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Newton News
On the morning 
of Thursday 19th 
February - the Staff 
of the new Special 
Needs Day Centre 
at Brafferton arrived 
to find that thieves 
had broken in during 
the night and caused 
thousands of pounds 
worth of damage and 
stole gardening and farming equipment.
The thieves avoided the security cameras 
and accessed the premises down the side of 
the A1M Motorway, having cut through the 
newly installed perimeter security fence they 
proceeded to access the farm through the 
goat enclosure and then cut a sizeable hole 
in the back of a steel container, which they 
emptied and transported the items to their 
vehicle using wheelbarrows. The thieves stole 
more than £10K worth of tools, equipment and 
sentimental items, including a lock of hair from 
Mr T, a horse at the centre that had recently 
passed away. Thankfully no animals were 
harmed, and the goats did not escape onto the 
main road. 
Charlotte Iceton, the Centre Manager, said, 
“We are all in total shock as to why anyone 
would steal from a day service supporting 
those with Special Needs in our local area.  
Following the emergency call to report the 
break in, no Police officers attended the crime 
scene - unbelievable when the Police Station 
is situated a stone’s throw away at the Glow 
Church, they did manage to give us a crime 
number. This whole incident has left our young 
adults feeling very anxious and frightened that 
the thieves may strike again. Since the break 
in we have upgraded our security system and 
taken measures to strengthen security on 
site.” 
Five Acres supports school and college 
leavers with additional needs through 
agriculture, horticulture, therapeutic gardening, 
animal care, independent living skills, cooking 
and much more. Our farm is home to ‘Bailey’ 
and ‘Nimbus’, two ponies that we rehomed 
from The Blue Cross, four pigmy goats, three 
sheep and currently two orphaned lambs 
‘Dolly’ and ‘Jolene’.
Five Acres Community Garden is a 
Community Interest Company, if anyone would 
like to help in the form of a donation, please 
scan the QR code above.

Thieves Strike 
at Five Acres

Hopetown Darlington 
has announced that 
a magnificent Mk.1 
Supermarine Spitfire 
will be on display as 
part of its Vintage 
Weekend festivities on 
Bank Holiday Monday 
25th May 2026. This 
rare opportunity 
invites visitors to 
experience aviation 
history up close at the award-winning 
heritage attraction.
Set on Foundry Green between the 
historic North Road Station Museum 
and the Carriage Works buildings, the 
Spitfire exhibit offers a striking tribute 
to one of Britain’s most celebrated 
aircraft from the Second World War. 
Visitors are encouraged to pose for 
photographs beside this legendary 
machine and learn about its pivotal 
role in defending the skies during 
Britain’s darkest hours. 
An RAF interpreter in authentic 
wartime uniform will be present 
throughout the day to share 
fascinating stories of courage, 
engineering brilliance and the pilots who flew these remarkable aircraft 
into history.
Councillor Libby McCollom, Darlington Borough Council’s Cabinet 
Member for Local Services, said: 
“Darlington has a proud history of innovation, engineering and national 
significance, so it feels especially fitting to welcome an iconic Spitfire 
to the town on Bank Holiday Monday as part of our wider Vintage 
Weekend. Its appearance on 1940s Day helps bring an important 
chapter of British history to life, while reinforcing Darlington’s long-
standing connection to industry, ingenuity and resilience. The Spitfire 
will be a powerful and memorable highlight for visitors and perfectly 
complements a weekend dedicated to nostalgia, heritage and 
storytelling across generations.”
Don’t miss this unforgettable chance to stand face-to-face with a 
true icon of British aviation at the Vintage Weekend’s 1940s-themed 
day. The Vintage Weekend runs 23-35 May 2026 and also features a 
Vintage Car Rally and a Vintages Wares and Wonders shopping day.
For more information and to book free tickets, which are now available, 
visit www.hopetowndarlington.co.uk/spitfire
The Spitfire appearance is owned by Historical Promotions and its 
appearance at Hopetown Darlington is sponsored by Tees Valley 
Museums.

Hopetown Welcomes 
Iconic Spitfire to 
Upcoming Weekend Miss Lorelai Beal (Little 

Miss County Durham 
2025/26) is bringing the 
pageant world to Newton 
Aycliffe, along with all the 
glamour, fun and a chance 
to win a crown & sash. 
Lorelai is hoping to raise 
as much funds as she can 
for St Clare’s Church - 
Shine Choir & the Lifeline 
Community Action charity 
in the town centre. 
If you would like to be a 
contestant, have a stall 
or even just come watch, be a part of the fun, 
cheer the contestants on and help support 
us in supporting these two amazing charities, 
I have an event page ‘Miss Spring Blooms 
(charity pageant)’ on Facebook. Please get 
in touch through that and we will give you a 
helping hand and answer any questions you 
may have.
The event is being held on Sunday 10th May 
2026 at The Big Club, Sheraton Road, Newton 
Aycliffe and will start with contestants arriving 
at 11am, spectators can arrive from 12.30pm 
and the rounds will start at 1pm.
Entries are taken from 0+ years, pageant 
goers and newcomers are all welcome. 
We currently have 9/10 contestants and would 
love to have more. The entry fee is £10 and 
£10 pledge for charity. 
We look forward to hearing from you.

Miss Spring 
Blooms Pageant

Coffee Morning
We are organising a Coffee Morning 
for Mother’s Day which will be held on 
Wednesday 11th March from 10.00am-12.00.
It is to be held at Meynell & Mason Funeral 
Directors, Cemetery Chapel, Stephenson Way, 
Newton Aycliffe, DL5 7DF.
The idea is that people come in for a cuppa 
and a chat and they then have the opportunity 
to write a message and leave it on our memory 
tree, remembering all Mums who are sadly no 
longer with us.
Any donations that we receive in branch will 
be donated to Cancer Care Newton Aycliffe.
Thank you.
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PESTGUARDPESTGUARD
PEST CONTROL SERVICES

Commercial, Domestic & Industrial
Newton Aycliff e Based

Your number one local pest controller who has over 40 
years trading in pest control throughout the north east.

Licensed, Insured and Qualifi ed
National Pest Technicians Association Member

24 Hours Response
Free Quotes and Advice Given

E: pestguard1@gmail.comE: pestguard1@gmail.com
W: www.pestguard1.co.ukW: www.pestguard1.co.uk

T: 01325 301063T: 01325 301063
M: 07790 732089M: 07790 732089

Students from Woodham Academy have recently returned from the 
snow-capped peaks of the Aosta Valley on their ski trip to Italy. The 
group skied in the resort of Pila, which has stunning panoramic views 
of the border of Switzerland, including famous landmarks such as Mont 
Blanc and the Matterhorn.   
For some of the 35 students, this was their first ever experience on 
skis, while others were returning for their third trip. Under the guidance 
of professional instructors, students were grouped by ability and 
made impressive progress throughout the week. Beginners quickly 
built confidence, learning essential skills such as turning, stopping, 
and safely navigating the slopes, while more experienced skiers 
developed their technique and took on increasingly challenging runs.  
Off the slopes, students explored the charming historic town of Aosta, 
where there are many Roman ruins that date back over 2000 years, 
savoured authentic Italian cuisine and applied new language skills 
when purchasing souvenirs in the town. The trip concluded with a 
presentation evening, during which ski instructors awarded every 
student with a certificate, congratulating them on their dedication and 

the remarkable progress they had made during 
the week.
Staff praised the students for their enthusiasm, 
positive attitude, and excellent behaviour, 
throughout the trip. The Aosta Valley ski 
experience not only developed students’ 
skiing skills, but also fostered independence, 
teamwork, and confidence, leaving them 
with lasting memories and a real sense of 
achievement.

February Ski Trip to ItalyLitter Pick
Join the Friends of Stockton & Darlington 
Railway for a litter pick along the new rail 
path on Thursday 19th March - meet at 
Heighington Station at 10.15am (on site 
parking available).
Equipment will be provided, please wear 
strong boots/shoes.
If you require any more information, please 
ring 07970 600631.

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
POLICING
Inspector Simon Peele

I am writing to introduce myself as the new 
Neighbourhood Inspector for Newton Aycliffe, 
Sedgefield, Shildon and surrounding areas.
I have worked for Durham Constabulary for 17 
years in various roles within the organisation 
including Response, Crime Team, Executive 
Office and MOSOVO. 
These previous roles have helped me 
understand a broad perspective of our 
communities and how best to serve them.
My aim is to build community relationships, 
robustly tackle Anti-Social Behaviour and 
Crime, protect vulnerable people and ensure 
my team are visible within the community. 
I am fully committed to ensuring the safety 
of the communities and welcome working 
alongside our partners and residents to 
achieve this.
While I oversee the strategic direction of the 
area, your local officers remain your primary 
point of contact for day-to-day concerns. You 
can find out who your dedicated ward officer is 
by visiting our website and inputting your post 
code: Your area | Durham Constabulary.
Thank you, 
Inspector 2647 Simon Peele.

Let’s Dance Event
On Sunday the 8th March, Aycliffe Village is 
holding a FREE National Let’s Dance event 
in the Village Hall at 11am - Dancing together 
for physical and mental health. Everyone 
is welcome to join in and there will be 
refreshments afterwards. 
Hope you can join us.

S.A.C.A.
School Aycliffe Community Association

All proceeds towards upkeep of Centre.
Thursday 19th March 2026
Following session 23rd April 2026
Save the Date
11am until 2.00pm 
Hi folks, it has been difficult to place our next 
two sessions on our usual monthly slots 
because of the pending Easter Holidays. 
However, despite this, we hope you can still 
find time to join us on the new dates above, 
and we look forward to seeing you all again 
soon.
Best regards Elizabeth & Christine
Junior Badminton
Spring Sessions 2026
School Aycliffe Community Centre
Classes started again on Tuesday 3rd March 
2026. These ever-popular sessions are limited 
to eight pupils per hour and filled on a first 
come first served basis.
The first session is timed from 5-6pm for ages 
7 years and up. Parents are welcome to drop 
children off and collect at the end of the hour 
or stay with the child and wait in the meeting 
room whilst their child is on court.
The second session is timed for 6-7pm for 
ages 11 years and up. It is necessary for 
children to wear trainers and advisable to bring 
a drink, all other equipment will be supplied.
Phil and Matthew, our coaches, are both fully 
qualified by Badminton of England with up-to-
date Enhanced DBS Checks and I will be on 
hand to fulfil Safeguarding standards.
Sessions will run
1.	 3rd March 2026
2.	 17th March 2026
3.	 24th March 2026
4.	 30th March 2026                       
Total cost for four sessions is £16.00 per child. 
If your child is interested, please contact soon 
to claim a place on the course.
Elizabeth Harker
Tel: 07813 523050
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SIESTA BLINDS
BLINDS DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY

View online: www.siestablinds.com
Visit our showroom:

Whinfield Drive, Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AU
Book an appointment: 01325 309003

OPEN:
Monday-Thursday 8.00am-5.00pm

Friday 8.00am-4.00pm, Saturday by appointment

HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?
We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.

Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£89.00 inc VAT (per will) and

Free Home Visits
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE

PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

 Members of the Society of Will Writers
 F.Inst.PA (Qualifi ed Paralegal)

Established 1980 - Local Company
Supply & Installation of

Windows, Doors, Patio & French Doors,
Lightweight Tiled Roofs

We also complete all types of remedial
works to existing frames - failed units,

window and door locks.

Contact us 01325 321301
to arrange an appointment or email us on

sales@starlightwindows.co.uk

Tel: 01325 300 605                 
www.aycliffetowncentre.co.uk

At ‘Just The Perfect Gift’ you’ll discover 
cards for every occasion, scented gifts 
including handmade sizzlers, cuddly toys 
including the Jelly Cat range, scarves, 
jewellery, and more! 

Plus personalised gifts ranging from 
coasters to canvas prints; keyrings to 
phone cases; mugs to wine bottles.

JUST THE PERFECT PLACE FOR 
GREETINGS CARDS AND GIFTS
There’s a new shop opening on Beveridge Way  

in Aycliffe town centre where you will find  
that perfect gift for family and friends. 

Visit our shop now on Beveridge 
Way in Aycliffe town centre, where 

you will find the perfect gift.
New gift ideas arriving regularly.

Mugs • Coasters • Phone Holders/Stands
Key Rings • Fridge Magnets • Canvas Prints

Photo Plaques/Stands • Phone Cases
Family Football Print • LED Wine Bottle

Scrabble Tiles Box Frames • Cards
Jewellery • Ornaments • Bath Bombs

Wax Burners/Melts/Sizzlers/Diffuser Oils
Scarves • Wedding & Anniversary Gifts •

Wrapping Paper • Nik Naks

A wide selection
of personalised
gifts suitable
for all ages

ARC TRAVEL LTD

07513 984798
info@arc-travel.co.uk
9 Seater Mini Bus available for 
airport transfers, concerts and 

other special events.
Our hassle free service will take 

you door to door in comfort, 
ring or email for details

HAVE YOU
GOT NEWS
FOR US?

We are always interested
in local news stories.

We like to feature good
news and interesting

items on achievements
& community service

Tel: Paul
01325 300212

or paul@newtonnews.co.uk

André Edmundson
Clinical Dental Technician
New Dentures & Repairs
A fully qualiÞed Clinical Dental Technician 

André has over 35 years experience in denture design

GDC No. 129799

   DENTAL
   ViTSA

CLINICAL • TECHNICAL • EXPERIENCED • PROFESSIONAL

1 Norman Terrace, Chilton, DL17 0HF

01388 721284
kate@vitsa.co.uk                                       vitsa.co.uk                              

Dr Alasdair 
MacSween 
Physiotherapy
and Acupuncture
30 years experience, 
specialising in Chronic 
Pain.
Clinic appointments in Heighington, 
or online consultations available.
Tel: 07356 019020
Email: info@resolvephysio.uk
Web: resolvephysio.uk

Th e County Council of Durham
(Th ornton Close, Newton Aycliff e)

(Temporary Footpath Closure)
Order 2026

Th e Council on 27/02/2026 made the above Order under Section 14(1) of the Road 
Traffi  c Regulation Act 1984 as amended, to prohibit all pedestrian traffi  c from 
proceeding on the following length of footpath. An 8 metre length of Th ornton 
Close, Newton Aycliff e, to the side of No.206 Th ornton Close to enable sewer 
repair works to be undertaken. Th roughout the period of the closure, a diversion 
will be available to pedestrian traffi  c on alternative footpaths surrounding 
Th ornton Close. Th e maximum duration of the Order is 6 months. Th e proposed 
works are to commence from 8am on Monday 16/3/2026 and are anticipated to 
be completed in 5 days. On occasions, alternative dates for the closure may be 
necessary and these will be signed on site accordingly. 

DATED: 6/3/2026

Helen Bradley
Director of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham, DH1 5UL

Beth Swainston on Esh’s 
Commitment to Developing 
Talent
For Training Manager Beth 
Swainston, apprenticeships 
aren’t just part of her role at 
Esh Group – they’re part of 
her story. Joining the business 
in 2015 as an apprentice in 
training, Beth worked her 
way through Level 2 and Level 3 qualifications. Upon completing her 
Level 3, she progressed to become a Training Coordinator, progressed 
into the training team, and today is responsible for overseeing the full 
apprenticeship cycle across the business.
Now, as she continues on her career journey through a foundation 
degree in Business and Management at New College Durham, she lifts 
the lid on a unique dual perspective as both a former apprentice and a 
current student! Here, as part of National Apprenticeship Week 2026, 
Beth shone a spotlight on how Esh identifies, recruits, and supports 
apprentices – and what applicants should know before applying.
Before joining Esh, Beth was studying animal care at Houghall College 
and dreaming of a future in farming. “I genuinely wanted to be out in 
the fields every day,” she laughs. But when the course completed, 
job opportunities didn’t arise and she found herself unsure of her next 
step. With family members already working at Esh, she applied for an 
apprenticeship and came into the business at 19.
From there, Beth completed her Level 2 and Level 3 apprenticeships 
and steadily progressed to become Training Manager. Having lived 
the apprentice experience first-hand, she brings empathy, honesty 
and realism to the process she now manages. “I’ve been the person 
trying to keep up with work, college deadlines and life - that helps when 
supporting young people who are just starting out.”
How We Recruit
Esh’s apprenticeship planning begins every spring, when Beth contacts 
directors across the business to confirm where opportunities are needed. 
“Some roles are annual fixtures,” she explains. “Quantity surveyors and 
civil engineers almost always come through, but, on occasion, we’ll be 
asked to recruit other business-critical roles, everything from business 
admin, groundworkers and even digital roles, depending on what teams 
request.”
Once demand is clear, vacancies are advertised, and Esh’s network 
of colleges is brought in. Partnerships with New College Durham, East 
Durham College and others ensure vacancies reach the right learners. 
Some providers, like East Durham, even pre interview and shortlist 
candidates to support the process.
For groundworks apprenticeships tied to specific projects, Beth works 
closely with colleges and teams to prioritise local candidates, supporting 
Esh’s social value commitments, by aiming to provide residents in the 
vicinity of live projects with apprentice or work experience opportunities 
on their doorstep.
How We Support
When apprentices start out with Esh, they are appointed mentors 
and our support continues long after someone is recruited. Matching 
apprentices with suitable mentors comes into our planning. Where 
possible, mentors and apprentices are paired based on geography and 
work requirements to support travel and day-to-day learning.
Our partner colleges conduct 12 weekly reviews, capturing feedback 
from the apprentice, the assessor, and the line manager, but Beth acts 
as a central point of contact, stepping in where needed. She said: 
“Sometimes an apprentice might be nervous to raise something with 
their manager. I can be the middle ground to separate situations from the 
team environment and able to help resolve any arising issues early.”
As apprentices progress, most are retained, moving from apprentice 
to trainee and onward into assistant and qualified roles. Degree 
apprenticeships, delivered in partnership with providers such as 
Northumbria University, are increasingly part of that progression.
Advice for Applicants
Beth’s number one piece of advice is simple: “be honest and prepared 
- research the role, understand what you’re applying for, and avoid 
repeating generic lines you think employers want to hear.”
She claims tools like Go Construct are invaluable for understanding day 
to day responsibilities, required skills, and realistic career paths, in the 
industry. “We’re not expecting people to be experts at 16,” Beth says. 
“We’re looking for curiosity, commitment, and enthusiasm. Skills can be 
taught – you just need the right attitude.”
As Esh prepares to launch its 2026 apprenticeship opportunities, Beth’s 
journey is a reminder that careers don’t need to start neatly to grow 
successfully. With the right support, the right environment, and the right 
mindset, an apprenticeship can be the beginning of something lasting.
To find out about apprenticeships at Esh Group, join the mailing list to be 
first to hear about the upcoming vacancies, visit:
https://www.eshgroup.co.uk/join-us/apprenticeships/

Why Apprenticeships WorkWorking
Persons Tax
I have tracked a months tax, that the 
Government collected from me. 
£344.40 Income Tax
£137.83 NI
£155.00 Council Tax
£20.00 Road Tax
£32.00 Diesel Duty
£100.00 Food Shopping Vat
£20.00 VAT Energy Bill
£80.00 Alcohol Duty
And, to add insult to injury, £200.00 VAT for 
damage caused to my car from a pot hole.
In total £1098.23 - that is 50% of my salary. 
The working man/woman is not getting value 
for money in this rip off tax system! 
Paul Haigh, Heighington.
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Private Chapels of Rest
and Funeral Plans

Surtees House
Hilton Road
Newton Aycli� e DL5 6EN

� e truly independent family
company caring for your needs

T: 01325 318600
(24 hour)
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Middridge 
History Society
 
Wednesday 11th March 2026 at 7.30pm 
‘Architectural Oddities: Follies & Funny 
Folks’.
Richard Pears will take us through some 
of the stranger buildings of Britain and the 
people who built them.
We look forward to seeing you at this. our 
last meeting of the season. 
Admission £3 including refreshments.

Week Ending 22nd February 2026
Under 7’s faced TIBS, in what was an extremely 
competitive game, with Aycliffe showing great attitude 
throughout. Goals were scored by Leo who grabbed a hat-
trick.
Under 8’s Juniors travelled away to Norton & Stockton 
Ancients, enjoying an evenly matched game. Noah scored 
Aycliffe’s goal, which was a strong contender for goal 
of the season. MOTM was Arron in goal, who put in an 
outstanding performance.
Under 9’s Blues had their first home game in 2026, facing 
Billingham United. Aycliffe did not look themselves at 
times, but came through the match comfortably. The goals 
were scored by Leland, Nate and Oliver (2) who picked up 
POTM. CPOTM was Isaac who played great on the wing. 
Carter in goal helped himself to a clean sheet.
Under 10’s Reds faced Darlington TSC at Hummersknott 
Academy in a wonderful game of football. Aycliffe scored 
through Fox (3) and Thomas. POTM was Jan who was 
formidable in defence. PPOTM was Korben who linked up 
well with Michael down the right.
Under 11’s travelled to face Redcar Athletic Navy, coming 
away with a great result. Harvey P was outstanding in 
goal, keeping a clean sheet to earn him MOTM. The goals 
were scored by Noah A and Henry C, who scored his first 
goal for Aycliffe.
Under 12’s Blues faced South Moore Blues in a quarter-
final cup tie. Aycliffe started slowly, trailing at the break. A 
second half fight back was not enough for them to reach 
the semi-finals. Aycliffe’s goals were scored by Charlie (2) 
and MOTM Yash.
Under 12’s Blacks were on the road to face Grangetown 
Boys. On a heavy pitch, Aycliffe struggled to assert 
themselves and trailed at half-time. In the second half, 
Aycliffe played much better, with Jayden scoring the goal.
Under 12’s Reds got a fantastic 6-3 win against Kader. 
Aycliffe were at it from the off, with Charlie opening the 
scoring, Laitia then scored a long-range strike giving the 
keeper no chance. Alfie then grabbed a great double with 
a double assist from Charlie. Louie then cleared a corner 
to Koa who ran half the pitch to score. Good pressure from 
Yash, made Kader score an OG. MOTM was Koa.
Under 13’s Whites travelled to face Hebburn Blacks 
Barca, Aycliffe started well, but fell behind before the 
break. Charlie and MOTM Oscar scored for Aycliffe, but 
Hebburn scored two late goals to get the victory.
Under 14’s Blacks welcomed Blackfyne FC Woodham, 
for their first game in four weeks. It was a great 3-2 
victory with Kai, Kaylm and Ben scoring the goals. POTM 
was shared between the team for such an impressive 
performance.
Under 14’s Juniors travelled to Wynyard for a friendly, 
Aycliffe acquitted themselves well against a team flying 
high in the division above. A feisty encounter ended 6-4 
in Wynyard’s favour. Two goals from Jake and one from 
MOTM Sammy complemented an impressive performance 
from Max in goal.
Under 15’s were away to a quality Darlington Quakers 
team. Every single one of the team put a massive 
performance in and dominated from start to finish, to win 
4-0. Goals were scored by Layton W, Sam, Kodi and 
Jonah. MOTM was Grayson.
Week Ending 1st March 2026
Under 7’s faced Greatham Youth. Aycliffe put in a 
powerful performance, scoring some lovely goals through 
Leo (4), Frankie, Killian, Henry and an OG.
Under 8’s hosted Middleton Rangers, showing significant 
effort. Ethan scored twice and Noah scored a great goal 

from the halfway line. MOTM was Arron in goal.
Under 9’s Blues hosted Saltburn Athletic with both 
teams flying high in the league. Aycliffe were at it from the 
start, putting in a complete performance with the midfield 
being nothing short of exceptional. Leland (6), Nate (2), 
Jude, Isaac and Oliver scored goals. PPOTM was shared 
between Nate and Jude. CPOTM was six goal hero 
Leland.
Under 9’s Juniors hosted Darlington United in a close 
contest, working hard throughout with Cooper scoring both 
of Aycliffe’s goals.
Under 10’s Reds faced Darlington Spraire Lads, it was 
Thomas who scored Aycliffe’s goal with an assist from 
Michael. POTM was Leo and PPOTM was Michael.
Under 10’s Juniors travelled to high flying 21st Allstars 
for their last league match of the season. Aycliffe played 
some great football with goals from Connor (3) and Zack. 
The performance was great, with goalkeeper Kian putting 
in an outstanding performance. OMOTM was Lincoln.
Under 11’s had a tough day against Unbeaten Bedale 
Juniors. MOTM was Theo who worked hard on and off the 
ball, showing great attitude.
Under 12’s Blacks travelled to face Billingham United 
Hornets, Aycliffe started the better, but eventually went 
down 3-2. Goals were scored by Grayson and an OG.
Under 13’s Blacks hosted Thornaby Town Reds, who are 
top of the league. Aycliffe could not take the chances they 
created, eventually going down 3-0. MOTM was Lleyton 
and Ryley H.
Under 14’s Blacks faced Crook Hornets away, in a 3-3 
draw. Kaylm scored a great hat-trick, which was enough to 
earn MMOTM. PPOTM was Oliver.
Under 14’s Juniors welcomed fellow high-fliers 
Guisborough to Woodham, in what turned out to be a 
hugely entertaining match. A goal from Oliver B and a 
top-class performance from Max H in goal ensured Aycliffe 
came away with a share of the spoils. Max picked up both 
MOTM and OMOTM.
Under 23’s faced Spenny Volty, losing 2-1 in a difficult 
performance.

Newton Aycliffe Juniors
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Woodham Golf & Country Club
Burnhill Way , Newton Aycliff e, Co. Durham DL5 4PN

Tel: 01325 319977 (option 1)
E: woodhamproshop@googlemail.com

golf@woodhamgolfandleisure.co.uk

13 Months

Membership

for the

price of

12 Months

1st Mar 2026 - 31st Mar 2027
M E M B E R S H I P

P R I C E S

The name of a new cultural 
venue that will boost Durham 
City’s visitor offer and provide a 
home for creativity and innovation 
has been announced.
The Light will bring together 
art and science in an engaging 
space where visitors will be able 
to view internationally significant 
exhibitions; artists will be able 
to create and collaborate, and 
communities can gather.
The name of the Durham County 
Council-run venue has been 
inspired not just by the building’s 
history, but also its future use.
Once the site of the Durham Light Infantry (DLI) Museum and Art 
Gallery, the building is undergoing significant works, which have seen it 
stripped down to its basic structure and almost completely rebuilt.
While it’s new design will transform The Light into a multipurpose 
cultural space, the venue’s links to military history will be retained 
through a dedicated DLI Gallery telling the story of the ‘Durhams’ 
through objects, documents and film footage from the DLI Collection.
The new name also reflects County Durham’s many associations with 
light - from the creation 1,300 years ago of Bede’s lunar calendar to 
Durham University’s involvement in the James Webb Space Telescope.
Housing the county’s only contemporary art gallery, The Light will also 
provide a beacon for creativity, arts and culture when it opens, with light 
art also set to play a prominent role.
More than just an exhibition space, The Light will also offer facilities 
to host private events and conferences, and a ground floor café will 
provide a place for visitors and passers-by to stop for refreshments. 
The stunning natural grounds will be an oasis in the centre of the city 
and a place for reflection.
Situated at the heart of Aykley Heads, The Light will be an anchor 
institution of Durham’s Innovation District, which took a major step 
forward just last month when Durham County Council signed a 
Collaboration Agreement with Muse and Durham University to 
accelerate its development as a hub for investment and innovation.
Acting as a meeting place and a creative hub, The Light will support 
the game-changing ambitions of the new district and play a key part in 
the sustainable growth of the site.
The Light, which is due to open this year, will be a sister venue to 
The Story, which provides the permanent home to the DLI Collection. 
The two venues will work together, along with other attractions across 
the county, to support a local, regional and national visitor offer that 
celebrates our heritage and highlights our ambition.

Bright Future for The Light

Darlington, prepare yourselves. 
Lock up your lunches, hide your 
“delicious little fingers,” and keep 
an eye out for suspiciously long, 
green reptiles - because The 
Enormous Crocodile is chomping 
its way onto the Darlington 
Hippodrome stage in April.
This greedy, grumptious, and 
undeniably horrid, creature is 
leaving the jungle behind and 
heading straight for County Durham, armed with “secret plans and 
clever tricks” that only the bravest jungle animals - and, of course, 
Darlington audiences - can foil. 
This mischievous musical adventure is based on Roald Dahl’s 
beloved tale and features toe tapping tunes by Ahmed Abdullahi 
Gallab, delightfully cheeky book and lyrics by Suhayla El Bushra, and 
additional music by Tom Brady.
Developed and directed by Emily Lim, with stunning puppetry co-
created by Toby Olié and Daisy Beattie, this family-friendly spectacular 
brings a whole menagerie of jungle friends to life - along with one 
particularly gigantic and dramatically hungry crocodile. 
Expect puppets, puns, jungle jingles, and plenty of playful peril.
The Enormous Crocodile runs at Darlington Hippodrome from 
Thursday 16th to Saturday 18th April. For full details, or to book, call 
the Box Office on 01325 405405 or visit darlingtonhippodrome.co.uk

The Enormous Crocodile 
is Sliding into Darlington

To anyone who wasn’t there, our last Friday 
lunchtime jazz #bishopaucklandjazz was an 
absolute cracker. The distinguished statesman 
of British Jazz, Alan Barnes, graced Bishop 
Auckland with his cultured saxophone and 
clarinet playing in a wonderfully constructed 
programme. If I were a Bell and Rhythm 
Changes on alto sax were quickly followed by 
a smooth Bossa on clarinet. Then out came the 
baritone sax for a delightfully floated version 
of Skylark and Bernie’s Tune. He finished on 
alto with Dreamsville from Peter Gunn and 
there was still time for an encore of Caravan 
with some outrageously slick and exciting solos 
from all of the musicians.
Throughout the event, Alan gave great credit 
to his trio of Mick Shoulder (double bass), Rick 
Laughlin (piano) and Tim Johnston (drums).
He also enjoyed a great rapport with the near 
capacity audience, sharing some great stories 
and inviting comments from those gathered.
The next event will be on Friday 13th March 
at 1.00pm in the Methodist Church and will 
feature the welcome return of popular singer 
Paul Skerrit for some more smooth and cool 
lunchtime tones.

Jazz Tones with Alan Barnes
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Bringing your Business to Life!

01325 300212 - www.newtonpress.net

AYCLIFFE’S

PRINT
SHOP

01325 300212 - www.newtonpress.net

Another New Service . . .
Plan Prints (A2, A1, A0)
 Scanned, Copied and/or Printed
 Posters, Display Boards, Table Plans 
 Flags, Banners, Signage

Contact Stuart
Tel: 01325 300212

stu@newtonpress.net

INDOOR AND OUTDOOR
Banners, Signs, Flags and Posters - ALL SIZES
 Produced on paper, card, plastic, vinyl, foam board, metal, wood,
  perspex, brushed steel, fabric, mesh, fluted, self adhesive, dry wipe.

  Contact Stu at your local printer
  01325 300212 or email stu@newtonpress.net

Bespoke furniture makers based in 
Newton Aycliffe. 

Designed, Manufactured and Installed. 
Residential and Commercial. 

Handmade kitchens, Wardrobes, Alcove shelving, 
Dining tables, Sideboards, Benches, Bars, Bookcases, 

Reception desks and more! 

Find us on Instagram @howarthbespoke 
to see our work.  

Adam@howarthbespoke.co.uk     07930395533 

 

 

Join Us In 
Celebrating 

The Past, Present and Future of 
The Stockton & Darlington Railway 

Saturday 7th March 2026 1.30pm – 4pm 
St Michaels Church, Heighington, DL5 6PN 

Speakers from 1.45pm prompt 

Past – Women of the Railway 

Present – SDR200 Festival 

Future – Heighington Station  

Music by North Riding        

            

 

  

Charity No 
1177252 

 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/friends-of-the-
stockton-and-darlington-railway or 07764368874 
Stalls Merchandise Books Displays Refreshments 

TICKETS 

£6 

Coffee ‘n’ Chat
Everyone is welcome at Aycliffe Village Hall 
for our Coffee ‘n’ Chat on Wednesday 11th 
March between 2.00pm and 3.00pm. We look 
forward to seeing you for a drink, biscuits and 
friendship.

Wheelchairs
In the UK, it is estimated 4.3 million people 
experience a short-term mobility need that 
could benefit from a wheelchair. 44% of these 
people believed they would have benefitted 
from one, to attend appointments or to 
continue in their normal social environment.
The NHS provides wheelchairs for long-term 
users, but those in temporary need often 
have to apply privately, some have a waiting 
list and most have a charge. If the need for 
a wheelchair is unplanned, such as after an 
accident, a wait or a charge might have a 
dramatic effect on their lives.
Community Spirit Newton Aycliffe can supply 
transit and self propelled wheelchairs, 
children’s and bariatric chairs, on a temporary 
loan basis, free f charge - and, they can 
delivered to the door, if you live within Newton 
Aycliffe.
Please contact email:
communityspiritaycliffe@gmail.com
or call Anne on 07506 123561.

ACORN
Residents Association

Our next meeting will be held on Thursday 
12th March, 6.00pm, upstairs at The Phoenix 
Club.
Everyone is welcome to come along.
Tea, coffee and biscuits are available.
Trips away will be discussed.
We look forward to seeing you then.

Celebrity chef Phil 
Vickery is to make a 
welcome return to a 
popular North East 
food festival this 
spring.
Phil, who has 
graced screens for 
more than a quarter 
of a century on ITV 
show This Morning, 
will be leading the 
line-up at this year’s 
Bishop Auckland 
Food Festival, 
which takes place 
on Saturday and 
Sunday, 18th and 
19th April.
Phil last appeared 
at Bishop Auckland 
in 2023 and will 
be joined this year 
by fellow TV chefs 
Chris Bavin – reprising his previous role as host; Shivi Ramoutar and 
Aaron Mountford-Myles.
The free-to-attend Durham County Council event once again promises 
to get taste buds tingling and diners drooling, with culinary delights 
from both near and far for everyone to enjoy.
Phil Vickery has appeared on This Morning for 26 years and has had 
two series of his own on ITV, Phil Vickery’s Pudding Club and Save 
Money: Good Diet. He has also made appearances on BBC’s Holiday, 
Ready Steady Cook; and Proof of the Pudding. Away from TV, Phil is a 
prolific and highly regarded cookery author, having written 19 award-
winning books that have sold worldwide. 
As in previous years, Chris Bavin will be the host of the festival across 
both days. Chris is co-presenter of BBC1’s hugely successful series 
Eat Well for Less. He has also presented Tomorrow’s Food with Dara 
O’Briain and The Truth about Meat and is co-presenter of BBC1’s 
long-running series Food: Truth or Scare, with Gloria Hunniford. Chris 
was the presenter for two series of BBC2’s Britain in Bloom and a 
co-judge on BBC1’s prime time competition series Britain’s Best Home 
Cook, with Mary Berry, chef Angela Hartnett and presenter Claudia 
Winkleman. He is also a regular guest and reporter for The One Show 
and Morning Live.
Shivi Ramoutar can regularly be found cooking her tropical fare on 
TV, via her ITV series, Jimmy and Shivi’s Farmhouse Breakfast, and 
has also appeared on Saturday Kitchen, James Martin’s Saturday 
Mornings and This Morning. She is the author of three cookbooks.
Aaron Mountford-Myles came to the nation’s attention last year, when 
he reached the final of Channel 4 series The Great British Bake Off.
Phil, Shivi and Aarron will all be giving cookery demonstrations at the 
festival on the Saturday, with details of the Sunday chef line-up to be 
announced soon.
The festival will also have a treat for those with a sweet tooth, with 
chocolate workshops from Paul A. Young on both days. Paul will be 
running hour-long Perfect Truffles Masterclasses and Adventures with 
Chocolate sessions, on both the Saturday and Sunday. 
Booking for these is required via the festival website, where further 
information on everything happening across the two days can be 
found, at www.bishopaucklandfoodfestival.co.uk

Phil Vickery to Attend 
Bishop Food Festival
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Leaflets Printed
and Delivered
with the Newton News
Pick and choose the areas you would
like to cover, or deliver to all 15,000
Delivery prices start at £50.00/1000

We deliver every week to:
Newton Aycliff e, Heighington, Redworth,
School Aycliff e, Aycliff e Village, Middridge,
Braff erton, Coatham Mundeville, 
and Woodham Village

Improve your
business by 

advertising with 
the Newton News

Contact Paul, email:
paul@newtonnews.co.uk

AIMAIM
FORFOR
AYCLIFFE
AYCLIFFE

 - 
Incorporating The Newtonian - Newton Aycliffe’s Free Community Newspaper, published on the first and third Friday of each month.

Editorial & Advertising contact: Telephone: 01325 300212 - Email: paul@newtonnews.co.uk  - Website: www.newtonnews.co.uk

Alan StricklandMP

Next Edition:Friday 23rd
January

Friday 9th January 2026

Established 1948
Newton News

European automotive component distributor, 

Olympus Global, has announced it is soon 

to break ground on its new multi-million 

pound distribution facility in the North East of 

England.Ambitious growth plans, a significant £2.7m 

investment, and industrial architectural 

designs, civil engineering and project 

management expertise by Building Design 

Northern (BDN) all came together on Monday 

6th October when construction started at the 

16,000 sq ft Newton Aycliffe site.
The announcement coincides with the launch 

of this year’s North East Automotive Alliance 

(NEAA) event which sees organisations from 

across the whole industry supply chain attend 

the annual expo held in Sunderland.
Olympus Global, a UK and European-

wide distributor of high-quality engineered 

components, is building its second UK 

warehouse distribution facility (the first in 

the North East) to directly serve industrial, 

automotive and wider supply chain companies 

in northern and Scottish regions. 
The bespoke build - designed, delivered and 

project managed collectively by architectural 

and engineering firm, BDN, will see prime 

brownfield land at Aycliffe Business Park in 

County Durham be fully transformed into a 

fit-for-purpose scheme with dedicated storage 

space and modern offices.
The site will facilitate existing international 

customers including Unipres, Thorn Lighting 

and Gestamp Tallent (located opposite), and 

is anticipated to ship more than £7m worth of 

parts and engineering components in the first 

year of operations alone. The new facility will 

create up to 10 new jobs making a significant 

contribution to the local economy. 
Ryan Doyle, Director at Building Design 

Northern (BDN) which is working on behalf 

of major UK-wide industrial and commercial 

clients including Olympus Global, commented: 

“Being able to announce the start of 
construction onsite is fantastic and it’ll be great 

to start seeing our designs coming out of the 

ground. “We have worked closely with Olympus Global 

right from the start across all requirements 

to support this major scheme, and our 

knowledge, industry insight and technical 

expertise across different architectural and 

engineering disciplines has proved critical, 

given our client is also based outside the 

region. The main contractor is ready to go, so 

getting ready to break ground on the site is 

good news for Olympus Global, the industry 

Olympus Global Announces Start
of Construction in Newton Aycliffe

and the wider business community too.”

BDN has appointed Hall Construction as 

principal contractor to deliver the development 

which also includes bespoke ‘green’ features 

to align with Olympus Global’s commitment to 

carbon reduction and sustainability.  
Olympus Global - a £38m turnover business 

- supplies engineering fasteners, precision-

turned and machined components, castings, 

aluminium extrusions and forgings to major 

organisations within the industrial and 

automotive sectors. The Newton Aycliffe 

development will become the company’s fifth 

site including its head office and distribution 

centre in the Midlands and further facilities in 

Spain and Hungary.Keith Rice, Managing Director at Olympus 

Global, said: “We are delighted to be 

breaking ground at Newton Aycliffe as it is a 

key strategic site for the company, and one 

which marks a new chapter in our 50+ year 

history. We work very closely with the region’s 

automotive supply chain, so it is also very 

timely to announce the start of construction 

date at NEAA’s expo event.
“The North East and County Durham is a 

prime location, providing direct access to main 

transport routes and proximity to the industry’s 

big players and cluster locations. Our clients 

are fast-paced organisations that require the 

highest level of turnaround, dispatch and 

efficiency, so we’re delighted to be starting 

construction and making our mark here in the 

region.”

A child born during the festive season has become the 3000th in the 
region to receive a Baby 
Box.
North East charity ‘The Children’s Foundation’ celebrated boosting the start in life for 3,000 babies at Christmas, with first-day essentials, information and support in 

the form of a Baby Box.A third of children in the North East live in poverty and these boxes 
are designed to level the playing field for all youngsters. Baby Boxes 

include developmentally rich toys, early learning materials, baby 

essentials and expert guidance to first-time parents. 

The scheme has been backed by North East Mayor Kim McGuinness, 

since she came into office, she has expanded the initiative to benefit 

more families across the region and is becoming a cornerstone of her 

strategy to tackle child poverty.
The model combines financial relief with relationship-based support 

delivered through midwives, health visitors and community partners, 

easing the pressure on stretched public services and giving families the 

confidence, tools and knowledge to support their baby’s development 

from birth.Sean Soulsby, CEO of The Children’s Foundation, said, “Reaching 

3,000 Baby Boxes isn’t just a number, it represents real, individual 

families whose babies are now starting life with the essentials, the 

learning tools and the support every child deserves.”

What started as a local, community led initiative has benefitted from 

private sector collaboration with warehousing specialist Stiller bringing 

the Baby Box scheme to life.
Stiller now provide contract packing services to ready boxes for 

expecting families. Thomas Prentice, Business Development Manager at Stiller, said: 

“When we first learned about the Baby Box project, we knew straight 

away it was something we wanted to support and the project has grown 

into something the whole Stiller team cares deeply about. We handle 

the logistics planning, from stock management to making sure each 

box leaves us safely and gets where it needs to be, when it needs to 

be there. It’s the kind of behind-the-scenes work we do every day as 

a business, but knowing it directly supports new parents makes it feel 

incredibly meaningful.“Stiller has been part of the Northeast community for 71 years, and 

being able to use our contract packing facility and the expertise of our 

people to help get these boxes safely packed and delivered feels like 

a very real, hands-on way of giving back. Seeing the project reach 

3,000 Baby Boxes is fantastic, and we’re proud to have played a part 

in making that happen. Knowing that every single one is heading to 

a family that will start their journey feeling a little more supported is a 

great feeling, especially at this time of year.”

3000 Baby Boxes Delivered

I recently chaired a spiking roundtable in 
Durham, bringing together police and crime 
commissioners, senior policing leaders 
and partners from across the North-east. 
We were joined by colleagues from the 
Home Office Violence Against Women and 
Girls Centre, campaigners from Stamp 
Out Spiking, and representatives from 
universities and the night time economy.
Research carried out in Durham shows that 
almost half of students believed spiking was 
a “big issue,” with a further quarter saying 
it remained a concern even if not the main 
one. In total, around seven in ten students 
saw spiking as a real problem. These figures 
represent fear, vulnerability and a loss of 
confidence that must be addressed. 
Nationally, reports of spiking have risen 
sharply, but many incidents still go 
unreported. Victims may fear they will not be 
believed, blame themselves, or worry about 
what will happen if they come forward.
One of the challenges is misunderstanding 
what spiking is. Many people still believe 
it only involves drugs being slipped into 
drinks. Spiking also includes deliberately 
adding extra alcohol to someone’s drink 
without their knowledge or consent - such 
as doubling measures or topping up a glass 
while encouraging someone to drink more.
Alcohol is a drug, and both forms of spiking 
are equally dangerous and equally criminal. 
Spiking is frequently linked to other serious 
offences, including sexual violence, robbery, 
and assault. In the most serious cases, it 
can be life-threatening.
Responsibility always lies with the 
perpetrator - never the victim.
Durham Constabulary advises that if you 
think you or someone you are with has been 
spiked, you should: 
•	 Get to a safe place immediately;
•	 Stay with people you trust;
•	 Tell a friend or venue staff;
•	 Seek medical help if you feel unwell; 
•	 Never go home alone; 
•	 If symptoms are severe or urgent, always 
	 call 999.
Reports can be made online using the 
dedicated spiking reporting tool, by calling 
101, or at a police station. If someone is in 
immediate danger, call 999.
I have consistently pressed for spiking to 
be taken more seriously. By calling it out for 
what it is and by working together, we can 
make our night-time economy safer and 
send a clear message that spiking will not 
be tolerated, and those responsible will be 
pursued and held accountable.

Zero Tolerance 
to Spiking

National Award for Transforming Care
County Durham and Darlington NHS 
Foundation Trust is celebrating the success 
of one of its own after Health Play Specialist 
Leanne Gowland was named Health Play 
Specialist of the Year 2025 in the national 
Starlight Play in Healthcare Awards.
Leanne Gowland works in the Trust’s 
Children’s Bladder and Bowel Service, 
supporting children and young people aged 
three to 19 with continence challenges. She 
uses creative play techniques, including 
preparation, distraction and sensory activities, 
to reduce anxiety, build confidence and 
improve children’s healthcare experiences 
at home, in school and on hospital wards. 
By working closely with families, schools 
and clinical teams, Leanne ensures children 
receive joined-up care that is both coordinated 
and supportive.
Leanne, who has been a Health Play Specialist 
for over 20 years, joined the specialist bladder 
and bowel team in 2022 and has played a 
pioneering role in developing the service. 
Working alongside colleague, Ann Bainbridge 
and the wider nursing team, she provides tailored support and 
education to children and their families across the county.
Her work has been described by colleagues as making a ‘profound 
difference’ to children’s lives, preventing hospital admissions and 
protecting mental health. Demand for the service has risen sharply in 
recent years, with referrals increasing since the pandemic.
The Trust recently hosted a local awards ceremony at Darlington 
Memorial Hospital, where Leanne was presented with her award ahead 
of a more formal national ceremony in London later this year.
Joanne Carr, Children and Young Peoples Bladder and Bowel Service 
Lead Nurse, said: “This was a new role in our service and Leanne 
brought a wealth of experience and is an integral part of our team.  
Her knowledge and experience of working with children through play 
is amazing. She continues to develop this role within the service 
and supports the development of other trainee play specialists. I am 
amazed by the use of play and ideas regarding issues such as delayed 
toilet training, compliance with medication and fluid intake. It makes 
such a difference to the children we see.” 
Leanne, who also mentors trainee play specialists, said she was 
“grateful and humbled” by the award: “It feels a little surreal, but I’m so 

thankful to work with such a fantastic team. 
For me it’s all about helping children live as 
fully as possible - if play, structure and support 
can open those doors, that’s what I’ll keep 
doing.”
The Starlight Play in Healthcare Awards 
celebrate outstanding use of play to reduce 
fear, pain and trauma for children receiving 
medical care.

I Had A Dream
I stood upon the beach of Normandy,
I saw a thousand bodies plus, upon the shore,
Then I looked upon the sea, it once was blue, but now a sea of red,
This is the blood that was shed for you and me,
Then I looked upon the shore once more,
I saw the bodies they did rise,
As they gathered all around, like a gentle breeze,
I heard their voices say unto me,
Go home my son, go home,
And tell them what we’ve done,
We have given our today, for your tomorrow,
So all the world will be free.

By Peter Barnes
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Member of Parliament UpdateMember of Parliament Update

Email: alan.strickland.mp@parliament.uk

Removal of Payphone
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)

Proposed Removal of Telephone Kiosk For BT Payphones
 
Over the past decade there has been a decline of 90% in payphone 
usage as a result of significant changes in communication in the 
UK, 98% of the UK now has either 3G, 4G or 5G coverage. This 
is important because such coverage makes it possible to call the 
emergency services, even when there is no credit or no coverage 
from your own mobile provider. Furthermore, a recent Ofcom report 
has found that most people do not view payphones as essential for 
most consumers in most circumstances.
As part of BT’s Universal Service Obligation, it is required that 
payphone provision is to meet reasonable needs, however BT 
constantly needs to review payphone usage and, on occasions, look 
to realign public payphone provision more closely to the reducing 
demand that still exists.
It has been identified that a BT payphone in your area is no longer 
required and therefore could be removed. BT has asked Durham 
Council County to collate any comments regarding the matter and to 
relay these back to BT for consideration. Details of the phone box in 
question are detailed below
Address:	 Telephone Box At Whinlatter Place, DL5 7DR
Number		  01325 313371 
Total number of calls last 12 months - 35
If you wish to object you will please need to state your reasons 
why. BT offers local communities the facility to adopt existing 
traditional red ‘heritage’ phone box and make them an asset that 
local people can enjoy for just £1, thereby protecting the heritage of 
the community. Communities can also adopt modern glass boxes if 
they want to house a defibrillator. Please visit bt.com/adopt for more 
information
https://business.bt.com/public-sector/street-hubs/adopt-a[1]kiosk-
scheme/?s_cid=btb_FURL_adopt
In order to be taken into account, any comments should please 
be made via email to planning@durham.gov.uk clearly stating the 
reference number PRE90/26/00214 before the end of March 2026.

A new partnership in Spennymoor 
will see everyday house moves 
directly supporting people 
affected by a cancer diagnosis or 
bereavement.
Local estate agents, Ryan James, 
has teamed up with Solan Connor 
Fawcett Family Cancer Trust, also 
known as Team Solan, and will 
donate £500 from every completed 
house sale in Spennymoor to the 
charity.
Ryan James, an independent local estate agents based in Bishop 
Auckland, say the partnership reflects their people-first approach and 
their long-standing involvement in the community.
Team Solan supports individuals and families navigating cancer and 
loss - providing practical help, emotional support and opportunities to 
spend meaningful time together. On average, it costs around £400 per 
year to support one family, meaning each property sold will fund more 
than a year of support for someone locally.
As part of the partnership, Ryan James will also provide an exclusive 
selling package for families supported by Team Solan who need to 
move home, as well as supporting fundraising events and awareness 
campaigns throughout the year.
The first donation will come from a local Spennymoor property currently 
being sold by the Ryan James team, marking the start of an ongoing 
commitment to supporting the community. Residents considering 
selling their home can now help a local person facing cancer simply by 
choosing Ryan James to support them in their move.
Every house sale will now bring real comfort to someone going through 
one of life’s hardest times, and we’re incredibly grateful to Ryan and 
the team for choosing to use their business to help people when they 
need it most.”
If you’d like to learn more about this initiative, please contact:
info@ryanjamesestateagents.co.uk

House Sales To Fund 
Local Cancer Support 

There are deeply concerning developments 
unfolding in the Middle East and I want to 
begin by highlighting important advice for 
residents with friends or family in the region. 
The Foreign, Commonwealth & Development 
Office is urging all British nationals in Bahrain, 
Israel, Palestine, Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirates to register their presence so they 
can receive important updates and support 
if needed. They can do so here: https://www.
gov.uk/government/news/foreign-office-travel-
advice-updates
Please do share this information with anyone 
you know who may be in the area. 
At a time of heightened global uncertainty, it is 
a reminder of just how important our national 
security and international partnerships 
remain. This was brought sharply into 
focus when I had the privilege of travelling 
to Norway to visit Camp Viking and spend 
time with our Commando Forces on winter 
training exercises. Seeing first-hand how 
the Royal Marines prepare to operate in 
some of the harshest conditions on earth. 
The Commandos are playing a vital role in 
countering the growing threat of aggression 
from Russia in the High North, helping to 
protect British interests and the wider security 
of our NATO allies. 
I was there alongside a cross-party group 
of MPs and Peers as part of the Royal Navy 
Armed Forces Parliamentary Scheme and 
it was a valuable opportunity to deepen our 
understanding of the challenges faced by our 
armed forces.
There has also been welcome economic 
news. Growth has outperformed forecasts, 
January saw a healthy surplus with debt 
falling and borrowing down and inflation 
continues to ease. Households will also 
benefit from energy bills falling by around 
£117 due to changes in the price cap. This 
is encouraging progress and a sign that the 
steps being taken to stabilise the economy 
are beginning to have a positive effect for 
working families.
Back in Parliament, I was really pleased 
to meet with Minister Miatta Fahnbulleh to 
discuss the future of Newton Aycliffe town 
centre. Securing investment for our high 
streets remains a key priority. Having already 
helped secure £20 million for Spennymoor 
town centre, I am now pushing hard to ensure 
Newton Aycliffe receives the backing it needs 
to thrive, attract visitors and support local 
businesses.
I am particularly pleased that the government 
launched a national consultation on how to 
better support pupils with SEND in schools. 
The proposals are backed with major new 
investment to drive real improvements such 
as:
•	 £1.5 billion for early intervention support in
	 schools
•	 £1.8 billion to expand access to educational
	 psychologists and therapists
•	 £200 million for improved SEND training for
	 teachers
•	 £740 million to adapt classrooms and
	 create specialist facilities
•	 Funding for 60,000 new specialist places
•	 And £200 million for SEND outreach
	 through Best Start Family Hubs
These are significant steps towards ensuring 

every child gets the support they need to 
succeed. To have your say, please visit:
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/
send-reform-putting-children-and-young-
people-first

Nordic Americana duo Glimtvis will play 
their first ever UK headline show at Newton 
Aycliffe’s Steam Machine Brewery in March.
Comprising singers Rikke Egholm Ravn and 
Rasmus Pedersen, Glimtvis combine their 
Scandinavian and rock roots with elements of 
the Americana genre honed by working with 
artists in Nashville, Tennessee.
Rikke and Rasmus made their UK debut in 
2025, performing two sets at Buckle & Boots 
Country Festival, and the friendships they 
made on that visit led to the planning of their 
return to the UK.
Their visit to Steam Machine on 19th March  
will be Glimtvis’ first ever non-festival show in 
the UK.
It follows a sell-out show at the brewery by 
Grammy-nominated Nashville artist Jeremy 
McComb in 2025, building on the growing 
popularity of the venue for touring artists.
Pronounced Glimt-vees, the Danish word 
translates as “a little glimpse”, and when it 
comes to what people can expect from one of 
their shows, it’s a fitting moniker.
Rikke says: “I think what we would love for the 
audience to experience is to see themselves 
in our songs…whether that’s something about 
being an adult, maybe about a broken heart, 
about feeling happy on the road, or whatever 
one of our songs is about. It resonates with 
them. They can recognise themselves in 
the lyrics – we love for that to happen, and it 
always happens that someone comes up to us 
and says ‘I know that feeling’.”
Rasmus adds: “When people leave a Glimtvis 
show, maybe they leave with the feeling of 
‘I’m maybe not doing so bad myself, actually.’ 
That’s the humorous way of it, but actually 
that they see that other people have these 
doubts and fears and feelings and losses and 
everything, too. I hope they will be able to see 
themselves in it.”
Tickets for Glimtvis’ show at Steam Machine 
Brewery on the 19th are available from:
www.skiddle.com

Danish Vocal Duo 
Set for Steam 
Machine Show
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HAVE YOU
GOT NEWS
FOR US?

We are always interested
in local news stories.

We like to feature good
news and interesting

items on achievements
& community service

Tel: Paul
01325 300212

or paul@newtonnews.co.uk

Aycliffe Village 
WI Poppy Making

Members of Aycliffe Village WI have been 
knitting and crocheting poppies for the 
Standing with Giants War Memorial in 
Normandy. These poppies will be sent to 
France to replace some in the display. 

S.A.C.A.
School Aycliffe Community Association

Community Hall - Located at the bottom of Eastfields, School Aycliffe 
(please follow the white/brown information signs).
March Events
Community Choir held every fortnight. Our next session is on Monday 
9th March from 7.00pm until 8.30pm, £3 including light refreshments.
Please contact Julie McGarth for further information on 07742 015609
Bingo Night Friday 13th March, 7.00pm to 10.00pm (cash only). This 
is a ticketed event, £5 per person, goody bag included (over 18s).
You can either bring your own food and drink or Huntley’s Fish & Chip 
mobile van will be in attendance from 8.00pm.
Don’t worry if you don’t have a dabber, as these will be on sale with 
additional bingo cards for those that are feeling lucky! There will be a 
raffle on the night, so bring some cash!
Please contact Georgette on 07951 758118 or Julie on 07742 015609 
to purchase your tickets, we also offer online payment, so you have no 
excuse!
Up and Coming Events
please make a note in your diary!
April
Ladies Night held every 1st Wednesday in the month, £3 including 
light refreshments. Our next session will be on Wednesday 1st April 
7.00pm to 9.00pm.
Safer Driving as we age
Please contact Christine for further info on 07981 992686 
Dates for mobile food vans to visit our hall:
Friday 13th March from 8.00pm.
Wednesday 18th March, Weird Dough, 4.30pm to 7.30pm. Please visit 
our new Facebook page School Aycliffe Community Centre, we are at 
the heart of our community and a warm welcoming space for people of 
all ages and backgrounds to connect, learn and grow. Just a reminder, 
when you visit our hall please can you be mindful when parking - thank 
you for supporting our events and hope to see you soon.
The Committee Members,
School Aycliffe Community Association.

Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Opticians

MOBILITY SCOOTER
Wheelchair,
Ramps, etc.,

Any Condition.
T. 07401 133459

Wanted

Sudoku
   7      6

 4   1     2

    2   4 8 5

   2  1   6

  1  6  8  4

  3   7  2

 2 4 5   1

 7     3   1

 3      6

PUZZLE CORNER

Obituary

Mobile
Hairdresser
Cuts from £12.00

Perms from £40.00

Julie 07801 192417
to book an appointment

Hairdressing

In Memoriam

Samsung 40” TV 
UE40F6740, £100. 
TV Table 600 x 460, 
wooden, black glass 
top and one shelf, 
£40. X-Box One and 
Kinnect, £80. Bose 
Solo TV sound system, 
£50. 07572 614466.

For Sale Tuition

PICKING UP guitar/
drums for the first 
time? Looking to 
sharpen your skills? 
Relaxed, focused 
lessons, tailored 
for ages 8 and up. 
Live, experienced 
musician. Putting the 
fun in fundamentals.
Contact:  07400 
266196 or  email: 
a j a y s i m o n s o n @
icloud.com

Congratulations

Tuesday
Paul and Angela

Happy 50th 
Anniversary.

Love, Pauline xx

Val Morgans
(née Hurst)

Passed 2/3/22
Until we meet again.
Your life was a 
blessing, your 
memory a treasure. 
You are loved beyond 
words and missed 
beyond measure.
Love and miss you 
every day.
Your loving Son 
Gareth and all the 
family.

Gladys Harbottle

Died 7th March 2013
Gone, but never 
forgotten, and we 
cherish our lovely 
memories.
Vera, Lavinia and 
Andy x

Free

FREE WELL 
ROTTED MANURE.

01325 312166
07526 387783

Heather Murial 
Crichton Rogerson

Heather, a victim of 
cancer, passed away 
at home on 27th 
February 2026, aged 
73.
Dearly beloved Wife 
of Husband John and 
loving Grandmother 
to Angel, Gemma 
and Jamie, Great 
Grandmother to 10 
Grandchildren.
Will be sadly missed 
and in our hearts 
forever.

Mother’s Day 
Remembrance

Jenny Tarvit

Happy Mother’s Day 
Mam.
Love and miss you 
every day. Sending 
you the biggest hug 
for your special day.
With love always 
from your Kaff, Martin 
and family xxx

Maureen Holland

11th March 2018
Maureen, it’s been 
eight long years 
since you left us, and 
yet, I’m still waiting 
for you to walk back 
in through the front 
door.
We all miss you 
every single day and 
love you forever.
Nick, Chris, Richard, 
Megan, Lily and all 
family and friends.
xxxx

Sylvia Huart

12/9/1946-24/1/2026
Aged 79 Years

It is with broken 
hearts that we 
announce the 
peaceful passing of 
our adored Mam, 
Grandma, Great 
Grandma, Sister, 
Auntie and treasured 
friend to many. Loved 
for eternity xxxxxxx
Would family and 
friends kindly meet 
at Wear Valley 
Crematorium on 
Thursday 12th March 
at 3.30pm. 
Lynn, Gary and Claire 
warmly invite all to 
then attend the Navy 
Club, Bluebell Way, 
Newton Aycliffe.
Donations to be 
made in lieu to the 
Stroke Association. 
Flowers can be sent 
directly, if so desired, 
to Co-op Funeral 
Care, Oakcliffe 
Cottage, Macmillan 
Road, Newton 
Aycliffe. 

We are a small social group of about 20 that meet every Tuesday 
afternoon at 1.30pm in The Navy Club on Burnhill Way.
We enjoy a weekly quiz and play various games, such as curling, 
quoits, skittles, etc., as well as the occasional game of bingo, dominoes 
and other board games.
We all enjoy our weekly get-together and chats.
New friends soon become old friends.
We also enjoy regular trips out and meals at various local pubs.
We would love to have some new members, so please come along and 
see if it’s something you’d like to join. Nothing is compulsory, so don’t 
worry if you feel out of your comfort zone.
Further details, if required, from Angela on 07443 034288 or Tony on 
07706 029907.

New Friends, New Places

June Punshon

June, aged 89 years, 
died 21st February, 
peacefully in hospital 
after a long illness. 
First to be married in 
Newton Aycliffe.
Beloved Wife of the 
late Tommy and 
much loved Mam of 
Michael, Deborah, 
Sharon, June, 
Brenda, Nana and 
Great Nana.
Friends please 
meet for June’s 
funeral service at the 
Hammers & Pincers 
on Wednesday 25th 
March at 12 noon, 
followed by burial 
at West Cemetery. 
Everyone welcome 
to return to the 
Hammers & Pincers 
after the interment.

Obituary
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Time Served Royal Horticultural Society Arborist
• Felling, Dismantling & Pruning • Hedge Cutting

• STUMP GRINDING AND REMOVAL
• Local Authority Approved Contractor

All Areas Covered - Free Quotations and Advice

Alexander Walker TechArborA., ND Arb., SOC Arb
Fully Insured - Professionally Trained - Aycliffe Based

07544 802052
www.awtreecare.co.uk

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work

Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking & 

Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432

Mobile: 07765 374 905

Alpine Landscapes
Patios, Driveways, 

Fencing, Decking, Gravel, 
Turfing, Walls. All work 
guaranteed. 25 years 

experience, est 15 years, 
professional advice.

alpinelandscapes.co.uk 
Alan on 07974 710351

ROSEWOOD
TREE WORK
Felled, Pruned, Hedges 
Cut, Fencing, Gravel.

All aspects of
groundwork considered.

20% off for OAPs.
Tel 01325 319972
or 07740 999075

Call Alan
on

07908 793 010

For a FREE quote

NEWTON NEWS
NEWTON NEWS is published and 
printed by Newton Press, which was first 
established in 1948 and incorporates “The 
Newtonian”. Visit the on-line version at 
www.newtonnews.co.uk
DISCLAIMER Newton News cannot be 
held responsible for advertisers offering 
goods or services. As a general rule we 
would advise NOT to part with any money 
until the order has been completed to your 
full satisfaction.
All information is correct, to the best of 
our knowledge, at the time of printing. 
Newton News accepts articles in good faith 
and takes no responsibility for errors and/
or omissions.

Remember to tell the advertiser you 
found them in the Newton News

Remember to tell 
the advertiser you 
found them in the 

Newton News

Storage

“U” STORE
Aycliffe Business Park
Domestic and Industrial 
storage. Open 6 days a 
week. Inside & outside 
storage containers from

£15 per week
TEL: 01325 317716

or 07850 646355Builder

Jeff HorsleyJeff Horsley
28 years experience

Full Build of Extensions
Porches, Garages,

Garden Walls, Patios,
Concreting and Re-Pointing

FREE ESTIMATES
Guaranteed Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01325 313939Tel: 01325 313939
or or 07970 86996707970 869967

Suites and Chairs
New Foams & Springs
Large Pattern Range

Free Estimates & Advice

TEL: 01740 655908
After hours: 07775 535915

RE-UPHOLSTERY

NEWAVE FURNITURE

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES

• Carpet and 
Upholstery cleaning
• Leather cleaning 

and repair
• Pressure washing

• Gutter clean & repair
• End of tenancy cleans

• Domestic and  
Commercial cleaning
• Janitorial supplies

• Fully insured

07895 697115
01325 496939

GUTTER 
CLEANING 

SERVICE
Gutters, Fascia and 

Soffits cleaned.
Paul 07399 628345

StainStainKleenKleen
Professional Cleaning Services for Carpets, Upholstery, Rugs

and Leather Cleaning - Hard Floor Cleaning
RAPID DRYING - FULLY INSURED

Contact 07817 573604
Website: www.stainkleen.co.uk

Home Services

‘Laundry Ladies’
Offering a wash, 
dry and ironing 

service (domestic 
or commercial). 

Free collection and 
drop off included. 

Tel 07928 768744 or 
laundryladies16@gmail.com

‘Cleaning Angels’
For all your cleaning 
needs. Commercial 
cleaning available.

End of tenancy,
holiday lets, builders 
cabins, oven cleans, 

office cleaning, window 
cleaning (up to 8ft), 

ironing service available. 
Competitive rates.

Sanitising & Fogging
Find us on Facebook

Angela 07518 798 595

For all your print 
requirements

Newton 
Press 

300212
FOR ALL YOUR 

PRINTING
REQUIREMENTS
Newton Press 
 Tel: 300212

For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338

waterways@talktalk.net

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs    Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes    Power Flushing

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596

Mobile 07931 591381

 
 
 

•  Boiler Repairs  •  Boiler Servicing  •
New Boiler Installati ons & Heati ng Systems

•  Qualifi ed Gas Engineer  •
•  ALL PLUMBING WORKS UNDERTAKEN  •

•  Reliable Service  •  Tidy Work  •
•  Free Quotati ons  •  Boilers from £999  •

•  Finance Opti ons Available  •

Call Mark on T: 07340 826 219
or 01325 802 212 (Aycliff e Offi  ce)
E: info@absoluteplumbingandheat.co.uk 

A friendly local company

669174

GARDEN 
SERVICES
Lawns Cut & Maintained

Hedges & Shrubs Cut Back or
Removed. Fences Replaced or 
Repaired. Gravel Work/Borders
TEL 01325 318269
www.esproperty-estate.co.uk

Property Maintenance Services

HOUSEHOLD 
PLUMBING
Plumbing & Heating

Gas Installations
Repairs & Servicing

Landlords Certificates

01325 327290
07790 044455Gardening

& Odd Jobs
My late wife told me, once, 
she had received a letter from 
the council stating she had a 
dangerously overhanging bush. She said, “I didn’t know 
whether to get the shears out, or the scissors!” 
If you are suffering from the same, or just need tree 
pruning or general garden tidying or anything, just give 
me a call and I will come around for a coffee and a chat 
about what you need doing!

Contact Richard 07832 136674
A Very Friendly Service

DLPDLP
GARDEN SERVICESGARDEN SERVICES

Call for a quoteCall for a quote
07854 68471207854 684712
Fencing & LandscapingFencing & Landscaping
     DLPGardenServices     DLPGardenServices

• FENCING
• PATIOS
• LAWNS

• DECKING
• and MORE

 Car Chargers
 Fuse Box Replacement
 Extra Sockets & Lights
 Landlord Inspections
 Experienced Electrician
 Tidy & Reliable
 Free Quotes & Advice
 OAP Discounts

No Job Too Small
Give Richard a Call

07859 021039

Established 2005

• Fuse Board Upgrades •
• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •

• EV Chargers Installed •
• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •

• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on 

01325 520526
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)

Website: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

Electrical

TIDY GARDEN
SERVICES

Newton Aycli� e
For those smaller garden

and tidying jobs, grass cutting, 
hedge trimming, soil tilling, 

fence & shed painting.

Small and Friendly Service
For a no obligation quote

Tel: 07970 675777

Foster Joinery Services
All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

From inside the home: Doors, Skirting and Architrave, 
Staircases and revamping what you already have,

Loft entrances and Loft Ladders.
To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.

Plastering
No job too small - Can supply all materials

Just ring 07748 967374 for a FREE quote

Joinery

C SMILLIE
• Joinery •
• Building •

• Decorating •
Established 1984 - 40th Anniversary

Apprenticeship Served

312024  after 6pm

Plumbing

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE
REPAIRS

01325 321756

New Indesit 7kg
Washing Machine
£250. Other appliances
available and repaired

Gardening

Published on the First and Third Friday of each month

Keep It Green
Gardening & Tree Services
•    Hedges Cut and Pruned 
•    Trees Felled and Pruned
•    All types of Rubbish Cleaned and Removed
•    Block Paving, Gravelling, Decking, Concrete
•    Garden Walls & Fencing    •  Pressure Washing
•    Grass Cutting (Commercial/Domestic)
•    Fully Registered Waste Carriers, Licence Held

Tel: 01325 466859 • Mob: 07901 900521
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Croft Circuit 
2026 Calendar
April 11th/12th
750 Motor Club Car Race Meeting
May 2nd/3rd
BARC TCR & Caterham Car Race Meeting
May 9th
Croft Classic to Modern Car Show
May 30th/31st
No Limits Motorcycle Race Meeting
June 27th/28th
Ginetta Fest Weekend
July 11th/12th
British Racing & Sports Car Club Car Race
August 22nd/23rd
Darlington & District Motor Club Battle of 
Britain Race Meeting
September 5th/6th
Kwik Fit British Touring Car Championship
September 19th/20th
750 Motor Club Car Race Meeting
November 29th
Christmas Stages Rally

Funeral
Cards 

Completed within 
24 hours

NEWTON
PRESS
300212

sales@newtonpress.net

CCTV
15% OFF

with this 
advert

Aerial Installations

DOUBLEDOUBLE
GLAZINGGLAZING
REPAIRSREPAIRS

www.pvcwindowdoor.repair

07973 694458
01325 304079

47 Years Experience

Windows

BrushstrokesBrushstrokes
DecoratorsDecorators

Free no obligation quotes and
advice from a time served

painter & decorator. 
Interior & exterior work, 

no job too small. 
End of tenancy clean up for 

landlord’s. Gutters and fascias 
cleaned from £60. 

Discounts for OAP & NHS staff
Tel: 01325 312953Tel: 01325 312953

Mobile: 07587 140912Mobile: 07587 140912

G. CROSSEN
PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07340 606402
Time Served  -  C&G  -  Established 1998

S. Sowerby Decorators
All aspects interior & exterior catered for, large/small

Private Dwellings, Commercial, Shops, Offices,
Public House, Landlords and Estates Welcome

Contact Steve
for a free estimate
Telephone: 07896 277593
Email: stevetopdecs@hotmail.co.uk

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator

Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate
01325 483 697

or 07745 037 754

DRAGON 
DECORATORS
All aspects of interior 
& exterior decorating, 
including children’s 

artwork. Over 30 years 
experience. Member of 

“Checked & Vetted”. No 
job too small,
free estimates.

Contact Colin on 
07952 364426

Decorating

Roofi ng and 
Roofl ine Specialists
Tel: 01325 255800
or 07735 333297

FASCIAS      SOFFITS      GUTTERING

• Fascias • Soffi  ts • Guttering • Full Roofs • Flat Roofs
• Dry Ridge • Dry Verge • UPVC Cleaning
Roof Cleaning & Maintenance, Service, Gutters etc
Free Scaff old Supplied - Family Run Business
www.stevensandsonroofi ng.co.uk

Storm Damage and Insurance Work Covered

JK Roofing
All Roofing Work Undertaken

From One Tile to a Full Roof - Felt Roofs - Chimney Re-points 
- Dry Ridge System - Dry Verge - UPVC Fascias and Soffits.
Covering Aycliffe for the past 15+ years.
Free estimates:

07305 163146 or 07511 608311

Roofing

Contact Peter on 07876 078577
New Roofs From £5500
Chimney Stacks - Slating - Ridge Tiles Replaced
Tiling - Flat Roofs - Pointing
Leadwork - Guttering
UPVC Facias and Soffi  ts
Storm Damage - Velux Windows

PMHROOFING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

01325 776 535
Chimney Stacks - Slating -

Ridge Tiles Replaced - Tiling - Flat
Roofs - Pointing - Leadwork - UPVC
Facias & Soffits - Guttering - Storm

Damage - Velux Windows

SHILDON LOCKSMITHSSHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTORUPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Door
Repair

Specialist

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs - Emergency Door Opening
Mechanism Repair/Replace - Door Adjustment & Furniture

90% of Parts in Stock - 24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114 or 07748 044 808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Locksmith

Removals

ASK Services
Man + Van, Removal, 

Delivery and lots more.
Contact Paul

Telephone:
07399 628345

R.S.
REMOVALS

Single Items to
Full House Moves

Telephone:
07860 560295

NEWTON NEWS

S&DR200 festival has announced the official opening of the Trail 
of Discovery, a new public walking and cycling route that follows 
sections of the original 26-mile journey of the world’s first passenger 
railway - the Stockton & Darlington Railway (S&DR), complete with an 
interactive game.
The Trail of Discovery connects key heritage sites between Witton Park 
in County Durham and Stockton-on-Tees, including Shildon, Darlington, 
Heighington, and Eaglescliffe. Interpretation panels, lineside signs, and 
public artworks, including nine murals, guide visitors along the route, 
revealing the rich history of the railway that changed the world.
It will be a key part of the legacy of the S&DR200 Festival - a nine-
month festival being delivered by Darlington Borough Council, Durham 
County Council and Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council to celebrate 
the 200th anniversary of S&DR.
The Trail of Discovery web app and interactive game, voiced by 
broadcaster Steph McGovern, uses augmented reality to bring the 
route to life.  Created by Teesside University’s TUCan Studio, it allows 
visitors to unlock stories, podcasts, and digital experiences at key 
locations, building their own virtual cavalcade and deepening their 
understanding of the S&DR’s legacy.
In addition, the S&DR Active Travel Route, developed by Durham 
County Council, forms part of the wider Trail of Discovery. Funded 
through the Levelling Up Fund, the route encourages active travel while 
immersing visitors in railway heritage. It passes through historically 
significant locations such as the Etherley Incline and the Masons Arms 
Crossing, with interpretation panels enhancing the experience.
Further additions to the trail are continuing this year, including the 
opening of a new bridge over the River Gaunless in the same location 
of the original S&DR bridge.
The Trail of Discovery offers a multi-layered journey through the 
birthplace of the modern railway and links directly to key museums, 
including:
•	 Locomotion is located at the western end of the trail in Shildon 
- where Locomotion No. 1 began its historic journey in 1825 - 
Locomotion sits on the original S&DR line and is a key anchor point 
for the Trail of Discovery. Visitors can explore the museum before 
continuing eastward along the trail, with nearby access to the 
Brusselton Incline and Masons Arms, both significant early railway 
sites.
•	 Hopetown in Darlington is situated directly on the 1825 route, 
Hopetown is a central stop on the Trail of Discovery. It connects visitors 
to North Road Station, Skerne Bridge, and other Darlington landmarks. 
The museum’s interactive exhibits and restored railway buildings offer 
a deep dive into the region’s railway heritage, making it a pivotal point 
for trail users exploring Darlington’s role in railway history.
•	 Preston Park in Stockton-on-Tees is at the eastern end of the trail.  
The Discovery Trail’s final leg takes in Eaglescliffe Station before 
heading to Preston Park where sections of the original S&DR track 
bed can be found before going onto St John’s Crossing on Stockton’s 
Riverside. Following a multi-million pound extension and investment 
into wider park improvements, Preston Park has been showcasing 
a range of exhibitions in the museum’s new exhibition space, called 
Tracks of Change, all looking at the stories of the railways. Perfume, a 
new installation by contemporary visual artist Yann Nguema, is the final 
exhibition in the series and is on display until Sunday 10th May. 
To view the latest S&DR200 programme listings, visit www.sdr200.
co.uk.  
For more information about the S&DR Trail of Discovery, visit www.
sdr200.co.uk/discovery-trail.  
S&DR200 is funded by Darlington Borough Council, Durham County 
Council and Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council. Other major funders 
include Arts Council England, Tees Valley Combined Authority, North 
East Combined Authority, and The National Heritage Lottery Fund. 
Other sponsors are LNER, Hitachi Amazon UK, Caswell’s, and 
Hampton Hilton. 
From 2018 to 2023, the Stockton & Darlington railway was part of 
Historic England’s Heritage Action Zone programme. The scheme 
aimed to rejuvenate and restore the historic birthplace of the modern 
railway system, developing its potential to deliver economic growth, 
social regeneration and environmental benefits, as well as securing the 
line’s long-term management as a world-class visitor attraction.

Trail of Discovery



www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF  •  01388 772671  Also 
available in leather

ELECTRIC and MANUAL
R EC L IN E R  SU I T E S

Park right outside our showroom 
and shop at your leisure!

OVER 20 IN STOCK
FOR

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
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ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

Fault Finding / Repairs Qualifi ed Electrician
Extra Lights and Sockets Reliable Service
New Fuse Boards / Alarms Tidy Work
Rewires   Free Quote
Landlord Inspections  Satisfaction Guaranteed

Newton News is published by Newton Press, c/o Blue Bridge Centre, St Cuthberts Way, Newton Aycliffe, County Durham DL5 6DS - Printed by Mortons Print Ltd, Morton Way, Boston Road Industrial Estate, Horncastle LN9 6JR

Ultimate Home Services
Kitchens Supplied & Fitted

Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted
- Free Quotations -

Call Stuart
01325 311838

or 07508 072119
www.ultimatehomeservices.co.uk

0191 462 0113

Simply UPVCSimply UPVC
RepairsRepairs
• High Security Lock Upgrades
• Door & Window Servicing
• Glass Replacement
• Door Alignment
• Locks
• Handles
• Hinges

07449 63430807449 634308

The weather continues to hold up the season 
for most of our teams, but lots of good results 
from those teams that did manage to play.
Cullercoats FC 1 v U17’s Eagles 4
A very early kick off, playing almost an hour 
away, but this didn’t seem to impact the boys 
as from the initial whistle they dominated. 
The first goal fell to Olly, to slot straight past 
the keeper. The boys created more chances 
forcing the Cullercoats keeper to make some 
good saves. Our back line was playing well and 
Noah in goal was clearing anything that came 
through and his communication to his team 
mates.
However, the second half started with the 
home team getting a goal back against the 
run of play. A great corner from Harry and Zac 
headed home, minutes later Harry with the 
corner, Clayton with the finish. Cullercoats 
attacked looking to get back into the game, 
forcing Noah to make a great save down to 
his right. The lads sealed the three points. 
However, a brilliant cross into the box from 
Ollie found Adam who scored the third header 
of the game.
MOM: Clayton for his outstanding contribution 
in midfield.
U16 Angels 4 v Boro Rangers 8
This continues to be the toughest league yet. 
Boro Rangers had a year out of this division 
having had a 100% season. This season 
they’ve drawn one and won the rest. This was 
always going to be tricky. The scoreline may 
have been convincing, but it didn’t feel like that 
big of a gap. A perfect start, with a goal after 
three minutes that the early play deserved. 
Faith put in a perfect cross from the right and 
Poppy rose to glance a header into the bottom 
corner. Boro Rangers replied almost instantly. 
Five minutes on the clock and they equalised.
On fourteen minutes they took the lead and on 
sixteen minutes they extended it and added 
another. The Angels then scored on thirty 
minutes with a corner from Emily, finished with 
a header from Faith.
We’ve seen that outcome many times this 
season. HT 2-4. 
The next goal would be important, and it was 
the visitors who took their chance. However, 
on 63 minutes Emily drove through the heart of 
the Boro defence and slipped the ball across 
to Poppy who finished into the corner of the 
net (3-5). The next two goals went to Boro, but 
Aycliffe still managed to score their fourth, by 
Ruby.
Players & Parents: Evie. Coaches: Emily.
Eaglescliffe Royals 1 v U14 Eagles 3
A very competitive first half with both teams 
having their chances, the Eagles headed 
into half time 2-0 up with a brace from Sam 
Maddison. The second half brought an increase 
in wind and the Eagles capitalised, again with 
a goal from Conor Burdess to make it 3-0. A 
fiercely fought final five minutes saw chances 
at both ends with the home side scoring, final 
score 3-1. MOM: Sam Maddison / Mo Krubally.
North Ormesby Vics 1 v U12 Falcons 2

Newton Aycliffe Youth Football News
A good game away at Middlesbrough. It was cold and windy, but the 
team were just happy to play. North Ormesby scored first and then 
an OG made it 1-1 at half time. It was a close game with both teams 
creating chances. Falcons kept pushing, but just couldn’t find the net, 
until Phoenix unleashed a rocket to score the winner.
POM Opposition: Jaxon. Coaches: Tyler & Phoenix.
Seaham v U9 Eagles
A good game against a well organised Seaham team. Seaham took an 
early lead, but the boys kept fighting right to the end but just couldn’t get 
that goal they deserved.
U7 Wildcats v Hartlepool Divas
Myla scored first, but Aycliffe then conceded two quick goals. The 
Wildcats rallied though as Myla completed her brace. Aycliffe controlled 
the second half with really good passing. Esther finishing two 
opportunities that fell to her as they completed a 4-2 victory. Zoey got 
player of the match, after playing in every position except goal-keeper.
Result: Washington Athletic 4 v Newton Aycliffe Youth Seniors 5
(Wearside League).
Wildcats Girls Development and Little Eagles Boys Development. 
We now have spaces available for year one boys and girls at our 
development academies. If you are interested, and need more info, 
contact Berni on 07939 045242.


