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Schoolchildren have shown off their updated 
facilities following the merger of two schools. 
Durham County Council agreed to 
amalgamate St. Francis Church of England 
Junior School and Horndale County Infant and 
Nursery School in Newton Aycliffe, in January 
of this year. 
St. Francis Horndale C of E (Aided) Primary 
School has now officially opened its doors 
to pupils following the summer holidays, 
with the council having completed work to 
accommodate all staff and children on the one 
site. 
The authority has invested £650,000 in 
upgrading the facilities at the existing school, 
including a new layout with added capacity in 
each classroom, as well as new LED lighting, 

St. Francis Horndale School  
Celebrate New Facilities 

heaters and furnishings. 
An outdoor play area has also been installed 
for the infant and nursery children who have 
moved to the new site, which is less than 20 
metres from the former Horndale County Infant 
and Nursery School. 
The school now has capacity for 210 primary 
school pupils as well as a 26-place nursery 
class for children aged three. 
Cllr Cathy Hunt, the council’s Cabinet member 
for children and young people’s services, 
said: “We’re delighted that pupils and staff are 
already making the most of their upgraded 
facilities, with the new school year getting off 
to a fantastic start.
“Offering one, more modern and effective, 
school site will help staff to deliver a broader 
curriculum and make it easier for children 
to transition from nursery to primary school. 
As well as offering children at St. Francis 
Horndale the best start in life, it will make it 
easier for staff to work together as a team 
to provide an engaging education and 
supportive, nurturing school environment.” 
Lisa Lakey, the school’s headteacher, said: 
“We’re so pleased to be all together in our 
completed school and have everyone under 
the same roof. 
“The upgraded facilities are fantastic and will 
help us to enhance our current provision whilst 
also offering extra capacity for the community 
as it continues to grow. 
“We’re very grateful to the council for 
completing the work so quickly and feel proud 
that we have been able to work together to 
make sure the new St. Francis Horndale is 
the best it can be for our lovely pupils now 
and those who will attend in the future. We 
look forward to seeing our students grow and 
celebrating all that they achieve.”
Photo 1: (front L-R) Cllr Cathy Hunt, Cabinet 
member for children and young people’s 
services; headteacher, Lisa Lakey; St. Francis 
Horndale’s head students, and Archdeacon 
Rick Simpson, alongside (back L-R) David 
Akers, director of education for the Dioceses 
of Durham and Newcastle; David Bowes, the 
school’s chair of governors; Jim Murray, the 
council’s head of education and skills; Brooke 
Pickett, deputy headteacher; and Joanne 
Copeland, deputy headteacher.
Photo 2: Lisa Lakey, the school’s headteacher 
(left) and Cllr Cathy Hunt, Cabinet member for 
children and young people’s services (right), 
with pupils in one of the updated classrooms.

Health and wellbeing charity, Pioneering Care Partnership (PCP) is 
proud to announce its accreditation as a Disability Confident Leader, a 
significant milestone in its commitment to inclusion and accessibility for 
all.  
This recognition affirms PCP’s dedication to creating a workplace 
where people living with a disability and those with long-term health 
conditions can thrive. PCP’s Disability Leader status included 
implementing inclusive recruitment practices and offering tailored 
workplace adjustments. 
By stepping up to Disability Confident Leader status, from Disability 
Confident Employer, PCP not only sets a benchmark within its own 
organisation, but also champions disability inclusion across the wider 
community. The journey involved external validation of PCP’s practices 
and a clear demonstration of leadership in promoting disability 
confidence. 
Sandra Roberts, Governance and Development Manager, said: 
“Achieving Disability Confident Leader status is a proud moment for 
all of us at PCP. It reflects our ongoing commitment to creating an 
inclusive environment where everyone feels valued and supported. 
With 55% of our workforce having either a disability, long-term 
health condition, neurodiversity, or mental health condition - we’re 
passionate about breaking down barriers and leading by example, this 
accreditation shows that we’re not just talking about change, we’re 
making it happen. 
“Through partnerships with local employers and community 
organisations, PCP is helping to embed inclusive practices across 
the region, that support employees and their workplace health and 
wellbeing through the Better Health at Work Award. PCP invites other 
organisations to join the Disability Confident movement and is proud to 
offer support and validation as part of our ongoing commitment to the 
award.” 
This recognition highlights PCP’s dedication to fostering a culture of 
equality, removing barriers to employment, and supporting individuals 
to reach their full potential. As a Disability Confident Leader, PCP is 
now positioned to inspire and support other organisations in embracing 
inclusive practices, driving positive change, and building a better future 
for all. Find out more about PCP and opportunities available to work 
and volunteer for the charity at www.pcp.uk.net

PCP Achieves Disability 
Confident Leader Status
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ROF59 ACTIVITY CENTRE, 5-8.30PMROF59 ACTIVITY CENTRE, 5-8.30PM

Scare Walk and Surprises . . .
Halloween Theme Disco

Trampoline and High Runway
Halloween Treats for all children (supplied by Shake ‘n’ Cake)
Prizes for best Fancy Dress  •  Bar and Refreshments

Tickets: Under 16s - £15
16 & Over - £10
(+50p booking fee per ti cket)

(All who att end require a ti cket,
under 16s MUST be accompanied)

Available online only from:
aycliff eradio.co.uk/ti ckets

FAMILYFAMILY

HALLOWEENHALLOWEEN
SPOOKTACULARSPOOKTACULAR

Dare you try the 
‘Drop Zone’?

(Additi onal cost for Drop Zone entry)

Tombola / Raffl  e in aid of
Five Acres Community Garden

Nxt Gen Jiu-jitsu

Nxt Gen Aycliffe grappling team are doing extremely well on the 
UK Brazilian Jiu-jitsu circuit. Izzy Cockerill recently competed in the 
Yorkshire Bjj competition, winning several matches, showing great skill 
and determination!
Lucas Cunliffe has hit the scene hard this last year, having over 
30 matches in many weight divisions, winning his most recent in 
Newcastle!
If anyone local would like to try the sport for fitness, competitive sport 
or self defence, come along!
Located in Newton Aycliffe Industrial Estate, opposite Siesta Coffee 
shop.
Teens and adults sessions every day, ran by experienced competitors.

UTC South Durham, based on Newton Aycliffe 
Business Park, has welcomed a new intake of 
Year 10 and Year 12 students this September.
Year 10 students are starting a curriculum 
that blends GCSEs with a strong focus on 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths 
(STEM). Alongside core subjects, they will 
gain practical experience in engineering and 
technical skills, helping to prepare them for 
future career pathways.
In the Sixth Form, students are beginning 
one of three specialist routes. Some are 
taking a one year course designed 
to provide practical engineering skills 
for apprenticeships, while others are 
enrolled on the Engineering T Level or 
a collection of STEM-focused A Levels. 
The UTC recently celebrated a 100% 
pass rate on its T Level course, which 
is delivered in a specialist engineering 
annex.
As part of their induction programme, 

New Students Begin at
UTC South Durham

Year 10 students visited one of the UTC’s 
founding partners, Hitachi, to learn about 
career opportunities available after their 
studies. They also took part in team building 
activities at Witton Castle to help them settle in 
and make new friends.
UTC South Durham is a specialist school 
for 14-19 year olds, working closely with 
employers and universities to provide career-
focused education. Applications are now open 
for September 2026 entry, with open evenings 
taking place in October and November.

Shildon Community Bus is now the proud owner of a new replacement 
minibus. We have purchased a Mercedes Sprinter 517CDi which is 
fully automatic and has a boot space for luggage and shopping. The 
total cost of the bus, before signage and insurance, was £98,700. This 
was met by generous donations from the public, our existing savings, 
the sale of the older of our two buses, and a grant of £69,090. This 
was provided by Durham County Council’s Capital Grant Funding for 
Community Transport Vehicle Purchases. We are very grateful for 
the support and guidance provided by Adam Robinson of Durham 
County Council. Adam handed over the new bus to us on Monday 15th 
September 2025. 
The bus is fully automatic and our training officer will be scheduling 
familiarisation sessions with each of our volunteer drivers to ensure the 
safety of the public and the new bus. We always welcome applications 
for volunteer drivers and volunteer administrators. If you are involved 
with a social group in the area of Shildon and the surrounding towns 
and villages, why not ask for information to register as an affiliate 
group? You can then use the mini bus for social and educational 
outings. For further information please contact the bus office on 01388 
773666 or email shildonbus@yahoo.com. 
Once again, thank you to everyone who has made this purchase 
possible.

At Long Last Our New 
Coach Has Arrived! 
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Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you through those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

Cobblers Hall Village Centre
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

Tel: (01325) 319519

•  UPVC Windows & Doors  •
•  Conservatories  •

•  Composite Doors  •
•  Bi-Folding Doors  •

Telephone 01325 468222
Email: info@bespoke-windows.co.uk

SIESTA BLINDS
BLINDS DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY

View online: www.siestablinds.com
Visit our showroom:

Whinfield Drive, Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AU
Book an appointment: 01325 309003

OPEN:
Monday-Thursday 8.00am-5.00pm

Friday 8.00am-4.00pm, Saturday by appointment

HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?
We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.

Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£89.00 inc VAT (per will) and

Free Home Visits
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE

PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

 Members of the Society of Will Writers
 F.Inst.PA (Qualifi ed Paralegal)

Established 1980 - Local Company
Supply & Installation of

Windows, Doors, Patio & French Doors,
Lightweight Tiled Roofs

We also complete all types of remedial
works to existing frames - failed units,

window and door locks.

Contact us 01325 321301
to arrange an appointment or email us on

sales@starlightwindows.co.uk

Tel: 01325 300 605                 
www.aycliffetowncentre.co.uk

At ‘Just The Perfect Gift’ you’ll discover 
cards for every occasion, scented gifts 
including handmade sizzlers, cuddly toys 
including the Jelly Cat range, scarves, 
jewellery, and more! 

Plus personalised gifts ranging from 
coasters to canvas prints; keyrings to 
phone cases; mugs to wine bottles.

JUST THE PERFECT PLACE FOR 
GREETINGS CARDS AND GIFTS
There’s a new shop opening on Beveridge Way  

in Aycliffe town centre where you will find  
that perfect gift for family and friends. 

Visit our shop now on Beveridge 
Way in Aycliffe town centre, where 

you will find the perfect gift.
New gift ideas arriving regularly.

Mugs • Coasters • Phone Holders/Stands
Key Rings • Fridge Magnets • Canvas Prints

Photo Plaques/Stands • Phone Cases
Family Football Print • LED Wine Bottle

Scrabble Tiles Box Frames • Cards
Jewellery • Ornaments • Bath Bombs

Wax Burners/Melts/Sizzlers/Diffuser Oils
Scarves • Wedding & Anniversary Gifts •

Wrapping Paper • Nik Naks

A wide selection
of personalised
gifts suitable
for all ages

ARC TRAVEL LTD

07513 984798
info@arc-travel.co.uk
9 Seater Mini Bus available for 
airport transfers, concerts and 

other special events.
Our hassle free service will take 

you door to door in comfort, 
ring or email for details

HAVE YOU
GOT NEWS
FOR US?

We are always interested
in local news stories.

We like to feature good
news and interesting

items on achievements
& community service

Tel: Paul
01325 300212

or paul@newtonnews.co.uk

     Telephone: 01325 789589
OPENING TIMES: 8.30am-5.30pm Monday-Friday

8.30am-1.00pm Saturday
SPECIALISTS IN NEW TYRES

Servicing, MoT’s, Exhausts, Batteries, Brakes, Clutches,
Suspensions, Welding, Timing Belts and Diagnostics

ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN
No Job Too Big or Small, Give our Friendly Team a Call

Unit E460F Woodham Road, Aycliff e Business Park
Newton Aycliff e, Co. Durham DL5 6HT

01325 789589  -  Email: ayc-auto@hotmail.com

10th September 2025 
 
Keith, born in Bishop Auckland, and Dee, born in West Cornforth, first 
met at The Castle Café in Bishop Auckland, where Dee made space 
on her seat so Keith could sit beside her. That small gesture began a 
lifelong journey together. 
They were married on 10th September 1960 and, over the past 65 
years, have built a life filled with adventure, family and love. 
Keith began his working life as a coal miner at Middridge Drift (1956-
1959), before serving with distinction in the Royal Air Force from 1959 
to 1996, retiring as a Squadron Leader. Following his RAF career, 
he worked as a conference organiser at County Hall, Durham (1998-
1999), and later as a part-time tutor at Finchale Training College, 
Durham. 
Dee started her career as a machinist at Ferryhill Clothing Factory 
(1956-1960) before dedicating her life to being a devoted mother and 
home-maker. 
Throughout Keith’s RAF service, the couple lived in Hong Kong, 
Singapore, Germany, Belgium and Northern Ireland. Between 1974 
and 1979, they moved home seven times - a testament to their 
resilience and teamwork. 
In 1996, Keith and Dee settled in Newton Aycliffe on his retirement 
from the RAF. Together they share many hobbies and interests - both 
enjoy ballroom dancing and archery, with Keith also active in painting, 
drawing and veterans’ woodworking groups, while Dee has played 
badminton at RAF Brize Norton and enjoys bridge. 
The couple have been blessed with two sons, six grandchildren, 
and five great-grandchildren. This year, they will celebrate their 65th 
Wedding Anniversary with a short holiday at a Warner’s Hotel. 
When the couple were asked for the secret to a happy marriage, Keith 
wisely advises: “Always do what you’re told,” to which Dee quickly 
adds: “my advice is to make sure he does what he’s told.”

Keith and Dee 65th 
Wedding Anniversary

Families Affected by Infant 
Death or Pregnancy Loss
The Chaplains of the County Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation 
Trust invite parents and families living with the grief of pregnancy loss 
or the death of a baby to come together for a time of reflection and 
remembrance at baby loss memorial services of 2025.
These services provide a supportive and compassionate space for 
anyone touched by such a profound loss, including extended family 
members.
Saquib Ahmed, Senior Chaplain at County Durham and Darlington 
NHS Foundation Trust, said: “These services of remembrance and 
thanksgiving are for anyone who has been affected by this very sad 
experience, including wider families and regardless of whether the loss 
was recent or in the more distant past.”
The special memorial services will take place on Sunday 12th October 
at Holy Trinity, Woodland Road, Darlington at 4pm and Wednesday 
15th October at St. Cuthbert’s Church, North Road, Durham at 

7.15pm.
This service is open to all, regardless of faith 
or background, and is designed to provide 
a moment of quiet reflection, solidarity, 
and remembrance for families who have 
experienced such a heartbreaking loss.
For further information, please contact the 
chaplaincy team:
•	 Durham: 0191 333 2183
•	 Darlington: 01325 743 029
Join us as we remember and honour the lives 
of those who were lost too soon. Everyone is 
welcome to attend.

Pease Way 
Surgery Parking
Dear Sir,
I understand that there is limited parking at 
Pease Way Medical Centre and sometimes 
people have to park on the main road. But, 
parking or stopping on the bus stop is a no, no 
and is also illegal, bus stops, as it says, are for 
buses to stop on.
There are times when there are empty spaces 
in the car park and yet, drivers still park on the 
road and bus stop.
By parking on the bus stop, or even close to 
it, causes problems for the bus drivers to pick 
up or drop off passengers, which then causes 
traffic flow problems. ‘Think Before You Park’.
Name and address supplied.
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Rotary
NEWTON AYCLIFFE

Don’t leave your old unwanted
spectacles lying in a drawer . . .

donate them to Rotary
We will make sure they reach those in need

COLLECTION POINTS
The Big Club

John’s Mini Market (Neville Parade)
Sainsburys (Woodham)

Specsavers (Town Centre)
We do not require cases, thank you

SPECS APPEAL

Nobody Should Suffer in Silence: Standing 
Together Against Hate Crime and Criminal 
Damage
Over recent weeks and months, there has 
been a concerning rise in hate crime and 
racially motivated criminal damage across 
County Durham and Darlington. From offensive 
graffiti to the vandalism of our highways to 
serious verbal abuse. 
Criminal damage is a crime that can impact 
negatively on the pride and community 
confidence in our towns and villages, it 
costs taxpayers money to repair and, when 
motivated by prejudice, strikes at the very heart 
of who we are as a community. 
Hate crime is even more serious. It is defined 
as any criminal act that is motivated by hostility 
or prejudice based on a person’s race, religion, 
sexual orientation, disability, or transgender 
identity. Behind every statistic lies a victim, 
someone who may feel unsafe in their own 
home, their own street, or their own workplace, 
because of who they are.
That is unacceptable. Nobody should suffer in 
silence or be subjected to verbal threats and 
abuse.
Hate crime does more than damage property. It 
damages lives, trust, and community cohesion. 
It spreads fear among entire communities and 
can escalate very quickly if not challenged 
early and robustly. That is why I want to send 
a clear message: hate crime and racially 
motivated criminal damage will not be tolerated 
in County Durham and Darlington. The police 
will uphold the law, and those responsible will 
be dealt with.
But enforcement alone is not enough. We need 
the public’s help. Many of these incidents go 
unreported, either because victims fear nothing 
will be done, or because witnesses assume 
someone else will act. 
I want to reassure every resident: if you are 
targeted, or if you witness these crimes, your 
voice matters. By reporting hate crime, you will 
not only help the police catch offenders, but 
also help us understand the true scale of the 
problem and target resources where they are 
needed most.
There are several ways to report. If you are in 
immediate danger, always dial 999. For non-
emergencies, you can call 101, report online 
via the Durham Constabulary website, or 
attend your local police station. 
If you do not wish to speak directly to the 
police, you can contact Crimestoppers on 0800 
555 111 or via their website. Crimestoppers is 
completely independent, and you can share 
information whilst remaining 100% anonymous.
As your Police and Crime Commissioner, I 
am committed to ensuring that all victims are 
supported, and offenders are held accountable 
for their actions. I have invested in victim 
services so that anyone affected by hate crime 
can access practical and emotional help. I 
also continue to work with partners across 
councils, schools, community groups and faith 
organisations to promote education, tolerance 
and early intervention, because prevention is 
always better than cure.
We all have a part to play. Whether by 
challenging prejudice when we hear it, 
supporting a neighbour who has been targeted, 
or simply refusing to turn a blind eye, we can 
make a difference. Hate has no place in our 
towns and villages!
Let us unite against hate crime and racial 
motivated criminal damage and show that 
County Durham and Darlington remain places 
where everyone is respected, valued and safe.
Nobody should live in fear. Nobody should 
suffer in silence. And I will ensure that those 
who commit these crimes are brought to 
justice.

Pioneering Care Partnership (PCP) has had its County Durham 
Volunteer Kitemark re-awarded by Durham Community Action (DCA), 
recognising the charity’s commitment to going the extra mile to support 
its volunteers by removing barriers and creating safe, inclusive and 
enriching experiences for both volunteers and service users.
This achievement reflects the incredible contribution of PCP’s 
volunteers. Between 2024 and 2025, PCP’s 251 volunteers supporting 
services across the region gave a remarkable 9,502 hours of their time. 
This provides an in-kind value of £143,670 of support based on the 
Real Living Wage Foundation benchmark. 
Vicky Browning, Operations Manager at PCP, said: “PCP’s volunteers 
bring energy, empathy and a strong sense of community to PCP’s 
services, playing a vital role in delivering inclusive and person-centred 
support. We’re absolutely delighted to receive the Volunteer Kitemark 
once again. Receiving the Kitemark highlights PCP’s dedication to 
valuing volunteers as an essential part of its services and community 
impact. Volunteers are at the heart of what we do, and this award 
reflects our ongoing commitment to making sure they feel supported, 
appreciated and empowered. It’s a real testament to the positive 
culture we’ve built together.”
PCP continues to welcome volunteers across a range of roles and 
encourages anyone interested in making a difference to get involved. 
Find out more about volunteer opportunities at PCP at www.pcp.uk.net

PCP Re-awarded Kitemark

Walking Trail 
App for S&DR
Heritage and train fans can enjoy a new 
walking trail around Darlington town centre 
bringing the history of the Stockton and 
Darlington Railway (S&DR) to life.
The heritage trail, narrated by local historian 
and author Chris Lloyd, includes places of 
historical importance in the town centre, along 
North Road to the Hopetown visitor attraction.
The trail starts at the Friends Meetinghouse 
on Skinnergate and takes in 17 different 
train-themed landmarks before finishing at the 
museum. You can read information on the app 
about each landmark or listen to the narration 
by Chris Lloyd. 
Download the free Darlington Town Centre 
Trails app from your app store or find out more 
at: www.enjoydarlington.co.uk
The launch of the app comes as the town gets 
ready for two amazing events to celebrate 
the S&DR centenary. On Saturday 20th 
September, Ghost Train: The Departure comes 
to the town centre with a fantastic combination 
of free performance, music and lights in the 
afternoon  culminating in a spectacular parade 
to Hopetown in the evening starting at 7.00pm. 
On Saturday 27th September, a replica of 
Locomotion Number 1 will cross the Skerne 
Bridge in a recreation of the first passenger 
rail journey in 1825. The journey will be live 
streamed to a big screen in the Market Square 
from noon and there will be a host of free, 
train-themed family entertainment.

Puppy Mauled to Death
Authorities are urging dog owners to take 
responsibility and prevent further tragedies 
after a four-month-old Cocker Spaniel was 
killed in a vicious attack by two XL Bully dogs 
in Ferryhill.
The incident occurred outside the puppy’s 
home, where its 18-year-old owner was also 
injured and required hospital treatment. The XL 
Bully dogs, which should have been muzzled 
and kept on leads in public, were roaming 
freely after escaping from a property with no 
secure gates.
“This was a devastating and preventable tragedy,” a spokesperson 
said. “Dangerous dogs must be kept under strict control at all times. 
Owners have a legal responsibility - failure to comply can result in 
fines, prison sentences and destruction orders.”
The Facts
• Thousands of dog-on-dog attacks are reported in the UK every year.
• Owners are legally responsible for ensuring their dogs are under 
control in public.
• XL Bullies and other restricted breeds must always be muzzled and 
leashed when outside.
• Attacks can lead to criminal prosecution and severe penalties.
How to Prevent Attacks
• Always keep dogs on a lead in public places.
• Use a muzzle when required by law.
• Seek professional help at the first sign of aggression.
• Report dangerous or uncontrolled dogs before tragedy strikes.
Call to Action
The public is being urged to remain vigilant. If you are aware of a 
dangerous dog in your area, report it immediately.
“This innocent puppy’s death is a stark reminder of the devastating 
consequences when dogs are not properly controlled,” the 
spokesperson added. “We cannot allow this to happen again.”
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Private Chapels of Rest
and Funeral Plans

Surtees House
Hilton Road
Newton Aycli� e DL5 6EN

� e truly independent family
company caring for your needs

T: 01325 318600
(24 hour)
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Around Town, Aycliffe Radio - Sunday 7th September
Our thanks to Hayley, Sam and Perry from Little SENDsations for 
joining us in the studio to bring us up to date with two very important 
and exciting developments.
Little Boxes, Big Stories: Bringing Stories to Life in Hospitals
Little SENDsations is proud to introduce Little Boxes, Big Stories - a 
project designed to bring comfort, creativity, and connection to SEND 
children in hospitals. Each ‘story box’ is filled with props, PECS cards, 
storyboards, and even story massage resources, turning story time 
into an interactive and inclusive experience.
We have worked closely with Sensory Support teams, a teacher of the 
hearing-impaired, and story massage practitioners to ensure the boxes 
are fully accessible and meet the needs of all children, regardless of 
ability. Our goal is simple, to make hospital stays a little brighter by 
helping stories come alive for every child. Would your business like to 
sponsor a box? Or would you like to learn more about how you can 
support this project? Contact us at wsclittlesendsations@gmail.com - 
together we can share the magic of storytelling.
SENDurham: Bridging the Gap to SENDsational Support
A brand-new outreach programme, SENDurham, has launched to 
support families of children and young people with Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities (SEND) across County Durham.
SENDurham brings trusted professionals together under one umbrella, 
making it easier for families to access advice, guidance and practical 
support, without the stress of navigating multiple services. By working 
collaboratively with experts, SENDurham ensures that families get the 
best support possible in one welcoming, community-based space. The 
project, created by the charity Little SENDsations and SEND Friendly 
North-East, is about breaking down barriers and making support 
simple, accessible, and free from jargon or judgment.
For more information about SENDurham and upcoming sessions, 
contact: enquiries@littlesendsations.org
We also welcomed Rachel from Conductive Education (CE) into the 
studio on this week’s show. Rachel works with both adults and children 
with complex educational needs. She popped into the studio to talk to 
us a little bit about 
the work she does, 
and see what the 
show is all about in 
preparation for when 
she returns as my 
guest in November 
on my new show 
Health, Healing and 
other Weird Stuff.
Phill & Andy, 
Around Town,
Aycliffe Radio.

Little SENDsations

Kynren’s 2025 season came to an end last Saturday evening, 
with the show’s 1,000-strong volunteer cast and crew receiving a 
standing ovation from the audience.
The award-winning live action night show’s finale concluded Kynren’s 
nine-show run, with its 2025 season welcoming the highest number of 
visitors since 2019. Ticket sales rose by 12% on 2024, 48% on 2023, 
75% up on 2022 and 17% on 2019, bucking sector-wide trends and 
cementing Kynren’s place as one of the UK’s most successful cultural 
events.
Volunteers were at the heart of this success, with more than 95% of last 
year’s cast and crew returning to take part in Kynren’s tenth anniversary 
season. From performers and sword fighters to costume makers, animal 
handlers, technical crews and visitor welcome teams, their dedication 
ensures the show continues to deliver world-class standards year after 
year.
Wendy Wilshere, head of volunteer casting and engagement, said: “We 
have an incredibly strong volunteer community here at Kynren, and 
the show simply wouldn’t be the success it is without their unwavering 
dedication and infectious enthusiasm. Our volunteers are at the core of 
everything we do, and we are so proud of what they have achieved in this 
milestone year.”
2025 also saw the publication of The Spirit of Kynren, the show’s first 
socio-economic impact report. It confirmed that Kynren has contributed 
more than £65.5 million to the North East economy since 2016, while 
also delivering profound personal benefits for those involved. 94% of 
volunteers reported feeling happier and more confident, 81% felt less 
isolated, and 80% said their physical health had improved as a result of 

being part of Kynren.
Anna Warnecke, 
CEO at Kynren, 
said: “This tenth 
anniversary season 
has been a truly 
special one. Kynren is 
not just a show; it’s a 
community, a source 
of pride for the region, 
and a cultural driver 
for the North East. 
Our volunteers have 
once again delivered 
something remarkable 
– delighting audiences 
and showcasing the 
very best of what this 
area has to offer. At 
the same time, we 
are working hard 
behind the scenes 
on the development 
of Kynren – The 
Storied Lands, our 
new daytime historical 
theme park opening 
in 2026, which will sit 
alongside the night 

Kynren’s Volunteer Cast and Crew 
Receive Standing Ovation

show to create a 
unique destination for 
visitors from across 
the UK and beyond.”
Kynren’s 2025 
season has also been 
an award-winning 
one, with accolades 
including:
1.	 Winner - Event of 
the Year, North East 
Tourism Awards 2025
2.	 Gold - Volunteer 
Team of the Year, 
North East Tourism 
Awards 2025
3.	 Winner - Team 
of the Year, Cultural 
Enterprises Awards 
2025
4.	 Winner - Best 
Event for Groups, 
Group Leisure & 
Travel Awards 2025
5.	 TripAdvisor 
Travellers’ Choice 
Award 2025
This milestone year 
also introduced a 
reimagined Diamond 
Jubilee scene, 
featuring more than 
150 performers and 20 
horses, which quickly 
became an audience 
favourite. Combined 
with Kynren’s dramatic 
stunts, breathtaking 
pyrotechnics and 
fireworks finale, it was 
a fitting celebration 
of the show’s tenth 
anniversary.  
Visitors also enjoyed 
new pre-show 
entertainment, 
including a replica 
Victorian railway 
station complete with a 
full-sized Locomotion 
No.1 engine photo-
point, created to mark 
the 200th anniversary 
of the Stockton & 
Darlington Railway. 
The installation 
proved a hugely 
popular addition, 
further enhancing the 
visitor experience and 
providing memorable 
moments before the 
main performance.
Tickets for Kynren’s 
2026 night show go 
on sale in October 
at kynren.com. Early 
booking is strongly 
recommended.

elachi
indian restaurant

1 Upper Beveridge Walkway
Town Centre DL5 4EE
(next to StevenRussell)

Tel: 01325 316516

Open Daily 4.30pm-10pm
Takeaway Collection 20% OFF

Delivery Available Call 01325 316516
ELACHI SPECIAL - DINE IN ONLY

Sunday to Th ursday
£14.95

Four Course Meal
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Bringing your Business to Life!

01325 300212 - www.newtonpress.net

AYCLIFFE’S

PRINT
SHOP

01325 300212 - www.newtonpress.net

Another New Service . . .
Plan Prints (A2, A1, A0)
 Scanned, Copied and/or Printed
 Posters, Display Boards, Table Plans 
 Flags, Banners, Signage

Contact Stuart
Tel: 01325 300212

stu@newtonpress.net

INDOOR AND OUTDOOR
Banners, Signs, Flags and Posters - ALL SIZES
 Produced on paper, card, plastic, vinyl, foam board, metal, wood,
  perspex, brushed steel, fabric, mesh, fluted, self adhesive, dry wipe.

  Contact Stu at your local printer
  01325 300212 or email stu@newtonpress.net

Bespoke furniture makers based in 
Newton Aycliffe. 

Designed, Manufactured and Installed. 
Residential and Commercial. 

Handmade kitchens, Wardrobes, Alcove shelving, 
Dining tables, Sideboards, Benches, Bars, Bookcases, 

Reception desks and more! 

Find us on Instagram @howarthbespoke 
to see our work.  

Adam@howarthbespoke.co.uk     07930395533 

André Edmundson
Clinical Dental Technician
New Dentures & Repairs
A fully qualiÞed Clinical Dental Technician 

André has over 35 years experience in denture design

GDC No. 129799

   DENTAL
   ViTSA

CLINICAL • TECHNICAL • EXPERIENCED • PROFESSIONAL

1 Norman Terrace, Chilton, DL17 0HF

01388 721284
kate@vitsa.co.uk                                       vitsa.co.uk                              

Newton Aycliffe’s 1st team, sponsored by 
Franks the Flooring Store, had to dig deep 
to earn, what had earlier seemed, an unlikey 
draw at home to third in the table Yarm 1sts 
on Saturday 6th September in the NYSD 3rd 
division. Yarm elected to bat first and scored 
a respectable 160 for 6 from their allotted 40 
overs, despite some good bowling from Leo 
Mercy (sponsored by Yvonne and Bob Wood), 
who finished with 2 for 15 from a very tidy ten 
overs and Matty Greaves (2 for 51 from ten 
overs). In reply, the ever reliable opener Tez 
Smit, helped get the home side off to a decent 
start scoring 33 from 36 balls, but Aycliffe still 
slipped to worrying 88 for 9 with 11 overs still 
remaining. However, a defiant unbroken tenth wicket partnership of 22 
by Leo Mercy (13 not out off 58 balls) and Ben Howard (10 not out off 
29 balls) saw their side safely to stumps in a tense finale to earn an 
unlikely draw for the hosts. 
The following Saturday (13th September) Aycliffe’s first team travelled 
to already relegated Thornaby 2nd XI for the final game of the season 
and came away with an excellent 41 run victory. Electing to bat first, 
Aycliffe made a respectable 160 all out after 39.2 overs. Leon Patel 
top scored for Aycliffe with a steely 42 off 72 balls and his excellent 
innings included four boundaries, other major contributions came from 
Tez Smit (29 off 42 balls) and Ramzan Hussain (16 off 20 balls). In 
reply, Aycliffe’s Ben Howard bowled brilliantly, taking 3 for 26 from his 
ten over spell to help reduce Thornaby to 57 for 5. With the homeside 
digging in for a draw, the introduction of spinner Tom Dearden had an 
immediate effect as he took the last three wickets for just three runs to 
help Aycliffe to victory with 4.1 overs remaining.
Aycliffe’s first team finished their season in a creditable fourth place in 
the NYSD third division table with 299 points from 22 games played.
On Saturday 6th September, Aycliffe’s 2nd team were well beaten by 
167 runs away at Yarm 2nd XI in the NYSD 4th division. Yarm were 
asked to bat first and scored a huge 240 for 4 declared after just 34 
overs, despite some good bowling by Jon Tait (2 for 58), Shashank 
Garg (2 for 50) and Will Moffatt (1 for 53). In reply, 15 year old Will 
Moffatt top scored with a senior best 22 runs off 35 balls, Dan Weldon 
hit 16 off 23 balls and Matty French chipped in with 10 off 40 balls, as 
Aycliffe were bowled out for just 73 after 23 overs. 
The following weekend Aycliffe’s 2nd team lost at home to Bishop 
Auckland 2nd XI by just four wickets in a much improved performance 
in their final game of the season. Aycliffe were asked to bat first and 
were bowled out for just 84 after 28.3 overs. Veteran Tony Travis 
(sponsored by John Wardle) top scored with 20 off 31 balls, Matty 
Thompson smashed a quickfire 19 off just 7 balls and opener Matty 
French chipped in with 11 off 33 balls. In reply, the visitors also 
struggled to score runs thanks to some superb bowling by Jon Tait, 

who finished with 
career best figures of 
4 for 28. 15 year old 
Tom Norman (2 for 
28) also bowled well, 
but they couldn’t stop 
Bishop from reaching 
their winning target 
after 21.5 overs and 
with four wickets in 
hand.
Photo: Tony Travis 
who top scored 
for the 2nd team v 
Bishop Auckland.

Aycliffe Cricket ClubAycliffe Cricket Club
Scoreboard ReportScoreboard Report

Site Visit
Heighington Lane Incinerator Facility.
Following Ian Jones’ appearance on the 
Around Town radio show on 1st August, Andy 
and I requested access to the incinerator site 
to follow up on the answers Ian provided to our 
questions during the show.
This was to be scheduled once all of the heavy 
construction work was completed, allowing for 
safe supervised access. On Wednesday 3rd 
September we were given total, unrestricted 
access, to all areas of the site with Ian Jones 
acting as our guide.
Answering all of the questions that arose from 
the detailed explanation of the processes 
involved, including the pre-approved waste 
safely arriving on site, the security screening 
of the waste before it’s accepted and then 
processed ready to begin the incineration of 
the waste from start to finish. Such was the 
level of access provided, at one point we were 
able to see the internal construction of the 
incinerator drum itself.
We were walked through every stage of the 
process, given a detailed explanation of what 
every piece of equipment was, its role in the 
incineration process, all of the technical details 
involved and the individual safety measures 
that appeared to go above and beyond what 
is required to be installed and operational at 
every key stage of the process.
Every question was answered, and concerns 
were recognised and dealt with, over the two 
hours we spent on site. We were also able to 
witness the installation of the first two remote 
air quality monitoring sensors around the site 
which will shortly be in operation to provide 
Fornax with a six month detailed baseline of 
air quality and residual particulate and NOx 
gas levels present in the atmosphere before 
the incinerator comes into operation.
We have already been granted permission to 
return for further site visits, to view the findings 
of the external sensors and, again, once the 
facility becomes fully operational.
Ian has agreed to further share this with Great 
Aycliffe Town Council in due course. Our 
community expects Fornax to deliver their 
promise to operate responsibly, and we intend 
to remain involved and pro-active to ensure 
this happens.
Phill & Andy, Around Town, Aycliffe Radio.

Here’s a brief overview of what we have been 
up to lately:
Sunday 7th September, a male was arrested 
for public order, following an incident in the 
area of Mellanby Crescent.
Two dogs have been seized, and 
an investigation is on-going by the 
Neighbourhood Team in relation to possible 
animal cruelty.
On the afternoon of Tuesday 9th September 
three males were arrested on suspicion of a 
Possession of Class-A drugs with an intent to 
supply and were taken to custody.
Also on Tuesday, PCSOs Brown and Barton 
located a high-risk missing person who was 
suffering from Alzheimer’s. The male was then 
taken to hospital to be checked over.
On Friday12th September, PCSOs 
Fotheringham and Kipling returned stolen 
power tools to a recent victim of a burglary. 
It was great to be able to reunite him with his 
STIHL tools which had recently been located 
by officers.
Our drone has been deployed for numerous 
incidents over the past week, including 
searching for missing persons.
On Friday morning, a male was arrested on 
suspicion of assault following an incident in 
Silverdale Place and transported to custody.
On the morning of Sunday 14th September a 
male was arrested on suspicion of ABH and 
remains in custody.
Also on Sunday, a female was arrested on 
suspicion of assault, following a domestic 
report and is currently in custody.
PCSO Steven Kipling.

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
POLICING
By PCSO Steven Kipling

NEWTON NEWS
NEWTON NEWS is published by Newton Press, which 
was first established in 1948 and incorporates “The 
Newtonian”. Visit the on-line version at:
www.newtonnews.co.uk
DISCLAIMER Newton News cannot be held responsible 
for advertisers offering goods or services. As a general rule 
we would advise NOT to part with any money until the 
order has been completed to your full satisfaction.
All information is correct, to the best of our knowledge, at 
the time of printing. Newton News accepts articles in good 
faith and takes no responsibility for errors and/or omissions.
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Be Kind  |  Aim High  |  Work Hard  |  Never Give Up

Woodham Academy

OPEN EVENING
We warmly invite you to our Year 6 Open Evening

Thursday 25th September 2025
from 6.00pm to 8.00pm

Headteacher’s Welcome 6.00pm and 7.00pm

We will also be hosting Open Mornings for Year 6 Parents/Carers on
29th September, 30th September, 1st, 2nd & 3rd October from 9.15-10.45am.

Open Mornings must be pre-booked by contacting our main offi  ce.

If any visitors require assistance with access, for example: wheelchairs,
please contact the main offi  ce on 01325 300328.

info@woodham.org.uk
01325 300328
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Coming from a relatively small primary, secondary education was a 
big step for our child. Woodham has done everything possible to make 
this positive change and help our child thrive. Thank you. Y7 Parent.

I feel they are doing a brilliant job and I am so glad my daughter is in 
this school, it was defi nitely the right choice. Y7 Parent.

The school off ers lot of experiences in clubs and trips which my child has enjoyed. Y7 Parent.

I absolutely believe we made the right choice for our son. Y7 Parent.
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BEWICK CRESCENT SURGERY

SATURDAY WALK-IN 
FLU & COVID CLINICS
We are holding the following Flu and Covid Clinics. 
Our patients can attend for either Flu or Covid or 
both vaccinations on:

Saturday 4th October 
Over 65, walk-in clinic

Saturday 11th October 
Ages 18-64, eligible Flu group and 

Immunosuppressed 18-75 for Covid
Saturday 19th October
Any age, walk-in clinic

The clinics are 8.30am until 12.30pm

Alternatively our patients can contact the surgery 
to pre-book an appointment in our clinics that are 
running on various dates Monday- Friday.

Thank you,
GP Partners of Bewick Crescent Surgery.

MP’s UpdateMP’s Update

E: alan.strickland.mp@parliament.uk

Since I was elected as your MP, I’ve worked 
hard to support local residents and be a 
powerful voice for our area. One important 
part of that has been holding regular surgeries 
in community venues across the constituency 
to meet residents firsthand and provide direct 
support with a range of problems and issues. 
I was delighted to hold my 40th constituency 
advice surgery last week in Croxdale. Thank 
you to the hundreds of residents I’ve met at 
my surgeries who have come along to raise 
issues with me in person. It’s a real privilege 
to be able to get things done for people in our 
community from dealing with unscrupulous 
landlords to helping people access financial 
support they’re entitled to. These surgeries 
are a great way for me to speak directly with 
residents and take our concerns back to 
Parliament.
Tackling crime and antisocial behaviour in our 
town centre is a top priority, so I’m glad the 
Labour government has put more resources 
into policing in our area. To hear more about 
how this has helped our local police team, I 
went on patrol with Inspector Adam Jassat, 
the new Neighbourhood Inspector for Aycliffe, 
and Joy Allen, Durham Police and Crime 
Commissioner. I’m glad that our town has 
benefitted from extra officers and stronger 
enforcement powers over the busy summer 
months. It was encouraging to see how a 
visible police presence is helping people feel 
safer and more confident about coming into 
the town centre.
In Parliament I was proud to lead a debate 
marking the 200th anniversary of the Stockton 
and Darlington Railway, which ran through 
Aycliffe. This historic line opened in 1825 and 
was the world’s first public passenger railway, 
sparking a transport revolution that changed 
the world. Did you know? Heighington 
Station, which was then known as Aycliffe 
Lane, is widely believed to have been the first 
passenger railway station in the world. 
And, it’s fantastic that Heighington Station, 
which has been in a state of decay for some 
time, has been saved thanks to the brilliant 
work of the Friends of Stockton and Darlington 
Railway. I was proud to work with the Friends 
group to help secure a major donation from 
Hitachi Rail. This was the final piece of the 
jigsaw which has allowed the Friends group to 
save the building. Their plans will breathe new 
life into this important landmark and attract 
visitors to the area. Protecting this heritage is 
a fitting way to honour such a milestone.
As part of the SDR200 festival, backed by the 
government, there are lots of free activities 
and events on across our area to mark this 
special occasion, please check out their 
website for more information – www.sdr200.
co.uk.
Just a few hundred yards from Heighington 
Station, Hitachi Rail is now building cutting 
edge battery trains. Having fought so hard to 
secure this factory’s future, our constituency 
remains at the forefront of rail innovation and 
technology. 
Our constituency has a proud rail history and 
an even brighter future and I’m determined 
to keep backing local industry, jobs and 
opportunities for the next generation.

Dumped On, Again!
Dear Sir,
As a local resident, I read with interest the article on the 15th August 
describing the recent appearance on Aycliffe Radio of Fornax CEO Ian 
Jones.
As the CEO of Fornax, he has a responsibility to promote the intended 
activation of the newly constructed hazardous waste incinerator on the 
local business park and defuse - if possible - the completely justifiable 
outcry from the local community. 
I read this article with a sense of frustration as Mr Jones apparently 
attempted to dispel the fears of local residents. However, I suspect he 
has chosen not to address the elephant in the room. Aside from the 
fact that it is impossible to completely guarantee all potential long-term 
effects of a hazardous waste incinerator of this size within a heavily 
populated area, I feel there is an equally fundamental reason (aside 
from health and safety concerns), that Fornax fail to acknowledge. 
Essentially, who would choose to have a monstrous incinerator 
accommodating thousands of trucks annually, filled with hazardous 
waste, planted on their doorstep?
It is all very well for Mr Jones to glibly tow the company line in terms 
of ‘perceived’ safety, but truthfully, does he really expect us to throw 
our arms open in welcome to a continuous ‘wagon-train’ of hazardous 
filth piling off the motorway into our town day-in, day-out and honestly 
believe that this is to our benefit? I think not, unless lower house prices, 
additional heavy-goods traffic and further downgrading of an area, just 
recovering from the recent land-fill issues, is something he feels that 
we can all celebrate.
I get that business is business, but Fornax and their CEO attempting to 
sell us their snake-oil in terms of future benefits and negligible impact 
to the surrounding area is extremely difficult to swallow. Please give us 
credit for knowing when we’re about to be dumped on again, literally… 
Norman Liddle.

WALKERS
BUTCHERS and BAKERS

Simpasturegate • Newton Aycliffe • 312022
Your Local Family Butcher & Baker

For all meat requirements plus an on-site bakery

Ref: ‘Detailed Plans for Gold Standard 
High Temperature Waste Treatment Plant” 
Newton News - 15th August 2025’.
Firstly, it was almost a relief to see the CEO of 
Fornax had some input into local information, 
to give the residents an opportunity to 
see what is awaiting approval from the 
Environment Agency. 
On the face of it, the incinerator looks to 
be state of the art, according to all the 
descriptions set out in the plans, however 
there are several anomalies which means the 
incinerator is maybe not quite as gold standard 
as it could be and this raises several important 
questions, some of which are listed below.
The statement that the incinerator will 
generate enough energy to power 700 homes 
is probably correct, however, how will this 
‘power’ be distributed? The ‘power’ the plant 
is producing is heat - not electricity, therefore, 
what looks good on paper, is not likely to 
become actual for any local homes. 
The statement that the plant has been 
designed with the best available proven 
techniques from Europe, however, there is no 
Flue Gas recirculation, which further reduces 
NOx - nor is there any Carbon Gas capture - 
see the Olive report on operating techniques - 
both technologies are available and beneficial, 
therefore why are they not implemented?
There are two different air dispersion 
modelling reports. The first, produced by 
Independent Air Quality & Odour Specialists, 
dated May 2022 uses the meteorological 
data from Teesside Airport. This data has the 
prevailing wind direction for Newton Aycliffe, 
as predominantly south westerly. In the second 
report, produced by Olive Consulting, dated 
February 2024, the prevailing wind direction 
is taken from the meteorological data from 
RAF Leeming, which is much further away 
from Newton Aycliffe and the prevailing wind 
direction used in this report is south easterly. 
Why are there two reports, (both sent to DCC 
planning) and why is the second one in the 
EA permit application, using the air dispersion 
modelling data which is the furthest away from 
Newton Aycliffe?
All documents referenced above are available 
on DCC planning portal. Reference Docs 
FYI. Included are the diagrams from the air 
dispersion documents for reference: Left is the 
first report, right is the Olive report:
 

These show the air dispersion for NOx, the 
scale of the maps are very close, however, 
the spread of the NOx is much higher 
concentration in the first than in the second. 
We really want Fornax to explain why they are 
using the Olive report. 
Name and address supplied.

Plant Plans
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Woodham Academy GCSE 
Results Celebration
Year 11 students at Woodham Academy recently collected 
yet another great set of GCSE results. Students and parents 
arrived at school on 21st August to celebrate all of the hard 
work and eff ort put in over the course of their school careers. 
Like cohorts gone by, this excellent collection of young people 
reaped the rewards of their focus and determination, opening 
their envelopes to unveil their outstanding grades.

Mrs Dickinson, Deputy Headteacher, commented “It’s the best 
day of the year bar none. We pride ourselves on what we do to 
support our students to achieve. Every year this seems to get 
better and better. This year is no exception. We are delighted 
that the vast majority of students from this year 11 have what 
they need to go to the college or provider of their choice. We 
expect our students to work hard and support them to do this, 
but we are increasingly seeing students who are self-motivated 
and actually challenge our staff  to do even more. This is the 
culture at Woodham”

Andrew Bell, Headteacher, added “GCSE results are a product 
of a 5 year journey. The results we’ve now delivered for nearly 
10 years, don’t just happen by chance. They are the culmination 
of hard work, determination and a desire to improve. This 
applies to staff , students and families. I’m so proud of the 
school. GCSE results day helps support that what we do here, 
benefi ts all concerned.”

Nearly a quarter of all grades achieved at Woodham were grades 
7, 8 or 9, with the average grade being a grade 5. Results 
in Maths and English improved yet again, from an already 
strong position, but all subjects delivered positive outcomes. 
Consistency across the school remains a key feature.

Mrs Hall, Deputy Headteacher “The GCSE results are important 
for the progress of our students into college and training. 
We continue to support our students with careers education 
and experiences, allowing students to be aspirational from 
the outset. When they get these results, it’s a joy to see the 
reaction on their faces, knowing they are going where they 
want to.”

Well done to everyone involved in this year’s cohort of Year 11. 
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Lunchtime/Kitchen Assistant 
NJC Scale Grade 3     Minimum 8.75 Hours per week 

(Starting salary approximately £12.65 per hour)

Hours – 12.30 p.m. to 2.15 p.m. (Mon-Fri) Term Time Only

Woodham Academy is proud to run its own in-house service providing nutritional 
lunch and break time meals to students. The service also off ers a morning breakfast 
club and occasional after school facilities for students, staff  and visitors.

The ideal candidate will be required to provide support in the preparation, cooking 
and serving of food and beverages plus related catering duties. Training will be 
provided.

Woodham is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
expects all staff  and volunteers to share this commitment. This post is subject to 
enhanced disclosure, the successful applicants will be subject to relevant vetting 
checks before an off er of appointment is made

Woodham Academy is an Equal Opportunities Employer. We want to develop a more 
diverse workforce and we positively welcome applications from all sections of the 
community. Applicants with disabilities will be invited for interview if the essential 
job criteria are met. 

An application form, job description and person specifi cation can be downloaded 
from the school website at www.woodham.co.uk or please contact the reception desk.  

Closing date Wednesday 24 September 2025

WOODHAM ACADEMY
Washington Crescent, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham DL5 4AX

Telephone: 01325 300328
Email: info@woodham.org.uk     Website: www.woodham.org.uk

Headteacher: Mr. A. Bell

Aycliffe Youth Football NewsAycliffe Youth Football News
The new season started for most of our teams last weekend, with some 
exceptional results.
Wildcats Girls Development and Little Eagles Boys Development
After another three teams started their footballing journey, we now have 
spaces available for yr 1 boys and girls at our development academies. 
If you are interested and need more info, contact Berni 07939 045242
U7 Wildcats v Hartlepool Youth Divas
Second game for the girls, who found themselves trailing at half time, 
but they rallied in the 2nd half to finish the game level.
U7 Eagles v Darlington Young Bulls
First home game for our new boys team, produced a dazzling 
performance and a goals fest which was backed up with a clean sheet. 
The development game also produced a good win for the lads.
U9 Eagles v Dunston
The Eagles first league game of the season and a great win, especially 
as the team had two players only joining the team a few days before. 
Great performances all over the pitch, Oscar with a last minute penalty 
save, Luke with a mazy run and smart finish, Joel and Oscar strong in 
defence and Elijah making quality runs.
U10 Pumas v Hebburn 
The new Pumas team continues to develop. They conceded early, but 
Eadie broke away at pace to set up Millie who finished really well to 
equalise. An excellent performance in goal from Lily and Layla showing 
lots of energy in midfield and passed forward really well. Alice was solid 
at the back. Ella scored the Puma’s second goal, but Hebburn ran out 
winners.
U10 Wildcats v Horden WC
The Wildcats started slowly and were behind at HT. The half time team 
talk quickly turned the performance on its head and the girls dominated 
the ball in the 2nd half. They got reward for some sustained pressure 
when Freya calmly slotted home a penalty, but were unable to close 
the gap.
U11 Eagles v Cockfield Jnrs
It was defeat for the boys, but a very close game remained competitive 
until the very end. The Eagles were arguably the better team and, most 
importantly, showed real improvement and progress from the first game 
of the season. Overall, the whole team should be pleased with their 
performance.
Prissick Rovers 2 v 1 U12 Falcons
Good 1st half battle with chances at both ends. HT 0-0. Second half 
continued end to end. Falcons scored first, after some great passing 
in the build up, but were unlucky not to score a second. Prissick didn’t 
give up and deserved the equaliser. A draw would have been a fair 
result, but Prissick nicked it right at the end with a long range lob. Goal 
Leo, assist Harry Latta. POM Harry Myers.
U14 Eagles 1 V 3 Eaglescliffe Elementis
A nervous start saw the game head into half time with the score 0-0, 
with few chances for each team, Eaglescliffe scoring straight after kick 
off and adding another soon afterwards. The Eagles rallied forcing a 
penalty to take 
it to 2-1, but 
finally conceding 
another.
U15 Girls 2 v 
4 Whickham 
Fellside
Great start for 
the girls going 
2-0 up with 
goals from 
Imogen and 
Peyton, but gave 
away a sloppy 
goal just before 
HT. Then the 
visitors scored from the KO and with no subs the girls tired conceding a 
further three goals. POTM Jasmine. Players player Imogen.
U16 Angels 10 v 0 Kader FC
Playing against new opposition, the players didn’t know what to expect, 
but after an even first five minutes the team took control with a fantastic 
display. Six different scorers (Emily 3, Erin 2, Evie 2, Eveie, Georgia, 
Hannah). Second clean sheet and some quality football. Star players 
Eveie & Georgia.
Ouston Jnrs 3 v 3 U17 Eagles 
The lads weren’t on their best form, but they never gave up. The 
score was level at 80 mins and they worked hard looking for a winner, 
forcing the keeper to make some outstanding saves. Unfortunately, it 
didn’t happen, leaving with a point. Two goals from Joel and one from 
Clayton. MOM Clayton.

Former Woodham Academy student, Oliver 
Gibson (18) has gained entry into one of the 
country’s most prestigious performing arts 
establishments, the Liverpool Institute for 
Performing Arts (LIPA). Founded by music 
legend, Sir Paul McCartney, along with his 
associate, Sir Mark Featherstone-Witty, this 
former boy’s institute once attended by three 
young lads, who later became known as 
The Beatles, was saved from dilapidation 
in the early 90’s. After several years of re-
development, it was formally opened by Queen 
Elizabeth II. The institution has gone from 
strength to strength training and developing 
young talent in readiness for a professional 
career; some of which are now award winning 
or highly regarded. Whilst attending Woodham, 
only a few years ago, Oliver quickly found a 
passion for playing bass guitar and went onto 
to study music at Bishop Auckland College. 
He then began to cut his teeth as a performer 
at a monthly Blues Open Mic Night at the 
Steam Machine Brewery, hosted by Gary 
Grainger. Within a year, Oliver began to play at 
other venues in and around the area. During 
the summer of 2024, he formed the band 
‘Casbah’, launching at Aycliffe Food Festival to 
a respectable crowd. The band’s positive drive 
and energy gained them a quick succession of 
performances; they even had a little walk-on at 
Ayclive Music Festival, where Oliver introduced 
his band to a great cheer. Unfortunately, as 
bands do, they hit a stumbling block and parted 
ways, but Oliver remained undeterred and, in 
the autumn of 2024, he tentatively decided to 

apply to study at the 
‘Liverpool Institute 
for Performing Arts’. 
After submitting demo 
recordings, he was 
invited to an audition. 
Two months later, he 
received a conditional 
offer of study on a 
course close to Paul 
McCartney’s heart, BA 
Hons in Songwriting 
& Performance. 
Unfortunately, Oliver 
received a blow of bad 
luck and didn’t meet 
the offer conditions on 
results day. Thinking 
it was all over, in a 
shock turn-around and 
as a complete one-
off, he was accepted 
onto the course 
on the back of his 
own achievements 
in music, with the 
confidence that he 
could succeed. Oliver 
is so pleased to be 
now embarking in 
professional music 
training where it 
all began for The 
Beatles! We all wish 
him the very best of 
luck with this golden 
opportunity. Well 
done, son. YOU DID 
IT! Make us all proud. 
You deserve this. You 
really do.
Name and address 
supplied.

Young Musician 
Achieves Success

Join Smokefree County Durham and 
Pioneering Care Partnership on the NHSE 
Melissa Bus for Stoptober
Monday 6th October, 9am to 2pm, 
Pioneering Care Centre, Carer’s Way, 
Newton Aycliffe, DL5 4SF
Visit the Pioneering Care Centre and the 
NHSE Melissa Bus for:
• Free advice from our specialists about 
quitting smoking this Stoptober
• Check your Carbon Monoxide reading with 
us and get a free coffee at the Pioneering 
Care Centre
• Free Health MOTs with Wellbeing for Life 
• Chat to the Cancer Awareness team
• Take a tour to learn more about how PCP 
can support you
Quitting smoking is the best thing you can do 
for your health! Join millions of people who 
have quit smoking with Stoptober - make it to 
28 days smokefree for Stoptober and you’re 
five times more likely to quit for good.
You’re also three times more likely to quit with 
specialist support from Smokefree County 
Durham, who provide 12 weeks of specialist 
support and multiple options to help you quit, 
such as free Nicotine Replacement Therapy, 
free vape kits or stop-smoking medications. 
Whether this is your first attempt, or you’ve 
tried before, their dedicated team is here to 
help you succeed. You don’t have to do it 
alone. 
Call the team today on 0800 772 0565, sign up 
online (www.smokefreecountydurham.co.uk/
sign-up/) or chat to the team at the Melissa 
Bus.

Melissa Bus
for Stoptober
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Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Opticians

Aycliffe 
COMPUTERS

Computers Built to
your own Specification

PC, Laptop & Mac Repairs
iPad/Tablet Set Up & Sync
Upgrades  -  Data Recovery
Windows 11 Installation

Broadband Installation
Networking  -  Anti Virus

Call out within 24 hours,
usually same day

No Call Out Charge Within 
Newton News Circulation area

Contact Rob
07841 867170
aycliffecomputers@gmail.com

WE ARE NOT CONNECTED 
TO ANY OTHER COMPUTER 

BUSINESS IN N/AYCLIFFE

Computers

MOBILITY SCOOTER
Wheelchair, 

Any Mobility Items.
T. 07401 133459

Wanted

Sudoku
  2     7  4

    4 2    6

 8 4 5 7

   3 2   6

  8   6   7

   2   9 3

      1 2 9 7

 2    5 4

 6  8     1

PUZZLE CORNER

Mobile
Hairdresser
Cuts from £12.00

Perms from £40.00

Julie 07801 192417
to book an appointment

Hairdressing

Obituary

For Sale

Mobility scooter for 
sale, fully automatic 
folding. It will fit 
into a car boot, 
sensible offers will be 
considered.
Tel 07961 864861

For Rent

Rent a
Washing Machine

for only £5.99 per 
week. Free delivery, 
free installation, no 
deposit, all problems 
fixed free of charge.

Bargain Buys
01325 321678

For Sale

Stressless 2 x 
recliner Windsor 2 
seater sofa, leather 
and foot stool, 
leather starting to 
crack, hence £300 
for pair. Tel 07789 
502173.

Black corner electric 
recliner sofa, 220cm 
x 240cm, immaculate 
condition, £500. Tel 
07789 502173.

Vacancy

Wanted: Gardener/
Handyman

Must have own tools 
and equipment and 
be very reliable. 
Grass and hedge 
cutting plus other odd 
jobs as and when.
Tel: 07563 211015.

Margaret Cowell
(Peggy)

née Kinley

Of Newton Aycliffe, 
formerly of Scarva 
Village, Northern 
Ireland, passed away 
peacefully in St. 
Clare’s Court Care 
Home with her loving 
family by her side 
on 2nd September, 
aged 103 years.
Dearly beloved Wife 
of the late Norman; 
a much loved Mam 
to Son Brian and 
Daughter Eileen; a 
treasured Grandma 
to Andrew, Richard, 
Sara and Helen; a 
much loved Great 
Grandma to Lottie 
and Ben; also a dear 
Mother-in-Law to 
Leslie.
Will family and 
friends please meet 
for a service at The 
Methodist Church, 
Neville Parade 
on Thursday 25th 
September at 12 
noon. To be followed 
by interment at 
Stephenson Way 
Cemetery.

Licensing Act 2003

Application for a new Premises Licence (s.17) 
International Food & Wine, 35b Shafto Way, 
Newton Aycliffe DL5 5QN I, Mohammed 
Nebezadah, have submitted the above 
application on 05.09.25 to Durham County 
Council for: The Sale of Alcohol (off the premises) 
07.00-23.30 Sunday-Thursday and 07.00-00.30 
Friday-Saturday.
Any representations must be made in writing 
by no later than 03.10.25 to: Licensing Office, 
Annand House, John St North, Meadowfield, 
County Durham DH7 8RS. To inspect the 
Licensing register at the above address or seek 
further information contact the licensing team 
by email at: licensing@durham.gov.uk - It is an 
offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with an application and 
the maximum fine for which a person is liable on 
summary conviction for the offence is unlimited.

19th September 2025

Licensing

Bennett

Harry (former 
Chairman of 
Woodham Golf 
and Country Club), 
aged 88 years, of 
Woodham, passed 
away peacefully 
in hospital on 6th 
September. Much 
loved and loving 
Husband of Ilene, 
dearly loved Dad of 
Paul and Michael, 
dear Father-in-Law, 
Grandad and Great-
Grandad. Will family 
and friends please 
meet for service 
at St. Elizabeth’s 
Church, Woodham 
on Monday, 29th 
September at 
1.30pm, followed by 
cremation at Wear 
Valley Crematorium 
at 2.30pm. Family 
flowers only please. 
Donations in lieu, if 
desired, to Church 
funds and Mountain 
Rescue.

In Memoriam

Eric Brown

16th September 2024

It’s a year since you 
left us, but we have 
wonderful, happy 
and loving memories 
to cherish, especially 
with our adored 
Grandchildren, Elise 
and Alex.
You worked so hard 
for me and our two 
sons, Craig and 
Peter, now rest in 
peace my darling.
I long to be held in 
your arms and, until 
we meet again, love 
you always and wish 
I could hold you and 
wish you ‘happy 
birthday’ on 19th 
September.
Always in our 
thoughts, Edith and 
all your loving family.

Always In My Heart

18th September 2019

Miss you.
Your loving Husband, 
Alf.

Jean Jimmison

Passed away 
2nd October 2024

It broke my heart to 
lose you. You left me 
all alone. There’s not 
a day I don’t think of 
you. I miss our chats 
on the phone.
Gone, but not 
forgotten. Although 
we are apart. Your 
spirit lives within my 
heart.
Sister Mary, Philip 
and family.

Armstrong
Jason Andrew

12.07.70 - 23.08.25

Dear Son of Kathleen 
and John, Brother 
of David and Justin, 
Brother-in-Law and 
Uncle.

Want to know all the latest 
local news, visit our website
www.newtonnews.co.uk

Derek Currington

Peacefully on 3rd 
September, after a 
short illness, Derek 
aged 94 years. 
Loved and adored 
Dad to Joy, Martin 
and Emma, dear 
Father in Law to 
Elaine and Justin, 
cherished Grandad 
to Charlotte, Katie, 
Andrew, Marc, Elliot, 
Alex and Niamh, 
and a proud Great-
Grandad to Nellie, 
Harper, Eleni and 
Seren. 
Reunited with his 
beloved Gillian. 
Sadly missed by all 
his family and friends. 
Funeral Wednesday 
8th October. Would 
friends kindly meet 
for service in Wear 
Valley Crematorium, 
Coundon at 11.30am.

Funeral
Cards 

Completed within 
24 hours

NEWTON 
PRESS
300212

sales@newtonpress.net

Seaham 25 Newton Aycliffe 5 
Newton Aycliffe Rugby Club travelled to Seaham for their first match in 
this season’s Counties 3 Durham and Northumberland league.
Both sides were closely matched in the opening minutes, with the 
defences on top. Aycliffe were close to scoring early in the half when 
the ball was deemed held in the ruck and Seaham survived with a 
penalty kick to touch awarded. It was Seaham who scored first after 17 
minutes when they threw a short lineout and went over in the corner.  
The game carried on in the same vein until just before half-time when 
Seaham kicked a penalty to take an 8-point lead. Both sides displayed 
good defensive tackling qualities. In particular, back row Lyle Whyatt, 
whose reading of the game and his tenacity in 
defensive tackling, earned him Aycliffe’s man of 
the match. With the last play of the half, Aycliffe 
won a kickable penalty; but Luke Tinkler’s 
vexatious effort came back off the post and the 
game turned around with the hosts 8-0 ahead.
The game was still close, but Seaham further 
increased the lead with a second try, which was 
converted. Soon after, some fine work by the 
Aycliffe backs was finished off by centre Josh 
Dewhurst’s try. Tinkler’s kick was close but 
went just wide. The gap was now down to 10 
points. The next score was critical, and it went 
to Seaham whose unconverted try saw them 
take a 15-point lead with 15 minutes to play. As 
the game ran down, Seaham picked up their 
fourth, bonus point, try for a final victory of 25-5. 
The defeat may have placed Aycliffe close to 
the bottom of the division, however the spirits 
were high. Aycliffe continue to strengthen, week 
on week, on the training ground, but would 
welcome more players to enhance the depth of 
players during this seasons campaign. It’s not 
too late to introduce yourselves on Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings, 6.45pm starts. Come and 
join this family freindly club and learn or refresh 
your knowledge of the game. Bring your boots.

Rugby Club Update
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Time Served Royal Horticultural Society Arborist
• Felling, Dismantling & Pruning • Hedge Cutting

• STUMP GRINDING AND REMOVAL
• Local Authority Approved Contractor

All Areas Covered - Free Quotations and Advice

Alexander Walker TechArborA., ND Arb., SOC Arb
Fully Insured - Professionally Trained - Aycliffe Based

07544 802052
www.awtreecare.co.uk

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work

Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking & 

Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432

Mobile: 07765 374 905

Gardening

Alpine Landscapes
Patios, Driveways, 

Fencing, Decking, Gravel, 
Turfing, Walls. All work 
guaranteed. 25 years 

experience, est 15 years, 
professional advice.

alpinelandscapes.co.uk 
Alan on 07974 710351

ROSEWOOD
TREE WORK
Felled, Pruned, Hedges 
Cut, Fencing, Gravel.

All aspects of
groundwork considered.

20% off for OAPs.
Tel 01325 319972
or 07740 999075

Fences Erected & Repaired

For a Free Quotation
contact Sean on 

07393 738755
srhfencing@yahoo.com

Call Alan
on

07908 793 010

For a FREE quote

SHILDON LOCKSMITHSSHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTORUPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Door
Repair

Specialist

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs
Mechanism Repair/Replacement
Door Adjustment - Door Furniture
Emergency Door Opening
90% OF PARTS IN STOCK

24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114
07748 044 808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Locksmith

Remember to tell the advertiser you 
found them in the Newton News

“NEWTON NEWS”
Deliverers Wanted

for all areas of the town

To put your name on our ‘Reserve List’

Telephone 01325 300212
or email paul@newtonnews.co.uk

We require your name, address, age,
contact number and email address

“Earn some Pocket Money”
SUIT OVER 13 YEARS OR ACTIVE RETIREES

Remember to tell the 
advertiser you found 

them in the Newton News

Storage

“U” STORE
Aycliffe Business Park
Domestic and Industrial 
storage. Open 6 days a 
week. Inside & outside 
storage containers from

£15 per week
TEL: 01325 317716

or 07850 646355

Builder

Jeff HorsleyJeff Horsley
28 years experience

Full Build of Extensions
Porches, Garages,

Garden Walls, Patios,
Concreting and Re-Pointing

FREE ESTIMATES
Guaranteed Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01325 313939Tel: 01325 313939
or or 07970 86996707970 869967

Suites and Chairs
New Foams & Springs
Large Pattern Range

Free Estimates & Advice

TEL: 01740 655908
After hours: 07775 535915

RE-UPHOLSTERY

NEWAVE FURNITURE

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES

• Carpet and 
Upholstery cleaning
• Leather cleaning 

and repair
• Pressure washing

• Gutter clean & repair
• End of tenancy cleans

• Domestic and  
Commercial cleaning
• Janitorial supplies

• Fully insured

07895 697115
01325 496939

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE REPAIRS

ALL MAKES OF WASHERS
TUMBLERS, MICROWAVES
DISHWASHERS
VACUUM CLEANERS
FRIDGE/FREEZERS
COOKERS
* Free Estimates
* No Call Out Charge
* Appliances Plumbed in

Telephone:  321756

GUTTER 
CLEANING 

SERVICE
Gutters, Fascia and 

Soffits cleaned.
Paul 07399 628345

StainStainKleenKleen
Professional Cleaning Services for Carpets, Upholstery, Rugs

and Leather Cleaning - Hard Floor Cleaning
RAPID DRYING - FULLY INSURED

Contact 07817 573604
Website: www.stainkleen.co.uk

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutter and UPVC
Cleaning Service

No Ladders Required
Conservatory Cleaning
Also Gutters Renewed

and/or Repaired
07519 376870

Home Services

‘Laundry Ladies’
Offering a wash, 
dry and ironing 

service (domestic 
or commercial). 

Free collection and 
drop off included. 

Tel 07928 768744 or 
laundryladies16@gmail.com

‘Cleaning Angels’
For all your cleaning 
needs. Commercial 
cleaning available.

End of tenancy,
holiday lets, builders 
cabins, oven cleans, 

office cleaning, window 
cleaning (up to 8ft), 

ironing service available. 
Competitive rates.

Sanitising & Fogging
Find us on Facebook

Angela 07518 798 595

For all your print 
requirements

Newton 
Press 

300212

For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338

waterways@talktalk.net

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs    Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes    Power Flushing

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596

Mobile 07931 591381

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs
Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing
Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

 
 
 

Plumbing

•  Boiler Repairs  •  Boiler Servicing  •
New Boiler Installati ons & Heati ng Systems

•  Qualifi ed Gas Engineer  •
•  ALL PLUMBING WORKS UNDERTAKEN  •

•  Reliable Service  •  Tidy Work  •
•  Free Quotati ons  •  Boilers from £999  •

•  Finance Opti ons Available  •

Call Mark on T: 07340 826 219
or 01325 802 212 (Aycliff e Offi  ce)
E: info@absoluteplumbingandheat.co.uk 

A friendly local company

669174

GARDEN 
SERVICES
Lawns Cut & Maintained

Hedges & Shrubs Cut Back or
Removed. Fences Replaced or 
Repaired. Gravel Work/Borders
TEL 01325 318269
www.esproperty-estate.co.uk

Property Maintenance Services

HOUSEHOLD 
PLUMBING
Plumbing & Heating

Gas Installations
Repairs & Servicing

Landlords Certificates

01325 327290
07790 044455

Gardening
& Odd Jobs
My late wife told me, once, 
she had received a letter from 
the council stating she had a 
dangerously overhanging bush. She said, “I didn’t know 
whether to get the shears out, or the scissors!” 
If you are suffering from the same, or just need tree 
pruning or general garden tidying or anything, just give 
me a call and I will come around for a coffee and a chat 
about what you need doing!

Contact Richard 07832 136674
A Very Friendly Service

Removals

ASK Services
Man + Van, Removal, 

Delivery and lots more.
Contact Paul

07399 628345

R.S.
REMOVALS

Single Items to
Full House Moves

Telephone:
07860 560295

DLPDLP
GARDEN SERVICESGARDEN SERVICES

Call for a quoteCall for a quote
07854 68471207854 684712
Fencing & LandscapingFencing & Landscaping
     DLPGardenServices     DLPGardenServices

• FENCING
• PATIOS
• LAWNS

• DECKING
• and MORE

 Car Chargers
 Fuse Box Replacement
 Extra Sockets & Lights
 Landlord Inspections
 Experienced Electrician
 Tidy & Reliable
 Free Quotes & Advice
 OAP Discounts

No Job Too Small
Give Richard a Call

07859 021039

Established 2005

• Fuse Board Upgrades •
• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •

• EV Chargers Installed •
• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •

• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on 

01325 520526
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)

Website: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

Electrical

DOUBLEDOUBLE
GLAZINGGLAZING
REPAIRSREPAIRS

www.pvcwindowdoor.repair

07973 694458
01325 304079

47 Years Experience

Windows

Published on the First and 
Third Friday of each month
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CCTV
15% OFF

with this 
advert

Aerial Installations

FOR ALL YOUR 
PRINTING

REQUIREMENTS
Newton Press 
 Tel: 300212

BrushstrokesBrushstrokes
DecoratorsDecorators

Free no obligation quotes and
advice from a time served

painter & decorator. 
Interior & exterior work, 

no job too small. 
End of tenancy clean up for 

landlord’s. Gutters and fascias 
cleaned from £60. 

Discounts for OAP & NHS staff
Tel: 01325 312953Tel: 01325 312953

Mobile: 07587 140912Mobile: 07587 140912

G. CROSSEN
PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07340 606402
Time Served  -  C&G  -  Established 1998

S. Sowerby Decorators
All aspects interior & exterior catered for, large/small

Private Dwellings, Commercial, Shops, Offices,
Public House, Landlords and Estates Welcome

Contact Steve
for a free estimate
Telephone: 07896 277593
Email: stevetopdecs@hotmail.co.uk

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator

Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate
01325 483 697

or 07745 037 754

DRAGON 
DECORATORS
All aspects of interior 
& exterior decorating, 
including children’s 

artwork. Over 30 years 
experience. Member of 

“Checked & Vetted”. No 
job too small,
free estimates.

Contact Colin on 
07952 364426

Decorating

Contact Peter on 07876 078577
New Roofs From £5500
Chimney Stacks - Slating - Ridge Tiles Replaced
Tiling - Flat Roofs - Pointing - Leadwork - Guttering
UPVC Facias and Soffi  ts
Storm Damage - Velux Windows

PMHROOFING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

01325 776 535
Chimney Stacks - Slating -

Ridge Tiles Replaced - Tiling - Flat
Roofs - Pointing - Leadwork - UPVC
Facias & Soffits - Guttering - Storm

Damage - Velux Windows

Roofi ng and 
Roofl ine Specialists
Tel: 01325 255800
or 07735 333297

FASCIAS      SOFFITS      GUTTERING

• Fascias • Soffi  ts • Guttering • Full Roofs • Flat Roofs
• Dry Ridge • Dry Verge • UPVC Cleaning
Roof Cleaning & Maintenance, Service, Gutters etc
Free Scaff old Supplied - Family Run Business
www.stevensandsonroofi ng.co.uk

Storm Damage and Insurance Work Covered

JK Roofing
All Roofing Work Undertaken

From One Tile to a Full Roof - Felt Roofs - Chimney Re-points 
- Dry Ridge System - Dry Verge - UPVC Fascias and Soffits.
Covering Aycliffe for the past 15+ years.
Free estimates:

07305 163146 or 07511 608311

Roofing

C SMILLIE
• Joinery •
• Building •

• Decorating •
Established 1984 - 40th Anniversary

Apprenticeship Served

312024  after 6pm

Joinery

WASPSWASPS

01325 301063
07790 732089

www.pestguard1.co.uk

Think you may have a wasp nest?

Call PESTGUARD Today
Fully Licensed & Insured

40+ years trading
throughout the North East

Experts in Industrial, Commercial &
Domestic Pest Control

• Over 24 years in the Pest Control Industry
• Fully Insured     • RSPH Level 2 Qualifi cation

E: info@protechdirectpestcontrol.com
W: www.protechdirectpestcontrol.com

Tel: 01325 310520

Pest Control

NEW ROOFS - ROOF REPAIRS
DRY RIDGE - DRY VERGE
FLAT ROOFS - ROOFLINE SYSTEMS
ALL INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN
Phone for a FREE quote

07858 365891 - 01388 601505

Specialists in New
Conservatory Roof Systems

NEWTON NEWS
NEWTON NEWS is published and printed by Newton Press, which was first established 
in 1948 and incorporates “The Newtonian”. Visit the on-line version at www.newtonnews.
co.uk
DISCLAIMER Newton News cannot be held responsible for advertisers offering goods 
or services. As a general rule we would advise NOT to part with any money until the order 
has been completed to your full satisfaction.
All information is correct, to the best of our knowledge, at the time of printing. Newton 
News accepts articles in good faith and takes no responsibility for errors and/or omissions.

Aycliffe Village 
WI Update
Our next meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 24th September at 7.00pm in 
Aycliffe Village Hall. 
The speaker will be Alison Grange from 
Hopetown in Darlington, who will help 
us celebrate 200 Years of The Railways, 
with an exciting talk about our railway 
heritage. Please feel free to join us at 
the meeting, non members are very 
welcome. 
Refreshments are provided during the 
evening. 
If you are interested in joining our WI, 
come along and find out what we do. 
For all details of meetings and visits 
contact our President Anne Brown via 
email aycliffevillageWI@durhamwi.co.uk

W/E 07/09/2025
Under 7’s played against Hartlepool Wolves in their first game, enjoying the 
experience. Goals from Eli & Jamie.
Under 8’s Juniors played against Barnard Castle in their first game, 
scoring some wonderful goals through Noah (3), Arron and Oscar. In the 
development game, Jacob M (2), Arron, Noah (2) and Oscar scored the goals 
with Zack playing amazing in goal.
Under 9’s Blues started their league campaign away to Kader Athletic, with 
goals from Leland (4) and Nate (2). Oliver and Harrison F kept a clean sheet 
between them, playing a half each in goal. PPOTM was Leland and POTM 
was Jude.
Under 10’s Reds faced Riverside Juniors at Woodham in a very close game. 
Bear grabbed Aycliffe’s goal from Michael’s corner. POTM was Gazza and 
PPOTM was Bear.
Under 10’s Juniors kicked off the season away to Stockton Town FC in a 
great end to end game, Zach scored Aycliffe’s goal. MOTM was Lincoln.
Under 11’s Whites entertained Prissick City, playing some brilliant football, 
Thomas scored from outside the box, Olly then produced a superb solo run 
to curl past the keeper. Max was outstanding in defence, Brodie battled for 
every ball and Ozzy pulled off two world-class saves late on.
Under 11’s played against Middleton Rangers Spitfires, battling back to 
score goals through Noah A, Isaac D and new signing Alan F, who bagged 
two. MOTM was Harvey P, who made some great saves.
Under 12’s Reds travelled to Great Ayton, controlling the game from start 
to finish with a convincing 6-1 victory, goals coming from Andrew (2), Latitia, 
Bryan, Koa and Louie. MOTM was new captain Fynley, who was outstanding 
in defence. 
Under 12’s Blacks entertained Billingham United Hornets, grabbing an 
impressive 4-1 win. Goals from JJ, Jack B, Alfie and Riley. POTM was 
awarded to Liam, who made some phenomenal saves.
Under 13’s Whites played against Gateshead, drawing 1-1. Jarrod scored 
Aycliffe’s goal from the halfway line. 
Under 13’s Blacks travelled to face Eaglescliffe Elimentis Royals, putting in 
a masterclass of a performance with a 9-0 win. MOTM Riley led the scoring 
with four goals, Kai (2), Lucas (2) and Ryley rounded up the scoring. 
Under 14’s Whites entertained Swalwell, coming away with a fantastic 5-1 
win, goals coming from James (2), Harry, Oliver and MOTM Allem.
Under 14’s Blacks played Whiteleas Eagles, in a tight game, Aycliffe won it 
2-1 with goals from Olly & Kaylm. MOTM was shared between the team for a 
great performance. 
Under 14’s travelled to Leven, coming home with a comfortable 6-0 win, 
goals from Jonah (4), Jake and Lucas. MOTM went to Olly B, for a fantastic 
defensive performance.
Under 15’s kicked off the season at home to Shildon, drawing 2-2. Goals 
from Layton W and Kodi. MOTM was Lucas, who was superb.
Under 23’s lost at home in the league trophy against Ouston Cherry Tree, 
conceding two early goals, Ethan pulled one back before conceding again, 
then got caught chasing and conceded a third. Ethan Stoker scored for us.
W/E 14/09/2025
Under 8’s Juniors played against Northallerton Town Reds in a game full of 
goals, with MOTM going to Arron, taking control of the game with some great 
finishes.
Under 9’s Blues travelled to Billingham, playing great football and scoring 
goals through Leland (4), Nate, Carter and Oliver. PPOTM was Carter and 
POTM went to Nate.
Under 9’s entertained Stockton, scoring a good goal from Harry.
Under 10’s Juniors welcomed Richmond Pro Player, in a fantastic game of 
football. Goals from Zach & Connor (2), with MOTM Kian assisting all three 
goals.
Under 10’s Reds welcomed Riverside Juniors United, putting in a great 
performance with goals from Thomas, Bear (2), and Fox (2). POTM was 
Parker and PPOTM was Korben.
Under 11’s entertained Mount Pleasant Rangers, with goals from Noah A (2) 
and Alan F. MOTM was awarded to Kayson R, who was excellent in defence 
on his debut. 
Under 12’s Blues played against Shincliffe Juniors winning impressively 5-1. 
Goals were scored by Bryan (2), Latitia, Kalel, Loa and Andrew, who won 
MOTM.
Under 12’s Reds played against Normanby Oranges, winning 3-1 with goals 
from Andrew (2) and Charlie. MOTM was Andrew.
Under 13’s Whites drew 3-3 against Hebburn Town, with goals from Chase, 
Liam and Oscar, who won MOTM.
Under 13’s Blacks had a tough game, showing glimpses of last week’s 
performance, but could not get the win. The Aycliffe goal was scored by Kai 
C, with MOTM going to Riley R.
Under 14’s continued their great start to the season with an impressive 9-0 
win away to Northallerton Town Reds. Goals from Jonah (4), Lucas, Dan, 
Shay, Dom and Oscar ensured Aycliffe finished the weekend top of the 
league.
Under 15’s travelled to Barnard Castle in the county cup. In a very well 
contested physical game, Aycliffe dominated to win 6-1. Goals were scored 
by Layton W (3), Oscar J (2) and Jonah. MOTM was hat-trick hero Layton W.
Under 23’s travelled to top of the table Drunken Duck who held a 100% 
winning record, Aycliffe scored late through Andrew B, only for the opposition 
to equalise for 1-1. MOTM was shared between Alex B and Charlie W.

Newton Aycliffe Juniors
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•  Doors  •  Windows  •  Porches  •
•  Garage Doors  •  Bi-Fold Doors  •

We also complete all
aspects of repair work on: 

Misted Units and Broken Locks

For a sensible, no obligation quotation call

07816 675935

- THE WINDOW GUY -

Electric AdjustableElectric Adjustable
Bed RangesBed Ranges

Est.                                           1898

BIG SIZE MENSWEAR
2XL to 8XL

huge range of designs now in stock

FROM

£599

Free Delivery

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

Fault Finding / Repairs Qualifi ed Electrician
Extra Lights and Sockets Reliable Service
New Fuse Boards / Alarms Tidy Work
Rewires   Free Quote
Landlord Inspections  Satisfaction Guaranteed

Newton News is published by Newton Press, c/o Blue Bridge Centre, St Cuthberts Way, Newton Aycliffe, County Durham DL5 6DS - Printed by Mortons Print Ltd, Morton Way, Boston Road Industrial Estate, Horncastle LN9 6JR

Ultimate Home Services
Kitchens Supplied & Fitted

Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted
- Free Quotations -

Call Stuart
01325 311838

or 07508 072119
www.ultimatehomeservices.co.uk

0191 462 0113

N.A.F.C. REPORT
Newton Aycliffe travel to Heaton 
Stannington on Saturday 20th September, 
in the Second Qualifying Round of the 
Isuzu FA Trophy. 
Aycliffe’s last three games came in three 
separate competitions, the Isuzu FA 
Trophy, the Durham County FA Frank 
Pattison Challenge Cup and, finally, the 
Northern Premier League East Division. 
Two of these games were against the same 
opposition in Blyth Town.
6th September
Newton Aycliffe 3-0 Blyth Town
Aycliffe were dominant in this home victory, 
which saw them progress to the Second Round Qualifying of the Isuzu 
FA Trophy. Debutant Andrew Nelson made it 1-0 in just four minutes 
when he fired a cool shot past Blyth’s De Jesus. Nelson would get his 
brace in the 39th minute after Blyth Town’s defenders gave the skilled 
forward too many touches in the box as he once again scored with a 
composed finish. Goal of the game, however, came in the 77th when 
substitute Louis Burns rocked a powerful shot from outside the box that 
almost no keeper could have dealt with. 
10th September
Crook Town AFC 1-0 Newton Aycliffe
A poor game for the neutral on a drizzly night saw Crook Town knock 
Aycliffe out of the Durham Challenge Cup. It was a game where 
Crook’s man of the match was probably goalkeeper Ryan Johnson, 
who made several tremendous saves towards the second half’s end. 
The one goal came when Nathan Stephenson fired a powerful shot 
into the top corner in the 69th minute. Aycliffe did graft hard in the final 
20 minutes, but Crook managed to see the game out and equally still 
apply pressure to the Aycliffe defence on counterattacks. 
13th September
Newton Aycliffe 0-1 Blyth Town
Blyth Town’s Adam Johnson scored the only goal of this contest in the 
47th minute which saw Blyth Town record their 
first league win of the season and avenged 
their defeat from a week earlier.
Fixtures
Saturday 20th September – Heaton 
Stannington (a) FA Trophy
Saturday 27th September – Ossett Utd (h)
Tuesday 30th September – Garforth Town 
(a)
Saturday 4th October – Consett (a)
Tuesday 7th October – Redcar Athletic (h)
Saturday 11th October – Silsden (a)
Photo by Yvonne Wood - Recent signing Tom 
Henson in action against Blyth Town.

The Mayor of Great Aycliffe, Councillor 
Ken Robson, had the honour of meeting an 
amazing young author, Daisy Mathison at the 
Council Chamber last Tuesday.
Daisy, has published a beautiful book entitled 
‘Hugsy Brightheart and the Missing Star’ which 
was written and dedicated to the memory of 
her dad, Daley.
The Mayor was thrilled to meet Daisy and said, 
“It was an absolute pleasure to welcome Daisy 
and her mum, Natalie, to Great Aycliffe Town 
Council offices. What an articulate 9-year-old. 
Daisy explained to me that her book was an 
attempt at dealing with grief, following the 
demise of her father.”
Daisy also has a new book for children to 
read, called ‘Hugsy Brightheart - The First 
Day of School’, these books can be found on 
Amazon.

Mayor Welcomes 
a VIP Visitor

Breakfast Club
On Saturday 20th September we are 
launching the Newton Aycliffe Armed Forces 
and Veterans Breakfast Club from 9.30am - 
12.00 noon in the Veterans Centre, Unit 3B 
IES Centre, Horndale Avenue, Newton Aycliffe 
DL5 6DS (next to Blue Bridge).
Full breakfast menu available, you will also 
be able to walk through the workshops, talk 
to members who help deliver the Art Group, 
Modelling Group and the Vintage Veterans 
Restoration Project as well as visit the VR and 
new 3D printing project.

Folk Night
The Candlelite Club will hold their next event 
at Moore Lane Sports Club on Wednesday 
15th October from 8.00pm until 10.30pm.
Performing on the evening will be the West 
Coast Band who are an Eagles cover band.
Please contact me for seats on 01740 621347.
Joan Edmundson.


