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Newton News
Aycliffe Town Centre burst into festive 
brilliance on Friday evening, 28th November, 
as the community gathered for the annual 
Christmas lights switch-on, officially marking 
the start of the holiday season. Despite 
temperatures well below seasonal averages, 
a remarkably large number of residents turned 
out, creating a warm and lively atmosphere 
that defied the cold.
From mid afternoon, families and visitors 
filled the town centre to explore a bustling 
Christmas food market, which featured a wide 
range of seasonal delights and handmade 
goods. Baccanalia’s traders offered an 
extensive selection of festive food treats and 
gift-worthy artisan products. The scents of 
mulled spices, baked goods and savoury 
street food filled the air, adding to the sense of 
celebration.
A rich programme of live entertainment 
kept spirits high throughout the event. 
Performances from Shine Choir, McAdam 
Performing Arts and the Aycliffe & Brancepeth 
Brass Band brought a mix of traditional 
and contemporary Christmas music with 
harmonies and brass arrangements echoing 
across the town centre mall. Each group drew 
enthusiastic applause from the crowd, many of 
whom gathered early to secure a good view.
The excitement continued as younger visitors 
eagerly lined up to meet Santa Claus in his 
festive grotto. Supported by the Great Aycliffe 
Rotary Club, Santa greeted children with 
warm smiles and handed out gifts, adding an 
extra touch of magic to the occasion. Rotary 
volunteers helped manage the steady flow 
of families ensuring every child received a 
memorable moment.
Meanwhile, Aycliffe Radio maintained the 
festive mood, broadcasting Christmas 
favourites and providing backing tracks for the 
performances. Their presence has become a 
much-loved tradition at the annual switch-on 
event, and this year they once again delivered 
an uplifting soundtrack that kept the crowd 
singing along.
Adding to the spectacle, visitors were treated 
to a visit from three of Santa’s reindeers 
as well as appearances from a dancing 
Christmas tree, who entertained children and 
adults alike, and a playful Elf on a flying bike, 
whose energetic antics became a highlight 
of the evening. These whimsical characters 
roamed the event, posing for photos and 
bringing smiles wherever they went.
As darkness fell, the anticipation grew for the 

main moment of the evening. The countdown 
to the Christmas lights switch-on, led by 
Mayor and Mayoress Ken and Elaine Robson, 
was met with cheers and as the town centre 
lit up with sparkling displays, the crowd 
erupted into applause. Shimmering trees, 
illuminated decorations and glowing archways 
transformed the area into a winter wonderland.
Event organisers expressed their gratitude to 
all who attended and supported the festivities, 
noting their pleasant surprise at the impressive 
turnout given the chilly conditions. “The 
community really came together tonight,” 
organisers said. “Despite the cold, the 
atmosphere was fantastic and it was wonderful 
to see so many residents start the festive 
season with us.”
The evening concluded with families lingering 
to enjoy the lights, food and entertainment, 
capturing photos and soaking in the festive 
spirit. With such a successful turnout and a 
joyful start to the season, Aycliffe Town Centre 
looks forward to a month filled with further 
seasonal celebrations and community events.

Aycliffe Town Centre Illuminates the Night as
Crowds Welcome the Start of the Festive Season

Pop-Up Indoor Cinema
Festive entertainment continues with an indoor pop-up cinema showing 
children’s Christmas favourites.
Saturday 6th December:
9.30am - The Polar Express
11.30am - The Grinch
Saturday 20th December:
10.00am - Elf
12.00pm - Home Alone
2.00pm - National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation
Seating is available and admission is FREE. Located in Unit 17, next 
door to Boyes on Beveridge Way.
Ice Skating Rink
If you love skating - or want to give it a go - don’t miss the synthetic ice 
skating rink on Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th December, 10am-4pm 
on Beveridge Way. Sessions are £3.00 for twenty minutes - skates are 
provided for both children and adults.
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WALKERS
BUTCHERS and BAKERS
Simpasturegate • Newton Aycliffe • 312022

Aycliffe’s Longest Established Butcher & Baker

Fresh Turkeys (and Turkey Crowns)

Fresh Chickens

Goose/Duck (to order)

Local Beef, Pork & Lamb

All cut to your requirements
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£150

Military Pension
Dear Sir,
We once again have a Labour government in power who, like those 
since 1974–79, say they will look after our military veterans - including 
our current MP, Alan Strickland.
In 1975, Harold Wilson changed the pension structure for the Armed 
Forces, resulting in veterans receiving less money when they were 
demobbed. Later, Tony Blair introduced further changes, reducing the 
pension paid to widows of service personnel from 50% to 33%. By 
comparison, council employees’ widows currently continue to receive 
50% of their partner’s pension.
Mr Strickland visited serving military personnel in Cyprus in July this 
year, the same location where many veterans served in July 1974 
during heavy bombing, in which lives were lost.
I would therefore like to ask Mr Strickland to show his support for 
veterans by seeking to restore the pension allowance for widows to the 
previous 50%, in line with council workers.
Name and address supplied.

Is It Worth It?
Dear Sir,
There have been a few rumblings recently 
regarding the standard of service from Royal 
Mail, specifically the lack of postal days for 
letters and rumours that parcels are taking 
priority over mail in general.
I had cause to go to the sorting office at 
Newton Aycliffe to retrieve an important letter a 
couple of weeks ago. I strongly suspected that 
it would be sat there and ‘lo and behold’ it was 
- but it was not going out that day.
I spoke with the manager who informed me 
that Royal Mail are indeed prioritising parcels 
over letters and that they are only delivering 
letters every other day, whether first class 
or not. This ‘every other day postal service’ 
officially goes live in April next year and that is 
apparently across the whole country.
If this is the case, then hospitals, for one, will 
have to take this into account when issuing 
important hospital appointments. Personally, 
I can no longer see the point in paying the 
extortionate amount of £1.70 for a first class 
stamp anymore, when there is every chance 
that it is not even going to arrive next day, as 
most people paying for this service, rightfully 
expect.
Now that I have heard this officially, I felt I 
should let your readers know so that they 
can make their own informed decision as to 
whether or not they buy first or second class 
stamps going forward.
Name and  address supplied.

As Movember brought men’s health into 
the spotlight this November, the Cancer 
Champions Project is stepped forward with 
a powerful message: early detection saves 
lives. Every 90 seconds, someone in the UK is 
diagnosed with cancer. For some, spotting the 
signs early and attending routine screenings 
can save lives.
The Cancer Champions programme is a new 
initiative designed to raise awareness of the 
signs and symptoms of common cancers and 
encourage people to attend vital screening 
appointments. At its heart is a network 
of trained volunteers, known as Cancer 
Champions, who will be supporting their 
workplace or the wider community.
Prostate cancer is the most common cancer 
in men, with around 55,300 cases diagnosed 
every year in the UK. Yet many men delay 
getting checked, often because they don’t 
recognise the symptoms or feel uncomfortable 
talking about them. Movember was a timely 
reminder that these conversations matter - and 
the Cancer Champions Project is here to make 
them happen.
Over the next 12 months, the project aims 
to recruit and train 60 Cancer Champions, 
building a sustainable network that uses 
innovative digital tools and community 
engagement to spread awareness. Delivered 
in partnership by health and wellbeing charity, 
Pioneering Care Partnership, and County 
Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation Trust, 
the programme will focus on areas where 
cancer-related health inequalities are most 
common in County Durham.
This collaborative approach ensures that 
cancer awareness isn’t just a campaign - it’s a 
movement. By embedding Cancer Champions 
in workplaces and communities, the project is 
creating everyday opportunities for people to 
learn, ask questions, and act. Because, when 
it comes to cancer, knowledge really can save 
lives.
If you’re friendly, caring, and passionate, about 
making a difference, the Cancer Champion 
Project would love to hear from you. Becoming 
a Cancer Champion means helping others 
spot the signs early, attend screenings, and 
ultimately, live longer and healthier lives. Get 
in touch by emailing: cancerchampions@pcp.
uk.net or phoning 01325 321 234.

Cancer 
Champions 
Project

Cuppa & Chat
Everyone is welcome to Aycliffe Village Hall 
for a ‘Cuppa and a Chat’ on Wednesday 
10th December between 2.00pm and 
3.00pm. We look forward to seeing and 
meeting you.
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Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you through those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

Cobblers Hall Village Centre
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

Tel: (01325) 319519

•  UPVC Windows & Doors  •
•  Conservatories  •

•  Composite Doors  •
•  Bi-Folding Doors  •

Telephone 01325 468222
Email: info@bespoke-windows.co.uk

SIESTA BLINDS
BLINDS DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY

View online: www.siestablinds.com
Visit our showroom:

Whinfield Drive, Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AU
Book an appointment: 01325 309003

OPEN:
Monday-Thursday 8.00am-5.00pm

Friday 8.00am-4.00pm, Saturday by appointment

HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?
We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.

Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£89.00 inc VAT (per will) and

Free Home Visits
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE

PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

 Members of the Society of Will Writers
 F.Inst.PA (Qualifi ed Paralegal)

Established 1980 - Local Company
Supply & Installation of

Windows, Doors, Patio & French Doors,
Lightweight Tiled Roofs

We also complete all types of remedial
works to existing frames - failed units,

window and door locks.

Contact us 01325 321301
to arrange an appointment or email us on

sales@starlightwindows.co.uk

Tel: 01325 300 605                 
www.aycliffetowncentre.co.uk

At ‘Just The Perfect Gift’ you’ll discover 
cards for every occasion, scented gifts 
including handmade sizzlers, cuddly toys 
including the Jelly Cat range, scarves, 
jewellery, and more! 

Plus personalised gifts ranging from 
coasters to canvas prints; keyrings to 
phone cases; mugs to wine bottles.

JUST THE PERFECT PLACE FOR 
GREETINGS CARDS AND GIFTS
There’s a new shop opening on Beveridge Way  

in Aycliffe town centre where you will find  
that perfect gift for family and friends. 

Visit our shop now on Beveridge 
Way in Aycliffe town centre, where 

you will find the perfect gift.
Check out our Xmas Gift Ideas . . .

Mugs • Coasters • Phone Holders/Stands
Key Rings • Fridge Magnets • Canvas Prints

Photo Plaques/Stands • Phone Cases
Family Football Print • LED Wine Bottle

Scrabble Tiles Box Frames • Cards
Jewellery • Ornaments • Bath Bombs

Wax Burners/Melts/Sizzlers/Diffuser Oils
Scarves • Wedding & Anniversary Gifts •

Wrapping Paper • Nik Naks

A wide selection
of personalised
gifts suitable
for all ages

ARC TRAVEL LTD

07513 984798
info@arc-travel.co.uk
9 Seater Mini Bus available for 
airport transfers, concerts and 

other special events.
Our hassle free service will take 

you door to door in comfort, 
ring or email for details

HAVE YOU
GOT NEWS
FOR US?

We are always interested
in local news stories.

We like to feature good
news and interesting

items on achievements
& community service

Tel: Paul
01325 300212

or paul@newtonnews.co.uk

     Telephone: 01325 789589
OPENING TIMES: 8.30am-5.30pm Monday-Friday

8.30am-1.00pm Saturday
SPECIALISTS IN NEW TYRES

Servicing, MoT’s, Exhausts, Batteries, Brakes, Clutches,
Suspensions, Welding, Timing Belts and Diagnostics

ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN
No Job Too Big or Small, Give our Friendly Team a Call

Unit E460F Woodham Road, Aycliff e Business Park
Newton Aycliff e, Co. Durham DL5 6HT

01325 789589  -  Email: ayc-auto@hotmail.com

André Edmundson
Clinical Dental Technician
New Dentures & Repairs
A fully qualiÞed Clinical Dental Technician 

André has over 35 years experience in denture design

GDC No. 129799

   DENTAL
   ViTSA

CLINICAL • TECHNICAL • EXPERIENCED • PROFESSIONAL

1 Norman Terrace, Chilton, DL17 0HF

01388 721284
kate@vitsa.co.uk                                       vitsa.co.uk                              

Christmas
Lunch

Let us do the work

Enjoy a delicious
Dine-at-Home

Christmas Dinner
from Eden Grange.

Main Course - £16.50pp
Roast Turkey, Roast Beef or 
Nut Roast served with all 
the traditi onal trimmings.

Dessert - £6.50pp
Cheesecake & Cream,

Christmas Pudding,
Chocolate Fudge Cake or 

Treacle Sponge & Custard.

Order by 20th December.
Delivery available

Christmas Eve or pick up.

Book on
07523 950088
edengrangerestaurant.co.uk

A recent Woodham Academy art trip to Paris provided students with an 
opportunity to explore the city’s artistic treasures, from world-famous 
museums to hidden street art gems.  
The journey began with a visit to the stunning Sacré-Cœur Basilica in 
Montmartre. The panoramic view of Paris from the basilica’s steps was 
breathtaking. Seeing the inspirational work of street artists in Place du 
Tertres provided an inspiring start to the trip before enjoying an evening 
meal in a traditional Parisian restaurant where Van Gogh is believed to 
have visited regularly. 
Next on the itinerary was a visit to the Musée d’Orsay, a former 
railway station transformed into a haven of Impressionist and Post-
Impressionist masterpieces. The students were mesmerised by the 
works of Monet, Degas, and Renoir, amongst others. The museum’s 
grandeur and architectural beauty only added to the artistic experience. 
This was followed by a visit to Notre-Dame Cathedral, where students 
were able to take in the Gothic architecture and see the progress made 
since returning the cathedral to its former glory following the fire in 
2019. The opportunity to observe an unexpected wedding inside the 
Cathedral made the visit extra special. Following this, students enjoyed 
a guided bus tour around Paris, seeing many iconic landmarks closely, 
such as the Arc de Triomphe and the magnificent ancient Egyptian 
Luxor Obelisk. After an evening meal in Paris, the day concluded with a 
surprise trip to see the fully illuminated Eiffel Tower, which proved a real 
highlight for our students.
The second day began with breathtaking views of Paris from the 
Montparnasse Tower Observatory. Located on the fifty-sixth floor, 
the rooftop platform allowed students to take some very impressive 
photographs of panoramic views of the city. 
This was followed by a cruise on the Seine 
on the renowned Bateaux Mouches, where 
students viewed the famous Paris landmarks 
from the river. The day concluded with a 
hands-on graffiti workshop at Bercy Park, 
where the group had the chance to express 
themselves artistically through spray cans and 
urban art. Under the guidance of a local graffiti 
artist, they learned about the street art culture 
and created their own vibrant pieces.  
Before embarking on their journey home, a 
visit to the Louvre provided a fitting end to the 
trip, where students explored the countless 
galleries filled with sculptures, paintings, 
ancient artifacts and saw the world-famous 
Mona Lisa.

Woodham Paris Trip

Table Top Sale
Sunday 7th December at Simpasture Court 
from 9.00am to 2.00pm - most items 50p or 
less. Everything must go.
Free tea/coffee available.
This will be the last sale here, many thanks to 
all who have supported us over the past years.

Middridge 
History Society
At Middridge Village Hall on Wednesday 
10th December at 7.30pm.
‘The Castles of County Durham’ with 
Keith Simpson, who is Chair of Tudhoe & 
Spennymoor Local History Society, will be 
providing an interesting insight into some 
of the castles that have existed in and 
around Co. Durham. 
Everyone will be most welcome. 
Admission £3 which includes 
refreshments.
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T 01325 482999   F 01325 482989
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T 01325 318600
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Private Chapels of Rest
and Funeral Plans

Surtees House
Hilton Road
Newton Aycli� e DL5 6EN

� e truly independent family
company caring for your needs

T: 01325 318600
(24 hour)

PAGE
SPONSOR

FUTURE ISSUES
OF NEWTON NEWS

Christmas Edition: Friday 19th December
Deadline: Wednesday 17th December, 11am

New Year Publication Dates
Friday 9th January 2026

Friday 23rd January 2026
Friday 6th February 2026

Friday 20th February 2026
(Deadline: Wednesdays at 11.00am)

Advertisements are accepted at our reception
or via email to paul@newtonnews.co.uk

Office Opening Times
Closing 2.00pm on Monday 22nd December.

Minimal staff will be in attendance until
re-opening Monday 5th January 2026 at 9am

The Management & Staff
at Newton Press and
Newton News would like
to wish all Newtonians a
Merry Christmas and a
Happy, Prosperous New Year

Woodham Burn Primary School welcomed a 
special visitor as local MP, Alan Strickland, 
visited to meet with the School Council. The 
visit held personal significance, as it marked 
a return to the school 23 years after the MP 
first spent time there on a work experience 
placement.
The pupils began with thoughtful questions and 
creative ideas on how to improve their school 
and their local community. The MP praised the 
council for their commitment to improving the 
lives of their fellow pupils and their creativity 
for designing new ways to communicate such 
as their brilliant podcast. Reflecting on the 
occasion, the MP described it as “a brilliant 
experience” and expressed gratitude for the 
warm welcome from staff and pupils.
The visit underlined the importance of 
giving young people a voice in shaping their 
education and community, with Woodham Burn 
Primary continuing to shine as a place where 
children can express themselves.

MP Visits 
Woodham Burn

Aycliffe recorded one win and a loss with a postponed game against 
Matlock Town. Brian Atkinson’s side make the trip to Blyth Town this 
Saturday for the first time. Aycliffe have already played Town twice 
this season in the league and Trophy, recording one loss and one win 
against them.
18th November
Newton Aycliffe 2 v Bradford (Park Avenue) 0
Newton Aycliffe pulled off an impressive home win against playoff 
chasers Bradford. It took Jack Robertson just three minutes to find the 
net with a curling finish after he was teed up by Scott Fenwick. Just ten 
minutes later a great finish from Brennan Fitzpatrick, from outside the 
box, flew into the top corner past Bradford’s Jack Hall. The rest of the 
game saw Bradford apply pressure but Aycliffe stood firm and held on 
for three points that take them out the bottom four.
22nd November
Newton Aycliffe 0 v Emley AFC 1
This was a tight game with a sparse amount of chances for Emley 
and an even sparser amount of chances for Aycliffe. Early goals have 
became the norm at The Ashcourt and the only goal in the game was 
a penalty scored by Emley’s Gabriel Johnson in the fifth minute. In the 
second half Johnson found himself one on one with Kyle Seymour and 
Seymour pulled off a smart reflex save to deny the pacy number 10. 
Aycliffe had a lot of possession for the remainder of the second half, 
but the score remained the same and Emley had the final chance of 
the match when a breakaway from an Aycliffe set-piece gave Emley’s 
Kieron Ceesay a good striking chance, but Seymour denied him. Emley 
didn’t score from the resulting corner and the game ended 1-0.
NEW SIGNING - JAKE ORRELL
Newton Aycliffe have signed Ashington’s Jake Orrell. Orrell is no 
stranger to football at this level after featuring for both The Colliers and 
Consett AFC. He has also plied his trade for Spennymoor Town and 
Blyth Spartans in the National League North. A forward who is also 
capable of playing in the midfield and on the right wing. Orrell began 
his career at Sunderland and also had a pro contract at Chesterfield.
Upcoming Fixtures
Saturday 6th December v Blyth Town (a)
Tuesday 9th December v North Ferriby (a)
Saturday 13th December v Garforth Town (h)
Saturday 20th December v Brighouse Town (a)
Friday 26th December v Bishop Auckland (h)
Photo by Yvonne Wood of Jack Robertson celebrating his goal against 
Bradford (Park Avenue).

N.A.F.C. REPORT

People in Durham are being asked to stay 
vigilant this Winter, as crowds are expected to 
visit the city to celebrate the festive period.
With footfall increasing in the city as people 
enjoy the Christmas markets, shops and 
restaurants this month, Counter Terrorism 
Policing and Durham Constabulary are urging 
members of the public to trust their instincts 
and report anything that doesn’t seem right.
Superintendent Mark Jessop is the Head of 
Protect and Prepare at Counter Terrorism 
Policing North East. He said: “We’re delighted 
to team up with Durham Constabulary to 
launch regional support for this year’s winter 
vigilance campaign. The festive season is a 
busy time for many people, and that includes 
the police and security services who are 
working to keep people safe in our region’s 
towns and cities.
“Sadly, the terrorist threat hasn’t gone away, 
and the threat level nationally remains at 
SUBSTANTIAL, which means an attack is 
likely. Whilst there is no intelligence to suggest 
there is a specific threat to Durham, or our 
region, we still need the public to be our eyes 
and ears and help keep each other safe. 
Counter Terrorism Policing is working around 
the clock with MI5 and other partners to 
monitor the threat and protect our communities 
from harm. Last year we arrested more people 
for terrorism related offences than in previous 
years, but the support of the public is essential 
to our mission to keep people safe.
“Our message is simple. If you see something 
that doesn’t feel right, please report it to 
police or security staff. Don’t worry that 
you’re wasting our time, we take every report 
seriously. Let’s look out for each other this 
winter, so that everyone can enjoy the season 
safely.”
The request comes as national figures 
revealed that 19 late-stage attack plots were 
disrupted by the police and MI5 since 2020, 
including three that were stopped last year. 
Like many other cities across the UK, police in 
Durham are taking appropriate, precautionary 
steps to deter terrorists and to promote 
vigilance.
Durham Constabulary Superintendent Dean 
Haythornthwaite said: “Our officers work 24/7 
every day of the year to make sure Durham is 
a safe place to work and live and while there 
is no specific threat to our area, more can 
always be done which is why we welcome the 
collaboration with our colleagues at Counter 
Terrorism Policing. We would encourage 
anyone who sees anything suspicious this 
winter to report it and help us to keep the 
streets safe where you live.”
If you spot something suspicious, or think you 
might have useful information, please report it 
in confidence on 0800 789 321, or at gov.uk/
ACT - in the case of an emergency, always 
call 999.

Public Urged
to be Vigilant
This Winter
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Woodham Golf & Country Club
Burnhill Way , Newton Aycliff e, Co. Durham DL5 4PN

Tel: 01325 319977 (option 1)
E: woodhamproshop@googlemail.com

golf@woodhamgolfandleisure.co.uk

16 Months

Membership

for the

price of

12 Months

1st Dec 2025 - 31st Mar 2027
M E M B E R S H I P

P R I C E S

A chance quest for coffee and cake has resulted in a brand-new adult 
training boat and strengthened community bonds between Durham 
Freemasons and the Chester-Le-Street Amateur Rowing Club.
Earlier this year, the Durham Freemasons Parkrunners visited Chester-
Le-Street Parkrun, only to discover that their usual post-run café spot 
was unexpectedly closed. Determined not to miss their traditional 
coffee, cake and banter ritual, the runners wandered over to the nearby 
Chester-Le-Street Amateur Rowing Club, which happened to be open 
and warmly welcomed them inside.
Over steaming mugs and friendly conversation, members of the 
Parkrun group learned that the rowing club faced a major challenge. 
Despite growing adult membership, the club lacked an adult-sized 
training boat, an essential piece of equipment for safely introducing 
new rowers to the sport. Encouraged to apply, the Durham Freemasons 
Charity received a formal request and approved a £4,500 grant to fully 
fund the much-needed boat.
On Saturday 29th November, the Durham Freemasons Parkrunners 
returned to the Rowing Club after completing their latest Riverside 
Parkrun to formally hand over the new boat and present the grant 
certificate. They stayed to enjoy coffee and cake, this time in 
celebration.
Martin Rankin, Assistant Head of Durham Freemasons and Chair of 
the Durham Freemasons Charity, led the handover. Rankin, who had 
not been in a rowing boat since his days in the Sea Cadets, also took 
the opportunity to take the new craft out onto the water. He said: “This 
is the perfect example of how unexpected community connections can 
turn into something lasting and meaningful. What began as a search for 
coffee has grown into a partnership that supports grassroots sport and 
strengthens local opportunities. We are delighted to help the Rowing 
Club expand its adult training and to see this boat already making a 
difference.”
With smiles, gratitude, and many slices of cake, the collaboration born 
from a closed café has become a shining example of community spirit. 
It is truly Run By Coffee!
The new adult training boat is already supporting newcomers to the 
sport and will play a key role in growing the club’s inclusive rowing 
programme.

Run By Coffee!

Bespoke furniture makers based in 
Newton Aycliffe. 

Designed, Manufactured and Installed. 
Residential and Commercial. 

Handmade kitchens, Wardrobes, Alcove shelving, 
Dining tables, Sideboards, Benches, Bars, Bookcases, 

Reception desks and more! 

Find us on Instagram @howarthbespoke 
to see our work.  

Adam@howarthbespoke.co.uk     07930395533 

Pupils at St. Joseph’s were treated to an extraordinary educational 
experience when Adam and James from Kielder Observatory visited 
with their remarkable inflatable planetarium. This immersive dome 
transported children on a journey through the cosmos, allowing them to 
explore stars, planets and galaxies in a way that truly brought science 
to life.
Following the planetarium adventure, pupils participated in an 
interactive workshop focused on Light. The session went beyond 
the basics, introducing pupils to the fascinating concepts of infrared 
and ultraviolet light. Using specialist equipment, including diffraction 
glasses, an infrared camera, and UV-sensitive beads, children 
investigated how light behaves and uncovered the hidden world 
beyond what the human eye can see. These hands-on demonstrations 
sparked curiosity, encouraged scientific thinking, and made complex 
ideas accessible and engaging.
Adding to the excitement, some pupils had the unique opportunity to 
explore the school’s exclusive meteorite collection, which forms part 
of its science programme. This collection includes genuine fragments 
of rock from space, originating from the Moon, Mars, and the asteroid 
belt. Handling real pieces of celestial bodies provided pupils with a 

The Wonders of Space & Light

tangible connection to our solar system and 
made the experience truly unforgettable.
Head Teacher (Mrs Evans) commented:
“This event was a fantastic opportunity 
to inspire our pupils and deepen their 
understanding of science. The combination of 
interactive learning and real-world artefacts 
made the day both educational and awe-
inspiring.”
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We are looking to recruit an Administrati on 
Assistant to work in our offi  ce on the Newton 
Aycliff e Business Park. Forty hours per week 
Monday - Friday 8.30am - 5pm. 

Main Purpose:
Working with the Operati onal Support Manager 
to provide support to the Operati ons Director, 
Operati ons Team, and wider business.

General Duti es and Responsibiliti es:
• Support the Operati onal Support Manager
 with all general administrati on duti es
• Preparing and distributi ng Site Safety Folders
 and all relevant documentati on within (i.e.
 Programme, CPHSP, RAMS, etc.)
• Arranging purchase orders, subcontractor
 orders and credit card payments 
• Preparing and issuing quotati ons for Clients
• Support with vehicle maintenance
• Support with annual holiday planning 
• Assist with compilati on of reports

Full Job Descripti on available on interview

Administrati on Experience Preferred - 1 year

Competi ti ve Salary and Benefi ts. 

Please send CV and covering lett er to:
hrteam@forti svision.com

Closing date for applicati ons is close of business 
Friday 12th December 20265

SITUATIONS VACANT

St. Joseph’s 
proudly marked UK 
Parliament Week 
with an inspiring visit 
from local Member 
of Parliament, Alan 
Strickland. The event 
aimed to deepen 
pupils’ understanding 
of democracy and the 
role of Parliament in 
shaping the nation.
During his visit, Mr. 
Strickland spoke to 
the children about 
his responsibilities 
as an MP and 
the importance of representing constituents. He then took part in a 
lively Q&A session, where pupils asked thoughtful questions using 
the traditional ‘bob’ system, mirroring the practice in the House of 
Commons.
Deputy Headteacher, Mr Hunt, commented, “This was a fantastic 
opportunity for our pupils to learn about how decisions are made 
and how their voices can make a difference. We are grateful to Alan 
Strickland for taking the time to engage with our students and inspire 
them to be active citizens.”
One pupil shared their excitement about the experience, “I really 
enjoyed learning about how Parliament works and asking questions. It 
made me feel like our opinions matter.”
The visit was part of a nationwide initiative to encourage young people 
to learn about Parliament, politics and civic engagement.

UK Parliament Week Christmas 
Services
Services at St Michael’s Church
7th December, 4.00pm - Christingle Service. 
A joyful family-friendly start to the Christmas 
season.
14th December, 6.00pm - 9 Lessons & Carols. 
Traditional carols sung by an enhanced choir, 
with lessons read by representatives from the 
community. All are warmly invited to join us 
afterwards for mulled wine and mince pies.
21st December, 6.00pm - Christmas Evening 
at St Michael’s. A festive community event 
featuring live music and singing. Seasonal 
refreshments served from 5.15pm.
22nd December, 7.00pm - Blue Christmas 
Service. A gentle, reflective service for those 
who find Christmas a difficult time.
Christmas Eve, 3.00pm - Carols Round the 
Tree. Don your Christmas jumpers and join in 
the fun for this much-loved family favourite!
Christmas Eve, 8.30pm - Communion by 
Candlelight. A warm and uplifting candlelit 
service, led by Revd David Payne, welcoming 
Christmas in a spirit of peace and joy. Please 
note the earlier start time of 8.30pm.
Christmas Day, 9.30am - Christmas Morning 
Worship with Holy Communion. Join us in 
celebration with worship, carols and a true 
spirit of Christmas. The service will end in 
candlelight, as we form a circle around the 
nave, each holding a candle of hope.

Services at St Andrew’s Church, Bolam
20th December, 7.00pm - Community 
Carol Service. Celebrate the season with 
your favourite carols and festive cheer. 
Refreshments served afterwards.
Christmas Day, 9.30am - Christmas Morning 
Worship with Holy Communion. Christmas 
morning celebration with joyful worship and 
traditional carols.
May the light of Christ fill your heart with 
peace, your home with joy, and your life with 
hope this Christmas season.

Sarah Gray, on behalf of Husqvarna 
employees, handed over £180.00 on Tuesday 
25th November to Thelma Cook and Nora 
Brewster from the Busy Bees at Shildon 
(Supporting local Charities).
Funds were raised by the team when they 
raffled a 4-night stay in a cabin with hot tub.
Money was also raised by Audrey Barker 
selling off her Christmas crafts.

Busy Bees

The Great Aycliffe Cancer Support Group will hold its next coffee 
morning on Friday 12th December 2025 between 10.00am-12noon in 
the shop and hub in Newton Aycliffe town centre, opposite Savers.   
We welcome everyone from the surrounding area to come along and 
enjoy a cuppa and home-made cakes, and to find out how Great 
Aycliffe Cancer Support Group supports anybody within Newton 
Aycliffe and surrounding towns/villages who have been affected by 
cancer.
This much needed local charity now has two shops open during 
the week in Newton Aycliffe Town Centre, opposite Savers, and in 
Darlington, opposite the entrance to the Cornmill Centre. Within the 
Aycliffe shop is an information hub for members of the community 
who have received a cancer diagnosis, are living with cancer or are 
receiving treatment for cancer.  
Services provided by the charity include the following:
•	 Providing information on issues affecting cancer patients.
•	 Patient transport.
•	 Influencing cancer services in the future.
•	 Regular social activities, with others affected by cancer.
•	 Assistance with benefits claims.
•	 Day trips, social events, meals out. 
•	 Confidential and emotional support in a safe & friendly environment.
•	 Use of our holiday caravans.
You can keep in touch with our future events and fundraising 
opportunities by visiting our Facebook Page from our website:
www.greataycliffecancersupportgroup.co.uk - Contact details can be 
found on the website or alternatively call 07442 991859.

Coffee Morning

Fibromyalgia
This is a safe supportive space where you can 
connect, share and find real understanding 
from others attending. Refreshments will be 
available.
The group meets weekly, every Tuesday 
afternoon from 12 noon to 2pm. Meetings are 
held at the Bus Preservation Society, Langton 
Business Park, Aycliffe Business Park, Newton 
Aycliffe DL5 6BL (behind Aycliffe Physio) – if 
you can afford a donation that would be great.
No need to book, just pop along … anyone 
can attend with you (partner, friend, carer).
Contact for the group is: 07543 477773.
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Bringing your Business to Life!

01325 300212 - www.newtonpress.net

AYCLIFFE’S

PRINT
SHOP

01325 300212 - www.newtonpress.net

Another New Service . . .
Plan Prints (A2, A1, A0)
 Scanned, Copied and/or Printed
 Posters, Display Boards, Table Plans 
 Flags, Banners, Signage

Contact Stuart
Tel: 01325 300212

stu@newtonpress.net

INDOOR AND OUTDOOR
Banners, Signs, Flags and Posters - ALL SIZES
 Produced on paper, card, plastic, vinyl, foam board, metal, wood,
  perspex, brushed steel, fabric, mesh, fluted, self adhesive, dry wipe.

  Contact Stu at your local printer
  01325 300212 or email stu@newtonpress.net

GGANCERANCER
t Aycliffet Aycliffe

Support GroupSupport Group

Come and visit

SANTA’S
GROTTO

at the
Great Aycliff e Cancer Hub, Darlington

(next to Lloyd’s Bank)
on

Saturday 13th December 2025
from 11.00am to 2.00pm

All we ask is a minimum
donation of £1.00, your
child will see Santa and
receive a present.

The Grinch, Mrs Claus and the
Naughty Elves will be there.

Hot chocolate available
(for a small fee)

Th e County Council Of Durham
(A167 Ricknall Lane, Newton Aycliff e)
(Temporary Road Closure) Order 2025

Th e Council on 31/1/2025 made the above Order under Section 14(1) of the 
Road Traffi  c Regulation Act 1984 as amended, to prohibit all vehicular traffi  c 
from proceeding on the following lengths of road, a 5.36 kilometre length of the 
A167 between its junctions with the A689 Rushyford Roundabout and the B6443 
St Cuthberts Way, Newton Aycliff e to enable carriageway re-surfacing works to 
be undertaken. An alternative route will be available to vehicular traffi  c from the 
northern side of the closure from A167/A689 Rushyford Roundabout, westerly 
on A689 to Bishop Auckland, south westerly on A688 to Tindale Crescent then 
south easterly on A6072 to the junction with B6444 to Aycliff e, or continuing 
south on A6072 onto A68 leading to A1(M) Junction 58 Burtree to the southern 
side of the closure, and vice versa. Local diversions will be available between A167 
and Ricknall Lane via Lime Lane. Th e maximum duration of the Order is 18 
months. Th e resurfacing works were carried out from the 10/2/2025 over a period 
of 5 nights, however it is now necessary to carry out additional carriageway re-
surfacing works which will be carried out between 8pm and 6am from Monday 
15/12/2025 for a period of 2 nights. On occasions, alternative dates for the closure 
may be necessary and these will be signed on site accordingly. 

DATED:  5/12/2025

Helen Bradley
Director of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham, DH1 5UL

PESTGUARDPESTGUARD
PEST CONTROL SERVICES

Commercial, Domestic & Industrial
Newton Aycliff e Based

Your number one local pest controller who has over 40 
years trading in pest control throughout the north east.

Licensed, Insured and Qualifi ed
National Pest Technicians Association Member

24 Hours Response
Free Quotes and Advice Given

E: pestguard1@gmail.comE: pestguard1@gmail.com
W: www.pestguard1.co.ukW: www.pestguard1.co.uk

T: 01325 301063T: 01325 301063
M: 07790 732089M: 07790 732089

Vane Road had a very special guest this week speaking in their 
Monday Assembly, Mark Solan. Mark is the Founder of The Solan 
Connor Fawcett Family Cancer Trust (Team Solan) an amazing charity 
based in Spennymoor who has raised thousands of pounds to support 
families battling with Cancer. As part of our Career’s Curriculum, Mark 
talked to the children about a day in the life of a Charity Founder. He 
also detailed the roles of his team and the volunteers who help run the 
charity. The children asked thought provoking questions such as, “How 
did you become a founder of this charity?” and “What kind of support 
does your charity offer?”  
Mark commented on the children’s excellent behaviour during his 
Assembly. As a thank you to Mark, we are inviting our children to make 
a small donation to wear their Winter Jumpers on the 17th December. 
The Solan Connor Fawcett Family Cancer Trust (Team Solan). 
teamsolan.org.uk

Mark Solan Visits Vane Road

Dear Newtonians,
We would like to share some exciting news 
with you. This December marks the 40th 
anniversary of our first service at St Elizabeth’s 
of Hungary.   
Over the past 40 years we have seen many 
changes in terms of incumbents, clergy, 
church wardens, congregations etc, but one 
thing has remained constant and that is our 
commitment to the community. 
We are marking this special anniversary with 
a celebration coffee morning on Saturday 
6th December, opening at 10.00am. There 
will be an opportunity to meet with friends 
old and new; to reminisce over the history 
and achievements over the years. There will 
be a raffle, crafts for all ages and seasonal 
refreshments with also the opportunity to look 
around and take a moment of quiet in this 
busy season. We will be offering a soup lunch 
for anyone who would like to stay and share 
some added time together.  
We will also be holding a special service on 
Sunday 7th December, at 10.30am, where 
we will be offering extra thanks to God for the 
Past, Present and Future of our Church in the 
Parish of Great Aycliffe. 
Please know that you all are very much 
included in this and the invitation is for all to 
come along. 
From that tiny seed grown in a home group 
started over 40 years ago, something quite 
remarkable has grown. 
Rev. Helen Musson
Helen, Christine and Milly (Church Wardens).

St Elizabeth’s 
40th Anniversary

Prevention Training
Dear Sir,
I am writing to you about the amount of times our local emergency 
services have been called out to suicide and self-harm incidents. 
The Government currently doesn’t ensure our emergency services 
provide staff with any national standard of suicide prevention training; 
and yet, Samaritans found that last year, North East Ambulance Service 
were called out to 40,016 mental health-related and 21,481 suicide and 
self harm-related incidents. These new figures show just how often our 
local emergency workers are in contact with those in suicidal crisis - and 
why training all emergency response workers in suicide prevention is 
urgent.  
Right now, our emergency responders and anyone who is in crisis from 
our community are being failed. These workers are often first on the 
scene when someone is suicidal, so providing them with the skills and 
confidence they need to identify and support anyone who is suicidal 
could save lives. 
I urge readers to email your local MP and back Samaritans’ call for 
mandatory suicide prevention training for our emergency responders, to 
help reduce lives lost to suicide in the area. 
Susan Teasdale,
Local resident.
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MP’s UpdateMP’s Update

E: alan.strickland.mp@parliament.uk

Another blank week for our teams scheduled 
to play at the Oakleaf, however, a few teams 
did manage to play:
Sunderland City Juniors 0 v U13 Eagles 
(Cup) 1
The lads started the game very well. After 
a cross into the box, the ball broke to Noah 
H, to shoot from just outside the box, hits 
the underside of the crossbar and crossed 
the line, back out for Patrick to shoot, again 
crosses the line, but not given. Patrick struck 
again and finally the goal given. Second half 
was tougher, Ethan keeping the lads in it, to 
earn a place in the quarter finals.
Gateshead 2 v U13 Girls 2
Aycliffe dominated the first half, but Gateshead 
were the first to score. HT 1-0. Second half 
and Poppy went up front, she received the ball 
from the half way line, through their defensive 
line and slotted it past the keeper. With Aycliffe 
pushing high, Gateshead scored to take the 
lead. However, Amelia made a break down 
the right wing, cut inside and smashed the ball 
past the keeper. POTM: Goalkeeper Daisy, 
pulling off amazing saves.
U9 Eagles v Gateshead Fell
A quick start from Gateshead saw them grab 
a goal from a defensive error. However, a 
resilient Aycliffe came fighting back with two 
goals from Luke T. And the third goal came 
from a sensational lob from just past the half-
way line for Ollie.
U10 Pumas v Hetton Juniors
Pumas only had six players available for 
the game. Hetton took an early lead before 
Louisa’s corner found Millie Pickard for the 
equaliser. Millie Vickers ran clear of the 
defence to score before half time to put the 
Pumas 2-1 up. Another great through ball 
found Sophie who held the ball up well before 
scoring the third.

Aycliffe Youth Football NewsAycliffe Youth Football News

Great Aycliffe Town 
Council officially 
recognised the winners 
of this years Community 
Enhancement Garden 
competition last week. 
The winners in the 
three categories each 
received their trophy and 
certificate from the Mayor 
of Great Aycliffe. 
The overall garden 
winner was Mrs and Mr 
Stayman from Burghley 
Mews. Their garden has 
been immaculate and 
appreciated by all their 
neighbours and visitors 
throughout the summer, 
with an excellent show 
still available into 
October. 
The best Community garden was awarded to the residents of a street of bungalows at St 
Andrews Close, Aycliffe Village. They have worked together, planting pots and hanging baskets 
along the front of their properties. The combined effect was a sea of colour for much of the 
summer.
Finally, the best hanging basket/ flower tub display was awarded to a property in Marshal Road. 
Judges thought the garden stood out as it was dotted with various garden ornaments, painted 
fences and flower baskets on every available space. The effect created a bright characterful 
garden that made many people smile as they walked by.
Congratulations to all the winners and thank you to those who nominated them.

Community Enhancement 
Garden Competition

U10 Wildcats v Gateshead Cleveland Hall
Injury and sickness meant that only seven 
girls were available, but they worked so hard 
for each other for the full game. Aycliffe went 
down 1-0 early in the game, but fought back 
to equalise following an excellent solo effort 
from Elise. In the second half they continued 
to attack and Freya added four goals with four 
assists from Matilda, the pick of the bunch, 
a lovely well worked goal down the left hand 
side. Defensively it was an excellent game 
with Sienna, Floretta and Emily working really 
hard to win the ball before starting numerous 
attacks.
Wildcats Girls Development and Little 
Eagles Boys Development
After another three teams started their 
footballing journey, we now have spaces 
available for Year 1 boys and girls at our 
development academies, if you are interested 
and need more info contact Berni 07939 
045242.

It was really inspiring to visit five of our local schools to mark Parliament 
Week, an annual event to increase understanding of Parliament, our 
democracy and participation in public life.
The school council at Woodham Burn Primary School asked brilliant 
questions and were full of great ideas for adding new equipment to the 
playground. After our meeting, the school council members took me on 
a tour of the school. The students were a real credit to our town.
The school had also run a competition for the students to pitch their 
ideas to me about how we can all improve the environment. I’m very 
grateful to the 65 students who wrote down or drew their many ideas 
for what we could do. From these brilliant ideas, I’ve picked three 
winners, who will be receiving certificates and small prizes from the 
parliamentary gift shop very soon! 
At St Joseph’s Primary School I took questions from a number of 
classes in the school hall. To add some fun and give a taste of life in 
Parliament, I asked the pupils to ‘bob’ to ask questions rather than raise 
their hands - this is the tradition in the Commons that members stand 
up to show they’d like to speak. What followed was an energetic and 
enthusiastic question time! Again the questions were excellent, with the 
young people showing real concern about a wide range of issues and 
coming up with lots of ideas for improving our town and wider world. 
At Elemore Hall special school in Chilton, the students in the junior 
leadership team showed me round the school, so I could meet and take 
questions about Parliament and democracy from a range of classes. 
It was great to hear about the work happening at the school to involve 
young people in democracy - shaping ideas for the changes they want 
to see. 
I also had wonderful visits to Ferryhill School, where I took questions 
from year 10 about a wide range of issues and to Dean Bank Primary 
School to meet the pupils there.
All of the visits showed just how interested young people in our 
communities are in the world around them. I was struck by their 
motivation to make a difference and to powerful ideas they had to 
improve their schools and society more broadly. Really inspiring and 
I look forward to continuing to encourage young people to have their 
voices heard as I visit schools throughout the year. 
In other news, the Labour government has delivered its Budget for this 
year. I was particularly pleased to see full compensation announced 
for members of the British Coal Staff Superannuation Scheme which 
affects many of us locally. I’ve been campaigning on this since my 
election, both in the House of Commons and privately with ministers, so 
I’m really proud to see a good resolution for members of the Scheme.
It was also good to see measures in the Budget to tackle the cost-of-
living crisis, which I know has been having a huge impact on people 
in our area. Because of steps taken by the Chancellor, an average of 
£150 will be taken off the cost of household energy bills. I’m also really 
pleased that the Labour government have frozen prescription charges 
and rail fares, and have expanded free breakfast clubs to save more 
families more money, putting more money in families’ pockets.

Woke up Saturday morning 22nd 
November to find that I had been 
barricaded in without any form of 
prior notice.
Not only could I not use my car, but 
there was no way I could physically 
leave my property on foot as the 
only egress point was the drive and 
this was cordoned off with heavy 
barriers.
I talked to several of the workmen, 
informing them that I needed to 
leave, not one of them spoke 
English, all they would say was ‘Rumanian’ or ‘BT’.
The company signage read ‘DLF Group’, but no search of the internet 
could identify them as a bone-fide company, or provide a contact 
telephone number. I tried to contact DCC Highways Department, but as 
expected, they are closed over the weekend.
Besides the extreme inconvenience of being imprisoned within my own 
property, how was I to know if their intentions weren’t egregious?
Why are non English speaking foreign contractors allowed to severely 
inconvenience property owners without having the ability to explain 
themselves, surely an interpreter should be a minimum requirement?
Have any other residents had dealings with this outfit?
Name and address supplied.

Trapped . . .
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Funeral
Cards

Completed within 
24 hours

NEWTON 
PRESS
300212

sales@newtonpress.net

Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Opticians

Aycliffe 
COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification

PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades  -  Data Recovery
Windows 11 Installation

Broadband Installation
Networking  -  Anti Virus

Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

No Call Out Charge Within 
Newton News Circulation area

Contact Rob
07841 867170
aycliffecomputers@gmail.com

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED 
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER 

BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

Computers

MOBILITY SCOOTER
Wheelchair, 

All Mobility Items,
Any Condition.

T. 07401 133459

Wanted

Obituary

Sudoku
 9    2

 2       5 1

      6 4 2

   5  8  2

  2 9    7 6

   4  7  1

  5 7 4

 1 3       9

     3    8

PUZZLE CORNER

Mobile
Hairdresser
Cuts from £12.00

Perms from £40.00

Julie 07801 192417
to book an appointment

Hairdressing

In Memoriam

Marjorie Robinson 

6th November 2025
Passed away 
peacefully at home, 
aged 85.
Wife of the late Albert 
Robinson; beloved 
Mam to Neil, Sharon, 
Paul, Mark, Barry 
and Diane; much 
loved Mother-in-Law, 
Nanna and Great 
Grandmother.
A big thank you to the 
community nurses, 
Premier Care and 
Marie Curie for 
all their care and 
support.
The funeral was 
held at Wear Valley 
Crematorium.

Mr Malcolm 
Thomas Doherty 

Sadly passed 
away, peacefully, 
on 8th November in 
Darlington Memorial 
Hospital.
Thank you to all the 
staff for their support.
Malcolm is sadly 
missed by his carer 
and daughter.

Accommodation

Three Bedroom 
semi detached house 
in Woodham to let 
with secure garden, 
off road parking and 
garage.
£650 per month.
Please contact Neil 
Armstrong on 07770 
965148

Joyce McCartin

25th November 2024
You may not be here, 
but you’ll always be 
remembered for the 
wonderful person 
you were. You were 
loved and will never 
be forgotten.
Love, Val, Kimberley, 
Bethany, Jessica, 
Matthew, Amelia and 
Isabelle xx

Stephen Paul 
Ibinson

50th Birthday 
Remembrance 

30/11/75
R e m e m b e r i n g 
you on your 50th 
birthday. We miss 
you more than 
words can say and 
will always cherish 
the memories we 
shared.
Today we celebrate 
your life and the love 
you brought us.
We are sending all 
our love to you and 
Dad.
Love you always, 
love, Mam and 
family; Wife Marion 
and family in Ireland 
xxx

Mary Vickers

1935 - 2025
Passed away 
suddenly on 12th 
November 2025.
Wife of the late 
Denis; Mother of 
Paul, Kevin and the 
late Linda; Mother-
in-Law to Carol and 
Colin; Grandma, 
Great Grandma 
and Great Great 
Grandma.
Friends and family 
please meet 
at Darlington 
Crematorium on 
Thursday 11th 
December at 3.00pm

Redvers Williams 

Of Newton Aycliffe, 
formerly Ferryhill, 
passed away  
peacefully on 2nd 
November, aged 90 
years.
Dearly beloved 
Husband to Joan; 
a much loved Dad, 
Grandad and Great 
Grandad.
The funeral 
service took place 
on Monday 1st 
December at Durham 
Crematorium.

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence

Christopher Clark trading as Chris Clark 
Transport of 54 Staindrop Road, West Auckland, 
Co Durham, DL14 9JX is applying to change an 
existing licence as follows: To add an operating 
centre to keep 8 goods vehicles and 8 trailers 
at Chris Clark Transport, Yard 2, IES Centre, 
Horndale Avenue, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6DS.
Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) 
near the operating centres who believe that their 
use or enjoyment of that land would be affected, 
should make written representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at Quarry House, Quarry 
Hill, Leeds, LS2 7UE stating their reasons, within 
21 days of this notice.
Representors must at the same time send a 
copy of their representations to the applicant 
at the address given at the top of this notice. A 
Guide to Making Representations is available at: 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-guide-
to-making-representations-objections-and-
complaints-goods-vehicle-operator-licensing

5th December 2025

Licensing

John McRoberts 

7th December 2018
John, it is seven long 
years, you will always 
be treasured forever 
in our memory.
The presence I 
miss, the memory I 
treasure, loving you 
always, forgetting 
you never.
Nanna, Dad, Tyler

Ian Cutter

Passed away on 9th 
December 2024.
Loved and missed 
every day. Always in 
my heart.
Loving Wife, Heather

Rachel Maughan

Remembered with 
love, my beautiful 
Sister Rachel 
Maughan, taken from 
us 10 years ago on 
8th December 2015. 
Deep in our hearts 
a memory is kept of 
one who we loved 
and will never forget.

For Sale

Wheelchair, Dog 
ramp, dog grooming 
table, wicker basket.
Tel: 01325 320800.

Apex Rapid mobility 
scooter, excellent 
condition. £850.
Tel 07732 067573

Rose-Marie Meade 

Of Newton Aycliffe, 
formerly of East 
London, passed 
away unexpectedly 
on 11th November 
aged 57 years.
Very much loved 
and missed by her 
Daughter, Wenzday 
and Partner, Mark.
Rose-Marie is going 
to be sadly missed 
by family, friends and 
the community of 
Newton Aycliffe and 
around the world.
Will family and friends 
please meet for a 
service at Durham 
Crematorium on 
Wednesday 17th 
December at 3pm.

A popular food 
festival, promising 
something for the 
whole family, will 
return next summer, 
with applications 
now open for 
traders.
Delivered by 
Durham County 
Council, Seaham 
Food Festival will 
return to the region’s 
coast for a weekend 
of food, fun and 
entertainment on 
Saturday 1st and 
Sunday 2nd August. 
Attracting thousands of visitors each year, and featuring more 
than 120 traders, there’s something for everyone at the event, 
from street food and sweet treats to local beverages and savoury 
goods. Plus, applications are now open for traders interested in 
running a stall next year.
Interested traders are asked to include as much information as 
possible about their business in their application, including latest 
news and awards, images of their stall, social media handles, and 

details of their produce. 
Potential applicants have until Thursday 
12th February to apply, which can be done 
online.
As with other years, the cookery theatre will 
be a highlight of this year’s festival and will 
feature a series of cookery demonstrations 
from a star-studded line up of TV chefs, 
details of whom will be revealed next year. 
For more information, and to find the link to 
the application form for traders, visit:
www.seahamfoodfestival.co.uk

Seaham Food Festival

FOR ALL YOUR 
PRINTING

REQUIREMENTS
Newton Press 
 Tel: 300212
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Time Served Royal Horticultural Society Arborist
• Felling, Dismantling & Pruning • Hedge Cutting

• STUMP GRINDING AND REMOVAL
• Local Authority Approved Contractor

All Areas Covered - Free Quotations and Advice

Alexander Walker TechArborA., ND Arb., SOC Arb
Fully Insured - Professionally Trained - Aycliffe Based

07544 802052
www.awtreecare.co.uk

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work

Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking & 

Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432

Mobile: 07765 374 905

Gardening

Alpine Landscapes
Patios, Driveways, 

Fencing, Decking, Gravel, 
Turfing, Walls. All work 
guaranteed. 25 years 

experience, est 15 years, 
professional advice.

alpinelandscapes.co.uk 
Alan on 07974 710351

ROSEWOOD
TREE WORK
Felled, Pruned, Hedges 
Cut, Fencing, Gravel.

All aspects of
groundwork considered.

20% off for OAPs.
Tel 01325 319972
or 07740 999075

Fences Erected & Repaired

For a Free Quotation
contact Sean on 

07393 738755
srhfencing@yahoo.com

Call Alan
on

07908 793 010

For a FREE quote

Funeral
Cards 

Completed within 
24 hours

NEWTON 
PRESS
300212

sales@newtonpress.net

Builder

Jeff HorsleyJeff Horsley
28 years experience

Full Build of Extensions
Porches, Garages,

Garden Walls, Patios,
Concreting and Re-Pointing

FREE ESTIMATES
Guaranteed Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01325 313939Tel: 01325 313939
or or 07970 86996707970 869967

Suites and Chairs
New Foams & Springs
Large Pattern Range

Free Estimates & Advice

TEL: 01740 655908
After hours: 07775 535915

RE-UPHOLSTERY

NEWAVE FURNITURE

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES

• Carpet and 
Upholstery cleaning
• Leather cleaning 

and repair
• Pressure washing

• Gutter clean & repair
• End of tenancy cleans

• Domestic and  
Commercial cleaning
• Janitorial supplies

• Fully insured

07895 697115
01325 496939

GUTTER 
CLEANING 

SERVICE
Gutters, Fascia and 

Soffits cleaned.
Paul 07399 628345

StainStainKleenKleen
Professional Cleaning Services for Carpets, Upholstery, Rugs

and Leather Cleaning - Hard Floor Cleaning
RAPID DRYING - FULLY INSURED

Contact 07817 573604
Website: www.stainkleen.co.uk

Home Services

‘Laundry Ladies’
Offering a wash, 
dry and ironing 

service (domestic 
or commercial). 

Free collection and 
drop off included. 

Tel 07928 768744 or 
laundryladies16@gmail.com

‘Cleaning Angels’
For all your cleaning 
needs. Commercial 
cleaning available.

End of tenancy,
holiday lets, builders 
cabins, oven cleans, 

office cleaning, window 
cleaning (up to 8ft), 

ironing service available. 
Competitive rates.

Sanitising & Fogging
Find us on Facebook

Angela 07518 798 595

For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338

waterways@talktalk.net

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs    Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes    Power Flushing

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596

Mobile 07931 591381

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs
Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing
Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

 
 
 

Plumbing

•  Boiler Repairs  •  Boiler Servicing  •
New Boiler Installati ons & Heati ng Systems

•  Qualifi ed Gas Engineer  •
•  ALL PLUMBING WORKS UNDERTAKEN  •

•  Reliable Service  •  Tidy Work  •
•  Free Quotati ons  •  Boilers from £999  •

•  Finance Opti ons Available  •

Call Mark on T: 07340 826 219
or 01325 802 212 (Aycliff e Offi  ce)
E: info@absoluteplumbingandheat.co.uk 

A friendly local company

669174

HOUSEHOLD 
PLUMBING
Plumbing & Heating

Gas Installations
Repairs & Servicing

Landlords Certificates

01325 327290
07790 044455

BrushstrokesBrushstrokes
DecoratorsDecorators

Free no obligation quotes and
advice from a time served

painter & decorator. 
Interior & exterior work, 

no job too small. 
End of tenancy clean up for 

landlord’s. Gutters and fascias 
cleaned from £60. 

Discounts for OAP & NHS staff
Tel: 01325 312953Tel: 01325 312953

Mobile: 07587 140912Mobile: 07587 140912

G. CROSSEN
PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07340 606402
Time Served  -  C&G  -  Established 1998

S. Sowerby Decorators
All aspects interior & exterior catered for, large/small

Private Dwellings, Commercial, Shops, Offices,
Public House, Landlords and Estates Welcome

Contact Steve
for a free estimate
Telephone: 07896 277593
Email: stevetopdecs@hotmail.co.uk

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator

Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate
01325 483 697

or 07745 037 754

DRAGON 
DECORATORS
All aspects of interior 
& exterior decorating, 
including children’s 

artwork. Over 30 years 
experience. Member of 

“Checked & Vetted”. No 
job too small,
free estimates.

Contact Colin on 
07952 364426

Decorating

Removals

ASK Services
Man + Van, Removal, 

Delivery and lots more.
Contact Paul

07399 628345

R.S.
REMOVALS

Single Items to
Full House Moves

Telephone:
07860 560295

DLPDLP
GARDEN SERVICESGARDEN SERVICES

Call for a quoteCall for a quote
07854 68471207854 684712
Fencing & LandscapingFencing & Landscaping
     DLPGardenServices     DLPGardenServices

• FENCING
• PATIOS
• LAWNS

• DECKING
• and MORE

 Car Chargers
 Fuse Box Replacement
 Extra Sockets & Lights
 Landlord Inspections
 Experienced Electrician
 Tidy & Reliable
 Free Quotes & Advice
 OAP Discounts

No Job Too Small
Give Richard a Call

07859 021039

Established 2005

• Fuse Board Upgrades •
• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •

• EV Chargers Installed •
• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •

• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on 

01325 520526
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)

Website: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

Electrical

Foster Joinery Services
All Aspects of Joinery Undertaken

From inside the home: Doors, Skirting and Architrave, 
Staircases and revamping what you already have,

Loft entrances and Loft Ladders.
To the outside: Doors, Decking, Fencing.

Plastering
No job too small - Can supply all materials

Just ring 07748 967374 for a FREE quote

Joinery

C SMILLIE
• Joinery •
• Building •

• Decorating •
Established 1984 - 40th Anniversary

Apprenticeship Served

312024  after 6pm
Published on the First and 
Third Friday of each month

Property Repairs 
& Maintenance
From fencing & decking

repaired or replaced outside
to internal refurbishments

on the inside
Small handyman jobs

considered too

TEL 01325 318269
www.esproperty-estate.co.uk

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE
REPAIRS

01325 321756

New Indesit 7kg
Washing Machine
£250. Other appliances
available and repaired
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Distributing Dictionaries

Tan On Demand, 
a thriving small 
business based in 
Newton Aycliffe, has 
been awarded second 
place nationally for 
its outstanding spray 
tanning services, 
marking a significant 
achievement for both 
the company and the 
local community.
This national 
recognition highlights 
the exceptional 
professionalism, skill, 
and dedication behind 
Tan On Demand’s 
services. The 
accolade also shines 
a spotlight on Newton 
Aycliffe, helping to 
place the town firmly on the map as a destination for high-quality, 
award-winning beauty treatments. 
“We are incredibly proud of this achievement,” said the team at Tan On 
Demand. “This recognition is not only a celebration of our commitment 
to excellence, but also a moment of pride for the Newton Aycliffe 
community that has supported us from the very beginning.”
Tan On Demand welcomes the opportunity for the local community to 
join in celebrating this milestone. The business hopes that, by sharing 
its success story, more residents will be inspired to support and 
champion local enterprises.

Tan On Demand 
Achieves Second

ACORN Residents Association
Our next meeting will be held on Thursday 11th December at 6.00pm in 
the upstairs room of the Phoenix Club. Everyone is welcome to attend.
Tea and biscuits and a good welcome to all. 
Best wishes for Christmas and 2026 to everyone.

Storage

“U” STORE
Aycliffe Business Park
Domestic and Industrial 
storage. Open 6 days a 
week. Inside & outside 
storage containers from

£15 per week
TEL: 01325 317716

or 07850 646355

CCTV
15% OFF

with this 
advert

Aerial Installations

Roofi ng and 
Roofl ine Specialists
Tel: 01325 255800
or 07735 333297

FASCIAS      SOFFITS      GUTTERING

• Fascias • Soffi  ts • Guttering • Full Roofs • Flat Roofs
• Dry Ridge • Dry Verge • UPVC Cleaning
Roof Cleaning & Maintenance, Service, Gutters etc
Free Scaff old Supplied - Family Run Business
www.stevensandsonroofi ng.co.uk

Storm Damage and Insurance Work Covered

JK Roofing
All Roofing Work Undertaken

From One Tile to a Full Roof - Felt Roofs - Chimney Re-points 
- Dry Ridge System - Dry Verge - UPVC Fascias and Soffits.
Covering Aycliffe for the past 15+ years.
Free estimates:

07305 163146 or 07511 608311

Roofing

DOUBLEDOUBLE
GLAZINGGLAZING
REPAIRSREPAIRS

www.pvcwindowdoor.repair

07973 694458
01325 304079

47 Years Experience

Windows

Contact Peter on 07876 078577
New Roofs From £5500
Free Fascia Boards & Guttering
until end of December
Chimney Stacks - Slating - Ridge Tiles Replaced
Tiling - Flat Roofs - Pointing - Leadwork - Guttering
UPVC Facias and Soffi  ts
Storm Damage - Velux Windows

PMHROOFING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

01325 776 535
Chimney Stacks - Slating -

Ridge Tiles Replaced - Tiling - Flat
Roofs - Pointing - Leadwork - UPVC
Facias & Soffits - Guttering - Storm

Damage - Velux Windows

SHILDON LOCKSMITHSSHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTORUPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Door
Repair

Specialist

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs - Emergency Door Opening
Mechanism Repair/Replace - Door Adjustment & Furniture

90% of Parts in Stock - 24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114 or 07748 044 808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Locksmith

Our members have 
now completed the 
distribution of free 
dictionaries to all Year 
6 pupils in eleven 
primary schools 
including Newton 
Aycliffe, Heighington 
and Aycliffe Village.
DICTIONARY 4 
LIFE is an initiative 
supported by Rotary 
International in Great 
Britain and Ireland 
and a project first 
undertaken by Rotary 
Newton Aycliffe a 
number of years ago. 
We always receive 
many thank you 
letters and cards from 
pupils telling us how 
useful they find the 
dictionaries as they 
progress to secondary 
school and this year 
was no exception.
Photo shows our 
President Margaret 
Ord presenting the 
books to pupils.

S.A.C.A. Events
School Aycliffe Community Association 
(S.A.C.A.) Community Hall located at the 
bottom of Eastfields, School Aycliffe
(please follow the brown/white information 
signs).
December Events
Christmas Quiz our Annual and ever popular 
Christmas Quiz is being held on Friday 12th 
December and is now sold out.
Community Choir held fortnightly 7pm 
to 8.30pm, £3 per session, including 
refreshments, please contact Julie on 07742 
015609.
Christmas-A-Long Monday 22nd December, 
5pm onwards, please note that this is a free 
community event and light refreshments will be 
available too. Contact Julie 07742 015609.
January 2026 Events
Indoor Table Top Sale Sunday 25th - further 
details to follow. A great opportunity to declutter 
and start the year clutter free. Please contact 
Georgette on 07951 758118 for further details.
Coffee, Cake & Stuff being held on Thursday 
29th from 11am to 2pm. First one for 2026.
Please come and join us at our ever-popular 
monthly Coffee, Cake & Stuff where we will be 
selling our gorgeous homemade sweet and 
savoury bakes, and the opportunity to catch up 
with friends and neighbours! Please contact 
Elizabeth on 07813 523050 or Christine on 
07981 992686 for details.
Looking forward to seeing you there!
Chris & Elizabeth.
The Committee would also like to thank you for 
your continued support during 2025 and wish 
you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.

Cash for Bricks
North East Families Earn Hundreds from 
Forgotten LEGO® Sets
A growing number of families across the North 
East  are discovering their old LEGO® sets 
could be worth a small fortune,  with some 
earning £100s simply by clearing out their attic.
A new UK-based service, WeBuyBricks, is 
making it simple for LEGO® fans to cash in 
their boxed collections, without the hassle of 
private selling. With the LEGO® resale market 
booming, even used and retired sets are often 
fetching more than their original price.
From Star Wars™ Millennium Falcons that sell 
for £650+ to Harry Potter™ castles and rare 
Technic sets, WeBuyBricks is helping everyday 
families uncover hidden value in their homes 
and turn it into fast cash. The average seller 
earns nearly £80 and many earning between 
£150-£300 just by decluttering a child’s 
bedroom.
Ben Wadsworth, Marketing Manager for 
WeBuyBricks, said:  “We’ve tried to make it as 
easy as possible for people to rid themselves 
of their old LEGO® and get their cash fast. 
Customers can receive an online quote  for 
their boxed sets in minutes, avoiding the 
hassle of auctions, messaging, or postage 
complications, as we arrange a driver to come 
and collect used LEGO® directly from them.”
With thousands of sets already sold through 
the platform, WeBuyBricks is the UK’s trusted 
way to turn LEGO® into pounds, helping 
families make room, make money, and make 
smart choices with their old bricks.
With Christmas around the corner, it’s the 
perfect time to declutter, cash in your unused 
LEGO®, and put the extra money towards 
gifts, celebrations, or savings.
Visit www.webuybricks.co.uk or download 
the WeBuyBricks app to get a free quote and 
discover what your collection could be worth.



www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF  •  01388 772671  Also 
available in leather

ELECTRIC and MANUAL
R EC L IN E R  SU I T E S

Park right outside our showroom 
and shop at your leisure!

OVER 20 IN STOCK
FOR

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
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elachi
indian restaurant

1 Upper Beveridge Walkway
Town Centre DL5 4EE
(next to StevenRussell)

Tel: 01325 316516

Open Daily 4.30pm-10pm
Delivery Available Call 01325 316516

ELACHI SPECIAL - DINE IN ONLY
Wednesday and Th ursday
£14.95 Four Course Meal
Please bring your own alcoholic drinks

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

Fault Finding / Repairs Qualifi ed Electrician
Extra Lights and Sockets Reliable Service
New Fuse Boards / Alarms Tidy Work
Rewires   Free Quote
Landlord Inspections  Satisfaction Guaranteed

Newton News is published by Newton Press, c/o Blue Bridge Centre, St Cuthberts Way, Newton Aycliffe, County Durham DL5 6DS - Printed by Mortons Print Ltd, Morton Way, Boston Road Industrial Estate, Horncastle LN9 6JR

Ultimate Home Services
Kitchens Supplied & Fitted

Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted
- Free Quotations -

Call Stuart
01325 311838

or 07508 072119
www.ultimatehomeservices.co.uk

0191 462 0113

Simply UPVCSimply UPVC
RepairsRepairs
• High Security Lock Upgrades
• Door & Window Servicing
• Glass Replacement
• Door Alignment
• Locks
• Handles
• Hinges

07449 63430807449 634308

Week ending 23rd November 2025
Under 8’s Juniors played against Middleton Rangers, in the first half 
both teams had opportunities with Arron smashing home a great goal 
for Aycliffe. The second half was close, with Aycliffe finding their rhythm 
late, Jacob M scored two great goals, and Oscar scored a screamer. 
MOTM was Jacob C for a solid performance at the back, he was calm, 
dependable, and everywhere he needed to be.
Under 9’s Juniors hosted Marton Whites, with Aycliffe starting quickly and 
Cooper bagged a first half hat-trick. Marton came out fighting and reduced 
the deficit before Cooper finished the game with a great finish. There were 
some great performances from James at the back and Henry bossing the 
midfield as well as Cooper with four goals.
Under 10 Juniors travelled to Richmond Pro Player, Aycliffe started slowly 
and invited pressure from Richmond. In the second half, Aycliffe turned 
the game on its head with goals from Connor (2), Zach, Lincoln and Kian. 
MOTM was Connor, who was a constant threat and showed magnificent 
work ethic.
Under 11’s travelled to face Mount Pleasant Rangers, coming away with a 
particularly good result. It was a tense first half, but Noah sored first, with 
Oliver cooly finishing Aycliffe’s second. George T was MOTM with some 
excellent defending, contributing to a well-deserved clean sheet.
Under 11’s Whites faced South Park Whites, playing some fantastic 
football and showed some real character. Dexter 
scored a thunderbolt into the top corner and Olly 
finished cooly in off the post. MOTM was Olly 
who put in a real captain’s performance with a 
great goal and relentless fighting spirit.
Under 12’s Reds faced Marton, in what was 
a game of two halves. Marton led early, before 
Laitia scored a wonderful hat-trick, with Jace 
adding a fourth before the break. Marton rallied 
in the second half to snatch a point in a 4-4 draw. 
MOTM was Alfie.
Under 12’s Blacks travelled to face Riverside 
Junior Yellow’s, it was a tough day for Aycliffe, 
who could not convert their chances, with 
Riverside proving more ruthless. POTM was 
Liam who made some great saves.
Under 13’s Blacks travelled to play Riverside 
City U14 Girls, coming away with a great 3-0 win. 
Aycliffe controlled the game from start to finish, 
taking the lead through Kai before Ethan added 
a superb double. MOTM was Levi and Kai.
Week ending 30th November 2025
Under 10’s Reds faced Riverside Juniors 
United, it was a tough assignment, but Aycliffe’s 
togetherness never wilted, with Fox scoring four 
goals, with assists from Jacob, Michael, Thomas 
and Korben. POTM was Thomas for an amazing 
midfield display and Korben who did very well on 
the left side of midfield.
Under 11’s Whites travelled to face Hardwick, 
putting in an amazing performance. From 
the first whistle Aycliffe dominated, with Elliot 
smashing home early after Dexter’s perfect 
pass, then it was Dexter who added Aycliffe’s 
second with a brilliant finish. Every player was 
outstanding, but POTM was awarded to Rowan 
for relentless tackling and grit & Elliot who had 
his best game so far, capped with a superb goal.
Under 14’s Blacks entertained Roseberry 
Falcons, with Connor putting Aycliffe ahead 
early. Kaylm added another two before 
Roseberry replied before the break. Roseberry 
then reduced the deficit to 3-2, before Kaylm 

Newton Aycliffe Juniors

completed his hat-trick to restore the two-
goal lead. Connor scored a lovely free kick to 
complete the 5-2 victory. MOTM was Connor, 
Kaylm and Jack.
Under 23’s welcomed New Brancepeth in a 
top of the table clash. The game started at an 
extremely high tempo, with Aycliffe pressing and 
fighting for every ball. A great move saw Aycliffe 
take the lead with a great header from Charlie. 
It was the other Charlie who finished well on 20 
minutes to double the lead going into the break. 
In the second half Aycliffe kept good possession, 
with Brancepeth scoring a late consolation goal. 
A great 2-1 win with MOTM going to Cameron 
who was superb in defence. The win keeps 
Aycliffe top of the league.


