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Newton News
A Newton Aycliffe 
digital agency, that’s 
become the go-to 
partner for the North 
East’s hospitality 
sector, has marked a 
major milestone.
Launched a decade 
ago, under founder 
Adam Hill’s staircase, 
Newton Aycliffe-based 
Heuvel has since 
grown into a ‘six-figure 
monster’ boasting 
one of the region’s 
strongest hospitality 
portfolios.
Wynyard Hall, 
Ramside Estates and 
the Saltmoore are 
among those currently 
working with Heuvel, 
with several more 
big-name brands set 
to join in 2026.
“I’d worked for a few agencies and realised I could deliver far more 
value on my own,” said Adam. “So, I launched Heuvel with one 
simple aim which was to build websites that didn’t just look good, but 
genuinely worked and gave impact for the client.”
Heuvel’s break came in 2015 when the company secured its first 
hospitality contract, Middleton Lodge.
“We realised very quickly that the sector liked our eye for design,” 
Adam added. “Hospitality became our niche from that moment on, and 
Middleton Lodge is still with us today.”
Around 95% of Heuvel’s client base is hospitality and the business 
has evolved far beyond its humble roots. What began as a one-man 
operation is now a six-strong team supported by a global talent pool 
including specialists in Ukraine and the Middle East.
Initially focused on high-performance websites, Heuvel has pivoted into 
a full design agency with a sharp focus on hospitality branding.
“We have worked with heritage venues and brand-new concepts, and 
I think the reason the sector trusts us is simple: we talk. Our approach 
has never been about moodboards. Every relationship starts with a real 
conversation and clients deal directly with me. If they need an update, 
they don’t go through a switchboard, but instead they call my mobile. 
That level of access really matters.”
Those long-standing relationships were evident at Heuvel’s tenth 
birthday celebration at Middleton Lodge’s Fig House, attended by 
clients and hospitality powerhouses like Rockliffe Hall, Grantley Hall, 
Swinton Estates and Raby Estates - with Michelin-starred chef Jake 
Jones designing the canapes.
“Hospitality is an industry built on results, and that’s exactly what we 
create for our clients,” said Adam. 
For more information, visit https://heuvel.co.uk

Staircase Start-up, 
Heuvel, Turns Ten

Woodham Academy’s annual Christmas 
concert took place at the end of last half-term, 
and saw a huge level of talent take to the 
stage. The sold-out audience was entertained 
by an evening of performances from solo 
singers, bands and instrumental ensembles, 
and even a sneak preview of this year’s 
upcoming musical.
Almost 100 students, ranging from Years 7-11, 
were involved in total, taking on a variety of 
roles from on-stage performers, backstage 
crew or sound/lighting technicians. Year 7 
participation in particular was the highest it 

Woodham Christmas Concert

has been, with many of the younger students 
fully embracing life at Woodham by attending 
one or more of the extra-curricular groups who 
performed, and several also applying to sing 
solos or duets. The standard of performance 
was incredibly high, and it was a fantastic 
night. 
Students will now be looking forward to the 
next project, Frozen Jr, which is taking place 
in March and for which rehearsals are already 
well under way. Tickets for the show will be 
available nearer the time, but it is safe to say 
that audiences are in for a treat!

Dear residents of Newton Aycliffe,
As a Town Councillor and a member of a 
dedicated litter-picking team made up of 
volunteers and councillors, I am saddened 
by the sheer amount of litter being dumped 
across our town.
Week after week, our team targets different 
areas of Newton Aycliffe - including wooded 
areas, hedgerows, nature walks, housing 
estates and the town centre. On a typical 
day, we can collect between 10 and 20 
bags of rubbish. The items we find are sadly 
familiar: plastic drinks bottles, aluminium cans, 
discarded takeaway cartons, sweet wrappers, 
children’s toys, clothing, nitrous oxide 
canisters, shopping trolleys and even stolen 
bicycles - much of it thrown from passing 
vehicles into hedgerows and green spaces.

As councillors, we are well aware of concerns 
around the availability of litter bins in some 
areas. However, the ongoing challenge is 
ensuring there is sufficient workforce capacity 
to empty them regularly. This makes personal 
responsibility even more important.
I therefore appeal to all residents - including 
dog walkers, cyclists, walking groups and 
shoppers - to please think twice before 
dropping litter. Every household has been 
provided with bins, and using them properly 
helps all of us to keep our town clean and tidy.
Newton Aycliffe is a great place to live, and 
with a little care and consideration, we can all 
help make it a town we are proud of.
Kind regards,
Cllr John Woodward,
Horndale & Byerley Park.

Littering Nuisance
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HAVE YOU GOT
NEWS FOR US?

We are always interested in local news stories.
We like to feature good news and interesting
items on achievements & community service

Email: paul@newtonnews.co.uk

£150

Darlington Hippodrome is delighted to announce that an incredible 
£8,840.00 was raised for its charity ‘A Place For Everyone’ through 
post-show bucket collections during the run of the 2025 pantomime, 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears which was produced by Crossroads 
Pantomimes.
Thanks to the extraordinary generosity of audiences, the collections 
throughout the run delivered a significant boost to the Hippodrome’s 
charitable work, which focuses on improving access, inclusion and 
opportunities for people to engage with live performance and the arts.
The annual pantomime remains one of the most popular highlights 
in the Hippodrome calendar, welcoming thousands of families 
and theatre-goers. This year’s production of Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears not only entertained audiences with its humour, music 
and spectacle, but also demonstrated the community’s continued 
commitment to supporting a venue that belongs to everyone.
‘A Place For Everyone’ helps ensure Darlington Hippodrome remains 
welcoming and accessible to all, supporting initiatives that remove 
barriers to participation and enable more people to experience the 
magic of live theatre.
Darlington Hippodrome would like to extend its heartfelt thanks to 
everyone who donated, collected and supported the appeal during the 
pantomime run.
If you would like to support ‘A Place For Everyone’, donations can be 
made online or over the phone. Every contribution, no matter the size, 
helps make a lasting difference. Visit: www.darlingtonhippodrome.co.uk 
or call the friendly Box Office staff on 01325 405405.

£8,840 Raised for Charity Crunching 
Snow and Ice
Aycliffe Fell Walking Club began its 2026 
calendar with a fabulous walk along a section 
of the North Yorkshire Coast. All routes 
finished in Redcar and although there were 
walk options from as far away as Runswick 
Bay, only the most intrepid walkers walked 
from Staithes (15 miles) with most choosing to 
set off from the A174 at Boulby, Easington and 
south-east of Saltburn at 13, 10 and 8 miles 
respectively. 
Bracing temperatures were endured early 
on following recent snowfall, but we were 
fortunate to see the snow-filled clouds 
disappearing out to sea making way for some 
outstanding sea views throughout the day. 
We crunched our way along the icy Cleveland 
Way, meandering through some steep uphill 
and downhill sections to Hummersea Point 
and eventually dropping down into Saltburn. 
We took refreshments in The Ship Inn and 
met up with several other AFWC members 
who had decided to do the same! Many later 
stopped by to sample the fish & chips from 
local outlets before soldiering on towards 
Marske and Redcar. We enjoyed a lovely 
beach walk to Marske, but we later discovered 
that others walked the beach all the way to 
Redcar! 
Given the conditions underfoot, a large group 
had decided on the shortest walk and were 
treated to a lovely stretch of woodland dene 
which descended for two miles into Saltburn 
via Bennison Banks and Saltburn Gill. They 
really enjoyed this surprising contrast to the 
coastal walk which was to follow.
Everyone arrived safely in Redcar with enough 
time left to visit Rita’s Pantry and The Plimsoll 
Line amongst others before heading home 
on the coach back to Darlington, Aycliffe and 
Bishop Auckland. The next walk will visit 
Northumberland with sections of Hadrian’s 
Wall path between Housesteads and 
Corbridge.
Aycliffe Fell Walking Club is a very friendly 
walking club. Please visit our website: 
aycliffefellwalkingclub.com for further details, 
or if you are interested in joining us. Annual 
membership of £10 runs from January to 
December with each walk outing costing £15 
to cover the cost of the coach. Feel free to join 
us on the next walk.
We look forward to your interest.

Steam Machine
Big Mash-Up

Steam Machine Brewing Company in Newton 
Aycliffe is bringing back its flagship beer 
festival ‘Big Mash-Up’ this January, as it marks 
eleven years of independent brewing.
After a two-year break, ‘Big Mash-Up: The 
Next Fermentation’ will take over the brewery 
for a weekend of beer, music and street food, 
with evening festival sessions on Friday 30th 
and Saturday 31st January.
The festival has become a fixture in the North 
East beer calendar, regularly selling out and 
drawing visitors from across the region and 
beyond to experience Steam Machine’s 
distinctive, small-batch approach to brewing.
This year’s event will feature more than 30 
beers, including Steam Machine’s own range 
of award-winning and seasonal brews, winter 
beers from across Europe, and a dedicated 
Fellowship of Beer bar pouring limited beers, 
designed and voted on by members of the 
brewery’s subscription community.
Among the exclusive Fellowship beers will 
be a honey braggot aged in an Irish whiskey 
barrel, a beetroot saison aged in a Spanish 
Rioja barrel, and a recreation of Brunswick 
Mumme, brewed with wild botanicals based 
on 19th-century descriptions and matured in a 
brandy barrel.
The brewery’s own beers will include 
favourites such as Debauchery Barrel-Aged 
Imperial Stout, Turkish Delight Stout, Lapsang 
Souchong Smoked Porter, alongside tank-
poured pilsners, West Coast IPAs, fruit beers 
and more.
Festival evenings will also feature live music 
and Bavarian-style street food, turning the 
working brewery into a lively winter beer hall.
Steam Machine Brewing Company is based 
at Unit 26, Northfield Way, Newton Aycliffe, 
County Durham, DL5 6UF.
Tickets for the evening festival sessions 
are £10, which includes entry, a festival 
glass and beer tokens, and are available via 
steammachinebrew.com or from the brewery 
taproom.
Nick Smith, co-founder of Steam Machine, 
said: “Big Mash-Up has always been about 
showing how different and surprising beer 
can be. Eleven years in, we’re still excited by 
that idea, and it feels good to be bringing the 
festival back.”
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•  UPVC Windows & Doors  •
•  Conservatories  •

•  Composite Doors  •
•  Bi-Folding Doors  •

Telephone 01325 468222
Email: info@bespoke-windows.co.uk

SIESTA BLINDS
BLINDS DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY

View online: www.siestablinds.com
Visit our showroom:

Whinfield Drive, Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AU
Book an appointment: 01325 309003

OPEN:
Monday-Thursday 8.00am-5.00pm

Friday 8.00am-4.00pm, Saturday by appointment

HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?
We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.

Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£89.00 inc VAT (per will) and

Free Home Visits
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE

PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

 Members of the Society of Will Writers
 F.Inst.PA (Qualifi ed Paralegal)

Established 1980 - Local Company
Supply & Installation of

Windows, Doors, Patio & French Doors,
Lightweight Tiled Roofs

We also complete all types of remedial
works to existing frames - failed units,

window and door locks.

Contact us 01325 321301
to arrange an appointment or email us on

sales@starlightwindows.co.uk

Tel: 01325 300 605                 
www.aycliffetowncentre.co.uk

At ‘Just The Perfect Gift’ you’ll discover 
cards for every occasion, scented gifts 
including handmade sizzlers, cuddly toys 
including the Jelly Cat range, scarves, 
jewellery, and more! 

Plus personalised gifts ranging from 
coasters to canvas prints; keyrings to 
phone cases; mugs to wine bottles.

JUST THE PERFECT PLACE FOR 
GREETINGS CARDS AND GIFTS
There’s a new shop opening on Beveridge Way  

in Aycliffe town centre where you will find  
that perfect gift for family and friends. 

Visit our shop now on Beveridge 
Way in Aycliffe town centre, where 

you will find the perfect gift.
New gift ideas arriving regularly.

Mugs • Coasters • Phone Holders/Stands
Key Rings • Fridge Magnets • Canvas Prints

Photo Plaques/Stands • Phone Cases
Family Football Print • LED Wine Bottle

Scrabble Tiles Box Frames • Cards
Jewellery • Ornaments • Bath Bombs

Wax Burners/Melts/Sizzlers/Diffuser Oils
Scarves • Wedding & Anniversary Gifts •

Wrapping Paper • Nik Naks

A wide selection
of personalised
gifts suitable
for all ages

ARC TRAVEL LTD

07513 984798
info@arc-travel.co.uk
9 Seater Mini Bus available for 
airport transfers, concerts and 

other special events.
Our hassle free service will take 

you door to door in comfort, 
ring or email for details

HAVE YOU
GOT NEWS
FOR US?

We are always interested
in local news stories.

We like to feature good
news and interesting

items on achievements
& community service

Tel: Paul
01325 300212

or paul@newtonnews.co.uk

André Edmundson
Clinical Dental Technician
New Dentures & Repairs
A fully qualiÞed Clinical Dental Technician 

André has over 35 years experience in denture design

GDC No. 129799

   DENTAL
   ViTSA

CLINICAL • TECHNICAL • EXPERIENCED • PROFESSIONAL

1 Norman Terrace, Chilton, DL17 0HF

01388 721284
kate@vitsa.co.uk                                       vitsa.co.uk                              

Happy New Year! 
The local police sent a message in 2025 
wishing a Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year, they highlighted Road Safety in that 
message and here is an update:
Durham Police arrested 109 people who 
thought their journey was more important 
than somebody else’s life;
Thirty people were arrested for drink 
driving;
Sixty one were arrested for drug driving 
(cocaine and cannabis);
Fourteen were arrested for being unfit to 
drive through alcohol or drugs;
Four were arrested for failing to provide a 
breath test.
Thank you to those who were not selfish 
last Christmas and arranged a lift or a taxi 
instead.
You saved lives, kept your job, your licence 
and our roads safe. If you have concerns 
in your area around dangerous driving 
and speeding then please make your local 
police team aware.
Thank you, 
Your Neighbourhood Policing Team.

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
POLICING
By PCSO Steven Kipling

Board Game Group
Dear Sir, 
We would be delighted to invite new members 
to join our friendly and relaxed board game 
group. We are a welcoming group who enjoy 
spending time together playing games such 
as Scrabble and Rummikub. No previous 
experience is needed. 
We currently have a few places available and 
would love to welcome new faces. We meet 
every Monday afternoon from 2pm - 4pm at 
Woodham Community Centre. The sessions 
are informal and sociable with plenty of 
opportunity to chat, relax and have fun. 
Cost is £2.50 per session, which includes 
tea and biscuits. A great way to spend an 
afternoon, meet new people, and keep the 
mind active in a friendly environment. 
Why not come along and give it a try? 
Norma.

Increasing access to free school meals, providing warm and welcoming 
spaces, supporting rural communities and helping businesses to 
thrive are just some examples of partnership work in action in County 
Durham.
Durham County Council’s Cabinet received an update on the issues 
being addressed by the County Durham Partnership (CDP).
Made up of leaders from key public, private and voluntary sector 
organisations - including the local authority - the CDP aim is to improve 
the quality of life for people within the county. Its vision is for County 
Durham to be a place where there are more and better jobs, people live 
long and independent lives and communities are well connected.
Key projects and achievements over the last twelve months include:
More and better jobs
•	 An economic review found 8,000 more residents are now in 
employment than before the Inclusive Economic Strategy was adopted 
in 2022. The review also showed that the economy has largely 
recovered from Covid-19 and that in some parts of the economy, such 
as employment levels and productivity, pre-pandemic levels have been 
exceeded.
•	 The County Durham Economic Partnership brought key partners 
together for a conference to discuss the challenges faced by rural 
communities in relation to economic growth. As a result, funding was 
provided to Upper Teesdale Agricultural Support Services to support 
communities, including delivering rural skills training. Rural issues will 
also be a key focus of the Inclusive Economic Strategy.
•	 A new Enterprise Framework and Business Growth Programme 
are among initiatives introduced to support businesses. Important 
employability programmes, such as DurhamWorks, were also continued 
to help people into work and training.
•	 DurhamEnable - a programme that helps job seekers and employers 
to breakdown the barriers to work faced by people with disabilities, 
neurodiversities, and long-term health conditions - was ranked as 
excellent in its most recent Supported  Employment Quality Framework 
assessment.
People live long and independent lives 
•	 An additional 2,469 children received a free school meal after a 
scheme which automatically enrolled eligible families was piloted in 
County Durham. This resulted in a further 1,700 households saving 
£400 a year and unlocked an estimated £3.5 million in additional 
funding for schools.
•	 A Making Suicide Everybody’s Business Conference, supported by 
the Health and Wellbeing Board, took place for professionals across 
the system. The conference brought people together to look at action 
already being taken in County Durham and to explore what more can 
be done to prevent suicide.
•	 The Environment and Climate Change Partnership Plan 2025 - 2028 
was adopted.
•	 Communities and organisations that go the extra mile to care 
for the environment were celebrated at the annual County Durham 
Environment Awards.
Connected communities 
•	 This year, the County Durham Partnership’s annual event focused on 
how partners can work together to empower communities. 
•	 The council’s 14 Area Action Partnerships (AAPs) will be replaced by 
12 Local Networks from April 2026. The aim is to increase opportunities 
for communities and individuals to get involved in improving their area.
•	 75 Welcome Spaces were supported between October 2024 to 
January 2025, with £190,000 of funding allocated to community groups 
and organisations across the county. Durham County Council and Point 
North led the scheme, which helped to create a network of warm, safe 
and welcoming places for people to come together over the colder 
winter months.
•	 An Energy Efficiency Grant fund was provided to the council to 
support community buildings to reduce their carbon footprints and 
fuel costs. A range of measures have been taken across the country, 
including improving insulation; solar panel installation; lighting and 
heating improvements; window and door replacement; and the 
introduction of air source heat pumps.
•	 The Safe Durham Partnership was shortlisted for the Exemplary 
Partnership Award at the National Anti-Social Behaviour Awards in 
recognition of its work to establish a joint approach to tackling anti-
social behaviour in County Durham and Darlington.
The CDP is made up of the CDP Board, CDP Forum, five thematic 
partnerships, safeguarding boards, 14 Area AAPs and a range of sub-
groups and networks. This includes town and parish councils, faith 
groups, the Armed Forces and the voluntary and community sector. 
To find out more, visit: www.countydurhampartnership.co.uk

Working Together for 
County Durham
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Private Chapels of Rest
and Funeral Plans

Surtees House
Hilton Road
Newton Aycli� e DL5 6EN

� e truly independent family
company caring for your needs

T: 01325 318600
(24 hour)
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“NEWTON NEWS”
Deliverers Wanted

for all areas of the town

To put your name on our ‘Reserve List’

Telephone 01325 300212
or email paul@newtonnews.co.uk

We require your name, address, age,
contact number and email address

“Earn some Pocket Money”
SUIT OVER 13 YEARS OR ACTIVE RETIREES

New Year,
New Job
The annual Darlington jobs fair is set to return 
in February. 
On Wednesday 11th February, dozens of 
exhibitors will come together at the indoor 
market as part of Darlington jobs fair with 
hundreds of opportunities on offer. 
Those seeking employment, coming to the end 
of a qualification, considering a new job, or 
interested in exploring a new career, can call 
into the event any time between 10.00am and 
2.00pm.
Darlington jobs fair provides the opportunity for 
attendees to find out more about a significant 
range of roles including those in retail, 
logistics, construction, the Civil Service, the 
care and health sector and many more, with 
businesses from both the private and public 
sector attending. 
There will also be local education and training 
providers available who can advise and 
support attendees in identifying any learning 
opportunities appropriate for them. 
In addition to this, advice and guidance 
will be available from a range of support 
organisations which can help people overcome 
barriers that could be making it harder for 
them to secure the career they want. 
Cllr Chris McEwan, cabinet member for 
economy, said “It’s great to see the jobs fair 
returning to Darlington for another year. This 
free to attend event grows in popularity every 
year and is the perfect opportunity for anyone 
seeking to change careers, start their career or 
to retrain. Part of our commitment as a council, 
to organising and delivering Darlington jobs 
fair every year, is to ensure we practically play 
our part in helping to find high quality, secure, 
well paid employment opportunities for local 
people which will in turn support and enhance 
our economy.”
“Darlington jobs fair is unique in our town, in 
that it allows people the opportunity to chat 
to potential employers at the same time as 
seeking any support they may need to assist 
them whilst they look to secure a new job. I 
hope people come along and make the most 
of such a brilliant opportunity.”
Please register your interest for Darlington 
Jobs Fair on Wednesday 11th February 2026 
Tickets available from Eventbrite. People 
registered to attend will be sent an event 
reminder nearer the time.

Hazardous 
Judgement
Dear Sir,
I write in response to Councillor Gerald Lee’s 
recent letter to the Newton News regarding 
the proposed Fornax hazardous waste 
incinerator on Heighington Lane.
Councillor Lee has circulated an account 
of a Fornax site visit to residents and local 
councillors in which residents’ concerns are 
described as ‘baseless’ and ‘speculation’. This 
is both disappointing and misleading.
The overwhelming majority of substantive 
information shared between residents during 
the Environmental Permit consultation was 
drawn from an independent peer review 
commissioned from a highly experienced 
and reputable air dispersion consultant. 
This professional, non biased assessment 
helped identify concerns and assess impact 
of harmful emissions. This review was shared 
with local MPs. Local MPs shared residents’ 
concerns and objected to the proposed 
incinerator. 
By contrast, the ‘report’ Councillor Lee shared, 
was authored by Councillor Aniko Towers 
following a site visit with Fornax. In that 
account, Councillor Towers states that “recent 
months have seen a spread of false concerns 
and misinformation,” yet later writes: “I have 
little understanding of this industry or the 
intricacies,” and, when discussing emissions 
data, “There were a lot of comparison 
numbers flying around, I found it hard to keep 
track of them.”
It is difficult to understand how residents’ 
concerns can be dismissed as ‘false’ when 
the councillor openly acknowledges a lack 
of understanding. If the information was 
not properly understood, the visit could not 
meaningfully challenge the developer’s claims 
and amounts to little more than repeating 
assurances without evidence.
Councillor Lee has also stated that “it may well 
be a condition of the permit that emissions 
data is streamed directly to the Environment 
Agency. Residents were previously informed 
in writing by the Environment Agency that real 
time streaming, directly from site, was ruled 
out due to cyber security risks. Presenting 
this as a potential permit condition therefore 
appears speculative, which is ironic given the 
repeated criticism of residents for the same.”
In addition, Councillor Lee has stated that the 
developer has “agreed to share emissions 
data with the council,” yet no detail has been 
provided as to what data would be shared, 
how frequently, which council, or whether it 
would be independently verified. Again, vague 
assurances presented as safeguards.
Councillors are elected to represent their 
communities. The proposed incinerator is 
located near to nurseries, schools, homes and 
workplaces. Councillors repeating developer 
assurances and presenting them as fact falls 
well short of that responsibility.
Yours faithfully,
Concerned Resident.

Week Ending 18th January 2026
Under 7’s Juniors played an incredibly good 21st All Stars Blues, but 
gave everything they could and were unfortunate not to score, hitting 
the woodwork on several occasions. 
Under 8’s Juniors were away to Middleton Rangers in a very well-
matched competitive game. Aycliffe edged a great game with goals 
from Oscar, Noah, Jacob M and an own goal. MOTM was Jacob C for 
excellent performance in defence, showing great focus, strong tackling 
and composure throughout.
Under 9’s Blues travelled to face Middleton Rangers Hurricanes, 
where they found it tough to get going in the midfield. Middleton 
opened the scoring before Leland struck back with an outstanding free 
kick. Middleton scored again in the second half on the counter-attack, 
it was a tough one to take in a close game of football. POTM was 
Jude who played well in defence and midfield. PPOTM was Nate for 
excellent work down the right.
Under 9’s Juniors hosted Marton Whites, who themselves were 
struggling due to player illness. Aycliffe were frustrated at times, but it 
was a good run out for the team with numerous players getting on the 
scoresheet. The goal of the game came from Lewis who struck well 
from outside the box. 
Under 10’s Juniors welcomed Cleveland Juniors for the first game 
of the season, and it proved to be a great game, with Aycliffe playing 
great football. Goals come from Connor, Kian and Lincoln. Opposition 
MOTM went to Luke for a fantastic performance in goal and a clean 
sheet.
Under 11’s travelled to Bedale Juniors for their first game since 
November. It was a good start with a goal from Noah A, but Bedale 
proved to be difficult opponents. Aycliffe showed outstanding work rate 
throughout. MOTM was Oliver T who chased every lost cause, did 
progressive runs into the final third and showed a very mature attitude.
Under 12’s Reds faced Great Ayton, in a tight first half, it was Jace 
who set away Bryan to give Aycliffe the half time lead. In the second 
half, Yash and Marshall scored to give Aycliffe a 3-0 lead, before Alife 
rounded up the scoring with a terrific goal from the halfway line. Laitia 
was awarded MOTM.
Under 14’s Blacks played away to Wear United Yellows, in their first 
outing of the new year. Wear United are challenging for the title and 
proved to be a difficult assignment, with Aycliffe going down 5-2. Kaylm 
grabbed both goals. PPOTM was Kaylm and MPOTM was Benjamin.
Under 14’s Juniors returned to league action after the winter break 
against table-topping Kader FC. Aycliffe dominated a physical first half 
going in 2-0 at half time thanks to goals from Olly and Jonah. Kader 
tried to come back in the second half, but further goals from Jake and 
a brace from Lucas gave Aycliffe the 5-3 win. MOTM was Joel and 
OMOTM was Ashton.
Under 15’s Juniors played for the first time since November at home 
to a strong Darlington FC Quakers. Aycliffe matched Darlington in the 
first half and led 2-1 at the break with goals from Lucas and Oscar J. 
Into the second, Aycliffe dominated and led 3-2 with a goal from Layton 
W, until the dying minutes of the game when the visitors drew level to 
make it a very entertaining 3-3 draw. MOTM was Jonah.

Newton Aycliffe Juniors
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Want to know all the latest 
local news, visit our website

www.newtonnews.co.uk

Dear Sir,
Last week the team at Shildon Alive received a generous cheque from 
the Busy Bees, based in Shildon, County Durham. The Busy Bees 
have an exceptional track record of fundraising for causes close to 
the hearts of its members. They have fund-raised tirelessly for local 
charities and hospices in the past. The Busy Bees love what they do 
and enjoy meeting new people on their fundraising journey.
We met them at their weekly meeting at the Corner Cafe in Shildon to 
thank them for their generous donation of £500 which we will be using 
to support families in crisis.
Thanks to Thelma and the team for all you do for our community.

Busy Bees Donate £500Pop-Up Café
Glow Church UK is hosting a Wellbeing 
Wednesday Pop-Up Café, offering a relaxed 
and welcoming space for people in the 
local community to connect, rest and enjoy 
some simple hospitality.
Taking place every Wednesday during term 
time, the pop-up café is open to anyone 
who would like to drop in for a cuppa, a 
chat, or a quiet moment. There is no cost 
and no pressure to take part in anything 
beyond enjoying the space.
As part of Wellbeing Wednesday, a gentle 
chair exercise class runs from 11.15am - 12 
noon, followed by the pop-up café from 
12.15pm - 2.00pm. Both are open to the 
community, and people are welcome to 
attend either or both.
The café is part of Glow Church UK’s 
wider commitment to wellbeing, 
community connection and reducing 
isolation. Volunteers are on hand to offer 
a friendly welcome and the atmosphere is 
intentionally calm and informal.
Pastor John Greenow said: “Life can 
be busy and demanding. Wellbeing 
Wednesday is about creating a simple, safe 
space where people can slow down, feel 
welcome and connect with others.”
For more information, visit: www.
glowchurch.co.uk or simply come along.

VALENTINE’S
DAY MENU

Pan Fried Scallops
with Pancetta & Pea Puree

Chorizo & Parmesan Arancini
with Tomato & Basil Sauce and Micro leaves

Butternut Squash Velouté 
with Chive Oil & Sour Dough

STARTERS

Pan Fried Rib Eye Steak
Boulangere Potatoes, Charred Asparagus & Peppercorn Sauce

Oven Roasted Duck Breast (Served Pink)
Parmentier Potatoes, Stir Fried Vegetables with Sweet & Sour Sauce

Seabass Fillet
with Crushed New Potatoes, Minted Peas & Brown Shrimp Butter

MAINS

Apple Tarte Tatin
with Caramel Sauce & Vanilla Bean Ice Cream

Warm Chocolate Fudge Brownie
Raspberry Compote with Thunder & Lightning Ice Cream

Sharing Fondue Board
Brownie, Marshmallows, Strawberries & Banana 

with a Baileys Chocolate Dipping Sauce

DESSERTS

£24.95 per person 3 Course Menu
Indian

Starter

Main

Dessert

Onion Bhaji with Mint Yoghurt
Poppadoms served with Pickles & Chutney

Spiced Lamb Kofta with Salad & Onion Salsa

Spinach & Cauliflower Aloo Gobi
Chicken Korma or Chicken Tikka Madras

Pilau Rice
Naan Bread

Bombay Potatoes

Coconut & Mango Panna Cotta with 
Shortbread Biscuit

Sorbert & Berries

£21 Per Person

Thurs 5th Feb
Available 5pm - 8:30pm

woodhamgolfandcountryclub.co.uk  01325 319977

ai176899037368_Newton News Half Page Spread Ads with Menus.pdf   1   21/01/2026   10:12:53
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Police and Crime Commissioner Joy Allen has welcomed the launch of 
a new national Road Safety Strategy setting out unprecedented action 
to save lives on the UK’s roads - but challenged the Government to do 
even more. 
The blueprint, unveiled recently, is built around an ambition to reduce 
deaths and serious injuries on Britain’s roads by 65% by 2035 - and 
70% for children under 16 - through a series of new safety measures 
that have long been championed by the County Durham and Darlington 
PCC and have helped to shape the new national approach. 
The ardent road safety campaigner, who is Joint National Lead for 
Roads Policing on behalf of the Association of Police and Crime 
Commissioners (APCC), has lobbied tirelessly alongside bereaved 
families and campaigners to prevent more unnecessary deaths and 
injuries on the roads, securing wide cross-sector support through her 
efforts. 
Her work has included robust support for the ‘Life is Precious’ 
campaign raising awareness of the fatal four driving offences 
(speeding, mobile phone use, no seatbelts and drink or drug driving). 
The PCC has previously set out a series of commitments in her Police, 
Crime and Justice Plan to secure practical and evidence-based 
changes that will save lives and increase public confidence on the 
roads and has campaigned nationally for other reforms to eliminate 
risk.
These include: 
•	 Lowering the drink-drive limit to align with Scotland and Europe.
•	 Immediate licence suspension for those arrested and charged with
	 drink and drug driving offences until they attend court.
•	 Stronger drug-driving enforcement, especially for cannabis and
	 cocaine, and a faster forensic turnaround of testing – with full cost
	 recovery.
•	 Mandatory National Driver Offender Retraining (NDOR) to re
	 educate and retrain drink/drug drivers and other dangerous
	 motorists. 
•	 Fit-to-drive reforms, including mandatory eye tests for those who
	 have prescription lenses linked to insurance and licence renewal. 
•	 Local reinvestment of motoring fines and offender costs into road
	 safety.
•	 Maximising new technological opportunities to prevent harm to all
	 road users and the development of advanced analytical capability to
	 support policing the roads.
She has also provided full backing to families from Forget-me-not 
Families Uniting (FFU) who are campaigning for urgent measures 
including Progressive Driving Licences (GDL) for newly qualified 
drivers to slash the high number of young driver deaths in the UK. 
They include Karen and John Rowlands, from Durham, whose son 
Andew was a passenger in a car that had been bought by a friend for 
£100 and was illegal and unroadworthy when it crashed in June 2020, 
claiming his life. 
In launching the Road Safety Strategy, the Government has announced 
new consultations covering the introduction of a three or six-month 
minimum learning period to give learner drivers more time to develop 
their skills, the lowering of the drink drive limit in England and Wales 
which has remained unchanged since 1967, and mandatory eyesight 
testing for those over 70. 
It has also pledged to explore the use of preventative technology, such 
as alcohol interlock devices, as a condition for being allowed to drive 
again following prosecution, new powers to suspend driving licences 
for those suspected of drink or drug driving offences and the launch of 
a new Road Safety Investigation Branch to analyse collision patterns, 
drawing on police and healthcare data to inform prevention strategies.

Funding 
Opportunity
Not-for-profit organisations and groups 
are invited to apply for funding to support 
community-led initiatives that meet local needs 
and bring improvements to welfare support.  
Each Local Network area within the county 
has received £10,000 to support projects and 
organisations that improve the wellbeing of 
residents affected by welfare reforms in their 
area. It forms part of a series of initiatives in 
place as part of the council’s Poverty Strategy 
and Action Plan.
All applicants to the Durham County Council 
Local Network Welfare Fund must demonstrate 
that their project provides tangible, positive 
results and assists residents in adapting to 
changes to the welfare and benefit system. 
The funding can be used for projects and 
activities that educate residents about welfare 
reform, while providing social, emotional and 
mental support to those who are impacted by 
them. 
It’s expected that projects will receive a 
minimum grant of £5,000 with a maximum of 
£10,000 so they can have a significant impact 
on local welfare reform issues. 
The closing date for applications is 12pm on 
Monday 2nd February 2026. For an online 
application pack contact the Local Network 
Team via email on
localnetworks@durham.gov.uk
Any not-for-profit organisations or groups that 
have a project idea and would like to discuss it 
before applying, are encouraged to contact the 
Local Network Team via email.

DISCOVER LIFE AS
A REME RESERVIST

OPEN DAY 27 JANUARY 2026 @19:30

Find out more and register your interest- 
Scan the QR Code

WITH 102 BATTALION REME- 
THE ARMY’S RESERVE ENGINEERS
IN THE NORTH

Northfield Way
Newton Aycliffe

DL5 6UR

EatWise:
Eat Healthier - Lose Weight

New Eatwise sessions are starting on Monday 
2nd February 2026 from 6.00pm-7.00pm at 
Pioneering Care Partnership, Carers Way, 
Newton Aycliffe, DL5 4SF.
Come and join us for twelve weeks free 
support to help you adopt lifestyle and 
behaviour changes for a healthier you.
Book your place by calling Jules Howe on 
07809 342192.

S.A.C.A.
School Aycliffe Community Association

Community Hall located at the bottom of 
Eastfields, School Aycliffe (please follow the 
brown/white information signs).
January
Indoor Table Top Sale - Sunday 25th January 
10.00am - 2.00pm, free entry. This event 
and is now sold out to stall holders. Light 
refreshments are available (cash only).  
Varied and various local stall holders.
Coffee, Cake & Stuff will be held on Thursday 
29th January, 11.00am - 2.00pm. Please 
come and join us at our ever-popular monthly 
Coffee, Cake & Stuff where we will be selling 
our gorgeous homemade sweet and savoury 
bakes, and the opportunity to catch up WITH 
friends and neighbours.
Please contact Elizabeth on 07813 523050 or 
Christine on 07981 992686 for details.
February
Community Choir held fortnightly 7.00pm to 
8.30pm, £3 per session including refreshments 
- please contact Julie on 07742 015609. Our 
next session is Monday 26th January - we look 
forward to seeing you there.
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Bringing your Business to Life!

01325 300212 - www.newtonpress.net

AYCLIFFE’S

PRINT
SHOP

01325 300212 - www.newtonpress.net

Another New Service . . .
Plan Prints (A2, A1, A0)
 Scanned, Copied and/or Printed
 Posters, Display Boards, Table Plans 
 Flags, Banners, Signage

Contact Stuart
Tel: 01325 300212

stu@newtonpress.net

INDOOR AND OUTDOOR
Banners, Signs, Flags and Posters - ALL SIZES
 Produced on paper, card, plastic, vinyl, foam board, metal, wood,
  perspex, brushed steel, fabric, mesh, fluted, self adhesive, dry wipe.

  Contact Stu at your local printer
  01325 300212 or email stu@newtonpress.net

PESTGUARDPESTGUARD
PEST CONTROL SERVICES

Commercial, Domestic & Industrial
Newton Aycliff e Based

Your number one local pest controller who has over 40 
years trading in pest control throughout the north east.

Licensed, Insured and Qualifi ed
National Pest Technicians Association Member

24 Hours Response
Free Quotes and Advice Given

E: pestguard1@gmail.comE: pestguard1@gmail.com
W: www.pestguard1.co.ukW: www.pestguard1.co.uk

T: 01325 301063T: 01325 301063
M: 07790 732089M: 07790 732089

Need Evidence
Dear Sir,
I would like to comment on a recent leaflet 
received from Fornax Environmental Solutions 
Ltd regarding the proposed hazardous waste 
incinerator on Heighington Lane. 
The leaflet claims that annual emissions 
of “NOx gas, including dioxins and furans, 
released each year will be the same as from a 
single diesel HGV doing 20,000 miles a year.”
However, this claim does not appear to align 
with Fornax’s own modelling submitted with its 
permit application.
An external analysis-based on Fornax’s 
Air Dispersion Modelling, shows permitted 
emissions could be comparable to roughly 490 
diesel trucks, not one. This indicates the leaflet 
appears to significantly understate emissions, 
even before considering dioxins and furans, 
which are associated with serious health 
impacts, including cancer.
The leaflet also states “There will be no odour, 
noise or dust produced.” However, Fornax’s 
own odour and noise assessments, submitted 
to the Environment Agency, acknowledge 
that odour and noise may occur. Again, these 
claims do not appear to be supported by the 
company’s own permit application.
As parents with children attending schools 
near the proposed site, we expect evidence 
based information. Where public statements 
appear to conflict with submitted assessments, 
these discrepancies must be clearly explained. 
Name and address supplied.

Aycliffe recorded two draws in their first two games of 2026, with both 
games featuring last minute equalisers. Aycliffe’s next three games are 
all on the road, with a second visit to Ossett this season on the 24th, a 
long midweek trip to Matlock on the 27th and a short trip to Redcar on 
the 31st, to end the month. The next home game is against Silsden on 
Saturday 7th February, followed by the visit of Pontefract Collieries on 
Tuesday 10th February.
Tuesday 13th January - North Ferriby 1 v Newton Aycliffe 1
Newton Aycliffe went 1-0 down at the start of the second half, but 
spent an overwhelming majority of the contest with a higher degree of 
possession after Luke Hogg’s goal for the home side. Ferriby couldn’t 
get the ball off Aycliffe for large parts of the contest and the persistence 
of the team was rewarded when Kieran Greenway made it 1-1 in the 
90th minute.
Saturday 17th January - Newton Aycliffe 1 v Consett AFC 1
A tough home game for Aycliffe saw them once again have a large 
amount of possession, but not gain three points, on a day where 
everyone below at least picked up one. Despite early penalty appeals 
by Consett the score was 0-0 for most of the first half until Jack 
Robertson was assisted by Tom Henson and Robertson wasted no time 
in slotting the ball past Consett’s Harry Moss. Late in the second half, 
substitute Ben Ramsey forced a great and confident save from Kyle 
Seymour. But, eventually, fellow substitute Eddie Thomas equalised in 
the 90th minute. 
Report by Ryan Livingston. Photo by Yvonne Wood of Jack Robertson 
celebrating his goal against Consett.

N.A.F.C. REPORT

Murder Mystery Evening
You are warmly invited to an entertaining Murder Mystery Evening at 
Heighington Village Hall on Saturday 28th February from 7.30pm to 
10.00pm. 
Step into a world of intrigue, suspense and clever detective work with 
our mystery, ‘Death Comes to Downtone’. Enjoy an immersive evening 
as the plot unfolds, clues are revealed and you work together to 
uncover the culprit. 
Your ticket includes a delicious three-course meal, making it a perfect 
night out with friends or neighbours. There will also be a raffle, 
with prize donations very welcome, helping to add to the fun and 
fundraising. 
Please note this is a bring your own drinks and glasses event. 
Tickets: £17.50 per person; 
Available from Gill on 07767 279763;
All profits go to St. Michael’s Church. 
Come along for an evening of mystery, laughter, good food and 
community spirit - we look forward to seeing you there!

Newton Aycliffe’s Air Cadet Squadron was 
the beneficiary of the Tesco book stall for the 
month leading up to Christmas. Last week, 
we had the pleasure of receiving £510 from 
Shirley, our Community Champion, on behalf 
of Tesco. It is donations like these that truly 
keep our squadron running.
We would like you to say thank you for this 
money, and that it will go towards our cadets 
training and studies through classifications and 
other skills.
The squadron currently has capacity to take 
more cadets and will be holding a recruitment 
evening on 26th March for anyone interested 
in joining the squadron. Cadets can join from 
age 13 or age 12 if they are currently in year 8 
at school. To see what 1407 cadets get up to, 
check out the Facebook page of the air cadet 
website: https://www.raf.mod.uk/aircadets

Tesco Donation

Leaflets Printed
and Delivered
with the Newton News
Pick and choose the areas you would
like to cover, or deliver to all 15,000
Delivery prices start at £50.00/1000

We deliver every week to:
Newton Aycliff e, Heighington, Redworth,
School Aycliff e, Aycliff e Village, Middridge,
Braff erton, Coatham Mundeville, 
and Woodham Village

Improve your
business by 

advertising with 
the Newton News

Contact Paul, email:
paul@newtonnews.co.uk

AIMAIM
FORFOR
AYCLIFFE
AYCLIFFE

 - 
Incorporating The Newtonian - Newton Aycliffe’s Free Community Newspaper, published on the first and third Friday of each month.

Editorial & Advertising contact: Telephone: 01325 300212 - Email: paul@newtonnews.co.uk  - Website: www.newtonnews.co.uk

Alan StricklandMP

Next Edition:Friday 23rd
January

Friday 9th January 2026

Established 1948
Newton News

European automotive component distributor, 

Olympus Global, has announced it is soon 

to break ground on its new multi-million 

pound distribution facility in the North East of 

England.Ambitious growth plans, a significant £2.7m 

investment, and industrial architectural 

designs, civil engineering and project 

management expertise by Building Design 

Northern (BDN) all came together on Monday 

6th October when construction started at the 

16,000 sq ft Newton Aycliffe site.
The announcement coincides with the launch 

of this year’s North East Automotive Alliance 

(NEAA) event which sees organisations from 

across the whole industry supply chain attend 

the annual expo held in Sunderland.
Olympus Global, a UK and European-

wide distributor of high-quality engineered 

components, is building its second UK 

warehouse distribution facility (the first in 

the North East) to directly serve industrial, 

automotive and wider supply chain companies 

in northern and Scottish regions. 
The bespoke build - designed, delivered and 

project managed collectively by architectural 

and engineering firm, BDN, will see prime 

brownfield land at Aycliffe Business Park in 

County Durham be fully transformed into a 

fit-for-purpose scheme with dedicated storage 

space and modern offices.
The site will facilitate existing international 

customers including Unipres, Thorn Lighting 

and Gestamp Tallent (located opposite), and 

is anticipated to ship more than £7m worth of 

parts and engineering components in the first 

year of operations alone. The new facility will 

create up to 10 new jobs making a significant 

contribution to the local economy. 
Ryan Doyle, Director at Building Design 

Northern (BDN) which is working on behalf 

of major UK-wide industrial and commercial 

clients including Olympus Global, commented: 

“Being able to announce the start of 
construction onsite is fantastic and it’ll be great 

to start seeing our designs coming out of the 

ground. “We have worked closely with Olympus Global 

right from the start across all requirements 

to support this major scheme, and our 

knowledge, industry insight and technical 

expertise across different architectural and 

engineering disciplines has proved critical, 

given our client is also based outside the 

region. The main contractor is ready to go, so 

getting ready to break ground on the site is 

good news for Olympus Global, the industry 

Olympus Global Announces Start
of Construction in Newton Aycliffe

and the wider business community too.”

BDN has appointed Hall Construction as 

principal contractor to deliver the development 

which also includes bespoke ‘green’ features 

to align with Olympus Global’s commitment to 

carbon reduction and sustainability.  
Olympus Global - a £38m turnover business 

- supplies engineering fasteners, precision-

turned and machined components, castings, 

aluminium extrusions and forgings to major 

organisations within the industrial and 

automotive sectors. The Newton Aycliffe 

development will become the company’s fifth 

site including its head office and distribution 

centre in the Midlands and further facilities in 

Spain and Hungary.Keith Rice, Managing Director at Olympus 

Global, said: “We are delighted to be 

breaking ground at Newton Aycliffe as it is a 

key strategic site for the company, and one 

which marks a new chapter in our 50+ year 

history. We work very closely with the region’s 

automotive supply chain, so it is also very 

timely to announce the start of construction 

date at NEAA’s expo event.
“The North East and County Durham is a 

prime location, providing direct access to main 

transport routes and proximity to the industry’s 

big players and cluster locations. Our clients 

are fast-paced organisations that require the 

highest level of turnaround, dispatch and 

efficiency, so we’re delighted to be starting 

construction and making our mark here in the 

region.”

A child born during the festive season has become the 3000th in the 
region to receive a Baby 
Box.
North East charity ‘The Children’s Foundation’ celebrated boosting the start in life for 3,000 babies at Christmas, with first-day essentials, information and support in 

the form of a Baby Box.A third of children in the North East live in poverty and these boxes 
are designed to level the playing field for all youngsters. Baby Boxes 

include developmentally rich toys, early learning materials, baby 

essentials and expert guidance to first-time parents. 

The scheme has been backed by North East Mayor Kim McGuinness, 

since she came into office, she has expanded the initiative to benefit 

more families across the region and is becoming a cornerstone of her 

strategy to tackle child poverty.
The model combines financial relief with relationship-based support 

delivered through midwives, health visitors and community partners, 

easing the pressure on stretched public services and giving families the 

confidence, tools and knowledge to support their baby’s development 

from birth.Sean Soulsby, CEO of The Children’s Foundation, said, “Reaching 

3,000 Baby Boxes isn’t just a number, it represents real, individual 

families whose babies are now starting life with the essentials, the 

learning tools and the support every child deserves.”

What started as a local, community led initiative has benefitted from 

private sector collaboration with warehousing specialist Stiller bringing 

the Baby Box scheme to life.
Stiller now provide contract packing services to ready boxes for 

expecting families. Thomas Prentice, Business Development Manager at Stiller, said: 

“When we first learned about the Baby Box project, we knew straight 

away it was something we wanted to support and the project has grown 

into something the whole Stiller team cares deeply about. We handle 

the logistics planning, from stock management to making sure each 

box leaves us safely and gets where it needs to be, when it needs to 

be there. It’s the kind of behind-the-scenes work we do every day as 

a business, but knowing it directly supports new parents makes it feel 

incredibly meaningful.“Stiller has been part of the Northeast community for 71 years, and 

being able to use our contract packing facility and the expertise of our 

people to help get these boxes safely packed and delivered feels like 

a very real, hands-on way of giving back. Seeing the project reach 

3,000 Baby Boxes is fantastic, and we’re proud to have played a part 

in making that happen. Knowing that every single one is heading to 

a family that will start their journey feeling a little more supported is a 

great feeling, especially at this time of year.”

3000 Baby Boxes Delivered
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Member of Parliament UpdateMember of Parliament Update

Email: alan.strickland.mp@parliament.uk

U7 Eagles v Marton Royals (Cup)
On a wet day and heavy pitch, the Eagles started slow, but soon got up 
and running with a solo goal from Chester who soon added a second 
before half time. Second half the lads pushed on, resulting in Hunter 
getting the Eagles 3rd, however, Marton pulled one back. The lads 
reacted scoring four more goals, Chester and Hunter with hattricks and 
one from Harrison, FT 7-1 and into the next round of the cup.
U14 Eagles 10 v Grangetown 0
Great return to playing, after a long layoff, The Eagles bossed the 1st 
half going to half time 2-0 up with goals from Conor and Harry. Second 
half saw the Eagles dominate with Tarek and Connor completing hat 
tricks and Sam, Harry and Richie adding to their tallies .
U10 Pumas v Darlington Locos
First game back for the girls, after a long winter break, but they played 
some good stuff. Unfortunately, the opposition were a strong side.
U17 Eagles 1 v Durham Tigers 1
First match since November and the lads were a little rusty, but gave it 
their all throughout the whole game. Durham made it difficult and were 
passing the ball well, meaning Aycliffe having to work extremely hard. 
End to end and the points shared. Goal from Olly. MOM Joe.
U11 Eagles v Darlington TSC
The game was a chance to assess the teams progress having lost 4-0 
away earlier in the season. The boys really stepped up and despite 
going down 1-3 in the end, the score does not reflect the game. The 
Eagles hit the bar, had plenty of chances and would have more than 
deserved a draw and maybe more from the game. Superb effort from 
the whole team.
U16 Angels 0 v Darlington FC 3
A tight game at the Oakleaf saw Darlington score the only goal of the 
first half on 26 minutes. Aycliffe came close to grabbing an equaliser 
in the second half, but as they changed shape and pushed forward in 
the last 10 minutes, Darlington scored two to flatter the scoreline. Star 
players were the excellent centre backs Isobel & Daisy D.
U15 Girls 2 v Deerness Valley 5
The first half looked very promising with Aycliffe getting the first goal 
on 22 minutes and enjoying a majority of the possession, HT 1-1. On 
the hour mark Aycliffe’s match fitness dropped off and with only one 
sub available their options were limited. They started losing yards to 
Deerness all over the pitch and the game got away from them.
Goals: Peyton H, Layla B. Assists: Payton T x2. POTM: Imogen C.
U12 Falcons 1 v Darlington All Stars 1
The visitors are top of the league and unbeaten this season. The 
Falcons were the better team in the first half, going into HT 1-0 up with 
a goal from Leo, assisted by Evan. They had to defend with their lives 
in the second half, Harry M making some great saves to keep them out. 
100% effort from the whole team. POM opposition: Hunter. Coaches: 
Harry M.
U11 Wildcats v Wearside FC
After a long Christmas break it was great to get the girls back on the 
pitch. What a game, with only nine available players, all the girls were 
asked was to give 100% and don’t give up. They gave that and so 
much more. Everyone on the field battled hard and never stopped.
U8 Wildcats v Darlington Locos
The first match in five weeks, but the girls showed no signs of 
rustiness. Aycliffe passed the ball better, had more possession and 
had more shots. However, they conceded two unfortunate goals at the 
end of each half and couldn’t get a goal of their own to give them the 
impetus to kick on and take hold of the result. POTM Emily.
Wildcats Girls Development and Little Eagles Boys Development
We now have spaces available for Year 1 boys and girls at our 
development academies, If you are interested and need more info; 
contact Berni 07939 045242.

Aycliffe Youth Football NewsAycliffe Youth Football News

It has been an important week for our area, as 
the government made major announcements 
on transport that will have a real impact locally.
The reopening of the Leamside Line has taken 
a significant step forward, with the Labour 
Government committing funding to the project. 
Reopening the line will bring major benefits to 
our area, particularly for residents and local 
businesses. Communities such as Ferryhill 
and Bowburn will see new stations and 
surrounding areas will benefit from the jobs, 
opportunities, growth and regeneration that 
will follow.
I want to pay tribute to everyone who has 
campaigned so hard for this project over many 
years, particularly Sharon Hodgson MP for 
Washington and Gateshead South, who has 
worked tirelessly for more than 20 years to 
make this happen. I look forward to working 
closely with the government and our Regional 
Mayor, Kim McGuiness, to ensure the line is 
delivered in full.
On the wider theme of transport, the 
government has also announced a new road 
safety strategy. These proposals have been 
developed with the support of road safety 
campaigners from across the country and I 
am proud that local campaigner, Shalorna 
Warner, has played a role in shaping them. 
The proposals include reducing the alcohol 
limit, which is currently the highest in Europe, 
introducing a minimum learning period for all 
new drivers and bringing in mandatory eye 
tests for people over 70. I would encourage 
residents to take part in the public consultation 

and share their views on how we can make 
our local roads safer. You can have your 
say here https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/road-safety-strategy
I am also supporting efforts to expand the 
space and satellite industry in our region. We 
are already a key contributor to this growing 
sector, with companies working with major 
space agencies around the world. I recently 
met with UK Space to discuss how we can 
build on the strong cluster of businesses 
already operating in Sedgefield and Newton 
Aycliffe. We talked about how to attract further 
investment, create skilled jobs and position 
the constituency as a leading player in the 
UK’s rapidly expanding space sector and I 
look forward to continuing this work.
I also had the privilege of visiting HMS 
Raleigh, as part of the Armed Forces 
Parliamentary Scheme, which gave me the 
opportunity to see Royal Navy training up 
close. I met trainees preparing for life at 
sea and learned more about the demanding 
programme that shapes new recruits.
The Passing Out Parade was a real highlight, 
and I felt immense pride in the young men and 
women beginning their naval careers. It was a 
powerful reminder of the dedication, discipline 
and teamwork that underpin the Royal Navy’s 
work.
Finally, I have launched my online newsletter. 
If you would like to stay up to date with local 
issues, community events and national 
developments, you can sign up at:
https://alanstricklandmp.eo.page/h2n1w

Point North - Thriving Together
Helping to create thriving communities 
across County Durham
A new funding programme has launched to 
support community groups and organisations 
across County Durham.
Durham County Council is launching the 
Thriving Together programme through its 
partners, Point North, to offer funding to the 
county’s voluntary and community sector for 
the delivery of essential support to residents. 
The council has an annual fund of £500,000 
that it is making available to organisations via 
Point North, to help improve the health and 
wellbeing of residents and boost community 
resilience.
Cllr Howard Brown, Cabinet member for adult 
and health services, said: “We are delighted 
to be launching the Thriving Together fund 
through Point North, allowing organisations 
in the voluntary and community sector to 
access longer-term funding that will support 
communities across County Durham. We 
know that many residents are finding things 
tough right now, and it’s affecting both their 
mental and physical health. In our recent 
Wellbeing Survey, only half of adults living 
in the most disadvantaged areas of County 
Durham said they had good mental health. 
This programme is designed to change that 
by bringing people together and offering 
targeted support to build stronger, more 
resilient communities. Local grassroots 
groups are key to this support. They often 
connect with people who might not feel 
comfortable using other services. This fund 
will help these groups offer a wider range of 

activities and reach more residents across 
the county, without them having to reapply for 
financial help each year.”  
The programme also aims to enhance 
residents’ awareness of the tools and support 
available to live well, reduce feelings of 
anxiety and prevent suicide. 
The fund will also support the voluntary 
and community sector to connect people 
through the expansion of the council’s 
Welcome Spaces programme and by 
providing opportunities to help improve 
resident wellbeing through activities such as 
gardening, drawing, reading and learning new 
skills.
Organisations will be encouraged to work 
with their local communities to decide what 
activities are needed in their area, with 
funding also made available to provide 
essential training and skills development to 
staff and volunteers. 
Michelle Cooper, chief executive at Point 
North, said: “Communities across the county 
are facing a number of challenges so we are 
pleased to be able to provide support through 
the delivery of this programme.
“By working together with voluntary and 
community sector organisations, we can 
help strengthen our communities and offer 
residents a wide range of help, support, and 
opportunities so they are not alone when 
facing difficult life challenges.” 
Groups and organisations can apply for 
funding by visiting Point North at:
www.pointnorth.org.uk/grants/thriving-
together-large-grants-2
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The Great North Air Ambulance Service 
(GNAAS) has revealed that their critical care 
team responded to more than 1,900 incidents 
in 2025.
The charity currently provides air ambulance 
services across the North of England and the 
Isle of Man, mainly in hours of daylight, while 
on a night-time, from 8pm to 8am, the team 
transfer to a rapid response vehicle.
In total, the charity’s critical care teams, which 
are based in Eaglescliffe in the North East, 
and Penrith in Cumbria, responded to 1,938 
incidents across the region.
This included 1,218 in the North East, 542 
in Cumbria, 94 in Northumberland, 33 in 
Scotland, 25 in North Yorkshire, 14 in the Isle 
of Man and 12 in Lancashire.
The most common incidents they responded 
to were cardiac arrests, road traffic collisions, 
medical incidents, falls and assaults. 
As a charity, GNAAS does not receive 
government funding, and in November they 
launched an appeal called Operation SOS: 
Secure Our Service to help fund a new fleet of 
helicopters.
Their current aircraft, which are Dauphin N3 
and Dauphin N3+ helicopters, have responded 
to thousands of life-saving missions, but due 
to parts shortages, ever-rising maintenance 
costs, and extended downtime, it has become 
increasingly challenging to operate them.
As demand for their service continues to grow, 
the charity has designed the blueprints for a 
stronger future, investing in three state-of-the-
art helicopters called Airbus H145 D2.
Joe Garcia MBE, chief executive officer 
at GNAAS, said: “Returning to a three-
helicopter fleet means that when one aircraft 
is undergoing essential maintenance, two 
more are ready to answer the call. It’s the 
difference between a patient being reached in 
their moment of need, or not, and could be the 
difference between life and death.”
By changing the helicopters they operate, the 
charity can cut costs while maintaining a more 
reliable fleet that will secure their service for 
the next decade and beyond.
The major obstacle the charity faces is that 
they need to raise £2.5 million for the deposit 
for the third aircraft and so far they have raised 
15% of the required funds.
Mr Garcia added: “The public’s support is the 
foundation of our service. They have fuelled 
our missions and equipped our crews. We 
would not turn to them with such a significant 
request unless it was absolutely critical. This 
isn’t for our day-to-day running costs; this 
is a landmark investment in the future of 
emergency care for our entire community, and 
we face a rapidly closing window to make this 
happen.
“By donating to our appeal, they will be helping 
us purchase the helicopter that ensures we can 
reach the next child, parent, or loved one who 
needs us. It will turn our blueprint into a reality 
and secure the future of our service. “
To find out more about Operation SOS and 
support the appeal visit:
gna.as/secure_our_service

1900+ Incidents 
Attended in 2025

Wedding 
Stationery 
NEWTON PRESS

300212
sales@newtonpress.net

Remember to tell the 
advertiser you saw them

in the Newton News

Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Opticians

Aycliffe 
COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification

PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades  -  Data Recovery
Windows 11 Installation

Broadband Installation
Networking  -  Anti Virus

Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

No Call Out Charge Within 
Newton News Circulation area

Contact Rob
07841 867170
aycliffecomputers@gmail.com

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED 
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER 

BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

Computers

MOBILITY SCOOTER
Wheelchair,
Ramps, etc.,

Any Condition.
T. 07401 133459

Wanted Obituary

Sudoku
      9 7 5 1

     4 3

 8 5 9

  2  7

 5  1    3  7

      5  9

       9 6 4

    3 8

 7 1 4 6

PUZZLE CORNER

Mobile
Hairdresser
Cuts from £12.00

Perms from £40.00

Julie 07801 192417
to book an appointment

Hairdressing

Congratulations

In Memoriam

Samsung 40” TV 
UE40F6740, £100. 
TV Table 600 x 460, 
wooden, black glass 
top and one shelf, 
£40. X-Box One and 
Kinnect, £80. Bose 
Solo TV sound system, 
£50. 07572 614466.

For Sale

Raise & Tilt car 
lift. Ideal for small 
garage/shed. Manual 
or electric drill 
operation, perfect for 
that new year project.
Brand new, unused.
£400.
Tel 07452 993762.

In Loving Memory of
Audrey Wallis

The flower we place 
upon your grave may 
wither and decay. But 
our love for you dear 
Audrey, will never 
fade away.
From your
loving family.

Thank You

Thank you to the 
lady who handed in 
my hand bag to the 
Customer Service 
desk at Tesco on 
Friday 9th January.

Alex Newey

Double digits at last!
Happy 10th birthday 
to our awesome 
Alex.
Love, Mam, Dad and 
Skye xxx

Vacancy

Home Help Needed
Hours to suit.

Small bungalow in 
Bishop Middleham.
Contact Pamela
01740 238891

Rita Smith
24th January

Never out of my 
thoughts, RIP.
Love, Ian xxx

Thomas Garlick 
‘Tot’

Passed away 
p e a c e f u l l y 
surrounded by family 
on Wednesday 7th 
January.
A service will take 
place on Wednesday 
4th February, 
11.30am at Wear 
Valley Crematorium.
Everyone is welcome 
afterwards to 
Woodham Golf Club.
Please wear casual 
clothing.

Freda Tinkler
(Pinkney)

Passed away 
p e a c e f u l l y 
surrounded by her 
loving family on 3rd 
January, aged 94.
Will family and 
friends please meet 
for a service at St. 
Clare’s Church on 
Friday 6th February 
at 11.45am followed 
by Committal at Wear 
Valley Crematorium, 
Coundon.
Donations, in lieu 
of flowers, to the 
Dementia Trust or 
Alzheimer’s Trust.

Thomas Sproates

1930-2026
Of Newton Aycliffe. 
Passed away 
peacefully following 
a stay in hospital 
on Saturday 17th 
January after 95 
years of love, 
laughter and 
happiness. 
Much loved husband 
of the late Olive, 
Dad, Grandad and 
Great Grandad. Our 
hearts are broken, 
but Tom & Olive are 
now reunited. 
Family and friends 
are invited to meet 
at Wear Valley 
Crematorium on 
Friday 13th February 
at 1.30pm followed 
by a funeral tea at 
Woodham Golf Club. 
At Tom’s request, 
family flowers only 
and his preference is 
no dark colours need 
to be worn. 
Donations will be 
gratefully received 
for the Great North 
Air Ambulance 
Service. There will 
be a donation box at 
the Crematorium and 
at the Golf Club.

Sterling S425 
mobility scooter, only 
18 months old, in 
excellent condition.
£1100 ono.
Tel 07779 815338

Dorothy Stevens

25th January 2025
A loved and missed 
Wife, Mam, Grandma 
and Great Gran.
A year has passed, 
yet your love remains 
woven through our 
lives. Your kindness, 
warmth and gentle 
spirit live on in our 
hearts and in the 
memories we hold 
dear each day. We 
miss your voice, 
your laughter and 
your loving presence 
more than words can 
say, but we feel you 
near us still.
Your devoted 
Husband, Ces, 
misses you deeply 
and wishes he could 
sit with you once 
more to talk properly, 
to hold your hand 
and to say goodbye 
the way his heart 
longed to. You were, 
and always will be, 
his great love.
Forever loved, never 
forgotten, always in 
our hearts. A year of 
missing you, but a 
lifetime of loving you.
Love from Ces, Julie, 
Michael, Daniel, 
Kelly, Lauren, Mila 
and Jax.

Beverley

27th January
Happy birthday to 
my wonderful Wife, 
my soul mate, and 
the one who keeps 
me grounded every 
single day.
3-8-1. 
Love you always.
Paul xxx

Janet Metcalfe
(nee Walker)

Of Aycliffe Village, 
formerly of Ricknall 
Grange East 
Farm, Aycliffe and 
also Maidenhead, 
Berkshire, passed 
away peacefully 
in hospital on 21st 
December 2025, 
aged 70 years.
Much loved by family 
and friends.
Funeral to take place 
at St. Andrew’s 
Church, Aycliffe 
Village on Friday 
6th February at 
2.15pm followed 
by Committal at St. 
Andrew’s Church 
yard.
No flowers please, 
apart from a button 
hole or buy flowers 
for home, donations 
to St Andrew’s 
Church.



Page 10                                                                                                                                                                          Newton News

Time Served Royal Horticultural Society Arborist
• Felling, Dismantling & Pruning • Hedge Cutting

• STUMP GRINDING AND REMOVAL
• Local Authority Approved Contractor

All Areas Covered - Free Quotations and Advice

Alexander Walker TechArborA., ND Arb., SOC Arb
Fully Insured - Professionally Trained - Aycliffe Based

07544 802052
www.awtreecare.co.uk

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work

Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking & 

Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432

Mobile: 07765 374 905

Gardening

Alpine Landscapes
Patios, Driveways, 

Fencing, Decking, Gravel, 
Turfing, Walls. All work 
guaranteed. 25 years 

experience, est 15 years, 
professional advice.

alpinelandscapes.co.uk 
Alan on 07974 710351

ROSEWOOD
TREE WORK
Felled, Pruned, Hedges 
Cut, Fencing, Gravel.

All aspects of
groundwork considered.

20% off for OAPs.
Tel 01325 319972
or 07740 999075

Call Alan
on

07908 793 010

For a FREE quote

NEWTON NEWS
NEWTON NEWS is published and 
printed by Newton Press, which was first 
established in 1948 and incorporates “The 
Newtonian”. Visit the on-line version at 
www.newtonnews.co.uk
DISCLAIMER Newton News cannot be 
held responsible for advertisers offering 
goods or services. As a general rule we 
would advise NOT to part with any money 
until the order has been completed to your 
full satisfaction.
All information is correct, to the best of 
our knowledge, at the time of printing. 
Newton News accepts articles in good faith 
and takes no responsibility for errors and/
or omissions.

Funeral
Cards 

Completed within 
24 hours

NEWTON 
PRESS
300212

sales@newtonpress.net

Builder

Jeff HorsleyJeff Horsley
28 years experience

Full Build of Extensions
Porches, Garages,

Garden Walls, Patios,
Concreting and Re-Pointing

FREE ESTIMATES
Guaranteed Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01325 313939Tel: 01325 313939
or or 07970 86996707970 869967

Suites and Chairs
New Foams & Springs
Large Pattern Range

Free Estimates & Advice

TEL: 01740 655908
After hours: 07775 535915

RE-UPHOLSTERY

NEWAVE FURNITURE

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES

• Carpet and 
Upholstery cleaning
• Leather cleaning 

and repair
• Pressure washing

• Gutter clean & repair
• End of tenancy cleans

• Domestic and  
Commercial cleaning
• Janitorial supplies

• Fully insured

07895 697115
01325 496939

GUTTER 
CLEANING 

SERVICE
Gutters, Fascia and 

Soffits cleaned.
Paul 07399 628345

StainStainKleenKleen
Professional Cleaning Services for Carpets, Upholstery, Rugs

and Leather Cleaning - Hard Floor Cleaning
RAPID DRYING - FULLY INSURED

Contact 07817 573604
Website: www.stainkleen.co.uk

Home Services

‘Laundry Ladies’
Offering a wash, 
dry and ironing 

service (domestic 
or commercial). 

Free collection and 
drop off included. 

Tel 07928 768744 or 
laundryladies16@gmail.com

‘Cleaning Angels’
For all your cleaning 
needs. Commercial 
cleaning available.

End of tenancy,
holiday lets, builders 
cabins, oven cleans, 

office cleaning, window 
cleaning (up to 8ft), 

ironing service available. 
Competitive rates.

Sanitising & Fogging
Find us on Facebook

Angela 07518 798 595

CCTV
15% OFF

with this 
advert

Aerial Installations

For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338

waterways@talktalk.net

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs    Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes    Power Flushing

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596

Mobile 07931 591381

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs
Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing
Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

 
 
 

Plumbing

•  Boiler Repairs  •  Boiler Servicing  •
New Boiler Installati ons & Heati ng Systems

•  Qualifi ed Gas Engineer  •
•  ALL PLUMBING WORKS UNDERTAKEN  •

•  Reliable Service  •  Tidy Work  •
•  Free Quotati ons  •  Boilers from £999  •

•  Finance Opti ons Available  •

Call Mark on T: 07340 826 219
or 01325 802 212 (Aycliff e Offi  ce)
E: info@absoluteplumbingandheat.co.uk 

A friendly local company

669174

HOUSEHOLD 
PLUMBING
Plumbing & Heating

Gas Installations
Repairs & Servicing

Landlords Certificates

01325 327290
07790 044455

BrushstrokesBrushstrokes
DecoratorsDecorators

Free no obligation quotes and
advice from a time served

painter & decorator. 
Interior & exterior work, 

no job too small. 
End of tenancy clean up for 

landlord’s. Gutters and fascias 
cleaned from £60. 

Discounts for OAP & NHS staff
Tel: 01325 312953Tel: 01325 312953

Mobile: 07587 140912Mobile: 07587 140912

G. CROSSEN
PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07340 606402
Time Served  -  C&G  -  Established 1998

S. Sowerby Decorators
All aspects interior & exterior catered for, large/small

Private Dwellings, Commercial, Shops, Offices,
Public House, Landlords and Estates Welcome

Contact Steve
for a free estimate
Telephone: 07896 277593
Email: stevetopdecs@hotmail.co.uk

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator

Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate
01325 483 697

or 07745 037 754

DRAGON 
DECORATORS
All aspects of interior 
& exterior decorating, 
including children’s 

artwork. Over 30 years 
experience. Member of 

“Checked & Vetted”. No 
job too small,
free estimates.

Contact Colin on 
07952 364426

Decorating

DLPDLP
GARDEN SERVICESGARDEN SERVICES

Call for a quoteCall for a quote
07854 68471207854 684712
Fencing & LandscapingFencing & Landscaping
     DLPGardenServices     DLPGardenServices

• FENCING
• PATIOS
• LAWNS

• DECKING
• and MORE

 Car Chargers
 Fuse Box Replacement
 Extra Sockets & Lights
 Landlord Inspections
 Experienced Electrician
 Tidy & Reliable
 Free Quotes & Advice
 OAP Discounts

No Job Too Small
Give Richard a Call

07859 021039

Established 2005

• Fuse Board Upgrades •
• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •

• EV Chargers Installed •
• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •

• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on 

01325 520526
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)

Website: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

Electrical

Foster Joinery Services
All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

From inside the home: Doors, Skirting and Architrave, 
Staircases and revamping what you already have,

Loft entrances and Loft Ladders.
To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.

Plastering
No job too small - Can supply all materials

Just ring 07748 967374 for a FREE quote

Joinery

C SMILLIE
• Joinery •
• Building •

• Decorating •
Established 1984 - 40th Anniversary

Apprenticeship Served

312024  after 6pm
Published on the First and 
Third Friday of each month

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE
REPAIRS

01325 321756

New Indesit 7kg
Washing Machine
£250. Other appliances
available and repaired
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Santa Tours . . .
We Need Your Help
The Town Council is keen to undertake a review of the much-loved 
Santa Tours event, following the changes to the event last year, to look 
in more detail at what went well, what did not, and to look at options for 
improving this year’s event and making it as magical and accessible as 
possible.
We need your help to do this and are looking for volunteers and 
members of the public to serve on a new Santa Tours Sub Committee.
Your feedback and ideas will be crucial to shaping the future of this 
iconic event, so please consider putting your name forward.
If you wish to join this sub-committee and help shape the future of the 
Santa Tours event, please log your interest with the Council by ringing 
01325 300700 or emailing: info@great-aycliffe.gov.uk
In the meantime, an initial review of the event is to be undertaken by 
the Council’s Service Review Sub-Committee. This meeting will take 
place on Wednesday 4th February at 7pm at the Council Offices. 
The Council is very keen to hear the views of the public as part of 
this review and members of the public are encouraged to attend this 
meeting, at which there will be an opportunity to make comments and 
ask questions. 
Why did the Santa Tours need to change last year?
The Town Council needed to make some changes to the Santa Tours 
last year to make the event safer, more reliable, and more accessible to 
everyone who wishes to see and greet Santa on Christmas Eve.
These changes were made to address concerns relating to the safety 
of volunteers and the public, increasing operational difficulties linked to 
the growing town, increasing numbers of parked cars, narrow streets, 
and difficulties securing enough volunteers and suitable vehicles.
The changes saw the event move to a revised ‘hybrid’ system of 
designated locations around the town, at set times, allowing families to 
choose the place and time that suits them best, giving children plenty 
of time to chat and have their photo taken with Santa.
This was supplemented by a limited tour of the streets that also took 
place with Santa inside the vehicle and not stopping, but waving as he 
passed.
A lot of work went into planning the changes and implementing the new 
hybrid system of fixed locations and a limited tour of the streets and 
the Council was delighted to receive a lot of assistance and support 
from many community organisations, public houses and churches who 
offered up their car parks and provided hospitality and assistance on 
the night.
Santa also visited all care homes on Christmas Eve morning.
In addition, the Council worked with local charity All Disabilities Matter 
to host a Santa’s Grotto in the town centre in the days on Christmas 
Eve. 
These updates were made to ensure that everyone could continue to 
enjoy the magic of this much-loved event, while keeping our volunteers 
and residents safe, and reducing the risk of anyone missing out on 
seeing Santa.
However, the Council appreciates and understands that the changes 
to the event last year created some concern in the community, with a 
number of members of the public unhappy at the changes, some of 
whom attended Council Meetings to formally express their concerns.
This is why we are keen to listen to public and volunteer feedback and 
involve the community in shaping the future of the event.
Ultimately, the Council needs to decide whether it wishes to pursue 
alternative options for running the event more in keeping with in 
the traditional tour format, bearing in mind the difficulties and costs 
involved in satisfactorily mitigating the safety risks, or whether to focus 
on improving and adapting the fixed meeting point format whilst all 
the time trying to ensure the event is as accessible and magical as 
possible.
A Huge Thank You to 
the Volunteers!
The Council wishes to 
say a huge thank you 
to all volunteers who 
made Santa’s visits 
possible last year. 
Your dedication 
helped to bring joy to 
hundreds of families!
Massive thanks also 
to all of the community 
organisations, public 
houses and churches 
who offered their car 
parks, buildings, and 
hospitality on the night 
and helped to make 
the fixed locations so 
welcoming.

Th e County Council of Durham
(Watson Road, Newton Aycliff e)

(Temporary Road Closure)
Order 2026

Th e Council on 9/1/2026 made the above Order under Section 14(1) of the 
Road Traffi  c Regulation Act 1984 as amended, to prohibit all vehicular traffi  c 
from proceeding on the following lengths of road a 275 metre length of Watson 
Road between its junctions with Cumby Road, Newton Aycliff e to enable telecom 
duct and cable installation works to be undertaken. An alternative route will be 
available to vehicular traffi  c via Cumby Road. Th e maximum duration of the 
Order is 18 months.  
Th e works commenced on 5/1/2026 under an emergency 5 day TTRN notice. 
A further extension to the works is now required which are anticipated to be 
completed in 7 days.
On occasions, alternative dates for the closure may be necessary and these will be 
signed on site accordingly.  

DATED: 23/1/2026

Helen Bradley
Director of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham, DH1 5UL

Polio - poliomyelitis - affects mainly children 
under the age of five, and is spread virally, 
through contaminated food and water. Polio is 
asymptomatic, so those newly infected show 
few, if any, signs of the disease. For some, 
however, polio can cause terrible life-changing 
conditions, such as paralysis and deformity of 
the limbs. Although once common, vaccination 
programmes have eradicated polio in Britain, 
and it now exists in a few pockets of the world, 
blighting the lives of those it touches.
Students of Woodham Academy’s Eco group, 
in conjunction with Rotary Great Aycliffe, have 
recently planted a patch of purple crocus on 
the school site to symbolise the terrible legacy 
of polio, and as a visual statement that they 
actively support the ongoing efforts of the 
world’s scientific and caring communities to 
eradicate this disease once and for all, and 
wipe it completely from the earth. The early 
flowering, purple crocus has been chosen 
in recognition of a purple mark given to 
vaccinated children to show they have been 
immunised against the virus. 
A sign will be placed alongside this garden 
of remembrance, so family and visitors to 
Woodham Academy will understand its 
significance, and the Eco group intends to 
plant other, purple, native wild flowers beneath 
the borders of its trees, and create baskets of 
purple blooms to promote this worthy cause 
throughout the rest of the year.

Eliminating PolioStorage

“U” STORE
Aycliffe Business Park
Domestic and Industrial 
storage. Open 6 days a 
week. Inside & outside 
storage containers from

£15 per week
TEL: 01325 317716

or 07850 646355

Removals

ASK Services
Man + Van, Removal, 

Delivery and lots more.
Contact Paul

07399 628345

R.S.
REMOVALS

Single Items to
Full House Moves

Telephone:
07860 560295

DOUBLEDOUBLE
GLAZINGGLAZING
REPAIRSREPAIRS

www.pvcwindowdoor.repair

07973 694458
01325 304079

47 Years Experience

Windows

Roofi ng and 
Roofl ine Specialists
Tel: 01325 255800
or 07735 333297

FASCIAS      SOFFITS      GUTTERING

• Fascias • Soffi  ts • Guttering • Full Roofs • Flat Roofs
• Dry Ridge • Dry Verge • UPVC Cleaning
Roof Cleaning & Maintenance, Service, Gutters etc
Free Scaff old Supplied - Family Run Business
www.stevensandsonroofi ng.co.uk

Storm Damage and Insurance Work Covered

JK Roofing
All Roofing Work Undertaken

From One Tile to a Full Roof - Felt Roofs - Chimney Re-points 
- Dry Ridge System - Dry Verge - UPVC Fascias and Soffits.
Covering Aycliffe for the past 15+ years.
Free estimates:

07305 163146 or 07511 608311

Roofing

Contact Peter on 07876 078577
New Roofs From £5500
Free Fascia Boards & Guttering
until end of December
Chimney Stacks - Slating - Ridge Tiles Replaced
Tiling - Flat Roofs - Pointing - Leadwork - Guttering
UPVC Facias and Soffi  ts
Storm Damage - Velux Windows

PMHROOFING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

01325 776 535
Chimney Stacks - Slating -

Ridge Tiles Replaced - Tiling - Flat
Roofs - Pointing - Leadwork - UPVC
Facias & Soffits - Guttering - Storm

Damage - Velux Windows

SHILDON LOCKSMITHSSHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTORUPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Door
Repair

Specialist

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs - Emergency Door Opening
Mechanism Repair/Replace - Door Adjustment & Furniture

90% of Parts in Stock - 24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114 or 07748 044 808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Locksmith

Piano Recital
Darlington Piano Society’s recital series 
continues on Sunday 1st February, 3pm at the 
Dolphin Centre with a programme by Danny 
Driver, making his third visit to Darlington. He 
is currently curating a series of five recitals 
at London’s Wigmore Hall on the theme of 
‘Variations’. His programme here is the second 
of the series in London and includes Lili 
Boulanger’s enigmatic Thème et variations, 
alongside works by Handel and Fauré and 
ends with Robert Schumann’s majestic 
Symphonic Etudes, with its breathtaking series 
of variations on a theme by Baron von Fricken.
Tickets are available on the day, price £18, 
with under 21’s free. Tickets are also available 
online at www.dpiano.co.uk

Stop Clicking Around
Visit Newton News
online for your local
DAILY news feed

www.newtonnews.co.uk
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Electric AdjustableElectric Adjustable
Bed RangesBed Ranges

Est.                                           1898

BIG SIZE MENSWEAR
2XL to 8XL

huge range of designs now in stock

FROM

£599

Free Delivery

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

Fault Finding / Repairs Qualifi ed Electrician
Extra Lights and Sockets Reliable Service
New Fuse Boards / Alarms Tidy Work
Rewires   Free Quote
Landlord Inspections  Satisfaction Guaranteed

Newton News is published by Newton Press, c/o Blue Bridge Centre, St Cuthberts Way, Newton Aycliffe, County Durham DL5 6DS - Printed by Mortons Print Ltd, Morton Way, Boston Road Industrial Estate, Horncastle LN9 6JR

Ultimate Home Services
Kitchens Supplied & Fitted

Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted
- Free Quotations -

Call Stuart
01325 311838

or 07508 072119
www.ultimatehomeservices.co.uk

0191 462 0113

Simply UPVCSimply UPVC
RepairsRepairs
• High Security Lock Upgrades
• Door & Window Servicing
• Glass Replacement
• Door Alignment
• Locks
• Handles
• Hinges

07449 63430807449 634308

Have You Made Your Will Yet?

PFJ Wills & Celebrant Services
 

We all know that we need a will, but how often do we 
keep putting it off? Make 2026 the year you get your 
affairs in order. I am a qualified Solicitor and Will Writer, 
specialising in Wills, Lasting Powers of Attorney and 
Probate. I am also a Funeral Celebrant.

Highly Competitive Prices
Instructions Taken in the Comfort of your own Home

Please get in touch to discuss your requirements 

T: 07852 400736
E: info@pfjwillsandcelebrantservices.co.uk

Polly - PFJ Wills & Celebrant Services

The Society of Will Writers
and Estate Planning Practitioners

SWW

The Army Reserve plays a crucial role in supporting the British 
Army, giving people the chance to experience military life on a 
flexible, part time basis. Within this structure, the Royal Electrical 
and Mechanical Engineers (REME) form one of the Army’s 
most skilled technical corps, responsible for maintaining and 
repairing the Army’s wide range of equipment. Beyond REME, 
the Army Reserve offers a wide variety of diverse roles from 
logistics and medical support to communications, engineering, 
specialist trades and more, ensuring there is a path for people of 
all backgrounds and skill sets. Reservists in REME benefit from 
high quality technical and leadership training, gain nationally 
recognised qualifications and develop valuable skills that transfer 
directly into civilian life, all while contributing to vital engineering 
support, both in the UK and overseas.
Residents from Newcastle, County Durham, Teesside and the 
surrounding areas are being encouraged to explore a new 
challenge that can fit around their current job or studies. On 27th 
January, 124 Company of 102 REME will host an Open Evening at 
DL5 6UR, starting at 7.30pm, giving visitors the chance to meet 
serving soldiers and learn more about life in the Army Reserve. 
The event aims to provide a relaxed, informative insight into what 
it means to serve part time alongside existing commitments.
LCpl Leonard said: “Joining the Reserve has given me the best of 
both worlds. I can keep my full-time career, but I also get to train, 
learn new skills and be part of a team that makes a real difference. 
It’s more rewarding than I ever expected, and the opportunities, 
whether technical, personal or adventurous, are massive.”
During the evening, soldiers will outline their weekly training 
routine, which includes Tuesday night parades and selected 
weekend activities at Newton Aycliffe and Walker. Attendees 
will hear how reservists are paid to train while maintaining their 
civilian careers, as well as the opportunities to take part in sport, 
fitness sessions and adventurous activities. With the added 
potential to travel the world, the event offers an ideal chance to 
ask questions, explore the facilities and discover what a role 
within 124 Company could offer.

See What Aycliffe’s Reserve Unit has to Offer


