck for Scarlet!

Menopause Support 
Group
Join our friendly face to face support group where we get together to 
chat, share experiences, feel understood and support each other in a 
safe and welcoming space.
Whether you are struggling with symptoms, feeling overwhelmed or 
simply want to connect with other ladies who ‘get it’ - you are most 
welcome!
No booking required - just pop along on Thursday 4th June 2026 at 
6.00pm at PCP, Carer’s Way, Newton Aycliffe, DL5 4SF
Contact Jules Howe, WBFL Team, for further info on 07809 342192.
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When I became Police and Crime Commissioner, 
I made a clear commitment to tackle not 
only crime itself, but the root causes driving 
offending, addiction, anti-social behaviour and 
repeat victimisation.
That commitment sits firmly at the heart of my 
Police, Crime and Justice Plan 2025–2029 and 
my ambition to build communities that are safer, 
stronger and more resilient to alcohol and drug-
related crime and disorder.  
It was this determination that led me to 
establish the Criminal Justice Policy Roundtable, 
bringing together policing, prisons, probation, 
health, housing, universities, charities and 
people with lived experience, to confront some 
of the biggest failings and pressures within our 
criminal justice system.
The Roundtable was never designed to be 
a talking shop. It was created to challenge 
outdated thinking, drive practical reform and 
identify evidence-led solutions that cut crime, 
reduce reoffending and better protect victims 
and communities.  It was meant to add value 
to the excellent partnership working that exists 
around the Local Criminal Justice Board that I 
Chair. 
Because the reality is stark: we cannot arrest our 
way out of addiction. Across the country, courts 
are overwhelmed, prisons are overcrowded, 
and reoffending rates remain far too high. 
Meanwhile, communities continue to suffer the 
consequences of repeat offending, acquisitive 
crime, anti-social behaviour, violence and 
exploitation linked to drugs and alcohol.
Behind many offences lie deeper problems, 
addiction, trauma, mental ill-health, 
homelessness, domestic abuse and social 
exclusion. If we fail to address those drivers, 
we simply trap people in a revolving door of 
offending, custody and crisis while communities 
continue to pay the price.
The Roundtable examined these issues head-on.

Breaking the Cycle:
Why prevention and rehabilitation are critical to safer communities

One major focus was women in the criminal justice system. Many women 
who offend are themselves victims of abuse, exploitation and trauma. 
Short prison sentences often fail to rehabilitate and instead worsen 
instability, break family ties, and increase the risk of reoffending.  
The report calls for stronger trauma-informed support, earlier 
intervention, improved diversion schemes and community-based 
alternatives that tackle the causes of offending while maintaining 
accountability and protecting the public.  
Housing and homelessness were also identified as major drivers of repeat 
offending.
People leaving prison without stable accommodation are far more likely 
to relapse into addiction, become involved in crime again or fall into 
exploitation and rough sleeping.  
That is why the Roundtable recommended stronger “through-the-
gate” support and far better coordination between housing, probation, 
healthcare and treatment services.  
The discussions also highlighted the enormous impact addiction has on 
crime and anti-social behaviour.
Around half of acquisitive crime is linked to drugs, while addiction 
continues to fuel violence, disorder and repeat offending.
The Roundtable explored innovative approaches including Drug Testing 
on Arrest, recovery-focused treatment pathways and diversion schemes 
designed to break the cycle of addiction and crime before more victims 
are created.  
None of this is about being soft on crime. It is about being smarter, 
tougher and more effective in reducing crime long-term. Every prevented 
relapse, every avoided reoffence and every person successfully supported 
into recovery means fewer victims, fewer crimes and safer streets.
The Criminal Justice Policy Roundtable was created to drive action, 
influence national debate and deliver practical change that improves 
public safety and strengthens communities.
And, this report is only the beginning. You can read the full Policy 
Roundtable Evaluation Report and explore the recommendations in more 
detail by scanning the QR code below or by contacting:
general.enquiriespcc@durham-pcc.gov.uk

PCP AGM
This year the Pioneering Care 
Partnership (PCP) is holding its Annual 
General Meeting on Thursday 23rd 
July 2026, 11.00am at the Pioneering 
Care Centre, Carer’s Way, Newton 
Aycliffe, DL5 4SF.
For over 28 years, health and 
wellbeing charity, PCP, has proudly 
delivered high quality accessible 
projects and activities aimed at 
improving health, providing access to 
services and reducing social isolation.
As well as managing the Pioneering Care Centre in Newton Aycliffe, 
thriving Growth Hubs in Seaham and Stockton - PCP delivers a wide range 
of projects across the North East supporting the charity’s mission of 
‘Health, Wellbeing and Learning for All’. 
If you would like to meet the Board of Trustees or hear our Chief 
Executive highlight some of PCP’s key achievements, please contact Kelly 
on email: kelly.fletcher@pcp.uk.net by Friday 3rd July 2026.
For further information on PCP call 01325 321234, email: enquiries@pcp.
uk.net or visit: www.pcp.uk.net
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www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF  •  01388 772671  Also 
available in leather

ELECTRIC and MANUAL
R EC L IN E R  SU I T E S

Park right outside our showroom 
and shop at your leisure!

OVER 20 IN STOCK
FOR

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

Established 1980 - Local Company
Supply & Installation of

Windows, Doors, Patio & French Doors,
Lightweight Tiled Roofs

We also complete all types of remedial
works to existing frames - failed units,

window and door locks.

Contact us 01325 321301
to arrange an appointment or email us on

sales@starlightwindows.co.uk

Woodham Academy’s netball programme has been thriving, with 
students recently taking part in two memorable trips that showcased 
both their passion for the sport and their excellent conduct.
The first trip saw students travel to watch an exciting live fixture 
between the Leeds Rhinos Netball and Nottingham Forest Netball. It was 
a closely contested and thrilling game, providing a fantastic opportunity 
for students to experience high-level netball and gain inspiration from 
elite athletes in action.
The second trip took students to PGL Boreatton Park in Shrewsbury for 
the annual netball tour. The event was a great success, both on and off 
the court. Woodham Academy’s Year 7/8 team and a Year 9 team both 
proudly secured bronze medals. Students on the trip also took part in 
activities including zip wire, laser tag, rifle shooting and abseiling. 
Beyond their sporting achievements, all students represented 
Woodham Academy with pride. Their positive attitudes, teamwork and 
sportsmanship were evident throughout both trips, making them a real 
credit to the school.

Thriving Netball Community 
Service?
Dear Sir, 
I am writing regarding the community service 
teams that regularly visit the boating lake in 
Ashfield, Newton Aycliffe. 
Over several weekends, I have observed groups 
in the area supposedly carry out cleaning work. 
However, very little appears to be done. On 
most occasions, only a small amount of litter is 
collected, while some individuals spend time 
sitting or lying in the sun instead of working. 
What I witnessed recently was particularly 
unacceptable. One man urinated against the 
school fence in full view of nearby homes, 
including my window. This behaviour is 
completely inappropriate and disrespectful. 
I was always under the impression that 
community service was intended to give 
something back to the community through 
meaningful work. What I witnessed raises 
questions about the level of supervision and 
the value taxpayers are receiving. 
To add to my concerns, I noticed the team 
van leave at around 10am and return 
approximately twenty minutes later, which 
appeared to be for a break. Most working 
people are expected to earn their breaks 
through productive work. 
I hope the relevant authorities will review how 
these community service activities are being 
managed and ensure proper standards are 
maintained. 
An Angry Pensioner 
Name and address supplied.
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On April 28th, 1936, in the historic border town of Berwick-upon-Tweed, 
a life began that would come to be defined by resilience, devotion and 
quiet strength. Born to May and Fred Trowbridge, Doreen Trevor (née 
Trowbridge) grew up surrounded by the bustle of family life alongside 
her brother and sisters - an upbringing that would shape her lifelong 
commitment to those she loves.
It was in Berwick that fate intervened. A young soldier named Mick - 
Michael Trevor - was stationed in the area when the two met. Their 
connection quickly blossomed into a lifelong partnership and, in June 
1957, they were married, beginning a journey that would span decades.
The early years of their marriage saw them settle in Darlington, initially 
living with Mick’s parents. By 1959, they had moved to Newton Aycliffe, 
where their family life truly took root. Their first daughter, Susan, was 
soon joined by Keith and Ann, and Doreen embraced motherhood with 
unwavering dedication. Today, her family has grown to include four 
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren, a legacy that reflects the 
love and care she has poured into every generation.
Beyond her role as a mother and grandmother, Doreen carved out 
her own path. She had a fondness for knitting, a hobby that reflected 
both her patience and creativity. She was also a keen sports fan - rarely 
missing a football match - and enjoyed the simple pleasure of a good 
game of bingo.
Her working life was equally industrious. Starting at the Fine Fare 
supermarket in Newton Aycliffe, Doreen later worked part-time at the 
Oak Tree off-licence. Her strong work ethic saw her continue in retail 
well into her later years, only retiring at the remarkable age of 79.
Thirteen years ago, Doreen faced the loss of her beloved Mick. Yet, even 
in grief, her strength endured. She took it upon herself to maintain his 
pride and joy, the garden, tending to it with the same care and devotion 
that defined their life together. To this day, her flowerpots remain a 
source of pride, a quiet tribute to love that continues to grow.
When asked the secret to her long and fulfilling life, Doreen’s answer is 
simple, yet profound: “Be there for your family and never give up.” It is a 
philosophy she has lived by and one that shines through in every chapter 
of her story.
Her 90th birthday was celebrated in fitting style, with a joyful surprise 
party surrounded by those she holds dear. Family travelled from far and 
wide including Germany, Scotland, London, Carlisle, Birmingham and 
Manchester - joining local friends and loved ones to honour a woman 
whose life has touched so many.
At 90, Doreen Trevor stands as a testament to resilience, love, and the 
enduring power of family. Her story is not just one of years lived, but of a 
life truly cherished.

A Life in Full Bloom
Celebrating 90 Years of Doreen Trevor

Fibromyalgia
PEER SUPPORT GROUP

Please join us at our new group venue at: Glow 
Church, Long Tens Way, Aycliffe, DL5 6AP.  
We meet every Monday afternoon from 12.30-
1.30pm - with the coffee shop alongside for 
refreshments.
This is a safe, supportive space, where you can 
connect, share and find real understanding 
from others attending. 
No need to book - just pop along, anyone can 
attend with you (partner, friend, carer).
Contact number is: 07543 477773.

A Busy Month
The squadron has had a very successful month 
of activities and is now seeing cadets getting 
away on camps across the region. 
Cadets from 1407 (Newton Aycliffe) Squadron 
Air Training Corps enjoyed a great climbing 
session at ROF 59 Climbing Centre, building 
confidence, teamwork and resilience, while 
taking on new challenges.
Six of our cadets have finally completed their 
expedition aspect of their Bronze DofE - and 
are already on track to have their award done 
entirely! 
This was a great weekend for them for team 
building, navigation and overall being in the 
outdoors; many of these cadets are looking 
forward to try and complete their Silver Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award in the future.
1407 Squadron attended Durham & 
Northumberland Wing’s annual Wing 
Adventure Training Challenge and were proud 
to come away with the overall win.
Competing across walking, archery, mountain 
biking, first aid and orienteering, the team 
put in a fantastic performance throughout the 
weekend, achieving full marks in both walking 
and orienteering.
The challenge tested teamwork, leadership, 
resilience and problem solving, and every 
member of the team represented the squadron 
brilliantly from start to finish.
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ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

Fault Finding / Repairs Qualifi ed Electrician
Extra Lights and Sockets Reliable Service
New Fuse Boards / Alarms Tidy Work
Rewires   Free Quote
Landlord Inspections  Satisfaction Guaranteed

Ultimate Home Services
Kitchens Supplied & Fitted

Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted
- Free Quotations -

Call Stuart
01325 311838

or 07508 072119
www.ultimatehomeservices.co.uk

Dr Alasdair 
MacSween 
Physiotherapy
and Acupuncture
30 years experience, 
specialising in Chronic 
Pain.
Clinic appointments in Heighington, 
or online consultations available.
Tel: 07356 019020
Email: info@resolvephysio.uk
Web: resolvephysio.uk

FOLLOW US ON
SIMPLY SEARCH newton-news

Newton News

Constructed 
from durable 
Douglas fir and 
carefully designed 
to mirror the 
distinctive shape, 
craftsmanship 
and seafaring 
heritage of 
vessels used 
during the 
Viking age, the 
enormous timber 
structure is 
already emerging 
as one of the 
defining visual 
features of the new attraction. Due to its immense scale, the full-size 
Viking longboat is being assembled in two separate sections before being 
joined together on site, where it will ultimately form the dramatic and 
highly immersive entrance into Land of the Vikings - one of the flagship 
experiences within the ambitious new live-action day park. 
The Viking-themed world has been created to transport visitors deep 
into the heart of Norse culture and storytelling. Combining richly 
detailed scenery with theatrical spectacle, the attraction will feature 
an immersive walk-through Viking settlement designed to recreate the 
atmosphere of a bustling Norse community. Guests will then experience 
a large-scale seated live show with capacity for 1,250 people, blending 
cinematic storytelling with high-energy performance. The production 
will feature choreographed combat sequences, large-scale stunts, 
fire effects, live action and an original storyline centred on a Viking 
settlement torn apart by internal divisions, rival loyalties and escalating 
conflict. 
Land of the Vikings forms part of Kynren - The Storied Lands, a major 
new visitor destination that combines live performance, historically 
themed environments and immersive storytelling experiences in a 
format organisers say is unlike anything currently offered elsewhere in 
the UK. The attraction aims to bring history to life on an unprecedented 
scale, combining theatrical spectacle with detailed world-building to 
create a fully immersive day-park experience for visitors of all ages. 
The new development has been created by the team behind the award-
winning Kynren - An Epic Tale of England, the acclaimed outdoor live-
action show that has become one of the North East’s most successful 
visitor attractions. Kynren - The Storied Lands is set to open in Bishop 
Auckland this summer, with anticipation continuing to build ahead of the 
launch and tickets now officially on sale.

Kynren’s New Land
of the Vikings
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Another New Service . . .
Plan Prints (A2, A1, A0)
	 Scanned, Copied and/or Printed
	 Posters, Display Boards, Table Plans 
	 Flags, Banners, Signage

Contact Stuart - Telephone: 01325 300212
Email: stu@newtonpress.net

The 16th annual Model Railway Exhibition, organised by Rotary Great 
Aycliffe, has once again proven to be a resounding success - raising a 
total of £1800 in support of local charitable causes. 
A key portion of the proceeds, £600, was dedicated to supporting three 
vital local hospices: Butterwick Hospice Care, St. Teresa’s Hospice, 
and St. Cuthbert’s Hospice. These organisations provide essential care 
and support to individuals and families across the region, making the 
contribution especially meaningful. 
On Wednesday 22nd April, Rotary Great Aycliffe Senior Vice President, 
Malcolm Masterman, personally delivered the cheques during a 
whirlwind tour of South West Durham, visiting each hospice to present 
the donations in person. 
Reflecting on the day, Malcolm said: “That has been one of the most 
satisfying days of all my years in Rotary.” 
Representatives from each of the hospices expressed their sincere 
gratitude for the donations, emphasising how much the support means 
to their ongoing work. They also asked for their heartfelt thanks to be 
passed on to all Rotary members and everyone involved in making the 
exhibition such a success. 
The continued success of the Model Railway Exhibition highlights both 
the generosity of the local community and the dedication of Rotary 
volunteers, whose efforts help make a real difference to important local 
services year after year.

Rotary Raise £1800 for Local Charities
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Bin collections are one of those small household tasks that can 
quickly become frustrating. Different coloured bins, alternating 
weeks and ever-changing bank holiday schedules mean many 
households still find themselves rushing outside after hearing 
the lorry halfway down the street. A new North East-based 
service called BinPing is aiming to solve that problem with 
a simple reminder system, designed around local council 
collection data.
BinPing, which officially launched in May 2026, provides 
residents with weekly email reminders and optional text alerts 
ahead of their scheduled collections. The system works by 
accessing publicly available information published by local 
authorities and automatically tracking collection schedules, 
including any amendments caused by bank holidays or service 
changes.
The platform was created by Adam, owner of Newton Aycliffe-
based technology business Heüvel, after repeatedly forgetting 
to put his own bins out. What began as a personal coding 
project soon attracted attention from friends and family, who 
began using the early system themselves.
Over time, the idea evolved from a simple personal tool into 
a more structured platform. Around a year ago, a closed pilot 
scheme was quietly rolled out across County Durham to test 
how residents would respond to the service. Following strong 
uptake and positive feedback during the trial period, the 
decision was made to officially launch BinPing to the public this 
spring.
Speaking about the idea behind the project, Adam said: “It 
started as a bit of a running joke because I was constantly 
forgetting which bin was due out and when. Once friends and 
family started asking to use it as well, I realised there was a 
genuine gap for something simple that just quietly works in the 
background and saves people the hassle.”

The service is currently live across County Durham and 
Darlington, with North Yorkshire expected to join the rollout 
pipeline in the coming weeks. Long term, the ambition is 
significantly wider, with plans to eventually support councils 
and counties across the UK.
The launch also comes at a time when many households are 
preparing for changes to waste collection services, including 
the continued rollout of food waste collections and additional 
recycling separation requirements, expected across parts of 
the UK during 2026. The system itself has been developed by 
Heüvel, the Newton Aycliffe-based digital agency behind the 
project, which typically delivers complex websites, systems and 
integrations for hospitality businesses across the UK. BinPing 
has been developed alongside the agency’s growing client 
work as a side project, with the team now keen to see how far 
the platform can grow following its public launch.
Although the system currently relies on publicly available data 
supplied through council websites, the longer-term ambition 
is to work more directly with local authorities themselves. 
The aim would be to create deeper integrations that could 
help reduce missed collections, improve communication with 
residents and provide more accurate real-time updates when 
schedules change.
Adam added: “At the moment, the system works using publicly 
available information supplied by councils, but longer term 
we’d like to create more robust direct integrations where 
possible. The whole point of BinPing is that people shouldn’t 
need to keep checking council websites, calendars or collection 
pages - it should just quietly work in the background and keep 
people informed automatically.”
BinPing offers free weekly email reminders, with optional SMS 
alerts available for users who want a notification the evening 
before collection day.

We’re live in Newton Aycliffe.
Sign up for free. 
Bin schedules are weirdly hard. Different colours, different weeks, 
bank holidays that shift everything. We pull the timetable straight 
from your council and send a friendly weekly email reminder — with 
optional text alerts the evening before collection.*

1 We’ll find your council, collection days and bin colours automatically 
through our smart portal.

Register with your postcode

2 Weekly email reminders are completely free, or upgrade to SMS 
alerts for a reminder the evening before collection.

Pick your alerts

3 We’ll send a friendly weekly email every Sunday, or a handy SMS alert 
the night before collection.

Sleep easy

Bin day - sorted.

21:32 Tue

BP BinPing

Recycling Bin Collection Tomorrow!
Don’t forget to put your Recycling Bin 
our this evening for collection.

I’ve never missed a bin day with BinPing!

I upgraded so I can so I could get a text to my phone.

I feel on top of my recycling, for once.

*Weekly email reminders are free and sent every Sunday with your collection schedule for the week 

ahead. Evening-before SMS alerts are available as an optional paid subscription.

signup 
herea

A

Council Bin Collection Data App
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The Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh’s Award students at Woodham Academy 
completed their first practice hike on Saturday 2nd May.
Students practiced their navigation and First Aid skills on the 10-mile 
hike. They have been working very hard in the training sessions since 
September, so it was great to see them building their confidence out in 
the countryside too. Whilst route finding didn’t always go to plan, there 
was lots to be learned about map reading. We were very lucky to be able 
to appreciate the lovely weather and our surroundings, including the 
bluebells in the woods and meeting various animals along our route.
There were some aching feet and shoulders at the end of the day, 
as this was the first time many of the students had completed a hike 
whilst carrying a signification amount of kit. The students displayed 
brilliant teamwork, were polite to staff and public, considerate of the 
environment and maintained such a positive attitude, even when the 
going got a bit tough.
Several students have already completed their Volunteering, Skill and 
Physical sections of the Award too, so are well on their way to achieving 
their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. Well done to everyone for your 
progress so far.

Woodham DofE

Newton Aycliffe WI
On our most recent WI meeting we had an excellent presentation of the 
history, funding and life saving services carried out by the RNLI, which 
has been operational for over two centuries.
Our next meeting on 9th June will be a craft social evening and our 
June excursion will be to Helmsley Market and the Flower Belt, where 
members can enjoy the beautiful colours of old English wild flowers, 
refreshing drinks and baked treats at The Honey Tap café and take in the 
views over the glorious North Yorkshire countryside.
As a WI member, you can have access to the events catalogue from 
WI House, including early evening walks, coffee mornings, cookery 
demonstrations, lunches and coach trips, all at reasonable prices to suit 
your budgets.
We meet on the second Tuesday of each month at 7pm in the Methodist 
Church at Neville’s Parade. We have speakers on varied topics, craft 
evenings, auctions and parties. 
There is no need to be lonely as a WI member. Come and join our 
friendly and welcoming Newton Aycliffe WI. All women are welcome.
If you have any questions or queries, please contact our President 
Christine Robinson on 07981 992686.

What Does a 
Former MP Do?
There has been so much happening in my world 
in the last month that I thought it was worth 
putting pen to paper. Firstly, can I thank those 
residents who were kind enough to donate toys 
and clothes for me to donate to a care home in 
Zambia. I was fortunate enough to be passing 
through Zambia, enroute to a wedding, and 
being able to take your donations to the care 
home was a wonderful experience. The Sisters 
that run the care home are truly inspirational. 
Then, not long after returning home, I had the 
immense pleasure of attending the Aycliffe 
Business Park Community ‘Make Your Mark’ 
awards. My congratulations to the Winners, 
Nominees and all involved on the night. I 
have attended many times and this is one of 
my favourite nights of the year, with so many 
people celebrating the many outstanding 
people and businesses we have in Aycliffe, it 
was both surprising and disappointing that my 
successor failed to turn up. Our businesses 
deserve and need his engagement.  
As I have more time on my hands now, I was 
able to support the Northumbria Blood Bikes 
in their 360 challenge which involves riding a 
motorbike around their region in one day, this 
was a 275 mile trip, but I raised over £500, 
so well worth it. I also supported Durham 
University in their examinations by being a 
‘Board’ member for students to present to, 
always great to see young people growing. 
I will finish by saying how pleased I was to see 
Nev Jones found not guilty to the charges made 
by the Police. Nev and Jo have done so much 
for our town over the years and hopefully they 
will feel able to get back to what they do best.
I had a great relationship with the Police when 
I was MP and it has been difficult to watch this 
play out, but it concerns me that they could 
apply so much time and resource to something 
that ultimately proved to be a false charge by 
themselves when there are so many pressing 
concerns for residents, not least shoplifting in 
our town centre. Let’s hope they can reflect 
and focus efforts where they should be. 
I am also doing work with a policy group called 
True North that is cross party and advocates for 
all of us in the true north, which we define as 
being from about Teesside up, not Leeds and 
Manchester as Westminster seem to think. So, 
if anyone has any contributions they wish to 
make, please get in touch at paul.howell.xmp@
gmail.com - It would be great to hear from you.

FOLLOW US ON
SIMPLY SEARCH newton-news

Newton News
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A team of police officers, special constables and staff are taking on the 
National Three Peaks Challenge for charity. 
The hike takes in the three highest peaks in Scotland, England and Wales - 
Ben Nevis, Scafell Pike and Snowdon - and covers a distance of around 23 
miles, with 3,000 metres of elevation. 
Participants aim to complete the challenge in 24 hours. 
The 20-strong team, which includes officers from Durham Roads and Armed 
Policing Unit (DRAP), Durham Special Constabulary and the force’s Media 
Team, will begin the challenge on the evening of Thursday 18th June in 
Scotland, and aim to finish the following evening in Wales. 
The team are raising money for the baby loss charity, 4Louis, which works to 
support anyone affected by a miscarriage, stillbirth or the death of a baby or 
child. 
The challenge will also raise awareness of the Fatal Four, which are the four 
main factors that contribute to deaths on the UK’s roads. They are speeding, 
driving under the influence of drugs or alcohol, not wearing a seatbelt and 
mobile phone use. 
DRAP Sergeant Steve Adey, who is organising the challenge, said: “Many of 
the officers taking part in this challenge are specialist roads policing officers, 
who are dedicated to keeping the roads safe for everyone. All too often, 
they have to deal with collisions which involve one or more of the fatal four 
and must deliver the horrendous news to a family that their loved one has 
been seriously hurt, or worse, killed. 
“Sadly, a number of these involve children, who are one of the most 
vulnerable road users. Six children are killed or seriously hurt on the UK’s 
roads every day, which is the equivalent of a whole class of children every 
week - these figures are utterly heartbreaking and completely unacceptable. 
Through this challenge, we hope to raise awareness of the fatal four and the 
devastation they can cause, while also raising funds for 4Louis, to provide 
much-needed support to anyone affected by child loss.” 
The charity is particularly close to Sergeant Adey’s heart after his daughter, 
Primrose, tragically died just a week before her second birthday in 2019. 
All money raised from the challenge will go towards 4Louis’ vital work 
within the north east, supporting bereaved parents and those who have 
been affected by child loss. 
The charity provides memory boxes, cold cots that allow families precious 
time with their baby, bereavement training for healthcare professionals and 
support resources during and after loss. 
The team are being supported by Workwear Express, who have provided 
clothing and rucksacks for the challenge, as well as the Police Federation 
and Durham Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC), Joy Allen. 
PCC Allen said: “This is an adventure with purpose, and I am full of 
admiration for the officers and staff who will be testing their endurance 
to the limits with this charity climb. With over 3,000 metres of climbing 
involved it isn’t going to be easy, but with every step they take these brave 
officers and staff will know their efforts are making a vital difference for two 
amazing causes. I wish DRAP every success with their challenge. The team 
knows only too well the life-shattering impact of road tragedies through 
their work, and it is truly inspiring that their experiences continue to drive 
their efforts to save lives on the roads even while not on duty.”
To donate to the team’s fundraising, visit:
www.justgiving.com/page/durham-police-4

Three Peaks Challenge Farewell from 
outgoing Mayor 
and Mayoress

Thank you to all Newtonians, fellow chairs and 
civic dignitaries, local schools, clubs, businesses, 
friends’ organisations and especially my family 
for supporting me throughout the current 
Mayoral year.
It has been a pleasure and an honour to 
represent you across the Northeast region; we 
have made many friends and helped raise funds 
for charities across the north and, in particular, 
our own chosen charities ‘Options’ based at the 
Pioneering Care Centre and ‘Wishing Well Club’ 
based at Woodham Golf Club. It has been a busy 
year visiting clubs and organisations including 
the Air Training Corps who are a superb group of 
young people and an inspiration to us all.
In all, we have made hundreds of visits and 
attended many civic events, but some of the 
most enjoyable have been to present flowers 
and cards to those residents celebrating 100th 
birthdays and sixtieth anniversaries.
Local events, such as the visit by the Knife Angel 
were poignant reminders of the times in which 
we live, but services remembering the debt we 
owe to our forefathers at the Remembrance 
Parade always bring a tear to my eye. I would 
like to extend my thanks to Reverends John and 
Helen Musson for their support and Milly from 
St Elizabeth’s Church, Woodham, for her ready 
smile and jolly demeanour when helping to 
organise our recent coffee morning.
This year has been an adventure for me as I 
wrote a book based on a talk at St Andrew’s, 
given by churchwarden David Blair, about the 
coming of Locomotion to Aycliffe. I surprised 
myself, as I am no scholar, but the book seems 
to have been a great success in that the local 
children seem to have enjoyed it as much as I 
enjoyed writing it. Many thanks to Rotary Great 
Aycliffe and, in particular Brian Winwood for 
organising the printing of the books, which were 
distributed free to all primary schools in Great 
Aycliffe.
We have a wonderful town, and it has been 
our pleasure to represent you. We take great 
pleasure in wishing the new Mayor every success 
in representing Great Aycliffe Parish.
Cllr Ken Robson and Mayoress Elaine Robson.
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All Aboard the Aycliffe 
Village Infant Play Area
Work steamed ahead on Monday 18th May as constructi on began on the long awaited 
Aycliff e Village Infant Play Area - a brand new stati on of fun designed especially for local 
children.
Just like a busy railway hub, the new play area has been carefully planned so every young 
passenger can hop on, join in, and enjoy the journey.
A Play Area Built for Litt le Travellers
Aimed at children aged 2 to 7, the new space will sit right beside the existi ng junior play 
area, creati ng a full ‘play line’ for families to explore.
The equipment has been chosen with inclusivity in mind, making sure as many children 
as possible can take part. Highlights include:
• A role play ti cket offi  ce where children can pretend to buy ti ckets, run the stati on, or
 send their friends on imaginary adventures
• A train themed climbing frame inspired by the nearby East Coast Main Line
• A brand new canti lever ‘birds nest’ swing, replacing the damaged one in the junior
 area and bringing back a much loved favourite
Fun Train Facts for Young Readers
To celebrate the progress, here are some playful railway themed facts to keep excitement 
on track:
• Trains and imaginati on go hand in hand - children oft en love trains because they
 spark stories about journeys, desti nati ons, and adventure.
• Climbing frames are like mini locomoti ves - they help build strength and confi dence,
 just like an engine powering up a hill.
• Swings feel like fl ying down the tracks - the back and forth moti on helps children
 develop balance, rhythm and coordinati on.
• Inclusive play is the real express route - when everyone can join in, friendships grow
 faster than a high speed train.
When Will the Play Area Open?
The fi nal touches are weather dependent, but Council Offi  cers are confi dent the new 
play area will be ready to welcome its fi rst young passengers by the fi rst week of June.

You can find 
Great Aycliffe 
Town Council 
on the following 
platforms:

BOOK ONLINE 
NOW

Scan or Visit:
great-aycliff e.xnlcloud.com/lhweb/en/public/home
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During 2025/26 the Council has conti nued to 
provide many valued services, faciliti es and 
events to the residents of Great Aycliff e.
The Town Council will face signifi cant challenges 
over the coming years as its deals with the 
fi nancial impact of the withdrawal of the Local 
Council Tax Reducti on Scheme Grant by Durham 
County Council, and increasing budget pressures 
as a result of the ongoing economic diffi  culti es 
which are causing parti cular strain on the 
Council’s Revenue Budget.
The Council will always strive to support 
the community and protect and maintain 
important services and faciliti es, including our 
cemeteries, allotments, green open space and 
environmental areas, parks, play areas, pre-
school, community events, football pitches, and 
the sports and golf complex.
However, the Council will conti nuously review 
the services it currently off ers in line with 
community prioriti es and needs, consider how 
they are delivered, and seek more effi  cient 
ways of running services to ensure that they are 
providing the best value for money.
I will now provide an overview of the many 
services that the Town Council has planned 
and committ ed to provide to the community of 
Great Aycliff e during this coming year.
Environment
The Town Council takes great pride in the 
green environment of the town and provides 
a number of services in support of this. This 
includes the provision of:-
Allotments
The Town Council provides 220 allotment sites 

located at:
o Clarence Chare
o Finchale Road
o St. Oswald’s
o Aycliff e Village and
o Byerley Park
In additi on to the allotments gardens, the Town 
Council also off ers faciliti es for keeping pigeons 
and poultry, as well as beekeeping plots at 
specifi c allotments sites.
The Council also provides a home at Clarence 
Chare Allotments for the Great Aycliff e Garden 
Guild, who run a not-for-profi t allotments shop 
and community room on site.
Cemeteries
The Town Council provides, maintains and 
undertakes burial services at its two cemeteries 
at West Cemetery and Stephenson Way. We also 
provide a burial service for St. Andrews Church 
in Aycliff e Village.
Environment and Green Open Space
The Town Council carry out the environmental 
management of a number of nature and 
conservati on areas and other green open space 
in the Parish, including the Great Aycliff e Way, 
Woodham Burn, South Agnew Plantati on, 
Cobbler’s Hall Plantati on, Simpasture Railway 
Walk, Aycliff e Nature Park, School Aycliff e 
Wetlands and Byerley Park Nature Area. The 
Town Council is also the custodian of Aycliff e 
Village Greens.
We deliver a comprehensive programme of 
environmental acti viti es for schools and scouts 
and guides groups, work with community and 
voluntary groups such as Great Aycliff e Tidy 

Team, run environment events, and deliver 
an Environment Week, which involves visiti ng 
the primary schools in the town to give an 
interacti ve presentati on on litt er and then 
off ering the opportunity for the children to take 
part in a litt er pick in their local community.
We own the Eco Centre at Moore Lane Park, 
which is currently occupied by Green Arts who 
run green arts programmes, acti viti es and 
events from the building.
The Town Council has also declared a Climate 
Emergency and is working towards reducing 
its carbon footprint and becoming carbon zero 
by 2050, putti  ng in place an ambiti ous Carbon 
Reducti on Plan.
Planned projects for this coming year include 
the installati on of solar panels on land at the 
works depot, seeking funding for electric vehicle 
charging points at Council faciliti es and tree 
planti ng across the Parish, including a signifi cant 
ongoing tree planti ng project on the Oak Leaf 
Golf Course.
Grounds Maintenance
The Town Council undertakes grounds 
maintenance e.g. the provision of fl ower 
beds, grass cutti  ng and tree planti ng and 
maintenance, on all Council owned land and 
faciliti es.
Street Equipment
The Town Council provides public seati ng, bus 
shelters, and litt er and dog bins on Town Council 
owned land.
Recreati on
Leisure faciliti es and community events have 
formed a major part of the Council’s service 

ANNUAL REPORT
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provision over the years. This includes the 
provision of:-
Parks and Play Areas
The Town Council owns and operates eight very 
diff erent parks, all with their own individual 
character. These are found around the town at:
o Moore Lane Park
o St. Oswald’s Park
o Town Park
o Horndale Park
o Simpasture Park
o West Park
o Byerley Park
o Woodham Park
We provide modern and well-maintained play 
equipment at all of these parks, as well as 
specifi c play areas at the following sites:-
o Oakleaf Sports Complex
o School Aycliff e
o Aycliff e Village
o Scott  Place
o Cobbler’s Hall
The Town Council also provides fi ve multi -
use games areas at Moore Lane, Simpasture, 
Horndale, Woodham and Cobbler’s Hall, as well 
as a skate park in the Town Park, a scoot track 
at Horndale Park and a BMX track at Woodham 
Park. This year the Council will be investi ng in 
the refurbishment of Aycliff e Village infant play 
area.
Park Patrol Service
The Park Patrol Service provides an out of hours 
service to monitor and safeguard the Council’s 
parks and other faciliti es and the safety and 
welfare of their users.
Oak Leaf Sports Complex
The Oak Leaf Sports Complex provides an indoor 
bowls green, a multi -use sports hall, four squash 

courts, a darts facility, a functi on room and bar 
and catering faciliti es. A games room has also 
recently been developed within the functi on 
room.
The Sports Complex is also home to an 
indoor bowls club, squash club, running club 
and archery club, and provides a number of 
coaching and acti vity sessions for both adults 
and children, including an acti vity programme 
for children during school holidays.
In recent years, a programme of events has 
been developed at the sports complex including 
dog shows, model railway exhibiti ons, Cliff e-Con 
and Fantazmagoria events, pantomimes, and 
seasonal craft  markets.
Oak Leaf Golf Complex
The Town Council also manages and operates 
the Oak Leaf Golf Complex, comprising an 
eighteen-hole golf course, 18-bay fl oodlit driving 
range, golf shop, and changing rooms.
Football Pitches
The Town Council provides several football 
pitches, including junior football and six a side 
pitches at three sites:
o Sports Complex
o Simpasture
o Moore Lane
Community Events
The Town Council runs a programme of annual 
community events including:-
o Senior Citi zens’ Excursions
o Fireworks Display
o Fun in the Parks
o Santa Tours and Santa Lett ers
o Christmas Lighti ng Display
The Senior Citi zens’ Trips for 2025 were once 
again very popular, with 993 local residents 
visiti ng desti nati ons including York, Seahouses, 

Harrogate, Keswick, Hexham, Helmsley and 
Ripon and Knaresborough.
The trips are again taking place in 2026, with 
this year’s venues York, Whitby, Keswick, 
Alnwick, Redcar, Tynemouth, Seaham and 
Dalton Park, and Northallerton and Thirsk. A 
total of 1,000 places were available and have all 
been taken up.
The Fun in the Parks for 2025 were extremely 
busy, with numbers of att endees exceeding 
expectati ons at all parks.
The Council also developed a new Fun in the 
Park style event last year for older children, 
called ‘Elevate’, off ering fairground rides and 
att racti ons.
For 2026 we have another full programme of 
Fun in the Parks scheduled for the summer 
holidays and will again be running the Elevate 
event.
The Council also held two events last year to 
commemorate the 75th Anniversary of VE Day.
The Council again provided the use of our land 
at the Oak Leaf playing fi elds to community 
interest company to hold the Ayclive Music 
Festi val at the end of July. The event was a great 
success and is taking place again this year, with 
support from the Town Council.
The Council also funds and helps facilitate the 
Big Brass Bash in the Town Park which also takes 
place in July.
The Council also provides funding, use of land 
and staffi  ng support to events run by local 
organisati ons including the following events:-
o Remembrance Day Parade
o Fun Fair at Moore Lane
o Cyclocross Event
o Aycliff e Bus Preservati on Society
 Vintage Bus Event

Where apologies are not received, the entry will be left  blank

MEMBERS ATTENDANCE - 14th MAY 2025 - 30th APRIL 2026
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Other Services
Other services provided by the Town Council 
include:-
Pre-School Learning Centre
The Town Council provides a Pre-School 
Learning Centre located in St. Oswald’s Park 
which is currently registered for 40 places for 3 
and 4-year-old children.
The Council also provides a setti  ng for two-year 
olds called ‘Tots in the Park’, off ering 12 places, 
morning and aft ernoon, 5 days per week.
Both pre-schools are classifi ed as ‘Outstanding’ 
by Ofsted.
Grants and Donati ons Fund
The Town Council operates a grants and 
donati ons fund off ering fi nancial support to 
community organisati ons and local chariti es.
Community Recogniti on Scheme
The Council operates a Community Recogniti on 
Award Scheme to provide a means of 
recognising and acknowledging the dedicati on, 
commitment and outstanding contributi on that 
nominated individuals make to improve and 
promote the Parish of Great Aycliff e.
Civic Events
The Town Council hold a number of civic events 
including Mayor’s at Home and the Annual 
Charity Civic Dinner.
Newslett er
The Council produces four newslett ers each year 
to keep the public advised of current acti viti es, 
services, and events. Most newslett ers are now 
published electronically.
Investment in Community Assets
The Council has conti nued to develop its Asset 
Management Plan in order to plan investment in 
Council and community assets such as buildings, 
vehicles, machinery, play equipment and street 
equipment.
The Council’s Capital Programme makes budget 
provision each year for an ongoing programme 
of investment in these assets and signifi cant 
investment has been made in recent years in 
community assets such as play equipment, bus 
shelters, cemeteries etc.
Last year, capital expenditure totalled 
£411,300 and included essenti al investment 
to council buildings, replacement vehicles and 
machinery, replacement photocopiers, drainage 
improvement works at Simpasture football 
pitches, replacement driving range and golf 
course machinery, replacement heati ng system 
at the Sports Complex, drainage improvement 
works at both cemeteries, replacement of the 
swing unit in the Town Park, signifi cant tree 
planti ng works on the golf course, informati on 
technology improvements, play area safety 
surfacing, bus shelter repairs, footpath repairs 
and bridge repairs.
This year planned investment totals nearly 
£1 million and includes further essenti al 
investment to Council buildings including 
roofi ng works, heati ng systems, window 
and door replacement, and changing room 
refurbishment at the Sports Complex, works 
vehicles and machinery, replacement computer 
equipment and cyber security investments, 
Council Chamber audiovisual technology, 
purchase of a verti drainer machine, festi ve 
lighti ng, refurbishment of Aycliff e Village 
infant play area, play area safety surfacing 
replacement and footpath repairs, tree works, 
and bus shelter and bridge repairs.
Council Finances
Despite the challenges created by the ongoing 
economic diffi  culti es over the last year, the 
Council ended the 2025/26 year in relati vely 
strong fi nancial health, having delivered a 
signifi cant saving on its Revenue Budget, which 

off set the investment in capital assets and 
allowed the Council to maintain balances and 
reserves in the region of £2 million.
The majority of the savings last year were as a 
result of the planned top-up of capital reserves, 
an unused conti ngency sum, signifi cantly 
increased investment income, substanti al 
increases in golf complex memberships and 
income, increased sports complex income, 
increased income at St Oswald’s Pre-School 
as a result of good att endance numbers and 
SEN funding. There have also been savings in 
running costs such as gas and electricity and 
savings from staff  turnover and vacancies.
The positi ve fi nancial positi on has also been 
helped by the prudent budget management of 
all service managers, overseen by the Council’s 
Policy and Resources Committ ee, which has 
resulted in savings across most budget areas.
In doing so the Council has conti nued to 
deliver effi  ciency savings across all services and 
deliver value for money to local taxpayers. This 
healthy fi nancial situati on, combined with the 
identi fi cati on and delivery of various effi  ciency 
savings, was important looking ahead to next 
year, as noti ce was received from Durham 
County Council that it would be withdrawing, 
in its enti rety, the Local Council Tax Reducti on 
Scheme Grants payable to town and parish 
councils with eff ect from 2026/27. This resulted 
in a loss of £145,250 for the Town Council. 
However, as a consequence of the Council’s 
strong fi nancial positi on and effi  ciency savings 
being delivered, the Council was able to avoid 
making cuts to services, and set a 2026/27 
Revenue and Capital Budget that will enable 
all current services, faciliti es, and events to 
be provided to the usual standards this year, 
conti nued capital investment in community 
assets, and the ongoing replenishment of 
Council reserves. Unfortunately, this meant 
that despite planning to limit the Town Council 
Tax increase to less than 2% in 2026/27, 
unfortunately, in order to off set the grant cut, 
and other infl ati onary budget pressures on staff  
pay and running costs, the Council was left  with 
no choice but to implement a higher increase 
than initi ally planned. This resulted in a total 
increase in the Town Council Tax of 3.99%, 
which increased the Band A Town Council Tax 
by £8 this year, taking the yearly bill to £208 per 
year or £17 per month. This equates to 11p in 
every £1 of the total Council Tax bill.
The Council also achieved another unqualifi ed 
external audit report in relati on to its Annual 
Governance and Accountability Return last year. 
This was a very pleasing outcome and provides 
independent assurance that the Council’s 
accounti ng statements present fairly its fi nancial 
positi on, and that its fi nancial management, 
governance, and internal audit arrangements 
are all sound.
Looking further ahead, the Council conti nues to 
face signifi cant fi nancial challenges, including 
pressure on staffi  ng costs linked to increases 
in the Nati onal Living Wage, and increasing 
infl ati onary pressure linked to global confl ict 
and economic diffi  culti es.
The Council is also due to make signifi cant 
capital investment next year and over the 
medium to longer term and this will result in a 
signifi cant depleti on in the Council’s balances 
and reserves.
However, the Council has strong foundati ons in 
place due to its healthy fi nancial positi on and 
will seek to manage the future challenges faced 
via the forthcoming update of its Medium-Term 
Financial Plan with a view to keeping any future 
increases in Council Tax to a minimum.

Outgoing 
Mayor’s 
Donation 
Former Mayor, Councillor Ken Robson, 
presented a cheque to Linda West, Opti ons 
Services Coordinator, for £1,240 at the Town 
Council’s Annual Meeti ng in May.
A further cheque for £1,240 was sent to the 
Wishing Well group, as they were unable to 
att end.
Councillor Ken Robson thanked everyone for 
their support over the last twelve months.

At the Annual Meeti ng of the Council, on 
Wednesday 13th May 2026, Councillor Neil 
Collinson was duly elected to the appointment 
of Mayor of Great Aycliff e. The Chain of Offi  ce 
was handed to him by the previous Mayor, Ken 
Robson.
Councillor Collinson thanked the Council on his 
electi on as Mayor and is now looking ahead 
to a busy year visiti ng various residents and 
organisati ons around the parish and fundraising 
towards his chosen good causes; Great Aycliff e 
Cancer Support Group and All Disabiliti es 
Matt er.

New Mayor 
Appointed
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Meeting Dates
2026
27th May Recreati on 7pm
 Environment *7pm
3rd June Policy & Resources 7pm
10th June Full Council 7pm
8th July Recreati on 7pm
 Environment *7pm
15th July Policy & Resources 7pm
22nd July Full Council 7pm
2nd September Recreati on 7pm
 Environment *7pm
9th September Policy & Resources 7pm
16th September Full Council 7pm
14th October Recreati on 7pm
 Environment *7pm
21st October Policy & Resources 7pm
28th October Full Council 7pm
25th November Recreati on 7pm
 Environment *7pm
2nd December Policy & Resources 7pm
9th December Full Council 7pm
2027
13th January Recreati on 7pm
 Environment *7pm
20th January Policy & Resources 7pm
27th January Full Council 7pm
24th February Recreati on 7pm
 Environment *7pm
3rd March Policy & Resources 7pm
10th March Full Council 7pm
7th April Recreati on 7pm
 Environment *7pm
14th April Policy & Resources 7pm
21st April Full Council 7pm
* The Environment Committ ee follows the Recreati on 
Committ ee Meeti ng.

Wednesday 12th May 2027, Council Annual Meeti ng 7pm
Wednesday 19th May 2027, Parish Meeti ng 7pm.
Audit, Risk and GDPR meet quarterly.
Other sub-committ ees meet as and when required.
The public and press are cordially invited to att end. The 
public entrance to the council chamber will be open 30 
minutes prior to the commencement of meeti ngs.
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PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
SERVICES
Gutter Cleaning/Repair,
Boxing in Pipework &
Electric/Gas Meters,
Minor Electrical, Minor Plumbing & 
Plastering Repairs. Rental Repairs & 
Refurbishments, Decorating & More

GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

SERVICES
Lawn Cutting & Scarifying,
Hedge Trimming /Removal,

Shrub & Tree Reduction/Removal, 
Fencing Repairs or New Fences,

Wooden Gates, Raised Beds,
Decking, Gravelling, Jet Washing

Telephone: 01325 318269
ES Property & Estate Ltd

Week commencing 20th April 2026
Under 8’s hosted Darlington Young Bulls in an entertaining game, Noah 
grabbed a first half hat-trick, with Seb and Ethan adding the other goals.
Under 8’s Juniors travelled to Northallerton Town Reds, with Noah (2) 
and Jacob M (3) scoring the goals. Jacob M was MOTM.
Under 9’s Blues finished their campaign at home to Middleton Rangers 
Hurricanes, putting pressure on the opposition, Aycliffe scored through 
Leland and an OG.
Under 10’s Juniors hosted Darlington FC in a friendly, it was a great 
game, ending remarkably close. Goals from Kian, Lincoln and Connor.
Under 11’s had a tough day against Billingham Juniors Lions, they 
maintained a great attitude throughout but could not get the goal they 
desired.
Under 12’s Blacks played their last league game away against Normanby 
United Oranges, drawing 1-1 in a hard-fought game.
Under 12’s Blues faced Wrekenton, running out with an amazing 11-1 
win. Goals from Charlie (6), Alfie, Yash, Koa, Roman, Finley C and an OG. 
Finley C was MOTM.
Under 12’s Reds faced Seaton Carew, in the quarter final of the 
Challenge Cup. Aycliffe got an amazing 3-2 win over a team from three 
divisions higher. Finley, Marshall and an OG with the goals. Fletcher was 
MOTM.
Under 13 Whites travelled to Consett Junior Warriors, looking to avenge 
a heavy defeat from earlier in the season. An industrious performance 
culminated in a win with a goal from Oscar, who was also MOTM.
Under 14’s Blacks travelled to Shincliffe and participated in an amazing 
4-4 draw. Goals from Cody, Kaylm and Connor (2). MPOTM was Oliver, 
PPOTM were Cody and Sammy.
Under 15’s entertained Leven Whites, with a depleted squad, Aycliffe 
secured a 3-2 win with goals from Oscar J, Layton W and Rhys. Sam was 
awarded MOTM.
Under 15’s travelled to face local rivals Shildon in what was a 
competitive game. Despite leading 2-0, Aycliffe went down 2-3. Both 
goals were scored by Layton W, with Miles being awarded MOTM.
Week commencing 27th April 2026
Under 12’s Reds got a great 4-2 win against Darlington RA Rockets, with 
goals from Koa, OG, Marshall and Charlie. Alfie was MOTM.
Under 12’s Reds faced Billingham, drawing 1-1, with Yash scoring a 
wonderful bicycle kick. Finley S was awarded MOTM.
Under 12’s Blues faced Hartlepool St Francis, narrowly losing 3-2 against 
a wonderful team. Finley C scored both goals, with Jenson awarded 
MOTM.
Under 12’s Reds faced Billingham Synthonia in the semi-final of the 
Challenge Cup. An amazing 2-1 saw the Reds progress to the final. Goals 
from Alfie and Yash, who was also MOTM.
Under 14’s Blacks welcomed Whitburn & Cleadon to Woodham, drawing 

Newton Aycliffe Juniors

3-3. Goals from Kai and Connor (2). PPOTM was 
Jack, MPOTM was Riley.
Under 14’s Blacks faced Brandon, coming away 
with an amazing 7-3 win. Goals were scored by 
Kaylm (3), Kai (2), Cody and Connor. MPOTM 
was James and Kai. PPOTM was Kaylm.
Under 15’s were away to Marske, on a tough 
night for the team. Layton W managed to score 
Aycliffe’s goal and was awarded MOTM.
Week commencing 4th May 2026
Under 11’s Blacks were in a tournament and 
put in an exceptional performance, progressing 
to the final and ending up runners up. Goals 
throughout were scored by Kaiden (4), Shaun R 
and Ollie.
Week commencing 11th May 2026
Under 12’s Blues faced Wrekenton, running 
wild with an amazing 10-1 win. Goals from 
Charlie (2), Finley C (2), Laitia, Roman, Finley S 
(2) and Alfie (2), who was awarded MOTM.
Under 12’s Reds faced St Francis in the 
Challenge Cup final. A day for the team to 
be proud of, they battled, but could not get 
the win, going down 4-3. Goals from Charlie, 
Marshall and Alfie. Jenson was MOTM.

Coffee, Cake
and Stuff
School Aycliffe Community Centre.
All proceeds towards upkeep of Centre.
Thursday 4th June 2026
11am until 2.00pm 
Hi folks, due to Whit Week our next coffee 
morning will be held in June. During this 
session we will also be introducing Shane 
Stanely, our new digital inclusion officer.
Shane will be on hand in the meeting room 
throughout the morning to offer digital 
support to anyone who is feeling left behind in 
technology. Bring along your own devices for 
help, or use our office computers to get started, 
all free of charge.
Elizabeth & Christine.
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In September 2026, Buddy, Makayla, Granddad Bill and 
Kim, who all live in Newton Aycliffe, will be setting off on an 
unforgettable road trip from the UK to Benidorm, Spain - 
and all the way back again, in our trusty car. 
But this journey is about far more than the miles we’ll 
travel. 
After receiving the blessing of Makayla and Millie’s Grandad 
Bill, we are proud to announce that the trip will be raising 
money for an incredible cause: The Great North Children’s 
Hospital. 
Every penny raised throughout the journey will go directly 
into our dedicated charity fund and will be donated in full at 
the end of the trip. 
How Supporters Can Get Involved: 
To make the fundraiser even more special, the car itself will 
become part of the journey. 
£1 Donation - Add Your Name to the Car 
Supporters can have their name written on the car and 
travel with us from the UK to Spain and back again. 
£5 Donation - Add a Personal Message 
For a £5 donation, supporters can add a short personal 
message to the car. Many choose to dedicate messages 
to loved ones who are no longer with us - giving them a 
meaningful place on the journey too. 
By the time we reach Spain, we hope the car will be 
completely covered in names and messages, each one 
representing someone who has helped support this amazing 
cause. 
Challenges for Makayla: 
Throughout the trip, Makayla will also be taking on a series 
of sponsored challenges along the way. 
Some may be funny, some difficult, and some completely 
unexpected. Supporters who sponsor the journey may 
even get the chance to suggest challenges for Makayla to 
complete during the road trip. 
Following the Journey 
We’ll be sharing daily updates throughout the adventure, 
including: 
Photos and videos from the road; 
Stories from our travels; 
Progress on the fundraising total; 
The growing collection of names and messages covering the 
car; 
From motorway service stations to arriving in sunny 
Benidorm, supporters will be able to follow every step of 
the journey with us. 
A Journey in Memory of Millie: 
This trip is especially meaningful because it is being made 
in memory of Millie, and in support of every child bravely 
fighting cancer. 
As Part of the Tribute: 
Memory Balloon / Lantern Release. When Makayla reaches 
Spain, we plan to release balloons or lanterns carrying the 
names of loved ones remembered throughout the journey. 
Message Mile. Messages written on the car will travel 
thousands of miles, alongside Makayla, becoming part of 
the story and spirit of the trip. 
How You Can Help 
You can support Buddy’s Journey by: 
Donating whatever you can. 
Suggesting a challenge for Makayla. 

Buddy’s Journey To Spain and Back 2026
Sharing the 
campaign to 
help spread the 
word. 
Every donation, 
no matter the 
size, will help 
support the 
incredible work 
carried out 
by The Great 
North Children’s 
Hospital and the 
families facing some of the hardest moments of their lives. 
We want this journey to be memorable, meaningful, and 
full of heart - exactly how Millie would have wanted it. 
Thank you to everyone supporting Buddy’s Journey To 
Spain and Back 2026. Together, we hope to raise as much as 
possible for a hospital that provides life-changing care and 
support to so many children and families. 
All money raised will go directly into our Great North 
Children’s Hospital charity fund and donated in full at the 
end of the journey . . . Let the adventure begin.
For more information telephone 07412 744931 or email:
kim.hedley@hotmail.com

A Year in Politics . . .
A year on from the political upheaval of 25th May, serving 
as councillor for Aycliffe North and Middridge has been both 
challenging and rewarding. Since being elected, I’ve gained 
a deeper understanding of local government, the role 
councillors play, and the realities of politics - from difficult 
moments to the privilege of meeting residents and hearing 
their stories. 
Working alongside fellow councillors across Aycliffe, we 
have supported a range of local projects, including Aycliffe 
Live, community events, veterans’ charities, footpath 
improvements, and football facilities. We’ve also worked 
closely with community groups, local police, housing 
providers and residents, to address local concerns. 
As Cabinet Member for Rural, Farming and Transport, 
I’m helping deliver the change residents voted for. Key 
priorities include tackling the growth of HMOs through 
a new countywide Article 4 direction, improving roads 
and congestion hotspots, introducing additional 20mph 
school zones and addressing potholes, through new repair 
methods. 
Looking ahead, new Local Networks will soon provide 
£200,000 for local improvements, with residents 
encouraged to get involved in shaping spending priorities. 
The forthcoming Newton Aycliffe Strategic Place Plan also 
aims to support much-needed regeneration in the town 
centre. 
While the council continues to face financial pressures and 
the impact of long-term national policy challenges, we 
remain committed to delivering for residents and improving 
County Durham. If you need assistance, please don’t 
hesitate to get in touch.
Cllr Tim McGuinness, Aycliffe North.
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Another key milestone has been marked at Greenfield 
Academy in Newton Aycliffe as Esh Construction celebrated 
the topping out of the academy’s new three storey teaching 
block.
Representatives from the Advanced Learning Partnership 
Multi Academy Trust, Durham County Council, Atkins Realis, 
staff and pupils joined Esh’s project team to mark progress 
on the multi-million pound development, which is delivering 
a modern education hub alongside enhanced sports and 
community facilities.
Durham County Council is helping to fund the new 
education hub and updated facilities, alongside the Multi 
Academy Trust, with provision ultimately for up to 750 
students. 
As the Academy’s new three-storey block reaches its 
peak, Esh Construction is also working on a sports centre 
extension and refurbishment of the existing school facilities.
Grant Watson, Construction Director at Esh Construction, 
said: “Reaching topping out at Greenfield Academy is a 
significant moment for the project and a real testament to 
the collaboration between the academy, Durham County 
Council and our project teams. With the building envelope 
now largely complete, we’re making strong progress 
internally and looking ahead to the next phases of fit‑out 
and external works that will bring these new facilities to 
life.”
The new three‑storey teaching block is now structurally 
complete, with the roof fully installed and tested, brickwork 
nearing completion and the windows fully glazed, creating 
a secure and weather‑tight building. Internally, works are 
progressing across all three floors, with partitions formed 
and classrooms taking shape, while initial mechanical and 
electrical works, including containment, pipework and 
cabling, are well underway.
Once complete, the new teaching block will provide 19 
classrooms, and specialist subject hubs for IT, art, design 
& technology and science. Meanwhile, brickwork on the 
sports centre extension is now complete, with cladding and 
internal works due to begin. The centre will incorporate 
new changing facilities and a dedicated dance studio for 
both curriculum delivery and wider community use.
James Keating, Executive Headteacher at Greenfield 
Academy, said “This new building will transform the lives of 
our young people for generations to come. It will give our 
pupils access to an outstanding learning environment, one 

that truly reflects their potential, nurtures their ambition 
and provides the facilities they deserve. 
“These state of the art spaces will inspire creativity, curiosity 
and confidence, and will support our staff in delivering 
exceptional education every single day. We are incredibly 
proud of the progress being made and deeply grateful to all 
partners involved in bringing this vision to life.”
An additional refurbishment contract includes works 
within areas of the existing school, where spaces are being 
reconfigured and upgraded to create new layouts and 
improved facilities, going beyond cosmetic improvements to 
deliver long‑term functional benefits. 
The combined multi-million pound redevelopment project 
will provide modern, flexible teaching spaces, enhanced 
sports provision and improved facilities designed to 
support current and future generations of students, while 
strengthening the academy’s role at the heart of the 
community.
Cllr Cathy Hunt, Durham County Council’s Cabinet member 
for children and young people’s service, said: “This is a 
key milestone in developing a modern education hub at 
Greenfield Academy and we are pleased that our strong 
collaboration with Esh Construction and the academy has 
allowed us to reach this important moment. We’re excited 
for this multi-million-pound development to be completed, 
when it will provide a cutting-edge facility for families in 
Newton Aycliffe.”
To find out more about Esh Construction, visit: www.
eshgroup.co.uk

Topping Out Milestone Celebrated
at Greenfield Academy, Newton Aycliffe
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Member of Parliament UpdateMember of Parliament Update

Email: alan.strickland.mp@parliament.uk   |   Telephone: 01325 344185

It was a real privilege to be in Westminster last 
week to see His Majesty, the King, join us for 
the State Opening of Parliament. In the first 
session of five-year parliament, which finished 
recently, we passed 64 new laws. 
I’m really proud that a number of new laws 
were agreed, which will really help local 
families and residents struggling with multiple 
jobs or poor-quality housing. 
I’ve met residents at my surgeries being badly 
treated by ‘gig-economy’ employers. That’s 
why it was real progress for Parliament to pass 
the Employment Rights Act, which will ban 
exploitative fire-and-rehire practices, end zero-
hours contracts and strengthen rights around 
sick pay and family leave, so everyone’s treated 
fairly at work. 
Tackling crime and antisocial behaviour is a 
top priority for me and our community. That’s 
why I welcome the Crime and Policing Act we 
passed, which will put more police back on our 
streets and introduce tougher punishments for 
offenders. Residents consistently tell me they 
want to feel safer where they live and these 
measures are an important step forward.
Another major step forward has been the 
removal of the two-child limit, which is 
expected to lift thousands of local children out 
of poverty. Giving every child the best possible 
start in life is something I care deeply about 

and this change will make a real difference to families across the country.
Over recent weeks I’ve continued holding constituency events to hear 
directly from local residents. This included my regular coffee morning 
events, this time in Trimdon Grange, following a successful event in West 
Cornforth in April.
I also want to thank all the parents, carers and young people from across 
the constituency who attended my SEND reform discussion event in 
Ferryhill. It was invaluable to hear directly from families with experience 
of the SEND system and gather feedback on the government’s proposals, 
which I’m raising directly with ministers. SEND is an issue raised with me 
regularly and I’m determined the government gets these reforms right, 
so children and young people receive the support they need.
I’m continuing to support local residents with a wide range of personal 
issues and am proud to have secured some really positive wins recently. 
This includes helping one constituent secure a backdated payment 
of £850 Carers’ Allowance, as well as an extra £86 weekly payment, 
supporting another resident to successfully reduce a repayment. I also 
resolved a challenging cloned number plate case and got wrongly issued 
fines repaid to the resident.
Helping residents with problems like these is one of the most important 
parts of my role as a local MP. If you need support with an issue, please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch.
alan.strickland.mp@parliament.uk



YOUR LOCAL
PRINT SHOP
Blue Bridge Centre,
St Cuthberts Way, Newton Aycliffe
County Durham DL5 6DS

Tel: 01325 300212
Email: sales@newtonpress.net

Brochures   Certificates
Flyers   Business Cards
Invitations   Wedding/Funeral
Signage   Banners
Stationary   Post Cards
Envelopes   Catalogues/Books
Tickets   Posters
    Plus more

Finest Quality Print

Precision Print Solutions

Large Run Size Capacity

Wide Format Printing

Express Print and Design Service

Creative Print Services

Full Service Print Shop

Free Local Delivery

Recycled 100% Eco Friendly Paper

Same Day Service Available

FOR EVERYTHING FOR EVERYTHING 
PRINT RELATED PRINT RELATED 

CALLCALL

Printing
Since
1963
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Email: sales@newtonpress.net

Newton News                                                                                                                         Page 23



Page 24                                                                                                                                                                   Newton News

Outdoor leadership students are celebrating 
the launch of a new qualification designed to 
help them reach new heights in their career.
Emerging outdoor professionals will soon be 
able to study for a two year foundation degree 
at Darlington College, developed to prepare 
them for employment.
Designed to build advanced technical, coaching 
and professional skills, the course has been 
approved by Teesside University and is now 
accepting applications for September.
Current Level 3 students have already signed 
up for the new programme, which is aimed at 
making learners work-ready in an increasingly 
competitive sector.
The course features modules including 
coaching science, practical leadership and 
coaching in key outdoor disciplines, adventure 
therapy, and a business module to support 
students who wish to work freelance or 
develop their own outdoor enterprises.
Course content has been designed to develop 
students in line with the requirements 
of outdoor industry national governing 
bodies, including Paddle UK and the British 
Mountaineering Council, helping students 
to gain established industrial qualifications 
alongside their academic studies.
The college will also offer support towards 
securing placements in the outdoor industry, 
using a wide range of existing industrial 
contacts to help students gain meaningful work 
experience and develop appropriate industry 
specific skills.
Anyone interested in applying for the 
foundation degree, or the level 3 qualification 
in Outdoor Activity Leadership at Darlington 
College, should visit: www.darlington.ac.uk or 
the Darlington College Outdoor Facebook page.

Outdoor 
Leadership 
Courses for 
Students

A busy few weeks for Rotary Newton Aycliffe with, firstly, an invitation 
from Simon Day to hold our meeting at Junction 7. This was the ideal 
opportunity for President Margaret Ord to present Simon and Wife Jane 
with a Paul Harris Fellow. A PHF is the highest award given by Rotary 
and, in this instance, is to recognise the huge impact which Simon and 
Jane have on the welfare of the community and the unfailing support 
available to anyone walking through the door of the charity.
A massive thank you to both of you, Simon and Jane, for all you do.
Then we moved on to the Town Centre Hub where three of our 
members, Stewart Wilson, Margaret Fenwick and President Margaret, 
met with Andy Boyd, who is the Community Safety and Engagement 
Coordinator working for Lifeline Community Action. Andy readily agreed 
to place one of our used spectacles collection bins in the hub. Why not 
pop in, have a cuppa and find out why we need your unwanted specs 
and what happens to them after you donate?
We also have collection bins in Specsavers, McGuinness Opticians and 
Sainsbury at Cobblers Hall.
Next, and a warm welcome for President Margaret and Rotarian Sue 
Dobson, who visited Woodham Burn Primary School and the work their 
after-school club pupils are doing in creating a garden, both for wildlife 
and growing fruit and vegetables. More of that with photos next time.

Rotary Newton Aycliffe 
Working in the Community

June Events
School Aycliffe Community Association - Community Hall, Eastfields, 
School Aycliffe DL5 6QH (Follow the white/brown information signs).
June Events & Activities 
Ladies Night - First Wednesday monthly. Next session: 3rd June, 7-9pm 
£3 including refreshments. Contact Christine: 07981 992686. 
Junior Badminton Classes - Summer 2026 
Ages 7+ (5-6pm) and 11+ (6-7pm). Trainers required; equipment 
provided. Contact Elizabeth Harker: 07813 523050. 
Community Choir - 2nd & 4th Monday monthly. 
Next session: 8th June, 7-8.30pm, £3 including refreshments. 
Contact Julie McGrath: 07742 015609. 
Used Stamp Collection Box available at the hall. 
Mobile Food Vans 
Weird Dough - 10th June, 4.30-7.30pm 
Huntley’s Fish & Chips - 17th June, 4.30-7pm 
Please avoid parking on the road when ordering or collecting food. 
Visit the School Aycliffe Community Centre Facebook page for updates. 
Everyone is welcome - thank you for supporting our community events.
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PESTGUARDPESTGUARD
PEST CONTROL SERVICES

Commercial, Domestic & Industrial
Newton Aycliff e Based

Your number one local pest controller who has over 40 
years trading in pest control throughout the north east.

Licensed, Insured and Qualifi ed
National Pest Technicians Association Member

24 Hours Response
Free Quotes and Advice Given

E: pestguard1@gmail.comE: pestguard1@gmail.com
W: www.pestguard1.co.ukW: www.pestguard1.co.uk

T: 01325 301063T: 01325 301063
M: 07790 732089M: 07790 732089

Come rain or come shine, Bishop Auckland 
Jazz gave us another wonderful lunchtime 
performance and, despite the heavy downpour, 
a smaller audience than usual enjoyed a real 
treat. 
In a beautifully relaxed session, headed by Alan 
Law on piano, we were entertained with I Wish 
I Knew in a Latin style, before playing two of his 
original tunes Bluish and Tyneside Blues, the 
latter with an outstanding bass solo from Mick 
Shoulder. Never Ever, You and the Night and the 
Music, Autumn Leaves, It Could Happen to You 
and Bye Bye Blackbird completed the set. 
I was really struck by some incredibly sensitive 
drumming from John Bradford throughout the 
set and some lovely informative introductions 
from Alan before each tune. 
The next session features pianist, the Dean 
Stockdale Trio on Friday 12th June 1.00pm 
at Bishop Auckland Methodist Church. These 
piano trio sessions are really welcome and hats 
off to #bishopaucklandjazz for putting on these 
events. Let’s make Bishop Auckland great again.

Bishop Jazz

Youth Football NewsYouth Football News
The season is now complete for most of our teams. There have been 
successes, consolidations and some disappointments. The season review 
is as follows:
Under 17 Boys - A fantastic season playing in RFYL division 2 and 
finishing as League Champions. Every player on the pitch has contributed 
to the 11 wins, only 1 defeat and 4 draws. The boys have grown not only 
physically, but in footballing ability. This group have made their coaches 
and parents extremely proud.
Under 13 Eagles - League championship secured before the final two 
games of the season, the Eagles have gone through the season unbeaten 
in the Russell Foster League. The quality of football played from all the 
lads has been excellent and a joy to watch every week.
Under 12 Wildcats - Finished the season as league champions after 
completing a superb campaign with a perfect record, winning every 
game and scoring 100 goals. The girls combined hard work, organisation 
and attacking football throughout the season. Even more important 
than the results, the girls have shown a real commitment to developing 
together as a team, building resilience, teamwork and growing 
confidence week after week.
Under 14 Eagles - After a slow start, the lads went on an 18 game 
unbeaten streak including reaching the ¼ finals of the Challenge 
Cup. A division deciding final game against Darlington TSC ended in a 
narrow 2-1 loss. However, we still secured promotion and have had a 
memorable season.
Under 7 Wildcats - What began as a group of girls in Wildcats has grown 
into something truly special — a team built on friendship, confidence 
and fun. Their hard work and determination saw them crowned League 
Shield Champions as well as FC Hartlepool Plate Winners. The girls had 
a memorable mascot experience as a sister club with Durham Women’s 
FC. Individual development opportunities have one player joining the 
Foundation of Light PDC and two invited to start Durham WFC’s Pre-
Academy next season.
Under 16 Girls - A tough season playing in a really strong premier 
division. The results didn’t always go our way, but we held our own in all 
but a couple of matches. With a small squad of 14, we were able to stay 
competitive and produced an amazing run in the U16 Durham FA County 
Cup and ended as runners up.
Under 7 Eagles - The season began in impressive fashion, finishing 
runners-up in their first two tournaments. 
In their first ever league campaign, the Eagles competed brilliantly 
in a strong and competitive division. During that run they scored 42 
goals, conceding just 9, demonstrating both exciting, attacking football 
and growing defensive strength. More importantly, every player has 
developed enormously throughout the season.
Under 10 Wildcats - With six girls new to competitive football, it was all 
about learning and developing. The more experienced girls made the 
new girls feel at ease and the football began to flow. Narrowly missing 
out on promotion by one place, but coming back strong in the league 
cup with 5 wins from 6, with only three games left to play, promotion to 
the Premier league is in our sights. 
Under 10 Pumas - The Pumas’ first season together has been great fun. 
It’s been brilliant to see the girls develop in confidence, improve week by 
week, and grow together as a team. 
Under 8 Wildcats - This has been the team’s first season together, but 
the progress, in a short space of time, has been outstanding. They have 
competed very well in the Russell Foster League, with some excellent 
results along the way. The team have the potential to be even better 
next year.
Under 12 Falcons - A good solid season, with some ups and downs. 
We moved up a division this season and finished mid-table. Lots of 
development as a team, and some strong performances. 

Little Eagles Boys Development and Wildcats 
Girls Development
Another successful season at our development 
sections for children aged 5-8 years old. Each 
week over 50 boys and girls attend our Tuesday 
and Sunday sessions. Next season we will have 
new teams at U7 & U9 Boys as well as U7 Girls 
and a 2nd team at U8 Girls. 
If you are interested in starting a football 
journey, contact Berni 07939 045242.



Page 26                                                                                                                                                                   Newton News

Work to create a new cultural venue 
and tourist attraction in Durham City 
has reached an important milestone, 
with the main construction phase now 
complete.
The building, which was once home 
to the Durham Light Infantry (DLI) 
Museum and Durham Art Gallery, was 
handed back to the council, following 
its transformation into a multipurpose 
cultural space.
Over the last two years, construction firm Willmott Dixon has undertaken 
significant works to the original building, which has been stripped down 
to its basic structure and almost completely rebuilt. As a result, the 
venue is now capable of staging world class exhibitions. 
Its links to military history, meanwhile, will be retained through a 
dedicated DLI gallery telling the story of the ‘Durhams’ through objects, 
documents and film footage from the DLI Collection.
More than just an exhibition space, The Light has also been designed to 
include facilities for hosting private events and conferences. A ground 
floor café, meanwhile, will provide a place for visitors and passers-by 
to stop for refreshments. Set within beautiful natural grounds, The 
Light also offers outdoor space for visitors to explore, play and enjoy, 
alongside quieter areas designed for reflection.
The Light’s location, at the heart of Aykley Heads, will also make the 
venue an anchor institution of Durham’s Innovation District. Acting as 
a meeting place and a creative hub, it will support the game-changing 
ambitions of the new district and play a key part in the sustainable 
growth of the site.
And, as a sister venue to The Story, which provides the permanent home 
to the DLI Collection, it will work alongside attractions across the county 
to support a visitor offer that celebrates County Durham’s heritage and 
highlights its ambition.
The Light will employ around 18 members of staff, along with 
opportunities throughout the year for placements, residence schemes, 
volunteering and fixed term paid employment. 
To find out about career opportunities at The Light, visit:
www.durham.gov.uk/workingatthelight

Construction of New 
County Durham Cultural 
Venue Complete

Despite an adverse weather forecast for rain, 
32 Aycliffe Fell Waking Club members joined 
the coach for AFWC’s first of four outings 
this year to the Lake District. The Helvellyn 
Range was their target, with walks between 
Legburthwaite and Grasmere. However, there 
was no rain, but most chose to avoid the 
highest peaks like Helvellyn and Dollywagon 
Pike since the cloud level would have obscured 
any views from the top. Many chose to climb 
the slightly lower peaks of Greenup Edge and 
High Raise, to the west, whilst others stuck 
to more lowland paths with a potential lunch 
stop of climbing to Grisedale Tarn and the 
scenic views from there. For myself, I got to 
Middletow on the way up to Greenup Edge, but 
felt very dizzy. I was very grateful to Colin who 
accompanied me, cutting across the fell to the 
well-made path coming from Greenup Edge. On 
our way down to Grasmere we encountered a 
huge flock of sheep being ushered up the lane 
by two dogs and a whistling farmer! We caused 
him a few problems as the sheep shot into an 
open-gated field to avoid us. He managed to 
recover them all and it was fascinating to see 
the dogs working to his commands. The sheep 
carried on their way whilst all walkers arrived 
safely in Grasmere for the usual refreshments 
and engaging chatter.
The next walk on Saturday 13th June is in 
the North Yorkshire Moors, with a selection 
of walks between Sutton Bank, Helmsley 
and Osmotherley, taking in sections of the 
Cleveland Way with other options across the 
moorland and Cleveland Hills.
Aycliffe Fell Walking Club is a very friendly 
walking club. Please look at the website: 
aycliffefellwalkingclub.com for further details 
or if you are interested in joining us. Annual 
membership of £10 runs from January to 
December with each walk outing costing £15 
to cover the cost of the coach. Feel free to join 
us on the next walk. We look forward to your 
interest.

Aycliffe Fell 
Walkers Club

Charity Car Wash
Meynell & Mason are to hold a Charity Car Wash in support of Great 
Aycliffe Cancer Support Group. 
Meynell & Mason Funeral Directors will be hosting a charity car wash at 
their Stephenson Way branch in Newton Aycliffe on Saturday 20th June 
from 10.00am to 4.00pm. 
The event aims to raise funds for the Great Aycliffe Cancer Support 
Group, with all proceeds going towards supporting the charity’s valuable 
work in the local community. 
Local residents are warmly invited to bring their cars along for a wash, 
enjoy tea, coffee and refreshments, and support the fundraising efforts. 
Meynell & Mason would also welcome any volunteers who would like to 
help on the day. 
The team hopes the community will come together to support a 
worthwhile cause and make the event a great success.



Newton News                                                                                                                         Page 27

FOLLOW US ON
SIMPLY SEARCH newton-news

Newton News

It matters not if you are 
a complete novice or an 
experienced wood carver, why 
not come along to our club and 
experience the wonderful craft 
of wood carving. Turning a plain 
piece of wood into a tactile, 
beautiful piece of art, is not only 
satisfying and rewarding, it is also a great way of relaxing and helping to 
relieve (for a while) the stresses of modern day life.
Wood carving is an ancient craft originating to around 12500 years ago, 
but don’t just think it’s a craft from the past, it’s also relevant in the 
present day and beyond with so many modern, new design ideas. It is 
therefore our desire to ensure it continues with future generations and, 
with this in mind, it is our motivation to recruit new members to join us.
The first four visits are completely free, so it’s your opportunity to come 
along for a few weeks and see if it’s for you, with no commitment to join 
and, what’s more, tools and wood will be provided for you throughout 
this complementary period.
If you are new to carving, one of our existing carvers will be on hand to 
mentor you and provide guidance and advice as needed.
Wood carving really is for everyone, no matter your gender or indeed 
your age. You will receive a very warm welcome from our members.
If you do decide to become a member, you are free to carve what ever 
piece appeals to you. Carvings such as love spoons, wall art carvings, 
walking sticks, letter openers, animals, caricatures, netsuke, gargoyles or 
modern abstract carvings, there are so many different opportunities and, 
with practice and a little patience, you will soon be able to adorn your 
home with beautiful pieces of your own handiwork.
Our members also have access to the club’s free to borrow library, which 
has a large array of books and DVD’s to give inspiration, with many step 
by step projects to complete, that will assist and guide you through your 
wood carving journey. We also have some very experienced members 
who are always willing to give advice and guidance.
Several of our members design their own projects from photographs, 
or they take inspiration from the internet, so the possibilities really are 
endless. 
At Coniscliffe Carving Club, we have a long history and were established 
some 26 years ago, originating in Darlington, before finding our new 
home at Bowburn Community Centre. The majority of our members 
are not from Bowburn, but they are happy to travel and meet with like 
minded people for some carving, chat and even a cup of tea.
We meet every Tuesday evening, so if you, or someone you know, may 
be interested in coming along to see what we get up to, please give me a 
call to discuss further. We look forward to hearing from you soon.
For more information contact Brenda on 07710 748239.

Wood Carving Club in 
County Durham

Local Network 
Drop-Ins
Residents in County Durham can find out 
more about their Local Network at a series of 
information events. 
Each of Durham County Council’s 12 Local 
Network’s will be hosting drop-in sessions for 
residents throughout June.
Residents and partners can meet their Local 
Network team, find out what areas they cover, 
and how the networks function. 
They can discover how to share their views 
about, and priorities for, their local area via each 
network’s Local Network Community Forum and 
learn more about the council’s consultations 
platform; Let’s Talk County Durham. 
There is also the chance to hear about funding 
opportunities the Local Networks may have 
available in the future. 
Drop-in sessions will be taking place on the 
following dates:
•	 Crook, Weardale and Willington - Crook
	 Civic Centre, Tuesday 2nd June, 9.30am -
	 2pm and 4pm - 6pm.
•	 Consett – Consett Library, Tuesday 2nd June,
	 10am - 12pm and 2pm - 4pm.
•	 Teesdale area – Barnard Castle Library,
	 Tuesday 2nd June, 10am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm.
•	 Horden, Peterlee and surrounding areas –
	 Eden Hill People’s Centre, Wednesday 3rd
	 June, 10am - 2pm. 
•	 Coxhoe, Ferryhill and Spennymoor areas –
	 Trinity Methodist Church, Thursday 4th
	 June, 2pm - 6pm.
•	 Chester-le-Street and surrounding areas
	 Chester-le-Street Library, Thursday 4th June,
	 11am - 7pm.
•	 Bishop Auckland and Shildon areas – Bishop
	 Auckland Town Hall, Monday 8th June,
	 10am - 4pm.
•	 Stanley and surrounding areas – The Louisa
	 Centre, Wednesday 10th June, 11am - 7pm.
•	 Mid Durham and surrounding areas –
	 Meadowfield Leisure Centre, Thursday 11th
	 June, 10am - 3pm and 5pm - 7pm.
•	 Easington, Seaham and surrounding areas
	 Seaham Library, Thursday 11th June, 10am
	 - 2pm.
•	 Newton Aycliffe and Sedgefield areas
	 Newton Aycliffe Leisure Centre, Monday
	 15th June, 9.30am to 4.30pm
•	 Durham City and surrounding areas –
	 Clayport Library, Thursday 18th June, 11am
	 - 6.30pm.
Anyone interested in finding out more about 
their Local Network or the drop-in events can 
e-mail: LocalNetworks@durham.gov.uk
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Opera Nova 
Presents
Mozart’s The Marriage of Figaro
Friday 19th and Saturday 20th June 2026
Majestic Theatre, Bondgate, Darlington DL3 7JT
Box Office: 01325 633290
Online: www.themajestictheatre.co.uk
Tickets: £17 Adults; £5 u18s / students.
You will definitely not be disappointed by 
Opera Nova’s production of Mozart’s playful 
comedy The Marriage of Figaro, now only a few 
weeks away. This is a fantastic opportunity to 
enjoy a vibrant, staged performance - sung in 
English by our established principals and some 
wonderful singers from around the North East, 
joining Opera Nova for this exciting production. 
We’re very proud that our cast includes some 
talented young singers taking their very first 
steps onto the operatic stage.
The Marriage of Figaro, we’re told, hasn’t 
been performed locally by an amateur group 
for more than 25 years. It‘s the first time 
that Darlington’s historic Majestic Theatre 
has hosted an opera. Our production, set in 
modern times, brings out the relevance of 
Mozart’s work to today’s world, like all the best 
comedy, it has a darker side.
Don’t miss this golden opportunity to immerse 
yourself in the magical and intriguing world of 
opera. Come and enjoy The Marriage of Figaro.
For more information visit our website:
www.operanova.org.uk

MOBILITY SCOOTER
Wheelchair,
Ramps, etc.,

Any Condition.

T. 07401 133459

wanted

In memoriam

Stephen Maddison
(Steve)

21/3/1928-24/4/2026
A long life of 98 years 
ended peacefully 
after a short illness.
A bonus Grandfather 
and dear friend 
to Paul, Caroline, 
Richard, Laura, 
Daniel, Ollie, Joshua, 
Jess and Steve; a 
beloved Father to the 
late Lynne Wright, 
whom we all miss 
enormously.
Enjoy being back 
together again.
‘Fair winds and 
following seas Sailor’.

Agnes Hills

28/4/48-1/5/14

Always loved. Never 
forgotten.
Your loving
Husband Tom xxx

accomodation

HOUSE TO RENT
Bewick Crescent,
Newton Aycliffe

Two bedrooms, living 
room, kitchen, dining 
room, front and rear 
gardens, nice cul-de-
sac, £590pcm.
Call 07738 421663 
for more details and 
viewings.

congratulations

Dick Whittleton

93 on 20th May
Happy birthday Dad
Even as I grow older, 
my favourite place is 
right beside you.
You are my rock and 
the greatest example 
of a good man, my 
guiding light and my 
best friend.
Special birthday 
wishes, love you 
always.
Debbie xxxxx

Iris Sinclair

Passed away sud-
denly on 27th April 
2026, aged 88.
Beloved Wife of the 
late Jim; adored Mam 
of Helen and the late 
David; loving Nanna 
to Alex and Auntie 
to Alison, Carole and 
Kathryn.
Special thanks to 
Ventress Hall Care 
Home for their care 
during her time with 
them.
Funeral took place on 
Thursday 21st May 
2026.
Rest in peace Mam 
xxx

Gerard Wise

of Hunters Green.
Passed away 
peacefully on the 
26th April surrounded 
by his loving family, 
aged 64 years.
A special Brother and 
Brother-in-Law; much 
loved Uncle and 
friend to all who met 
him.
Reunited with Mam, 
Dad and his late 
Sister, Margaret.
Internment has taken 
place. R.I.P.

OBITUARY

Aycliffe 
COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification

PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades  -  Data Recovery
Windows 11 Installation

Broadband Installation
Networking  -  Anti Virus

Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

No Call Out Charge Within 
Newton News Circulation area

Contact Rob
07841 867170
aycliffecomputers@gmail.com

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED 
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER 

BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

Frederick ‘Fred’ 
Irvin

15/5/1930-29/3/2026
Alan and Pauline 
would like to express 
their sincere thanks 
to family, friends and 
neighbours and the 
staff at Defoe Court 
for their kindness 
and sympathy shown 
during their recent 
bereavement.
Thank you for 
the many cards, 
beautiful flowers 
and messages of 
condolence received 
and generous 
donations to GNAAS.
Thanks to Jodie 
McCombie for her 
comforting words 
and the lovely service 
and to Kevan Doods 
and his colleagues at 
Whitehouse Funeral 
Services for their 
p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m , 
guidance and 
compassion during 
this difficult time.
Loved and missed 
every day xx
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Hopetown Darlington marked a proud milestone as the Railway Coffee 
Morning Group celebrated its 10th anniversary.
The celebration took place on Thursday 30th April at the new Darlington 
Locomotive Works, with cake, conversation and a room full of railway 
memories.
Established a decade ago, within the former railway museum, the group 
began as a simple monthly coffee morning and has since quietly grown 
into a vital community lifeline. For ten years, it has brought together 
former railway workers and their relatives, creating a welcoming 
space for friendship, storytelling and connection, all set against the 
unmistakable backdrop of Darlington’s railway heritage.
The group has previously undertaken day trips to National Railway 
Museum and Locomotion and, during Hopetown Darlington’s 
redevelopment, the group regularly met at Morrisons North Road Café.
This isn’t just about railways, although that shared history brings people 
together - it’s about connection, wellbeing and belonging. For many of 
our members, this monthly gathering has become a real anchor. Seeing 
everyone together today, sharing stories beneath these locomotives, 
has been a deeply moving reminder of why Hopetown and the Coffee 
Morning matters and why community spaces like this are so important.
The anniversary celebration took place on Thursday 30th April, with long 
standing members gathering to reminisce, laugh and share personal 
stories from lives shaped by the railway. The atmosphere was warm and 
distinctly local, enhanced by the rare sight of the UK’s newest steam 
locomotive under construction - Prince of Wales - side by side with 
Darlington’s internationally famous locomotive Tornado - a powerful 
visual symbol of Darlington’s past, present and future at the heart of 
British railway history.
Guests enjoyed a small pop up exhibition exploring Darlington’s 
locomotive building history, featuring photographs and objects from 
Hopetown’s collection, alongside a celebratory cake cutting ceremony.
The members of the group shared stories from their time on the railways, 
reminisced over the last 10 years of the Railway Coffee Morning, and 
remembered former members of the group no longer with us.
Les, one of the original members of the Coffee Morning, said: “I started 
coming along years ago for a cuppa and a chat, but it quickly became 
much more than that. This group keeps you connected to each other and 
to the railway history we’re all so proud of, allows you to make genuine 
friends and to reminisce about the good old days in North Road Works. 
It gives you something to look forward to every month, and that means a 
lot.”
The Railway Coffee Morning Group’s 10 year celebration is a reminder of 
the power of local places and people, and the lasting impact that shared 
heritage, conversation and community can have.

Hopetown Darlington 
Celebrates 10 Years

SHILDON LOCKSMITHSSHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTORUPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Door
Repair

Specialist

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs - Emergency Door Opening
Mechanism Repair/Replace - Door Adjustment & Furniture

90% of Parts in Stock - 24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114 or 07748 044 808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

locksmith

BrushstrokesBrushstrokes
DecoratorsDecorators

Free no obligation quotes and
advice from a time served

painter & decorator. 
Interior & exterior work, 

no job too small. 
End of tenancy clean up for 

landlord’s. Gutters and fascias 
cleaned from £60. 

Discounts for OAP & NHS staff
Tel: 01325 312953Tel: 01325 312953

Mobile: 07587 140912Mobile: 07587 140912

G. CROSSEN
PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07340 606402
Time Served  -  C&G  -  Established 1998

S. Sowerby Decorators
All aspects interior & exterior catered for, large/small

Private Dwellings, Commercial, Shops, Offices,
Public House, Landlords and Estates Welcome

Contact Steve
for a free estimate
Telephone: 07896 277593
Email: stevetopdecs@hotmail.co.uk

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator

Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate
01325 483 697

or 07745 037 754

DRAGON 
DECORATORS
All aspects of interior 
& exterior decorating, 
including children’s 

artwork. Over 30 years 
experience. Member of 

“Checked & Vetted”. No 
job too small,
free estimates.

Contact Colin on 
07952 364426

decorator

Croft Circuit 
Meets 2026
June 27th/28th
Ginetta Fest Weekend
July 11th/12th
British Racing & Sports Car Club Car Race Meet
August 22nd/23rd
Darlington & District Motor Club Battle of Britain 
Race Meeting
September 5th/6th
Kwik Fit British Touring Car Championship Meet
September 19th/20th
750 Motor Club Car Race Meeting
November 29th
Christmas Stages Rally

Newton News
www.newtonnews.co.uk
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Suites and Chairs
New Foams & Springs
Large Pattern Range

Free Estimates & Advice

TEL: 01740 655908
After hours: 07775 535915

RE-UPHOLSTERY

NEWAVE FURNITURE

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES

• Carpet and 
Upholstery cleaning
• Leather cleaning 

and repair
• Pressure washing

• Gutter clean & repair
• End of tenancy cleans

• Domestic and  
Commercial cleaning
• Janitorial supplies

• Fully insured

07895 697115
01325 496939

GUTTER 
CLEANING 

SERVICE
Gutters, Fascia and 

Soffits cleaned.
Paul 07399 628345

‘Laundry Ladies’
Offering a wash, 
dry and ironing 

service (domestic or 
commercial). Free 
collection and drop 

off included.
Tel 07928 768744 or 
laundryladies16@gmail.com

‘Cleaning Angels’
For all your cleaning needs. 

Commercial cleaning 
available.

End of tenancy,
holiday lets, builders cabins, 
oven cleans, office cleaning, 
window cleaning (up to 8ft), 

ironing service available. 
Competitive rates.

Sanitising & Fogging
Find us on Facebook

Angela 07518 798 595

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE
REPAIRS

01325 321756

New Indesit 7kg
Washing Machine
£250. Other appliances
available and repaired

Foster Joinery Services
All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

From inside the home: Doors, Skirting and Architrave, 
Staircases and revamping what you already have,

Loft entrances and Loft Ladders.
To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.

Plastering
No job too small - Can supply all materials

Just ring 07748 967374 for a FREE quote

C SMILLIE
• Joinery •
• Building •

• Decorating •
Established 1984

Apprenticeship Served

312024  after 6pm

“U” STORE
Aycliffe Business Park
Domestic and Industrial 
storage. Open 6 days a 
week. Inside & outside 
storage containers from

£15 per week
TEL: 01325 317716

or 07850 646355

For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338

waterways@talktalk.net

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs    Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes    Power Flushing

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596

Mobile 07931 591381

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs
Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing
Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

 
 
 

•  Boiler Repairs  •  Boiler Servicing  •
New Boiler Installati ons & Heati ng Systems

•  Qualifi ed Gas Engineer  •
•  ALL PLUMBING WORKS UNDERTAKEN  •

•  Reliable Service  •  Tidy Work  •
•  Free Quotati ons  •  Boilers from £999  •

•  Finance Opti ons Available  •

Call Mark on T: 07340 826 219
or 01325 802 212 (Aycliff e Offi  ce)
E: info@absoluteplumbingandheat.co.uk 

A friendly local company

669174

Roofi ng and 
Roofl ine Specialists
Tel: 01325 255800
or 07735 333297

FASCIAS      SOFFITS      GUTTERING

• Fascias • Soffi  ts • Guttering • Full Roofs • Flat Roofs
• Dry Ridge • Dry Verge • UPVC Cleaning
Roof Cleaning & Maintenance, Service, Gutters etc
Free Scaff old Supplied - Family Run Business
www.stevensandsonroofi ng.co.uk

Storm Damage and Insurance Work Covered

JK Roofing
All Roofing Work Undertaken

From One Tile to a Full Roof - Felt Roofs - Chimney Re-points 
- Dry Ridge System - Dry Verge - UPVC Fascias and Soffits.
Covering Aycliffe for the past 15+ years.
Free estimates:

07305 163146 or 07511 608311

Contact Peter on 07876 078577
New Roofs From £5500
Chimney Stacks - Slating - Ridge Tiles Replaced
Tiling - Flat Roofs - Pointing
Leadwork - Guttering
UPVC Facias and Soffi  ts
Storm Damage - Velux Windows

PMHROOFING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

01325 776 535
Chimney Stacks - Slating -

Ridge Tiles Replaced - Tiling - Flat
Roofs - Pointing - Leadwork - UPVC
Facias & Soffits - Guttering - Storm

Damage - Velux Windows

Remember to
tell the

advertiser
you found

them in the
Newton NewsNewton News

01325 300212 - paul@newtonnews.co.uk
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 Car Chargers
 Fuse Box Replacement
 Extra Sockets & Lights
 Landlord Inspections
 Experienced Electrician
 Tidy & Reliable
 Free Quotes & Advice
 OAP Discounts

No Job Too Small
Give Richard a Call

07859 021039

Established 2005

• Fuse Board Upgrades •
• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •

• EV Chargers Installed •
• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •

• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on 

01325 520526
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)

Website: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

ASK Services
Man + Van, Removal, 

Delivery and lots more.
Contact Paul

07399 628345

R.S.
REMOVALS

Single Items to
Full House Moves

Telephone:
07860 560295

CCTV
15% OFF

with this 
advert

Time Served Royal Horticultural Society Arborist
• Felling, Dismantling & Pruning • Hedge Cutting

• STUMP GRINDING AND REMOVAL
• Local Authority Approved Contractor

All Areas Covered - Free Quotations and Advice

Alexander Walker TechArborA., ND Arb., SOC Arb
Fully Insured - Professionally Trained - Aycliffe Based

07544 802052
www.awtreecare.co.uk

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work

Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking & 

Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432

Mobile: 07765 374 905

Alpine Landscapes
Patios, Driveways, Fencing, 

Decking, Gravel, Turfing, 
Walls. All work guaranteed. 

25 years experience,
est 15 years,

professional advice.
alpinelandscapes.co.uk

Alan on 07974 710351

ROSEWOOD
TREE WORK
Felled, Pruned, Hedges 
Cut, Fencing, Gravel.

All aspects of
groundwork considered.

20% off for OAPs.
Tel 01325 319972
or 07740 999075

Call Alan
on

07908 793 010

For a FREE quote

Gardening
& Odd Jobs
My late wife told me, once, 
she had received a letter from 
the council stating she had a 
dangerously overhanging bush. She said, “I didn’t know 
whether to get the shears out, or the scissors!” 
If you are suffering from the same, or just need tree 
pruning or general garden tidying or anything, just give 
me a call and I will come around for a coffee and a chat 
about what you need doing!

I Do Fences, I Also Do Jet Washing

Contact Richard 07832 136674
A Very Friendly Service

DLPDLP
GARDEN SERVICESGARDEN SERVICES

Call for a quoteCall for a quote
07854 68471207854 684712
Fencing & LandscapingFencing & Landscaping
     DLPGardenServices     DLPGardenServices

• FENCING
• PATIOS
• LAWNS

• DECKING
• and MORE

Newton News
01325 300212

paul@newtonnews.co.uk

FREE
WELL ROTTED 

MANURE

01325 312116
07526 387783

GARDEN 
SERVICES
Lawns Cut & Maintained

Hedges & Shrubs Cut Back or
Removed. Fences Replaced or 
Repaired. Gravel Work/Borders
TEL 01325 318269
www.esproperty-estate.co.uk

Property Maintenance Services



Page 32                                                                                                                                                                   Newton News

0191 462 0113

Newton News is published by Newton Press, c/o Blue Bridge Centre, St Cuthberts Way, Newton Aycliffe, County Durham DL5 6DS - Printed by Mortons Print Ltd, Morton Way, Boston Road Industrial Estate, Horncastle LN9 6JR

Raising funds for Dementia UK and the British 
Heart Foundation, Garry Henderson, 64, 
from Newton Aycliffe, is set to embark on a 
remarkable 500 mile solo charity bicycle ride 
along the famous Camino de Santiago route, 
cycling from St Jean Pied de Port in France to 
Santiago de Compostela in western Spain.
Garry began his journey travelling from 
Darlington by train and ferry on 21st May, 
ahead of starting the cycle ride on 24th May. 
Over 18 days, he will cover approximately 500 
miles and tackle more than 11,000 metres 
of ascent, finishing in Santiago on 10th June, 
before driving back to catch the ferry in 
Bilbao.
The challenge aims to raise funds for two 
important charities, Dementia UK and The 
British Heart Foundation. This cause is deeply 
personal for Garry, as in 2017, he survived a 
serious heart attack and received life-saving 
treatment at James Cook University Hospital, 
where four stents were implanted. His 
experience has inspired him to support the 
British Heart Foundation and raise awareness 
of heart health.
In addition, Garry’s father is currently living 
in a nursing home following a decline due to 
vascular dementia, making it difficult for his 
86-year-old mother to continue caring for 
him at home. This has strengthened Garry’s 
commitment to supporting Dementia UK and 
families affected by the condition.
“This challenge means a great deal to me,” 
said Garry. “After everything my family and I 
have experienced, I wanted to do something 
meaningful to give back and help others 
facing similar situations. It’s going to be tough, 
but the causes couldn’t be more important.”
To donate to this cause, visit:
https://www.justgiving.com/page/
caminodesantiago2026-2
or
https://www.justgiving.com/page/
caminodesantiago2026

Aycliffe Man Takes on 500-mile Charity Cycle


