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Newton News

Ayclive Music Festival is fast 
becoming one of the biggest 
and brightest highlights in 
the Newton Aycliffe calendar. 
What started as a local 
celebration of live music and 
community spirit has quickly 
grown into a much-anticipated 
annual event that draws in 
festivalgoers from near and 
far.
The Ayclive CIC team are 
already hard at work behind 
the scenes, preparing to make 
Ayclive 2026 our biggest and 
best festival yet. We’re thrilled to announce that next year’s festival will 
take place on Friday 24th and Saturday 25th July 2026 at the OakLeaf 
Sports Complex – and trust us, you’re going to want to be there.
If you attended this year’s festival, you’ll already know just how special 
it was. From incredible live performances and fantastic food and 
drink, to the unbeatable atmosphere created by the throng of happy 
festivalgoers, it was a weekend to remember. The feedback has been 
overwhelming, and we are determined to keep building on this success. 
That means even bigger names, even more entertainment, and an 
unforgettable experience for the whole family.
But, before we reveal too much about what’s in store for 2026, we’re 
giving our loyal supporters and early, early birds a chance to secure 
their place at the best possible price. To get the ball rolling, we have 
launched our exclusive ‘Got The Worm’ offer – a limited batch of early 
tickets for both Friday and Saturday at prices you simply won’t believe.
These tickets won’t last long. Once they’re gone, they’re gone – and 
with the buzz already building for Ayclive 2026, we expect them to sell 
quickly. If you know you’ll be there (and why wouldn’t you?), this is your 
chance to lock in a weekend of incredible live music, entertainment and 
community spirit for a fraction of the usual cost.
Don’t miss out – visit www.ayclive.co.uk now to grab your ‘Got The 
Worm’ tickets before they sell out.
Join us as we make history once again and continue to grow Newton 
Aycliffe’s very own music festival. Ayclive 2026 promises to be the most 
exciting year yet – and we can’t wait to see you there!

Have You ‘Got The 
Worm’ for Ayclive 2026?

Every day across County Durham, ordinary 
people do extraordinary things. They are the 
neighbours who quietly check in on someone 
vulnerable, the volunteers who give up their 
evenings to keep young people safe, the 
carers who put others’ needs before their 
own, and the community groups who bring us 
together.
These unsung heroes rarely seek recognition, 
but they deserve it. That’s why this year I 
have agreed to sponsor the County Durham 
Together Awards in partnership with The 
Northern Echo, to celebrate those whose 
courage, compassion and commitment make 
our communities safer, stronger and more 
resilient.
These awards are a chance to say “thank you” 
to people who often work in the background 
without any recognition and reward, but whose 
impact is felt across our county. Each of the 
categories reflects the qualities and values 
that make County Durham such a special 
place to live.
Celebrating Every Contribution
Take the Young Person Award. I see the 
dedication and potential of young people 
every day through our Durham Police Cadets 
and Apprentices. Who not only gain skills 
for their future, but also play an active role in 
community events, raising awareness of safety 
and supporting causes close to their hearts. 
They are proof that young people can be 
powerful agents of change.
The Community and Voluntary Group Award 
highlights the strength of collective action. 
As PCC, I work closely with voluntary groups 
across the county, from Bloom groups who 
bring colour and pride back to our towns and 
villages, to specialist organisations supporting 
victims of crime and antisocial behaviour. 
Their work often goes unseen, but has a 
profound impact on wellbeing, confidence and 
resilience.
The Carer of the Year Award reflects the 
sacrifices made by those who dedicate their 
lives to looking after others. During my visits 
to local services, I have met countless carers 
who embody compassion and selflessness, 
qualities that strengthen the very fabric of our 
communities.
The Public Service Award provides an 
opportunity to celebrate the outstanding 
dedication of those in public service. I am 
privileged to work alongside partners from the 
public sector who consistently go the extra 
mile to serve the public. 
Other categories, from Health and Wellbeing 
to Environment, showcase the breadth of 
ways people contribute to the common good. 

Shining a Light on
Local Unsung Heroes

Whether it’s a volunteer leading a mental 
health support group, a resident championing 
recycling and greener living, or a charity 
raising funds to protect our most vulnerable, 
there is truly something for everyone.
Why Recognition Matters
Too often, these acts of service, kindness and 
courage go unrecognised. Yet they are the 
very things that keep communities safe and 
cohesive. 
By sponsoring these awards, my aim is 
not only to celebrate those already making 
a difference, but also to inspire others. 
Recognition has a ripple effect: it encourages 
more people to step forward, take action, and 
play their part in building safer, stronger and 
more resilient neighbourhoods
Partnership is at the heart of this. Just as I 
work with local councils, charities, schools 
and residents to tackle issues from antisocial 
behaviour to substance misuse, these awards 
are delivered in partnership with The Northern 
Echo. Together, we can ensure the stories of 
these remarkable people are told widely and 
remembered.
How to Nominate
If someone in your community has inspired 
you, supported you, or made a difference to 
your life, now is your chance to give back.
Nominations are open now across ten 
categories, and winners will be announced 
later this year at a special awards ceremony.
Let’s not allow their contributions to go 
unnoticed. Nominate someone today at 
County Durham Together Awards 2025, and 
join us in celebrating the people who make 
County Durham safer, stronger and more 
resilient.
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Newton Aycliffe 
Navy Club

Back to the 80’s Disco
Night Extravaganza

Saturday 13th September
Tickets £3.00 - available at the Bar

Sunday Night Entertainment
£2.00 entry

Sunday 7th - ‘Micky Walters’
Sunday 14th - ‘Angie’

Sunday 21st - ‘Michelle B’
Sunday 28th - ‘Ellie Romano’

Tuesday Afternoon 1.00pm - 5.00pm
Afternoon Drinks - All Welcome

Thursday Evening
Quiz Night - 9.00pm

Friday Night
Bingo and Domino Handicap - 8.00pm

Saturday Night
Karaoke - 8.00pm - 11.00pm

Sunday Afternoon
Domino Handicap

FREE POOL
All day Saturday & Sunday Evenings from 7.00pm

ROOM FOR HIRE
Ideal for gatherings such as birthdays, anniversaries, 

memorials and funeral receptions.
For more details contact the club 01325 311525

FRIDAY 31ST OCTOBER 2025FRIDAY 31ST OCTOBER 2025

ROF59 ACTIVITY CENTRE, 5-8.30PMROF59 ACTIVITY CENTRE, 5-8.30PM

Scare Walk and Surprises . . .
Halloween Theme Disco

Trampoline and High Runway
Halloween Treats for all children (supplied by Shake ‘n’ Cake)
Prizes for best Fancy Dress  •  Bar and Refreshments

Tickets: Under 16s - £15
16 & Over - £10
(+50p booking fee per ti cket)

(All who att end require a ti cket,
under 16s MUST be accompanied)

Available online only from:
aycliff eradio.co.uk/ti ckets

FAMILYFAMILY

HALLOWEENHALLOWEEN
SPOOKTACULARSPOOKTACULAR

Dare you try the 
‘Drop Zone’?

(Additi onal cost for Drop Zone entry)

Tombola / Raffl  e in aid of
Five Acres Community Garden

Sunday’s show was a ManHealth special 
when Ciaran McMenamin and Paul Wilson, 
from ManHealth, joined us in the studio to 
bring us up-to-date with what events and 
support groups are taking place in our region, 
and to discuss the alarming rise of mental 
health issues in young men, and the growing 
concerns of the number of suicides, and 
the need for charities such as ManHealth to 
provide much needed support, guidance and 
training, and to raise awareness for a vital, and 
worthwhile, cause that saves lives.
Around Town, Sunday mornings 10.00 to 
12.00 noon on Aycliffe Radio.
Phill & Andy
Around Town Aycliffe Radio.

ManHealth 
Special
Around Town - Sunday 24th August

AA  NightNight  ofof  FrightsFrights
andand  FamilyFamily  FunFun
ROF59 is set to transform into a haunted haven of thrills and chills this 
October as the much-anticipated Halloween Spooktakular returns on 
Friday 31st October from 5.00pm to 8.30pm.
The annual family event has become a highlight of Newton Aycliffe’s 
seasonal calendar, drawing visitors from across the region. This year 
promises to be bigger, bolder and scarier than ever before, with a wide 
range of activities and entertainment to delight children and adults 
alike.
Guests can look forward to the legendary Scare Walk, where ghouls 
and ghosts wait around every corner, as well as a spine-tingling 
Halloween disco to keep the party atmosphere alive. For those seeking 
more physical thrills, the centre’s trampolines and high runway will be 
open throughout the evening. The truly fearless can even test their 
nerves on the towering 19-metre Drop Zone - if they dare.
Adding to the fun, every child will receive a sweet Halloween treat 
thanks to local business Shake ’n’ Cake, and there will be prizes 
awarded for the most creative and spooktacular fancy dress costumes. 
A fully stocked bar and refreshments will also be available, ensuring 
that parents and guardians can enjoy the evening just as much as the 
children.
This year’s Spooktakular is being held in support of Five Acres 
Community Garden, a much-valued local initiative that provides space 
for growing, learning and wellbeing within the community. By attending, 
families will not only enjoy a magical evening of Halloween fun, but 
also help raise vital funds for an organisation that benefits so many in 
Newton Aycliffe and beyond.
Event organiser, Aycliffe Radio, said: “We are thrilled to be bringing 
back the Halloween Spooktakular for another year. It’s an event that 
families look forward to and we love seeing the community come 
together to celebrate in such a fun way. With the scare walk, disco, 
trampolines and, of course, the Drop Zone, there really is something for 
everyone - and it’s all in aid of a fantastic local cause.”
Tickets are on sale now and are priced at £15 for under 16s and £10 
for over 16s (plus a 50p booking fee). All attendees require a ticket to 
enter, and under 16s must be accompanied by an adult.
Tickets can be purchased online at www.ayclifferadio.co.uk/tickets - 
early booking is strongly advised as demand is expected to be high.

Fibromyalgia 
Support Group
This is a safe, supportive space, where 
you can connect, share and find real 
understanding from others attending. 
Refreshments will be available.
The next meeting dates: 
Tuesday 9th September 2025
Tuesday 23rd September 2025
Tuesday 7th October 2025
Tuesday 21st October 2025
All take place from 12 noon to 2.00pm.
Meetings are held at the Bus Preservation 
Society, Langton Business Park, Aycliffe 
Business Park, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6BL 
(behind Aycliffe Physio), if you can afford a 
donation that would be great.
No need to book, just pop along … anyone 
can attend with you (partner, friend, carer).

Get On Board 
with Bus Travel
Residents are being encouraged to take 
advantage of discount bus fares in County 
Durham as part of a nationwide campaign to 
promote bus travel.
This September, Durham County Council is 
backing Catch the Bus Month, a campaign that 
celebrates the contribution buses make to the 
economy, as well as reducing congestion and 
air pollution.
In County Durham, residents and visitors 
can benefit from a range of discount fares, 
subsidised by the North East Combined 
Authority (NECA), of which the council is a 
partner.
These include the £5 Durham Day Rover 
ticket, which allows people to hop on and off 
bus services, run by any operator in the county 
on the same day. Young people aged 21 and 
under can take advantage of Get Round for £1 
single fares, as well as £3 day tickets, which 
allow unlimited travel across the region. All 
single fares for all bus users are capped at 
£2.50.
Many attractions in the region also offer 
discounts to visitors who travel by public 
transport as part of the Car Free Days Out 
scheme.
Durham County Council launched Catch 
the Bus Month by bringing together 
representatives from two of the county’s 
bus operators, Arriva and Weardale Travel, 
in Bishop Auckland Market Place. Bishop 
Auckland will soon be home to a new bus 
station, which is due to open early next year 
as part of the wider regeneration of the town.
The council’s travel team will also be out and 
about across the county raising awareness 
of Catch the Bus Month, including running 
pop up stands at Locomotion in Shildon on 
Wednesday 10th September; Ushaw Historic 
House, Chapels and Gardens on Wednesday 
17th September; and at an information event 
organised by Karbon Homes at Bullion Hall in 
Chester-le-Street on Monday 22nd September. 
They will also be attending a meeting of 
Shildon Children and Young People Access 
Network to promote Get Round for £1.
For more information about bus travel, ticket 
options, discounts and Car Free Days Out in 
County Durham, visit:
www.durham.gov.uk/CountyDurhamByBus
Catch the Bus Month is organised by Bus 
Users UK, a charity that champions the rights 
of bus and coach users. To find out more, visit:
www.bususers.org/catchthebusmonth
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Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you through those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

Cobblers Hall Village Centre
Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe

Tel: (01325) 319519

•  UPVC Windows & Doors  •
•  Conservatories  •

•  Composite Doors  •
•  Bi-Folding Doors  •

Telephone 01325 468222
Email: info@bespoke-windows.co.uk

SIESTA BLINDS
BLINDS DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY

View online: www.siestablinds.com
Visit our showroom:

Whinfield Drive, Aycliffe Business Park DL5 6AU
Book an appointment: 01325 309003

OPEN:
Monday-Thursday 8.00am-5.00pm

Friday 8.00am-4.00pm, Saturday by appointment

HAVE YOU MADE A WILL?
We can help protect your family’s interests.
Protect your PROPERTY for your loved ones.
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Storage.

Call NOW on 01325 324515 for appointment
£89.00 inc VAT (per will) and

Free Home Visits
E.M.P. SOLUTIONS WILLWRITERS & ESTATE

PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

 Members of the Society of Will Writers
 F.Inst.PA (Qualifi ed Paralegal)

Established 1980 - Local Company
Supply & Installation of

Windows, Doors, Patio & French Doors,
Lightweight Tiled Roofs

We also complete all types of remedial
works to existing frames - failed units,

window and door locks.

Contact us 01325 321301
to arrange an appointment or email us on

sales@starlightwindows.co.uk

Tel: 01325 300 605                 
www.aycliffetowncentre.co.uk

At ‘Just The Perfect Gift’ you’ll discover 
cards for every occasion, scented gifts 
including handmade sizzlers, cuddly toys 
including the Jelly Cat range, scarves, 
jewellery, and more! 

Plus personalised gifts ranging from 
coasters to canvas prints; keyrings to 
phone cases; mugs to wine bottles.

JUST THE PERFECT PLACE FOR 
GREETINGS CARDS AND GIFTS
There’s a new shop opening on Beveridge Way  

in Aycliffe town centre where you will find  
that perfect gift for family and friends. 

Visit our shop now on Beveridge 
Way in Aycliffe town centre, where 

you will find the perfect gift.
New gift ideas arriving regularly.

Mugs • Coasters • Phone Holders/Stands
Key Rings • Fridge Magnets • Canvas Prints

Photo Plaques/Stands • Phone Cases
Family Football Print • LED Wine Bottle

Scrabble Tiles Box Frames • Cards
Jewellery • Ornaments • Bath Bombs

Wax Burners/Melts/Sizzlers/Diffuser Oils
Scarves • Wedding & Anniversary Gifts •

Wrapping Paper • Nik Naks

A wide selection
of personalised
gifts suitable
for all ages

ARC TRAVEL LTD

07513 984798
info@arc-travel.co.uk
9 Seater Mini Bus available for 
airport transfers, concerts and 

other special events.
Our hassle free service will take 

you door to door in comfort, 
ring or email for details

HAVE YOU
GOT NEWS
FOR US?

We are always interested
in local news stories.

We like to feature good
news and interesting

items on achievements
& community service

Tel: Paul
01325 300212

or paul@newtonnews.co.uk

     Telephone: 01325 789589
OPENING TIMES: 8.30am-5.30pm Monday-Friday

8.30am-1.00pm Saturday
SPECIALISTS IN NEW TYRES

Servicing, MoT’s, Exhausts, Batteries, Brakes, Clutches,
Suspensions, Welding, Timing Belts and Diagnostics

ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN
No Job Too Big or Small, Give our Friendly Team a Call

Unit E460F Woodham Road, Aycliff e Business Park
Newton Aycliff e, Co. Durham DL5 6HT

01325 789589  -  Email: ayc-auto@hotmail.com

Bruce and Ann Ross celebrated their 60th Wedding Anniversary on 
Saturday 23rd August.
Both were born in Redcar, North Yorkshire, and met at a church dance 
in their home town - Bruce doesn’t dance, but walked Ann home.
When the couple met, Ann worked for the Halifax as a clerk and Bruce 
was starting his career in the police force. Ann retired from the Halifax 
bank in Redcar after being employed there most of her working life,
Bruce retired from Cleveland police as a sergeant.
The couple moved to Newton Aycliffe in 2003 and enjoy their individual 
hobbies; Ann loves her keep fit class, knitting and walking their pup, 
Bertie. Bruce was a keen sportsman, involved in cricket and rugby, 
even representing the police force in rugby. He is also a budgie fancier 
and judge for many years.
Bruce and Ann have three children; Christine, Stuart and Keith as well 
as five grandchildren; Callum, Connor, Melissa, James and Ella.
The whole family got together from around the country to celebrate the 
milestone anniversary with a meal and cake.
Ann says “I think time just flies by and then you reach the number, 
there’s nothing special, each marriage is different as are the people in 
it.”
Cllr Ken Robson, Mayor of Great Aycliffe, and his consort, visited 
the couple at their home on their anniversary to present a bouquet of 
flowers on behalf of the town council.
Ken said “It is absolutely wonderful to be able to help celebrate the 
Diamond Wedding Anniversary of Bruce and Ann Ross as Mayor and 
Mayoress on behalf of Great Aycliffe Town Council. A fantastic couple 
and we wish them all the best for their future.”

60th Wedding Celebrations ACORN
Community Association
Due to factors beyond our control the 
Thursday 11th September meeting at the 
Phoenix Club has been cancelled, but we will 
return in October.
Ken Robson.

Patriotic Car
Dear Sir, 
Whilst driving through Shildon early on 
Sunday morning, 24th August, I noticed that a 
couple of the smaller roundabouts had been 
patriotically adorned with St George’s flags in 
red and white paint. 
It wasn’t until I arrived at work that a 
colleague pointed out I too had apparently 
been ‘decorated’, with splashes of red paint 
running down the side of my car. A closer 
look revealed the tyres, wheel arches and 
bodywork had all received their share of the 
national colours. 
I wonder, therefore, if those responsible for the 
roundabout artwork might be so good as to let 
me have the paint reference number - so I can 
finish the job and match the rest of my car to 
its new patriotic livery. 
Name and address supplied.

NA Women’s Institute
Great North Run News
Newton Aycliffe WI are supporting Great Aycliffe Cancer Support Group 
charity this year as one of our committee members, Viv Williams, will 
be running the Great North Run on Sunday 7th September, on behalf 
of Newton Aycliffe WI, if you would like to sponsor Viv, you can directly 
sponsor her on JustGiving page:
www.justgiving.com/page/vivien-williams-8
any donation, no matter the amount, would be appreciated.
Our long summer days have been giving our members plenty of 
opportunity to explore and now we are ready to plan for our Autumn 
opportunities, be it indoors or outdoors.
There are several proposed trips coming up, including the amazing 
History Wardrobe, Halfway to Hollywood on 26th September, with a 
pre-show fish & chips supper at Colemans, South Shields.
On the 15th October, an afternoon tea treat at Poplars Garden Centre. 
This tea will be subsidised for our members.
We meet on the second Tuesday of each month at 7.00pm in St. 
Clare’s church hall, Central Avenue. We have speakers on varied 
topics, craft evenings, friendship evenings and parties. We have 
access to all manner of informative and varying workshops at WI 
House, all at reasonable prices to suit your budget.
There is no need to be lonely as a WI member, come and join our 
friendly and welcoming Newton Aycliffe WI club. All women are 
welcome, if you have any questions or queries please contact our 
President, Christine Robinson, on 07981 992686.
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Download the app and CLICK . PARK . COLLECT on your next visit
1  Click to place your order
2  Park in a numbered bay
3  & we’ll bring your order to you

Newton Park Services A167, Coatham Mundeville, Darlington DL1 3NL

24/7
OPEN

Forgotten Army
Dear Sir,
I write to honour people, like my dad, who 
fought with the British 14 Army often called the 
‘Forgotten Army’. Honouring the final victory, 
remembering the forgotten sacrifice they made 
in the following places: Burma, Singapore, 
Imphal, Kohima, and the jungles of the Pacific, 
in the heat and hardship of the Far East, British 
and Commonwealth soldiers faced the longest 
and harshest campaigns of WWII.
They fought in silence, often overlooked, yet 
their courage and endurance brought the final 
victory and lasting peace to the world.
Eighty years later, on 15th August 2025, the 
United Kingdom honoured the 80th anniversary 
of VJ Day remembering the ultimate victory 
and the sacrifices of those who fought in 
the shadows of history. I remembered them, 
including the ones who did not return.
On the morning of the 6th and 9th August the 
United Sates detonated two atomic bombs 
over Hiroshima and Nagasaki marking the end 
of World War II.
On the 15th August 1945 the Japanese 
surrendered, and world peace prevailed, now, 
80 years on, we were to celebrate, probably 
the last time we have a chance to do this for 
our veteran’s.
The disappointment I have with this, is the fact 
that we have no recognition in the Town, where 
was our Mayor or other Councillors, Town or 
County, or the MP? The only Church service 
was at St. Mary’s RC Church. I have attended 
a church service on 15th August every year for 
most of my life.
I was six years old when my dad returned.
Vince Crosby.

Donna and Peter Jarps are Friends of Rotary 
Newton Aycliffe and, in the past, they have 
always contributed to our Christmas food bank 
collections. Therefore, when we discovered 
that Peter is a long-distance swimmer and had 
already swum Coniston Lake, 5.25 miles end 
to end, and Ullswater, 7.5 miles end to end, 
we wanted to know more. We suggested that 
he should nominate a charity and RNA would 
support him.
The challenge, Peter told us, is known as the 
‘Chill Swim’. He has one more lake to complete 
the trio and on 6th September he tackles 
Windermere, 11 miles. He has nominated 
Blood Cancer UK as his charity and below is 
the link to donate. Let’s all get behind Peter 
and support him in this amazing achievement. 
http://bit.ly/3JdI0BF

Chill Swim

Fornax ‘Trustworthy’?
Dear Sir,
In the last edition of Newton News and on Aycliffe Radio (3/8/25), 
Ian Jones of Fornax gave interesting accounts of the Newton Aycliffe 
incinerator in an effort to win people round to his claim that the 
incinerator will be safe and Fornax will be a “good neighbour”. By way 
of balance, I would ask people to bear the following in mind.
Since the planning application stage, Fornax has been inconsistent 
about what they intend to burn. As part of the public consultation 
(incidentally, brought about only after pressure from residents) on 
14/6/21 and 15/6/21 Fornax attended two meetings online with local 
councillors, MP Paul Howell and local residents. These meetings were 
recorded and transcripts are included in the DCC planning portal Ref 
DM/21/01500. 
In answer to the question about what they intended to burn, Mark 
Roberts of Fornax said- “… the waste codes that we’re actually 
applying for through the EA permit will mainly be what’s called the 
18s which is for waste from … healthcare and or related research, so 
basically it’s there really for us to support the NHS, support hospitals, 
support health centres and local industry ….. I can pretty much 
guarantee for everybody listening tonight, so it’s mainly going to be 
looking after the clinical waste which is prefix 18. We don’t treat any 
municipal waste.” 
This was confirmed in Fornax’s other publicity – letters to local 
businesses said “The facility would provide a valuable, local and cost-
effective service to the NHS and other similar facilities such as GP 
surgeries and dentists in County Durham and the surrounding area.” 
No mention of Hazardous Waste (HW). Their website gave examples 
of only health-care sources of waste. The incinerator was promoted as 
a clinical waste incinerator, and emphasis placed on helping the NHS.
However, when presented by the Residents Group with data indicating 
that volumes of clinical waste in the northeast could not have sustained 
this incinerator, Fornax submitted a report to the planning inquiry 
stating “Healthcare/Clinical waste is not only a small proportion of the 
waste available for the plant, but also unlikely to form a large proportion 
of the tonnage to be targeted for incineration.” So now we have the 
incinerator presented as a largely HW incinerator.
Mr Jones now states, without any explanation of the discrepancies, 
that 70% of the waste will be clinical. So, either Mr Jones the CEO is 
mistaken, or they will be taking clinical waste from much further afield 
than the northeast. Readers will recall that Fornax’s prime justification 
for siting the incinerator in Aycliffe was that it is central to the clinical 
waste catchment area of Teesside, Durham, Northumberland and North 
Yorkshire. Despite frequent questions from the public, Fornax has 
never denied outright that waste would be coming from Scotland.
In fact, Fornax has applied for their environmental permit to cover a 
whole host of wastes in addition to clinical, eg agriculture, textiles, 
chemicals, oils, power stations, packaging, oily rags (specifically 
excluded, by the way, by Mark Roberts 14/6/21), and many more. 
Everything but the kitchen sink, in other words …. and maybe that too! 
On the radio programme, Mr Jones said that he already knows what 
waste is coming in – and so he should. So why not be open about it? 
And why be coy about waste from Scotland?
Mr Jones says Fornax wishes to be a good neighbour and build 
a trusting relationship. Good neighbours are open, honest and 
transparent in their dealings with others. It seems to me that, 
throughout the whole process, Fornax has been less than open and 
transparent about many crucial aspects of this project. They have a 
long way to go before they can be described as trustworthy.
Yours faithfully, 
Eileen Brewis.

‘Misinformation’
Dear Sir,
In the last edition of the Newton News, Ian 
Jones of Fornax stated that: “The plant 
would generate enough energy to power the 
equivalent of 700 homes. “This statement is 
rather disingenuous as it implies that home 
owners in the area of the incinerator could 
be the beneficiaries of the off-take heat. This 
is far from the truth. Following the planning 
appeal, Fornax signed a s106 agreement 
to construct a network to distribute heat to 
occupiers within 2km of the incinerator. In their 
application to discharge planning Condition 
13, Fornax say they would reduce the pipe 
work to 1km, largely on the grounds of cost, 
and their preference is for distribution within 
Merchant Park, ie nowhere near homes!! 
Therefore the chances of homes acquiring the 
off-take is a false construct. If Fornax stuck to 
the agreement, homes may well have had the 
benefit of the off-take heat.
I quote, from a written statement made by 
Fornax in their application: “In practical terms 
the maximum distance considered for a pipe 
run is - 1km from the source of the off-take.” 
However, I note that Mr Jones refers in the 
article to “organisations within a mile of the 
site” who may want to take up the heat. 
Either he is not familiar with Fornax’s formal 
application or he is not being entirely honest 
about their intentions. One mile is not equal to 
one kilometre, nor is it equal to the 2km as per 
the unilateral undertaking agreement/S106, 
which is relevant to Condition 13.  
The application to discharge Condition 13 is 
yet to be decided by DCC.
Despite Mr Jones’s words, Fornax do not 
appear concerned about building a trusting two 
way relationship, as stated in the mentioned 
article, their concerns are profit. Mr Jones’s 
various accounts, using various media, are 
interesting, as in your previous article (dated) 
and on the radio, Aycliffe Radio 3/8/25, he 
mentions Health and Safety. On Aycliffe Radio 
he states that he will be inviting councillors 
to view the incinerator, but at that time, due 
to health and safety reasons, he was unable 
to send out the invitations, however, he was 
able to entertain within the facility the BBC 
television recording crew and reporter, and 
the ITV television recording crew. It appears 
that Mr Ian Jones is not interested in working 
with the community, being a good neighbour 
or Health & Safety, all they are interested 
in is controlling the narrative and portraying 
themselves in a positive light.
To conclude, profit and controlling the narrative 
are the objectives. If they are giving misleading 
and false constructs now, can you imagine the 
misinformation, should a permit is given?
Hilda Longley.

WALKERS
BUTCHERS and BAKERS

Simpasturegate • Newton Aycliffe • 312022

Your Local Family Butcher & Baker
For all meat requirements plus an on-site bakery

Aycliffe Village
History Society
The next Aycliffe Village History Society meeting will be on Wednesday 
10th September in Aycliffe Village Hall at 7.30pm.
The speaker for the evening will be Anya Kirkby from Durham Mustard 
with her talk on ‘The Origins of Mustard Powder’. Refreshments will be 
provided. Non members and visitors are very welcome to join us.
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Free Family 
Fun Day
On Heighington Village Green
Saturday 6th September, 12 noon - 4.00pm
Join us for an unforgettable day of magic, 
laughter and joy in the beautiful village of 
Heighington! Pack your picnic blanket and get 
ready for: Fantastic Dog Show, Face Painters,  
Silent Disco, Carnival Fun Fairs Fairground 
attractions, Ice Cream and Bouncy Castles.
It’s the biggest celebration to end the summer 
- a perfect day out for the whole family and 
your last chance to enjoy the holidays in style!
Free entry and fun for everyone, all in support 
of local causes. Let’s come together, make 
memories, and have a fantastic day out.Pioneering Care Partnership (PCP) is thrilled to highlight a generous 

act of kindness from long-standing supporters, Busy Bees, who have 
kindly donated a comfy sofa to its Options service - for adults with 
learning and physical disabilities.
This thoughtful addition is already making a difference, creating a 
warm, welcoming space, where members can relax, connect and feel 
at home.
Carol Gaskarth, Chief Executive of PCP, said: “We’re deeply grateful 
to Busy Bees for their continued generosity. Contributions like these 
go far beyond meeting practical needs; they help us create spaces 
that are safe, inclusive and nurturing for everyone who relies on our 
services. We are also incredibly thankful for the many local champions, 
like Busy Bees, whose ongoing support through donations and 
volunteering makes a lasting difference in our community.”
This isn’t the first time Busy Bees have stepped up to support Options 
members. In 2020, they donated £200, which helped purchase a large 
fridge freezer to support cooking sessions. In 2024 they gave £400, 
which funded a new smart TV for activities and entertainment.”
Linda West, Options Services Coordinator, added: “We are so grateful 
to the Busy Bees, this sofa has made such a difference to us, not just 
a place for socialising, but also for peace in a busy day. Thank you for 
your support over the years, you have made a difference.”
A heartfelt thank you to the Busy Bees team for helping make the 
Options room feel even more like home.
To support PCP and its Options service, visit www.pcp.uk.net

Buzzing With Kindness

Thousands Object
Dear Sir,
In a recent article and radio interview, Ian Jones of Fornax described 
the proposed Newton Aycliffe incinerator as a safe facility and claimed 
Fornax would be a “good neighbour.” Many of us residents fear this 
does not reflect reality.
Many of us argue Newton Aycliffe Business Park, where the hazardous 
waste incinerator would be sited, is not “mostly industrial” as claimed. 
It sites near nurseries, a college, cafes, children’s activity centres, a 
family swimming centre, homes and small local businesses. Durham 
County Council refused planning permission, and residents made clear 
this location is wholly inappropriate for a hazardous waste incinerator.
Thousands of objections were submitted to the Environment Agency, 
which can be viewed online. Local residents and businesses came 
together to campaign against the proposed hazardous waste 
incinerator. A peer review of risk assessments, within the permit 
application, was commissioned, which raised potential concerns we 
believe require serious consideration from the Environment Agency.
Equally troubling are the many pages of waste types included in 
the Fornax application. Many in the community fear emissions pose 
serious long-term risks to the community’s health and the environment.
A Facebook group was created: STOP Heighington Lane Incinerator 
and has over 3,000 members. We strongly hope the Environment 
Agency refuse the permit. 
A hazardous waste incinerator, we feel, does not belong in the heart of 
a community. If one must be built, it should be far from homes, schools, 
and businesses. Newton Aycliffe deserves clean air.
Name and address supplied.

Service of 
Reflection
People affected by suicide are invited to an 
event in Durham City this weekend.
Working with partners, Durham County 
Council and Darlington Borough Council, 
through their joint County Durham and 
Darlington Coroners Service, have 
organised a service of reflection which is 
open to anyone who has been affected by 
suicide in some way.
The service takes place at Durham 
Cathedral on Sunday 7th September from 
6pm to 7pm, with this date chosen as it is 
close to World Suicide Prevention Day on 
10th September.
Preventing suicide and supporting those 
affected by it are priorities for both councils 
and their Health and Wellbeing Boards. 
These boards see the councils work with 
the NHS and Healthwatch groups, which 
represent health and social care service 
users, to improve the health and wellbeing 
of people locally.
A number of organisations that provide 
mental health support have also helped 
organise the service and representatives 
will be at the event to offer assistance to 
anyone who needs it.
Cllr Darren Grimes, Durham County 
Council’s Deputy Leader, whose portfolio 
includes the Coroners Service, said: “Many 
people struggle with their mental health, 
and it is really important that everyone 
knows there is support out there for them 
if they are struggling, Sadly though, some 
people do die by suicide and our Coroners 
Service naturally comes into contact with 
bereaved friends and family as a result.
“Members of the team fully appreciate how 
hard it is for those bereaved by suicide and 
wanted to help. They came up with the idea 
of a service and felt it would be appropriate 
to arrange it around World Suicide 
Prevention Day.
“We’d like anyone who has been affected 
by suicide in any way to feel welcome at 
this event. We hope it will give people the 
chance to reflect in a quiet environment 
and remember loved ones. Support will be 
available to anyone who needs it at any 
point during the service. We hope everyone 
who attends will find it helpful in some 
way.”
The service will be presided over by The 
Vice Dean of Durham Cathedral, The 
Reverend Canon Michael Hampel.
Organisations that have helped organise 
the event, and will be present to provide 
support to people, are: Samaritans, 
PAPYRUS Prevention of Young Suicide, If 
U Care Share, Survivors of Bereavement 
by Suicide, The Compassionate Friends 
and The Coroners’ Courts Support Service. 
The service is also supported by Durham 
University.
World Suicide Prevention Day is marked 
annually on 10th September. Find out more 
at www.iasp.info/wspd

Sight Checks
Dear Sir,
As a 70+ driver, I agree with Joy Allen (PCC) 
and the Government, as regards sight checks. 
Like most older people, I have a sight test 
every two years and do agree that older 
drivers (70+), should have a compulsory sight 
check. Also having some type of health and 
physical check would help, to see if drivers are 
physically fit as well as the DVLA knowing all 
their health matters and if it would impede their 
ability to drive.
But, who would pay the extra costs? Yes, sight 
checks are free for over 70’s, but a medical, or 
even getting a declaration form signed by your 
GP, could come with a cost.
There is one sticking point to all this, why 
victimise the over 70’s, I’m quite sure there are 
a number of under 70’s, who have sight and 
physical problems, even at 17 and all the way 
up to 69, who don’t declare them to the DVLA.
Why not have all drivers have these checks?
For under 70’s every five years, but once 
again, who is going to cover the cost?
Alan Hindmarch.
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Bringing your Business to Life!

01325 300212 - www.newtonpress.net

AYCLIFFE’S

PRINT
SHOP

01325 300212 - www.newtonpress.net

Another New Service . . .
Plan Prints (A2, A1, A0)
 Scanned, Copied and/or Printed
 Posters, Display Boards, Table Plans 
 Flags, Banners, Signage

Contact Stuart
Tel: 01325 300212

stu@newtonpress.net

INDOOR AND OUTDOOR
Banners, Signs, Flags and Posters - ALL SIZES
 Produced on paper, card, plastic, vinyl, foam board, metal, wood,
  perspex, brushed steel, fabric, mesh, fluted, self adhesive, dry wipe.

  Contact Stu at your local printer
  01325 300212 or email stu@newtonpress.net

André Edmundson
Clinical Dental Technician
New Dentures & Repairs
A fully qualiÞed Clinical Dental Technician 

André has over 35 years experience in denture design

GDC No. 129799

   DENTAL
   ViTSA

CLINICAL • TECHNICAL • EXPERIENCED • PROFESSIONAL

1 Norman Terrace, Chilton, DL17 0HF

01388 721284
kate@vitsa.co.uk                                       vitsa.co.uk                              

Royal Mail 
Deliveries
Dear Sir,
As a resident of Byerley Park Estate, could I 
put an open question to the local managers of 
the Royal Mail Service please for an answer to 
our appalling delivery service recently. I don’t 
expect a reply from them!
I recently bought tickets online for an upcoming 
sports event and was assured by the organiser 
that my tickets had been despatched on the 
Thursday evening for the event in 10 days 
time. The tickets hadn’t arrived by the following 
Wednesday, so I began to panic. Purely by 
coincidence, I noticed an unmarked white van 
on the Estate that day occupied by two Royal 
Mail employees delivering parcels (why do you 
need two people in a van to deliver parcels?)
I politely asked them if there would be any 
letter deliveries that day as we hadn’t had mail 
for several days and their response was ‘no’ 
as they had been told by their managers to 
prioritise parcel deliveries over letter deliveries. 
If I needed my post urgently I could go down to 
the Sorting Office to collect my own mail.
I did so and luckily the only person there was 
able to locate my mail after checking my ID, 
to which I was very grateful. Not only were my 
tickets in the batch of mail, but also our credit 
card bill and FOUR NHS hospital appointment 
letters, one of which was bringing forward an 
appointment to within the next few days.
Such service, or indeed non-service, is 
clearly unacceptable in these modern times. I 
appreciate there may be staff shortages and 
that Royal Mail are trying to compete with other 
couriers for parcels, but surely alternating 
between a parcel delivery one day and a letter 
delivery the next day would be an acceptable 
compromise. Going without mail for a week 
when it costs £1.70 to post a first class letter is 
beyond a joke.
Concerned resident,
Byerley Park.

Dear Sir,
Many of you will already be aware of the 
recent and unexpected closure of Heighington 
West Green Surgery. In response to this 
sudden development, considerable effort has 
gone into reorganising and strengthening the 
services available at Bewick Crescent. The 
updated provisions are as follows:
Heighington Doctors Surgery – Temporary 
Closure Update
Following professional advice from a structural 
engineer, Heighington Surgery will remain 
fully closed until approximately 1st December 
2025.
Prescription Collection
•	 Prescriptions will be available for collection
	 at the Hopelands Meeting Room on:
•	 Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays
•	 Between 3:30pm and 5:30pm
•	 The first day for prescription collection at
	 a Prescription Drop Box will be available
	 during the same hours for patients to submit
	 requests. Please note: this service is only
	 available when a staff member is present.
	 Patients can still drop prescriptions off
	 anytime in the current box situated on the
	 wall of the surgery until such time
	 scaffolding will be in place.
Appointments and Clinical Services
•	 GP appointments will continue via
	 telephone and will be managed from Bewick
	 Crescent Surgery, Newton Aycliffe.
•	 Nursing services, including blood tests and
	 other clinical procedures, will also take
	 place at Bewick Crescent.
Covid/Flu Vaccinations
•	 Vaccinations for patients aged 75 and over
	 are scheduled for the weeks commencing:-
	 •	 6th October
	 •	 13th October
	 •	 20th October
These appointments are pre-bookable and 
patients should contact the surgery to book an 
appointment.
Access to Hopelands Meeting Room
•	 Entry is available via Millbank Road or
	 Hopelands, opposite the main school
	 entrance.
•	 Please note: there are steps at the Millbank
	 Road entrance. Patients with mobility
	 difficulties may prefer using the Hopelands
	 entrance.

Heighington Surgery Closure
Parking Guidance
•	 Parking at Hopelands Court is reserved for
	 residents.
•	 If possible, we kindly ask patients to walk to
	 collect or drop off prescriptions.
•	 If driving is necessary, please park in the
	 village centre and walk through the Courtine
	 to access the Meeting Room.
We understand that the closure of West Green 
Surgery may cause inconvenience. However, 
this decision was made based on expert 
structural advice. The Practice is using this 
opportunity to carry out internal improvements, 
which will enhance future medical services in 
Heighington.
Thank you for your patience and 
understanding.
Councillor Gerald Lee & Ruth Lee
(Bewick Crescent Patient Panel).

Rhythm & Tunes 
Festival Returns
Get ready to feel the vibes at this year’s Rhythm & Tunes event.
The music festival is brought to you by the council, in conjunction with 
Darlington Rock n Blues Club and Gasto Promotions. The festival takes 
place from Friday 12th to Sunday 14th September in the town centre.
The great line-up includes:
Friday: The Forum Music Centre, 7.30-11pm, Tickets £10. James 
O’Hara Band, Michael Littlefield and Ross Taylor
Contact: The Forum Box Office for tickets on 01325 363135
Saturday: Main stage, 1pm-6pm, Free
The Southmartins, Duran Duran Experience, Simply Kate Bush and 
Dogshark at the Quakerhouse Pub from 9pm
Sunday: 12noon - 9pm. Rock & Blues fans will love the Sunday line-up. 
Music starts at noon and continues in numerous town centre venues 
until late, including: Greig Taylor Band, Dirty Ruby, The Blue Kings, 
The Boneshakers, The Maine Line, The Dead Seat, The Paul Rodgers 
Story, The Graham Henderson Experience, Martin Burch Band, DC 
Blues, Leeds City Stompers, Bad Bob Bates, DVD, The Rain Kings, 
Kung Fu Blues Band, The Dust Raisers, A Band Called Horse, Dave 
Crabtree Band and The Bone Idols.
The Market Square stage will feature headline bands Rebecca 
Downes, Chris Bevington Organisation and The Animals. The DL1 
Stage will host The Blues Kings, Dirty Ruby and Greig Taylor Band.
Whether soaking up the atmosphere or dancing like nobody’s watching, 
this festival is set to appeal to a broad range of musical tastes. Make 
sure not to miss this fantastic celebration of Rhythm & Tunes. 
For event information, visit: www.enjoydarlington.co.uk

Aycliffe Foodbank
and Drop In Update 
Dear Sir,
Did you know that our sessions at St Clare’s Church Hall every 
Wednesday and Friday afternoon’s, 1.30-3.30 pm are more than ‘just’ a 
foodbank?
We are joined each week by a number of local support groups you can 
chat to over a cuppa such as Man Health, Sisters of Support, Cornforth 
Partnership and Community Money Advice among others. You may 
even be able to get a NHS mini health check!
The week leading up to the August bank holiday weekend, was our 
busiest in the month for both vouchers fulfilled (families supported) 
and also for donations received from our fantastic community here in 
Newton Aycliffe.
As we are ending the school holidays, it’s clear families having been 
struggling.
A whopping total of 155.9kg was donated directly to us during that 
week, plus the leftover pastries and cakes from Greggs, cleaning packs 
from Lifeline and essentials from Tesco.
Shout outs, as always, go to our regular supporters, Tesco, Greggs, 
Lifeline Community Action, Osborne Gas Servcs, Aycliffe Evangelical 
Church, as well as a couple of personal donations (who very kindly 
donated the first pickings from their allotment!). 
If you want to support us, the following items would be very much 
appreciated: small bags of sugar, long life milk, pot noodles, dry dog 
food, individually wrapped biscuits, tinned meat.
Anything, however small, goes a long way to helping the community 
who need some extra support. They, and us, are very grateful - thank 
you.
Aycliffe Foodbank and Drop In.
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MP’s UpdateMP’s Update

E: alan.strickland.mp@parliament.uk

Newton Aycliffe’s 1st team, sponsored by 
Franks the Flooring Store, put in an excellent 
performance to win by five wickets away at 
league leaders Stokesley 2nd XI on Saturday 
16th August in the NYSD 3rd division. 
Choosing to bowl first proved a good decision 
as Aycliffe restricted the home side to 188 for 
8 from their allotted 40 overs. Ben Howard 
took the honours with the ball, finishing with a 
seasonal best 5 for 30 from his superb ten over 
spell. In reply, a brilliant 3rd wicket partnership 
of 145 between Chris Palmer (sponsored by 
Vanila Design & Print), who scored 82 off 108 
balls, extending his club record aggregate runs 
total past the 12,000 mark in the process and 
Jai Sander (42 off 69 balls), was the back bone 
of the innings as Aycliffe reached their victory 
target after 36.3 overs. 
The first team continued their recent good form 
with a nail biting two wicket victory at home to 
Guisborough 2nd XI. The visitors were asked 
to bat first and were bowled out for 118 after 
37.1 overs thanks to some good bowling by 
Matty Greaves (sponsored by Britannia Fire), 
who took 3 for 22, Will Dearden (2 for 18), 
Ben Howard (2 for 20) and Leo Mercy (2 for 
29). In reply, Aycliffe lost wickets at regular 
intervals, but good innings by 16 year old Will 
Dearden, who top scored with 25 off 55 balls, 
Jai Sander (22 off 33 balls) and Leon Patel 
(20 off 35 balls) kept their side in the game. A 
late unbeaten 14 off 11 balls by a cool headed 
Ramzan Hussain, was enough to give Aycliffe 
a tense win after 33.2 overs. The first team 
now sit in fourth place in the 3rd division of the 
NYSD with only three games left to play this 
season. 
The first team travelled to play relegation 
threatened Blackhall 1st XI on Saturday 30th 
August and were comprehensively beaten 
by eight wickets. Asked to bat first, Aycliffe 
scored a respectable 194 for 9 from 40 
overs. Opening batsman Tez Smit again top 
scored for Aycliffe, this time reaching 53 off 
73 balls and his seventh half century of the 
season included eight boundaries and he was 
supported well by Chris Palmer (41 off 48 
balls) and Tom Dearden (28 off 32 balls). In 
reply, the homeside eased to victory with more 
than 7 overs and 8 wickets in hand. The first 
team now sit in fourth place in the 3rd division 
of the NYSD with only two games left to play 
this season.
On Saturday 16th August, Aycliffe’s 2nd team 
put in a good performance to earn a battling 
draw at home to Marske 2nds in the NYSD 
4th division. The visitors chose to bat first and 
piled up an imposing 233 for 5 from their 40 
overs despite some good bowling by 15 year 
old Tom Norman (3 for 49) and 14 year old 
Addison Jones (1 for 38). In reply, openers 
Matt French (52 off 105 balls) and 14 year old 
Trent Telford (49 off 83 balls) put on 106 for the 
first wicket. When they were both dismissed, 
Adam Shaw continued the good work scoring 
an entertaining unbeaten 21 off 11 balls, as 
Aycliffe reached a respectable 169 for 7 at 
stumps to claim a well deserved draw. 
The following weekend, Aycliffe’s 2nd team 
lost, away at Wolviston by eight wickets, 
but the game will be remembered for some 
excellent individual performances by a couple 
of promising Aycliffe youngsters. Opening 
batsman Trent Telford, unluckily out for 49 the 
previous game, made amends when the 14 
year old carried his bat for an excellent career 
best unbeaten 52 off 110 balls, including four 
boundaries. 14 year Freddie Lawler also hit 
a career best score when he finished with 
a superb unbeaten 72 off 78 balls and his 
innings included nine boundaries and a six as 
Aycliffe totalled a respectable 163 for 3 from 
their allotted 40 overs. In reply, the homeside 
eased to their victory target after 32 overs, with 
13 year old Miles Telford marking his senior 
debut for Aycliffe by taking one of the only two 

Aycliffe Cricket Club Scoreboard ReportAycliffe Cricket Club Scoreboard Report

Wolviston wickets to fall, capping a memorable 
day for the two young Telford brothers. 
On the bank holiday Monday, Aycliffe 2nds 
travelled to Northallerton 2nd XI and were 
defeated by 87 runs in game played in very hot 
conditions. Captain Dan Weldon (sponsored by 
Midland Structural Services) led from the front 
putting in an excellent all round performance 
with both bat and ball. During the homesides 
innings, Weldon bowled superbly in the 
scorching heat to finish with 3 for 25 from his 
eight over spell as Northallerton declared on 
200 for 9 after 38.5 overs. Then, when Aycliffe 
replied, he scored 25 off 19 balls and included 
six boundaries. Special mention must also go 
to Leon Patel, who finished with his career best 
figures of 4 for 45 from 8.5 overs, and to Adam 
Shaw, who top scored in the Aycliffe reply and 
was desperately unlucky not to get a deserved 
first half century when he was left stranded 
on 49 not out off 42 balls and his career best 
innings included eight boundaries and a six. 15 
year old Will Moffatt also batted well, chipping 
in with 12 off 17 balls, as Aycliffe were bowled 
out for 113 after 25.5 overs. 
Aycliffe’s 2nd team lost by seven wickets 
at home to Bedale 2nds on Saturday 30th 
August, but the game will be remembered 
because, for the first time in the club’s history, 
a mother and son, Amanda Norman and her 15 
year old son Tom, both played together in the 
same senior team. Tom Norman (sponsored 
by Rite People) marked the unique occasion 
by producing some excellent bowling to finish 
with senior career best figures of 3 for 27 from 
his five over spell. Special mention must go to 
13 year old Jack Collingwood, who made his 
senior debut in the 2nd team game and also 
to captain Dan Weldon, who played his 250th 
senior game for the club in the same match. 
Photo: Cricket Club Secretary, Lee Weldon, 
congratulating his son Daniel after he 
completed his 250th senior game for Aycliffe.

Xmas Fair
Avon Court are holding a Christmas Fair on 
Saturday 22nd November at 1.00pm.
Stalls can be booked in advance; this is an 
indoor event, so limited space, call: 0370 
1924 553 to book your slot or email:
hazel.davis@housing21.org.uk
Stalls are £5.00 each.

While Parliament has been in recess over August, I’ve been a busy 
spending time with local residents’ groups, businesses and community 
organisations. Recess is always a valuable opportunity to spend more 
time here in the constituency, listening to the concerns of local residents 
and seeing the excellent work being carried out in our community. 
Over the summer I had the privilege of visiting a number of employers 
and institutions that play a vital role in the local manufacturing sector. 
At 3M I heard from staff about the cutting-edge work being carried out 
at their Newton Aycliffe site. On a more personal note, my Auntie Jean 
worked at the factory for over 40 years, so it was lovely to meet her 
former colleagues. I’m proud of 3M’s strong record on apprenticeships, 
supporting the next generation, which is a key priority for me as your 
local MP.  
I also visited Northumbria University where I heard about the work 
they are leading to create more routes for young people from our area 
into higher education and degree-level apprenticeships. We discussed 
how to expand opportunities so that young people can gain the skills 
and confidence they need to thrive, whether they choose to go on to 
university, vocational training or straight into work. 
It was also great to visit Tesco in Aycliffe where I met the store manager 
and head office staff to hear about the ways they are supporting our 
local communities, through employment, community grants and food 
bank donations. I was really impressed by the work they’re doing. 
Back in Westminster this week, the Labour government’s focus has 
been a big boost in support for working families. Free childcare for kids 
under 2 has been doubled this week from 15 to 30 hours. This will be 
a massive help to local Mams and Dads, saving on average £7,500 
and helping parents balance work and family life. The government 
has also extended school holiday clubs so children can continue to 
enjoy activities outside of term time and we’re reducing the cost of 
school uniforms by capping the number of branded items. All of these 
measures will help families, improve child development and deliver on 
Labour’s commitment to put more money in your pocket.  
Newton Aycliffe was also given additional funding for policing by 
the government’s Summer Hotspot scheme. This gave Durham 
Constabulary more resources to put boots on the ground to tackle crime 
and anti-social behaviour. It’s been encouraging to see how this funding 
is already making an impact and to hear from officers about their work 
in keeping our town safe. Newton Aycliffe was one of four towns across 
our constituency to benefit from this extra funding, along with Ferryhill, 
Spennymoor and Chilton.  
Finally, I held regular advice surgeries in Trimdon Station, Aycliffe 
and West Cornforth. It’s always great to sit down with local residents 
to discuss issues and concerns. As Parliament returns, my priority 
remains the same: to stand up for our Newton Aycliffe and Spennymoor 
constituency and ensure our community continues to have the support, 
investment and opportunities it deserves. I will keep working hard, both 
locally and in Westminster, to deliver on the issues that matter most to 
us as residents. 

Around Town - Sunday 17th August
Our thanks to our guests on Sunday 17th 
August, Paige Hutchinson came into 
the studio to talk to us about her World 
Challenge Trip to Sri Lanka in 2027, where 
she will get the opportunity to work with 
elephants in one of their many sanctuaries, 
and engage in a wide range of cultural 
experiences. Paige brought her mam, Zoe, 
along for support, but 14 year old Paige 
proved to be a natural, and totally enjoyed 
her time in the studio.
The second half of the show was given over 
to fellow Aycliffe Radio presenter, Colin 
McNeillie, who brought us up-to-date on his 
extensive videoed walks made in order to 
both entertain and raise people’s awareness 
to the beauty of our local countryside and 
most recently the thousands of miles he has 
walked in aid of Alzheimer’s and Dementia 
awareness in the UK and around the world.
Phill & Andy,
Around Town, Aycliffe Radio.

Around Town
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On a hot and sunny August Bank Holiday 
weekend, Middridge Village Hall was brought 
to life with an influx of visitors. The Hall was 
buzzing with chatter, laughter and lots of 
memories from 11am to 4pm on both days.
The exhibition consisted of films, photographs, 
maps and fairy stories, ensuring everyone who 
visited thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Some 
people even came back for the second day!
A recently published book about the History 
of Middridge entitled ‘Life on the Edge’ 
proved to be incredibly popular and anyone 
interested in obtaining a copy should contact: 
middridgehall@gmail.com
Thanks to all who helped.

Middridge 
Through the Ages

In Memoriam

Town Centre
Newton Aycliffe

Tel: 316600

Opticians

MOBILITY SCOOTER
Wheelchair, 

Any Mobility Items.
T. 07401 133459

Wanted

Birthday 
Remembrance

Obituary

For Sale

Mobility scooter for 
sale, fully automatic 
folding. It will fit 
into a car boot, 
sensible offers will be 
considered.
Tel 07961 864861

For Rent

Rent a
Washing Machine

for only £5.99 per 
week. Free delivery, 
free installation, no 
deposit, all problems 
fixed free of charge.

Bargain Buys
01325 321678

Mobility scooters, 
folding, powered 
w h e e l c h a i r s , 
excellent condition. 
Try and buy. Tel 
07850 646355

Congratulations

Arnold Rowland

28/12/50-25/8/23
In loving memory of 
Arnie, my beloved 
Husband and 
Soulmate.
Life may never be 
the same without 
you, but I am 
grateful for the time 
we had together. 
The memories we 
created will forever 
be cherished and 
treasured.
All my love, Sandra
xxxx

For Sale

Golf Clubs for sale 
in good condition.
Tel 07511 869501.

Four 30” x 88” sliding 
doors including 
fittings. £50.00
Tel 01325 316931.

George & Sylvia 
Smith

Happy Diamond 
Wedding 

Anniversary
Lots of love from
all the family xxxx David Atkins

Sept 12th
1977 - 2017

To a loving Son, so 
badly missed.
Love you David,
from Dad xxxx

Thinking of you 
Brother, from Paul, 
Brianne, Brogan, 
Jade and Olivia.
Love you always xxx

Hartley

Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary

4th September 1965
Happy anniversary 
Keith. Thank you 
for sixty wonderful 
years. I wish we 
could have all those 
years all over again.
Love you, Elizabeth x

Stressless 2 x 
recliner, Windsor 2 
seater sofa, leather 
and foot stool, 
(leather starting to 
crack), hence £300 
for pair. Tel 07789 
502173

Black corner electric 
recliner sofa, 220cm 
x 240cm, immaculate 
condition, £500. Tel 
07789 502173

Doreen Hall

Of Newton Aycliffe, 
passed away 
peacefully in Bethany 
House Nursing Home 
on 16th August, aged 
90 years.
Dearly beloved Wife 
to George; a much 
loved Mam of Carol; 
a dear Mother-
in-Law; a proud 
Grandma and Great 
Grandma.

Rosalind Mary 
Woodward

(nee Murphy)

My Beautiful Mum
11th September 2019

Your beautiful spirit 
glows like the sun, 
a reminder of the 
love and warmth 
you gave. I am so 
blessed to have had 
that journey with 
you as my Mum, our 
treasured memories 
forever safe in my 
heart, and your Rose 
forever blooms’.
Dawn

Lee Smith

7th September
Another birthday 
without you Lee and 
it doesn’t get any 
easier. Have a happy 
heavenly birthday 
and party with the 
angels.
Love forever, Mam & 
Dad.

The world’s most famous 
steam locomotive, Flying 
Scotsman, has officially 
joined the Titans of Steam 
lineup at Hopetown 
Darlington this month, 
marking a historic moment for 
railway heritage and steam 
enthusiasts around the globe.
Built in 1923 and renowned 
for being the first locomotive 
to officially reach 100mph, 
Flying Scotsman stands as a towering symbol of British engineering 
and innovation. Now, over a century later, the legendary locomotive 
takes centre stage alongside other steam giants as part of the Titans 
of Steam exhibition - a celebration of powerful, iconic, and awe-
inspiring engines showcasing Britain’s engineering might.
Titans of Steam showcases the legends of the railways, uniting both 
famous and lesser known, but historically relevant, locomotives from 
around the country into one prestigious platform. Flying Scotsman 
joins other celebrated locomotives - such as The A1 Peppercorn Class 
Tornado, the last steam locomotive built in Darlington - that honour the 
age of steam.
Fans can look forward to exclusive experiences featuring Flying 
Scotsman, including footplate tours, light steam displays and photo 
and viewing opportunities, journeys that bring its storied legacy to life.
Flying Scotsman will be part of the Titans of Steam Exhibition on 
Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st September only. Another iconic 
locomotive of the age of steam, The A4 Pacific Sir Nigel Gresley, will 
replace Flying Scotsman from Tuesday 23rd September. 
Tickets for the Titans of Steam Gala, including the light steam events 
and footplate tours, are available now at hopetowndarlington.co.uk/
titans and should be booked in advance to avoid disappointment.
The exhibition will be complemented by the highly anticipated 
‘anniversary journey 1825-2025’ taking place on Saturday 27th 
September at Hopetown Darlington. 
There are lots of other events and chances to get involved in the 
S&DR200 festival – visit www.sdr200.co.uk, www.hopetowndarlington.
co.uk and www.enjoydarlington.co.uk to find out more and keep an 
eye on Hopetown Darlington’s, Darlington Borough Council’s and 
S&DR200’s social media pages.
Further details on 
the locations of 
the locomotives, 
additional locomotives 
joining the line up 
and any associated 
activities and events 
will be revealed 
on Hopetown 
Darlington’s website 
and social media 
pages in the coming 
weeks. The line up 
may be subject to 
change.
Photo: Flying 
Scotsman at the 
National Railway 
Museum, York © 
National Railway 
Museum (1)

Flying Scotsman
Joins the Titans

Stephen Ibinson

14th September 1923
My heart still aches 
with sadness and 
secret tears still flow. 
What it meant to love 
you no one can ever 
know.
From your
loving Wife, Sandra

Always in our hearts 
and minds, with love 
from all the family

In Memoriam

For all your print
requirements, call

Newton Press
01325 300212

Congratulations

Keith & Elizabeth 
Hartley

60th Wedding 
Anniversary

Congratulations 
on reaching this 

incredible milestone 
of 60 years together!

Your journey as a couple has been nothing short 
of inspiring. Through every season of life, your 
love, commitment and unwavering support for 
one another have been a beautiful example for 
everyone around you.
Thank you for showing us what true partnership 
looks like, filled with patience, laughter, resilience 
and endless love.
With all our love
Amanda, Nick, Karen, Andrew and Oliver xxx
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Time Served Royal Horticultural Society Arborist
• Felling, Dismantling & Pruning • Hedge Cutting

• STUMP GRINDING AND REMOVAL
• Local Authority Approved Contractor

All Areas Covered - Free Quotations and Advice

Alexander Walker TechArborA., ND Arb., SOC Arb
Fully Insured - Professionally Trained - Aycliffe Based

07544 802052
www.awtreecare.co.uk

GREENKEEPER
LANDSCAPES

Phil Thompson
Professional Landscaper
Over 20 years experience

All aspects of horticultural
and tree work

Patios, blockpaving specialist
Hedges, Fencing, Decking & 

Turfing & Grasscutting
Tel: 01325 308432

Mobile: 07765 374 905

Gardening

Alpine Landscapes
Patios, Driveways, 

Fencing, Decking, Gravel, 
Turfing, Walls. All work 
guaranteed. 25 years 

experience, est 15 years, 
professional advice.

alpinelandscapes.co.uk 
Alan on 07974 710351

ROSEWOOD
TREE WORK
Felled, Pruned, Hedges 
Cut, Fencing, Gravel.

All aspects of
groundwork considered.

20% off for OAPs.
Tel 01325 319972
or 07740 999075

Fences Erected & Repaired

For a Free Quotation
contact Sean on 

07393 738755
srhfencing@yahoo.com

Call Alan
on

07908 793 010

For a FREE quote

SHILDON LOCKSMITHSSHILDON LOCKSMITHS
UPVC DOOR DOCTORUPVC DOOR DOCTOR

Door
Repair

Specialist

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs
Mechanism Repair/Replacement
Door Adjustment - Door Furniture
Emergency Door Opening
90% OF PARTS IN STOCK

24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114
07748 044 808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Locksmith

Remember to tell the advertiser you 
found them in the Newton News

“NEWTON NEWS”
Deliverers Wanted

for all areas of the town

To put your name on our ‘Reserve List’

Telephone 01325 300212
or email paul@newtonnews.co.uk

We require your name, address, age,
contact number and email address

“Earn some Pocket Money”
SUIT OVER 13 YEARS OR ACTIVE RETIREES

Remember to tell the 
advertiser you found 

them in the Newton News

Storage

“U” STORE
Aycliffe Business Park
Domestic and Industrial 
storage. Open 6 days a 
week. Inside & outside 
storage containers from

£15 per week
TEL: 01325 317716

or 07850 646355

Builder

Jeff HorsleyJeff Horsley
28 years experience

Full Build of Extensions
Porches, Garages,

Garden Walls, Patios,
Concreting and Re-Pointing

FREE ESTIMATES
Guaranteed Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01325 313939Tel: 01325 313939
or or 07970 86996707970 869967

Suites and Chairs
New Foams & Springs
Large Pattern Range

Free Estimates & Advice

TEL: 01740 655908
After hours: 07775 535915

RE-UPHOLSTERY

NEWAVE FURNITURE

AYCLIFFE
CLEANING
SERVICES

• Carpet and 
Upholstery cleaning
• Leather cleaning 

and repair
• Pressure washing

• Gutter clean & repair
• End of tenancy cleans

• Domestic and  
Commercial cleaning
• Janitorial supplies

• Fully insured

07895 697115
01325 496939

BENNETTS
APPLIANCE REPAIRS

ALL MAKES OF WASHERS
TUMBLERS, MICROWAVES
DISHWASHERS
VACUUM CLEANERS
FRIDGE/FREEZERS
COOKERS
* Free Estimates
* No Call Out Charge
* Appliances Plumbed in

Telephone:  321756

GUTTER 
CLEANING 

SERVICE
Gutters, Fascia and 

Soffits cleaned.
Paul 07399 628345

StainStainKleenKleen
Professional Cleaning Services for Carpets, Upholstery, Rugs

and Leather Cleaning - Hard Floor Cleaning
RAPID DRYING - FULLY INSURED

Contact 07817 573604
Website: www.stainkleen.co.uk

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutter and UPVC
Cleaning Service

No Ladders Required
Conservatory Cleaning
Also Gutters Renewed

and/or Repaired
07519 376870

Home Services

‘Laundry Ladies’
Offering a wash, 
dry and ironing 

service (domestic 
or commercial). 

Free collection and 
drop off included. 

Tel 07928 768744 or 
laundryladies16@gmail.com

‘Cleaning Angels’
For all your cleaning 
needs. Commercial 
cleaning available.

End of tenancy,
holiday lets, builders 
cabins, oven cleans, 

office cleaning, window 
cleaning (up to 8ft), 

ironing service available. 
Competitive rates.

Sanitising & Fogging
Find us on Facebook

Angela 07518 798 595

For all your print 
requirements

Newton 
Press 

300212

For a fast, friendly, reliable
service, call Jason on

01325 301808
07963 358338

waterways@talktalk.net

Bathroom Design/Installation
All plumbing work undertaken
Kitchen Installations
Repairs    Tiling
No call out charge
FREE Quotes    Power Flushing

www.waterwaysplumbingservices.com

24 Hour Call-out

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Service Engineers

Free Estimates, Bathrooms &
Tiling, All Work Guaranteed

Ring John Nellis on
01325 358596

Mobile 07931 591381

Guy Gas Services
Combi Boiler Installer
Boiler Installs
Servicing - Repairs
General Plumbing
Gas Fires

For all Gas & Central
Heating Enquiries

01325 304349
07962 148116

 
 
 

Plumbing

•  Boiler Repairs  •  Boiler Servicing  •
New Boiler Installati ons & Heati ng Systems

•  Qualifi ed Gas Engineer  •
•  ALL PLUMBING WORKS UNDERTAKEN  •

•  Reliable Service  •  Tidy Work  •
•  Free Quotati ons  •  Boilers from £999  •

•  Finance Opti ons Available  •

Call Mark on T: 07340 826 219
or 01325 802 212 (Aycliff e Offi  ce)
E: info@absoluteplumbingandheat.co.uk 

A friendly local company

669174

GARDEN 
SERVICES
Lawns Cut & Maintained

Hedges & Shrubs Cut Back or
Removed. Fences Replaced or 
Repaired. Gravel Work/Borders
TEL 01325 318269
www.esproperty-estate.co.uk

Property Maintenance Services

HOUSEHOLD 
PLUMBING
Plumbing & Heating

Gas Installations
Repairs & Servicing

Landlords Certificates

01325 327290
07790 044455

Gardening
& Odd Jobs
My late wife told me, once, 
she had received a letter from 
the council stating she had a 
dangerously overhanging bush. She said, “I didn’t know 
whether to get the shears out, or the scissors!” 
If you are suffering from the same, or just need tree 
pruning or general garden tidying or anything, just give 
me a call and I will come around for a coffee and a chat 
about what you need doing!

Contact Richard 07832 136674
A Very Friendly Service

Removals

ASK Services
Man + Van, Removal, 

Delivery and lots more.
Contact Paul

07399 628345

R.S.
REMOVALS

Single Items to
Full House Moves

Telephone:
07860 560295

DLPDLP
GARDEN SERVICESGARDEN SERVICES

Call for a quoteCall for a quote
07854 68471207854 684712
Fencing & LandscapingFencing & Landscaping
     DLPGardenServices     DLPGardenServices

• FENCING
• PATIOS
• LAWNS

• DECKING
• and MORE

 Car Chargers
 Fuse Box Replacement
 Extra Sockets & Lights
 Landlord Inspections
 Experienced Electrician
 Tidy & Reliable
 Free Quotes & Advice
 OAP Discounts

No Job Too Small
Give Richard a Call

07859 021039

Established 2005

• Fuse Board Upgrades •
• Rewires Full or Part • Lighting •
• Extra Sockets • Fault Finding •

• EV Chargers Installed •
• No Job Too Small • Free quotes •

• OAP Discounts •
Phone Justin on 

01325 520526
07817 629535

justin@jr-electrical.co.uk
(Part P Qualified)

Website: www.jr-electrical.co.uk

Electrical

DOUBLEDOUBLE
GLAZINGGLAZING
REPAIRSREPAIRS

www.pvcwindowdoor.repair

07973 694458
01325 304079

47 Years Experience

Windows

Published on the First and 
Third Friday of each month
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UTC South Durham is celebrating another 
year of academic success, with students 
excelling across A Level, T Level and BTEC 
qualifications. This year saw a 100% pass 
rate in our Engineering T Level, with 30% 
at Distinction, reinforcing our reputation for 
high-quality technical education and strong 
career pathways. An impressive 36% of all 
grades achieved were at A*, A, Distinction* or 
Distinction.
Just some of our success stories are:
Ethan Patterson - Achieved Distinction*, A*, A 
at A Level and will be joining Durham County 
Council on a Degree Level Apprenticeship in 
Civil Management.
Kay Hollick-Oldfield - Achieved Distinction, 
A, B, C and will be studying Mathematics at 
the University of York.
Jenson Burrows - Achieved Distinction 
in Engineering T Level and has secured a 
Degree Level Apprenticeship with Kromek, a 
cutting-edge technology company.
Principal, Tom Dower, said “I am delighted 
with our students’ successful results this 
year; a true reflection on their hard work and 
career-focus. While the results themselves 
are impressive, it is the balance of academic, 
technical and workplace experiences which 
ensures that students from the UTC are ready 
for their next steps in education or work.”
UTC South Durham prepares young people 
for the world of work equipping them with the 
technical skills, academic knowledge and 
professional behaviours needed to thrive. This 
year’s results once again demonstrate how the 
UTC model creates unique opportunities for 
young people in the region.

UTC South Durham A & T Level Results

CCTV
15% OFF

with this 
advert

Aerial Installations

BrushstrokesBrushstrokes
DecoratorsDecorators

Free no obligation quotes and
advice from a time served

painter & decorator. 
Interior & exterior work, 

no job too small. 
End of tenancy clean up for 

landlord’s. Gutters and fascias 
cleaned from £60. 

Discounts for OAP & NHS staff
Tel: 01325 312953Tel: 01325 312953

Mobile: 07587 140912Mobile: 07587 140912

G. CROSSEN
PAINTER & DECORATOR

304447 - 07340 606402
Time Served  -  C&G  -  Established 1998

S. Sowerby Decorators
All aspects interior & exterior catered for, large/small

Private Dwellings, Commercial, Shops, Offices,
Public House, Landlords and Estates Welcome

Contact Steve
for a free estimate
Telephone: 07896 277593
Email: stevetopdecs@hotmail.co.uk

Steve Hutchinson
Painter and Decorator

Over 28 years experience,
reasonable rates,
no job too small.

Call today for a free estimate
01325 483 697

or 07745 037 754

DRAGON 
DECORATORS
All aspects of interior 
& exterior decorating, 
including children’s 

artwork. Over 30 years 
experience. Member of 

“Checked & Vetted”. No 
job too small,
free estimates.

Contact Colin on 
07952 364426

Decorating

Contact Peter on 07876 078577
New Roofs From £5500
Chimney Stacks - Slating - Ridge Tiles Replaced
Tiling - Flat Roofs - Pointing - Leadwork - Guttering
UPVC Facias and Soffi  ts
Storm Damage - Velux Windows

PMHROOFING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

01325 776 535
Chimney Stacks - Slating -

Ridge Tiles Replaced - Tiling - Flat
Roofs - Pointing - Leadwork - UPVC
Facias & Soffits - Guttering - Storm

Damage - Velux Windows

Roofi ng and 
Roofl ine Specialists
Tel: 01325 255800
or 07735 333297

FASCIAS      SOFFITS      GUTTERING

• Fascias • Soffi  ts • Guttering • Full Roofs • Flat Roofs
• Dry Ridge • Dry Verge • UPVC Cleaning
Roof Cleaning & Maintenance, Service, Gutters etc
Free Scaff old Supplied - Family Run Business
www.stevensandsonroofi ng.co.uk

Storm Damage and Insurance Work Covered

JK Roofing
All Roofing Work Undertaken

From One Tile to a Full Roof - Felt Roofs - Chimney Re-points 
- Dry Ridge System - Dry Verge - UPVC Fascias and Soffits.
Covering Aycliffe for the past 15+ years.
Free estimates:

07305 163146 or 07511 608311

Roofing

C SMILLIE
• Joinery •
• Building •

• Decorating •
Established 1984 - 40th Anniversary

Apprenticeship Served

312024  after 6pm

Joinery

Remember to tell 
the advertiser you 
found them in the 

Newton News

WASPSWASPS

01325 301063
07790 732089

www.pestguard1.co.uk

Think you may have a wasp nest?

Call PESTGUARD Today
Fully Licensed & Insured

40+ years trading
throughout the North East

Experts in Industrial, Commercial &
Domestic Pest Control

• Over 24 years in the Pest Control Industry
• Fully Insured     • RSPH Level 2 Qualifi cation

E: info@protechdirectpestcontrol.com
W: www.protechdirectpestcontrol.com

Tel: 01325 310520

Pest Control

Excitement is building for celebrations in Darlington as the S&DR200 
festival counts down to the 200th anniversary of the world’s first 
passenger rail journey.
The inaugural journey of Locomotion No. 1 on the Stockton and 
Darlington Railway (S&DR) represented a major turning point in history 
and preparations are well underway to celebrate the historic first 
journey which took place on 27th September 1825.
On Saturday 20th September, prepare to be amazed as ‘Ghost Train: 
The Departures’ arrives in Darlington town centre with free, interactive 
performances and a spectacular evening parade to Hopetown. 
Commissioned by S&DR200, created and produced by Avanti Display 
Ltd and Walk the Plank, ‘Ghost Train: The Departures’ will begin with 
a theatrical re-imagining of Locomotion No. 1, with moving cogs and 
wheels, installed on a large plinth in the Market Square. Throughout 
the afternoon six large-scale structures, each mounted on customized 
cars, will bring to life, through performance, music, sound and feats 
of engineering, some of the most significant inventions of the last 200 
years. 
Once the parade arrives at Hopetown, there will be a host of free, Night 
at the Museum activities for all the family. Hopetown will stay open late, 
with another chance to see the amazing artistic carriages up close. 
Visitors will also be able to enjoy the Titans of Steam exhibition which 
runs from Saturday 20th September until Sunday 5th October. The 
exhibition sees six amazing steam engines standing side by side the 
78018 BR Standard Class 2, the 62005 LNER K1, the freight-hauling 
63395 LNER Q6, the 65894 LNER J27, the  63395 LNER Q6, the 
60163 Tornado and the 60007 Sir Nigel Gresley.
On Sunday 28th September, ‘Ghost Train: The Arrival’ will move 
to Stockton-on-Tees on with an epic outdoor performance at the 
Riverside.
The anniversary celebrations continue in Darlington on Saturday 27th 
September, when there will be the chance to watch a re-enactment 
of the first journey on the S&DR as a newly restored replica of 
Locomotion No. 1 travels along part of the route of the original journey 
in 1825. The journey across Skerne Bridge will be transmitted live to a 
big screen in Darlington Market Square, where there will be a host of 
free entertainment and activities.

All Aboard Ghost Train



www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF  •  01388 772671  Also 
available in leather

ELECTRIC and MANUAL
R EC L IN E R  SU I T E S

Park right outside our showroom 
and shop at your leisure!

OVER 20 IN STOCK
FOR

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
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•  Doors  •  Windows  •  Porches  •
•  Garage Doors  •  Bi-Fold Doors  •

We also complete all
aspects of repair work on: 

Misted Units and Broken Locks

For a sensible, no obligation quotation call

07816 675935

- THE WINDOW GUY -

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GET SOMEONE
TO COME AND DO A SMALL JOB?

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND
A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on 01325 589011

Fault Finding / Repairs Qualifi ed Electrician
Extra Lights and Sockets Reliable Service
New Fuse Boards / Alarms Tidy Work
Rewires   Free Quote
Landlord Inspections  Satisfaction Guaranteed

Newton News is published by Newton Press, c/o Newton Press, St Cuthberts Way, Newton Aycliffe, County Durham DL5 6DS and printed by Mortons Print Ltd, Morton Way, Boston Road Industrial Estate, Horncastle LN9 6JR

Ultimate Home Services
Kitchens Supplied & Fitted

Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted
- Free Quotations -

Call Stuart
01325 311838

or 07508 072119
www.ultimatehomeservices.co.uk

0191 462 0113

After several weeks of fitness, team building and game plan 
coaching, the time came for Newton Aycliffe Rugby Club to start 
the 2025/26 campaign with their first preseason friendly against 
Hartlepool BBOB at Moore Lane. 
Aycliffe only had a squad of 18 players, with several still away 
on holiday, however, they managed to borrow a prop forward 
from BBOB who arrived with no fewer than 25 players to enable 
competitive scrums to be held. David Gibson, coach, and the 
newly elected captain, led the team.
It was agreed to play the match in traditional preseason style 
consisting of four quarters of 20 minute periods.
After a close start, BBOB began to get on top and scored two 
tries before the first quarter was over. Flanker Rob Harriman was 
his usual livewire self in the back row, while Lock forward Wessel 
Weyers, in his first start for the club, also showed his potential.
At the beginning of the second half, Aycliffe began to play to their 
potential, Prop forward Dave Carney came close to scoring, the 
ball was recycled, and the guest prop scored a try. Centre Josh 
Dewhurst added the conversion. Five minutes later, Dewhurst cut 
through the BBOB defence in his mesmerising aggressive style 
to add a second try, which he again converted, 
to give Aycliffe a 4-point lead. BBOB were 
soon to score their third try though and after 
the conversion were now 3 points up. The last 
quarter of the game became rather scrappy 
and neither side came close to scoring and 
so it was the visitors who came away with a 
narrow 14 - 17 win. After the match there was 
an air of sanguineness amongst the Aycliffe 
squad.
It’s never too late to come and join Aycliffe 
rugby club. The squad will continue to 
welcome new players who want to be part of 
the club. A club which continues to reinvent 
itself and aim to play competitive rugby with a 
view to reach the top 4 in division 3 of Durham 
& Northumberland League.
Anybody wishing to train to play, no matter 
what experience, can introduce themselves 
on training evenings Tuesday and Thursday 
from 6:45pm at Moore Lane. New to the game 
and old boys will be made most welcome. 
The social scene is fantastic at the host club 
house, Newton Aycliffe Sports Club. Which 
probably has the best beer garden in South 
West Durham. Catch up about Aycliffe rugby 
on FB @Newton Aycliffe Rugby Club.

Town’s Rugby Club Start New Season
Newton Aycliffe 14 v Hartlepool BBOB 17

Croft Circuit
September 6th & 7th
British Racing & Sports Car Club Car Race 
Meeting & MG Fest North
September 20th & 21st
750 Motor Club Car Race Meeting
October 18th & 19th
MSVR Car Race Meeting
December 7th
Jack Frost Stages Rally

Fun Bowls
At the OakLeaf Sports Complex on Sunday 14th 
September 2025 from 4.30pm to 6.25pm for under 
18’s.
Under 18’s are welcome to come along to a fun 
environment with our friendly junior development 
team, Jordon, Tom and Sue.
Guidance and coaching will be on hand, so 
complete beginners are welcome too. Advance 
booking not necessary. £2.30 for OakLeaf 
members, £3.30 for non members. Bring flat indoor 
shoes/slippers, bowls can be provided.


