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Tidy Team Fifth
Anniversary

Dear Sir,

Great Aycliffe Tidy
Team has been
operating around
Newton Aycliffe since
Wednesday 10th
March 2021, working
initially from the
Horndale play area.
The Tidy Team
works closely with
Great Aycliffe Town Council, who provide

the equipment and remove the rubbish we
collect. We have also received support and
equipment from Durham County Council, Livin
and Groundwork Trust. Seven members of the
team have been regular volunteers from the
beginning, and we continue to welcome new
people joining the group.

Over the past five years we have carried out
more than 200 duties. Although we have
occasionally missed planned working days
due to heavy rain or snow, our main activities
include litter picking and removing fly-tipped
waste.

We would like to thank the Town Council staff
for their continued support in removing the
rubbish we collect. In the early days we often
found large amounts of waste dumped in the
woodland, but thankfully the situation has
improved.

The team also enjoys planting trees and
cutting back overhanging branches and
shrubs along the Great Aycliffe Way and other
walkways. We have also worked alongside
several other local community groups.

lan Gray.

Five Acres
Victory...

Last Saturday we headed to the Youth Centre,
Newton Aycliffe, for the Annual Model Railway
Exhibition where we proudly showcased our
Five Acres Farm layout alongside lots of other
incredible displays.

We only went on to WIN!!!!

We were honoured to receive the ‘John Henry
Jones Memorial Trophy’ — such a special
moment for the team and a huge reward for all
the effort that has gone into building it.

A big thank you to the Great Aycliffe Rotary
Club for their involvement and support and a
special mention to Graeme Watson and Dave
Scott who helped build our layout, without their
time, patience and skills our little farm railway
might still be a pile of wood and wires.

Life after the burglary....

We would like to say a huge thank you to all
who read about our recent break in at our

site at Lime Lane, Brafferton and to those
splendid folks who took the time to donate and
offer assistance. This enabled us to replace
fencing, damaged and stolen items.

We are so grateful to you all for supporting us
in our hour of need.

Best Wishes, The Team at Five Acres
Community Garden CIC.

A New Chapter for
Newton News

Newton News, and its predecessor The Newtonian, has proudly served
the community of Newton Aycliffe since the town’s inception in 1948.
Originally launched as a newsletter delivered to every home, the
publication began as a monthly issue, reflecting the growth and
development of the new town. As Newton Aycliffe expanded, so too
did its community voice - moving to a fortnightly publication in 1969
and then to a weekly edition in 1984. Over the decades, Newton News
became the trusted source for local stories, community achievements,
events and business updates - a true record of the town’s history and
progress.

However, like many local newspapers across the country, Newton
News has faced increasing challenges in recent years. The rise of
social media and digital platforms has significantly changed how people
access news and information. While Newton News has continued to
provide reliable, community-focused journalism, the landscape for print
publications has evolved dramatically.

Newton Press has worked tirelessly to support the production of a
dedicated newspaper (or magazine) for Newton Aycliffe residents.
Historically, the costs of producing and delivering the Newton News
have been covered by valued local advertisers. Unfortunately,
advertising revenue has steadily declined, reflecting broader national
trends affecting print media.

With these factors in mind, alongside valuable feedback from readers
who expressed a preference for a magazine-style format, Newton
Press has made the difficult, but necessary, decision to bring Newton
News full circle. From 1st April 2026, the publication will return to a
monthly format, allowing the team to focus on producing a high-quality,
engaging community magazine.

In addition, changes will be made to distribution. Delivering to every
household in Newton Aycliffe and surrounding villages has become
increasingly challenging, particularly as fewer young people are
seeking traditional weekend delivery roles. As a result, from the 1st
April edition, Newton News will no longer be delivered door-to-door.
Instead, copies will be available to collect from a range of convenient
pick-up points across the town, including:

Tesco, Newton Aycliffe Library, Sports Complex, Don Walker's
Butchers, Café HQ, Young’'s Newsagents, Neville Parade Newsagents,
Washington Crescent Shop Local, PCP Centre, McDonald’s, Business
Park Post Office, Save Garage (Business Park), Steam Machine and
Newton Press Reception.

Readers can also choose to receive their copy digitally by subscribing
to Newton News - simply email: paul@ newtonnews.co.uk to be added
to the distribution list and receive your copy on the day of publication.
Newton News remains fully committed to serving the community of
Newton Aycliffe and its surrounding villages. This new chapter ensures
the publication can continue to celebrate local people, businesses,
schools, clubs and organisations for many years to come.

We thank our loyal readers and advertisers for their continued support
as we move forward together.

Please note: Each edition will be published on the first of every
month. The deadline for advertisements, notices, letters, stories,
and editorials is four working days prior to the publication date.
Please plan ahead to ensure residents are informed of your plans
in good time.
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Nominations

BBC Radio Tees is searching for outstanding
community heroes for their Make a Difference
Awards 2026. These awards celebrate
individuals, groups and animals who go above
and beyond to help others.

Do you know someone who deserves
recognition - a great volunteer, young hero

or even a helpful animal? You can nominate
them for a Make a Difference Award 2026.
Nominate and view categories, terms and the
privacy notice at Make A Difference Awards.
Nominations close at 5pm on Tuesday 31st
March 2026.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/makeadifference/awards

Thank You

Dear Sir,

While driving home, after dropping my wife in
Aycliffe Village for a hairdressing appointment,
my car broke down not far from Heighington
Station. | left the car and started to walk home.
Ben, a passing motorist, stopped, guessed it
was my car he’d seen earlier and offered me a
lift home. Not only that, he took me back to my
car, towed me to a garage in Newton Aycliffe
and then took me to the hairdressers to pick
up my wife and drove us home. He gave us
over two hours of his time. He even made me a
cup of tea at his house while we waited for my
wife’s hairdo to be finished.

In a world full of bad news, war and general
nastiness, this is a tale of kindness that
restores my faith in human nature. Thanks
again to Ben and his mum.

Phil Fairclough (address supplied)

A Friday Night to
Remember at Ayclive

The North East’'s much-loved live
music festival, Ayclive, returns
in 2026 with a Friday evening
performance that is set to kick
off the weekend with energy,
excitement and unforgettable
music. Taking place on the
Oakleaf Sports Field, the event
has become a highlight of the
local cultural calendar, drawing
music lovers from across the
region and the country.
This year’s Friday programme
promises something for
everyone. Festival-goers will
enjoy three diverse and high-
energy acts on stage, each bringing their own style and flair. From
emerging local talent to performers who have already begun to
make a name nationally, the line-up reflects Ayclive’s commitment to
showcasing both the community’s talent and the wider music scene.
Adding to the excitement, local DJ, Nathan Abbott, will be blasting
out classic dance anthems in between the acts, keeping the energy
flowing and giving the crowd a chance to dance, sing along and
soak up the festival atmosphere. His set promises to bridge the
performances with some of the most iconic beats from past decades,
making the night a true celebration of live music and club culture alike.
For music fans, the timing couldn’t be better. Normally, attending a
venue for just one of these acts would cost £5.00, but early bird tickets
offer the chance to see ALL three performances for only £7.00 - a deal
organisers say is designed to make live music accessible to everyone.
Please note: Ayclive 2026 Friday evening is an over-18s event only.
Organisers describe Ayclive as ‘more than just a music festival’. “It's
about community, energy and celebrating live performance,” they
explain. “Friday night sets the tone for the weekend. It's when the
festival spirit truly comes alive with music,
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atmosphere and people coming together to
share the experience.”

Attendees can expect a lively and welcoming
environment, with opportunities to meet fellow
music fans, explore local vendors and soak up
the festival’s electric atmosphere. The event
has become a tradition in Newton Aycliffe

and organisers are excited to see old faces
returning alongside new visitors eager to
experience Ayclive for the first time.

Beyond the music, Ayclive continues to
support local talent and creative initiatives,
offering a platform for performers who

might not otherwise reach large audiences.
This emphasis on community engagement
makes the festival more than just a night

of entertainment - it's a celebration of the
creativity and passion within the North East.
With early bird tickets already on sale,

and expected to sell fast, organisers are
encouraging festival-goers to secure their spot
now.

Don’t miss the chance to be part of Ayclive
2026, where Friday night promises high-
energy performances, classic dance anthems
from DJ Nathan and memories that will last
long after the final encore.

Tickets and more information:
www.ayclive.co.uk
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Make a
Difference

Become a Town Councillor

Are you passionate about the community of
Great Aycliffe and do you want to help make
it a better place for all to live, work and grow
up?

If this sounds like something you are
interested in, then we encourage you to
apply to become a Town Councillor. Great
Aycliffe Town Council is currently looking

for two new Councillors and the vacancies
are currently being advertised via a formal
Notice of Co-Option on the Council website,
social media platforms and notice boards
throughout the Town.

One vacant seat is for the West Ward and
the other is for the Byerley Park, Horndale
and Cobblers Hall Ward.

The Town Council welcome applications
from any interested and enthusiastic
members of the public, of all backgrounds
and experiences, who wish to be part of the
varied work that the Town Council is involved
with and help to drive the community
forward.

By becoming a Councillor, you will represent
the views of the people of the Parish and
help shape the community by bringing new
ideas forward and into fruition.

The closing date for applications is
midnight on Monday 13th April 2026.
Candidates will be invited to an Extraordinary
Meeting of the Council, which will be held
on Wednesday 29th April 2026 at 7.00pm
where they can introduce themselves,

give information on their background and
experience and why they wish to become

a member of the Council. The successful
candidates will be selected at this meeting.
Please note that co-opted members are

not eligible to claim

the Basic Members’
Allowance.

If this press release
has caught your
attention and you
would like more
details, please

check the Council
website: www.
great-aycliffe.gov.uk/
council-democracy/
councillors/co-option/
or contact Dan
Austin, Town Clerk at
the Council Offices
on 01325 300700.

SHUTTERS
& BLINDS

by Graham Watson

20 Years Experience

Never beaten on quality
Never knowingly beaten on price

Telephone:
07917 230960

shuttersandblinds.gw@gmail.com

THE LITTL.E BUDDKA

The meaning of life is simple, it’s whatever
you want it to be. What you focus on, what
it means to you, and what you choose to do
about it are the three steps to creating it.
Little Buddha.

Supportive.
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Have You Made Your Will Yet?
PFJ Wills & Celebrant Services

We all know that we need a will, but how often do we
keep putting it off? Make 2026 the year you get your
affairs in order. | am a qualified Solicitor and Will Writer,
specialising in Wills, Lasting Powers of Attorney and
Probate. | am also a Funeral Celebrant.

Highly Competitive Prices
Instructions Taken in the Comfort of your own Home
Please get in touch to discuss your requirements

T: 07852 400736

E: info@pfjwillsandcelebrantservices.co.uk
Polly - PFJ Wills & Celebrant Services
T. The Society of Will Writers

and Estate Planning Practitioners




Milestone 20 Years Iin
Business for BTS

Bus Pass
Changes

Your County Durham issued pass entitles you
to:

* Free travel on all standard bus services in
England after 9.30am from Monday to Friday
and all day Saturday, Sunday and public
holidays. Special night time services and other
special services may be excluded.

* Travel for 50p (rises to £1 on 1st April 2026)
before 9.30am from Monday to Friday when
you get on at a stop within the boundary

of Durham County Council (ordinary fares
normally apply when you get on anywhere
else).

* Travel on Durham City Park and Ride.

* Half price travel on certain local train services
including:

Chester-le-Street, Seaham or Horden, to/from
Newcastle or Middlesbrough and any station in
between.

Bishop Auckland, Shildon, Newton Aycliffe or
Heighington, to/from Middlesbrough and any
station in between.

SIESTA BLINDS

BLINDS DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY

View online: www.siestablinds.com
Visit our showroom:
Whinfield Drive, Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AU
Book an appointment: 01325 309003

OPEN:
Monday-Thursday 8.00am-5.00pm
Friday 8.00am-4.00pm, Saturday by appointment

Dr Alasdair

MacSween
Physiotherapy

and Acupuncture
30 years experience,
specialising in Chronic
Pain.

Clinic appointments in Heighington,
or online consultations available.

Tel: 07356 019020
Email: info@resolvephysio.uk
Web: resolvephysio.uk
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of personalised
gifts suitable
for all ages

Visit our shop now on Beveridge
Way in Aycliffe town centre, where

you will find the perfect gift.
New gift ideas arriving regularly.

Mugs * Coasters * Phone Holders/Stands
Key Rings * Fridge Magnets * Canvas Prints
Photo Plaques/Stands * Phone Cases
Family Football Print * LED Wine Bottle
Scrabble Tiles Box Frames * Cards
Jewellery * Ornaments * Bath Bombs
Wax Burners/Melts/Sizzlers/Diffuser Oils
Scarves * Wedding & Anniversary Gifts °
Wrapping Paper * Nik Naks

BTS Fabrications, a leading North East—founded manufacturer of
aluminium rainscreen, facade and bespoke fabrication solutions,
is celebrating 20 years of delivering high-quality products to
construction projects across the UK.

Since its incorporation in 2006, the family-run manufacturer

has grown from humble beginnings in a small Middlesbrough
unit into an award-winning business recognised for precision
engineering, technical expertise and industry-leading standards.
Managing director Phil Atkinson, who brings more than 40 years
of experience in the sector, has played a central role in shaping
the company’s growth and long-term vision.

He said: “We really have come such a long way. | remember
working long hours and missing out on valuable family time to
ensure the business succeeded, and I'm incredibly proud of what
it has become.

“We used to talk about winning awards and securing large-scale
projects, and to see that now as part of our reality is something
special. None of it would have been possible without the
dedication of our workforce.”

Over the past two decades, BTS has strengthened its
manufacturing capability through significant investment in
facilities, advanced machinery and product innovation.

The business has delivered major projects nationwide, including
its largest contract at York Place in Battersea, and has earned
multiple regional and national awards across engineering,
manufacturing and sustainability.

Alongside commercial success, BTS has placed increasing
emphasis on sustainability, operational efficiency and employee
wellbeing.

Initiatives such as carbon reduction strategies, enhanced
employee engagement and the introduction of a four-day
working week reflect a broader commitment to being not only

a leading manufacturer, but also a responsible employer and
community-focused business.

Phil added: “I like to think of us as a forward-thinking
manufacturer. While growth remains important, we now put our
team at the heart of everything we do.

“We’ve built a strong foundation over the past 20 years and, with
continued investment in our people, technology and sustainable
practices, we're focused on shaping the future of the aluminium
rainscreen and fagade sector. I'm incredibly proud of how far
we’ve come and excited to see what the next 20 years will
bring.”

To learn more about BTS Fabrications’ 20-year journey and its
range of aluminium rainscreen and fagade solutions, visit:
https://btsfabrications.co.uk/blog/fabrications-facades-and-the-
future-celebrating-20-years
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WALKERS

BUTCHERS and BAKERS
Simpasturegate * Newton Aycliffe * 312022

Your Local Family Butcher & Baker

For all meat requirements plus an on-site bakery

HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?
We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.
Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£89.00 inc VAT (per will) and
Free Home Visits
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE
PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

Members of the Society of Will Writers
F.Inst.PA (Qualified Paralegal)

André Edmundson

GDC No. 129799

Clinical Dental Technician

New Dentures & Repairs
A fully qualified Clinical Dental Technician
André has over 35 years experience in denture design

ViTSAlL)

I Norman Terrace, Chilton, DL17 OHF

01388 721284

kate@vitsa.co.uk vitsa.co.uk
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CLINICAL « TECHNICAL = EXPERIENCED * PROFESSIONAL

Established 1980 - Local Company
Supply & Installation of
Windows, Doors, Patio & French Doors,
Lightweight Tiled Roofs
We also complete all types of remedial
works to existing frames - failed units,
window and door locks.

Contact us 01325 321301

to arrange an appointment or email us on
sales@starlightwindows.co.uk

ﬁf Bespoke Windows
Darlington Ltd

Transform Your Home

wiith Bespoke Quality
' WPV Windows & Doors
v Composite & French Doors
,/ Conservalonies

W Bi-Folding Doors

Contact us today for a free ne obligation quote

)

L 01325 468
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PCP Rewards Dedicated Volunteers

Pioneering Care Partnership (PCP) volunteers have been recognised
for their valuable contributions through the Room to Reward scheme.

The charitable Room to Reward scheme partners with hotels and

holiday parks to gift breaks in unsold rooms to nominated volunteers

as a way of saying ‘thank you’ for being community champions and
making a difference in their local community.

Pauline Brass, Matthew Williams and Anita Pearson were nominated

by PCP staff for their outstanding commitment, compassion and
dedication to supporting PCP services and the local community.
Each volunteer has contributed to PCP’s mission of ‘Health,
Wellbeing and Learning for All’ in the last year, as well as bringing
warmth, skills and enthusiasm to everything they do.

Pauline, who volunteers at Options social club at the Pioneering

Kevan Dodds

Funeral Director Joins...
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For the past 14 vears [ have had the privilege

of working as a Funeral Director with Cibson's
Funeral Services, caring for many local families
at some of the most difficult times in ther lhes,
| remiain deeply grateful o everyone who placed

their trust in me during those years

Recenthy, [ made the decision to mewve on, and |
have now joined forces with Whitchouse Funeral
Services, a famiby=owned, independent funcral
director that has served familics throughout the

North Fasa for over 20 years.

| will continue v provide the same personal cane,

dignity and support that Tave abways guided ny works
T the many families and friends Lhave met over the years,
phease know thar Tam still here for vou, IF vou need advice,
puickince, or simphy someone (o talk woabout funerl armngements
of related matters, vou are very welcome to coamact me directhy
i
It has alwanes been an honour o serve this community, and
that commitment to caring for local families remains unchanged LI ‘_

Darlington: 01325 482999 . Newton Aycliffe: 01325 318600 e

enquiricsaswhitchousefs.co.uk
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Private Chapels of Rest
and Funeral Plans
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Surtees House

Hilton Road

e e
- =

Care Centre (PCC) in Newton Aycliffe, said:
“I have been volunteering at the social club
every Thursday since 2014. Social Club
provides adults with learning and physical
disabilities the opportunity to have fun, relax
and unwind, make new friends and take part
in a wide range of activities, it’s fantastic.

“l also enjoy supporting other volunteers too,
helping them with paperwork and settling
into their role. I’'m honoured to have been
awarded this, thank you PCP for nominating
me.”

Matthew, creator of Knock Out Depression,
also volunteers for the Stockton Community
Wellbeing Champions (SCWC) project as a
Wellbeing Champion. Matthew said: “Being
a Champion and being able to spread the
message about what services people can
access in Stockton on Tees to support their
wellbeing is important to me. I'm incredibly
proud to be a part of this community.

“As a volunteer, it's never about getting
something in return, but being recognised
with this award gives me even more
motivation to continue doing what I'm doing
for SCWC and PCP.”

Anita volunteers 12 to 15 hours a week over
three days in the PCC Community Café. She
said: “Thank you to PCP for nominating me.
I've had nervous moments at the start of my
volunteering journey, but I've pushed through
with the support from staff, and | enjoy it so
much, PCP is a great place to volunteer. |
just try to be friendly to everyone and make
their day that little bit better.”

Vicky Browning, Operations Manager, said:
“In the past year, 251 volunteers generously
contributed 9,502 hours to support the
communities PCP supports. Using the Real
Living Wage Foundation benchmark, this
represents an in kind contribution valued at
£143,670.

“Pauline, Matthew and Anita are truly
deserving of this recognition. | want to thank
them for their hard work and commitment,
everyone at PCP hopes you enjoy your well
earned break through the Room to Reward
scheme. The dedication of our incredible
volunteers supports PCP to deliver our
health, wellbeing and learning programmes
across North East communities.”

PCP has volunteer roles across the region,
each offering opportunities to gain skills in
different areas or develop new skills. For
more information about volunteering at PCP,
visit: www.pcp.uk.net/volunteers

Photography
Exhibition

A gritty and unfiltered photography
exhibition, capturing women patrticipating

in sport and being active, is open at Bishop
Auckland Town Hall.

The exhibition, called ‘she thrives’, is part of
Durham County Council’s wider she thrives
campaign, running throughout the month,
which celebrates women across the region
who are involved in physical activity in all its
forms.

Capturing authentic moments of women
being active in places they live, work and
find joy, the exhibition is the culmination of

a year-long documentation by professional
photographer Lee Dobson and was
commissioned by the local authority.

From the edges of the region’s coastline and
the quiet focus of poolside training to the
concrete of the skatepark and the endurance
found on rural roads and community

sports fields; the images aim to reveal the
many ways women claim space through
movement.

Lee’s creativity has helped shape the
exhibition into what it is and, throughout the
project, he took the time to listen, understand
and to build trust with each participant.

As part of the campaign, throughout March,
the local authority is offering a range of free
taster sessions, events and opportunities,
designed to support women’s health and
wellbeing across the county.

Taster sessions will be delivered in
partnership with local clubs and national
governing bodies and organisations to
support women’s health and wellbeing by
creating more welcoming opportunities to get
active, build confidence and connect others.
These taster activities include Roller Derby,
rowing, netball, football, golf, table tennis,
indoor cycling, Pilates, swimming, singing
and virtual on-demand exercise classes.
Until the end of March, the council is also
offering a free seven-day leisure pass to let
people explore local leisure centre facilities
like gyms, swimming and fitness classes and
try different activities at no cost.

To find out more and see what’s on offer
from the council, visit:
www.thriveleisure.co.uk/SheThrives

Newton Aycliffe DL5 6EN

The truly independent family
company caring for your needs

T: 01325 318600

(24 hour)
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Rotary Newton Aycliffe and
RotaKids Visit St. Clare’s Court

Testing Times for Scarlet

Newton Aycliffe based
Junior Pro-kart racer Scarlet
Whitaker Dunn attended her
first test session of 2026 at
her home circuit (Teesside
Autodrome) on Saturday 7th
March.
This year Scarlet will again
be competing with her twin
Honda engined Junior
Pro-kart in the nine round
Teesside Sprint Series held
between March and October
2026.

R1 - 21st-22nd March

R2 - 25th-26th April

R3 - 16th-17th May

R4 - 20th-21st June

R5/6 - 25th-26th July

R7 - 26th-27th September

R8/9 - 24th-25th October
All of Scarlet’s races (Junior
Pro-Kart no7) at Teesside, this season, will be live streamed on the
circuits YouTube channel, which can be found by searching tsk-media
on YouTube.
We would like to thank Amaron Racing, PHM (Peninsula Historic
Motorsport), Carbon Arc Training and Consultancy, Grandad Ron and
Rob Storey for their generous assistance and financial support, making
this possible.
To support Scarlet in her journey please email: mail @ amandawhitaker.
com - every little helps!

Confidence Collective

Appeal for Suit and Dress Donations to Support People Back
into Work.

Local organisations Lifeline Community Action, a Newton Aycliffe
charity, KM Coaching and Hiyed are asking businesses in our
community to help support individuals who are taking important
steps back into employment.

We are seeking donations of suits, business dresses, shirts,
blouses, ties and other smart workwear that are no longer needed
by your organisation or employees. These items will be used to help
people who are preparing for interviews or starting new roles but
may not currently have access to suitable professional clothing.

For many people returning to work after periods of unemployment,
iliness, caring responsibilities, or other life challenges, something

as simple as the right outfit can make a huge difference. Feeling
confident and presentable can transform how someone approaches
an interview and their first days in a new job.

Mrs Legge, Deputy Head at Sugar Hill Primary
School, has written a few words of thanks. “We
would like to say a heartfelt thank you to all
parents and carers for the generous donations
of toiletries. On Tuesday afternoon, our Rota
Kid Ambassadors delivered these items to St
Clare’s Court Care Home where they received a warm welcome from staff and residents.

“It was a pleasure to spend time with everyone at the Care Home and the children thoroughly
enjoyed joining in with the afternoon bingo session. We were especially delighted when Nevaeh
won the full house and proudly came away with a prize!

“Our Rota Kid Ambassadors were an absolute credit to their families and our school, showing
kindness, respect and enthusiasm throughout the visit. We will be returning to St Clare’s Court
soon and will keep you updated in future newsletters.

“A special thank you also goes to Margaret Fenwick from Rotary Newton Aycliffe, who met us
at the Care Home and thanked the children for visiting staff and residents at the home and to
Sugar Hill families for generously supporting our local community. Thank you once again for
your continued suppor, it truly makes a difference.

Mrs Legge would like to say a huge thank you to our Rota Kids Ambassadors. We will be
appointing two Year Two ambassadors really soon! Watch out for more information.”

Your donation will directly support individuals
in our local community by:
* Providing appropriate interview and work
clothing
* Helping build confidence and self-esteem
* Removing a financial barrier for those
entering employment
» Supporting people through the early
stages
of their new career
We welcome clean, good-quality professional
clothing for men and women in a variety of
sizes. Even a small number of items can
make a meaningful difference.
If your organisation has unused clothing
from staff changes, uniform updates, office
clear-outs, or employees willing to donate
professional clothing they no longer use, we
would be incredibly grateful for your support.
Together, we can help people step into
interviews with confidence and begin the
next chapter of their working lives.
To arrange a donation or learn more, please
contact:
andrew.boyd @lifelinecommunityaction.co.uk
Thank you for helping us create opportunities
and restore confidence across our
community.

Easter Coffee Morning
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FAMILY FUN DAY
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MAKE SURE TO COME DOWN TO BEVERIDGE Wl'l’
AT AYCLIFFE TOWN CENTRE ON EASTER SATURDAY

BETWEEN 12PM AND 4PM

COME AND SEE L
HUSIC

THE ANIMALS HAVE FUN ON THE
AT THE FAIRGROUND oM ATCLIFERAOI
PETTING Z00 RIDES
1L30AM T0 3.30PM
PLUS FOR THE
ADULTS THERE I3
MEET THE A CRAFT FAIR

EASTER BUNNY

UNDER 12°5 RECEIVE A
FREE EASTER EGG :
VISIT THE

FACE PAINTER
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Arden Donates Special Brace
Wearing, Scoliosis Bears

Children receiving a scoliosis diagnosis at The James Cook
University Hospital will now be given a special teddy bear thanks
to a seven-year-old from School Aycliffe.

Like many children facing a scoliosis diagnosis, Arden Borsberry found
it difficult to picture what life with a brace would look like.

Determined to turn her own experience into something positive, Arden
dedicated herself to fundraising for other children starting the same
journey.

Her efforts raised over £760, allowing her to purchase 85 Higgy Bears
from America.

Each of the bears proudly wears its own back brace, just like the one
Arden and other children with scoliosis weatr.

Scoliosis is a condition where the spine twists and curves.

For Arden, the discovery was accidental. At four years old, she had an
x-ray for a suspected chest infection, which revealed the curvature in
her spine.

To try to prevent the curve getting worse as Arden grows, she must
wear a brace for up to 20 hours a day to try to prevent the need for
surgery.

Her mother Celine said: “Arden had her first brace fitted just before her
sixth birthday in August 2024.

“When we were told that she needed a brace, it was very emotional. No
parent wants to see their children facing any sort of hardship.

“The thought of Arden having to wear a rigid brace every single day and
not knowing what this will mean for her later in life is tough. But this was
quickly replaced with immense pride at how she is facing her daily life
with scoliosis.”

The bears are intended to show children, in a simple way, what a brace
looks like as well as offering support during their diagnosis.

Arden and her little sister have also put together packs of helpful
leaflets, a badge and a wristband.

Cheryl Honeyman, specialist nurse, said: “We are extremely grateful to
Arden and her family. We've never received anything like this before;

it will be lovely to be able to give other young patients a teddy to give
them some comfort when they are told they need to wear a brace.”
The hospital’s paediatric spinal unit has performed more than 350
scoliosis surgeries since its launch in 2010.

Zak Choudhury, consultant spinal surgeon, added: “Arden has worked
so hard to put this all together, at only seven years old. It’s truly
humbling and an inspiration to us grown-ups too. Her dedication and
kindness will help a lot of young children understand and navigate what
can be a difficult time.”

Arden’s parents are now hoping to set up a local network of children
with scoliosis for Arden to meet up with.

Photo one: Consultant spinal surgeon Zak Choudhury with Arden
Borsberry and her parents Celine and Mark Borsberry.

Photo two: Higgy bear with the leaflet, badge and wristband pack.

Newton News

Young Readers Meet Their MP
on World Book Day

Children from Aycliffe Village
Primary and Nursery School
enjoyed a special visit from our
local Member of Parliament, Alan
Strickland, as part of their World
Book Day celebrations.

The pupils welcomed Mr
Strickland into school to share
their enthusiasm for reading and
to learn more about his role as

an MP. Members of the School
Council and Eco Council prepared
a range of thoughtful questions,
giving them the opportunity to find
out what it is like to represent a
community in Parliament and how
democracy works in the UK.
Following the visit, pupils were
thrilled to receive personally
addressed letters of thanks from
Mr Strickland, recognising their
excellent questions and warm
welcome. The letters were a proud
moment for the children, who were
excited to hear back from their MP.
The school councillors are now
looking forward to continuing their
work to help improve their school
and local community, inspired

by what they learned about
democracy and leadership during
the visit.

Students Visit to Glasshouse

Students from Woodham
Academy recently attended the
Glasshouse in Gateshead, to
perform as part of the ‘Orchestras
for Al project. The aim of the
project is to provide opportunities
for students to rehearse and
perform in a full Orchestra,
alongside other students from the
North East, as well as developing
musicianship skills and
confidence. This is the third year
that Woodham Academy have
been part of this initiative, which
is fully funded by the school’s
music department.

Students have been rehearsing weekly as part of the school’s extra-curricular music
programme. This was the first of two sessions at the Glasshouse where all their hard work came
into fruition.

“To be able to perform as part of a 100 piece orchestra, following a professional conductor, is
something which cannot be replicated in school. Our percussion players loved performing on full
size orchestral timpani drums and xylophones. Students enjoyed making new friends as they
came together to rehearse and perform three pieces of music, one of which was ‘We are the
Champions ‘by Freddie Mercury. Students are already looking forward to our next visit in July.”

Plan Prints (A2, Al, A0Q)

Scanned, Copied and/ or Printed
Posters, Display Boards, Table Plans
Flags, Banners, Signage

Mrs Taylor (Music teacher).

newtonpress

Contact Stuart
Tel: 01325 300212
stu@newtonpress.net



Fantastic Role Model On the Front Line of Freedom

Reproduced from Rotary Magazine, March
2026 by Dave King.

Just days before Christmas, a Viethamese
family arrived in County Durham with nothing
but the clothes they were wearing.

They had been found working in a nail bar

in Bournemouth, a business that, on the
surface, appeared legitimate, but which
concealed a darker reality below ground.
The mother and her two children had been
living and working under coercive conditions.
One daughter was still missing, feared dead.
Moved to a safe house in north-east England,  of modern slavery with accommodation, legal
the family were traumatised, disoriented and support and protection.

frightened. They had no belongings, no local In that gap, between rescue and recognition,
connections and no clear understanding of Junction 7 stepped in.
what would happen next. “We see these gaps all the time,” explained
With the mother too afraid to disclose the full Simon Day, the charity’s founder, and a
A talented 14-year-old cyclist from Houghton-le-Spring has secured story, they could not yet be formally referred Rotarian. “If someone falls between systems,
sponsorship support for the 2026 season and will compete across both | into the government’s National Referral they still need feeding, to be clothed and
road and track disciplines. Mechanism - the system that provides victims  supported. That's where we come in.”

Tom Sailes will race throughout 2026 with individual sponsorship
backing, proudly representing Protech Velocissimo as he continues
his development in competitive cycling. Despite his young age, Tom D - I -

has already demonstrated strong potential on the national stage. I a m O n e e rat I O n
He won a National Track Omnium event in Dundee and previously
qualified for the National Track Finals at the Olympic Velodrome. He f B I d C I
has also secured individual victories at the Sir Chris Hoy Velodrome O r e Ove 0 u p e
and achieved podium finishes across local circuit races. Tom has
recently returned from a winter training camp in Gran Canaria, where John and Ruby Maull are celebrating an

he continued his preparation ahead of the 2026 season. incredible milestone as they mark their

For the coming season, Tom will compete in a full programme of road diamond wedding anniversary, surrounded by

and track events, focusing on continued development, consistency and | the love of family and friends.
performance. His approach to the sport is built on discipline, hard work | Ruby, who was born in Kirk Merrington, and

and long-term progression. John, who grew up on a farm in Trimdon,
Tom is supported this season by Protech, Steel & Alloy and Desco, first met in the most ordinary of places - on
whose backing provides essential assistance with equipment, a bus going to the Bishop Auckland cinema.
preparation and competition opportunities. That chance encounter would spark a

A spokesperson for Protech said: lifelong partnership that has now spanned 60
“Tom is a dedicated and ambitious young rider with a strong work ethic. | remarkable years.

We're proud to support his development for the 2026 season and look | In their working lives, both John and Ruby
forward to seeing his continued progress across road and track.” were dedicated and hard working. Ruby was
Speaking about the season ahead, Tom said: employed at the clothing factory in Ferryhill
“I'm really grateful for the support I've received for 2026. Competing before later working at Moore Lane Play

School, where she became a familiar and
caring presence in the community. John began
his career working on Arthur Stevenson’s farm
in Leasingthorne and went on to spend most

across both road and track will help me continue developing as a rider.
I’'m focused on working hard, staying consistent and making the most
of every opportunity. I'll wear the jersey with pride this season and, if
you see me out training on the local roads, make sure to say hello.”

A spok f Steel & Allov. Newton Avcliff of his working life at Black & Decker. Family remains at the heart of their lives. John

§pc‘>‘ esperson from sponsor, steel oy, INewton Ayclitie, The couple settled in Newton Aycliffe in 1966, and Ruby have one daughter, Nicola, son-in-
said “Gonvarri Steel & Alloy Processing are incredibly proud to be moving to their home on Christopher Walk, law Steve and a grandson, Niall, all of whom
supporting Tom_ as part .Of our commitment to championing h?a'thy then Mellanby Crescent, where they have built are immensely proud to celebrate this special
living and creating positive opportunities for young people. His work a lifetime of memories together. occasion with them.

ethic, determination, and passion for cycling, are truly inspiring. Tom is | Now retired, John enjoys keeping active with ~ To mark their diamond anniversary, the couple
a fantastic role model, and we’re delighted to be part of his journey as | goff, following football - especially supporting  will enjoy a family meal at Woodham Golf

he continues to push boundaries and encourage others to get active.” | Sunderland - and taking walks with Stan, the ~ Club, joined by extended family, including
With strong backing and clear ambition, Tom now looks ahead to family dog belonging to their daughter, Nicola.  nieces and nephews, in what promises to be a
a busy 2026 campaign as he continues building experience and Ruby, meanwhile, enjoys spending time doing  joyful and memorable gathering.

representing the North East within the sport. jigsaw puzzles and meeting friends for lunch,  Reflecting on six decades of marriage, Ruby
For updates throughout the season, follow: though she is best known within the family for  offers simple, but heartfelt, advice for lasting
Instagram: @tomsailescyclist being the one who keeps everything running love: “Have a lot of patience!” A sentiment that
Facebook: @tomsailescyclist smoothly. has clearly stood the test of time.

AAA APPLIANCE CARE CENTRE Tel: 01388 417117

New Washers from £175 «var = @ New Televisions with} _
e Em 7 Year Warranty

ALL BRAND
NEW!

ALL FREE
DELIVERY!
New Cookers from

N A YA B 39-41 Church Street, Shildon DL4 1DT
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Annual Santa Tours Review Underway

A review of the Town Council’s Santa Tours is
underway, to enhance and improve the event
ahead of Christmas Eve 2026.

A Santa Tours Sub-Committee has been
established to lead the review, made up

of councillors, Santa Tours volunteers and
members of the public, to ensure a wide range
of views are considered.

The review follows changes made to the event
last year due to increasing safety concerns
and logistical challenges associated with the
traditional touring format. These included near
misses between Santa vehicles and children
and local traffic, difficulty sourcing enough
volunteers and vehicles, the town’s growth,
increased parked cars making narrow streets
difficult to navigate, anti-social behaviour
towards volunteers, and safety concerns about
Santa travelling on the back of vehicles on
public highways.

Following advice from the Council’s Health
and Safety Advisor and insurers, changes
were required to mitigate several high risks
and ensure the safety of residents and
volunteers.

Last year the event was adapted into a

hybrid format. Santa stopped at several fixed
‘meet and greet’ locations across the town

at set times, allowing families to attend the
location most convenient to them. This was
supplemented by a limited tour with Santa
remaining in the vehicle and not stopping,
alongside visits to local care homes earlier on
Christmas Eve.

The fixed location meet and greet events

and care home visits proved popular with
attendees, volunteers and host venues.
However, the touring element received
negative feedback, with families disappointed
that Santa could not enter cul-de-sacs or stop
to engage with residents.

The review will consider what worked well last
year, what did not, and explore options for
improving the event for 2026.

The first meeting of the Santa Tours Sub-
Committee took place on 3rd March 2026.
Meeting papers can be accessed via the
Council website:
https.//www.great-aycliffe.gov.uk/meetings-
diary/past-meetings/

Two options were discussed for the 2026
event:

Running a version of the traditional tour, using
Council vehicles only, spread over several
nights in the run-up to Christmas Eve; or
Maintaining and enhancing the fixed location
meet and greet format on Christmas Eve,
alongside care home visits, but with no touring
element.

The Sub-Committee agreed that the fixed
location meet and greet format should form
the preferred core option. Work will now take
place to explore ways of improving this model,
including identifying additional and improved
locations and working with community centres,
churches and public houses to host events.

Further investigations will also be carried out into the feasibility of
including some form of street tour on Christmas Eve, as close as
possible to the traditional format, potentially in partnership with local
organisations such as the Rotary Club.

A review of the event’s resourcing will also take place as part of the
Council’s next budget setting process.

The Sub-Committee will meet again in April, when it is hoped firm
decisions can be made on the format of the 2026 event to allow
detailed planning to begin.

A public consultation will also be developed to gather residents’ views
on the preferred option and to invite ideas for improving the event.
Details will be widely publicised through the Council’s website, social
media channels and local press.

Finally, the Council would like to thank all the volunteers, past and
present, who have helped Santa bring joy to the town on Christmas
Eve, as well as those serving on the Santa Tours Sub-Committee.

email:
paul@newtonnews.co.uk

It has been another busy week both in Parliament and across our local
communities.

One of the highlights was visiting Vane Road Primary School in Newton
Aycliffe and Aycliffe Village Primary and Nursery School. It was a
pleasure to speak with pupils about my role as a Member of Parliament
and explain how Parliament works. The children asked some excellent
questions and shared thoughtful suggestions about how we can
continue improving our town.

It was also fantastic to welcome pupils from Elemore Hall School

to Parliament last week as part of their educational visit. | had the
opportunity to join them for an informative Q&A session where we
discussed Parliament, democracy and the work MPs do to represent
their communities. Visits like these are a brilliant way for young people
to see first-hand how our democracy works.

| was also proud to speak at the Friends of the Stockton & Darlington
Railway event at Heighington Church, celebrating the incredible
success of the festival marking 200 years since the opening of

the Stockton & Darlington Railway. It was wonderful to see such a
strong turnout to recognise the historic role our region played in the
birth of modern passenger railways back in 1825. My thanks go to

the Friends group, local councils, Hitachi and the many volunteers

and organisations who worked so hard to organise such a fantastic
celebration that brought thousands of visitors to our area.

Supporting jobs and opportunities locally continues to be a key priority.
Last week | visited Octric Semiconductors in Newton Aycliffe to meet
with their new CEO, Chet Babla, and to see first-hand the progress
being made at the site. In 2024 | worked with Defence Secretary

John Healey to help save the plant and protect around 100 jobs

when the Ministry of Defence stepped in to secure the UK’s supply

of critical semiconductor chips. We also discussed exciting plans for
the future of the facility, which has the potential to create world-class
job opportunities for local people. | also raised the future of the site in
Parliament this week with the Secretary of State for Defence.

I’'m delighted that progress is already being made with investment from
the government creating a new apprenticeship programme. It was
great to meet new apprentices Sam and Evan and hear about their
experiences so far.

In Parliament, | also raised concerns that many residents have
contacted me about regarding delays to Royal Mail deliveries. Reliable
postal services are vital for households and businesses and | will
continue pressing for improvements so residents receive the service
they expect and deserve.

There has also been encouraging news from the NHS this week, with
the latest figures showing clear signs of improvement. Waiting lists
have fallen again, ambulance response times are now the fastest they
have been for half a decade and A&E waiting times are the shortest

in four years despite the significant pressures the NHS faced over

the winter period. While there is still much more to do, this progress

is welcome and reflects the continued efforts of NHS staff working
tirelessly to care for patients.

As always, if you have an issue you would like to raise, or need
assistance, please do not hesitate to get in touch with my office.
alan.strickland.mp @ parliament.uk

S.A.C.A.

School Aycliffe Community Association

Our Community Hall is located at the bottom
of Eastfields, School Aycliffe DL5 6QH (please
follow the white/brown information signs).
March Events

Community Choir held every fortnight.

Our next session is on Monday 23rd March,
commencing at 7.00pm until 8.30pm, £3
including light refreshments.

Please contact Julie McGarth for further
information on 07742 015609.

Huntley’s Fish & Chips 4.30pm - 7.00pm
Wednesday 25th March.

Modern Line Dancing Free taster session on
Saturday 28th March, 10.30am to 11.30am.
New beginners class starting Monday 13th
April, 10.30am to 11.30am. Please contact
Mandy on 07568 141542 for further information
and to book a place - children are welcome
with a responsible adult.

Up and Coming Events - please make a note
in your diary to avoid disappointment!

April

Ladies Night held on the first Wednesday of
each month, £3 including light refreshments.
Our next session will be on Wednesday 1st
April, 7.00pm to 9.00pm.

Safer Driving As We Age

Please contact Christine for further info on
07981 992686.

Annual Duck Race Night Fundraiser. Friday
24th April from 7.00pm onwards. Please note
that no ‘live’ ducks or water will be used. Buy
a race duck, name it and race it. The winning
owner and jockey will receive a small prize.
Tickets are £5 per person, cash only on the
night. Bring your own food and drink, there will
be games, a fun quiz and a raffle.

Please contact Zanna on 07929 916725 for
information and to view our lovely hall.

Dates for Mobile Food Vans to visit our hall:
Huntley’s Fish & Chips 4.30pm - 7.00pm
Wednesday 22nd April

Wednesday 20th May

Wednesday 17th June

Please visit our Facebook page School Aycliffe
Community Centre, we’re at the heart of our
community and a warm, welcoming space for
people of all ages and backgrounds to connect,
learn and grow. Just a reminder, when you
visit our hall, please can you be mindful when
parking - thank you for supporting our events
and hope to see you soon. A massive thank
you to all those that supported our recently
held bingo fun night, just over £500 was raised.
The Committee Members.

School Aycliffe Community Association.

'PESTGUARD |

PEST CONTROL SERVICES
Commercial, Domestic & Industrial
Newton Aycliffe Based

Your number one local pest controller who has over 40
years trading in pest control throughout the north east.
Licensed, Insured and Qualified
National Pest Technicians Association Member

24 Hours Response
Free Quotes and Advice Given

E: pestguard1@gmail.com
W: www.pestguard1i.co.uk
T: 01325 301063
M: 07790 732089
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Ladies Get into
Golf 2026

Ten places available with PGA golf
professional - a ladies only five week course
with equipment supplied.

Class 1 - Thursday 7th May until Thursday 4th
June from 6pm-7pm at a cost of £45 for the
five week course.

Class 2 - Tuesday 2nd June until Tuesday
30th June from 6pm-7pm at a cost of £45 for
the five week course.

Class 3 - Thursday 2nd July until Thursday
30th July from 6pm-7pm at a cost of £45 for
the five week course.

To book, call the Golf Shop on 01325 319977.

Free Family
Exercise

Family Clubbercise - a great way for parents/
carers and their children aged 7+ to exercise
and get fitter together!

Party anthems, dark room and glow sticks.
Come and try your first session for FREE.
Wednesdays 6.30pm at The Big Club, to book
call Jules on 07966 968388

(Glow sticks available on night to hire / buy).
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MOBILITY SCOOTER | | PICKING UP guitar/
Wheelchair, drums for the first
Ramps, etc., time? Looking to

Any Condition. sharpen your skills?
Relaxed, focused

T. 07401 133459 lessons, tailored
for ages 8 and up.

Live, experienced

musician. Putting the
fun in fundamentals.

Contact: 07400
266196 or email:
ajaysimonson@
icloud.com

|mm.|hm@}iam

Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Mobile

Samsung 40" TV
UE40F6740, £100.
TV Table 600 x 460,
wooden, black glass
top and one shelf,
£40. X-Box One and
Kinnect, £80. Bose
Solo TV sound system,
£50. 07572 614466.

Hairdresser

Cuts from £12.00
Perms from £40.00

Julie 07801 192417

to book an appointment

PUZZLE CORNER

Wheel chair, £20;
lots of fishing rods
and gear, £70.

Tel 01325 320800

Sudoku

8 2|4

5 7| 4

4 9] 6 2

2| 3 8
71518

8 719
4 711 3
519 6
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Lunchtime Jazz

N

A sunny day in Bishop Auckland welcomed

a lovely lunchtime jazz session from
#bishopaucklandjazz. The guest artist was
popular singer Paul Skerritt, more than ably
supported by pianist Dean Stockdale, bassist
Mick Shoulder and John Bradford on drums.
They treated us to a range of jazz classics
from The Great American Songbook in a
delightful programme of familiar tunes from
Misty, ‘Let There Be Love’ to ‘It's Only A Paper
Moon’.

It was an entertaining hour with lots of
engagement from the audience and a great
sense of fun shared by the musicians.

Next month’s guest artist is the jazz guitarist
Joe Steels who will perform tunes made
famous by the great Wes Montgomery. This
will be on Friday 10th April, 1pm at Bishop
Auckland Methodist Church (opp. Hospital)
and stay tuned for a visit later in April (date to
be confirmed) by the French violinist Daniel
John Martin.

Let’'s Make Bishop Auckland Great Again!

John Hennessey
22nd March 2026

Happy 90th
Birthday Dad
Love from Susan
& lan, Michael,
Stephen & Rachel,
Isobel and Elizabeth.
Enjoy your special

In loving memory of

Adele Allen

7/9/1957-21/3/2022

Beloved Wife,
Sister, Mother and
Grandmother.

Forever and always
in our hearts xxxxxx

Silly Laws . . .

Weird laws that almost every Brit has (probably)
broken.

Carrying a Plank of Wood Along the Pavement
One of the more kooky laws that Brits probably
didn’t even know existed, is it illegal to carry a
plank of wood along the pavement within the
Metropolitan Police District - not including London.
The law also includes carrying poles, ladders and
placards.

Thanks to https://www.bpp.com/courses/law

Playing Ding Dong Ditch (knocky nine doors)
We all remember the game ding dong ditch when
a person would knock on someone’s front door
and then run away before they had the chance

to answer it. Well, it turns out that playing that
game is actually against the law, as entering a
person’s property without permission can count as
trespassing and could land you with a hefty fine.
Thanks to https://www.bpp.com/courses/law

day with all your
family xxx

AYCLIFFE

Tina-Louise Allan

21st March
| thought of you with
love today, but that
is nothing new, |
thought about you
yesterday and days
before that too.
I think of you in
silence, | often speak
your name. All | have
are memories and

COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification
PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync

Upgrades - Data Recovery ]}’0‘" picture in - a
Windows 11 Installation rame. .
Broadband Installation Your ~memory s

my keepsake with
which I'll never part.
Heaven has you in
its keeping, | have
you in my heart.
Jacquie xxx

Networking - Anti Virus
Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

No Call Out Charge Within
Newton News Circulation area

Contact Rob
07841 867170

aycliffecomputers@gmail.com

Published on the
First day of each
month

Licensing

THE LICENSING ACT 2003
Notice is hereby given that C & B Stores Ltd has
applied to Durham County Council in respect of
the premises known as Aycliffe Trading Estate
Post Office, St Cuthberts Way, Newton Aycliffe,
DL5 6DX for the grant of a Premises Licence to
permit the following licensable activities:
Sale by Retail of Alcohol (Consumption off the
premises) Monday to Sunday 5.00am-23.00pm.
A record of this application may be inspected
at the Council’s offices at Annand House, John
Street North, Meadowfield, Durham DH7 8RS by
appointment on weekdays between 9.30am and
16.00pm.
Any representations about this application must
be made in writing by the 13th April 2026 and
sent to: Durham County Council, Licensing,
PO Box 274, Stanley, DH8 1HG or e-mail to:
licensing @ durham.gov.uk
It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a
false statement in connection with an application
and the maximum fine for which a person is
liable on summary conviction for the offence is
unlimited.

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER

BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

20th March 2026

Michael Graham

Aged 65
Formerly of Newton
Aycliffe and known
to many as ‘Flap’,
passed away on 19th
February 2026 in
Stoke on Trent.

He is survived by his
Son Liam and his
Sister Catherine.

A lovely man who
lost his way in life,
Michael  will be
remembered with
affection. It is hoped
that he has now
found the peace in
rest that eluded him
during his life time.

A private cremation
will take place in
Stoke on Trent.

Catherine Flanagan

Of Newton Aycliffe,
formerly Newcastle,
passed away
peacefully on 9th
March, aged 94
years.

Beloved Wife of
the late Patrick;
much loved Mum
of Linda; a dearly
loved Grandma of
Emily, Christopher,
Robert, Sam and
Rosie; adored Great
Grandma of Oliver,
Kenzie, Persephone,
Guinevere, Douglas,

Grace, Eddie and
Molly.
Will  family and

friends please meet
for a service at Wear
Valley Crematorium
on Tuesday 31st
March at 2.30pm.

Joyce Stevens

Sadly, Joyce,
formerly of
Beechfield, Newton

Aycliffe, passed away
on 28th February,
aged 90 years.

Joyce, a devoted
Wife of the late Tom
and a much-loved
Mam of the late
Michael and Carol; a
cherished Grandma
and Great Grandma.

Funeral to take
place at Wear Valley
Crematorium on

Friday 27th March at
3.30pm. Please meet
at the crematorium.
Family flowers only

please, donations
in lieu, if so desired,
to Alzheimer's

Research UK.
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StainKleen

Professional Cleaning Services for Carpets, Upholstery, Rugs
and Leather Cleaning - Hard Floor Cleaning
RAPID DRYING - FULLY INSURED

Contact 07817 573604

Website: www.stainkleen.co.uk

01325 321756

BENNETTS [B=
APPLIANCE

REPAIRS

New Indesit 7kg
Washing Machine
£250. Other appliances
available and repaired

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES

¢ Carpet and
Upholstery cleaning
¢ Leather cleaning
and repair
* Pressure washing
e Gutter clean & repair
¢ End of tenancy cleans
* Domestic and
Commercial cleaning
¢ Janitorial supplies
¢ Fully insured

07895 697115
01325 496939

Prosad meemben of

Checkatrade.com

Where repatation matiers

RE-UPHOLSTERY

Suites and Chairs
New Foams & Springs
Large Pattern Range
Free Estimates & Advice

TEL: 01740 655908
After hours: 07775 535915

NEWAVE FURNITURE

GUTTER
CLEANING
SERVICE

Gutters, Fascia and
Soffits cleaned.

Paul 07399 628345

‘Laundry Ladies’
Offering a wash,
dry and ironing

service (domestic
or commercial).

Free collection and

drop off included.

Tel 07928 768744 or

laundryladies16@gmail.com

‘Cleaning Angels’
For all your cleaning
needs. Commercial
cleaning available.

End of tenancy,
holiday lets, builders
cabins, oven cleans,

office cleaning, window
cleaning (up to 8ft),
ironing service available.
Competitive rates.
Sanitising & Fogging
Find us on Facebook

Angela 07518 798 595

NEWTON NEWS

NEWTON NEWS is published and
printed by Newton Press, which was first
established in 1948 and incorporates “The
Newtonian”. Visit the on-line version at
www.newtonnews.co.uk
DISCLAIMER Newton News cannot be
held responsible for advertisers offering
goods or services. As a general rule we
would advise NOT to part with any money
until the order has been completed to your
full satisfaction.
All information is correct, to the best of
our knowledge, at the time of printing.
Newton News accepts articles in good faith
and takes no responsibility for errors and/
or omissions.

Published on the First day of each month

Joinery

Foster Joinery Services

All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

From inside the home: Doors, Skirting and Architrave,
Staircases and revamping what you already have,
Loft entrances and Loft Ladders.

To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.

Plastering
No job too small - Can supply all materials

Just ring 07748 967374 for a FREE quote

=}

C SMILLIE

¢ Joinery ¢
* Building ¢

¢ Decorating °

Established 1984 - 40th Anniversary
Apprenticeship Served

312024....

Builder

Jeff Horsl

28 years exper:
Full Build of

Guaranteed Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01325 313939
or 07970 869967

WWW SLIPREME-TIMBER.CO.LIK

TIMBER

01325 787 550 - LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE

07544 802052

www.awtreecare.co.uk

-

aw.t reecare

Time Served Royal Horticultural Society Arborist
« Felling, Dismantling & Pruning * Hedge Cutting
* STUMP GRINDING AND REMOVAL
« Local Authority Approved Contractor
All Areas Covered - Free Quotations and Advice

Alexander Walker techArborA., ND Arb., SOC Arb
Fully Insured - Professionally Trained - Aycliffe Based

=

* FENCING
* PATIOS
* LAWNS
* DECKING

GARDEN
SERVICES

Lawns Cut & Maintained
Hedges & Shrubs Cut Back or
Removed. Fences Replaced or
Repaired. Gravel Work/Borders

TEL 01325 318269

www.esproperty-estate.co.uk
Property Maintenance Services

"@°
A.GARNER

FENCING & LANDSCAPES

For a FREE quote
Call Alan
on

07908 793 010

Alpine Landscapes
Patios, Driveways,
Fencing, Decking, Gravel,
Turfing, Walls. All work

guaranteed. 25 years
experience, est 15 years,

professional advice.
alpinelandscapes.co.uk

Alan on 07974 710351

Absalute

669174

e Boiler Repairs e Boiler Servicing e
New Boiler Installations & Heating Systems
e Qualified Gas Engineer e
e ALL PLUMBING WORKS UNDERTAKEN e
e Reliable Service ¢ Tidy Work e
e Free Quotations e Boilers from £999 e
e Finance Options Available e

call MarkonT: 07340 826 219
or 01325 802 212 (Aycliffe Office)

E: info@absoluteplumbingandheat.co.uk
A friendly local company

HANNAN PLUMEBING & HEATING
* BOILER INSTALLATION SPECIALIST
* BOILERS WITH A 7 OR 10 YEAR

WARRANTY

¢ CENTRAL HEATING INSTALLATIONS
ALL ASPECT OF PLUMBING AND HEATING

FOR A FRIENDLY, RELIABLE SERVICE
AND A FREE ESTIMATE CALL LIAM ON

07792 286122

WATERWAYS

Gardening

$ 0dd Jobs

My late wife told me, once,
she had received a letter from
the council stating she had a
dangerously overhanging bush. She said, “I didn’t know
whether to get the shears out, or the scissors!”

If you are suffering from the same, or just need tree
pruning or general garden tidying or anything, just give
me a call and | will come around for a coffee and a chat
about what you need doing!

Contact Richard 07832 136674
A Very Friendly Service

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work
Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking &
Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432
Mobile: 07765 374 905

TIDY GARDEN
SERVICES

Newton Aycliffe

For those smaller garden
and tidying jobs, grass cutting,
hedge trimming, soil tilling,
fence & shed painting.

Small and Friendly Service
For a no obligation quote

Tel: 07970 675777

For all your print

requirements

Newton
Press
300212

HAVE YOU GOT

| NEWS FOR US? |

I We are always interested in local news stories. I

I We like to feature good news and interesting
| items on achievements & community service

I Email: paul @newtonnews.co.uk

ROSEWOOD

TREE WORK
Felled, Pruned, Hedges
Cut, Fencing, Gravel.
All aspects of
groundwork considered.
20% off for OAPs.
Tel 01325 319972
or 07740 999075

“U” STORE

Aycliffe Business Park
Domestic and Industrial
storage. Open 6 days a

week. Inside & outside

storage containers from
£15 per week

TEL: 01325 317716

or 07850 646355

FOR ALL YOUR
PRINTING
REQUIREMENTS

Newton Press
Tel: 300212

PLUMBIMNG SERVYICES
www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

& Bathroom Design/Installation
#All plumbing work undertaken
&Kitchen Installations
&Repairs 4 Tiling

«No call out charge

4FREE Quotes & Power Flushing

For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338

waterways @talktalk.net

LOCAL PLUMBER
Small Job Expert
Undertaking your small

jobs, the big companies
don’t want - from dripping
taps to broken toilets
NO CALL OUT CHARGE

Call Joe 07535 362 591

HOUSEHOLD
PLUMBING

Plumbing & Heating
Gas Installations
Repairs & Servicing
Landlords Certificates
01325 327290

07790 044455

B AT &

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and

Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596
Mobile 07931 591381

Established 2005
v Car Chargers
v Fuse Box Replacement
v Extra Sockets & Lights
v Landlord Inspections
v Experienced Electrician
v Tidy & Reliable
v Free Quotes & Advice
v OAP Discounts

No Job Too Small
Give Richard a Call

07859 021039

Guy Gas Services

Combi Boiler Installer

Boiler Installs

Servicing - Repairs

General Plumbing i)

Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central

Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

=
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lectrical

Services
- Fuse Board Upgrades -
- Rewires Full or Part - Lighting -
- Extra Sockets - Fault Finding -
- BV Chargers Installed -
- No Job Too Small - Free quotes -
- OAP Discounts -

Phone Justin on

01325 520526
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)
Website: www.jr-glectrical.co.uk

Remember to tell the advertiser you
found them in the Newton News




Newton News

HAVE YOU
GOT NEWS

Funeral Service Sheets
NEWTON PRESS - 01325 300212

Email: sales@newtonpress.net

FOR US?

We are always interested in
local news stories and feature
good news and interesting items
on achivements & communty senvice i

Tel: 01325 300212 |

paul@newtonnews.co.uk

ASK Services

Man + Van, Removal,
Delivery and lots more.
Contact Paul

Telephone:
07399 628345

DOUBLE
GLAZING
REPAIRS

www.pvcwindowdoor.repair

07973 694458
01325 304079
47 Years Experience

R.S.
REMOVALS

Single Items to
Full House Moves

Telephone:
07860 560295

Digital aerial installation and upgrades CCT

¥
¥ T.. Wall-Mounting
+  Additional rooms wired
¥
"

= 15% OFF
Freesat/Sky and repairs

@& 55 with this
SRS advert
3- 5§ year guarantee

Tirnay et [ skyHd T

. Quality Service, Quality Materials, Affordable Prices

AYCLIFFE BASED PREMIER DIGITAL AERIALS
Contact Luke: 07528 357642 or 01325 954194

EHUELS

YOU CALL
WE DELIVER

Single ftems or fudll loods
VAN & MAN HIRE

07923575364 [ 07513590534

Remember to tell

the advertiser you

found them in the
Newton News

Village
W.L

Our next meeting
will be held on
Wednesday March
25th at 7.00pm in
Aycliffe Village Hall.
The speaker will be
Charlotte Spink from
Durham’s Oriental
Museum on the
subject of The Ancient
Egyptians. Non
members are most
welcome to this very
interesting evening.
Refreshments are
provided, so why not
come along and see
what we do?

If anyone would like
to join our WI please
contact us via email
on:

aycliffevillage @
durhamwi.co.uk

| Aerial Installations - Locksmith

SHILDON LOCKSMITHS

UPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs - Emel

Mechanism Repair/Replace - Door Adjustment & Furniture
90% of Parts in Stock - 24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114 or 07

www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

rgency Door Opening

748 044 808

—

- Dry Ridge System - Dry Verge - UPVC Fascias and Soffits.

3*" 3 Covering Aycliffe for the past 15+ years.
- s Free estimates:

~~ 07305163146 or 07511 608311

GUTTERING

FASCIAS SOFFITS
Roofing and
Roofline Specialists

ﬁ 4 F{' \
Tel: 01325 255800
STEVENS AND SON or 07735 333297

« Fascias » Soffits e Guttering  Full Roofs e Flat Roofs
¢ Dry Ridge ¢ Dry Verge « UPVC Cleaning n
-

Roof Cleaning & Maintenance, Service, Gutters etc
Free Scaffold Supplied - Family Run Business
www.stevensandsonroofing.co.uk e

Storm Damage and Insurance Work Covered
P H A\ A
V'

ROOFING

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Contact Peter on 07876 078577
New Roofs From £5500

Chimney Stacks - Slating - Ridge Tiles Replaced
Tiling - Flat Roofs - Pointing

Leadwork - Guttering

UPVC Facias and Soffits ~ mues
Storm Damage - Velux Windows Cheekatrade.com

Where FEIIT0N MR

All aspects interior & exterio

Public House, Landlords

Contact Steve
for a free estimate

Telephone: 07896 277593

S. Sowerby Decorators

Private Dwellings, Commercial, Shops, Offices,

Email: stevetopdecs@hotmail.co.uk —-l

r catered for, large/small

and Estates Welcome

DRAGON
DECORATORS

All aspects of interior
& exterior decora
including children’s
artwork. Over 30 years

experience. Member of
“Checked & Vi ’

job too sm

free estimates.

Contact Colin on
07952 364426

For all your

Wedding
Statiomery

contact

NEWTON
PRESS
300212

sales @ newtonpress.net

G. CROSSEN

PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07340 606402

Time Served - C&G - Established 1998

Steve Hutchinson

Painter and Decorator
Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate

01325 483 697
or 07745 037 754

FREE WELL
ROTTED MANURE.

01325 312166
07526 387783
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Newton Aycliffe Juniors

Week Ending 8th March 2026

Under 8’s Juniors travelled to face Hartlepool Stags in a 2nd round cup game.
In a tight game, the Juniors progressed on penalties. The goals were scored by
Noah (2), Jacob M and Ethan, who was awarded MOTM.

Under 10’s Juniors welcomed Kader FC for a Cup game. Aycliffe come out
fast and played great passing football, scoring goals through Kian (2), Zeke
and Lincoln. Kian was awarded MOTM.

Under 10’s Reds faced Marton FC Gold, away in the Challenge Cup, Aycliffe
could not progress to the next round, but Fox and Korben both went close to
scoring. POTM was Korben and PPOTM was Yash.

Under 11’s faced Auckland Moors Grey and scored three excellent goals in a
great result, with Oscar’s strike the pick of the bunch from twenty-five yards.
Noah A and Oliver T scored the other goals. Oliver T was awarded MOTM.
Under 11’s Whites faced Darlington Young Bulls, wanting to avenge the
result from earlier in the season, Aycliffe did exactly that, putting in a wonderful
performance. Dexter (2), Rowan, Jimbo and OG scored goals. OPOTM was
Rowan and CPOTM was Dexter.

Under 12’s Blues played Gateshead Rutherford, going down 4-2, despite
dominating most of the game. Charlie scored both of Aycliffe’s goals with Laitia
and Miles assisting. Alfie was awarded MOTM.

Under 12’s Blacks travelled to face Darlington RA, having a day to forget.
Aycliffe kept their heads up and played some good football towards the end of
the game.

Under 12’s Reds faced Darlington RA Tornadoes in the second round of the
challenge cup. An outstanding performance saw Aycliffe progress to the next
round with an amazing 7-1 win. The goals were scored by Yash (3), Alife (2),
Marshall and Jace. Laiitia was awarded the MOTM.

Under 13’s Whites hosted top of the table Durham, Aycliffe were trailing
before pressure from a Billy corner forced an OG. It ended 2-2 with Oscar
scoring a penalty. MOTM was Charlie H.

Under 13’s Blacks hosted Linthorpe, in a game where they could not find the
result they wanted. Daniel B and Riley B scored the two goals for Aycliffe, with
Logan B being awarded MOTM.

Under 14’s Juniors welcomed Riverside Junior Whites in a top of the table
clash. Aycliffe secured a crucial 2-1 win thanks to goals from Jonah and Jake.
MOTM was awarded to Olly and Shay.

Week Ending 15th March 2026

Under 9’s Blues travelled to face Darlington United Vikings, putting in a
dominant display. Some sublime passing led to Nate scoring (4), Harrison (2)
and Leland. POTM went to Nate and PPOTM went to Harrison.

Under 9’s Juniors hosted Heighington in a derby match, it was a great game
with both teams creating good chances. Lee made his debut in goal, making
some great saves. Cooper helped himself to a hat-trick for Aycliffe.

Under 11’s faced Greatham FC in a tight game. Oliver T scored two and Noah
A added another for Aycliffe. It was goalkeeper Harvey P who won MOTM with
some amazing saves.

Under 11’s Whites faced Aycliffe Falcons, putting in a great display in the
derby. Goals from Olly (2), Dexter and Thomas. OMOTM was Olly and CMOTM
was Rowan.

Under 12’s Blues faced Durham Wasps, running out 6-1 winners in a
wonderful team performance. Charlie (3), Koa (2) and Alfie scored the goals.
Koa was awarded MOTM for two goals and two assists.

Under 12’s Blacks faced Under 12’s Reds, with the Reds running out winners
with goals from Alfie (2), Charlie, Laitia (3), Koa (2) and Yash (2). MOMT was
Laitia for a dominant display.

Under 13’s Blacks hosted high flying Riverside City Juniors, putting in a great
display to draw 3-3. Goals from Riley B, Kai and MOTM Lleyton.

Under 14’s Whites faced high flying Spennymoor, narrowly missing out 6-4 in
a ten-goal thriller. Harry (2), Oliver and Thomas scored Aycliffe’s goals. MOTM
was awarded to Thomas and Harry.

Under 14’s Blacks hosted Ryton and Crawcrook, losing 3-5. Connor scored a
hat-trick which won him PMOTM with Tommy winning MMOTM.

Under 15’s travelled to Leven, with a depleted squad. They should not have
worried as they put in an impressive performance to win 4-2. Oscar J (3) and
Rhys scored the goals, with Rhys being awarded MOTM.

Under 23’s hosted Witton Gilbert, looking to bounce back from a disappointing
defeat last time out. Changes to the starting 11 saw Aycliffe run out 9-2
winners. Andrew B (4), Sam B (2), Damian L, Ethan S and Curtis L scored
goals.
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SIMPLY UPVC
REPAIRS

+=. ELECTRICIAN ==

www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

4 Fault Finding / Repairs

+ Extra Lights and Sockets
4 New Fuse Boards / Alarms
4 Rewires

4 Landlord Inspections

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

+ Qualified Electrician
+ Reliable Service

+ Tidy Work

+ Free Quote

1
1
1
1
|
|
|
|
: + Satisfaction Guaranteed
1

|

|

Ultimate Home Services
Kitchens Supplied & Fitted
Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted

- Free Quotations -

Call Stuart

01325 311838
or 07508 072119

www.ultimatehomeservices.co.uk

BIG SIZE MENSWEAR
2XL to 8XL

huge range of designs now in stock

Free Delivery

ST A0 Melain Crrmet Childar
- §7-4%9 Main | treet, Shilde

Fmail; heskeimnndbalosss hisonno Losm

DL4 TAF 01368 772671

U16 Angels 7 v Hartlepool Pools Youth 4
(County Cup)

For the second round in a row, Aycliffe were
drawn as the home team, but recognised

the likely waterlogged Oakleaf pitches and
managed to switch to the opposition 3G. This
one had a calm first half and a chaotic second.
With just twelve players available, they knew
they would have to put in a big shift.

The opening exchanges were fairly even with
Aycliffe having slightly more possession and
looking more threatening. After 8 minutes, a
corner from Emily, met at the far post by Evie’s
head, 1-0. Followed four minutes later from a
free kick by Evie. The third goal was welcome
on 28 minutes, a throw-in from Erin to Isobel,
just inside the box, saw |z take a touch past the
defender and calmly finish above the keeper’s
head. Then, on the stroke of half time, Emily
made it 4-0 to Aycliffe and the girls were in
control of the game. However, 17 minutes into
the second half, Pools pulled a goal back from
a corner. Then a deflected shot wrong-footed
Maddi and found the net. 4-2. On 74 minutes
Hartlepool scored a third. 4-3. Game on!

But two minutes later Aycliffe restored a
cushion. Faith drove at the Pools defence and
unleashed a strike which the keeper saved well
and parried out. Georgia was first to respond
and finished with ease. 5-3. On 78 minutes
Aycliffe seemingly put the game safe, despite
the prospect of some added minutes. Another
pinpoint corner from Emily headed in at the
near post by Poppy. 6-3. A minute later Pools
pulled back another. 6-4.and were not giving
up.

But Evie scored in stoppage time for her hat
trick, 7-4, to take the girls into their fourth
County Cup Final in as many years.

Star Players: Players - Faith; Coaches - Poppy;
Parents - Evie P.

West Auckland 1 v U17’s Eagles 2

Playing against a strong side sitting alongside
us near the top of the table it was always going
to be a tight game. The Aycliffe lads really
wanted the win and you could see that in their
performance. An all round outstanding team
performance with Aycliffe deserving the 3
points. Goals from Olly and Adam. MOM Joel.
U14 Eagles 4 v Darlington TSC 4

A visit from the league leaders, Darlington
TSC, saw the first half end 1-2 with a goal from
Sam Maddison, the equaliser came early in
the second half as the Eagles began to play.
Darlington struck back immediately with two
more, 4-2, but credit to the lads who continued
to push hard and never gave up, Tarek scoring
a super free kick and then tucking home his hat
trick securing the draw, last kick of the match.
U12 Falcons 0 v Normanby Utd 4

Falcons started the game the much stronger
team, but were unable to capitalise on their
possession and shots on goal. Normanby then
scored a great goal against the run of play
and their confidence shot up. They scored a
second and Falcons morale dropped. HT 0-2.
We kept trying second half, but just couldn’t get
our game going. We go again next week!
POM: Opposition - Jaxon; Coaches - Harry L/
Harry M.

Cleveland Juniors 2 v U11 Eagles 5

A windy morning meant the boys were playing
up hill into the wind for the 1st half, but despite
this, the lads pressed Cleveland throughout
and were unlucky not to have scored 4 or 5 in
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Isobel BOWYER

truth. Cleveland were the brighter at the start of the 2nd half grabbing
two quick goals, but the Eagles settled down and once again took
control of the match, going on to win 5-2.

U9 Eagles v Consett

Last week Consett had beaten us in a close game with a late goal. So
the lads knew this week’s reverse fixture was going to be close. It was
an end-to-end game with some great passing moves from the Eagles. A
free kick each for Luke and Elijah and a good passing move, leading to
another goal for Eljah, rounded off a good win.

Redcar v U7 Eagles

The boys went to a cold and windy Redcar and returned with two great
wins. In the first game, the boys played tremendously well and won

a close game against a previously unbeaten opponent with Arthur,
Chester (3) and Hunter scoring.

The development game was won in a much more comfortable manner
with the team’s best display yet - it’s brilliant to see how much they are
coming on! Well done boys!

G/\ROLLA

FI.ILII.\" FITT ED '_
£1495

|
§

Protect what matters with a
Garolla electric garage door

Fitted by a local Garolla engineer
FREE 5-year warranty

BOOK A FREE SURVEY TODAY
= (0191462 0113
B ek GAROLLA.CO.UK

*Titsn dodis ace prioed from E1.493 lor & Z4m mroded in white,
Adzianal colours ane awailable for an extra £10:.
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